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Cb’ro'ifttele a I ETents 

Jnljr 1941 

The princii^iil item, of interest of the month was the annonnee- 
ment of the Viceroy's K\ectitivo Council and the Constitution' of a 
National Defence Council.— The communique announeo<1 8e\'cii new 
appointments to the Executive Council and that the National- Defence 
Council would consist of alxsut 30 incmhers. Both Mahntma Gandhi 
and Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Pra-sident of the All-India Muslim League, 
reacted unfavourably to t!io Simla announcemeut regarding tho oximntion 
of tho Viceroy's Executive Coun;:il. 

The Indo-Bunna Agreement to rogulato and restrict Indian immi- 
gration into Burma was pubIi.4hod from »Simla. together with a joint 
btateroent on it by both Governmouts explaining tlie principlos of the 
Agreement. 

The news of General Wavcil's appointment as Comnmndcr-in-chief 
in India, in succession to General Auchinleck was announced from No. 
10 Downing Street. 

Mr. V. D. Savarkar, Priisident, All-India Hindu ^^aba 6 ahI 1 a in a 
statement explained the implications of the resolution ro : 'Mircct action", 
j>assod in Calcutta. 

Sir Claude Auchinleck, the retiring Commandur-in-Clucf, boforo his 
departure for the T^fiddlc East gave a message of farewell from Simla. 

Ilis Majesty tho King Kmporor, approved of the posthumous 
award of the Victoria Crjss to Buhadar Kicbpal Ram, (Jth. Rojput 
RillttS for outstanding gallantry in action. 

Sir Bilcandcr llyat Khan, strongly criticized the communal note 
in i \\2 speeches of some students at tho Conference of the Lyallpur 
District Mo-jlcm Students* Fud oration. 

Mr. L. S. Amory, Bacrotary of Slate for India, said in the 
House of Commons that ho could not accept Mr. Sorenson's inference 
with regard to the elToct of the ultcrod iuteruational situation niton 
the political deadlock in India. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Tripura presided over tho Council 
of Rulor.s of tho E:i''»tern States in Calcutta — Tho Council adopted a 
resolution viewing with increasing coucorn tho rapid expansion of tho 
thcatro of war. 

Mr. C. W. Gurnor advised the Bengal Government, in his report 
on the Floud Comrai:^sion, to make thoir first movo with utmost 
caution. 

Mr. L. S. Amcry presented a Vhilo Paper to tho Houso of 
Commons repeating the Simla announcement ro : tho oximnsion of the 
Viceroy’s Exccutivo Council and the creation of the National Dofonco 
Council for India. 

The Non«Party Political Leaders' Conference met at Poona, 
severely criticized Mr. Ainery and the British Government for their 
attitude towai‘d' India and particularly the annonneemeDt of the 
expansion of the Viceroy's Executive Council "to meet the pressure of 
work created by the war." 

1 
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tit. The newM of Ornenil WiTell’i iftfiointment m Commeiidcr-iii-Chief in Indie, 
the irenefer of Cteiierel Anehiiilech from Indie to the Middle Eeet Commend* 
end tlie epfioiiitment of Oeptein Olifer Ljttlcon to repreeent the wer Cebinet 
III the Middle. East wet itiveii in two eiinoaneeniente, from No. 10, Downing Stieet. 

tftr Chirravooii Yejneiiweni Chintemoni, editor of the Leader, Allebebed, died 
et A1leliBbiid.->Jle had been connected with the Leader from 1900, herlog been 
ita chief editor tiiiee 1021 

ilii Excellency 8ir John Herbert, Governor of Benget. in eddreieing the 
Derjceling Wer Committee referred to Beogel’e growing wer effort ee legerde 
the purchaee of War Bonds end Certificetee ee well ee develoumente on the 
to'hnicel lUie. Hie Kscelleiicy eeid that e niirolier of technical echoole end 
collegee ill C«lcutte end the IdetricU hod been enlarged nnder the Qofemment 
of India's scheme, end some 7^) young men were under training.— In the eopply 
of matt power, the province had provided e Coastal Defence Better? ; it hed 
supplied 0 iiiimbcr of pilots trained et the Diim Diim aerodrome ; it hod sent 
e considerable ii umber of men to the technical services. Besides Bengal hed e 
regular battalion. 

Kbawajti Sir Nazimtuldiii, Home Minister, Bengal, met the editors of news* 
papers end representatives at a Conference in Calcutta and made aatatemeiit on 
the measures taken by the Government to deal with the recrudescence of 
distil rbances at Dacca. 

Mr. V. D. Siivsrkar, President, AIMndia Hindu Mshosabha, issued a statement 
exphiiiiitig the imi>l brat tons of the resolution regarding "direct action** passed by 
the All- indie Committee of the Mahosablin at iu meeting in Calcutta. He 
said : “The resolution passed at Calcutta has not conceded the resolution passed 
at Madura. It only i)ost|Hmes an actual resort to ''direct action" with regard 
to those issues only which refer to the fundamental changes in the Indian 
Coiisiitiitioii". 

A Government resolution on the Report on the working of Co-operative Socie- 
ties ill the 0. P. and Berar for the year ended June 30 , 1940, was issued. 

'I1ie Government of India arranged with His Majesty's Government for the 
services of 100 teehiiicsl training Inttructort from the United Kingdom to be 
)>laeed at the disposal of the Denariment of Labour for work in connexion with 
the Technical Training Scheme (New Delhi). 

Slid. His Uoynl Highneas the Duke of Kent. President, King George’s Fund for 
Sailors sent the following message to Hie Excellency the (iovernor of Bengal : 
"As President of King George's Fund for Sailors. 1 want to express my gratitude 
at the wonderful siipiiort the War Fund has received in answer to the Council’s 
npneal from the peoples of India, the Dominions, the Colonies and from those 
living overseas." 

Sir George Wilkinoon. Iy)rd Mayor of I^ondon, sent the following neetage to 
the tressiirer to the Bengal War Purposes Fund : "I should like to state that 
1 am deeply stirred by the continued support my Fund has received from your 
organUatioii." 

Sir Claude Auchiiileck, before his departure for the Middle Eait gave a message 
of farewell from Simla. He said : "In bidding farewell to the orocers end men 
of defence services and to that great army ot Civilians in India, who guided 
by the otlm wisdom and foresign t of the Viceroy, are working ehoulte to 
•liAutder in a co-ordinated effort the like of which this country has never seen. 
J le^l . that they are shaping for ludie u new future .full of hope end promise 
which will be worthy of the eocrificee her tons hive made und^ure making ou 
the ikM of > battle. Good lu^ to you olP*. 

Sir M. ZafruUab^s aproiutmenVto the Federal Court was annonnoed .from Bimiu. 

U. E. Sir Arthur 'Uo)ie, Governor of Madras in the eonrae ofiU speseb at 
Aiiantspiir, made an appeal to the people to preeent a United front ufEoinit the 
Nasi mcnsce. 

Ird. Mr. M. N. Roy expressed the opinion, in the oonrse of a letter addieieed to 
the Executive Committee of the All-India Kishaosablia. from Dehra Dun, "Indian 
workera and peamU rauet join the And-Fiiscut Front if they are to eontiibule 
anything to the defence of the Soviet Union," 

Uia Majesty the King Emperor, stated a communique from Simla, a pproved 

^ award of the Victoria Crosa to Subato Ri^pa) Ram* 6Ui. 

^Jput Rilleih for ouUtanding gallantry in notion in Uio fighting to the Middle 

CASt. 
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M. Tli0 cpnfemee of Hindu ladm which wni held in Bcnarct, cfNi«iderfd 
Ihe Roto oitiintkHi in Indio, nod cam to the coiMrIiiaioii that lliiiiltia aKoiild 
arisaaiaB tolunleer defence aaaoeiationa in their aarcli>, or »!roupa of villafsea 
for the |Hir|ioie of wardini; off deliberate orgaiiiml atlacka U|H)ii them— 
Haodit iKdan ICohan Ifalaviya addreaaed the conference, and aniono olhera, 
Dr. Hh|ani Pmad llukherjee, Maatef Tara and Dr. It. Douiijc 

wcae {ifeMnL 

lo the Mjeora Legialative Conncil, the OoTcrnment aiiffcred a defeat 
when the Oonncil paaaed bv 33 votea aganiat LH, the resolution moved by 
Mr. T. Mantya|»pa, Leader of the Conifrcaa Party^ itririnft tlie Governnient 
to lake immediate atepa for the irrodual introduction of lYubibition throughout 
the State and to appoint a Committee to au^uest auitable meaaiirca for 
makinjt irood the lose in ezeiae revenue caused therebv. 

*nie Sind Government, by a Gazette Extraordinary, bound tlie Muslim 
League Conference at Sakrand, achediilcd to tommcnce on .Inly (>, uiiUcr 
the preaideotahip of Maulaiia Zaffar All Khan, M. L. A. (Centra)) as the 
locality waa declared a Cholera infected area. 

5th. Dr. B. 6. Moonje. presiding over the second session of Tamil Nadu Hinilu 
Mahaaabha Conference held at Tiruvanoamalai, made a strong plea tiiat the 
Congress ehould merge itself in the Hindu Mahasabha and carry on the 
struggle for independence. 

The Hoslim Chamber of Commerce (Madras) communicating to the 
Government of India, their views on the rrofession Tax Limitation Bill, 
to fill the maximum limit of Profession *J*nx leviable by Muiiicipaiities at 
Bs. 50, stated that the measure would prove beneficial to mercantile interests and 
promote the economic well-being of the country. 

Sir Stkander Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier, strongly criticized the speeches 
made earlier by students at the Conference of the Lyallpur District Moslem 
Students Federation held under his presidentsUp.— Ciitieizing the iiUrn communal 
tone of the s|ieecbes Sir Sikander Hyat Khat said that Islam had brought 
to tnankind a message of peace. Good will and tolerance. Ihe idea 
of tyraiiiiiziiig or securing domination over others was foreign to Islamic 
teachings. 

Dr. B. B. Moonje, in the course of his presidential address to the second 
session of the Tamil Nadu Hindu fitabasabha Confcimce at 'J’iiiivnniuinalui, 
said : *'Tbe Presidency of Madras has always l>een n benighted province. 
It is steeped in the ideals of universal brotherhood, which is a speciality of the 
teaching of vedanta philosophy in all its various sects. But times have now 
so changed and are still changing that in si>ite of the cull of iinivcrsnl 
brotbeboM. Hindus are now being compelled to look at the politics of India, 
primarily from the point of view of the Hindu Mahasabha.” 

stk. Mr. K. M. kiunshi, in the course of a statement to the press (from Bombjiy) 
apfiesling for sii ”Akhaiid (undivided) Hindustan front” said, **Aii a time 
like the present unless the country as a whole takes immediate bte| a to put 
the bouse in order it may find itself in the gravest danger.” 

'Jhe dislocation in railwov traffic seriously affected Bomliay's veptsble supply. 

Mshauna Gandhi issucu a statement to the press from Waiuhagoiij, reaialing 
the position as regards the Batvagraha movement that it was nut iniendcd to 
embarrass authority in any way. 

Kbaii Bahadur Alla Baksh, Premier of Bind, in *oii interview at lAihorf, 
while appealing for communal unity and advoi’ating that | nriy ).io|4tgatida 
should cease for the duration of the war, said that *'aiiy gesiinc from the 
British Government towards Indian aspirations would be in tlie inieiest of 
Britain herself at this juncture. 

Dr. B. B. klooiije, winding up the second session of tlie Tamil Nadu Hindu 
Mahasabha (Conference, criiicizro the ^conglomerated nalionalism of the Jiidiaii 
National (ingress” and expressed the view "that the otily nationalism, which 
existed In the world, was tlie uatioualisni of tbe dominant community in a 
eouiitry.*’ 

3tb. U. M. I. 8. Travaiicore, the first war, vessel of her size, was launched hy 
I July Kitsbetbert from a ship yard on an Indian river. 

Mr. M. A. Jiniiah, President of the All-India Muslim li^gne, in a telegrsm 
from Bombay, to the Bnigal Finsn<*e Minister, the hon. Mr. Hsssan Biihiawurcly, 
exprestfd bia deep concern at tlw havoc caused by the cyclonic tidal wavs 
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te f mif dlftiieto of Bc»|»l and ft Icrfisi amri «ft IW 
l^fO^tf^jM^teaet ftM Mp to tboio vbo k»t tMtar | 

Kbio Abdul O^ar Kbao, who anifad ol Loboit fiofti Tinkawn oo Ua vaf 
to Wardba. waa oMt at tba railway atatioft bf Miali lftlhavHiA>Dia. PNaidffftl 
of tba Frofincial Coogrcaa Comamiaa, Hid Ebow Babadni Allah Balih, 

Prem^ of Siod. 

Olb. la tba Baogal laglalatlfo Conoail, tha O o m rnm m t of B apao l iotcftdad to 
iotrodiaa dfo Ulla ioeindioa tba Baiigal CriaidBal Low (ladoaliial Anaal 
AoMDoaicat BUI. 1941, tha Baog^ Mataraity BUI (Tta EMataal 2941, tbo 
Bengal Fatal Tuaka * Regulation (AoMidMeat) B^ IM, and tba Gbiaatia 
BbenlTa Bill, 1941. Tba Billa rafemd fioai tbo Lower Bonaa to tbo 
Council ware tba Bengal Tonu Bill, tba Eaatani nooliara BHIaa (Bcagal 
BattalioB) Amandnient BUI, 1941, and tba Baogal Agrkidtftral Debtora (Saeond 
A mend man t) ffill, 1941. 

In tba Finance Aeeounta of C. P. and Bem fSor tha year 1939»40, n net 
aurplua of Ba. 32jM,(XX) aa a^inat tha antidpatad anrploa of Ba. l,9djUD0, waa 
rafaalad. 

ttb. Tha Committee of tba Indian Cbambar of Commerce mat Mr. M. H. A. Hydari, 
Go?arnment of Indiana repreaentati?a on tha Eaatcm Group Supply Couieil, 
in Calcutta, whan queationa relating to the working of tha Council were diaeuaacd. 

Tha Uniraraitiaa Baorganiaation Committee (U. P.) In ita draft report aulnnti- 
ted to Gorarnmant, raeommended more hoatei accommodation, acboiarahip and 
atipenda for poor, dcaarring women atudanta and adequate proviaion fbr tbeir 
health and rayaical inatruction. 

latb. Mr. A. D. Gordon, liiapector General of Policy Bengal, explained at a Prraa 
Confarenea aoma new meaaurea adopted by tba Gofamment of BcDgal to cope 
with tha riot aituation at Dacca. 

Mr. M. 8. A. Hydari, repreaentatira of tha Gorarnmant of India on (be Eaatcm 
Group Supply Council, mat tba Committee of tba Mualim Chamber of Com* 
marca in Chleutta. 


In tha Houaa of Commona, Mr. Amery, in the conrae of a reply to Mr. 
Boranaon, aald that ha could not accept Mr. Borenaon’a inference with regard to 
tba effect of tha altered international aituation upon tha political deadlock in 
India. In any caae, ha waa not in a poaition to make any fresh atatamant 
on tba aubjact. 

llth. Bit Excellency tha Gorernor of Bengal met the membera of tba Central 
Peace Committee and other prominent ciiixeua of Dacca at Gorernment Honae, 
and diacuaaed with them, ways and means of reatoring normil condition. 

Sir Bamaawamy Mudaliar, Commerce Member, Gorernment of India, riaited 
the Boulbern India Chamber of Commerce and heard repreecntativea from the 
membera on Qucitiona relating to Indiana trade and commerce with patticttlar 
rafarenca to Madraa. 

llth. Mr. M. S. A. Hydari, repreaentatira of the Gorernment of India on tha 
Eaatern Group Supply Council, at a luncheon in Calcutta, declared : "'Indian 
supply effort la maaaive. In ita range, variety and punctuality of deirrary it it 
not aurpasaed by any country of the Eaatern Group.** 

Bis Higbnaaa the Maharaia of My tore, in the couria of bis addrem at tha 
•pacial convocation of tha Myeore Dnirersity, obserred : **we hare raat reaourcca 
to develop. IVa hare an smbltioua agricultural and induatrial policy and 
programme. Wa bare a great and growing stream of ardent youth aaking to 
be shown how to take their part in the devtloi meui. BThat wa bare to do is 
to train ftod direct that stream into the places where it wUI yield the gicatcat 
rceult.** 

Mr. T. Auaiin, Adriaar to H. K. tba Governor of Madraa, opened tha 14th. 
Seaaion of tha Gorarnment Prats Workers’ Conference in Madras. Bao Bahadur 
M. Vankataramayya praaidad over tha Conference. 

18tb. Tha Council of Bulcri of tha Eastern Statea concluded ita Bcmlon 
in Calcutta.— Hie Highneta the Maharaja of Tripnra presided. The 
Council adopted a raaolution, moved fiom the chair, viewing with 
increasing concern the rapid expansion of the theatre of war and the thnal 
to the aecuritr of India that it implied, and falling uron the Rulers to 
intensify their efforta to the defence of the Empire and in matnialning the 
Int^rity of thmr SUtea. 
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-ISnuHI CHBOyiCLE OF E V EWTO 

An Aoll-Miitoa BiOiy m ImU ia !!•«» onte Ihc 
Divltioo Blada Mihailitii Boo BalrndBr T. Kiitlalwi of BfUny pmHid 
ofor tbo Billy. 

loth. Under tke ioepiceo of tbo Oekoili OomaUtco of Ibo Fico Fm^ In India 
and Bonaot awmbcca of tbo nofCBMot mci to obocrfo France^ National Uay 
in Galeolla. 

CKr JfKBT Raievaii, Finaaco Menibar, apcakiag at tbe Inaagoral aeaUna 
in New Mhi of tbe Adviaory Paatl ol Aecouataala of tbe OofftaaieBi of 
India, laid : '*! bare gieal pleaauio tbia aMwafiag ia weleomioa yoo on behalf 
of the Qoreraaieat ot India and In openlnir thii drat ‘meeting of tbe Aocoontaiicy 
Panel eoDiiating aa It doca of diaUngoiabdl reprcaenlatiTea of a great profcaalon.^ 

Mr. A’. K. Faalttl finq, preaktiag at a mcetine of aenior atudeola aad tcaebera 
of ail Gorenimeat Soboola in Oaletitta and Howrah, under tbe auapicca of Uie 
Pablie Mationa Gomauttce, obecrved : *'lt ii not tbe war of Britain alone 
bat of India aa well, fdr ibe aafiety of India ia bound up* with that of tbe Britiah 
ComaMHiwealtb of Naiioaib And aa the caoae ia tight and iuat, 1 have no 
doubt Britain will win. in the end.** 


18tb. Khan Bahadur Mnahtaq Ahmad Ourmani. Parliamentary Seeietary to the 
Puniab* Goremment, lepiyiM to **WifldeadlnK interpretationa gircn to tbe aperehea 
of the* Punjab Premier by; Malik Barkat Aii, in order to pzapgcrate imaidnary 
differenoea between Sir Btkandar and Mr. Jinnah and thne endanger the aolidarity 
of tbe League*', aakl at Lahore : ''I'here could be no doubt that tbe Punjab 
Premier*a< conception of tbe future conatituiion of India in in full aecotd with 
the princiiile cnouacialed in the Lahore Reaolution of' the Ail*lndia Mualim 
League.** 

lathTSir Mahomed Zafrullali Khan, Supply Member, in a broadeaet talk from 
Simla, gave Apirea illuatratife of the immenaity of India*! war prod'uettou and 
indicated tha linea along whieb aa ezpanaion of it waa aoon likely to take place. 

'Ike l^iote Gongreaa Working Committee, which met under the preaiofncy 
of Mi. ii. Siddaija at Bangalore, eonaklered the polUioal aituation in the State 
andi adopted three official imntiona for being placed at the open aceafon of tha 
AlbMyaore Congraaa Cbrnmittee. 

17tk. Mr. C. W. Garner, who waa placed on deputatioB aa apeeial officer, 
Bereaue Daptf tment, for the ezamiaation of the Floud comniimiaii*a piopoaala 
and. preparaiien of the eaae for conaideration of the main propomla or the 
Camroiaekm, (in his report on the propoeak of the Land Bcvenaa (Flood), 
Gommimioo) adTiaed the Bengal Gorernmeut that wbatorer might be the 
advantagei of State pnrchaae of ail iutercsta in Ihnda, tbe Gorerumeat abould 
make tMr firat move In tbia matter with utmost cautioa. 

Bit Excellency the Commander-in-cbicI General Sir Archibald Warcll at a 
Pteea conference at Simla, announced thai the following membera of the 
Central liCgialatore bad agreed to be membera of Iba Defence Advieory 
Committee. 4 Membera from tbe Couueih of State i^Lala Bamsaranto, 
Mr. V. V. Kalikar, Sir Mobamrd Yakub and Snrder Bata Singh. 
6 Members from tbe Aaaemblj Mr. Jamaadae Mcbta. Sir Henry Gidney, 
Mr. L. C. Buea, Lt Col. M. A. Kabman, Sk Cowaaji Je^gir Bad Oaptain 
Dalpat Singh. 

In tbe Bouse of Gdmmons both Mr. Miloer and Mr. Sorenson questioned 
Mr. Amcry, aeerctary of state for India, on tbe proe|>€cfa of n statement with 
a view to ending the political deadlock in India. Mr. Amery referred to hie 
reply on July 10, to which he bad nothiag to add. 


^ Sir B. K. Shanmukbam Chetty. President of tbe Indian War Pnrebaae 
Miaalon to America, arrived in Calcutta from Madras.— Breaking at a reeeptUm 
given in bis honour in Madraa, be aaid be felt that tbe miaaion on wbieb bo 
was gCMng was not a mere prosaic purchase mission. It would nlso malt ia 
catablialiuig cultural contact with the American people. 

General Sir Archibald Wavel!, in an **Oider of iba Day'* frmn Bln. : 
' On assuming Die aprointmeat of Commamler-i»*Cbicf In India, 1 dam. 
make known to ail ranks of tbe Boyal Indian Navy, tbe Army and Air Foiv 
in India my aenae of tbe high honour rowfetred on me by Bit Ma|r 
King Emperor in placing in my bnnda Ibe grat rcaponaiUilty of tbe 
of ladia.** 

Mr. M. 8. A. Hydarl, Beprcacatathra in India on tbe Eaaleni Group Supply 
Cou^l. met tbe zeprwentativea of the Upper India (Bambcr of ^ 


the 
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Miibaim Qandhi daeliired : "The annonneement doee not affect the eUnd taken 
by Oongreae, nor doee it meet the Congreea demand.'* 

Mr. Jinnah in a atatement at Bombay eaid : "The oommnniqne annotmeins 
the deoieon re^ardinff the eipenslon of the Vieeroy'e Executive Council and toe 
ao-called National l>Meiice Council ia to be most deeply regretted. It will not 
aecure the whole hearted, willing and genuine aupporti if that ie what ie honcatly 
required, of Moalem India.** 

2M. At a meeting of the Indian Central Jute Committee in Calcutta, the euggee- 
tiona and rerominendationa contained in the Meek Qr^ory Report on the 
proapeeta of the trade in raw jute and jute manufaeturea in the U. S. A. waa 
further conaidered. 

Mr. Bavarkar in a letter to the Preaident of the Provincial Hindnaabha at 
Patna, appealed to the Uiiidua in Behar to aiihoniinate penonal, factional and 
petty jealonaiea and unite in the task of diaeharging their repreaentathrea of 
making the Bihar aeealon of the All-India Hindu Mabaaabha a anooeaa. 

S4tb. Sir. C. P. Ramaawami Aiyar, Dewan Preaident of the Travancore I^ialative 
Aaaembly. aaid in the Aaaembly : "llie Government have no idea of eatabliahing 
an Executive Council in Travancore." 

The Standing Committee of the All-India Newapaper Bditor*a Conference 
concluded ita two-day aeaai'on in Bombay, after paming a number of reaolaliooa 
and accepting the reaignation of Mr. Mabadev Hetai from tlie Committee. 

Sath. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Iluq, Premier of Bengal, in a atatement to the Preaa in 
reply to criticiima on .hia appointment aa a member of the National Defence 
Council, obaerved : I emphatically deny tliat 1 entered into any negotiatUma 
with the Viceroy or that 1 waa templed in any way to accept nomination on 
the War Council. 1 waa offered a aeat and 1 acoeptea U becatiae 1 felt quite 
convinced that in doing ao 1 did nothing in violation of the policy of the League, 
or detrimental to the interests of the Moslem Community.** 


seth. The Non-Party Political Leaden* Gonferenee met at Poona. Bit Tej Bahadur, 
in hia preaidential apeeeh, oiit-liiied the attitude the conference should adopt 
on the problems facing them and aeverdy criticised Mr. L. 6. Ame^, Becretary 
of Bute for India and the British Govern menC for their attitude lowarda 
India and juurticularly the announcement of the expaiiaion of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council "to meet the preasure of work created by the war.*’ 

Mahatma Gandhi, in the first issue of the Ehadt Jagat, publiabed by the 
All India Bpinnen* Aaaociation at Wardha, wrote : ^Tbia bloody war 
indieatea that the world will eiltimately be destroyed by machioery (yantra wads) 
and it it only handicrafts that will aoataiii or save the world. The charka 
provide work for over two lakha of Hindus and Mnsliina and lepnaents the 
Kliadi weaten and through them all India." 

Manlana Nazir AhmM Cfaowdhnry, Vice-President of the Galcntte Mnalim 
League, in a statement from Calcutfa. uid : "Muslim Bengal solidly steadh 
by the AlMudia Mualim League, and there la no Mussalmon of note in 
Bieogal who eapporte the Simla eommanlque." 


S7tfi. The Non-Party Political Leadere’ Gonfezence, under the Cbeirmenahip of 
Sir Ta Behedor Beprn eonclnded ita eeaaioe at Poona, after paasing two 
resolutions. The first resolution demanded complete reconstruction of the Viceroy's 
Executive Gouneil and urged a declaration specifying n time limit after ue 
war within which the new cooatitution for India ahonld be inaimarated and 
according India the atatus as Britinn and the Domtniona. I'ha aaeond 
resolution demanded that immediate alapa be uken to azamina 
Cha main lines of the futnra eoostitntioiial ehangea in India with a view to 
enauring the unity and integrity of the conntry* 

The Mixam’a Government lasued a Qawtta Extraordinary annoaiieing the 
appointment of Capt Sir Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan, Nawab of ClmittAri, 
aa Ptaaidairt of the Nisam'a Council, 

Dr. H. C. Mookojea, Omwiaiiig Baovetary, AIMndia Ooniaranoa of Indian 
Ghriatiana at a lactnva on **Tha mtaoritiaa aad the Commnnal Awaid" at 
Nagpur said : "Our immadlata duty it to atrain avaij* nerve aRbar to bava the 
Communal Award aet aaida or at laaat to have It modulcd ia aneh a way ns 


to gK rid of iU moat oidaetionabla faatnici.** 

lib. The Report of the Land Eevaona (Flowd) Oommiaaion waa diaenaaed in tim 
Bengal Lagiaiativa Aaaembly. Sir Km VnmA Hini^, Ravanna Minister, 
mo^g the diaeniaioii of the Bivoci aaid that tba objaot of Iba 
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to 


■learUla tlw Tfova of iMaiben on **tli6 lor 
of the Lead JUfcniie Gomieeion affeellaie the 
Kit of over 8^ peroeot of the Mople of the mvii^ lo ae to e^e tte 
Oovemment to ftmoio their poliej in the hffht of the ofinlone eipre^ in tte 
Hooee with doe regard to the tinatteial, admUiietrative, eoeial and eooDOBio 
iaudicatioiie of the Comnif^'e pnpoaa^ . , * 

Hie Eieelleocy Hir John Hcrhert, Qoveraor of Bengal, replying to addreeaee 
m Rajiahi, atreMfd the need lor tmity among variooe commanitice in India, 
eepeeially during thh war. .... 

At a public meetings of the eitlsena of Bladraa, a rcaolntion ezpreieing the 
view that the operation of the lndo*Oarma Immigration Agreement *1inould 
be etayed until it ia snitahly modified in the light of public opinion nod that 
no Ordcr-in-Conncil ehoald be pneied giving effect to the Agreement”— Sir 
Mahomed Uiman, VSoe-Cbanoenor, Madraa Uoiveraity, presided. 


MIh. In* the Bengal Legialative Amemblyi the debate on the Land Revenue (Flood) 
Oommimion'e Report proceeded. At the cloee of the duciieeion, the Revenue 
Miiiiater, (Sir B. P. Singh Hoy), replying to certain allegationa agmnst the 
Government, by Mr. Saret Chandra Boee, tha licader of the oppoeition, made 
certain remarke with reference to Mr. Bose which drew proieete from membere 
of the Houee. including Mr. Santoch Kumar Boee. 

Mr., J. B. Kripalanf. Qencral Secretary of the Congreee, laid emphaeia 
on the aspect of constructive work by Satyagrahis aa well as by those Coiigrees- 
mon, who did not elgn the pledge, in the course of a circular iaaned to the 
aeveral Gongresi Oommittccs in the country. 

In the Cochin l^egislntive Conncil, replying to n question on fisheries Resenreh, 
the Government stated that the research officer was asked to make a complete 
survey of the marine msourcee of the State, 
aeth. In the Bengal Legialative Assembly, the Raw Jute Taxation Bill introdneed 
by Mr. II. S. Sulirawardy, Finance Miniater, was referred to a Select Committee 
with instructions to submit their report by August 8— The Bill proposed to levy 
n tax of two aniiaa per maiind on raw jnte in onlcr to finance the carrying out 
of measures for tiie stabilisation of |ate prices, improvement of msrkeiing and 
generallv to further the intereats of }nte growers and of the industry as a whole. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a statement issued to the Press from Hyderabad 

i Dn) threatened disciplinary station against three members of the AIMiidia 
liislim Tioagne who joined the Viceroy's Expanded Council and the National 
Defence Council. 

Itet 'die Government of India, under the terms of the Motor Spirit Rationing 
Order issued from Simla, notified that petrol was to be rationed in India 
beninniiig from. August 15. 

Madrim War- Fund reached a total of £ lflOO,OCO, 


Aufuat 1941 

Tim two principal incidents of (die month were the death of the 
world famoun poet Rahindra Math Tagore in Calcutta and the initiation 
of a debate in the House of Commons by the Secretary of State ( Mr. L. S. 
Ainery ) on the administrative ehangea in India. 

The poet's death was universally znoumed by all sections of people 
and huge meetings were held throughout India to pay their respectful 
heoMige to the great departed. 

]£r. Amery in initiating the debate in the House of Commons 
re: expenaion of the Viceroy's Bzeeutive Council, remarked that the 
Viceroy had selected men whom he believed to be best fitted forthe* 
work in hand and oonoloded by sarying that the development maihed a. 
ehange not indeed in the form of the constitution hut in its spirit. 

Tho Government of Bengal issued a communique severely warning 
the profiteers. 


Moon VI 1 iOBBQNIOIJS'W J 

oC PrinoM iSonbin 
’to jeiMssidcr quecstions »zd!afttiig to the war intomol aomrity mnA Um 
politioifl aituaiion aBtfam'theyraffoQtod the *6tate8. 

The Hindu lekw^i^^mmittn eontillelaa the task of cotlification ofilair. 

The Cenanittoe otithe Tedenition of Indian Chambcre of C o ni gie w 
eent .a*teledrMD to^ttia *Vioero3f*e iPrivnto ‘Bocnta^ re: 'Some ofajoBliaMbki 
leaMceB to the Indo-dlumia Imniigration .^^gieement 

in Hie Beogd LefiMlative tkumol|» the Boq^ of the 
Benemia Oommininn i £loitd iOornmlealetf) araa oQnudm»d« ao tW the 
▼iewa oxpreated hy ttoe tKipiflaor jcepreaentotiviea :help the Ctoeam- 
ment in Iraming th^ ipdfi^ 

The Bt. Hon. Hr. liL B. Jafyeknt, 4Bjq»eMed the view on 'Noetaif 
that the lemedy (or India was eiot viviaeetton hut greater fattami iratton. 

Hr. Amery in a Obateaent in the Honae of Ooraeaena ro: tovUattsM 
to Ha Indian Promoial Haanuera to Join Indian Sfational IManoi 
CQaiial,BaHL Hut Huy weea anvttod to then oapaeky ae Prime M aa t to er 
and rpgaidleaa ol their poraonal, party turroominmal aiBIiattoni. 

The AJI India Alwr Ikh^ Ooaleeenoe reviewai the p o B aca t 
aituatian in the oountiy. 

The Walking Commtttoe of the JBl-India ICoalem La^gne condudel 
ita ecMuion to Bombay after paaaing moiutioni on tiie qneatioB of the 
induaion of Hoaloma in the expanM 1^oeroy*a Council aud She Natioaal 
Ddenoe Conned the political and oommunaf eituatioii and other sterna. 

^ Hr. V. D. fiavarkar, Pkcaidentof the Hindu Maha&abha, advised the 
Britiah Govermnent to take a leaaan fnan the policy of the Moalem 
League and suggested that the Hiadn Baaigathaniiia could be relied on 
in defending the onity, integrity and freedom of India. 

tot Mr. L 8. Anm Secretary of Stale for ladia mad Bnmia, loitiated a debate 
is the House of CSnumoos, on the sdamiatimtive ohaefces in India. Hr. Aaury 
said that for what were undonhiedlf hey voaidena the Vioaaoy had edectea 
mta whom ha beliered to be indivktoally h&i lued for the work to bend. 
To attem^ to make eo small a body at ee Esecutire Oanneil reprasantativa 
of all diirerent eieawnu of India'a natlanal lito wonld ohvlonalv hana been 
impoifible. The important thina waa to god a tenrn of indlvidital co m pa t eaea 
and willing to ehare ooileeUve reaponaibilily of the Oooneil. and^ ha vcntnied 
to aay that the Viceroy had definitely auoeecdcd. The old Eseeutive eoatained, 
apart from the Vaoeioy, four Eoropeaa and ihrea ledian Mambera. In the 
new Eaeeatire. the tout Indian membera woidd be in a malority of two to enc^ 
‘‘the derelopment uamg a change not todmd to the form of the conetiSntion 
but to ita epirit*' 

In the Brnijpai Icgidatire Aeaembly, on ae ad]eara«ent Mtion by Br. 
Kaliaakiha SanyaL C&ief Whip of the oflfeiil Oongicaa Pnty. the aetion of tha 
Goremmeni in witodrawtng the c onc eae i on of eoaditiondl raleaae of tanrachs 
pfiaeecia waa erilieiaeiL 

In the Bengal Ugfalaave Connell, a earring appeal for mity and tomony 
to view of the danger threatening Bengal aa a remit of the trend of cventi 
in tha war, waa aude by Khwapi Sir Baamaddia, Hema Mtoialcr. 

The Govaraaieat of Banml lamed a oomamniqiw aintfog to eonacslBB with 

svA.';JKiis: “S&.”'s^jrjrjssi 

toM dl th. pmnn M tw diipoMl to pw don p w l f u ri o g vitk o Bern 
Mtwl *o dnido oodto FoUoo, IMo mi 

» 
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lai. Bengal paiA bomajiQe to ona of her illuatrioita aonii Sir P. C> RoTi the 
oecaaioii bdog the ceiabrataon of hia Slat bir^^y. , . . ^ 

Dr. 8. N. A. Jafri, a member of the All-Indie Miialim I^aene. 
el Leeknoir* aeid: ‘•The fl»e year planning CommittM H tte Al|4iidie 
Mnatim Lmne ie not dormant'’— At the Madras eeaaion of the AlMndle 
Muilim League^ a Committee oonalaUnir of 6 membra wae formed lor the 
eoeetiiailomd, economic and edoeational ptanning of the MosMlmana of Indhk 

Sardar Saroul Singh Oareaheer. aetfiig Preaident of the Indie Forward Bloe« 
in pnreoaoce of the deesaion of the working Committee of the Forward Bloc, 
wrote to the General SeereUry of the All^ndia Congrcaa Committee, reqneating 
him to eonrene a meeting of tlm A. 1. O. C. at an early date. 

In the Ooehin Legialatire Oonneit, Mr. A. Madhara rrabbu, Uewjui Pd^kar 
and Member for Land Rerenae, moved for a grant of Ba. 2,82,610 for Land 
Revenue. 

M Mr. M. R. Jayakar, apeaking at the Tilak Anniveraary celebrationa at Pma, 
made a plea that in the iiitereata of all Che political diadlock In India abotild Iw 
resolved and that tbe Congress ani Mahatma Gandhi be persuaded to call on 
C^ Satyagraha movement and restore popular Governments. ... 

Mahatma Gandlii, opening the EhadI Vidyalaya at Wardha, deelkred : 
'*we want to achieve the welfare of the world by truth and non-violence.” 

The Working Committee of the Bihar Muslim Leag'ie at a meeting held at 
Patna* rescinded its earlier decision to observe the ”Bihar Sharif Day” 
on Aagost 15, in view of the Government Communique banning meeting, 
to be held in connection with the communal rioting in Bihar BbariL— The 
Committee referred the matter to* Mr. M. A. Jinneh^ for edviee and gukbnoe. 

The financial resolte of the C. P. and Bcrar Government for lMO-41, chewed 
that receipta amounted to Rs. 5,26,33 lakhs and the expenditure on revenue 
account amounted As. 4,76,41 lakhs leaving a cioaing balanoe Bs. 1,45,84 lakhi. 

4tk. At a meeting of the Standing Commutes of tho Chamber of Princes in 
Bonify qiieationfc relating to tbe war, internal, aeeurity and the political 
aituation as far as they aflbeted the States were disoussea.— Uis Highness the 
Jam Saheb addrecsed the meeting.. 

The Hlndu> Lew Committee oompletcd the teek of eodificatton of law.— - 
They* concluded a general seview of the law of sncceaeioD and iMrepared four 
memoranda on the euojeot. 

Aoharva Kdpalinl, Genesel Seeretery of the Congreeti obeerved el Werdha* 
moi ; ^Mr. Amery hae epoken again. He eeeme Co euppoct thet if ho repeate 
himedf often enough he witt carry convbtiona.” 

Oliu The Bengal AgriouHural Debtore (Second Amendment) Bill, at it emerged 
from the LegUradve Aieembly* wm paeeed by the Bengal Legicletfve Council. 

In the Bengal IjCgialatlve Aciemhly, oonsideraiion oi the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendmenli Bill waa held «p. 

ilh. In the Bengal Legislative Aeeembly, ae a result of a compromiae arrived 
at between the Government and the OpimeUion, the (Uleutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment! Bin was recommended to the same Select Ommittce.. Ine OommHlee 
wne directed to submit their report by November 18, 2841. 

WU Dr. BeUndra Nath Tagore, the poet, died at tho ago .ol 81 in bit anceatlal 
homsb in Caloutta. 

K. FmIoI Bik|. Fnmter, iHoed • lUlaMnt in eoBoaioii 

tritli the tettiMMiit .Rived et & tbe Bengel deeembh over the Cekatte Uoaieiiwl 
Ael (Amendment Bill. 

. oAdreaelng tha Independent Gronp of the 

Indian Mevehante Chamber in Bombay, made eu eppeel to influential merehanto 
to pjMrtuade B^etna GandM to call off his eatyegraho movement in tftder to 
raeolvo the political deadlock. 

m. In the Bengal Legislative Oonncil, Ml parties nnited in paying 1 

ammoryof Dr. B^odranath Tagore.^ The Bouee recorded Ue deep" 
sorrow and irreparable loes and adjounied u a mark of leepeei to Dr. 
memory. 

Sir ^ny Mody. Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council, epeeking in Bembay. 
expreeeed the belief that there wea greet eeope for iodiistriel eimeion undw 
tbe new opportuaitiee which Ia<tia had, and that there would be a^ 
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kip brimd in not induitrinl cxpunlon provided then wee fait deelins vn all 


flk. H. E. 8ir Blaniiee Hallett, Governor of the United Provineee replying to no 
addieoe presented to him bj the Dietrtei Soldiers Bonn! et Allnh«bed» enid : 
**T1ie position is inoompnmbly better thnn n yesr or even s few montlis ngOL 
bni we sre senrcely within sight of the dswn of victory. Tliere nre signs of 
storm in the For Esstcrn 8liy end the mighty Germsn War Machine ia atill 
laigelj^ unimpaired though It has received some daniage from the sturdy Rusaiau 

At a meeting of the Booth Indian National Assodation In Madras, the auhieet 
of discussion was **'rhe Expansion of the Vlceroy*B Council**. Mr. T. Krishna- 
machari was in the Chair. Representatives of different politieal patties parti- 
cipated in the debate and the Chairman in winding up the proceedings pleaded 
that the time had come when people should impress on Gandhiji that he had 
got to review the political situation in India and that the Congress must once 
sgsin import realism into Indian Politiea. 
lOlh. A meeting of the Committee of the Federation of. Indian Chamber of Com- 
meres and industry was held in New Delhi under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
Ghimsnial B. Bfelita.*~The Committee eonhrmcd the action taken by tlie President 
in aendi^ telegrams to the rrtvaie Secretary to the Viceroy and Sir Girija 
Shankar Bajpai, auggeatliig that, in view of soma objectionable featurea in tlis 
Indo-Burma Immigration Agreement there was absence of proper atmosphere 
for unbisssed and fair consideration of the Indo-Ceylonese relations. 

The all parties Sikh Conference held at Amritsar, passed a resoltiiioa condem- 
ning the policy of the Government for not including a Sikh in Uie expanded 
Eiacutivc Council of the Viceroy and the “extremely meagre” representation of 
the eommuiiity in the National Defence Council. 

Mr. Chandravarkar, President of the National Liberal Federation, adtlreasing 
a public meeting at Nagpur, declared : “If the British Government are really 
anxious to part with power in India, they mnst declare’ a time*ltmii within whieft 
they would confer Dominion Status on her and leave the onus of presenting 
an agreed constitution on Indians tbemaelves.” 


lllk. Sir James B. Taylor, Governor, Reserve Beiik of India, addressing the ssventb 
annual general meeting of the aharehoiders of the . Reserve Bank of India* in 
New Delhi, observed : “Our net prodte during the year have increesed very 
largely, smonnting to Rs. <2,79 lakhs as compared, with Ra. 29 lakha for Uie half 
year ended June iKX 1940 and Rs. 23 lakhs for the prsviont 12 months.” 

In the Bengal liCgislative Council, the Reimrt ot the Lend Revenue Commiasioii 
was diaeusaed. Moving that the report be taken mio contideration, the Revenue 
Minister (Sir B. P. Singh Roy) explained* that the objact of the motion tablecl 
by Government was to soord an opportunity to the ilouss to express its mdnioii 
on the far reaching recommendatioiis. of tbs Land Riveaue Commission sffecUng 
the t^e of over 80 p.e. of the people- of Bengal, so that Government might in 
fnuning their poliey take into consideration the viswa expressed by the popular 
xepieasatativea. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Workmens’ Gompeniiation (Detigal 

Amendment) Bill and the Mktemity Beiedt iTea fiRatesf Bill, sponsored 
by Mr. H. 8. Buhrawardy, Finance and Ijabour Minister, were referred to 
8moei Commlttsas. Two other short Bills, one of them the Eastern Frontier Rides 
Bengal Battalion (Amendment) Bill, as nnssed by the Assembly, were passed. 

In the Bengal Legisimtive Assembly. Bengal’s grief and sorrow nt the death 
of Dr. Rabindrsnath. Tagore found expeeaekm when different Party LtmUra 
peii tributes to bis lilt mid work. 

Mnnlann MohssMd Akiam Khan. Vice-President of the Bengal Provincial 
Mnalim League and member of the Working Committee of the 
Mnalim Lsegue, in the eswras of a atatement fa Osleutta, said : **The Muslim 
Lmgns was not Rndy to Join a Defcnee Oounell in which the Mnsttme worn 
tone In n minoiim and tlina commit national aoieide by praeliealij 
and cataMtshlng in faei the principle of ma)orily role al the 


Moban Mnlavlya, In a atatement from 

I hoMing of piiblie meeUnga on Augnet 17, to rapeat the 
lha Oornmnnal Award and Separate Commnaal iaeeto c s t es. 
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fiir ANlill Halim Ghiittmvi. Dsfmif Laader ol «Ae Iada|«ndeyt Parif 
la Ikt Oftttial Ui^tiTa kmmmj reaii;iiad liia mcmlierdup of the IWy. 

IML In Um Bengal fitftlalative Aaaemhif, .8tr Aziznl Uaqne, the ipeaker* referred 
tn'tlm dMth oTtfaa uiaaaeu of WySm^i^. 

Nir P. ^ *n -i^rcaa preamted to him on Mialf of the 


Indian CheaiMal 


ctiifcia* AoaoeiaUoo iti Calcutta, ezprmaed the view 


that 'a liharal elate « poli^ to render all aanisunee to chemical and pliamu- 
' » aa ahm atm 


Mneese am port .fmi the pnbUc wcxe needed for 

dha 4 irowth tof *aiieh cnterpriaea. 

Nawab iBaliattur Var Jung fiahadnr, PeeiUlent of the Alltliidia Statco Haalim 
LaipK, /In .a /atatanient to the Preaa, eontmilicrcd the reiM pabliabed in 
OMitnenniiapiM thal'lhetuenibeia of thei^tniiditig Commttiee ef the AlMiidia 
fimioa lliialim d^eonne decided to nmke vigoioua efrorta:for enrofnient of at 
lamd m hundred dlioiwand reemlia from the t^tatai of Hajimtana, Bohilkhand 
and ihe dkmlbani'patt.df tte Pan}ab and the >11. P. 

„ Abdili Haiid, ez-Hiiiiatcr and Genefal fftereUry of the Bind 

IVennflial Hualim SUwiie, in a ataleawitt tfrom :Sain^lM, obeerved : **8o long 
#a the Snallm iheafiiie ^doea .not call n^m iia .memlicfn ?to withdraw from 
Pmdnehl legiidhitafia juul Provincial Cabineie, ‘the Untltm Iwagne Premiere 
hane to gn wnd iptcfocm the dnttea devdUing uihni dhem in their official 


I tUd eiotweeefit the reeiimallon df iihe tnwmbarffiitti iff tte Conncil 

of the AIMaiffia Jltialim League teudefod hf fhe Nnnrab df ca&tari. 

Mr. NL li. fwmail, wtlio waa amoinial tlm tffiovammetft.tff ninllia'a trade 
ifiirewntnfiea ta Ivan, deft for ^JVharan liy Abe daiiit troute wta Quettn. 

Hie KfimWanrjr AwChttr sHo]tr, lloverner ed Jlfadeae, lObao^ in declaring 
open dm lUhsaa ttctawoe Jle«kK^uition« 'lliia war fhaa got to-be longht to a 
ftniah hemnae 41 it da jiat are ndll liave anolher mmr iln s ffear feara!*' 
llie Klw Hwnlde ddc. M. tt. la^akar. nddaeamg w rUMeting tff Um i^th 
Indlae iniiaata in llombas^ an Pahtatnii, csyneMBd 'view .that dim .itniedy 
lor India waa nat aklaaetino ‘but gieaier dzamiiaHitioii wild .mntual 
nademtaadiniE. 

In the BengdI lipgMlaliae Amciulily, the drii mdliitkni on Hie agenib 
«i|;ed the U ov a m am nt to frame « comiathctuive ei^eiiw to |«ivmeiil Jirenchce 
in the embankment of n twer in Eaat lietigal. The ncHdidioo wnn aicimtivetl 
hy the Houae. 

The Bengal Lesbiative Council, gave Die unaniaMma vodBct, In tSie funa of n 
•on-official icaolttthm en the agmiuctit betwHii the (•nremanenla of Iwdia juul 
Bmrma on the qneation of Indtan hnniigraiina hi Hnnsm— **VarioM aerjue.tff 
tho lndo*Bnrmm Immicrarimi Agreement, aucli a« the litani 7 tcnT, the fwrjneiit 
of hkh entrance nnd remdenluil Cere, and regiatraHon of Indlmie me iii|&hif 
tAjaationaMe and diacrimlnaiwr^*’ 

IMh. Hli Esoallaacj the Viceroy addreaetiig the workera of CemenI Uotan in 

made an aiqieal to give the araiiea in the iri«l all the weaiwae needed for notary. 

fhe Onvemment of Bengal aivMUiitcd a rommitire roniMiing of officiab and 
nonwISelaia to couatder the toMidoii in regard lo the finnorvntion af itamn 
nnd Ml in Bengal partidnlaHy In the mciTed forcata. and la necomaMnd nadi 
menanrm na nmy aiqiear feaaible for their heiter iweoervataon. 

Iflh. The Inmntea of Banliniketaa end tfrinflmtan paid their homage to dm 
memory of Dr. Bahindraaatk Tg^om on die oceaaion of the Bnadh rewmony 
of thnMat 

Mr. M. A. iiaaah, Prerident of the Modem Lragno in n otalement famwd 
Inen Bombay replied to the chaigea made %ainaA him by Me. A. E. SMnl 
Hnq, tho Bangal Premier. 

At a moating of Iho Working Committeo of tho Poniab 
Md ol Lahore, n reanlation rehcimting fall ennidemw in the [ _ 

Jlnnah oa Pkimidcat of the Alt India Moolem lieegnn and of 1 
Xknn na tho IVomkr of tho IHinbh wm pamid. 

Tho Woiking Uimmittoe of tho Attrlndb lIMn I 

rrsaas?* “ I— ~ ‘ ^ 
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Hr. M. 6. Antiff Umber of the Viemj'e Esoeotifo Comieil, laid at Taolaal : 
*Tba aebam of the emaded Couneil of H. E. the Vieaioj ie avovadlj aol a 
aieaaiue of eoaatitutionaf advance but deeigned only at a war Beaaare**. 

lltb. The Bengal Legidative Aaaembly paiaed the Raw Jote Taxation Bill, which 
provided lor the levy of a tax on raw {uie purchaoed the oeenpUn of Jate 
nilla and by Eiippeia of jnte, f6r the iniipoee of carrying oat neaaiiiai for the 
etabtiiaatloB of inie pricee, and for furthering the intereata of the giowcra of 
inte in the province and of the inte indnetry generally. 

In the Bei^ Legielative Couneil, the riae in the prices of rice and cloth 
fanned te suqeet of a qnestion. 

Ifth. Mr. JL E. Fazlol Huq, the Bengal Premier, made an appeal to the P^e 
of Bengal to oootribnte the whole or part of their day's income to War nods 
on Set&mber 3. 

Mr. Amsiy, Secretary of State for India, made a statement re : invitdliii da 
the Indian Provincial Premiers to join India's National Defence Couneil. 

The Prime Miuttlers of all the provinces In which working of the ooastitution 
has been unintempted were Invited by the Viceroy to join the National Defence 
Gonncil in Uidr capacity as Prime Minister and regardicas of their provincial 
party or communal affiliations. Not only were they invited in their capacity as 
Prime Minister, bnt they accepted the invitations in that capacity and in the 
light of their constitutional responsibility and obligation to the peoples and the 
provinces as a whole. 

fOfh. The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed the Markets Regulation Bill which 
provided for the licensing and regulation of markets in Bengal. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the debate on the Land Revenue 
Commission report was talked out. 

tut Mr. E. M. Munshi, former Home Minister in the Congress Ooveroroent of 
Bombay when he spoke on Akhand Hindusthan (undivided India) observed 
In CalcuMa, 'Tndia is one and indivisible and those who believe in Its integrity 
should resist by all possible means any attempt to divide her into Hiudu 
India and Moslem India. 

Wind. In the Bengal Legislative 0)unci1, an account of the relief measures taken 
by the Government in connexion with the cyclone in certain parts of Bengal 
was given by Sir Bijoy Prasad Biiigh Boy, Revenue Minister. 

The deputation on owalf of the Muslim members of the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly, led by Sir Mahomed Shah Nawaz Khan of Mamdot saw Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, at his residence in Bombay. 
The deputatioiiists had a long discussion with Mr. Jirnsh on the pro[Osed 
disciplinary action against three members of tlie League who formed the Vicero 3 's 
Expanded Executive Council and the National Defence Council. 

tM. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. Bengal Premier, in a telegram sent to the Secretary, 
All-India Moslem Lesgue, stated : *'We maintain that there has been no breach 
of discipline on our part and therefore no question of disciplinary action 
can miae. 

Mr. O. M. blartin, Commiaaioner of the Chittagong Division m^ed sn agri- 
enltural research Sub-atation of the Indian Central Jute Committee in 
Konda village, Tipperah district. 

A new Dmence of India Buie (published from Simla) enabled the Government 
to take or to require people to take, such measures in respect of any premises 
as might be necessary to make the premises lem readily recognizable in the event 
of an enemy attai'k. 

The All-Judia Abrar Tabliq Conference concluded its aeatioo in New Delhi. 
Maulana Azarall Mazhar, a|ieakitig at the Conference, reviewed the political 
•ituatioii in the country and tl^e efforts made by the different organizationi to 
come to an understanding acceptable to all 'communities and bow thcM had 
IMPivcd a failure. He added that the time had arrived for the Abnra to take 
a dallnita deeiaioo in order to achieve their goal. 

Mh. Mahatma Gandhi, in a atatement from Wardlia expressed the opfaion Ihal 
tba lado-Borma agreement waa an undeserved slur both on India and Bwrma 
and that be reload to believe tbai it waa made in leaponse to a vital cry 
Ifum tba great BurwMae nation. 

Madana Mohamed Zato All Kltan, addieaMng a pnblle Md 
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under tbe*. euepieei of Uie Mndru Dietriek Mnellni Lengoe; obeerred: "Indin 
would not ntuin independence unleee the Hindne end the Bfuilinie nrri?ed 
et en agreed eolution of their problem and the only way by which inch 
an agreed eolution could be reached wae the acceptance A the Fakietaa eeheme 
by the U indue.** / 

The Working Coipmittce of the AIMndia Moelem League met in Bombay at 
Ur. Jinnah*e reeidence. At the onteet Mr. Jinnah acquainted the Committee 
about hie interview with the Viceroy on the conetitution of the National 
Defence Council and the expanaion of the Exerotire Council. Mr. Jinnah 
criticized some of the memliers of the Moelem League includiog the three 
Premiers (Sir Sikander Hyat Khan of Punjab, Mr. A. IC. Fasinl Uuq of Bengal 
and Sir Maulevi Saiyed Muhammad Saadulla A Assam, who joined the Defence 
Council). 

Speeches condemning the communal award were delivered at a largely 
attended public meeting held in Calcutta. Dr. Shyama Prosad Mooke^ 
presided. 

2Skh. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan and Sir Midiammed Saadulla, Premiers of th*e 
Punjab and Assam, following tlie demand of the Muslim League, decided 
to resign from the National Defence Council. 

Sir John Herbert. Governor of Bengal, in bis reply to addresses at Krishnam. 
referred to problems of public health, roada, waterways, education and 
operative credit in Nadia District. 

The Working Committee of the All- India Mualim Leaipie returned ite 
leuion in Bombay and passed s resolution calling upon Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan. Sir Mahomed Saadulla and Mr. Fazlul Huq. rremiera of the Poniab. 
Aeeam and Bengal reepectively, to reelgii from the National Defence Council— 
The resolution also announced tiiat Sir Sikander Hyat Khan and Sir Mahomed 
Saadulla already expressed their willingness to resign from the National Defence 
Council.— Mr. hazlul Huq was given 10 days* time to resign from the National 
Dsfsnce Council. 


26tb. Ihe Working Committee of the All-India Moslem Leagne concluded its 
session after passing resolutions on the question of the inclusion of the 
Moslems in tne expsnded Viceroy’s Executive Council and tlie National 
Defence Council, the political and communal eituation in the country, the 
Indo-Biirroa Agreement and the Bthar-Sharif riotB.—Tbe Committee called 
upon Sir Sultan Ahmed, member-designate of the Viceroy*t Executive Council, 
the Nawnb of Cbhatari and Begum Shah Nawaz, membert of the Nalionai 
Defence Council, to resign from their respective bodies within ten days. 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan in a statement from Bombay, said : have decided 

to lender my resignation of the membership of the National Defence Conncil. 

Sir Siiltnii Ahmed in an interview at Patna, said : *'l have no statement to 
make at present. 1 shall await the formal receipt A the resolution A the 
Working Committee from the League authorities.*' 

Khan Bahndur Allah Bsksb, the Sind Premier declared at Karachi : '*lo view 
of the grave rciponsibillty and also in view of the internatioual situation and 
the vulnerable position of bind in geueral and Karachi in particular, i felt 
ill the interest of the province that 1 should accept a seat on the National 
Defence (^iiiicil '* 

A chary a Kri^ialanl, in an interview at Lucknow, declared : *If any atarnggla 
ill the world is going on according to plan, it la the picaent Batyagraha 
movement of the Congreaa.*’ 


*<7lh. Mr. M. A. Jinnah. President of the All-India Moslem l>aga^ eiplatncd 
at a Prees Conference in Bombay, the implication of some A the rssolulioiia 
adopted by tbs Working Committee of the I^icague. 

Mr. V. 1>. Savarkar, Resident A the Hindu Mabasabha, in a atatpsaat 
iesued from Bombay, obaerved iutcralia : *1 hope that the Icmoob ta bajwmt 
from the i>oUcy of the Mualim League will not be loat on the HHMi 
Government too. So far aa the defence of India againat any invaaiiM from 
ouUdde or from anarchy within ia concerned, it ia the Uimlir Ssngwiianlits 
alone who are sure to prove the pillara of atrength, the Hindu SansMhaniata 
alone can be depenoed upon aa tha moat tniated leaerve fom who will 
never spare the last drop A blood ia their veins to dsfentt the unity, 
integrity and freedom of India aa a nation and a State.** 

In the Bengal Legielatire Assembly, by agreement between the Oovernment 
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iind the OpiNHiiiion. the conpiclenition of the Sccondery KJiicetiofi Bill; which 
wee to have oecn reciimcd. wm iKMtponed. 

Mr. 8. Setyemiirii, eddreMinK e mibtic meeiinft at BlylaiKin, eipreeeed the 
Oftiiiioa that ConKreea should resume office in the proviiicea. 

A Commaniqne from Simla stated : "Attention has been drawn lo the 
reeent proceedings of the Working Committee of the Muslim TiCagae snd 
to the statement which has been issued by tlie Premier of the Paojab, 
coitscqneni on his resignation from the NatiousI Defence Council." 

tetli. Mr. JInnah issneii a statement from Bombay restating his position. He 
observed iart*r alia: ^‘I'hc explanation that has been given, presumably, on behalf 
of Ijord Linlithgow, in the communique ihited August 27, liNi from Simla, 
regarding the recent decision of the Working Committee of the All-Indin Moslem 
I^eague, and the statement which has becii issued by Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, 
consequent on his resignation from Uie National Defence Council, is a lengthy 
and wordy explanation of points other than the real and vital one which forma 
the basis of the resignation of Sir Sikander Hyat Khan viz, that occordiM to 
the text of the message of His Excellency the Viceroy. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 
was appointed as a representative of the great Moslem Community." 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, two ofticial Bills were disposed of. Th^ 
were the Workmen's Compensation (Amendment* Bill sponsored by Mr. H. s. 
Suhrawardy, Finance Minister, and the Bengal State »Aid to Industries (Amend- 
ment) Bill, introduced by Mr. Tamiziiddih Khan, Minister in charge of 
Amculttire and Industries. 

Air. Jamnadas Alchta made an appeal to Hindus, at a meeting at Poona, to 
join in large number the Hindn Mahasabha which was the only body which 
taught them to defend themselves and assert their rights to full citizenship in 
the country, thus assuring the future of democracy in India. Mr. N. C. Kelkar 
presided. 

Dewan Bahadur K. S. Bamaswami Sasrti. Vice-President. All-India Hindu 
Afahasabha in a statement from Aiadras, observed : 'The Hindu Mahasabha 
Is out for achieving immediate Dominion Status and for nation-wide industrialisa- 
tion and militarisation as the immediate step to that immediate goal. We 
cannot take part in the Congress Anti-war Satyagraha or in the Mualim League’! 
Anti-united India Satyagraha." 

29th. The Afaharajadbirai Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab Bahadur of Burdwan died 
of heart faHiire at Burdwan. 

In the* Bengal Legislative Council, a resolution that the Qoveninient should 
take steps for the immediate provision of two free beds in the Jadabpur 
Tuberculosis Hospital, was passed. 

Dr. H. C. Alukherji, addressing a meeting in Bombay on "How far dues 
the Congress represent political India, asserted that the charge of coromunalism 
brought against the (^ingress by such different organizations as the Muslim 
League and the Hindu Mahasabha was sufficient proof that the (Congress was 
above any weakness of that kind. II it had, the Congress would have won the 
approval of one or the other of those two organizations". 

ilaulana Abul Kalam Azad, President of the Indian Natkmal Coogress wired 
to Mr. P. Tahttnmani : "1 consider it inadvisable on the part of the Sind 
Congrees to demand Khan Bahadur Allah Baksh’s resignation from the Defenoe 
Counca." 

Nth. Peo|de of every community were represented at a meeting called by the 
Sheriff of Cblentta to pay honme to the memory of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore. 

The Bengal Chamber of (jommerce strongly recommended that the propoitl 
to alter luwmal Calcutta busmess hours from 10 A. M.— A-30 P. AI. to 9 or 
9-30 A. M. to 4-30 P. M. should be put into operation from Otstober 1. 

Sir 8. Badhakrishnan, Vioe-Qtancdlor of the Benares Hindu University, In a 
•talemeat appealed to the generous-minded Prinoes, merchants and other well- 
wiaher of the Benarss University to help it to wipe off the debt of nearly Ba. 
20 lakba and to enable it to W4^ in a fitung manner. 

Slat Sir TeJ Bahadur Sapm, lo a apeadi in OdcuUa, laid itresa on ladia’i duty 
in the wnr, appredation of the expansion of the Viceroy's Exeentive Oounetl 
and the nera to solve the communal question. 

A bionie statue of Sfar Surendranath Banneriee was unveiled by Sir Td 
Bahadur Sapm, io Oaleatta. 
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The Cooficil of the Bihar Prormcial Xiiilini l^ea^e .a molatioo JiOo^vtad 
al FOna, diro(*ted all tiioie mcmbcm of the Leapie ecn tii^ oo the «arioM mr 
Obrnmittoef in Bihar to resiisa lordiwith from 4 hoao «ommitUsM. 

Mr. V. IK Kavarkar. President of Uic AU-Iiidta ifitida Mahaaabha, apeaktnfi; 
al a fooeption given to him in Bombay, do'larod : *'Wlieii <tlie Mualim League 
demaiida more >11100 the pound of Hean on behalf of the Blualima, the Oonjjjjew 
aa a aatioiial orgaDiiatioa will not be oMe to apeak on behalf of the fimdiM 
aad flientoe a aepatale oixanizafion of the Mindne ia Tery aeaential.'” 

Bir 0 ita Bam, Preaident of the 15 . P. Lagialdtive GanncH, denlared at 
Laolbiow : *The eneiieniion pvea ns no vTumra of oflariiig a ironaidcmd or 
OKanlied oplnioii on anything eoneeming the provincial adiainietimtioB. 
Dif^on, aaaoelatien and inflaenee are the fliree atagee of pefUUeal oreftation 
rie-a^ the people and the government’* 


September 1941 

The main item of interest of the month is Mr. Wiaeton Chnrohill'B 
referenee to India in the House of Commons. Speaking on tlia Atfamtio 
Charter and its implieatione, the Premier said that the Joint Declaration 
did not qualify in any way the various statements of policy which 
had been made from time to time about the development of 
oonstitutional government in India, Burma and other parte of the 
British Empire, statements which will be found to be entirely in harmony 
with the conception of freedom and justice which inspired the joint 
declaration. 

Aoharya 'Kripalani, General Secretary of the Congress, presiding over 
a Khadi Parishad in Bombay, discussed the question of centralisation of 
industry as it affected the country. 

His Majesty the King-Emperor desired that the 7th. would be 
observed as a Day of Prayer and Thanks-giving all over India. — ^it was 
observed aooordingly. 

The Government of ludia convened the Textile Conference. 

Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq, the Bengal Premier, resigned his member- 
ship of the National Defence Council constituted by the Viceroy. 

The India and Burma Postponement of Elections Bill passed its third 
reading in the House of Commons. 

Mr. Jlnnah expelled Sir Sultan Ahmed and Begum Shah Nawaz 
from the Moslem Lssgue Organisation. He did so in pursuance of tho 
resolution of the Working Committee of the All-India Moslem League. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Deeai and Acharya Narendra Dev were released 
nnoonditionally. 

The Bengal Aiaemhly wae prorogued till November. 

Khan Bahadur AUa Bux assured his audience in Bombay that tho 
Congress Party in Sind would oontinua to lend its support to thp Sind 
Ministry. 

The Indns Commission, presided over by Sir B. N. Jtan to 
investigate the Snd Government's complaint against tho Punjab Government 
in respect of the waters of the Indus, began its session at Simla. 

l^atma Gandhi writing in the Khadi Jagat, expressed the opinion 
that it was not wrong in any way to teO blankete to the soldien and 
ttml it WM unavoidaUe to help the war indixeetly. 
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Tha BKhur Govenuneoir: daddadF tor lania an' oaeRht vaaiker Ilia 
Dribnoa. of Ibdia Bulai prohibiting, tha holding of * tHa: Alb Sadia Ckm* 
farenoa'of tha Hindu Mahaaabha in^many of tha diatriataxd Bihar. 

It waa offieially annonncad that tha first, mealing of the National 
DaCsnoa- CSoonoil would take>plaoe at^iula on October fi. 

lit Mr. C. R. 8rinivaMn. sddreMing a public meeting at Salem, on **dia present 
politiesl fitnation/’ appealed to* the |«opla to rr(|iieit Qandhiji to roriair aad 
raeonsider the Satyagraha programme of the Oonpe^ in- Ihe* light of' the 
happenings of the iiast one year. He urged that eltlier a* meeting of the All* 
India Ooiigrets Committee shonld be called or a spaoial seetion of the Coagrcee 
held for reriewing the sitnation.’* 

Mrs. Sarojini Natdu, atidreMing a meeting of CongrcMmen of Bengal on the 
ideals and erolution of the Congreaa at the ofKce of the Bengal Prorineial 
Congreaa Committee in Calciitta, expressed tier admiration for tl e Eugliih people 
from Mr. WtnaCoii Churchill down to the rxHii»gctt child' of Britain who did 
not bealtate to stake their livea to let England be frne. Mrs. Naiclii further 
observed that by the wea|K»ii of non* violent resistance they could achieve more 
than what armed forces could perform. 

In a telegram to tlie Govern ssetit of India, tlie Committee of' the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce. Calcutta protested sgainsi the decision of the governssent 
to proceed with the Indo-Cevloiiese negotiations. 

Sod. In the Bengal Legislative Council, two official Bills were dealt with. 
Kbawaja Sir Nazimuddin. Home Minister moved that the Calcutta and the 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1041, be taken into consideration, llie St 
'Iboroas* School (Amendment) Bill. l041. was also taken into coiishleraiion. 

In the Baigai Legislative Assembly, strong protests against the Indo*Bnrma 
Immigration Agreement were voiee<l. when a resolution was passed condemning 
the Agreement and urging the Bengal Government to impreaa npon the 
Government of India the necessity of taxing early steps for its modification. 

Mr. Qeoffry W. Tyson, siieaking on the l^nd anniversary of the war in 
Calcutta, observed: '‘As regards supply, inspite of the quite extraordinary output 
of the Domiiiioiis, Intlia stands in the lead of the countries east of Biica both 
in point of volume and efficiency." 

M. His Excellency I^rd Linlithgow in a broadcast from Simla, on the oeraaion 
of the **2nd unniversnry of the war dcelnrcd: *'lnclia is nwskc ; she is mighty and 
formidsbie ; and she shall, if you so determine, be mightier yet." 

Sir Archibald Wavcll, Cominsiider-in^Chief in India, in a broadcaat from 
Simla, gave a balance-sheet of the military profits snd losses. 

In the Bengal liCgislative Assembly, about a dozen members, mostly belonging 
to the opposition particiniitcd in the debate on the Secondary Ediicniion Bill. 

Sir lUmaswsmi Miidalinr, Commerce Blcniber, Government of India, observed 
at Karachi : *T am revealing no secret when 1 aay that the members of tha 
Government of India, most of all the Viceroy, have spent day and night in 
continuous thought and in rontinnons anxiety over the i*olitical 
situation in the country. Nobody is more sorry than the Viceroy about the 
politics! deadlock and I can apeak with personal knowledge and full aanae of 
responsibility when I say that the fact will l>e revealed sooner or later to tha 
public that the Viceroy has spared no ]>ains and no trouble in atriving to 
resolve that deadlock." 

4th. Ill tha Bengal liCgislative Cmocil, the Raw Jute Taxation Bill wae taken into 
coneideration aa passed by the Bengal Ijegislallve Assembly. 

The Government of Bengal issued a Press Note, a^ing that there wee a 
provision of Hs. 45,000 as a recurring erant for a tiffin scheme for boya and 
gtrle of aided high echools and eenior' maorashae in tha buc^t for the yeer. 

llie Bengal Legislative Asacmbly rejected by 124 to fiO yotee the oppoeition 
propoeal for recommending the SeiHNidary Edneation Bill to the eeme Scleet 
Ooromittee to conttder certain araendmenta put forward by them. The OoalUhm 
Party and tha Europeans as well as- most of. the. members of the Kriehak Proja 
Party voted with. the Government in turning down the pvopoeel.' 

Sir- Sultan Ahmed in a atatement on the eve of hie asenming the ofliee of the 
Law Mfinsdier of the Ooveromeut of India, laid : 'In aoeepttng the oflbr of Hie 

3 
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RfMlkney the Viceroy to eneceed Sir HnlienaiMl Zefrullidi Kbu, I did nothing 
thni WM at all In eontrafention of the deeiiton of tlie Leagne* nor am 1 afon 
now eonvinccd that I ha?e done anything whieh will be in the leaal fnefodieial 
to the beat interiiti of the Mneealmana of India. . _ 

The determinaUou of the membera cd the Miniaterialiet Party In the Pnnjah, 
aa eleeted and eonatitutional rcMvaentatifca of tlie electorate of the piofliict, 
to midm etery poaaible eontribniion to the aafety of India and the 
findieatlon of the world eanae al atake, waa reiterated in a reaolotioB 
unanlmonaly adopted at a meeting of the Party heid at ladiore. 


Mh. In the Bengal kegialatlre Connell, a non-official reiointion welcoming the 
da^t point Joint declaration made by Prcaident Bnoaevelt and Bfr. Chnrcblll aa 
a^^lable charter of liberty for all peoplea .and nationa of the world" waa 
adopts 

ilh. By an amendment of the Defmiee of India Rulea, power waa taken to 
rcopire local anChoriUea to take precautionary meaanrea. 

Attempta at briiidng about a compromiae between the Government and the 
Oppoaltion in regord to the provialona of the Bengal Becoiidary Education Bill 
were continned. 

Acharya Kripalani, Oenend Saeratary of the Gongreaa, preaiding over a Khadi 
and Village Iiidnatriea Parialiad in Bombay, diaeuaaed the qoeation of centrali- 
cation of iiiduatrv aa it aiTeetcd the country at the preaent and in the future 
when India would be politically free. 

Tib. In. accordance with the wiah of His Mideaty the King-Emperor, tha day waa 
obaerved aa a Day of National Prayar and Tbanka-givinw all over India. 

Ria Highneaa tlie Maharaja of Gooch Bebar. in fnrtheranee of a policy of 
aiioeiating himaelf inorcaaingly with the adminiatration of the State, aaenmed 
charge of the Public Works Department and the audit aeetion of the Audit and 
Finance Department In addition to bia normal funelione in the Connell. 


8th The question of the Oongreea Aaaembly Party's attltnde to tha Premier, 
Khan Bahadur Alla Biiz, in view of bia having Joined the National Defence 
Council, waa oonaidered at a meeting of the Council of the snid Provincial 
Cqngreaa. 

The Bengal I^alaUve Assembly proceeded with the contideration of the 
Secondary Edneation Bill, elanae by clause. 

The Teztile Conference convened by the Government of India met in the 
Bombay MlU-ownera’ Aaaociation premlaes, with Sir Homy Mody, Supply 
Member in the chair. 


His Ezcellency Sir Maurice Hallctt, Governor of U. P. replying to addreases 
of welcoma during bia visit to Barabankl, Lncknow, made a reference to the 
political aituiion in India. 


fth. In tha Bengal liSgialatire Aaaembly. consideration of the Secondary Education 
Bill waa raaumad. 

Acharya KripalanI, Gdheral Secretary of the All-India Congress Committee, 
said In Bombay, ^People to-day may not recogniaa it, but history will record 
that Mahatma Oandhi'a action waa the greatest stroke of genius.'* He added, 
**We certainly cannot ba charged with deserting tiie country and we have not 
committed any error of Judgment. 

.’Mr. Ohiirehtll, in hta speech in the House of Commons declared : "Britain waa 
,pledg8d by the Declaration of Angnat 1940, to help India to obtain free 
wnd equal partneraliip in tha British Commonwealth." 


Iflh. Mr. .A. K. Faikal Hnq, the Bengid Premier, in the course of a letter 
nddreeeed to ’Nawabaadn Liaqitai All iOian, Secretary of the All-India Muslim 
League commnnicatiiig the former's daeisioQ to resign hia memberahip of the 
Wonting Committee and Coancil of the All-India Miialim League^ while 
raigning alio his membership of the Nstioiisl Defence Council obimrved : 
"As a mark of protest against the arbitrary use of power vested in its 
Presidenlt I beg to tender my resignation from the membership cd ^ 
Working Comimttee and the Coancil of the All-India Muslim League." Mr. 
Huq also resigned hie membership of the Natkmsl Defence Coancil. 
conedtutod by th^ioeroy. 

Begum Shsh Nawss, Pminmentaa 7 Secretary, Punjab, announced hm dedsioB 
of not reaignlttg fgam the Natiml Deteee Oouacil. She wee cslled upon 
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Conmiftlee ci the AU-Indift Muslim Lesfiue to do so wit hiu 


lltk Mr. ASNqr, tbe Secretary of State for India* made the followiiig atatameiit 
in niily to n i|ncBtMm:^**11im have been no resignations horn the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council. As regards the newly created National Defence Council, 
Its u^ jmiyiose was, as 1 made clear at the time* to bring the war eflbrt 
tn me Provinces and States* as wdl as in the ranks of Commerce* Industry 
«>^I-nbour into more effective touch with the Central Government” 

The W orkiim Committee of the Moslem Lengtic^ convened by Mr. Jinnsb* 
to siut'e iwilcd niion the members of the I^eague* including tlie Premier of 
flengi^ Punjab and Assam, to resign both from ^e Viceroy’s £xecuti\*e 
and NaUoual Defence Councils on the grounds that they to assoeiated 
SiemselveB with the sto taken without reference to and against the wish of 
Mr. Jiunah as President of the licague. These three Premiers have 
cumidied with tlie request of the Working Committee. 

The Nswab^ of Olihatari had previously rrsagiied from the Defence Council* 
Isegum Sliah Nawaz remained a member of the Council. There have been no 
other resignotioiis. 

Mr. M. A. Jiunah issued a statement to tlie Press in reply to Mr. Fazliil Hiiq. 
lie ito that as ID. 11 uq to complied with tlie resolution of tlie Working 
Committee no furtlier action was iia'essary in his cose. Kegarding Mr. Uuq’s 
letter to the Beeretary, AlMndia Moslem League* he said that the letter would 
be cousulered at tiic proiicr time and place. 

Beveii members of the Orissa Congress Assembly Party seceded from 
to iwrty and formed a separate group of their own witii Pandit Godavaris 
Misia as their leader. 

Didia and Burma Postaonement of Elections Rill passeil its third reading 
in the Uottse of Commons. The Bill extendetl for tiic duration of the war 
Md 12 rnoutha afterwards the maximum life of the House of itepreseutatives 
in Bunna and to Legislative Assembly in tiie devcu provinces in India. 

IMh. The Government of India dei'ided to create a new PeiHirtmcnt, to be 
, ^ Department of Information and Broadcasting in tiic portfolio 
of the Rt Hon. 8ir Akbar Hydari. 

2* to resolution iwssed by the Working Committee of to 
All*lnto M o d em League* Mr. Jinnah expelled bir bultan Ahmed and B^m 
bhah NawM from to Moslem League organization. They were also debarreil 
from beoouuog memben of the licagiie for five years. 

kD. ^ K. Fadul Huq* Chief Minister of Bengal* in a statement to the 
PiM* obserto ; ‘The genius of the Bengali race revolts against autocracy 
therefore, help protesting agoinst the autocracy of a tingle 
individual when I diaenseed the ixilitical situation in my letter to the Secrelmy 
of to All India Moslem League.*’ 

In the togid Legislative Council* non-official Bills were discussed. The 
Bwi gd Local belf-Govemrocnt (Amendment) Bill wai iwssed. 

itata Hta Excdlciicy Bir John Herbert paid a tribute to the part being played 
by Odeu^ te to war effort when he addreeto a meeting or Vioe-Pieeidettta 
and Mnben of the Calcutta National Defence and Bavingw Week Committee. 

In the togal liCgielktive Assembly, ameodmenta with regard to to most 
ctmtrovcrtial provision of the becondair Education Bill, narody, clause 4. 
which set forth the communal ratio in the compodtion of tbo proposed 
Booondary Education Booid, were diecueeod. 


14th. Mr. Ciniidiill’s reference to India in the House of Commone when oxidalii- 
$**9 to lmiilicati<me of the Atlantic Charter wao to oubioet of a atatomont 
iseiied by Sir Te) Bahadur 8apm. 

Khan Bdiadur Alla Bux* Premier of Bind end Mr. B. K* adhwu, Leodv 
of the 8M CoDgreee Aeeembly Party, diaenaied the Sind dtaathm In all ita 
aepeeta with Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Rajcndra Plato to Aebaiya XdpalaaL 

1 ^ Buqily in the Vieeroy^ espaadod Eneulha 

Cou^ ta aa iaic|^i^ to to Amoctato Piaei In Galcutta, odd : “Jkom tot 
Ittde I have teea, India'e efot baa truly bon amaziog.*’ 

T £& Vs. ssmiA’sipA 
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datmtion io prim. The Gorernmeiii Im ordmd hta releaae «a nadSed 

The Banj^ LaididaUra AMombly had an nnrxpcctMl cndiiif^. A maCiaa 
of *ncH!Oiindanee* had beau tablail by t*ertuiii memhm bdoonBir to the 
CoalitiM and Kriahak IHaja aKainat Mr. U. H. Sahiawanly, 

Finance Mlniatar. 'J'he Deputy Hpcaker (Mr. M. Aahrafali) adjourned the 
Jlouae until the l8Ui. 

Hie Kscellency the Governor of Brntral aildmaiiif; the membera of fSm 
Benual branch of the Kmifire Parriiimcntary Aiasociation in the Leeiehtive 
Buildiiitf, Calcutta, expreaacd ilie view that tlia parliamentary' ayatem bad l^*ome 
an ideal,— an ideal today which men were h^rhttiipr for anil for the perpctnatkMi 
of which women were auffciinn; anti the future generation waa at the piencni 
moment being mortgaged. 

17lb. Dr. Hriday Nath Kiinzni, President of the If. P, LiWral Aoaoeiation. 
addreaaing a meeting of the Aaeociation on **lndia and the War** urged a boki 
and Mtateamarilike aoliitioii of the Indian problem involvitig a change of 
heart on the ]iart of the Uulera. A National Government at the centre roitid be 
made rca|ionaiblc during tlie l eriod of tlie war to the (toveruor ifcneral 
aa angmtM by the Bombay Conference. 

Thellengal Aanembly waa iirorogucd and the next aeaaioii waa protjoaed to 
be held in November. 

The following Preaa Commnniiinc waa iraucil from li'ovrrnmeut Ifonae, 
Calcutta :—**A meeting waa held at Govern men t lloiiae. Ilia l'lxcelten «7 mmting, 
at which the following Jlonlile Mintaiera and Iraden of |*oliticai iiartieii 
were preaeiit The llon’bln Mr. A. K FukIiiI iiiiq. (4.*hief Miniatcr.), 'J'he lioii’ble 
Khwaja Sir Naximuddin, (IJonie Minister), The Hon’ble .^‘ir B. >*. IsHngh Koy 
(Heveiiiie Miniater.), >Ir. Sarat Chandra Bose, ].cadcr, Forward Blor*k, Mr. 
Kirati Hankar Koy, l.eadcr, Congreaa Party, Mr. Shyamatiddin Ahmed, liemlcr, 
Kriaak Party, Mr. W. A. M. Walker, l^cadcr, ICnroiieHii Gronp. l>r. Hhyma 
Proud Mukherjea, Ijctder, Uindit Maliasabha. Ilia Kxi'tllcncy oaiioonced 
to the Conference that the decision to prorogue the Aaaembly on September 
18, wta confirmed by him on the 4th of the month. 

The Government of Aiaam dei'ldcil that the rates of remimion in 
land revenue should be continued aa in the previous year. 

tith. The Goromittoe of the Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta met Sir H. P. 
Mody, Supply Member, ftovernment of India, at Uic tUianibcr’a nremisca in 
Calcutta. Among the lubjectH diacutascil were the development oi industries, 
Indianiiation of fiigher posts under the Supply Dciwriment, working of the Iron 
and Steel Control order and certain dillifuilties experlcncwl in consequence of 
the reguiaitioiiing of goods, maniifaetiiriiig and im]x>rt activities of the Govern* 
meut Sledical Stores Dejiota arnl tlie proi'ciliirc relating to the import of steel 
and tin plates from the United States of America. 

The Government of Bengal decided to observe in all ( tovemroent offices in 
Bengal, from October l, a time schcrlule one hour in advance of the Indian 
Standard Time. For piiriioBca of reference, Uiia time would be k:iowii as ‘'Bengal 
Time", and to give cflVsct to tliis decdston, clocks would be advanced at midiiimt 
on the night of September 80 to October 1. 

Ifilh, Speeches supporting the Pakiathaii Si-hcmc were delivered at the Bengal 
Moslem Students* Pakisthan Conference which oi^eiied at the Town IJall. 
Calcutta. Maulaiia Akram Klian prcsidoil. Mr. Jiiinah sent a message 
wishing the conference every success, lie aaid: **l^t our motto im faith, unity 
and dtacipline. l^ikisthan is our aat'rcd goal and atanda for equality of man- 
hood, justiee, freedom and iieace.’* 

Mh. Bis Excrilency Sir Henry Twynham, (iovenior of the Central FroviiKm 
doriared at Nagpur:— "It is more than gratifying— it makes one fee! 
that you all now fully realise what Uiia war means and that we have got to 
make an end of what 1 call a million *munler man’, that ia to aav. juitler 
Gflsbblei, Geurring and company.” 

Blr C. P. Rauaawaml Iyer, Dewan of Travancoie. speaking at the Madiwa 
UnivoitltV Beaeaith Studento* Aaaoeiation, made a plea for ttie eo-oidination 
of lha ebrts of the variooe UntverilUea of India in the matter of wmmh 
with a Tiaw to expioiliiig the vast riMranai of the eonniry and making ladia 
a fiMl oelaBtUk oatity io the worid. 
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Mqiportiiig tlw Mdttiun Bchcm of the AU^Inte 
lod si the MHios of te Bongsl Moslem Blsdssi'ii Mdillmii 
is Cslc*tttts. 

lor Alls Bos, interrieireil on his mtmioii to Wsidhs, wM in 
Bombsv* Bisl Uio Congnm Psrtj in 8iiiU woukl lontinne to lend safpori to 
tfao Kind Miniiliry in nreoidsnce wBi tlie inslnii^lione iwiieil Msulsns AM 
Ksism And. MsImUns Gsndhi hnd mwle ii rksr thst tUe Conjcrees in 
the Kiml l4ss>>dsture vooM follow those instnieiions ss there wss nothinfc to 
wsiTsnl s veriew of Miry. 

Istimstion of reuimstion of 9S members of the Moslem Lmgiio from the 
vsiioitB war committees of Bihsr wss received in •the office of the pnn'inrisl 
Moslem st Instils. 

All snti-fimi*isl nieetlnis wss held st Phtiis under the sospices of the Pstiis 
Distriet Radicsl Demoerstie Phriy. Prof. Benoyendrs Hsnosiles of Csleiitts 
University presided. 


Skt. The members of the Bengal Legislstive Assembly were notified by the 
Assembly Kecretsrist tlist tbe Hon. Bpenker susiwiided tlio opermtion of the 
Bengsl Legislstive Procedure Raht, nlsting to pending businees in tbe Uoueei 
in respect of tite RenM Herondsry Kducstion Hill. The s]iciffier diieeled Ibst 
on Iho proniodioii of July'-Heptcmber session of the Ai^mbly nil pending 
notices in respect of the Bill would be esrried on to the next seision. 


nni. Tbe Indue i*oromiision presided over by Sir D. N. Ran to inveetigils the 
Bind Government's <‘omplsint against the Piinipb Government in rrspeei of tlie 
wnim of the Indus, its session at Simla, with a three hour eittiug 

daring which prelimitiariee wore disttisseif and four tentntive Issues were 
commonicattd by the Chainiian to the psriiM for their conddmation. 

SM. Bh* Gir^ Baukar Ba}|iai. leader of Hie India Pelrgatlon to Ceylon, in a 
Press farterview in Modrss, aalci tliat Uie terms of agrecmcul reached betweni 
the Indian and Ceylon delegations at tlie cx)dionitocy talks in Colombo would 
be plaeeii before the Government of India aiid lliey would tlien come up 
before the Stamling Committee for Emigralioii at its meeting. 

Ms. P. K. Ssnyal. Serretary to tlic CaWutia University Apiiointmenoi Boartl, 
in bm reiiert for the year ended May 31, Bill, oliservcd ; '^If adequate facililiee 
can be prerided (or mechanical and tcvbnkat tsainiug either in inelitutlone 
er worhebope or both plai^ee shniilteneouefy, n very law munber of boye 
ssffiht be dhrerted from general education to tei*nnical education. Thia lack 
of imililiei is really rceponeiblo for t reat i ng an impression on the pnblio 
ssad that the stiidenti of Bengal and Aseem are more keen on Imving 
a general education than a technical' educatioa.'^ 

Adiarya Narendrm Deb. security prieoner. wee releaeed'uneonditiofially. 

lifb. Tbe ormisen of the general session of the AII*Indin Hindn Bfahasablia. 
expressed their unwillingness to eomgi y with the request of the Bdiar 
Government^ not to hold (he session at fihagaipnr in view of the communal 
sitnation st Boiith Bihsr. whhh wee c onveyi d orally to the organiiert by Iho 
ikimmiisiouer of tlic Bhagalpur Division. 

The view that no less than a thorough levieieii of the lado^Borma 
Immigration AgroGmeiit would alli^ the o^ dieconisnt routed in India and 
meet the bosic requirements of Indians in Burma, was expreesed In a 
memorandum submitted to tbe Government of India by the Burmn Indimi 
delegation. 

Pandit Hridayimtli Kiinr.ru, addressing a large galhering at Nagput said : 
**What India wsiits is an liidten army led by Indians and supplieo by |^ns 
and munitions msiiufai*iured iimlcr liiciiiui control." 


SSth. A new scheme re. Imitsii Air Vorcc. wss annonneed from fbmhi^ nndnr 
which all tbe csiididatee who |isaeed stKx'Cssfitlly tiirongli the eoarse of one 
year's ttaining were offered the pros|irct of automatic and immediate 
abeorpiieQ in the force for the diimtion of the war. 

Hie Government of Madras publlslioii rules relatiitg to the grant of eomr 
pnaaioiiate gminitaes to the families of dei'essed (ioveniment servants In 
noo*pensioiiable service. 

Mlft. Mahatme Osiidhi. writing under the cetdion '*Blnnketo for soldieis.’' in 
the JTkedt Jagat, enswered the question whether the eilHag ef bleahels to 
MdiftB wiU not amonni to hdpiag the war. "1 have no itfir. he Mi Tto 
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midre tboni the mte of tof ciietomcr while idling luy warci to him, ju^ 
tteefore 1 met tell aiy waroi to lU. imludiug soldiers. Theonetk^i^y 
mikiiig, this amounta to kel|tiiig tlie wir ; but we iwii not live mi Imfia or lor 
ktniil matter in any iurt of Uic world without •vauleriug sik*h tlieoretieal iidp 
to the war, iberanse everything wc do or siry lieliit tlie war.^ 

Mr. A. K. Hhah, l•rGSHiiflg iM'cr tiie (VlUi. aiiiinal session ol tlie Uciigal 
iSbiistiaii (Jonfereii(*e, in Calrutta, dcseriliod how Itidiau ilirisiiasis were 
lielnhig forwiisd the (government's war efliirt 
A Piess eomniiinktiic from Uau<'hi sttitcd t '‘The Bihar (ioveriitnent have 
dei'ided to issue an order iimler the IhsfeiK e of Judia Kiihe |»io!dbttijig tin* 
holding of the All-Iiiilia of tlie Jiindo Maliasabha in tlie IMstrk*t 

of llhiigal)»ur, hloiighyr, l*aUia. (laya, Haliahad, Mitmffarimr and IHuhthaiigm 
between iiiN cmber •ii^lJ, anti .htnuary 

the iMisitioii of Indian r^tutin in the firOfccdiiigs of the Indus Conimissioia 
on tlie diHtrihulioii of the water of the Indus ti*uH again rutiud and a fhial 
rnUng was ^iveii by the (.Uiairinan, t^ir B. M. JUu, ut the Cointnissiou*s 
resumod sitting. 

t7t1i. At die meeting of the Indus (Vmiiiiissiou at Simla, Sir B. N. Hau, tlie 
t'hairmaii auggesM tlie setting r.t> of a* liody of irrigation experts and 
reimentaiivea of tlie riuiiab and Sind to examine the efrovi of any irrigalioti 
firojeita whU*h oitlier side iniglit t otitrini hde and was gencmlly weltoiiie<i by 
a number ol r6|>rcaoutativeH appearing licforc tlie itniiiuisinofi. 

Dr. Hyeii Uiiaain, lieglatnar, Osmania I'niveraity, a|ieaking on ‘^'ei-liiiical 
Kdiicatioii and industry'* at tlie All>liMlia ICdtUMitional C*oiireren<*e (Yoiwtioii 
Hertion) at Si^*eitagAr. doriareil that the war had iiroved an aihlitionul stimulus 
to India’s indtistriiilixatioii and she was now exjiu<‘lcd to piodure articles nut 
only to meet her own rcquirctneuts hut also of otiicr eouiitrics. 

Dr. M. C. Mukhorjee, or^isiiig sec retary of the AIMimIui 4.*oiimil of 
Indian Christiana, at a meeting in Bombay, aakl that India was one and 
indivisible. Indiana formed one iialioti. 

tM. It was officially announced that (he firat inecltng of the Naiionil Defenre 
Council would take rdaee at Viceregal l^xlge, Simla, on Monday Uctdber (». 
The Goiiiieii would meet both in the morning and in the afternoon under Uio 
rrealdeney of IDs fiaeellencT tlie Viceroy. 

Mr. M. H. Alley, Member Draigtiate of the Viceroy's Kxceutive Gonncil, 
i|iaakio^ at a public reiW|ition at Wai^lia, mid : 'AVbcii it is a fact that Hwaraj 
is attainable not at once but by liiatalmenUi, there ia no alternative but to 
avail ourselves of whatever ia oiTtired hy tlie Viceroy’s Expanded Council and 
utilise it for tlie next constitutional advance.'* 

Home of Uie Hindu t^blia leaders, on lidialf of the provincinl Hindu .Siiiilia, 
leqtiestcd Mr. V. D. Bavarkar to liohf Uie inerting of the All- India Hindu 
Mmbaaabha Executive at Patna instead of in IttBd as ihey held tliat (he 
titUiig of the ExtHsiitive in Patna would farilitate itmipJi/iiH'c with tlic Bcimr 
Oovemment'a order nroliibiting the bolding of the All-India Mahaaablia acosioii 
In certain districta of tlic provintx*. 

mb. At the meeting of Uie Indus CVim mission at Bimln, both atdea siiggceted 
laauaa tubaidiary to tboee lenUlivcIy framed by the Cliairinsn on the o|ieiitiig 
day. 

Dr. M. It. Jayakai, presiding over the Foiuider'a Day ccldiratlons at 
Annamalai University made an ap|wal to the Uiiiveniity authorities and Uio 
INTofeasora to ooncenlrmte their ariivitics so as to iiiciih-aie in Uicir stiuleiits 
a spirit of patrioUam devoid of all sectional and cimimuiial feelings, and based 
on the aliaolute truth that hialotically and gcogra|ihically *litdia is one. was 
one and wilt always remaia out." 

Milk The Blatiding Committee of Uie Chamber of Piiucea aiiimiiied two 
BulHOommiileca. Mh under the Cheiimanship of Sir V. T. Kriahnainaeliarlar. 
Cheitman of Um Mlniaiera' Oommiilce, to examine Irgiaiaiive and tiaancial 
IjggyU jnt^ In the Ontral Legislature which were likely to elleet 

Mr. H. ealyamurU. ii.L.a. (^tral) addreesing Uie Y. M. I. A. rurUameal 
la Madrai* made ea ceraeat apiwal to all Indiana to give up their intclIeetuM 
i n e ati on and laidacis and to a|»ply thdr mtnde to Uie |>roblems eonfranling 
Iheeoaatry. 
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Khtm Bahadur Khnhro, Leader of iha Mimlm Leaicno IVriy io tha Sind 
Ameinbly infilcd iha Hinda and Uttalim liaadaca ai Karachi In oonoaetion 
with tM Oatara cclehraliona. Speanhca aboiii Hindu Muslim uniiif wan 
mada on the ooeaaion. It was profioaetl to form a Hindu Miialim HaitlamanI 
Board which should bri»K Gaudhiii and Mr. Jinnah tO|;aihar to dacida tha 
commanal problem. 


October IMl 


Ilia ExocUeney iha Vioeroy inaugurated iha first aaasion ef iha 
National Defence Council at Simla. Hie Excellency remarked ; '*8ha 
( India ) is today the base of operations for great campaigns and great 
strategic movements". 

The Central Assembly opened its autumn session for the eonaidera* 
tion of some important Hills. Tlio Moslem League Party and tho 
Congress Party refrained from attending the Assembly. 

The Indus Commission framed preliminary issues re : tho claims 
of the Sind and Punjab Governments in the light of the orders of the 
Government of India. 

The 73rd birthday of Mahatma Gandhi was celebrated in ail the 
different parts of India. 

In the House of Lords, tho King*8 assent to the India and Burma 
Postponement of Elections Act was signified by Royal Commission. 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier, observed at Lahore 
that if the British Prime Minister could mtico a declaration satisfactory 
to the Indians, then they would not hositote to offer thoir whole- 
hearted support to the war efforts. 

A Conference of the leading Imlian rice merchants in India, 
Burma and Ceylon was held in Bombay to oonsidor tho rioo control 
scheme of tho Burma Government. 

Dr. M. B. Jayakar, in a meeting at Dharwar, regretted that inspito 
of the dose proximity of the war, there was a good deal of misunder- 
standing between England and India for which he held England primarily 
responsible. 

The 30th anniversary of the Chineso Bupuhlio was oelohralod in 
Calcutta by the Chinese Cmmunity. 

The Working Committeo of tho Jliodu Mahasahha under ihe 
presidentship of Mr. V. D. Savarkar, emphatically protested against the 
Government of Bihar's ban on the session of the All-India Maliasabba, 
announced to be held at Bhagalpur. 

The Government of India issued a Communique to the effect that 
some l^pors were seised from Mr. Jai Prakash Maratn, security prisoner 
containing ''plans to consolidate the position of tho Congress SoeialisI 
Forty by winning important members oi tha terrorist organisations.** 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement strongly recommending that 
the Deoli Gamp should be disbanded and tho prisoneis s^tdd bo sent neaser 
their bomes. 

MmliiB waaUy iounaal fowdad by Mr. M. A. JIaMtb, 
bagaa pahiiaatiaa fron DalfaL 


Mr. M. A n«Mh 


MmI lor 


■dviMd Us 


to 
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Tlie Working Committee of the AlMndU Muslim League eom* 
meneocl Its sessiim in New Dc1hi,-*Mr. Jinnah iiresiiied. The Committee 
decided to lioycott thu autumn session of the Central Assembly. 

The Committee of the Marvvavi Association, Calcutta, addressed a 
eommunleation to the Dufence Djiiartinont, Government of India, 
drawing their attention to the (luestiou of recruitment of Indians to the 
Boyal Indian Navy. 

Mr. Clinrehiirs intjriireiaiion of the Atlantic Charter with reference 
to India was oond^unned * by the AlMndia Nationalist League, New 
Delhi, under the proaidontship of Mr. Jamnailas Mehta. 

Isl. Renml time wtiidi wns an Itoitr in advance of the Indian Standard Time 
and 30 mhinres ahnad «>f C.il<'iitt.a Timi*, rama into force. Work in commercial 
bonaea and trade firms wiiiild atari at 0*30 a. m. and in Government officei 
(hroitghoiit the province at 10 a. m. 

Dr. M. U Jayaknr, at a nicciini* in Madrun. made an apical to the nritish 
Government to timnircr imitorLiiit jmrtfoltus like l>efeiice, Finance and 
C<>mmiinicatioiis to the bands of Indiana and to the Congress to reconsider 
itspofitioii in the light of ehaiitfrU cireiimAiancfa. 

The Indus CimmisAion framed preliminary isHiica at Simla and adjonrned.^ 
'fhe iseiiea framed iron*: (1) (A.) **irliat is the laar governing the rights 
of the several provhn'cs and relates (*oiiceriiiHl in the present tlispiitc with rcs|)e(?t 
to the water of tlic Iiidna and its trilmtarics f** (1) (13) ^llow far do the 
orders of the Guvernuietit of India anitesed to and explain^ in their tetter of 
Marcii 30, 1017, thcittHclvea, cniiatitiitc the law hy which the righta in 
ijtiealUMi are to h: detcrininod V* (I) (0.) *^fs Sind entitled to ohjet't to the 
Viinjah Govern men t. pnK^eeding with tite Ilhakra dam project at described in tbe 
Siiiil case or as deavrilied in the Ntcholaoii French re|H>rt.?" 

Sir Stkander llyat Khan, rremier of the Punjab, in an interview at Simla, 
eritieised Mr. Ohiirchiira reference to India in relation to the Atlantic Charter, 
and in order to remove the impression created by it pro|Hised that a fresh 
announcement shotihl lie made in **Miinpte and unambiguous terms and witbont 
being hedged in hy avoidable (pialiricaitoiis.’* 

Mahatma Uaiidlii in a mfwsage to the Indian States' Peoplea, said: 'Tam 
cmlvineed that in the new world order which is bound to follow the insensate 
butchery digiiiflc<l hy the mime <if war, the Princes will have a place only 
if they liecome true servants of the people, deriving their |)0wcr not from the 
sword lint from tlic love nnd eoimciit of the iieopic." 
gni. The 73rd birthday of Mahatma Gandhi wan celebrated in the different parts 
of India. 

A Press Communique from Simla aniioiiiiifd the names of the Indian 
ntwios' represcntativiii for the first nn^iing of the Naiioiial Defence Council. 
The Stales which nccepled the invitations adtiresscil to the rcsimctive 
Knlers hy 1 1 is Kxiclleii.-y the Viceroy in this connection were Rahawalpnr, 
llaroda, Hhoiuil. Kikuiicr, (\iot*h Rchar, Dholpur, Faridkot, tiwalior, Ilyderanad, 
Indore; .fnipiir, .hHlIipnr. .Iiiiingadli, Kapiirlhala. Kolhn, Mystire, Nawaiisgar, 
Pnlatiptir, Patiala. Itainpnr, IU*wa, Travancorc and IMaipiir.** 

3rd. In the lloiimt of l^rds, the King's assent to the India and Ihirma Fdatpoiie- 
meiit of Khviioii Act was siguirie«l hy Ih^yal Commission. 

Sir Sikander Myat Khan, Premier of tlie Piin)iili, in an interview at l^ahore. 
said: "If ilie Hriiish hare any tense of statesmanshiii left in tlicni, they should 
at once make the de« laratiiHi I have suggested ( that Intlla. shall have tlie siaiiia 
of full and cqiiiil partnership in the British Commonwealth within a reasoiiahle 
lime after the war ) in llie aln-vnce of which India slioiild present a iiniU'd front." 

I»eiii*rihiiig Mr. fTtiirvhillAi statement as * the biegest rabiiif fiidk haa ever 
rrretvefi'. Sir Sikaiiticr I4yai Kban considered that Uiis waa the moat oitportune 
lime for all the panics in the rowntry to unite, if the British were not preparad 
to inake an iinanibigtiotia dcrlaraiion which should clear the roiifiision emlad 
in Uie liidlan mind. Hr Amery'a rf|dy to American qniitioileera, added tbe 
IVemier, bad made confusion wiirse coiifoniideil.*' 

When die liidne CommMon met et Simla, Sir B, N.. Ran, ebairmaa,. 
aiiggested for the conaideration of tbe pactiaa tbal Siad'a obietlioBa legaaliiig 
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the niuikn dmn lio tiithitmwn or modified end the dam he tllowid to be ei«Hed» 
ftrovicM exprctiBoil were hiid down Uiat the ijiiaiititieii of water 

authorised to lie witlidmwn would lie -eidiici't to niodifieaiioti it and when Sind'a 
4ip}>rchcii8i'ii}M turned out to l»c true. Uotli the pAitiee aicrerd to (be aiiKl^eetioii. 

'ilie Annual •‘allf•^^enec of the Ahinadiya Moaleme ol 15on};al was held at 
Rrahmniibaria, M'ltilavi AhJul MiiKhnni Khan piciided. 

4tb. !?ir nortram Stevene, sK. r m. o delireriiiK the Convocation Address to 
the University of Mysore, observed. In India, the einploynieiit of the trained 
inteliectuai is a jNinioiilarly difltciiU problem, fiiit 1 liclirve that this great 
prosfHfot .of Indian .indiistiialisntioii and E.'istcrn ‘group development should 
heaneu yon. Whenever yon -start, sooner or later, the op)KntniifYy ^to play a 
twrt. {xirha|is a leading 'parr, in this new enterprise will come to you.** 

Members of the Central Aasembly were informed of the cdisiiges necessilatsd 
by the eximnsioii df the •GoveFiior-deneraPs l*jseciilivc Council in regard to 
eubjeias for which each mcmlicr of the Council won id 'he rrspoiiMiblc and of the 
time allotted for questions coiiceruing tlie various depart mcjits. 

8th. The Bombay Proviiict.i1 Conference of ‘l«)‘*iil b»Kll»*K which met under the 
presidentship of Mr. L. AL JNPel, former Minister for Jxii nl Nuli-<«ovecnnieitt, 
Bombay, urged upon IrK^ai Rclf-govcriiiiig insiitntioiis, pro|ior e/lncation ctf 
eitiaens as regards their roaponsiblltties and rights with a view to ensuxing 
ellictent and poptdar administration •of tlic villsgos and towns. 

dth. 8ir Feror. Klian Noon. Member-designate, Vieeroy*a Execiitire Ooaneif, 
and formerly Hi4( Coinmismoner fur India in I.ioiKlon, in a Press rntendew 
at I^ore. made the ^ta tegorlcMil nsseiilaH that Ihiiain eon Id not lose the war« 

6ir Y?ikaiidcr Hvat Khan, ibe Punjab Premier, In a Hess interview at Lahoni, 
observed : “If the British Prime Minister rouid aee ids way to make M 
declaration to the aalisfaction ot IndiaHS, I visualise that prselically the whole 
of India would come iM^wurd tu neip iti ane war efTort. and consequently all 
the elesnents tliat mailer will he reixwsented on the body constituted to frano 
a constitution for India.**’ 

His Excellency the VU-eiOT iimngtiraied the firat seaskm of the NaUonal 
Defence Council at Simla. His ExccUetuy remarked : ’*As the war goes on 
every day reveals more clearly tlie place which India Ims for herself in Urn 
world. She is today the base of oiicralions for great camjaigns and great 
strategic movements.*’ 

At the meeting of the Indus Coniroiaaion, it was announced after soma 
discussion that the cominiaaioncra «\nnM give their ruling on the legal iaanei 
within a day or two of the coticltiskm of arguments on them, and thsi they 
would then settle issues of f.tct. 

The Mysore Itctiresentative Assembly met at Mysore, Mr. Vedavyastchar, 
Secretary to Cvoveriimcnt moved the Mysore Coffee Blarket Expansion 
Bill. 

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Dowan of Travaneore. opening the Sri 
Chitralayi Narufcalam at ’J'rivandrnm, outlined the tiovemment’a policy of 
encouraging the Fine Arts, i>ariicularly freaco painting, 

7tk. The Federal Court rcaasemhled in New Delhi, after the summer vacation. 

llie Techidcal Education ^?u!>-Committee of the Bengal Industrial Survey 
Committee submitted its interview re|K>rt to the (iovenimeiit. 

A special meeting of the meiubera of the Indian Jute Bfille Association, 
held at the Royal Excbaiigr, Calcutta, ratified the decision of the committee 
of the Association to increase the number of working hours of the member 
mille from fifty fifty-four |>er week. 

Mr. V. D. Savarksr, President of the All-Indie Hindu Bfehaeabbe, in the conne 
of a etatement in Bombay, on the qiiettton of Hindu militartsation, made a 
call to the Hindus to come forward in their thousands end join the Army, 
Navy and Air Forces. 

8lh. A Conference of leading Indian rice merchants In India, Bnrma and Ceylon 
was held in Bombay to consider the rice control scheme of the Burma 
GoTcromeDt. Over 3$ delegatee, inelodiiig foor from Burma attended the 

"‘nm^tanding Emigratkmi Committee eonclnded ite meeting at BImla. It 
waa annomieea that the negotiations with Ceylon were dieenem ee also tha 
Indo*B«nna Agfeemcnt and the eritietoma wldch wm direetad againet 
4 
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it Hic leooromendatioD ot (be eommittee would be reiHwted lo the gorcrnaieat 
of IndiiL 

In the RepreneiitntiTe Afsembly, Mysore, the Conpress Groop. nanbering 
104, liesilcd by Mr. K. C. Keddi. siid several Independents, led by Mr. 
llhni^lsm Clisudrssekbsria, stiiped a wslk-oui os s protest spsinst the ruling 
given by the Dewsn- President disallowing the two identical adjoamnent 
motions tabed by Mr. K. C. Reddi and Mr. D. OhAiidriisekharia. 

Rev. D. U. llasely, speaking on the occasion of the C2iid. anniversary of the 
Anglo-Indian and Domiciled Euro|)can Association, observed : *‘We wont to 
see Anglo-Indians taking their places in the Councils of the land, becoming 
thinkers and leaders not only of their own community but, having cultivated 
a eaue Indian outlook, throwing their best for them.*' 

9tb. Dr. M. H. Jayskar, addressing a public meeting at Dbarawar, declared : 
**War it daily drawing closer to India. It would lie difficult to aay what 
might bap)>eii to us if Russia were completely 'defeated. It ia uoiortunate that 
India should not still realise the aeriotisnesa of the war situation and the war 
Is ss much India’s as it is Britain’s, though, for diffeieiit reasons, the British 
Government is mainly rcs|iurisiblc for this state of affairs.” 

Kban Bahadur Allabux, t^iiid Premier, B|)eakiiig at Simla emphaaised that 
the main problem in India, and the one nroblcin with which at an administrator, 
he was primarily interested was that of internal peace. This problem, be said, 
must gain importance and urgency as the war moved nearer to India and if 
oomrounal unity was not cstablised all his emphasis would, therefore, be on an 
earnest plea that all parties in the roiintrv. without prejudice to their righta 
in the future constitution, should now nury the hatchet, and coma to terme 
for the i^eriod of the war. 

At the Representative Assembly, Mysore, a number of representations niging 
reduction of osseesmeni and the grant of free lands for cnltivation purpoaea for 
the Dopresaed Clasoei were discuiacd. llie Dewan- President was in the Chair. 
lOtb. Tlie Indus Commission briefly expressed their views on tbs pceltmioary 
issues. The Commission held that the rights of the several units coucenied in 
the dispute must be determined by applying neither the doctrine of eovereignty 
nor the do<ttriue of riparian rights but the rule of ^equitable apportionment**, each 
unit being entitled to a fair share of the water of the Indue* Mid Jta Iribntartce. 

The flOth. anniversary of the Chinese Republic was celebrated by the Chincae 
commitnity in Calcutta. Advantage was also taken of the occoahm to celebrate 
the victory of the Chinese Army over the Japaneee Forces at Chaugaba. 

11th. The twenty-fofirth Conference of the Madras Provincial Oo-o|>erative Dnioo 
commenced its eession iu Madras. Dr. B. V. N. Nayiidu, Professor of £ccnio-> 
mica, Auaaroalai University, who preaided, reviewed the progrese of the Co- 
emerative movement In the Presidency and tho recomroendationt of the Roquiry 
Committee appointed by tlie Government to study the working of the movement 
and make eugeestions for its future devefoproent. 

The Indue Commission adjourned 
upon the views expressed by them. 

When Mr. J. H. F. Raper, Member, Transportion, Railway Board mot tho 
mombera of the Marwari Association, in Calcutta, they urged improved wagon 
supply for oivU requirements and increased aineokiea for railway paaseagers, 
particularly lower data travellers. 

Mr. Mohamsd Yunus, former Premier of Bibsr, iDsugarating the Bombay 
Froviooiil Chnfereoce, of the National l^mocratic Union, said : **BcoiMl baaed 
natiottol mlnietrice or all party Govemmenta in the provinces are the need of 
the hoar**. 

Tho Working Committee of the Hindu Mahaeabha wbieb met in New twim 
under the preeldentahip of Mr. V. D. Savarkar, paaaed a icoolntion em^tieally 
protcating ngninat Iht action of the Government of Bihar In imposing a bnn on 
tbs aiaiiKm of tbo All-India Mabaaabha, announoed to ba hdoal fifaagalimr 
during tho Obiiatasai vneatijon. lha Committea nn^ the BUmr GoimiMl 
to rooonaidm aad withdraw tho ban, ao as In aiimo the Mabaaubhv lo i 
its tagltlmals rights of free aasooistlon nndistQrbed, 

mk Tbs Bombay Prsddeney National Dsmoeratie Uaioa Oonidmnoa 


after framing additional iaauea bdtowing 


IIS ssm i e n In Bombay, after passing foor lowlntioas whleb wsia rVm ifii bw 
tiM lU-lndin OmndtiM of the Cnioi^ Tbs ftiit 
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conttitntkMi of India and the second reiiolntioti was on auitation for an early 
reconstroction of the Viceroy*e Council through the inclusion of more popular 
public men. 

At the sluing of tlic Co-operatire Conference in Madras, a rcaoltilion diaso* 
ciatiuK itself from the views exprci^seti by Mr. F. A. R. ClictUar, about %)flivud 
interference”, in their working of the co-oiiorattve ' movenkeiit, was passed by a 
majority. 

13tli. The Working CoromiUec of the All- India Hindu Mahasaliha at their meeting 
in New i>elhi, passed a iiinnl)er of resolutions.— The llrat appreciated tho action 
of Mt. ^vai'kar in cabling to {'resident Hcmscvelt in respect of India’s future. 

The IndO' Burma Immigration Agreement, the Atlantic Charter and its appli- 
cability to India, price cuntr<il and cotitrcl of forward trading in fooodstufTs 
were some of the suhjeetH proposed to be disciissr*! in the Central Aaaembly. 

Mr. Batyamnrti in a talk to the jjiirnalistH in Bombay made Uie dec'laration 
that Ilia demand for a rcvisioii ot the Congress programme did not in any 
way mean that Mahatma Oandiji should call off his t^atyagraba movement, 

A Gazette of India Extraorrltuary anmninccii tliat Sir. M. B. Aney and Mr. 
Naliiii lianjan assiinicd oltice as iiiciiibcrs of the Viceroy’s Ezecutlve 

Council. 

14tb. It was anpouii.xsl ihat one of the Maharaja of Mysore’s contribnilons to 
the Viceroy’s AYar rurposcs Fund was a gift of Us. 5 lakhs for tho welfare of 
Indian troo)«. 

Mr. Walchnnd J)ii‘a<*hand. in the cotirsc of a statement in Bombay, said: 
*Tt is much to Ix^ r.grettcd tiist the Government of India arc still dilly-dallying 
as regaids the scheme for maiinfactnring automoluies.” 

.Mr. C. Kupigiipuliu hari declared o|>eti the ''Nancla Mandir” a rest honse for 
Harijans at I’aliit.— ’Iho Maudir was a gUi of Seth Jugtil Eishore Birla at a coat 
of Ha. 13.m 

Iflth. The atatUK and rights of IntUans in Ceylon, which were threatened by tho 
proposed Ceylon (tuvcrnincnis IminigraUoii Gidluance, were Bought to be 
safeguarded and in some respe^ ta improved in the jidiit reixirt, published in 
New Delhi, by ilie Iikurii and Coytuncse delegations to the exploratory ton- 
ference held iu .September in C<^)luii. 

Hie Kxceileitcy the (tovcriior- General asseitted to the Bengal Court of Wsrde 
(Aroendmciit> Bill, Bill. 

Bir A. Uaniaswaini MndaUar, Coniinerce Member, opeiiinir the third Price 
Control Conference in New i>rlbi, mentioned the possibility of patting oii 
the market one or two varieitea ot 'suinfiard tloih” to bo sold si controlled 
prices to the (KMircr cIhnhos. 

Three main changes in the Indian Income Tax were propfised in the 
amending Hilt. 

A Coromunvqur issued by the Government of India from New I'lefbi, said: 
"Plans to eonsciUdate the VR>siiion of ilie Congress Hocialist Party by winniDg 
over important members of the icrrorist organizations known as tive Revolu- 
tionary Bocialist Party and the liindiistaii Hcpiiblican Bocialiiit Assoeiatioii 
and by isolatiiig the (Touinuiuist Party were seized from BSr. Jal Prakaah 
Narain^ secnrily prisoner. Dealt Camp, when be attempted to pass them to 
bio wife, I’rabbabati l>evi, at an iiitciview*’ 

'Jlic a|»pointmeiit of l.t. Col. C. G. Prior, Political Resident iu the Persian 
Gulf, as a member ot the Slkldlc East War Council to serve as liaison between 
ibt Government of India and the Minister of Btatc in tbdro» Capt. LytUetoii, was 
anuoanced in a comiuiitiique pnbltahcd from New Delhi. 

litb. Mr. Piiruabottani I'rikamdas. General Becretavy, Congveaa Stxdaliat Party 
iaaned a siatemeNl from Buuihay on the Govern men t ol India Communique : 
**The publication by the Govern men t of India of the tetters alleged to be written 
by Mr. Jaiprakaah Naraiii. who was the General Secretory of the CongreiM 
Boclaliat I’arty till bb arrest, is |terbapa intended to create a nilsuiideratoiidiiig, 
if not a scare, among tlie public mind regarding the party’s activitica and a 
word ot explanation Uiereforc becones necessary”. 

18th. All account of the m-tivilies of the Presa Insiitiite Organ tzsUon in India, 
revealed tlie great ailvancc made in anti-malarial and other public health work 
on estates and other industrial organizations, which took advsntoge of the advice 
and help from the Indian hraitch doriug 11 yeaia. 
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Hm MtlvidM of the wofneB*! eetion, Benicel Joint Wer OoBMBittoe, wm 
imeM on the modUiW report for 8eptember->Oetober whldi stated tael no 
new work periiet were lormed in September but it wet lioi)ed that there would 
be en iucfeete efler 4he Puje boluUyt. 

Mh. Nominated non-ofliciel membert of the Central Ateembly were not to be 
allotted teaU in the bloe^meant for Ezeeutive Couiiviilort and officiab who filled 
the Seats teserred for Qoeernment. 

A Gofernmeat Frees Note from New Delhi, aald : **The sunseation haa been 
made that the doeuaNnta seised from Mr. Jai Prakash Naraio were carefully 
edited before publioatioo and that only **&iiip|jetB” or such parta as migu 
have been thoucbt convenient to Oovertimeiit were i^iblialied. The Ooverument 
of India point oat that Che documeiito were issued In full without the altera- 
tions or deletion of award ; they were aceompanied, as is the usual pracUee 
with long docnments, by a summary. 

tfith. The Working Oommittae of the Bengal Moslem l^fagne at its meeting in 
Caleuita. requested the members of the Coun.;il of the All-ludia Moslem licague 
from Bengal to make every possible effort to attend the meetuig ef Che Council 
in Delhi on October 20, ia view of Uie special importance of imues that 
will be diseuaaed at the meeting. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Unq was la the cbntr. 

Begarding the aUeadauee of the Goiigresa Party at the session of the Central 
Aaeembly, the Oonmees farllametrtary Sub-Committee decided that the Party 
ahould attend lor oaly one fiay. 'JUie date waa to be deeided by Mr. Bholabhai 
Dsati. Leader of the Tarty^ in coneiiltaiioiis with Memra Satyamnrti and 
Aaraf AU. 


tlct. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Fresidcui of the AU-:Tndia Atoslcm l^gtie, in a atatement 
from Bombay, delivering his message ef '*ld*' slated inter alia : **1 feel confident 
that you all will at this moment reafiVun your resolve to do everything in your 
power and to make every couttibuituii in the share of time and money, and 
sMke every sacrifice tlmt is possible to eoiisoHdatc, iiarncM and make Moslem 
India really a great uatiou, spmiaUy by building up all departmenta of 
and iofiividoal life such as edncstioiHi'L economic and social uf>lilt, and thaa 
further its onward progress in the realization of otir imlitical goal* namely 

Maiiaiiaa Gandhi tssned a stalemeiii from Wardba, regarding the Govern- 
ment Oomsniinique containing the ailcued cer/rcspondeiice and statement by Jsa 
Pndtaab Naraiii— In his statement Mahatma Gandhi strongly oriiMaed the 
Government particularly with reference to the Deuli camp. He said : ^*1 have 
learnt enough about it (the Deoli camp) to enable roe to say in the name of 
humanity that the camp ahould be diihanded and the prisoners dicmld be aeot 
nearer their homes.” 


Mr. Bholsbhai Deaai, leader of t!ie Congress IVuty in the Centnl Amembly 
aunounced the decision of the Congress Farty^ to enable iu membere io 
eontinue their raemherahip of the Aeaembty by attending the session for a day. 

Tha proposal to niace a militoii acres nnder improved varieties of rice 
was adopted by the Advisory Board of the Imperial Council of Agrlcnltural 
Baseareh. after taking into consideration the facta revealed in the «*«- |pr*f ng 
•urvey of rice. 

The Atlantic Charter and the expansion of the Viceroy's Council formed 
the anliieet-matter of three adjournment motiona for the Central Assembly 
Bemion of whieb notice wss given by Mr. Deabmukh of the Congress Nationalim 
Party. 

6ir George Behntler. M. P. addressing Oxford University oonservativeu 
BSted that there waa a danger of the Indian stlnnUon deterioimttng. wi 
I be faced with a position analogous to that of lielaod bnt immeaaely 
diAenlt, 


An evneuee ahim with 205 Indiaiia md ahont 90 Europeaaa and olhar 
evaenem from Japan on board, arrived ia Galouila. 

4 Ooverameot Baiolntlon oa lha report of the Director of PuUie Health. 
Bangal. atatad that the yeer 1998 wae comperetivcly e better yeer for imbSc 
Imdia in Bengal. 

Ilf. M. A. JbiBab, at a poblio meettng in New DoUbl, amphaalmd tha l 
fmd the apiiitnal eharaetar of the month Bamam.— 'I'lodi^,* Baid Mr. 
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*1 muA io KftfllnB with all tha amphaaia at aaj ooiaaiand that wa ataad 
lor Mdataa. and for faith, niiity and diacipline.** 

Bu: iiffad Wation, in the oourae of an article in Great Britain and tha Eut, 
entitled, ‘^Chnitdiiira attitude to India,** aui;(ceeted that in view of the Premler’a 
1»at feoDEd, Imb ouidit to addreaa India to aaake hia peraonal poaitiou clear. 

Silh. fiir A. Raanawami Mudaliar, Chairman, opening 'the flrat meeting of tha 
CoMiihative Committee of Ecoiiomiats on po§t*war recoiiitraction^ in New 
Delhi, 4W i| dm a i BBd that the meeting would have mainly to advise the Qovarnment 
OB the beat wmthoda, by which, after the war, trade, manufacture and indnttries 
eoidd be fwomoted and a better standard of living for the people of the 
eoantry attaiaed. 

A Press Note from New Delhi said : **Hie Government of India are giving 
their careful eonaideimtion to Mr. N. M. Joshi's suggestions in regard to the 
rules, asaenities and conditions in the Deoli Detention camp. Borne time is 
bound to elapse before a decision can be taken owing to the fact that 
aevnal HEOvineial Governments are also concerned and have to be consulted**. 

IMh. Members of the Independent Party in the Central Aitserobly held an informal 
meeting in New Delhi, with Sir Henry Gidney, leader, in the chair. A majority 
of the members were present. 

Tbe police had to fire twice on riotous mobs at Dacca.— Oue person was 
hnied and three others were injured as tlie result of the firing. 

aath. Ibe IVorkitig Committee of the AlMiidia Muslim league commenced Its 
•eukm iu New Delhi, Mr. M. A. Jtnnah presiding.— The mertiiig considered 
how best to demonstrate in the Central Assemblv session, Muslim India’s 
Teaeatment and disapproval of the manner in which the cx|wiision of the 
Gauetaor-Ocoerars Execntive Council was carried out, the National Defence 
Gouacil waa constiinted and the attitude of the Viceroy and His Majesty’s 
Goveruareat levelled ^ these acts. 

Founded by Mr. M. A. Jiiiitah and edited under the supervision of 
Naw^sada Liaquat Alt Khan, Secretary of the Miisitro League, **The Dawn”, 
a Mualim weekly journal began pnibUcailoii from Delhi. 

The Bombay Free Press Journal, in an article on Congress Policy, entitled 
^Govern or abdicate”, wrote : ' The Congress High Command has become a 
eelerie of war weary veterans, who were weighed their comniitments to poses 
and polictes, that they are unable or are unwilling to disen tongle the tangled 
wdb of Indian politics.” 

Two Indian seamen, Toraboola and Abdul Latif of the dtp of Naffpur, whieh 
was tonwdoed in the Atlantic on April 20, returned to Calcutta, after being 
de e a rat ed by the King, for acts of bravery. 

SM. Ibc Central Assembly began its autumn session and discussed Sir Guronsth 
Heimorli motion for the election of six noii-oflicisl membere to the IMfeuce 
Conmllalivo Committee. 

The Moallm League Party in the Central I<egislaUire, at a meeting, with Mr. 
II. A. linneh iu the diair, unanimously decided to boycott the eessiou of the 
Ceutial Aaeemblv. 

Sir Homi Mody, in answer to Sir Ziauddin Ahmed in the Central Assembly, 
aittd fhat the final decision regarding the acceptance of any requisition from 
aw^ tepiw^couBtif under tlw Lease and lisnd Act rested with the Asaerlm 

The malaoo of the Department of Information and BnisdcasUng from 
Oeloher 24, was annoauced in a Gaaeite of India Extrsordinaij. Ibe Depart- 
mcat would deal with the following heads of business Kureatt of Public 
la fon aw Hoo , Braadcasting, Film Pouicity, oflSee of the Chief Press Adviair 
and D ir e e lo n Ue of Coanler*Piopagaiida. 

Tho Oowacil of the AlMndTa Moslem League concluded its session after 
pooali^ two uon-olScial resolutions and after confirming two other reaolaiiooa 
of tho wotUag eommittee includiiig one relatiag to Mr. Failttl Hoq. 

Mh. The Xodem League Pisrtj walked out of the Central Aeoembly after a 
atate m eui waa made by Mr. Jlnnah dcclaiiug that they were doing oo in mder 
to te g ieter their ptoieat againet the way in whidi tho Modem ofo of Oo- 
opmuou iu the- war cilbrt had boea completely Ignored by the Govemmeat. 

Mr. M. S Aucy, Leader of the House, baa to answer s number of qussUoos 
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•nd su|*plemriitaricf in tbe Council and Acacmbly, on the Atlantic Charter and 
Mr. Cbiircbitra Htaieinciit uii the qncetioji of iia aiqdirntion to India. 

Mr. B. G. Klier, rx-I'iiine Minister of Bomliay. and Mr. Monrii Deaai, 
ez*Rcveiiue Minister were released. 

tllh. In the Central AssemMy, Sir A. H. Ghiiziiari mored his resolution on the 
IndO'Biirina ImniiKraiion Atonement and Mr. M. H. Aney, Oreraeas Member 
aoiiubt an adjoiirnmcnt of the debate on the {ground that he wonid allot an 
oilimi day for it. 

Petrol rationini; was referrcil to in a qiTestion in the name of Sir Zianddin 
Ahmed in the CciitrHl Aasembly. 

Mr. N. M. .Inshis adjourn men t motion on the Deoli Camp hunger-strike 
was rejec'ted uidiout a diviHioii. 

Mr. H. Kfltyainiirii, m. l. a.. KVnlral) addressing the Delhi Prorineial 
Students* Fetleraiion, emphaHi/ed the itiipractii-ability of the J’akisthan Sterne. 

Pandit Godiiviiris .MtHra, M. i.. a. issued a ydnt mnnifesto on behalf of 
himself and the .Maharaja of I'arlukimedi over the question of forming a 
Coalition Ministry in UriHsii. 

The Geiiirul Asscmhly took itn for discussion Maulavi Aljdur Rasheed 
Clioudhuri's resolution rr<‘oniiuciidittg intiiicdiaie flefw to give effect in the 
case of India also, to the joint decision of the British Premier and the I^osident 
of the United i^tates of America, commonly known aa the Atlantic Charter, 
for creating a new world order. 


t€th. 'llie Cciitml Asscmhly considered several official Bills. f;fir Andrew Glow’s 
Bill under the pruvisioiiH ot which railway proiierty might be aabjeeted to new 
tssatioii by local iuKlics was referred to a reelect Committee, 

'ilie House agreed to mcikI to a Helci't Committee Kir Jeremy Kaisman’t Bill 
further to amend the Excess riotiia Tax Act, the main object of which was to 
meet the wide-s) read olqcction to the ruHcriiuiiiaiioii, os regards tiie treatment 
of borrowed money ns capitul. hetween money borrowed from a person carrying 
on a Ijonafide hanking hnsiuers and money liorroweil from any other person. 

The Assemhly referred to a Select Committee Kir Aialrew Clow's Bill to alter 
tbs coiisiitiUion of the port of Madras. 

A reiHirt of the working of Iteiigal l.rgislalive Aasembly for the period from 
May 10-iU to April lUJl, stated that alx>iit ten lakhs of rupees bad to be apsiit 
by the Govtrniiienl of Bongtd towards the maintenance of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Mahatma (hindhi issued a long statement from Wardha on Batysgraba. He 
said inter alia : *’1 have been inebarge of issuing atatementa for the guidance 
of Batyagrahis. ’Ihe deciding reason Itns heen to liave them to be seif-guidsd 

where they are not guided by Ich'hI Imder The luihlic should know tliat 

those who were not whole-heartedly . with the Bombay resolution have come 
out with their doubts courirmcd. Bimilnrly those who bad never any doubt 
have liecoroe f'lriner than ever before in their opinion. As for mer 1 never 
bad any doubt ns to the coim'tnc»<» of the Bombay resolution and have 
none about the euriteliu-ss of the steps hitherto taken in pursuance tbers-of.” 

The appointment of Kir G. H. Bajpai, as Agent General of the Government 
of India In the United Btates was the subject of a qneatiou in the Ceuiral 
liMKislaiive Assembly. 

Mr. Churebiira interpretation of the Atlantic Charter with reference to 
India was cOndciuiied by the All-India Nationalist lirague which coacludcd its 
session in New Ihsihi under the ptesulenlBhq) of Mr. Jamnadha MehWk The 

S te cliarncterifcd tl'e ifitcrpretation as ’nothing short of refuidiatioa of the 
ed word of His Majesty’s govern in eni'. The l-eagne api^lcd to Pmklent 
velt and Uie British Govcrnnieiit to make a further dedaraiiois mlentl- 
iog the promise of complete freedom to India.” 


fist The Committee of the Marwari Association. Cnleuita, addicsied a comMiaiea- 
iion to the Defence Dcftartnicnt, (aoveriiroent of India dimwiug their attention 
to the question of reemitment of liidisns to the Hpyol Indhui Navy.— 
It was poiiiti’d out in this I'onnexiun, that nolwithalanding tht astaraaees 
gifsii from time to lime in the past sbont ilie intentions of the Gorerament 
to Itidisniae the pereouoel of the iloyal Indian Navy, the progress of ailmissioii 
of Indisns were tery slow* 

Mr. Purusholtoiiidas Tricumdss, Gcoexal Becictarx, AU-lndia Bodaliat 
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Party iii the eonne of hia preihletitla] addreaii at the Prtiv inrial ^kx’ialiat 
Conlereaoe at Patna, obaerved : ‘*Wq aup|*orled tlie Ihiinliny Itenoliitioii of 
the Coamaa and we hare iintileiticnicd it to the lawt ol our ability and 
altont iKTp. e. of the roemitera are in jail t^xlay. The qurMtion which ta 
asked of me iS) db we atill. anpfiori Uic proi'nitnme of indiviiltial Huiyaiicniha 
and my answer ia, we are not at all aatiaAcd with it iiiapito of (tandhiji’a 
asauranoea to the contrary. We want it to lie iiitciiailii'd into a maaa 
struj^le foa Ireedom to which every Indian could ninhe hia contribiitiou.’* 


November 1941 

Mr. L. S. Amery, Socretary of State for India madt^ two spoochea, 
ono at Maaebester and the other in tho House of C/onimooB, in lioth 
of wliich he discuf^sed the political situation in India. He said that 
*"VVe shoiild be proud of our eontriluition to India. But nbovo all there 
is goodwill between IndiaM themselvos. *'He charactoriznd the extension 
of Yieeroy’s Council as a great step in advance, consisting as it did a 
majority of Indian members. 

The Bihar Provincial Congress Socialist Confereneo at Patna 
passed a resolution expressing concern at the hunger-strike in tho Dooli 
Detention Camp. 

The Ceylon deLgation strongly recoinmendod tho adoption of tho 
agreed conclusions reached at the Ind^Ceylon Bxplorator>' Conference. 

Mr K. M. Miiusln addressing the Sikhs at Lahore strongly 
ail\'ned them to keep Imlia one and indivisible. 

The Central Assembly discussed the Indo-Burma Immigration move* 
meat. Sir A H. Ghuznavi moved a resolution for tho revision of tho 
terms of the Agreement. 

In the Central Assembly, in reply to ^Ir. Joshi, Sir Beginald 
Maxwell assured the House that the case of the detenus was receiving 
proper attention by the Provincial Governments and tho detenus' demands 
were being carefully considered. 

The Society of bViends (London) in a memorandum to Mr. Charehill 
suggested the acceptance of the three point policy submitted by thorn 
by the Premier. 

The provisional figures of tiie Ccnli*al Governroqpt's receipts and 
disharsements during the year 11)40*41 were published from New 
Delhi : Total revenue, Bs. 108} crares and the total expenditure, Rs. 
115 crores. The net revenue deficit wag Rs. 6 3 '4 crores. 

In the Council of State, Mr. Conrau Smith, Homo Secretary made a 
statement re: the whereabouts of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, on the basis 
of some leaflets which were in possession of the Goverement. But he 
hod no information how Mr. Bose managed to go over to Rome or Berlin. 

Mr. Hemanta Kumar Bose, Acting Secretary of the Bengal 
PSmvindal Forward Block, in a statement to the Press, re : Mr. Subhas 
Bose, regreitted that the Government **had found rumour a worthy auxi* 
liary of the Intelligence Department.” 

The Working Committee of the All-India Moelim Leagne accepted 
the eiplMiation of Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq and decided not to tate any 
further aetion in the matter. 

A new Ministry woe formed in Orissa, with the Maharaja of 
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PftTlftkimedi, Pandit Godavaria Miara and Maiilavi Abdua Sobhan Khan 
aa Ministen. 

Mahatma Gandhi commenting on Mr. Amery'a apaeoh at Maneheater 
aaid:; **Hia repeating the aame nntmCha would not oonvert unlmth to 
truth." 

The han impoaed on the AH-India Hindu Mahaaabha against 
holding ita annual aeaaion at Bhagadpur and aome other diatricta of 
Bihar, waa partially modified. 

Itt In the 'Central Aeaemblf, Hr. A. €. Dntl and Bir Henry Oidney tabled 
smendmenta to Bir Abdul Halhn Gbuznari’a reaolution on the Jndo-Bnrma 
Inmiaration. 

The political lituation in India ( bcfere ibe iormation of the oew gofeBomeat 
In India and ‘before ibo entry of Badiia into the war ) waa dleeiiaaed at a 
mcetinK el the Eaat India AwoeiatiDn held in London wHh Lord Hailey 
in ibe chair. 

At il j firit eitting of the Bihar Provincial Gongieea Boctahat Oonferenea at 
Patna, under the preeidentehifi of Hr. Purnibottem Trienmdae, a Bewl n ttea 
egpreetlng deep oonoern at the hunfpnr-fltrlhe ij the Deolt Detention Cenp end 
vieering with regret the attitude adopted by the Governsieirt of India in Brie 
oonneoticui, waa paated. 

Mr. 1. B. iLrifialani, Qeiieral Beeaetary of the Gongreae declaring open the 
^*Alii«iaa Vynm fiangh" near Malad in Bombay, aaid : “Non*vlolenee may or 
SM^ not eolve the inmty nrdblenia feeing the world todn; but It hat beea proved 
to the hilt that war and violence have not edved them end nee ineepelde of 
eelvhig 4hem. Therefore even aa an eaperinittit non-violenoe ia worth a trial. 
It laMi at leaat aoived the many individual family and aootal problemi without 
hloeddied nnd breaking of beada.^' 

tad. Bh Tei Bahadur Bapra, Chairsiaa, Koa*Partf Leaderd* OoBtoenee leaned 
a Btatenaent an the poKUeal aitaation In India on behalf of the Btanding Con* 
foiUee ef Bw CoalereBee which concluded ita lafo<4lay aeaaion at AllahaliafL 

The report of the Cej’km Delegation to the Board of Minietera on the Indo-’ 
Ceylon Ksflocmtory ^Conference wae vabllihed.--Tbe Delegation etrongiy 
recommeoded the adoption of the agreed conelaeion reached to the Gonlerenca. 

At Ihe Beoond Madrea Btudente* Contoenoe^ a readiftion waa moved, elatiM 
thot eHwdanta ahoidd launch a country-wide aaaa etrnggle with an anti* 
imfioririUBtie haaia and a democzaUo programme, which moat aaeludi the 
right of oedloM to aapaiahi wridenoe in a vduntarj federation. 


Srd. Stiwag dkaiqworal of the netion of the Government of lodin in eonelnding 


the Indo-Bnnna Immigration Agmement without drat poblhhiDg the Bantor 
Oamadtcee^ nepori on the oiib}eBt, woe espxeeaed by the Oomatilee ol the 
Bomhmr Pleoviadal Hoilem Leaguo in a readutioa. 

Mr. K. II. Mimahi. addmdng a gathering el BiUie at Noaknaa BeMh, 
Lehoco, dodared : **II we keep ladia one om indivMble in the midet of Ode 
iatenintioaal ciiaie and donate the movement whieb threnlooe iateenni dimplion^ 
bfaanpfaHM eflbct of eeekrtanee, India will omeiie gnat nnd free, the 
mw eii of her dei^^ 

A Pmc Noia, anmmidng the daddon of the OovoiamcDl of Bennd, otatod 
that tha voridng homa of cotton opianlag and weaving mlllo and ttetoiici in 
tho provinco were tn c ai em ni to a masiiMim of dsty hom a woek feom ifiy 
loar hom nendnilble nader tho Faclorici Aeh 




la Odentia, great eooeern wea eipinwed for Iha 
Qmap wlm had gone on hiwgir ddke. Mr. 
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as 


cntn of Indtm into Bmia, nnd MorlnifaMilonr ovd hamUintiiiK in ito 
pnraioBO niid detrimeiitnl* to- tho intoml of Indio, nronnondo to tho 
Qoferpor^narol*in Gouucil not to fh^pimonl tho A|;tfenwattoMHHnnd|, nnd 
to miM it ■NtUfactorily in cononitolioit with. tho intttnott eoncenM^ 

.. oeei«ion to ezi nnd the Indion dir Foreo to tow iqttodroni wot onnooneod 
bj Sir Qomnath Bewour iu the Central Aioembly. 


5th. In the Central Ataembly, Sir Refdnold Moxwtll, in reply to Mr. N. M Jothi, 
care Uie loteat informalion rej^ardinc tho honicor-otriko In Deoil Jail. Uo ioid : 
iiie Govern men t took every rosaiolo itep to pertopdo the oecurity prfoonm 
not to embark on a hnn^cr-strike and Informed them that their demonda were 
beine eoiefully conaidcred oihI that any attempt to force the 




demande. 

Mr. H. C. Prior, Secretary for Labour, moved a Bill rigardinit maternity 
benedta for women workera in miiiea. 

Mr. N. E. Barker introduced a Dill to amend the Ali(tarh Uiiiversily Act, to 
that the University mi)rht be enabled to admit to its privileges a d^rce 
allege for women which, it was proiioaed to organise at Aligarh and to confer 
degrees on atiidcnta paaaitig tlie degree examiiiaiiona from that college. 

In a memoran.liim on India to Mr. Churchill, the Society of Friende 
(London) anggested that the Premier ahoitld support the three point policy 
•ubmittM by them as the policy of the Briiiah Government. The Society believed 
that this would ease the esiating political tenaion between Britein and India. 
The points mentioned hy them were : First, e time limit for the aiteinment 
by India of fall Self-Government after the war ; secondly, meene to be found 
meenwhile by which further rea(K>iisibiIity for the Government will be Irene- 
ferred to Indtsns ; end thirdly, e decision that political prisoners shall be 
released in order that oonsuUations could be earried on in a frea atmoaphera. 

Replying to the memorandum, the Prime Minister’s Seeretery invited the 
Society’c attention to Mr. Churohilt’e epeecb in the Houee of Commons on 
Sept. 9 , eii extract of which ran as follows : **We are pledged by the deelaraiion 
of August 1&40. to help India obtain a free and equal partnership in the Brltlah 
Commonwealth with ourselves, euhjeot, of oonrse, to the fnlfllment of the 
obligations arising from our long connexion with India and our reaponilhilltlaa 
to Ita many eteeas, races end intereste.” 


€tli. At a special meeting of merolier mllli of the Indttu Jute Milli Aaeoolation 
in Calcutta, Mr. W. A. M. Walker, Chairman, epoke on the circumelenoee 
which iiecesalteted the mills working GO boors per week. 

Mr. K. M. Mnnsbi in a statement to the Preae In Dombey, eeid : 'T am not 
■iirprised at the commeota made by Mr. Jinnah at Aligarh on my visit to the 
Ponjsb. He is fast becoming an adept in trying to overawe tboea who 
disagree with him by methods with which the world bee by now become pretty 
lamitiir**. 

Under the ensinces of the Presidency Oollege Tamil Asaoeiailon (Madraa). 
the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivas Sastri addreased a meeting of students^ the sobWet 
being *Tndiana abroad”. Mr. Sastri said that for varioiia reaaoiia Indian 
nationals went and aettled in Britieh Dominions and Colonies. But the White 
aattleit there^ who bad governmental |xiwer In thmr hands, looked down upon 
them and treated them as slavee. Toe thongbt that Indiana were antitied to a 
treatment cquel-to themeelvee never entered Uimr minds even for a moment. 

51r. 8. iratyawiarii; addressing the atudaota of the Hindu College^ Delhi on 
‘*8todenta and Polities” declared : **I am of the clear and emphatic opinion 
that it la neither good for pdiilce nor lor themeelvee nor lor the country, for 
Btudenta to take nctive part in politica**. 

Hla Eiealtooy Sir John Herbert^ Govaruor ot Baogal addifsalqg u msM 
BMatimr at fiognK said ; **If the sccue of^ battloia not to creep ocariv to India 
ee*ii thmlsDi to do, our war eflbri most not- pulp be mahileiMd at ita pitani 
levil but eaaaidcrably inercased”. 

Ilh. ▲ mealing at the MhdiimFlroviaeiid* War CoiamiUaawM hM at 

MBi Honae^ Madras, Sir Baag. pitalded. The Obafarmawiof tha v a f imia 

auh-eomaMtlaia prcaanlad reports of' thh wofldsg ol: Ihk* ee — ■hwa 
Jaly IML 

^oT BiT^cSSm il? M I 
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The toUd Tevenue during the .ycur anoniitcd to Ri. 108} erorct (ioclnding 
Ri. 12 erorct m Uie contTlbution from Builntyi luid Rt. ^•ciont.oi tbe net 
•urplof of the Poitft oiid Tclrgrapho I)e|Nirtaicfit m ucll m 7i erorci tiMiifcrred 
from iho Reveuiie Rctprre Fund) ond llie total oxi cDditure to Rt. 115 croret 
of wbich Rf. 73$ crorei wti on Defence SerTicet. 

The net revenue deficit wm lU. 6} croree ngaiiict'81 crorei neeording to 
reviled eitiinatei. 

Hii Excel Icney Sir Ji^hn Herbert. Governor of Ikngel paid e tribute to the 
coiitribulton of tbe EiMtern Bengal Ralliray to the war effort when be opened 
a fete and Chriitmai baser in aid of the Eait India Fund at Kanchxapara. 

A I'reei Communique from New Delhi elated that tl.e Qoveuimeot of India 
moelved information tliat 184 of the lecnrity .priaonera who were on hnnger 
•trike at Dcoli, called off their itrike unconditionally and brdke their .fait 
Mr. Vijay Ijaxmi Pandit, opening the Patna Diatrict Politieal Conference at 
Patna, made an appeal for atrenghening the Congresa Constructive and other 
programme! oiUliued by Mahatma Qandbi. 

tth. A meeting of the Working Committee of the National Liberal Federation 
of India wai held in New Delhi niider the chairmanihip of Sir Vitbal 
Chandravarkar.— Tbe political aituation was discussed and tbe following among 
other resolutions was passed : **'1116 Working Committee proteeu aninat the 
exclusion of India from the purview of the Atlantic Charter by the PriiM 
Minister of England. Ilia s|>eeeh is inconsistent with the appeals made to India 
to regard' the war as >a struggle for the enlargement of the bounds of freedom 
and democracy.*' 

Sir John Herbert. Governor of Bengal, opened the first camp in connexion 
with the **8tudy Centre for loternational Affairs'* started by the Bengal Govern* 
ment in Galontta. 

Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congreaa Committee, in obeervanee 
of the "Deteniie Day", aatiafaction was expressed that a majority of the detenues 
in the Dcoli Camp had given up their hunger strike, at a public meeting held 
in Bombay, 

IM. In the Council of State (New Delhi), on the question of Ra)a YaveraJ Singh, 
re : whereabouts of Mr. Siibhaa Bose, Mr. Conran Smith. Home Secretary, 
referred to certain leaflets which had fallen into the bands of Government 
nnd said that he had no doubt that Mr. Bote had gone over to the .enemy. 
Ue, however, had no information at to how Mr. Boae had mangged to traneport 
himaelf to Europe. 

In the Central Assembly, the President ruled out an adjournment motion 
tabled by Sardar Sant Singh to diecuis *'the grave situation in Calcutta landing 
to the closing of markets to protest ngainst the methods of assessing inoomo tax 
and racial dtsoriminatioii iu the applicalian thereof." 

The proposal to tax a man's income in British India at a rata applicabla 
to the total of his iiiooms both in British India and in Indian States wnn 
the main lobject of criticiem when tbe House took op diaenir^ of 
Sir Jeremy. Reisman's Bill to amend the Income-tax Aet aa reported by the 
Seleet CoMiltas. 

Ilth. In lfae OoMiellof State, the members of tbe Bloslem •League. staged a foranl 
«ilk-oai«a6ar Ihrir leader, Mr. Bwiein Imaes.bad madk n brief- atatameiit 
'Jir. WiHiemo (Defence 8cnuter\)rln repW'io .a queetion aeid.: *^nM Srlndia 
StaMB'NewtajtalontGompaby, Bonbey, have oeen granted n leaae for 90 yeea of 
about 2:78,OOQ -oqnara yaida of land at Yimgapntam for tba oonatraelioa df n 
•bip*biiildliig yasd aubjeet to a rautol of Re. TO per .1000 eqaara -yaide per aaawm 
for tbe flrat ten paara, anbjeet to a deoeaalal lacreaae of Ba. 15 per one thoniinit 
aqnare yetda, tbcin-after." 

In tbe Central Aaaembly the bonie took Into eoneMsnlion 6b* Jeramf 
Reieman'e Bill to nii^ the Exoeie Frofita Tex Ad na lu p ortad npon by tta 
Saleet Oommltiaa. 


Itth. In tba Oantral Aaaembly Mr. M* 6. Ancy.'Lsadar of the Honae* atated 
the Goveranmnl wouM be la a better position to deni with Mr. R. Zj 
molnita fooommeodlaf tho ralonoo of politknl prioontn If it wno not i 
till tbn ITih. N ofo mb or . Mr. Joibl odd Sd tho onhiod mnttor df tho mod 
wao miinii hni oo ho woo onxlont ihni not only tho raonhiHon ihnni 
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6mnutA but thui it thould retuU In tubttfuiiial action, he waa uiUinii; to take 
4t on the ITiIl 

In Uh CenUal Aaannbly, the debate on BIr. AlHlur Raahid Choudhury'a 
ictolttiiiin recomniendiiiK the application of the Atlantic Charter to India waa 
.|iaaaad witlioiit a diWaion, Cforeriimeiit rocmliera not opiKmiiiK. 

Hie Hoaae, there-after, paaaed without a division, the CioTeriiinrnt not 
objeetin};, Ur. Jaaiaadas Blehta^t resolution recon iiiendi hr that in any frcali 
oidienie oi K|iatriation of India’s sterlioR debt, care should be taken to see 
that the cost of aneh repatriation on Indian revenues was not unduly heavy. 

tub. In fhe Oouncil of State, the contributions paid by India to the l^eue of 
Kationit the attitude of tlie SinkiaiiR Government towards British Indian 
j Bs i d e iits ahere, the application of Uie Atlantic Charter to India and the 
mntinR of eommissiona in the Itoyal Indian Navy and the Boyal Indian 
Kaaal Beserve were amoiiR the variety of siihjects raised at question -lime. 

The Central liCRislative Assembly passed Sir Jeremy Raisman's Bill to amend 
the Excess l*ro6ts 'i'az Act as reinirted u^n by the Select Committee. 

Four Bills passed by the Central I^cRislative Assembly were passed by the 
Qonneil of State. They were two Bills further lo amend the Code of Criminal 
l*nNiaitttre. the Bill to amend the Factories Act and the Bill to regulate the 
employaent of women in mines for a certain period. 

Mahatma Gandhi addressed a meeting of the Standing Committee of the 
States* peoples* Conference at Wardha. which was presided over by Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya. 

IM. In the Central Assembly. Sir A. Bamaswami Bludaliar in reply to Bardar 
Sant Singh stated Uiat the number of enemy firms in Bombay, Karachi, 
Madras, Calcutta taken over by the custodian of enemy property were in 
Bombay Karachi 3, Madras 2, and in Calcutta 10. 

Sir A. Bludaliar moved his resolution that a fund called the Industrial 
Research Fond, for Uie pur|)Ose of fostering industrial development in India 
be constituted and that provision be msde into Uie budget for an annual grant 
of Bs. 10 lakha to the Fund lor la period of five yeara. The reaoiutioii waa 
paaaed without a division. 

Blr. Uemania Kumar Boae, acting secretarv of the Bengal Provincial Forward 
Bloc, in a communication to the preas on the statement of the Home Member 
re : Mr. Subbaa Ch Bose in the Council of State on November 10, said : 'The 
Ooveroment of India have failed in the elementary duty of vouching for Uie 
aafety of one of the foremost citiaens of Jndis. Instead, they have formed 
'rnmoor* a worthy auxiliary of the Intelligence Department*’. 

IBth. Mr. Mangtnram, presiding at the annual meeting of the Marwari Chamber 
of Commerce, Calcutta, auggeited the formulation of a national policy at the 
centre which would help in the development of trade and industry in the 
oouotij. 

A PiCBS Gomronnique wsi issued from New Delhi, re : Deoli detenues : 
**Aesording to the latest reporta received from Deoli, the health of the security 
priaoBcni who are aUll in hunger strike ia satisfactory, with Uie exception of 
ODeaecurily prisoner whose release on November 14 ban already been reported 
in the nreas. As soon as the large maiority of Security Priaonera abandoned 
the striii, the Ooveroment of India returned tbeir eonsultation with Provincial 
Govemssenta regarding the grievancea put forward. The matter will be consi- 
dered fnrthsr witliont dclsy ss soon so the replies of Provincisl Oovenimento 
•re isoeived**. 

tilh. Tbs All-India Anti-Faaciat Slndenta* Conference in Delhi decided to 
lorsi In India a ooeiioo ol the international Anli-Fasciri Pcoidet Front, 
established on the basis of the Anglo-Soviet Allisnce, so that the Indisn 
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deration of the rci)ort. briefly traeod the cirenmatanccB in which the negotiationf^ 
which broke down in Delhi in February lOlU were mnmed in Cmlon in 
June 1011, and pointed out that the Government of fiulia had pitbliabcd the 
refiort drawn iin iih a reatilt of theae reaumed eonveraatioiiH and placed befoiw 
the Uoiiae for uiscueBioii in order to ascertain the views of flte House aa well 
as of the different public orf;anisations coiieeriird. 

The Council of Htate iwsed two Bilti*, one fiirtlirr to amend the AHitaiit 
Moslem University Act 1920 and the other u> alter the const itiiiion of the Roonii 
of 'J'riisteca of the Tort of Madras, both as passed by the Central Lettislacive 
Asaenihly. 

18Ch. In the Central Assembly, Sir Retdnald Maxwell, Home Member, iniersening 
in the debate on Mr. N. M. Joshi’s resolution urging the release of polidcali 

S >risoners, said that the matter raised by the resolution was one in which* 
iTovincial Governments were closely concerned and the rcsoTiUion itself oeong* 
nixed the fact when it asked to take steps in agreement with the Pxovinsnii 
Government. In these circumstances, the Home Mcmher added, the Govecn* 
meat were not in a position, as an immediate result of this debate, to anticipate' 
the outcome of these eonsultations or to commit themselves er the ptosinecs tta 
any particular course of ection. 

After the debste Mr. Joehi withdrew his motion stating that he hni no* 
other courae but to give more time for the Government to come to n dmUon ae 
the Home Member had wanted. Tlie Ataembly then ndjonmed tine die, 

Mr. H. Batyamurti. Deputy Leader of the Congteea Parte in tte Cimtal 
Assembly, on the approval of Mahatma Gandhi, released the fall corxespandMMe 
thst passed between him end Osndhiji on the question of giving him fmdom 
to carry on propsgsnda to convert Uie eountry snd the Congress to his vkwsi> 
The Council of Bisis accepted a reaolution moved bv Pandit N. Snnani 
recommending that full use he made of the material available in Indin te 
the recruitment of ofBcera for the Royal Indian Navy with a view to iis 
Indianisation. 


Iflku In the Council of State, Hr. C. E. Jones. Finance Bcerelary in nply to n 
qnestion by Bsja Yuversja Dott Bing disclosed that India'k cxpendilnit on 
cUfence services was mounting and for 1941-42 the daily average might nmonat 
to as much Bs. 25 lakhs as against the pre-war flgures cl Rs. 12 lakhs. 

According to tbs All-India Census figures published from New DettiL Tndin’e 
population on March 1. 1941 waa 8^.8 millions of whom 47322,000 were 
literate persons. 

A special communication issued by the All-India States Muslim League; 
from Bhopal, said : **The British Premier showed cbarscleristie stetesmsnship iu 
not announcing application of the Atlantic Charter to India, aa tbia coqld not be 
done except with the abrogation and annulment of existing treaties of frien^bip 
and eo*operatioii with Indian Btstes which are determined to sbepe their 
honourable couree through the Chamber of Princes as independent units of the 
British Oommonwealth of Nations. 

Mr. L. S. Amcry. Bcerelary of Btste for Irdia, discussed tht politics! 
situation Iu India in a apeech at Manchester. He said: **We can be 
proud of Britain’s contribution to India. Vrbst the Magna Carta won fox 
us in the rights of the individual under the law. that ws have given to India 
^e have now set ourselvce to echieve. In cooperation with Indian ilateamanefaip 
far greater miracle of bollding up within the ipeee of a few years that 
anperstructure of responsible freedom which we have took ccntutlcs to complets. 
Inspits ot suspicion qw still retain the underlying goodwill and confldniew 
in India But above all^ere ia need for goodwill between Indians themadves.” 

Mr. li. A. Buss, Leader of the Enropesn group In the Central AsaembN 
and manager of the Burmn-Bliell Company in Delhi died of hcnrt-falluit. 


„ In the Council of Btete, Mr. P. N. Baprn moved n resolution < 

Ing the etoppsge of rtcrnltmeni of Europcens to the Indian Poliee in eider 
10 accelerate the pece of Indianisation. 

The Council of Btato diecuiecd iion-oflieial rceolntlone and paeeed one nen- 
official Bill of Mr. M* C. Chettiar, which amended tlm Indian limilationa Act. 

Mr. B. Batyamarll. Depuiv Leader ^ the Oonncee PMy in tj^ Omiial 
Aaaembly sent the following teleg r a m to Mahatma Gandhi, Baidar Vatlahlihhai 
Patel Dr. Bajendra Prasad.— ^omm Fbrty ia Central AsetmUy praoiieally 
unanimoue favouring fanction i ng actively aa main ppged ti on. Onr ’ 



vornm *41 ] CHRONIO^E OF EVESTTS 9r 

■Doport Oor eaM it » UfODS it Besal; ilfma, PUDjab Md BIimI. 
PlcMc Mwpl oionkw.** 

tlil* Pandit Gorind BalUbh Plant ofieniHl the AIMiidin Kbacli iumI indaiitriii] 
Swadcehi Exhibiikm nt Imrkitow. AiUtireniiiiE the mmlente of the Nsiioiiil 
tjdiool* be adviMil them not to lake ithuitinn ee n meaini of ctniinic 
money or to gain their nrlfiah entle, but far the aervicc of their vonniry 
and bamanity. 

IM. The 22iid Semiou of the Anclhin Midiaoabha jnet at Viiag. Sis Vijaya, 
Haharaja Kumar of Visiatiajtram fimideil. 

In the Connetl of State, the debate oiMhe Indo-Geylon re|H>rt waa coatinactW 
at the end of vliidi die eefsioii ronrludetl. 

hlr. U. S. SuhnuMnly. lien^ra Labour BliaiMter in inaugurating the 
eeTenlh iceiioN of the Bengal: Labour Couterence in Calcutta, made a «dl to 
indnatrial workem tado ererytiiiiiir in dieir oner to au|)|dy *\)ur trooped with 
war roateriala and aaoift them in wiiintnf' victory. 

Faith in. the Ibndersbm of Mahatma Qandhi waa expreaaed in thi ftrit 
conference of the lladna Fifth Glreln Cougrem. 

SM. A Preen eomwraniqoe ieeited: by the SecreuHy to the Oofemor at Cottark, 
elated : *‘Wtth the eoiicurrciiee oi Hie Encelleney tlie Oovenior-Oeneral, Mie 
Ezcelleiiey the (liovcmor of Oriaea. hae thia moming by a proelamadon under 
acetion 93 oh die Government oi ladaa Art, 1935, revoked the proelanration under 
that eeetioii hkhecto enforced^ im tA:t8Bn*^ U adilad ;•— * On being invited bw 
the Govetfios to form a BRiiiatry, tha Maharaiii of Parlbkimedi haa iiamca 
aa hia eolleagnca Pandit Godkwm Siiara and Matilavi*^ Abdiia Sobhan Khan. 
Uia EzcGleney kaa aummoned Ihcae llunce gentlemen to be awera in aa 
Miniatem to^Mtorrow moniingJ* 

The Bbnind Labour Conference in Calenlta. paeaed a raaohiikin rantiig npon 
Indian wnrkevo In aiipport to the heal of iheir ability and power the war emt 
hi ttiia eomitrj* 

Three voltcya of tear amoke' were need to diaperee a meedne of Bikba wbicli 
bad: gmhered in Gandha gmnada, Old Delhi, ki contrantaAoii of the Dlatrlct 
ilmthniaaia aider under aae 141 Cr. F. C. 

The Andhra Mahoeabba waa oecapfed with one main' waeluticm lelatiog to 
the Andbm Province. Mr. T. Prakeabam »|>kaaiad iba Congtvaa Mioiatry'a 
eSmta for aecuriiig a aaparale prorince for the Andbraa. 

titfa The Maharaja of Parlakfancdi, Pandit Qodavaria Misra and Moiilavl Abdwa 
Sobhan Kban, who waca appoint^ membere of die Council ol Miniatera by Hia 
Ekcellcney the Gomeor eC Oriaaa, took their oatlw of eMre in the forenoon at 
Gatinck.— A Gasetta Eatinonlinary notification aaid that the Maharaja of Parleld* 
modi would bold the portfolioa of Home Afliiiia^(exdkRiiiig pnblicity), Loeal 8elf^ 
Qovmmcnt and P. W. D. FaufUt Mtera would bohl the port*folioa ol ftaanet} 
Borne Affatra (oublicity), l>eTelopiDeiit and Btiucaiaew and Mr. Sobhan Khan 
tboee of Law, Commecce, Kevcuue and licakb. 

Sir 8. Kadha KrielioaD. addrcMinc the Aoiinni Coaroeation of the Dieen 
Uoiveieity, obaerved : **Tlie priiieipaf canat of the great etrnggla now m in 
exaltation of the national Ideal at the expenee ol the niiman. If war aa tba 
Dcmeeia of nadonaliam gone mad. It ia bevauae aatioaa adoiit the ideal df tin 
abaolute atalw 

Mr. T. Frakaaham, Preaident of the Andhra Pnnrinvial Coagseii OomuSttm. 
iaened a cfoeular to all Agente of IHatrict Coacreei Commltlece^ aod Iwdbri of 
Coagrcea Partica la ISatrict Board# and Mnati'ipalUMe falling npoa Ce n M ie 
Preaidenta and membera of Diatrict Boards and CgngreM Ohairmen awl gfMMtra 
of Mnalcipal Cooucila to reaigii mid withdraw from tharn boMha bMoft 
December Sk 

nth. M. litviaor, Raceian Ambaiaador in WaahlngUm ‘ aeeompmMad by Mm. 
litfinoT and hit private aecretory, arrived in Calcntta, cnioaie tci ibnerfiom 
Sir 8. Badha Kriilinan, addreaaing tba atudeata ol tha Mhnlle KimIIhi 
H an, Dacca Univeraity, aaid that the trot' eign of eoftnin wwa la bdhMra in 
aneh a way aa aot to wooad tha enaeeptihUitiei of aay bode* Ha aoM the 
•cndcato not to be carriai away by atreat alogaac and aoi to vM la toadacte 
aid tmtfifoT* 



m TH£ INBUN ANNUAL fiJBdlSTEB [ 27 Mvnn *41- 

ITlh. Sir BidridM Qoaka, Pmideni, Imluui CluuBher of CoanaMne. — f i wring 
tha poaiUon of ladian induatry ia rdatioa to mr at the gaartorlf IIBMimI 
maeUng In Caleutta, ai rc aa nd ^that tlia tiial gapa in Indian indiiatrial atnietare 
if not filled In tinie, might nanlt in the oonrae of a fnoloiiged war la iMuadya- 
iQg the eountry’a industrial aetlfity. 

'The Bengal Legislative Asaemblj met and smmedtaielj adioamed itil 
Deesmber 8, following a statement by the Premier Mr. A. K. Farinl Hnq. 

The Secretary of State for India. Mr. Amery. In the ilonse of Comasona Idld 
Mr. Ammon (LahoarrUiat he bad not yet seen the oflieial report of the nneonad- 
inm in the Indian Lc|d*lal<vo Assembly on the motion regarding the imaaaeetf 
poinioal prisoners.'-Aiiswerieg-a'qitcscioii as to what actioo the British O aner n mept 
and the Viceroy were taktng to bring abont a more aariefaetory state of eNauns 
througbout India to impiofe the war effort. Mr. Ameiy aaid that new 
administrative ineaaurea aaiioitnocd in India for furthering the •aasociatioo of India 
with the war effort had been sucoeesfiilly initiated The Kieeudve Couodl had 
been expanded and now contained a msiority of non-offieial Infieni. 
Miniatarial Government bad been catshlislieci in Orisea. ^hlle confident that 
the auceesa of these meaaurea would natarally aasiat the ever effort, the 
Qovernmeiit of India remaiaad angious to foster the growth of goodwill 
ibronghoitt India and the aesoeiatmn of all lectiona fbt commanity 
in the eemmon endeavour. 

Wh. Sir CL V. Raman, addressing the ‘Patna University Oonvneatioa, observed : 
**Wa in India are the inheritors of a great civilization, we me ihchily proud 
of our fomlatlierB who poaaeiaed tbit connlty. who reared the highe>i witelligence, 
the highest eivilisalion, when the rest r>f the world was aiiec}>ed lo daritncaa 
and ignoraoea. Ut ua not forget that we are not mere lenmcrs M all that 
the weetem acseiice has to teaeh. Let ua feel that we are deeeendaiita nf gnat 
progenitors”. 

Mr. A. R. Siddiqi, m. l. a • Prsiident of the Muslim Ghaiaher of 
Oommeroe. in « statement to the pmae in Calcutta obaerved : *Dnrma has 
added insult to the Injuir inflictea on India by ordering the Govemmeot 
of India to aiifgily not leas than $hO(X) imtktlfed labourers to work in the 
•grieoltursl fieM of Akyab.** 

Mahatma GaudU commenting on Mr Amerr’s speech at Manchester, eaid 
initr alia : *Mr. Amery hae said nothing new. Ue doee not know India as well 
as 1 do. Therefore, I eee that by repeatiiig hia statement be it doing no 
good either to hie own country or to India. His capeating the asms untruths 
would not convert luitHth to truth.” 


filth. Dr. Rajfiidra Praead. aeruUnialng Mr. Amery*f objeetions to Congresa 
aaggeation for a dbuatitaetit assembly, based oa adult Irancbias with separate 
deetoratea for Muallaia, for deciding India’s future eonatitution, said: 

eaimot imagine what possible objections could be railed by MueKme 
partioalBrly when it ia eoueeded that no solution of any oommnnal problam 

which to oot aoeeptable to Mualiroa will be forced on them .Mr. Amcry*a 

obieotion to dedeion by maioriiy vote of the eonatitueut aaaembly 
eontaina the impltod admtorion that Congresa will have a majority 
ou It whan the aoaineion of minoHliaa to put out of the way Im pmidiBg a 
eomelala eafegnard, Indieated above^ what poeeible objeoiioa can Mr. Amoy have 
to ibadMtoion of the majority.” 

Dr. Bhyama Praaad WorUag Preeiitook, AlMadto Hlado Mahamhha, 

BNakliag over the aaaumaeialPB of the Beagal Provibetol Hindo Oonfermea at 
Baidwaa. aaid : "The Mahamhha to not an mgaaiiation directed aniaat the 
lafaiiaal of any Non-BIndo eoannualty. ia fast, lla objeeta lay down that ev«y 
faraash of the Mahamhha moat aoocaro itself with tha cMabUahmcol of aoaaa 
and haraumtofia latar-oommuaal rdatloasliipw* 


Mr. Pita Kitohaa Pedhtory, Pr mi den t of tha PiwsMal Ooamm OomMlIlia 
'Moaa) in a atalaaMat at Oatta^ made a alroag eritlatom ofnaAt Modaiirii 
[torn aad hla gioap ia lormlm a Miatotry. 

nt hoa hapomd oa tha AH-Iodla BMa Mahamhha iciiaM MMtog Ha 
maal amdoa la Bhagdpar aad omtaia of tha Diatifeli of Blhm ialMMi 
leambm aad Jaaaaty HOTlM was modiiad by the Oovaramml of MMr 
tha aMaai that tha haa woali lamala la faiot oaly aa la Jaaaary 4 laofimd 


(Oitom) ia a atalaaMai at OattaalL mada a alroag eritlatom of 
Iflaia aad hla gioap ia lormlm a Miatotry. 


ap la jaaaaiy la 


I of tho Diatrioti of BQiiil 
odifiod by tho Oovommml of 
la faioi oaly op la Jaaaary 4 
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Mlh. Kir Te) Bfthadar Sapru addroniiif: lh« ConYoratkm of the IWnam Hiodii 
UniveriUy obterrfd : *^\Vhatever be the cril« of nationeliem in Eorope, 1 
think iinUoniilitin it n iierettity with ut (in Tiidin). and before we think of 
Interiiatioiialiain or the New Order or Federation of the world, I think we nuat 
allow iiationalitni a fair chance in onr own country.** 

At the aettion of the Itentral rroriiirial Hindu Conference, at Biirdwan, a 
reaoliitioii uri;init on frcaii eenatia for Rental *^iin<ler the excliiaive control of 
the Central (iovcrnmeiit free from all interference by the Provincial Qovemmenl*' 
waa iiaaacd. Hr. Sliyma Praaad Mukherji preaided. 


December 1941 


The declaration of War on Japan by Groat Britain and the United 
States created a great sensation all throughout India as with the entry 
of Japan into the World conflict, llio war reached a dangerous proximity 
to the shoros of India. 

The Bengal Miniaters tondere<l their roaignation to the Goyemor 
of Bengal, which was subsequently followed by the formation of a new 
Ministry with kir. A. K. Fazlul Utiq as the Premier and the representatives 
of the different parties in tlie Bengal Assembly. 

The Assam Cabinet also resigned and by a proclamation by the 
Governor of Assam, the constitution was 8iisi)oni1ed. 

At the Pakistan Conference at Ludknow, a isolation ms passed 
demanding ‘Pakistan*. 

The Government of India issued a eominunique ffom New Delhi, 
announcing the release of Maiilana Abul Kolam Azad and Pandit Jawhar 
Lai Nehru and other ‘*Civil Disobodienee*' prisoners. 

Mr. L. 8. Amory, secretary of state ior India, wlieo be wae asked 
regarding India's future Gonstitution, referred to a statement made by 
the Governor General of India on August, 1940. 

Mr. Garat Chandra Bote, M. L. A. ( Bengal ) wae emsted and 
detained under the Defence of India Buies. 

Master Tara Singh advised the Sikh oomeiaDity’ not to rssoit to 
civil disobedience* but urged the Government to ac^erate the pace of 
iwaceful solution in view of the intemationai sitnaiion. 

The Non-Paity Confeienee at Loeknow |»aseed a reeolniioo eallii^ 
upon the Britieh Government to decleiw nneqaivoeally that India would 
have the same freedom and equality of otatoe Great Britain and the 
Domtnione. 

His ExooUeney the Vioeioy made an appeal for polUieal unity in 
IndiaJntka face of the oommon danger whm be iil thm 

meeting of the Aseoeiated Ohambere oH^meroe in Galeotta. 

Mauteoa Abul Kalam Asad dedeiwd in Bombay thal nnlees kheui wae 
a change in the British Govennsenl'e altiindgi them would not be a dhauge 
in the Indian attitode. 

Mr.V.D.8avarkar, PMidewt of the Hfndn Mahaeabha taHrasM 
the workers not to interfore with tlie authorities bslofiw the dale ef the aebual 
•oesion of the Mahaeabha at Bhegalporu, Suheeqnently Ifr. Saviifeur wae 
arrostod along with a luge numbor ii Hebi 

Mr. M. A Jiiinah.FrMdeoloftlmAn indiaMiidimLfaiQeiwmi^ 
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111# BnHA that witb Iiib. and hU foEowera* Fakistai waa 

aamd 9ai am article of faith. 

Mahatma Gandlii iaaoed a atotemeot asking the Bihar GoTemmeiit 
to lift the ban oo the Himlii Maliasabba and Mr. M. B. Jayakar appealed 
to the Viceroy to the same effect. Ii» an interview with Bir Manmatha 
Math Mttkherjee on the sohject in Calcotta^ Die Excellency the Viceroy 
said that as it was a provin^al issae, he did not find his way to interview. 

Mr. Savarkar* in . his pcasidential speech at ilie Hindu Mahasabha, 
insisted oo the militarisation and lodostrialization of the Hindus. 

The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution relieving 
Mahatma Gandhi of his leadership of the Congress. 


Isl. A Govemmeiit Honse (Beneat) eommniMqnc etctcfl : “it n announced that 
the Bengal SliDistm bare today tendered to Hit KzecUency tiie (Sovernor their 
fitignaliou ac mcmbcri of the Coiiorit ninittem. Ihey a ill continue to 
remain in charge of llteir rcapeetive lertfolloa sntti Ills Esccileiic'y the Governor 
hcc dcckhd wmrtlier or not to eceeiit Ibetr retiKnationt.’* 

The cecond MMton of Che Kntional Defrnce Council opened at the Viceroy's 
House, Msw llelhi. His Excellency the Viceroy presided at both the rocetinga 
in the meniing and in the afternoon. 

The Daily Hawuld, iu an editorinl declared : **Iudta ia wholly with oe. 
India is wholly working with us, Itidta has fully roetiiiicd to our esnse and 
fa capable of material and moral eontrtbatioii to war, which will do immense 
harm to Jaiien, military and tHiIttical.** 

Acharya Kri|»aUrii. General Secretary of the Congreee, in en interview et 
Karachi ubservM : ^'Ihe Coiigrefis bides its lime and waits for a favourable 
opportunity. If however, Mr. diitnah it deeiroiis to establish contact witli 
the Congress, nothings stands in the way of hie doing so, and Gandhi ji who has 
nsvsr hsa any false idea of dignity, would meet him even at Mr. Jiiinah'e own 
pinec.” 

llie Puii}ab Asicmlily oommencod He winter eeieion. An iinsnreesefnl attempt 
to raiee n dieeussion on the expansion of the Vieemy'e Kseciitive Oounfil, 
t hrm ij^h an wlioitriiment motion was made in the Assembly ; Bir bhehalHiddiu 

A resolution reiterating- the demand for Pakistan and expressing readinois 
•o sacriftcc evervthing to achieve it waa adopted at the rakislan Conference 
which ooncittdcd Its tcssioii at laieknow. 


M. The Kaiional nefenee Cmineil met again in Mow Delhi under the preshlcnry 
of tilt Viceroy— A Commnnifiiie giving an account of Uie ivroccedings of tlic 
meeting aaid tliai the Maeter Uetieral of Unlnanre made a stalcment on the 
im|i|ily poeitimi in i«i military as|iect from all pointe of view and put tlin 
CbitiiHl III possession of the laleet ilevclopmente in reganl to it. Thereafter, 
Bir Amlrow Oow. Memiier in Hiargo of Commnnicatione mldresaed the 
the Cnimcil on the work of the railways in retniiou to war effiwt. The 
procceiUngs l oncliiilcd with, a elateroeni maile by Bir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, 
Comsseree 9cmhor» on the dovdopmeoti In Indnetttal research. 


M. The Govornmeid of Intlin iaened n Gommiiniqne from* New Delhi enmwninng 
the relcaee of Pandit* Jowhoiial Ndirii and Manlana Abdnl Kalam Axad. 
Tim ^>immniiii|iie aiolad'r *^1110 Govern mcnl of India, eonlltlent in the 
determination of nil.* foaponaible opinion in India to sapport the war effort 
nntU vhslory is senuMd, bove reeched the eonrlusion thnl these civil 
dliabedienct lurismiersf whowrnffiHieei horo been formal or ayssbolle in choroetor, 
CM hi aol free, Kohet wilt bo fdvtn. to Ihia eanse an oaim- an. piwalhla.— 
**Thort 010 t*mvineea In wh iah losal fondtikmo mey menu delnf ; hm bdcMO 
Iho end ol tlio year Hm G overn men r of India hope thar Ihronghmie Indio 
praatimilly oil aueli' pofoone will hovo bean aai free. WiHi ihem there will 
be lelmewl alwi Uonlaws Abut lUam Amd and Pandit iftwiiaribi; Nebm.** 

Ibo fined eeaaien. ol Ibo oosend m e dla g of Aw Nainmnl HeiniBB Cmincll 
How IMA jrbo mornioi woodmoiMl in a mtImk Ik B. Ri 
' ' •( a. RMHi ■MMm> i«itiaM. IMR m to. 
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•ibstiQg IndiA^aiid in Iti more gcMni jopoetik 8tr AUbor H.Tdori, SlemliMsiii- 
Clurgtt, InforoMtion tnd Brondcasdni; explained to the Council Um rerioua 
dotelopmente that had tahen ulaee in connexion with the work of iita 
department, tho oigaiiizAlion of p rap i ^n da and poblieity in eoanexionirith 
wrar effort. 

lb. A. K. iFniliil neeepiad ttm ieadenhip of the Pfcicremnre OenUlioa 
Paf^ of the Bengal Amembly. In amionsteiag Alia deoleion. Mr. Hnq exmnned 
the ‘hope that ?ilie 'formation of the party ena ‘*an angary not only lor the 
iwnfion jtf oommnnal etrife^ but aUio for dm ean^ing out of a progmame 
lor the 'good of .dll 'aectioae of tte people in Ilia ooiint^:^ 

4fh. Ildhate Qandh|, .in an interview on the O oferw m e n tae deciiion to releam 
S al yaBraha prieoneie. .aaid : '^As I have eaid hflofe the .event I repeat aftm 
the event, diat eo far as I am concerned dm 4sinvcrnnMni of India'a deciaioa 
cannot evoke a eindle .reepoueive or atipreeiatiTo finrd in me.” 

Qneetma on 'tlm •devheng of Indian fulme eonalitiittoii were naked in the 
Botum of Cn mm on a ity Hr. It. W. Hoieneoii flolij-nlietdyint:* Mr. Aomry 
mod : Urn hmentiaiii of Hie Majoety^ G orecn n io i i l wHii repud to the 
oonetitationdl ieeue m India were aet .forth in a etatement made by ^e 
Govemor^^Genecai on Auguat GL 1910, wliidi intilcU -iiidtana to reach 
a hania of liieiidliy agreement iirat mion the form idliich thall be taken by 
tho poaUwar sepMaifiatare ’buily whtdi ia to daviae llm frameemrk of Indiaw 
fnteio cmmlJltnicNi^ and on the methoda liw whidb at tlnUl arrive at hn 
conclnaiona na weH aa uimo the priiiciito and oattinca *<4 the eonalitiitidn 
Itaelf.” 

A faint atalement waa irened by Mr.. H. 6. Bnhrmamly. Chwafa IKr 
Kazimnddin, the Knorah Bahadiv of Dacca and llr. I^iminnddin Khan, 
explaining the drenmnlanoea whkli, accerdhig to theoij led io Urn icaignmioa 
of the Uiif llkiatry ta Beiipd. 

A Preai Note liroai Hew Jhdhi raid*: a innw to maiwtaiiiiiig uniformity 

la the atandard nf eaiidiilatca ndeclad for the Indian Delemw ffervim, reernit* 
meet to Urn Indian Army, ihe lharal Indian Navy, -and dm iadhei Air Foree, 
which hitherto hea tieca carried out by oerarate lorpHricaliMiia, adll now he 
co-ordinated under a IMcaetonrte controllwi by Ilia Adjelani Ifeacvani branch 
at the General llend^uaiieii.* 

Mb. Mr. M. A. Jiaiivli, in a atetement leaned faem. New Hdhi, weleoned Ihe 
formailoo of the Moalem Laagee pai^ in Am Benpd Aeaemblj and ag^iwaled 
to all Moalem membera of the Aeaemhly to foin the tmrty. 

It wea eanonneed from New Delhi that the Ooverpmaai if India decided 
to eontiol wholcaale wheat iwloei at la. 44 a mannd and In fmmve the 
imnort dutv on wheet. 

Mdit Jawlier Lei Nehrn in a ataieroent Ivan l^dwow, after hhi cdUaae 
dbeerved : **The cell of India oondanea to re a o wa d in oor enm and Angde Mie 
Wood ia oiir velaa. 8o let iia go ferwaid along dm path of onr chnina end 
take all trial# and irilnilaUona with aerenitj and eoifldence and with imilipg 
eoonteaanea.*’ 

Mr. V. D. Bavarkar prapoaed that limm Mienld ha no Hmnga in Am 
venna nor In ihe datca elvcMy fixed lor the enanel emdnn ef dm AA«lndhi 
llMo Maherahha. 


the n wpic ei of the CoaHHaAon 


M. At a Conference hdd in Calcalte. 

Ofoop, dm nuwt Rev. Mctrn^ilan of Indin Pfoddhig, the foUowing reMwIion 
waa pneeed : **Tlua meoUog weleomea the loandiidon re Greet Britain of Am 
aoeleiy of Avgonanta in eonnexlon with Urn yonAi movement, and Ua 
inlmeA ia dm promotion of rioaer enltninl leUliona with In^ T 
neognition of dm aeeeMire of comiilola oqnali^, and In Am 
for Hill and equal aCataa.*^ 


reh 


Mr. M. A. Jiaaah rent a tdegrui to Mn A. K. FarinI Hnq : **PriHre fiAn 
mr nedon and eondart are highly improper and wrong ia Joining Am 


Mr. A. K. Fnalal llaq in n etatcarent in Nflyjre Ihn foint efetroiint nmin 
by the font ea-Miniatma of Benpd, ob en rv i d t ^ hid no oAmr opAon hnl lo 
render the rewgnnUgn of hoih myedf end Ihe edbiML hnl the leroini^ roAiOid 
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bf the •igiiatoricB, Arc entirely a tnvcAty of iratb. The |••>•ition ereeted 
ine eignBUNriee in combinAtioa wiili one or two erAtwhile euiitfAgiiee wee eiicii 
IhiU no eelLrcipecting premier could i‘Oiitiniie in oflice m a pri^mier any longer 
than 1 did*” 

Senate of tbe Calirnita Uiiivertitty ApiMniitHd Mr. Jawliar IaI Nehm, Sir 
Akbar Hyitari and Sir Jogendra Sitigb aa the Kainala l^iHstiirerH of the Univeraity 
for three coneeetilive yeara. The anhiaet of Mr. NehruH tc-f«ire would be **llie 
**iHacovery of India”, while tboae of Sir Akbar and Sir Jmiendra would Ite 
**liidian Unity— HietQrieal and Cwliitrai*' and **l*i^e of Sikhiem and ita 
rotttribuiione to Indian Natioubood” reapectively. 

Tik. Hie Kxeelleney tbe Governor of llengal ac«*epled the ri>iui>ationa tendered, 
on l>ecfmber let. by the Council* of Minietera bemled by Mr. A. K. Fazliil Maui.. 

Mr- Fasliil Huo in hie reply to Mr. Jinnah. olieervod : **iiiirreetod periions 
are involnitK tbe Li^tie for ffaraonal enda. topieat you «k prei^ulcnt to judge 
the eituatioti irnttartially and iNMttpone action uiiiil’ I have iiccn given a (till 
hearing.” 

Mahatma Gandhi in a aiatement from Wardita eaid' : ”The AV'or.king 
Committee and A. !•. C. C. memitera- muat not offer Satyagralia nor aboiild tboae 
iiitcrcatcd in reviiiiiK the Ilomiiay deciaion. Apart from thoae. civil diaobcdienie 
aliould continue wiUtout iiitcrriiptioii.” 

At a meeting of the Punjab Provincial Mualim TiOagiie, a reaoliilioii wae paaacd 
rxpreaaing dieappointment at UlC' *'niiiat im fort im ate aitnaiiim'*' which aruac in 
Iteni^, and urging ii^n 51b. Kazin] iliici to abatain from leading a ftariy 
whim conaitiod of aiiUOlualimt lucagut groupe. 

D|9l Kajendra Praaad, addlmiMug. a nublio meeting at WardJia. rspreAacd 
the view tliat it waa futile ta aiwak of changing the Coiigncaa policy aa long 
at' the Governmentr atti«*k to Uicir Aiigiiat TiiX'laration and rewuuiicd adamant, 
aw waa reflected iw tAie remarka. ef .Mr.. Churchill and 5f r. Amery. 

Stli% Rritain and the Uaitccl Statea declared war on Jaiuia. 

tfii Excelliiney the (lovcraoi of licngal gave interviewa to leaderi of the 
dUlircnt partiea mid groups mi Hie Mbiigal Aaiembly with ‘.a view to ameating the 
ailauiiion rehitioic ta the formodoo of a cabinck 

Mr. M. Aehral All, Ucpuiy S|icaker» iletigal Aaiembly. died at hia 
Galuutta midtaee. 

Mr. Jinnah. aent a telegram to 51r. ITmi erkieixmg hia action. He aatd ; 
”Yoa have drffed the previncMil League aiul iia deciaMm of whirh you hepficn 
to he pamideni without rderenco to Hus Working (knwmittce of the AIL India 
Moalem League or ma You have formctl a cr>utiti«in. It ia not oifti to 
indWiduid membera of Hm league to forni a vliipw or cualiiiun wilhaot tlie 
appiwval of the provincial or Ail-ludia Moalem Uague. 

Sir SaltaD' Ahmed, Member of tbe VicereyV ConiH'il, apeakiiig at a rereption 
given to him by- Sir Kakamutiilla Cbinoy in Ikwaliay. made nii aiialyata ot flic 
iiotltleal ailoation In India and put in a pica for an agreement lictwccn 
Hindua and Mualima. 

•tk. Mr. Jawharlal Nebru.. at a Preaa Conference at 1.n« know. diwnaaing the 
laleriiaitoual attiialioii, declared: ”1 alioiilil like India to iiae her atmigth 
and le a o itree i in favour of poeeilde good eaimea. In the grouping of powera 
Btrwggliag for ma a tery of the world, oa either aide there eerma to be oreania 
entertained 1^ g overamnnt of world domination. Uiidnulttetlly Ihie ia no on 
the part of Hitler. It ie not procleimcd aa ani*h by the oiber iwriy.** 

The devieion of Ike Government of India to rr|»atrtate accnriiy priaonere in 
Dealt detention camp waa announced in a l^rraa commiiniqiie. Tbe Communique 
wM i ”Xow that the hnngarHitnke at Deoli Ima been nin-oiidittoiialiy aliatid* 

, oacd. the poetlioa reverie to whai it waa Mure the atrike Ktartcil. when 
the aeenrity priaonera were informal that the Governnirnt of India were 
prepared, in conaultalion with piwvincial govern mnii a. to give full and early 
eoneideratioa to the rccommendatioiMi made by llr. N. 51. .luahi on their behair*. 

Mr. Rohini Kumar C'liondhiiry, llinialer f«*r Etliimfioii, Aaaam Aaiembly. 
aubmitied hie reaigaation from the cabinet to the J^rendrr. Sir Mohammed 
Haadttlla. 
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Ika IfeMte Md« • iUl f f t te Ike Ammb L«M«a*a AMmbly toibe 

IMt Thi wiiMl liKitlAtif* Oomeil adiouMd ob* Um ipmiad thit u Um 
itiiiMiliBB of Ike Muiiiltn hod beem miplid tlim wm bo pfoper cneatlYO 
OoiWBBMBl iB tesad aad, tkmfofi^ tkoCoBB cil vat aabUo to tnuiaBel my 


Dg. KalidBilltfE. PhdoMor of Um Uaimtltj of OtkoilB ood Mr. MNiprljB 
WMiiiatbo, Stemorv of Um Mahobodlrf BoU^. OUeoltB vm Uketi iB4o 
eo Mod ^^t ki iptAl biBBcIi of Um OUobU* ftUoo Bate Uao Defenot of 

mk A iMM MiwinBi fcoM Nfv DtBU told : 'Tho Qo n ra ma t of Indio oco 
•Bttiiid UMt MO hofo botB eoBtodo of taeli o boIbib hotvotB Mr. Smot 
ChBBdiB Bom oad Iht Jobobom, oo to icndor bit lauBcdloto tpprtbcnaion 
BotMMVf. Hbty bofo, UMrarorf. Mtaod ordtit for bit dtttDtIoB under Uie 
PU baot ii law IUIm oad bo voo omtted In Coleulto.’* 

Mr. Aib K. Fotlnl •b-PiIm Minitter oad Ittdpr of tho Profcrttolft PmIj 
iMMtd B MbiBit la BfBEtl.— Mr. Haq ttoicd Uiot bt bod fomicd o cobinoi 
vlib bbBoUf at PtImo liSiettr and Or. BbioMO Pnttd Mubboiji and tba 
Bbvab Babadar of OBota. a^MiniM* at ummIm 

Mr. M. A. Jbaab. Pmidtnt; AU-fadHa Motlea lodpn. eipcllcd Mr. Fatiul 
Ebb bma BMMbMblp of tbo Woiklif GoBiaitt» aod Um Council of ibo 
MiiMBi Xmbo and not inabd, Dittrlet and Prfaaarj Lmpm of teagal and 
Md Mt d tbooM Bol bo oBftIblo for aMaSw hi p of tba Motion 

MmIm Ibn BlBgK addrottiag a 6ikb OoateMMt In Mow Delbi. Mid that 
lM.vOBld advlM tbaa aatinti MtocUaf to eifttf diMbaiitBM in flow of tbo 
intMBttioatl tjtuaUoB bat bo vaaod tbo favonunoal tbak, If no bmcoIuI 
ootatiiM vat Made, tbo Bibb eoanBUBity vodd not boaltato to taio ant 
atOoB Ulif tboBgbt it to kotp tbo pOMtioo oT UM Entb. 

IMh. HmMU Jfavbarlal Bobta, in a otaIcBMBt to tbo Ooflp Btrmid id loadoa, 
aoM: **l!bo onirr of Japaa into tbo van baa aov bmUo It vorld-vido aad it 
appooaobM India^ boidtr. That io of Yoat bifwaM to no bnl U will nata bmIm 
BB fvalMa. Oar oyaiilbffe mboI inoYitdttf bd vltb tbo atNfFaaoiil aatkmo 
oad OBflb bolp M va taa oiYo tbcai, eoMdtiMUj viUi oar priaciplao, 
voald iov to tboM If; v« fanotkmoil m a twm pMpta." 

Bia Bk foH oa oy Lord LbiUtbgov paid a Crtbalt to tho var prodaetioa of Uio 
Tbia Imb aad Btod Gomymiy at loanliodpar. 

Tv Um Doaaal LaiMotiYO Atoeaibly^. tbo fOMUoa of Mr. Boial Cbaadra 
Bho'o ancot vm ratacd in tbo Houaroa a notiaa loqaoitiav UoftraaMnt to 
tabaalMiatoateaiMbianlMao. 

mb. Wban tbo Amom laoWatiYo AMcmMp aitl, BIr M. Boadallo, tbe Pmaicr 
o a a o aa c f d tbol bo bad teadered tbo lodanotioo of bio cabbiot Ho furtbor 
Motoi Mat Um laaicaatioa wm tmbarfUed to Uic diief BacMtarj., ia tbe 
■hMBMof tbe O ofe r aee u 

A Otbratfa Gbaette Bitreordinarj aoUied that tbe OoneniBMat of Bnifral 
Mabe aa order wtirirfhio Iiubtiua iiaiilband onitide baiidiana and io ibcatficia 
Aa order appliid to maHicinal arcM- or other tpcciiicd xoact ia tbe fotloviaa 
iBMlitlie : Hardwea, llariceiiup, ILbaMCpnr, Cbnndpur, M^ aitiitiitgb, AmmioI; 
Baaiiiaai nod Daccn. 


lOUL lA irat B. P. Non*ptny Cottlrifiice vbii'b iMt at Larkiinv. nndfr the 
MOMcairbip of Kiinnar t!fir nobataj Biiigb, liMcd a rreofuihni celliiiie ui^ui 
M Britiab Goftcaamit to aiabc aa uncfiuiYorel deebaation Uiat India vaukl 
baft tbe OMM ftccdoM and copaliiy of ataioa aa UmbI Britain and tbe 
HoMlalaaa after tbe ver. 


Mr. C. 1UiigjO|.alei‘bari, addfraMi»fi; the lav fiarletf at the Larkiiov 
UalYMilii Blade aa ai*pral to atudeata to vovk far OMaaiaaal concord. 


Mib. Bit EOcfllcarY the Vimoj aiadt a fatfral appeal for poUthal 
aaitf bi ladia ia uie faiv of tbr i omairm datger. ohen be addreaafd tin* 
aaaval MCtlinp of il.c AMWKiatrd CbaaiUr of CnaiBitrcc in Cab’UtCa^ 
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Lord Linliibfioir refernd to th« TaliiabU went bciofe done bj bii amndid 
Executive Council end laid thet it wm e body of greet euibority end greet 
dietindionf reprecentiug eidc ex|icricnce« fM)ti(icel end ednleiatnitiTc. — 
Hie Excellency added : **1 can hoiw thei we may yet eee tbe dej when la 
tlie i*rovincet which ere etill without e minittcriai gOTenimcnt. we ahell aee 
III power govemmenu eet on the winning of the war and ready to nee the 
Uunenie power and opportnnltiea at their diapoiel.** 

At the winter leecion of the Hjfore Legialative Council, an adjonmnieBt 
niotioii tabled by Hr. *1*. Itariyappe (leader of the Cooereca Party) wee diecoMd. 
The motion related to tbe adjournmeiit of the Houae to diaeoee a matter 
of uriieiit public imfiortauce, vix, the labour aituation at the Hyaore Iron and 
Eted Worka, Biiadravati, and the prohibitory and externment order promulgated 
in that connection. 

tUr 'i’ei Bahadur Bapni iu a meaaage to tbe Kon-Party Provincial Politleal 
Conference held at Lucknow, aaid : *‘Xt cannot ht agreeable to any one of ne 
to iUiik that in tlie year li)42, we ifiud ounelvea relegated to the poeitioii 
whkh we occupied aame Afty or elxty yean .ego." 


leih. A Government tionee (Bengal) Communiqiie elated: *Tt ia unnonnoad 
that Hia Excellency the Govenior, after 'coiiaultatum with tbe Chief Mlniater, 
hae been pleaecd to epi^nt Mr. Eautoib l&umnr Baa \ ii.L.a., Khan Babadnr 
M. Ab«hil Eaeim MX.G.. Mr. P. K. Baneijce, Klmn Babadnr ML Hnahram 

All Ebmi, ii«i^ A.« Mr. Ebamnddtn Ahmed. miL.AH and 'Mr. Uimndcn Math 
Bximnn it.ii.A., to be memben of the (huitiull jif Minieters.** 


Her Excellency the Mardiionces of lAiUttligww st « meeting ct the T. W. 
C A.. Calcutta, made an ap|wal to women to do their ntmoet to muee amey to 
enable the V. W. C. A. to cany an thotrwoiik. 

The standing finance Committee of Gie -OentTail Iteglalatbe A«enfbiy n ppp o eed 
•nipoeali for the eontinnanee of gmiite-m-wid for tlie devdopmcnl of Be 
hendloom indtwtry and collage and mnatl acafe wndtlen hiduatriea. 

fiir Ardedwr fhilal. preaiding over the iiiiith enncini fenernl meeting ef the 
Emptejera* Eisderation of India, in Calcutta, wrgea •that e wetLlhonf^ out 
long raniuB Hon Of iiiduatrial devclofonent al the emuitiy Jonet bo .tikea in 
hand to thaa no tntnre emeisoiicy midht And them Mfn^nnd. 


Mr. li. E. Aniery, Secretary Of iMate lor India, ageakw at eloneheDn fieen 
to the Orcineaa Jawgue to the 4*fGcrra of fie Indian EighJifig Eoroii, eaM : 
**Tle fact, namely, that India today ia fighting eaat ined meat for her own 
immediate defence, ia one great diflVreniW between her fertidomtieB ha fUe nod 
in any other prevloiia imiiertal war.** 

lyih. In the Bengal iegialative Aaocmhly, ihr only bneinwi tnmnartfd Wing IW 
anaweiing of • abort notice qneeiion by the Maalem Uagne Party ■Anting 4o 
the detention of Mr. ittaiat Chmtdm Buee. 

At n meeting ef the Committee of tW All-Indie EewoieM Elhem* OpeWenet 
In Calcttttn, anedliitlone (convening the Mcweieier Itaeia India wem edopiii. 


_ Mr. M. A. Aary« ilvcraiee Member. Vkaroyh Eiecnlire Cennett. In o 
•pecch in B emh ay , nmile am n|i|icnl ie the vaiimni yeHiknl fertlea in the 
countiy. pnrticninHT Congreta which had hen in pew in eg 
ilD eonaidcr the pelitnM niinathm in nil ile ettmetn end cmee Ie am i 
and define their nttHudgeowaida the war. 


IWit Jawherlnl Nahrw. oddccaaing n aaei meeting in flemhny, paid e 
tdhnte to the harolc raaiaianio at Chino, BemW Briiolii and Amcrlee ttPBM 
oggreailoii. IVdlt Kcbrn inferred to the war and mdd Ihnt il wae e metier 
el gicnt eonow Ie w ittwae eo mtt«*h uf anUittl hH lened. AM Mm aetienn 
hi Be world to-dei worn caat In an oienn ne it won and they wmn 
le link or iwim ne they ehm. Only eonmee aed MnldMmWdMm wW am 
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Mr. X. SrinivMMB, FMideut of Ute Standing Comnittcn of the All-India 
Ne«epa|ier Editon* Confemee iu Calcutta, made an appeal for a *'geetttre 
which will pfofide the peyebological back ground for getunjg Qovemment and 
the penile logdher in a eommon endeavour to serve and safeguard the beet 
intceeeta ef the country.” 

The loDoiring Communkine was iaaued by the Secretary to His Eaeellenov the 
Oovemecef Assam. **On his retnni tnm tour on Deoember 15, the lei*er which Sir 
Muhammad Saadulla, Prime Minister of Assam, who sobmitted his resignation, and 
that of his whole isabinet, was placed before the Governor* and His Ksoelleney had 
an interview with Sir Muhammad on the same day. On his advice the Governor 
has requested Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi to come for an interview and this will 
shortly take pleoe. Meanwhile the Assam Ministry are carrying on their dutieo 
nnUI other amagements have been made. There is one esception to this 
and that is that ue hon. Mr. Rohini Kumar Obanduri, who placed hla 
rengnation ae en individual Minister in the hands of the Prime Minister on 
December 9 lastt ie no longer a member of the cabinet His resignation has 
been aeeepled by His Ezeellaney.'* 

Itth. Manlana Abul Kalam Asad addressing a mass meeting in Bombay, said : 
**The issue before the Oongress today is not of violence versus non-violence. 
The main obstacle is the British Government's attitude towards India : unisss 
that attitnde is changed there can be no change in our attitude.” 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, Mr. A. K. Fsslul Huq, in reply to a 
question by Mr. Nnr Ahmed (Moslem League) made a statement on the 
eituation created in Calcutta following the announcement that the city was 
abont to be declared an emergency area. 

In the Bind Assembly, Khan Bahadur Allah Bus, the Premier, made an 
important statement concerning the constitutional implications of the exercise 
cd special powers by the Governor In the day to day administration of 
Government. 

tith. Kumar Qanganand Sinha, ii.L.c.. President of the Bihar Provincial Hindu 
Bsbha and Ghairman of the Reception Committee of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha session was directed by the Buperintendent of Police, Darbbangs, 
not to proceed to Bhagalpnr. 

Mr. V. D. Bavarkar, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha instructed 
the workers at Bbagalpur, not to interfere with the authorities or precipitate any 
action before the date fixed for the commencement of the session i.r. 
December 24. 

Pandit Jswhsrlal Nehru, in a statement to the "Ncicv Chronicle'' London said : 
'The first essential is the rccognitiofi of Indian independence, and the con- 
signment to the dustbin of the infamous August declaration and all other 
similar declarations of the British Government/’ 

list. Mr. M. 8. Auey, Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, in unveiling 
the bust of the late Lokamanva Tilak at Poona, said : ’’The late Ix>kamauya 
Tilak held definite principles in politics, 'ihey had a definite objective, ne 
stood for absolute l^mocracy by which he meant a Government of the people, 
by the people. His model was a parliamentary constitution where the 
Government would be respousihle to the people, aud not a Government of a 
particular class or party.” 

Dr. Pattsbbi Bilbsrsmayya, in an interview in Bombay, said : ”No deadlock 
can be solved by each party sticking to its position. 

22Bd. Mr. V. D. Bavarkar, President-elect of th.e Bbagalpur session of the 
All-India Hindu Mahasabha, left Bombay for Bbagalpur. He was accompanied 
by over 400 delegates and volunteers from Bombay and Poona. 

28id. Maultna Abul Kalam Asad, President and twelve members of the Congress 
Worktog Committee assembled at Bwaraj Ashram, Bardoli. 

The Ofiaaa Congrrso Assembly Party was insinicted to attend the Assembly 
a c s ii o n in January 19|2 and oppoae the Parlskimedi Ministry. 

The Oongiase Working Committee deliberated lor nearly nine hours on lha 
poliUcal ilMMtion la India. 
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Pandit BLartth Misra, General Secretary of tbe Bihar Provincial Hindu 
Babba waa ar rented for al levied breach of peace.- Mr. Batjanarayan I’raaad, 
Secretary of the Recc|tion Committee waa taken into ciiatody under tbe 
Defence of India Rtilea. 

Mr. V. I). Bavarkar, Preaident of the Iliiidn Mahaaabba, Mr. N. C. Cbatterjce 
and Dr. B. B. Mooiiie were arrcated. About a hundred delcftatea aa well aa 
workera of the Hindu Mabaaabha were arrrated at Bbagalpur. 

24t1i. Mr. V. 1). Bavarkar, Preaident of the Hindu Mahaaabba, in bia preaideniial 
addrcaa to the Uhn):al|nir acaatoii of the Hindu Mabaaabha, aaid : **MilitaiiBaiion 
and induHtriidiatiiion of our Hindu nation oii};ht to be tbe first two immediate 
objectives whlrh wc must pursue and secure to the brat of our power, if we 
want t.) iitiliHc tlio war situation in tlie world aa iffectively aa poiible, to defend 
the Htiidu iiiteicsts.'* 

Mr. M. A. .liiinnh, in a alatement to the New$ Chrcmicle, London, aaid : 
*1 want t)i(! British public and atateemen to tinderataiid that the aland of 
tlie MiiHlim Leautie is vitally diiToreni from that of the Conjrreaa and other 
Hindu ori^iiiiixniinns. 1 want the British Government not to force Muslim 
India to (ill Itidian jails to convince them or demonstrate that Pakistan ia 

now our sa<‘rid crml, an article of faith and any declaration by Uie Brili^ 
(l(»vernnicnt or Prime Miniater which will in any way militate against it, 
Muslim India will resist with all the power it can command.** 

i)r. Sltyania I'rasad Miikherjce, Bengal Miniater and Working President, 
All-India Hindu Mahasahha issued a statement announcing his decision to go 
to Bhagalpur to attend the annual aesHton of the Mahasahha. 

Mr. Batxamurti at a meeting in Madras, emphasised the need for a 

reorientation of Congress policy. He had become convinced, he aaid, that at 
the earnest posBil)lc moment a national Government should function at tbe centre 
liid popular Uovei ament in the provinces. 

2Sth. Dr. Bbyams Prasad Miiklicrjre was detained at Colgong. Mr. Padam Raj 

Jain WAS arrested. Dr. Mukhei jee was served with an order under Hec. 2u 
Bub. sec. (l)c of tlie Defence of India Rules prohibiting bis entry into 
Bbagalnur. 

'rbc Congress Working Committee accepted the Nagpur Provincial Congress 
Committee’s invitation to bold the next meeting of the All-ludia Congress 
Committee at Wardha. Mahatma Gandhi attended the aesaion. 

Following the Goveriiinent’s dectstoii to repatriate detenues in Deoli. to their 
own home provinces, six dctciuics from Bombay province were brought to 

Bombay and sent to Yerwada Jail. 

By a proclamation His Excellency tlie Governor of Assam auspended the 
constitution in As^am and look n))Oii himself the administration of the province 
under sec. of the Government of India Act, IfUj. 


2Clb. The Governmrnt of Madras, in a Press Note, warned merchaiita and olliers 
against profitceiiiig and advised the retailers to conform to **fair'* pthes fixed 
by the Press Advisory (\mi mil tecs, list they should force the Goveniment to 
take drastic control measures. 

Bir Mannisiha Nath Mtikberji, Preaident of tbe Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Maliasabba, interviewed the Viceroy in Calcutta for almut half an hour and 
disciisaed with him matters relating (o the Bhagalpur eeaaton of the All-India 
Hindu Mahasahha. Hiw Excellency found no substantial grouiida for interference 
in a matter which **wAa essentially a provincial one.” 


Mr. Jiiiiioh ill his rrcaidenlial address to the fifth aeaeion of the All-India 
Moslem Btiideiits* Feaeraiion at Nagpur, criticized the attitude adopted by tbe 
Ibntesa and the Hindu Mahasahha. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Matilatia Abiil Kalam Atad and other Congreea 
leaders addressed a public meeting at Bardoli and spoke on tbe poiitkal 


sitnatioii. 

Tbe twenty-third annual seaaion of the National LifaerM^ Federation of India 
commenced at Mylapore, Madraa. Bir Biioy Praead Bi ng b Boy, ei-lilBieteg 
of Bengal preeided. Bir Bijoy in bte presidential addim saM : **Tlus ia nol the time 
to bargain on the doctrinal plane, aldiough we should not stop Impresslag tbe 
British Govsriimcnt that for Inner utiliiation of the willing co-operation of 
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India tlie ■eliling of poliiical actouiit is iirvent. An realiftr, we i annot remain 
iiiditfeieut to. ibe neeu for < OH>i)erattoii in war effuria.’* 

27lb. Mahatma Gandhi a at augment a«ki«i}: the Bihnr Government to lift 

the ban on the Hiiidii Mnhahahha and the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. M. R. Jayakar 
conilemned* the action of the Bihar tvuvcriimciit ai^aiiial the Hindu Mahasabha 
and appealcflto 11. K. the Vi<*croy to intervene. 

A rfioltitloti coiiflemnhi}? Uie ai tion of the Uihar Government in banniiiK 
the Hind'll Mahaaaiiha apaMiou ai ltlia)ial|.ur waa aclo)>ted at Uie aeaaiun 
of the National Liljeral Fcd«ratioii.--Two other rcaoliitioiia were paeacd, one 
londcrnittiiK the rakiatan vobeme and the other the ae|>arate elci'toratea. 

'I’he Workint; Committee of the AII-Tii«Ka Miialiin liCAfrue panned a reeoliition 
at Na;;i>iir statiii)' that ‘ ia view of the fai't that the entry of Jaiwii ia the 
waa on the t^ide of the Axia Fowere haa broiiKht daii;:or niin h t'loKrr to India, 
and haa forced into greater pronuneinc the (piciftion of t!ie dt'fcnre of India, 
the Working Committee conaidcr it ne^-.'^aeary to riitrrata that the Miialim 
l.ea;£uc from the very bet* inning expicaaed ilieir niiliiii^iivtia to aharc the 
rcatamaihiliiy of the def*en‘ e of the country.*’ 

2etfi. At the raeetin^' of the National liberal Fe«lcra:ion in Mailraa. .^ir Chiniaiilal 
Selalvad moved a rcnoliitioa relaiii^ to the mir. It inn na follona ••'rim 
National lilicral Federation of India feila thni the war ot ni.s.ici'aioH started 
by Nazi tierinaiiv, Hiipporiod by Faariat Italy and Imivjiul .l,i«-nn baa proviil 
to be a ^rcat nirnace to the frctaloni. puii'c nud itanipuiiiiy of the wintd. 
The Federation i* of the a)iinion that ilu* fon-ra of pio^-icaa aiui juati. c in thiH 
couflict are reiweaenicd by tUc Allied Tower, b as (inat Antcii n. 

Soviet Kuaata and China. 

‘The Federation feels that the presrnt Fsr Taiat War NiniHtioti haa bronchi 
India into the front line of the contli. t and thcrcfi»re, liotli L*> tin* Goveriinieiit 
and the fieople to view the aituation iTalisiically and to iinild)i/i* the rfHoiirrcH 
of the country in men and material to tirotcct the Inca of India's leeininr: niillioim, 
from tim imminent dnrmer which thrcalena the ronnirv. At the same tiini*, 
it feda that the iinti.y betu'een the GovciiiiiiMit and the people riffniied (or 
the nccemary effort will not be iioanible nnlcaa a new pHy« hoh^teal atmosphere 
ia created 'jy a change in the iKility of Ilia Mupaiy'H tiovernniciil towarda 
India, which ia urgently called lor." 

29th. l*hc CongreM Working Committee at llardidi ariivnl at tmtaiivr t-oncInaionN 
regarding the political aiuiation and on the qucHtion uf (be fiiltiie | oln y 
and programme of the Congrem. 

Mr. Vijaylakahmi Taiulit presiding at the niinnal acasion of the Alblndia 
Women*! Conference at Coranada. said: "Wuairn'a urgani/Niiona nboiild 
throw all their weight in favour of world disarmament and leacdiilly lalioiir 
for the calabliabroent ^ a piater fiolttical and economic order." 

Mr. .'!iarat Chandra Roic, m.l.a., fHcngal) was taken to 'J>ii;]iiii|H>ly from 
Madras. 

20lh. The Congress Working Comroillee which eoneliidcil its aeasitin at Tlardoli, 
passed a reaolnlion relieving Mahatma Gandhi of his Icadcraliip of the CongreitH. 
Another resolution reiterated the Congress demand fot indctienflrioT and restsii*<j 
the Congress position and attitude in regard to the war. The rcHoliititNi stateil 
inttrnlia : ' \Vhile there haa lieen no change in the British policy towards 
India, the Working Committee nwist. nevertheless, take into eonaideration the 
new world situation that has arisen by the development of the war into a 
world conflict and its approteli to linUa.” 

Dr. Ralidaa Nag of the Calcutta rniveraity, who was arreatcil on Dercmber 0 
under ike Defence of India Ktilca was rilestcd.* Dr. Ni^ was arrested following 
the Japanese declaration of war on flritain. 

31 al. The fiovrrnrornt of India decided to retlucf the conanmt^ion of petrol hy 
the civil fiopnlatiuii to f*//;. of the lOMi i«ifab 

Inaugurating the t^ilver Jiiliifee mssion af the Indian Economic C*onferencc 
and the fourth aeaaum of the Imlian rulifieal Sienee rmiferrnce at Rmlmy. 
Sir Tiirnebothamdai Tliakitnlas said : “The iiaee of Inditatrial fToditcton in 
India since the war broke out should be regarded more as a matter for 
admiration than for criticism.’* 
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At tlM Snd day*! tUtiog of Um All-Indio Wamn^ ConlenM al M 
n iwdliitioii on ei?il libtrtioi «ia pnand, 

Fmaidlttg Of«r tbo 25Ch, ooHion cS.lho Indlnn Eeononie OonteMtnl 
Mf. 1. P. Illyogl. Uoiftiaity ProfMor of Beoaottioi. Onlenttn. ttmi^ 
wai not tho aloilnff of InforaiuitloQ that wm falnable In tha atodj of B 
hot tho tialaing m tha mind. Emphairiaing tha Talna of oo-opattiion 
Aaadomia Boonomiala and Indoalfldllata and Flnanalaia ha iannet 
aa t ab M ahmant of Piofinolal Inatttataa of Boonomle B aaa af ch, 



India in Home Polity 

1 n t r o d tt c t i o B 

For two years and more the pnblie man and the publicist in India 
have lieen reacting to the war in Europe, in North Africa, with a certain 
amount of detachment. Tliey have known that the success or failure 
of Germany in Bnssia will create conditions of unsettlomont in their own 
^ lives, in tho life of their neighbours, just as the success or 

n Afrto "Sttics fftilura of Germany during 1914-18 had threatened to 

Isr away from us ^<^ve far-reaching offeots in the world's life. But 

tho war in Europe, In North Africa, was far away during 
almost the whole period of July — December, 1911 — the developments of 
which would form the subject of study in tho present volume of the 
jHtUan Annwtl And people in many a country in Asia and in 

the Americas could afford to be a little complacent with regani to Russia's 
heroic fight, contenting thorasolvos with tlio expression of good wishes for 
tho Soviet Republic. In our immediate ncighliourhood towards tho east, 
for four years and more. China has lioen roinaining imhroken in spirit 
amidst all tho attacks and torrorixations of Jaimn's elliciont army, navy 
and air force. During those years wo have lioen able to maintain ah 
equable temper in spite of our detestation of tho ways of war praotisocl by 
tho soldiery of tho island empire of the Pacific. Wo have discussed oven 
in those pages the movements of tho expanding forces of Japan that in 
the fulness of time would bo challenging tho supremacy of the "ostahlishod 
master races" in this region of the oartli. Wo did this in the cold light 
of historic developments ; we had no reason to take sides ; wo rather 
enjoyed watching this comiiotition betsvoen tho now and the old imixirialisms 
out of which honest men might come by their own. 

But on tho 7tb of DocoinlKir, 1941, oceuivod an event which shook 
and disturbed tlio complacence of India, of tho United States of America, 
of AuKtralia, and confounded tho windom of tho ruling classes of Britain 
which for a century has liccn tho dictator of conduct in tliis part of 
tiio Pacific. For about six months since Japanese forces moved into 
Indo-Chtna, were silowod to do so by tho “Vicliy" Administration of 
Franco, tho U. S. A., tho Netherlands East Indies, Australia, and 

TIm shsek of DSC- British ixiasossions in tho mid-west Pacific, had 

ciiikcr7.if4t-oiHl 1x)on preparing thomsolvos to moot Japan's 
whoi wMi Inns- southward expansion. Qn tho 2tth of July, 1941, 
Slotsly fcefors negotiations (or tho eondusion of an ogreomont bet- 
wi>on Japan and “Vichy Franco" for tho “Joint Defoneo of Indo- 
Uhitm" started and were concluded on tho satiio day. Tho agreomoht 
was signed by Major-Ooneml Sumita, IIo:ul of tlio Jai>aiiosn Military 
Mission and Vice-Admiral Docroux, Governor General of Indo-Cliina. 
On July *28, .laiHincsu forces Itogan disembarking in soutborn Iiido- 
China, and occupying eight air liases at Saigon, at Siemreap near 
Angkor tit tlm new Tliai border, at Nab Trang just north of Cam* 

i*anh Bay. Totirnnno in tlio middle of tho Anriainito coast line, at 

Bien fbia near Sai^vm, Soe Trang at tJio mouth of tho Mekong, at 
Kumptnigiong near the great lake of CamlKHlia, and at Pnom Penh, 
7 
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the oopiUl of Cambodia. The Allied nations have denonnoed this 
*^lehy** etep at a **eell-out in the Paeifio.*’ The ‘^leader** in the daily 
newspaper. La VolonJte Itulo-Chinoile, dated the 35th July, addneed 
arguments in favour of this stop. Published from Indb-Ohina's 
capital the paper opined that the step did not affect ’'French 
authority in Indo-China", stated that it was "only temporary**, that 
the local Fmoh authorities had hardly any say in the matter ; 
it was "reached direct between Vichy and Tokyo*' and accepted with 
a view to saving the colony from being a battle-ground ; the paiwr 
confesiied, however, that the concessions "may appear momentarily 
painful.*' The article recognized at the same tiinj that the geographi- 
cal position of Indo-China has made it the first victim to "Japan's 
soutWn expansion" which could not be oontiuued from "such distant 
bases as Hainan, Formosa, occupied China, or Japan. 

The Allied Powers understood the significanee of this step as 
a throat to their possessions ; the Hanoi pipjr also hinted openly at 
"action against Singapore and Netherlands East 
■iiroHlon^^of Indies." A look at the map enables one to see and 

Ss^lss understand that the naval bases at Cam-ranh Bay 

and Saigon and the air bases in southern Indo- 
China are far nearer Burma. Malaya and Borneo than the former 
Japanese southern-most bases in Tonkin and Hainan island ; the 
flying distance from Saigon to Singaporo is 600 miles, to north 
Borneo 750 miles, to Bangoon 900 mUes. On the 28th of July these 
bases went under Japanese control and possossion, and tboir posses- 
sion enabled Japan to launch the attack on British and U. 8. and 
Dutch possessions on the 7th of December. Just as the Busso-Gorman 
Pact on August 22, 1939 had started the war in Europe a week 
after, on the first day of September, so the "Vichy Jap" agreement — 
"Joint Defence of Indo-China", made on 2Uh July, 1941, started the 
war in Asia seventeen woeks later« in t)m first week of December. 
The world does not know what the Soviet's reasons wore for 
that fatal step. The *Vichy' arguments aro more 'ro.alistic.' The 
'Vichy Nows Agency' broadcasted certain of tiioso on July 24. In 
August, 1940, "Vichy Franco" had recognized "Japan's special rights 
as guardian of order in eastern Asia." On the present occasion 
pnideniial oonsidorations dictated the acceptance of Japan's demands. 
Those wore two— "Vichy Franco" had "very insufficient means 
in Indd-Chioa to assure clofonoe of that territory* ; this weakuass 
and insuffioionoy of moans eg defenoo wore duo to German pressure 
on "Vichy". *Tho "Armistice Doivirtment" of *• Vichy Ministry" in 
•uooossivo instructions to General IJontz in Syria informed him that 
“the German Armistice Commission has inforinod us of its final decision 

to forbid all re-inforcomonts to Indo-China " Tliero wore also "foreign 

threats" diroetod against this particular territory dotoctud and "de- 
nounood by Tokyo." beoanss it could bo used as a base of operations 
against Japan's far-flung lines in China and its coast. The Govern- 
ment of the United States oomdemnod more in sorrow than in anger 
this "Viehy** surrender in a statoroent made hy the Assistant 8e^ 
lary of State (for Foreign Affairs), Sumner Wells. It called attention 
to Japan's oonosm expressed in June, 1940, over any developmenle 
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thi4 i&i^ dutaA^ "tim status quo at the NeiherUnd Indies." and its 
deem UmI * *en a diti oiie of dislnrl^oe should not spread to the region 
of the PlaoiflG.** .The . pr ese n t Japanese step can only be understood 
ae a ilep tom§gds the “further and more obvious movements of 
o ong n es* in the adjacent territories.'* Chinese circles who ought to 
know ae they have had lor four years taken the measure of Japanese 
taeties , iasned a waning from their war-time oapitil. Chungking, that the 
Japanese loroes were now poised for a push towards Thailand and 
Burma, “thus threatening to take Singapore from the rear." How 
propbalie this warning was 1 


It may be well asked — why did not the interested Powers listen 
to this wamingt take steps to forestal the Japanese move just as 
Britain and the United States had by occupying Iceland 
The geBMsnMiee diaregarding the captive Danish ‘Government, as Bussia 
wweastreaiy Britain did occupy Iran and drove away Besa 

Shah Pelhavi from the throne of that country ? The 
experienoes of the war even in December. 1941, during the twenty 
five days of December, proved that they were unready, that they 
could not spare forces and equipments, new ships and aeroplanes for 
the new front, taken up as they were with German threats to 
Bussia's nerve centres, to Iraq, Iran and India through a pincer 
movement from the Caucasus and Egypt. Owing to the same 
canoes they showed an ‘appeasing mo^" to Japan. President 
Booeevelt speaking on July 25, 1941 to members of the Volunteer 
Participation Committee of the Oflico of Civil Defence, discussed the 
reasons that had infinenced bis Administration to allow oil to Japan. 
There was a “method" in lotting this oil go to that country. It was 
done with the hope— and it had worked for “two yoar8"'"’of keeping war 
out of the aoutbem Pacific. This “method" 

*eis for oar good, for the good of the defence of nriuin and the freedom 

of the seas we had to help to get AuatraliHii surplus meat, wheat and corn lor 

England. It vaa noat ciasiitial tor our selfish vicw-|ioint of defence to prevciii 
war licm breeking out at our door there.” 


The 

happened 


Preeidant was as frank in describing what would have 
if they had not “apfieascd" Japan in this manner. If 
“American oils" had Lieen cut off from Japan, she 
would “probably have gone down to the Dutch East Indies 
a year ago, and you would have had war." The 
Britieh, who had greater stake in the area and who 
oonU not think of an^lhiog else than the Hitler threat to their 
ieluid home in north-east Atlantic, were as accommodating, though 
Air Marshal Bir Bohert Popham-Brooke, Commandcr-in-Chiof of the 
British forcee in the Pacific area, might be boldly declaring in thoee 
July days : “We were fully prepared come what * may." The I/ews 
Cklromcle of Loudon wae a better witness of the state of things. 
Writing on July 24, it eaid : 


.lew stfa w s BriUth evoldenes of provocalion bu gone so far ee to eeslst 

Jepea la her aggresoioa. Even to-dey Bntoin is allowing pari of hw own seaaly 
atorse of alamlBinsB ore to go to Jaimn, jnst as, on the eve of the Iteronm wer, 
Brilala ellovcd Nesi Uermeny to stock her war cheat with new materiela.'* 
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Thit may be ealled ^economic appeasement In the arts of 
peaoe also Japan was dependent on outside soorees far the needs of 
Is pease A war Tolnme d the Annual 

Japan wM deem* Register shown how dependent Japan was. We bare 
ieBteBe|rtal4e seen another estimate which rerealsd that the British 
Emi:nre controlled more than 90 per eent of the raw 
materials which Jai)ah bouijht ; the U. S. A., inelnding Hawaii and 

the Phillippincs, about 32 per cent ; ChiDa» exdndtng llaochnria, 5‘6 

per cent ; Holland, including her possessions in the East Indies, 4*27 
per cent ; France, including Indo-China 1*45 per cent. This depend- 
ence has boon galling to the sensitive Japanese, and since the)' 
opened their eyes on the significance of modem economic and financial 
imperialism, of '^eapitallst imperialism*', more than seventy years back, 
they have been striving to break this strangle-hold. 

One of the makers of modern Japan, the late Maninis Ito, 
indicated for the world, in about 1900, when Japan had joM begun 
to stir her wings for the im|Hirialislic flight, the lines 
An old droam of his country's necessities and the way of nioeting 

coming to bo tmo these. Speaking to members of the leading industrialist 

organisation of his country, he said : 

*1 look to Chinn nc the field which our biioineto enterprise obonld as|nre to 
horrest. Oergrsphy hsa decreed tliat Ja|>an shall be a coninicnial nation. We 
cross a ribbon of a aca and tread a vast empire, houiidltwa in extent, iu hidden 
treaftiirea intact, Its niitliona and niilliona of people ready to absorb the prodneo 
of world and yet want more It is in China that the merchants and manufac- 

turers of the world will fi^ht their future battles for commercial aapremaej. 
t^hould we— should the nierchaiits and manufactures of this countrj’—fail to plant, 
to root themselves in the soil of China liefora the field is usurped by their rivals, 
not only will a death-blow be strtirk at our trade and eomroerce, but our national 
exisleiiec itself may lie meiiaecd.” QuoU'd in **Japan^ Aspects and Xlcifintea*'— by 
IK. Petrie Wutson, (IfHtS), 

^hoso who aro aware that the horder line between economics 
and politics has boon erased in tho modern world, that ** the fight for 
raw mati*rials plays tho most important part in 
politics”, to quoto Dr Hjiilmar Schacht, Pnsidsot of 
*ilsathgrlp ^(>0 German Reichbank, will find in the words of 

klarquis llo the history of tho evolution that has 
led to tho life-and-dcath-8tri:gglu between China and Japan, between 
Japan and tho Allied Towers. It is this light for raw materials 
and markets that is ono of tho coutriluiting causes of the present 
war in tho Taoifie. ' There liavo been other intiuenccs, pci*8onal and 
im|KU*8onal, malcriul and non-material, that have been working to 
build the forces antf rcsonrccs of .lapan for tho supreme tost that 
has coino into her life, that h.as caught her in its cruol grasp. In 
previous volumes of tho Atnmai Jtei/isfer, aiK'cially tluMe of 1938, 
19*10 and Vol. 1 of 1911, wo have attempted to trace their rise and 
growth. In tho pn^sont vulumo wo propose to contiuo our attention 
to the economic ilcvolopmeuta that have siiico tho licginning of the 
Moiji era, 1808, been slowly but surely making .lapan into one 
of tho Great Tow'ers of the world, caimhlo of lieatiug Britain 
and tho United Slates of Aiitoriea in a war niul of maintaining bur 
victorious position fur inoro than six nioiitlis in 1942. As we send these 
p;igi s to the press (.luly, 191'J) wo find Britain losing Burmfi, Malaya 
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Mid Bonieot the United SUtes toeing the PliiBiphuieet Otmm and Wakeii 
tlie Doteh their Bast Indies l^iiire consisting of Java* Samalta* 
Borneo. Bali and the Celebes. The base of Singapore is lost ; the 
of Bengal almost as mil. And Japan rides tiio waves from Iforth FaeHie 
to the Indian Ocean, and from Sumatra to Ceylon. 

nie story of this startlii^ victory, and of its causes and eonscqtienees. 
will be engaging the attention of historians and sociologists for years 
to some. Some wiD trace it to Shitifo and the social 
and Individual virtues inculcated by it. The generally 
accepted meaning of this word is ancestor worship. 
Through various transformations it has reached its 
present form— -made up of **threo major okmonts— politics, religion and 
morality" ; it is '*the poeuliar religious patriotism of the Japanese iieoplo in 
glorifying their Emperor as the eentre cd tlio faith" ; it is '*a mighty political 
machine called upon to iemler service to the national life in the safeguard* 
ing of the eusting organisations of the State*' ; it is “always, inseparahly 
aadi intimately, the Japanese raoe : hence the reluctance of the Government 
to permit its dgssification ss a religion." There is a vast amount of 
sqrstieism behind* these, words,, as rcsiHXStablo as the m^-sticism in llinduism, 
and in BO way less inspiring than what Is found in Anglo^Saxonism, in 
Tmtonism and in Slavism. “Japan is a race of Gods and can do no 
wron g * The rest of the world is made up of barbarians nneV it is Jopan's 
right to rule the world.'* In the literature of every aspiring, nation and 
people mysticism such as these can bo easily found. It is neither any 
credfo nor any diseredit to Japan that her rulers should ha touching their 
people this ali^bet of imforialiim. Japan, a late corner into, ihtarnarional 
eoofficts and ooinpeiitions» does but follow the bad examplo shown by the 
modern Great Powers in their lefotioD wiUi China, with East Asia, with 
the non- white races and peoplee in Asia, in Africa, in- Oceania and' iir tbo 
Americas. It is this ezam^e that has supidied arjfuments to Japaneta 
ax^osionists in support of their various sc^mes qf * new order'* in eastern 
Asia, as a step towanls their extension over all .the lands wished by 
the Pacific and Clie Indian Oecans. Their propagandists have been saying : 

*Vprcsinua over Korea, Msaebarta and Uongolisi ae hare *pirkfd' Asiatics 
niimbcriNi; This wass is wbat conatitotas lbs eMCtiliai efenmU of 

Japan's military power and tho root and stsai of her tcenosiic stssiigihr*. 

Id a special issue of tho Japimoso Cabinet Information 
Bureau publication, Shuho, is made tho statement 
more authoritatively : 

*Ma|»ii mimt in any ease establish the Greater Esst Asia IDoc centering 
nlmat Jaism, Manditikno and China, and including the soothtrn i|iisneni. 7b ifo 
ibis it in neiHWNiry that we strengthen onr decision to tis op with the <*oiiiitrirs 
with whfirh wc should tie ap, and we should liy no weaiia Imr friritiwi with fhe 
tlld Order.**— 'Japan's New Order in the Pacific**— i*sci/fo AJhirs (Qm^rtertnjp 
Nem Yo^k, Junt, VJ4I, 

This is tho tiicture as it lias liocn taking shaiw Uirough “blood and iron" 
during the last seven months. It is necessary now to trace tho first 
••IT 1.1. n hncainonis during the years when the fotmclaiton of 

tho now State was l»oing laid after tlic al)ulition of the 
ami hy II Hlinguiiato in IHl'iH. The Feudal Ago during whidi the 
tho of Japan, were deiiiitmiil, was 

breaking down under its own weight of lualadiuhiaiiciii. Tlio “revoittiion" 
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WM inwely shift of powsr** belvaoD gnmpiof ihafitaancrm. Some 
took op tbs datiss of sdministatkm ; some went into huddog, industry, 
*hiffy^ oominsioe. retsining their grip on State power. They were 
only 10 or SO mr cent of the popolstion; the nest remained xnml end could 
only woric op a feeUe demand for rither the goods or the senriees** handled 
in ^e nrhan oentres like Osaka and Yokahsjna. The State has played the 
greatest part in organising and deseiopiiig snenala, chemical wiwl^ Iron and 
steel plants, cotton spinning, power loom weai^, silk filatures, ship hnikiii^, 
railways, paper mills, glass works, type casting, the mannfaotnre of safety 
matchM, coke gas, ete. It .imported foreign technicians and adriacce — as 
many as 500 and more — ^as^arly as 1875. It loaned mechanical equipment 
or capital to priyate cnterpieneurs or granted ontrighi large sub^ieehir 
mille and factories, for foundries and dockyards. ^Kokka no fame— 'for 
the State* — ^was the term used to Snoouxage industrialism.*’ Tins 
was, we are told in an artide in the Pacific Affairs, March, 1941, 
in pnnuanoo of the prindple of ifaknf at— *tbe State body corporate.** 
This development made it easy lor the political and military bureauarate 
to identify themselves with the feudal and patriarchal-minded hierarchs 
of business. The writer of the article illuotrates the naturalness of 
this development by quoting from the ‘‘Family Constitution’* of the 
**Honse of Mitsn" drawn up in 1772 by the third “Mitsn” and revised 
and brought up to date in 1900. 


Interpreters of these economic and industrial measuras in Japan 
have told us that *'the initial capital accumulation s for its rapid capitalist 
and imperialistic development” came out of territorial 
*1 !!S!b ” wtit ** 'oonquosts and handsome indemnities. One of theee 

ft ladeMltles estimated what Japan had got out of the Sino- Japanese 

war (1894 — ’95). 20,00,00J)00 taels — about 20 crores of 
rupees indemnity was forced on China, and the Manchu Court had to 
bomw 28,00,00,000 taels within forty months. An additional 3,00,00,000 
taels were paid to the Japanese to hasten their evacuation of southern 
Manchuria. Aocordiug to the general estimate at that time the total 
expenditure of the war on both sides was not very much more than 
ISflOJOOfiOO taels. In other words, as a consequence of the defeat in 
Ihia war, China was forced to pay 8,00,00,000 laels more than the 

total expenditure of both the combatant sides. This story, however, 

it not peculiar. Britain and Germany are the two outstanding examples 
in modem times of having made victories in wars the oomer-stones of 
their industrial development. To quote Dean Inge from his Outspoken 
Essays in support of this thesis : 

***1116 first impetus (to indnstrisl rerolntloB in Bcitein) wss given bv the 
plunder of Bengal whieh, after the victories of OHve, flowed inta the country In n 
crosMl streem for ebont thirty yeere. The ill-gottea weelth played the eame part in 
•timnlating Kngliah industriee as the *Afe milliaids* exlccted fmm Fnmoe did for 
Qermsiiy after 1870.** 


We have traced above the history ^ evolution of modem 
capitalism in Japan. We have seen thal' w predominantly mrel 
oharacter of thp oouutry*e mk doee not enable her 
h> mU amongst her own popb the piroduete of her 
nnhiilsiifw!l fi^riee. AeocNr£rig to Dr. Bhirori Naan 

the indebtedneii ci the people ieooloesal, the agrioul- 


turista faring the woret ; they era the majority of the people, tOie potential 
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buyers of indnsfariel prodaoto. *'Tho ioUl i^rieultiirsl daU rote tan 
750 million yen in 1911 to 4,600 million yen in 1929" when niqpniii- 
mately 30 per cent of all Japanese krmers were insolTent We ere 
further told that **the Tarious prioe, marketing, and agrionltnral control 
laws seem not to have liquidate agrienltoral indebtedness, but rather 
to have pressed the poverty-stricken peasant layers into a rigid pattern 
like that created by the German law...of eompnlsory entailment." This 
domestic economic stringency compels industrial Japan to seek and 
find markets for its products in other oountnes, in countries which 
have currencies other than the yen. 

This process has not not been found to bo a free one ; con- 
fronted by the ‘cheap goods" of Japan almost every country set up 
Tariff walls fa barriers. The on-set of the depression period 

froBi of *'slieap that started in 1929 made these more rigid and higher, 
goods’* from intensity and success of Japanese competition, 

4spaa threat to the industries of other countries was stoost 

formidable. The first World War had allowed Japan a free hand .to consolidate 
her position in Asiatic countries To illustrate. In 1929 India's cotton 
goods imports from Japan were SO per cent while Britain supplied 
66 per cent ; in 19S2 the tables have been completely turned — Japan 
sent to us 50 per cent of these while Britain came with 48 per 
cent. Then began the tariff war. In 1932 imi)ort duties on non- 
British cotton goods to India was raised from 81 per cent to 50 par 
cent, while British goods had to pay 25 per cent; 1938 the duty 
on Japanese cotton goods was rais^ to 75 per cent. In 1933 Egypt 
raised an extra duty of 35 per cent on Japanese cotton goods. The 
Straits Settlements and British Bast Africa followed suit, and 
Australia adopted anti-dumping laws against Jaiutn. This campaign 
created bitterness. And Japanese public men and ^blicists fought 
it with vigour ; the language of war was introduced into this econo- 
mic fight. In an article in Foreign Affairs ( Now Yerk Quarterly, 
April, 1934 ) entitled "Britain’s Trade War with Japan the injustice 
of this fight was sought to be emphasized by contrasting India's 
gain from trade with Japan as against that with Britain. It woe 
stated that during the 20 years from 1914 — '34 Japan had bought 
from India materials worth 260 crores ym more than she had sold 
to her while Britain had sold to India goods worth 230 crores yen 
more than she had bought of her : Japan had poured into India 13 
crores yen every year while Britain took away every year from India 
11 crores ysfu. 

This story of restrictions put on Japan's trade expansion ought 
to prepare us for the storm that we have been witnessing in the 
Pacific. As far back as 1934 Mr. Arnold Toynbee, 
UbwI^w^ greatest of the world's publicists, in an 

article entitM — The Next War-rEurope or Asia f 
discussed the problems raised by the dead set made 
against Japan. He pleaded for giving this "congested" nation with a 
nett increase of 9 lakhs of persons every year "breathing spaoe by 
re-opening the markets" of the English-speaking world. Otherwise, 
difficulty of "finding provision for them by the civilized means of 
expanding her exports and so increasing her power to purchase foreign 
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fooil-ftiufr* tvill ^To her to tho deeper^e lemedy adopted by all 
naiione placed in einiilar ebciniiatan c i a “to aeiae ad'diturnal territory 
from tlieir nctghl) 0 nrt by foroa** Thie baa been eaUed the kgic 
of circuinstancca ^'hich shotild be accepted *'colIeetiyely" by the 
£ii^irii*8)»cakin6 pooplee eontroHing and poeeeaeing as they do the 
major portion of the Pacific area. This reasoning appears to justify 
the many adventures in lugh poITties and imperialism that Japan has 
boen indnlging in since 1864. 


Many amongst British imperiafista were fonnd jnstxfying in 1933 
the Manchurian affair on this reasoning Imsed as it was, wo arc 

, told, on ’"fundamental reahties." The present Secretary 

laCfssB aSfid* Sthto for India, Mr. Aiuery, went much further. 

leylorJsMs * Speaking in the House of Commons when in 1983 

the Lytton Commission's Boiori was being discussed, 
he asked his fellow-members to beware of the dangerous position they 
would bo putting their empire if they condemned Japan. The words 
ars so illuminating that they desorvo full quotation. 

When yo i look at the fact that Japan ureda marketa and that it is iini^erattrs 
for her in tlio world in which vhe live*, that there idiould be soiae sort of i^fsce 
and order, llirii who it tliere aiaonatt n» to cast the ftral stone and to mt that 
Ja|Hin oii»tht not tc have acted with liie object of creating peace and order, in 
llaiichnrta and tIcfctHliiig heraclf agoinal the roiitiiitied aygrrafton of vigorotia 
Cliineae iialioiialiMm t iiiir whole poHcy in India, our whole policy in Egypt, 
aland condemneil if we condemn Japan.** 


This diiiloctio of imirorialism, this fellow-feeling for a fellow- 
Imporii^st, has not, however, continued long in their pristine vigour. 

For, w*o have not known of any instance of the ruling 
at*aSm* classos of Mr. Amory's country doing anything but 
fsptas# nmintainiog tlio in tho distribotion ^of the 

earth's surfoco and of its riches, however unjiut and 
unnatural the arrangement might he. If they had been as swootly reoson- 
ahlo or shown tltomsclvos ao in tho matter of concossions to Japan 
in their own territories as Mr. Amery asked tiiom to be at China's 
expense tho worhl would have boen spared the two World Wars to 
whicif wo have been witnesses. 

Since tho days of tho Anglo-Japanose Alliance (ltX>2) whieh preci- 
pitated the Biisso-fTapan War two years later, Japan has ^wn from 
strength to strength. This growth has stirred fears 
A MHIIs fsme In in hearts far and near. By lier conduct Japan appears 

Mdem pelltles to |iave lost casta oven with those who had bs* 

friondod lier in 1933 against drastic moasures in- 
rommendeil hy the Governroont of the United States. Her '*Chba 
Inekicnt" has entailed onspoakablo insnlts on British men ai^ women 
exposing a sido of Japanese charmotor verging on barbariem ; her 

oourihods of war in China iiavo sent a thrill of horror thiOnih 

civilMsd hiunanity. These horrors do not, however, appear to have 
moved the arbiti>rs of world iKAities to offeetive protest that would 
have halted tho inhumanity of the Japanese soldiery In the varioiii 
fiobls spread ovor Cliina. But when Japan moved into Indo-Chioa 
quietly and without shedding a drop of blood, the "‘demoemeiee'* 

ol the West raised a cry of the end of the world — a world, it is 

truo, in which they had for a century boen skimming ^ mmm 
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BMiiie fUEift» ita WMing Iram HingapniB lo AnalnJiaa’* io mote 4ka 

YorJuMn Ai^— (BritialiX Aa oeonpalioQ of hMos in TmAvtfikit^ 
ooold nol b«fo any oiber khaa ttia ofil p ar p o— iaipiiM lo ^-rinBin fkalMr 

dialiiriiiag lo ofMTF body ooooanad. alite lo ihe xdi^ ohm 

This dfttebaiioe would wpmd Iho war from tho gf 

China lo Iho idanda and anhipaUgoos id niid*Woil-Padfia tbo BEtUaii. 

•-It ntia ‘lai Govammont dUlaol 

wauled il ao well aa GUna. Iho 
at 4MBiHBfetoa fanner ai a alay lowaida Iho hlfilmonl of her i 

lion ; Ihe lallar haa bean praying far il far fow 
with a .riow lo dobal Ihia amhiliott wilh Ihe help of Bdlain' w 
the United Blatea. On Inly 6. IHh almoat on ihe ere of the inradon 
of Indochina, the Central DaUp New of Ohnngkiqg nmed that 
a tnnleiiBnoe of all the damoerado Fowera be held in Aaerioa **lo 
work ont military and eao n o m i e agraemento in Ihe fight 
Axia Powera/' The pmiKioea of Ihe oonfa^enoe ahoold betCO lo 
conidnde an 'ogreamenl cm nall^fconl eoH)pevalioii** among China, the 
U. S. An Britain and the Sodet Bepoblio againat the Axia ; (ii) lo work 
put a milita^ agreement and a ioint General Staff ; (iii) to formolale 
eeanomio oo*operation, indndiiig an aanhaigo againat the Axia aa well 
as tariff co-operation, and ealabliahing a Imk for financial 
and co-operation/* The fire moniha that intenrenad betwean this 
suggestion and the Japanese attack on Paarl Harbonr. Malaya, the 
Phimpinea and Singapore did Aot. howiyer. show any dispoailioa 
fa accept this heroic remedy ; the leading democracies appeared to he 
in a negotiating mood. And Washington became the venue of these 
negotiations where the U.' 8 A. Forngn Secretary Cordell Hull and 
the Japanese Ambassador Admiral Namora kept themselves •*ig^**< 
trying fa straighten ont the tangle. The difficulties of working out 
the Chinese suggestion were obvious. The Soviet Bepublic was engaged 
in a lifc-and-death struggle with tbd Axis Powers of Europe and 
their eatelUtes ; she had a Neutrility Pact with Japan which it would 
be imprudent to break before acoounts had been sc^ed with Germany, 
before Germany had been driven out of Bessie's soil. Bussia’s pre- 
occupation haa not eased since then, and thongh Japan has forged 
ahead with her offensive and gained startling snoeess in the main- 
land of Asia and the islands further south, Russia cannot afford to 
divert her energies fa this area or anywhere else. Britain could not 
spare men and materials from Europe and the Middle East. The 
United States were merely^ diddling with their function ae ''the 
arsenal of the dsmoctaoies.*' These difficnlties left no choice but 
negotiations. And the strangling of imports from the democracies 
fa Japan, and the mutual "fmzingl’ of assets. 

The details of these negotiations being saoxet. hints and gpaenla- 
tions from Washington and Tokyo kept the world informed of their 
M i grtl s tlwi lit -n a trends. We were told that before July the U. 8. A. 
tee DelM iiaiw anthorities had enggssted the neiteliaalioB of 

A Uem Indo-Chma end Thailand. Japaa*e "^veiled j 

of Lido-Ckfaa kiUed this sdreme. In 
0 
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mada— should withdraw from IndO'Cbina, and tho deuioeraciao 
would withdraw the ‘‘freesing" orders on JapiWf38e assets and 
lilt the '-embargoes on the moYement of essential raw materials 
to Japan. This was reported to have displeased China ; it was not 
aooeptable to Japan as well. From the side of Japan came two 
proposals— that the v^ing of Singapore, in the Phillippines, in tho 
Dutoh East Indies, and in Australia be halted. ; that the U. S. A. GoTcm- 
ment and people use their infinonce to achieve a Sino-Japanese 
settlement. These failed to accomplish results. In tho third week 

of October there was a change of Govornni: nt in Japan ; Prince 

Konoye resigned and Licutenant-Oenorol llifluki T»io bocania Premier 
and War Minister. Interpretations of this cluing.3 have been various. 
Some said that Ca1>inct resigoations in Japan have been frequently 
employed by the politicians to relieve' '^internal i)olitical' prossure" 

without telling us what particular internal (iiiliculty was solvtid by 
the resignation of the Konoye Ministry. A Washington despatch 

told us that this Minisfry was felt to have shown weakness in 
negotiations then being carried on Others told’ us that the 

change indicated tho possibility of Japan coming to the help of 

her Axis partners now that they appeared to ho on tho way to 
Moscow, and Russia ai)pcarod to lie lighting wHh hor hack to tho 
wall. Light was sought to be thrown on the new Premier s character 
and disposition ; HcuhT\s Far Kastern **oxport” told us that l»e wag 
'one of the most ardent leaders of tho Japmeso iinporialist aggressive 
party f^ngaporo '^exports" told us Lliat he wa.s "rtgarded as one 
of the firebrands in llio Japanese mditvry clique," and as ''having a 
profound dislike of foreigners" ; it was also roe.:Llfcd tliat it was he 

**who directed the Tientsin hlockado throe ago when Britons 

and otlior tureignors woru stri|»p'^<l ii.ikod, ami otLiciwise humiliated 
by tho Jaimjieso military in ChfUii." The h.id wrtilii'.ito given to 

Gonoral To]o did not, liowirvor, erupt into action irtmicdiaicly. 


For, about two wcokg lator, on thn ilU «>[ Novoiul>or, 1941, 
the' Japanese Informatiou Bureau announeo<i from Tokyo that Mr. 

bahuru Kunr}ia, formerly AmTnkssador to Germany, 
■mSiI (d being sont to Washii^gton as “Rpcfual advisor 

to Admrrsil Nuumra** to make a "final effort to break 
tho deadlock" that had hcHjii rrrached in tho nogotiar 
tinns ; it was "Tokyo's final diplomatic effort to loS'^en tho tension 
between tho two countries," opined the Dnntti Tan shin iolia — the 
AUioil Nows Agency — Uio Govcrniiiciil contnilh«l News .Ng.'iicy. Mr. 
Kurusu reached WuHtungton on about the i<^th NfkVfinhcr flying all 
tho way from Tokyo. At Manila bo m*t (hiiural MacArtliur, 
Ccnntnandor-in-Chiof of Uio American and forces in the 

Phillippines ; and in course of convursalion he is nqiarlixi to have said 
that the purikoso of bis iiiisbion was to k<H p Iho Gcnor.al idle. On 
his an*ival at tl>o caiutal of tho U. S. A., tlio Pross of the world 
liocauio busy with H|ieculaliun on tlie issitn-; that n^tpiirixl to lie 
resolved if imaco was to lie rcstorotl to Last Asia, if war was not to 


spread all over ibis arciu On the i7L)i Ntjvrmbur a I.iondon niossago 
Paid tliat Mr. Kurusu bad Ijcvu entrusted by Gouoral Tojo with 
"definite iiislruelieus" 
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imll • miMtioiw) political deal on the foll«rin|tlin«a : Japan is pnpand to 

to maintain pcM in tiic raciCc, not to invade ^uiirta Of Thai (Wam). il the 
UniiM Htaito undertake not to aiiniii; China with war materialat iilanca and money, 
lira Btirmft Rotil, now vital for China, ahnnld be ciniid, and nornud trade ndailona 
between the U. S. A. and Japan mnai be rcanmed/' 

In explanation it was said that thoso demands did ”in no way** 
infringe on American and Dritisli interosls in China ; and the 
- I assurance was forthcoming that Japan was prepa^ 
flrrrptm^ *'to guarantee and protect these interests." In place 

•Iter ot ^heso tiie U. B. A. Foreign Secretary, Mr. Cordell 

Hul], put forward the following ; (i) that Japan with* 
draw from the Axis ; (ii) gut out of China and French Indo-China ; (iii) 
renounce aggression ; (iv) ohsrrvo the princtplo of equal trade opportu- 
nity in tho Pacific. It was also rumoured at the time that 

* if Japan would pUy ball, the IT. S. would put up 1(\00, 00.000 dollars to 
help Jaimii to nwitch from a war to a pcn^c rrononiy ; that Japanese war supplica 
to KuHvia would k<'C|> Ja|*:iii*ii factortcH (7Y//4^. New York weekly). 

Tho ohviuus questious that suggested themselves even to 

American iournalists wore — can Japan who has spent a million lives 
in trsing to persuado Cluna into her **C 0 ‘ prosperity" 
‘'wlKdr^v ooSlic do this trick ; can any Japanese Government dare 

nap * ''withdraw on the map" and hope to function a day 

longer V Tht ro apiieared to l>o a tie-up here woven by 
destiny which men’s hands wore incapable o( handling properly, of un- 
ravelling successfully. For about half-a-ecntury dreamers of dreams and 
seers of vision in Ja)tan have iteen dreaining of the Hag of Dai Nippon — 
Great Japan — iluitoring over tho «.ouotiies far and near, their little island 
in the heart of tho Pacilic sending out new "lords of the human 
kind’* to rule tiio worKi and to sot u bettor example of State life. 
The hour for tho realizutian cJ such a dream has drawn near, and the 
democracies of tho \Vest., the pin vexorH of "cormpt materialistic ideas", 
want tho people of the 'Viviiio country in the Eastern seas" and 
"the senior nation of Asia"' to turn boi^k on this historic destiny, 

and miiiect them to do so ! Thus ran ilia angry comment in the 

Japanese Press. ^Vhilo tho "spcciul" mishionary of peace, Mr. Saburu 
Kurusu, was bu.sy willi talking ut Washington of the "moderate and 
virtuous" tiemaiuls of bis (Jovt rnraent. the head of that .Goveiomenl 
at Tokyo was declaring that "for tho honour and pride of mankind" 
the practice of tho U. S. A. and Britain must Ira "purged" from 

East Asia; the I'Wign Miuihttr of Japan, Mr. Shigenori Togo, was 

contemptuous of the U. S. A. trying to "forcibly apply to East 
Asiatic countries fautustic principles and rules not adapted to the 
actual situation/’ These threats and slighting references were uttered 
and made in the la:»t week of November. And on the 7th of 
December Japanese Lomhers wore hurtling through the air death and 
destruction over Anrarican and British territories.' 

We do not know difference over what |iariicular item or items 
of the compromise proposals led to failure d the negotiations. The 
Pwida»#BUI world cannot point out to what Mr. Corddl Hull 
cesOict hetweea or Mr. Sahura Kurusir could have said or done to 
ispsn ani eUeis^^ halt tho catastrophe. Whoever mode ooneesaion 
would have "lost face" before the woiid's galkry't presentation of 
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whidi — pntiiga — ^wm tbree-fonrtb oC the force that ioflaencee 

or dominaAei intematioiial affairs. We ha%*e a certain feeling that 
there is a fandamenUl conflict between the desires, ambitions and 
inteieiks of Japan and those of the democracies that hold today 
sway, ixfliticai and economic, over East Asia south of Siberia. 
Peo^ who have time to think of the varions elements of this 
aonfliet, to road of discussions on these, have almost come to accept 
these as true and as cruel as Nature's own processes. Many of 
these axe idealistic ; af many are materialistic, concerned with what 
is called bread and butter, daf and bliat. This amalgam, the driving 
loiee d! idealistic and materialistic dements, has been recognised 
by both native and foreign observers of the life of the Japanese 
people. Xnthrop Stoddard, one of the American interpreters of the 
eising temper of oolonr and race conflicts, has been quoted by Mr. 
PoiRiara Jinjiro in hie The Spirit of Japunvse Ittdustry^tk ‘‘doctrinal 
l^nrifleation of the Japaneee way**, the book has been called— to point 
to ttie moral of this devdopment. 

*1Pfia6Dtday Japan haa been ainng into action by the ihan^eat of life's 
iosttseta-diat of •slf^rrsasrvstaon. Koir» add lo (hie primeval iirne a burning 
lailii in ^leai Japan* and the perttltar esoelloiioe of Che Yamato Uaoe ; add to 
that again Suehido code glorifying aelf*aaoi4ftee and welromitig heroic death, 
sad SM can rediae the fleroe longing in JapMeae hearts to cut the Uordioii knot 
cl thdr dilBoiiltiei and hew out a great destiny with the Sammrai sword.*' 

Mr. Fnjihaxa Qinjiro was for SIS years Chief Executive of the 
Oji paper monopoly controllod by the Mitsui mtesests. And 
as In other countries, so in Japan, *‘the plans of the 
*'Blf BaaiaeM*'A modern world are made in the counting house" to 
Japeneae pdillee quote the words of Woodrow Wilson. Therefore do 
we And Japanese industrialists bdug influenced by 
pditios and influencing politics. This inter-connection is not secret ; 
it is there for all the world to see, and to understand. Japan's "Big 
Business" ie thus found never behind in financing every patriotic 
ebullition or adventure. In 1936 it decided to contribute a total of 
16,50,00,000 yen to the National Defence Fund. Amongst the con- 
tributors are the Miteui, the Mitsubishi and the Sumimoto concerns 
which are heavily interesiied in the munition industry*. The entire 
amount will bo contributed not to the Finance Minister but to the 
Ministers of War and Navy in throe equal annual instalments. Inspired 
by this example the leading concern of Formosa indicated their intention 
to contribute a total of 1,60,00,000 yen to the Army and Navy. As 
the State has helped to make the wealth of those "Houses", iiie 
State in Japan has had natural claims on their rasourcos to advance its 
various programmes ^f 8<^al and political expansion. We have 
referred in this and in previous volumes of the Annual 
Regitier to the dependwice of Japanese industries for their raw 
materials on other oountrlee. This has halted Japan's industrial ex* 
panaion both in peace time and in war time. An estimate has it 
that the U« 8. A. exported over 8J)0,00,000 tons of gteel and iron 
•crap ehiefly to Italy and Japan during the period of 1935 to 
January, 1941. Another shows the latest fibres (1910) of the percentage 
of Japan's war supplies obtained from the U. 8. A. : copper— 91 per 
cent; scrap iron and steel— 90 per cent; fenuelioys— 63 per cent; 
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aireimfti snd parts*— 77 par cent ; oil products— 66 per cent. Tliis economia 
difficulty is gdliog to Japanese industrial luagnatieB, and is the aaad-|M 
of Jai^n’s* **Now Order in the Pacific/* in the solution of whieh 
politicians and militarists, mdustriulists and financiers have found a 
common platform. Not all the m^ponents of the idea and ideal present to us 
the picture in identical words or lines. Politicians and militarists 
have a way of drawing it up a little different from tltat of the 
industrialist and the financier ; the publicist and Uie map-UQakers 
of the “new orders" have their paiiicuiar ways. 

In Japan also this holds good. The politician, and the militarist 
present to ns this picture : “Japan has established a 8cmi«eirele of 
The «illlsilst^ bases from Thailand to Saigon, to Hainan, to Takao 

the imlattthiUsi, (at ths southern tip of Formosa), to Parao in the 

Japanese Mandated Islands. A posaible extension 

fkdii semi-circle is to Davao in the Phillippinee, 

where theie is a strong Japanese colony/' Mr. Koichiro Isiiihara. 
President of the Ishihara industrial Marine Transportation Co., “not 
unrepresentatrvo of the ideas and purposes of Japanese industry and 
finance", wrote in the Oendai for January. 1941, that the key to 
the whole of the “China Incident" is the southern regions ; that ones 
the mutual prosperity block is set up. the 16 billion yen export 
surplus report^ by the European colonies in 1936 would be converted 

into a tremendous and stimulating increase in Japanese industry 

the eeonomies of the various European countries will be dependent 
upon it" In the August, (1940) Number of Nippon Hyorofh Hikamatcu 
Kamikawa draw up a scheme of world re-oonstruction in plaoe of 
the present one— Japan's version of the “new world order." ^The 
“emergence and establishment of huge bloc-empires'* being tbe *hext 
sUge in world development. Kamikawa lays down the following “te* 
sic principles" : (1) construction of Bloc or Regional Empires by the 
powerful races ; (2) the granting of mutuid autonomous indepen- 
dence to tbe weak and smaller races ; (3) a world-peace based on an 
intei^bloc balance of power which will supercede the old racial or 
continental peace. In this scheme Japan will be dominating tbe western 
Pacific. Tho disposal of the Pacific islands now under non-Asiatic 
control is the major problem of this Bloc. The second principle of the 
above scheme will spply in the first instance to the Hun race (tbe 
Chinese), and to tbe Indians. Admiral Toyoda. Foreign Minister in 
tho last Ministry of Prince Eonoye, said in the course of a statement 
made to tbe Tokyo correspondents the official German and Italian 
News Agencies on August 9. 1941, that “ethnical and geographical 
reasons* called for the closer collaboration between Japan and “the 
southern region**. The reference to “ethnical" reasons points out to tbe 
origin of tbe Japanese people. Three elements appear to have minted 
to make the race— a primitive white strain tluough the “Ainus" 
who appeared to have entered Japan from the region of the Amur 
in the neolithio times : a yrilow, Mongol strain came from or 
through Korea about the 7th century before Christ ; and a brown- 
black, Malaya and Indonesian strain filtering in from the islandc 
of tbe South. The name of tho isIand-empire-^Japan, Nippon — can 
he traced to the last of the three elements in tbe make-up of 
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tbd paopla. Japn if pzDbabljr s caam^flion cf Hm 

for the islands — Japang or Japan ; is * of the 

Japanese term NipMn which ia its ton is a edm ipt ioa if Pm 

Ohhmse name for -the place the sen come ftom**— 

We have tried abore to trace the eroln&a of fte 

and tnflnences, geosnlly impersonal, that have drleen the Ji, 

to la nn ch on the greateel adiCBtim in Hieir iialloh*s 
**TIm OalM life. They hare challenged the aMo^p ew er , fSm 

OmOamf* money-fower, and the tn^tions of impe^ nde of 
Britain ; they 'haTC thrown themedTss ^puait the 
industrial potential of the DniM States d America, the highly dene- 
loped nation of the modem world. It is tme that they have stmek ^a blow 
which for the time at least has paralysed both Britain and the U« B. in the 
Pacific"— New York weekly, January 5, 1942). Bat ooneider 
the man-power alone of the States ranged against Japan and her 

Axis friends of^ Europe. The 26 nations who pledged themsalres at 
Washington to **employ thoir full resources against the Axis ^wacs 
and to enter into no' separate armistice or peace*' — these "United 
Nations" — a now phrase introduced into the language of interna- 
tional politics — have a population of about 150.00,00,000 of the 

world's 214,50,00,000. Some of them are very smdl ; a few very 
big. These are — 

The Uuitod States of Americs, Untsis. CUtss. .Australis, Belmnni, Otiisda, 
OmIs Rica, Cuba. Caeeho-Siorakia, the ])oiniii}caii Republic. El Safrador. Qreeee. 
Quaiemela. Maili, Honduras. India. liitxcmbotiry;, Tlis iNctheilands. New Zsrisiid. 
Nicaragua. Norway ranama, I'olnnil, , South Africa. Yugoslavia, and the Ueited 
Elogdom of Great Rritaia and Northern 1 relaud. 

The guiding principle of the signatories was the Atlantic Charter. 
The money-power of these States can only bo astronomically calcula- 
ted. The 'War Programme of the United States 
SraeV Uans done will absorb, we arc told, half its national 

•t anti-Asia toieea income— half of the more than 30,000 thousand crores 
of rupees — by tbo raiddlo of 1943. For more than 
two years war in Euroiie had been raging ; Germany stood trium- 
phant over Europe ; sho '^actually commanded about two-thirds of 
the heavy industries and three-fourths of the manufacturing capacity 
of Europe " — {New lievictv, Calcutta. January, 1941). Yet a "United 
Nations" could not bo organised to challenge the threat held over 
the world by Ofbrmany. But the attack by Japan on the Pearl 
Harbour, on Malaya, on the Phillipinca acted as a bugle call to 
these States, to the vast maiority of these States. The secret of 
this line-up deserves research. Britain had been in peril for abont eighteen 
months, but China had not cared to declare war against Geraiany and Italy. 
Even in the present Grand Alliance Russia has thought it right to hatgain 
herself out of co-operation with war against Japan. Taking all things 
into consideration, it can be said with assurance that the UniM 
States of America has become the corner-stone of the world-wide 
opposition to the "now order" that Herr Hitler proposes to corect in 
the world. And the aHudent of liTairs should do well to pay special 
attention to things done and words uttered in that eountrt'. Since 
the end of Wedd War 1 New York has become the financial capital 
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of the world. World War II has enhanced this importanoo. If 
Japan liad refrained from attacking U. 8. territories and confined 
her attention to British and Dutch |K>sse6sion8 only, wo have our doubts 
with regard to any change in the **limitod liability" warfare that 
President Boosevdt had been carrying on against the Axis Powers. 
The JapaMSo attack has hastened developments ; the quick-time 
organisation of the "United Nations" shows that from certain points 
of view Japan is regarded as the greater menace to the present order 
of tilings, speeaally in East Asia. 

But there appears to have developed a controversy with regard 
to the strategy of the Alliect ofTcnsivo between the Atlantic Allies and 
the Pacific Allies. Tlio U. 6. A. and the Soviet Be- 
WHreMTISiiille which arc both Atlantic Powers and Pacific 

A Peeillc Jteilegy Powers may be regarded a^ having an oixm mind 

in the matter. But not so are tlie British. Their 

Premier has very often given expression to tin policy that Hitler 

was Enemy No. I, that the defeat of this cnoiny would bring down in 
ruins tbe Axis stiaicturo. Ilis collcagnos in the Ministry have taken 

their cue from "the master." One of them, the First loot'd of the 

Admiralty, the Navy Minister, Mr. A. V. Alexander, made a statement 
in support of this thesis : "If wo can knock (the Axis) out of the 
war, we can do what wo like with Japan afterward." Ilis opposite 
number in the U. S. A. Administration, tho Secretary of the Navy, 
Mr. Frank Knox, echoed this feeling and policy : 

*We ktiow who oiir great enemy is. the enemy who before all others must be 
defeated first. It is not Japan ; it ia not Italy. It ia Hitler, Hiller's Nasis, 
Hitler's (lersiany. It is Hitler we roust destroy. 'Hint done, tho whole Axis 
fabric will collapfc." 

The statement would not have done any harm if Japan had not 
been so successful in her Pacifio ufTonsivu, if tho U. S. Administration 
and the Churchill Govornment had not "mishandled 
MMsTaiBMah in tho Orient."— (77//ir, Now York weekly), 

^atntsfj And Mr. Churchill was held, seemed to be hold, 
particularly responsible for "Britain's feeble war effort 
in the Far East." — (Time). Tho Molboumo Ilendd declared : "It 

is largely a matter of Mr. Churchill liimself Mr. Churchill... would 

stoutly dissent from the view ho is Atlantic-minded." Tho New York 
weekly wo have been quoting from made more sneering remarks ; 
"The Prime Minister himself knows little of tho subject (tho Orient) 
except what ho learned as an enthusiastic poloist in a Punjab 
rogimont in Kipling's India." Mr. Knox's "unfortunately worded" 
statement caused "a lot of damage and hurt a lot of people" — the 
Dutch and the Chincso specially. The former wore diplomatic in tho 
expression of thoir dissent from the predominantly Anglo-American 
view of strategy. Tho latter wero very out-spoken. The organ of the 
Chinese military, Sao T^aiuj Jih Ptiv, remarked : "Signs of Anglo* 
American re-inforcoments are absent wliilo British and American 
authorities continue to indulgo in side-tracking remarks." Non-official 
Chinese, represented in sixteen organizations in Now York, were "more 
specific" in a ted^ram addressed to President Boosovelt : "If Singapore 
is lost ami the Burma Boad is tlireatoncd and tho American J^eet 
■tiH persists in doing nothing, then we have the right to be die- 
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ftppoioied with our Alliof and will be loEeed to decide onv own 
destiny." But tho "roally staggering warning** camo, however, Irom 
Dr. Bun Po* President of tho Chungking Legislative Yuan, and son 
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, organiser of tho Cliinoso revolution and founder of 
tho Cliinoso Bcpiihlic. Said ho : 

If the United h^tntei and Britain intend to allow Japan free rein in the 
Par ICuit while thev'are finiahing olT Hitler, as scenii to be indicated in recent 
•fieechca by Aloxanrfer and Knox, there it ftreat doubt in Chungking as to the 
wiidom of Ohina'a continuing to fight.” 


Australia 
angered Japan 

Anatrallaa 
Independence of 
Bi'itleh help 


and New Zealand, both British Dominions, which had 
by thoir "whito" Oceania policy discriminating against 
tho residence of non-white peoples in then* torritories, 
had reason to ho as approhonsive of the unchecked 
advanco ef the Japanese, and as angry with '‘British 
coinplaccnc and tinpiviiarddnoss'*. Australia's Primo 
Minister, Labourite John Curtin, gave voico to these feelings. Ho made 
it clear that for relief from the iiniionding difficulty they could not 
depend any more on Britain ; that “Australia looked to America, free from 
any pangs about our traditional links of friendship with Britain"; that 
'^AMStraliAii cxtoriinl policy will be sbaiHid towards obtaining Itunian aid and 
working out, tnth th Vnitvd SUttrs aa the mttn factor, a plan of I'acilic 
■iratcgy along with Britisb, Chinese niid Dutch forces.”— ('Ac Halies arc oura). 


Wo do not know what improvement or revision of the Pacific 
strategy has there boon as a result of this angry reenmination. Tho 
world knows that Japan has not boon halted in 
Uadfr-estloiatloii Malaya, in the Phillippioes, in the islands of Java and 
of Japan Sumatra, in Burma. There has Wn any amount of 
discussion on tho cause and causes of tho failure 
of Britain and tiio U. S. A. The simplest appears to be that the 

small- sized men of JMii I^'ippon were under-estimated all along the 
lino — in their industrial tKttcntiul which contributes to iho success of 
modern wars ; in tlio strength and skill of thoir naval and air forces, 
of thoir army. When Mr. Sahuru Kurusu was flying on his peace 
mission, a U. S. A. paper opined that Japan was bluffing and could 
be easily dealt with. Reasons in support of this contention were given. 

"Yokohama, Japairs grcaicii •ca-(*ort, rusted under blockade, with whole 

streeli tiescried, wnrchouHCB and ofliecs closed.” 

"Japairs great war industry wam creaking. Its ship building industry is 

eriitplcd for lack of steel. Lvery gallon of aviation* fuel bnninl hy Japanese planes 
is irreplai'cablc. 'J'he hulk of ibc jO.OO.COO-toiis Ja|>anese mcrchaiii fleet is tied up^ 
Kconomic strangulation ia on the way.” ... 

"But war to Jannii would mean worse than economic strangwlation. Japan is 
a. land of pai^r houfidt ond few antic-aircraft guns.” 


Tho assurance that Japan was weak in the arts of peace and of 
war, suggested in tho ' above quotation, must have been one of the 


"Singapore 
sphrl?’— tho 
spirit ol **an 
sttolo, tirsd, 
hypsr-etvlIIsfHl 
•oetety" 


papers were 


inlluencos that is responsible for tho Pacific debacle. 
But i>eoplo are not, or cannot remain satisfied with 
so simple an explanation. When an organization or 
an institution fails or falls it does not do so by 
external attacks alone ; there is betrayal from within, 
there most have been weaknese in the various organa 
of its constitution. British and United States news- 
found busy pointing to this inner weakness One of 
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ihese patgort td to give the impressloni of GonoiiU Sir Ilcnry Pownall 
who hed leplacecl Air Marshal Sir Brooke-Popham as British Far 
Eastern CSoiniander. Preparatory to the assumption of his new 
Mies he tried to understand the causes of the peril that faced him 
and his foroes. His '‘greatest disappointment’* was the discovery of 
the “Singapore spirit” — the spirit of "an cfTcte, tired, hyi)or-civilizod 
society" ; 'eold storage, electricity and the automobile” bad , made 

many Britishers, "both officers and men hazy about the throat to 

their possessions and habits thore were "late nights, good times.” 
The AV«* StafeMiUH d: Nation (London) was very bitter. It asked its 
people to face up to the fact that they were in presence of "some- 
thing moro unpleasant than incompotonco.” It asked them to recognize 
if they iioi)ed to retrieve their position and to n^gain their self- 
reb|)dct and prestige, that the "Inadequacy of tliis man or the other” 
could uot account (or "a failm*o so general.” 

**A riiltit;; clast wtt on its (ritd. niul hero, ns in Norway tiiul Creto, it lint 
broken down. A iintlonal Irtditioii hnt fur ^ciurntioiiK ttntroiirnpid iiitcl)i(;riii’c 
and Bt'ieuce, to coiiccutrato oti tporu luul whnt it culls Cliainctcr. line in tlic 
rettiit.’ 

The London Daity Mirr(*i\ parsed the same judgiuont in language a 
little difTeront. "At the top you have the military aristocracy of the (iuards' 
UBStr-efttimntloa regiments with a mentality nob very foreign to Potsdam 

otBrltUh (the Gorman military head -tinartcrs during the Kmpire). 

chariiiBter jn centra you have a second-class suohocracy. And 

behind it all, the cloying inertia of the Civil Service l)ogged down hy 

regulations...” We are sure that remarks like tlioso can bo paralleled 

from the literature of the Boor War, of World War I. The boating 
tliat the British received at the hands of the Turks in Mesopotamia, 
the evidence tendered before the Mesopotamian Commission, the report 
of tliat Commission which exposed and held up to pultlic scorn tho 
ineptitude of the military hurcaurracy, in hulia specially— ail those 
wore intormodiate stages of a "muddling through” tliat, the world 
has been assured, is the 8i>ocial gift with which tho British have 

l3oen endowed since the beginning of their imperial regime. In dilTeront 
lieriods during World War I., tho prospects of Allied victory wore 
no rosier than they are today. Bear- Admiral Sims, Commandor-in- 
Chief of the American Naval Forces sent to Europe in 1917, in his 
book — Victory at 5ra~reveal9 on the strength of documents placed 
l>cfore American naval moo by the British Admiralty that "unless the 
appalling destmetion of merchant tonnage (about 'n million tons a 
month) - -...could bo materially changed, the uncsonditional surrender 
of tho British Empire would inevitably take place within a few 
moDths,” on about November 1, 1917. The figures of these losses were 
never given to the British Press. Bearing these things in mind wo 
are not much disturbed or impressed by the pre-niortem report cn 
the British Empire and the maladies of its body politic. The charge 
of "inefficiency, self-satisfaction and conceit” is the |x>rtion reserved 
for the managers of a losing cause. The time for the judgment of 
history on these happenings in East Asia is not yot We have also 
to remember that we have not got as yet the health chart of the 
IJ. 8. A. social life. 

9 
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or dotaehineBt yn earned howavar, aay that «b 
and ioMDUtiva to tha auuiy natari 
loaaea that have {alien on tha eaaaa 
the roaponsiUa . laadait ol tha Unitad 
th«r {ailnia to atand op to the J ap a n a a a 
lost superiority on land, on aea a^ in 
of the risk run by the Japunae was ao 
kimoat adinirable’MKme). Their nnbriiaraUe 
this risk. They hate almost seou^ the , ^ 

tin and rubber ; the eugar of Java wiD be weleonse to tka 
house-wife : the oU of Borneo and Buma noc^ 
could not be wholly destroyed will more 

areas of the 6.86.84/X)0 W"* ”1^ 

understanding of the factors, material and spmtna l, ttat Imrasnahlsd 
the Japanese to win this resounding vi^ry is neeaaavy te m m 
wril as for others who have bm **• ^ 

occasion to refer to Bu-aln-do—Oto valonwan wa^^w^ m 
Armv Manual is expressed as Mows : To die partMipatuig m tte 
supreme holy enterprise of mankind-war-must be ^ graaM ^ 
and height of exalUtion." Backed up by tM eosiwotion. ^ teamed 
for this special glory through oentnnea of Sraum rule, JapanM 
soldier, sailor and air man, is wiry and tough ^^toito are teg 

^th marching;" they are veterans; they are weltegmpped ^tl«r sM 
officers’ work has boon "of a high ord^, to w «»• 

U S A.War Secretary Henry Stimson. A deamptum of tWr wm- 
formations tells us that in battle dress a Jai™ soldier looto 
like a badly-wrapped round paper package , his sloppum te n^ 
^ing." For his sise ho carries an extraordw w^ht o(^^ 
His M-caUbre rifle or machine-gun is hght a^ aecnrato to 
1000 yards : he carries 400 rounds of ita little bullets, twice as m^ 
Mthe load of larger bullets the largw U. 8. trooper cames. He 

^es a bayonet, a helmet with a htUe gold star on it He 
5 days’ ration of rice and sardines, and he 

UghUy armed and lightly equipped, the soldiery M the ICtado 
k.. a taotico of their own which has confounded the Gsneral 

id rf th. V. 8. A.. q.~UII, » tb* Ifcto. »a 

Burma pownaU is said to have repo^ that “the Jape 

Joafto war & as good as animalB in the jungle. Basing on 

iT’ttUmr ^ Mowing 

* ^ pen-picture , 

••Thar came in polyganetic cloihea : in alwrU and an«kera, ot Mmyim arm 
« .e iiSw ^H«pwAr Thaf forced nsUvra to lead then thromin tangled by-wsya. 
or iiiat thwr^nndj^w. y hunting doga. auiffing ont eooToya of 

^ raltsjl l«;......’n5y sicle 

j .h^ fmnMal^s and CWnem, went forward Imler. stroaiEar and 
food and iiw M y climbed In tha trees and dropped, like monkcysL 

ffi' hJdSlp whl^ a h«n« mlmri^TO »ote»t., ani 

ZnTw fnwmdty It eSad not conWre, they experieoced and need.- 

It had never occurred to the British that little men in iborto and gyat 

•’‘r ^“on*sic"t"ifi 
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an onemF Ufa Aim agMut faoUoa Iifa> Oil. whfa 
oonld ifa Biriiifa and the Amatieana db^?' 

*Tlia defeadm fad bam too eirilliad for thii nol of tausi Ifasr alaak la 
tfa pilt4Nxm alone, tfa hiirhwtyi^ defandad. tha alrdaMa, aCood aitta bridgaa, 
anarded Ifa dtiaa, gatlanily did arinthing tfa< Xmnala laAd to da Many of ti!aai 
knew faw to bunt tfa fox. shoot enmaa. alalk tliean ; bat noaa of tfam bad bam 

bantad by animala fafore. Thar wan eoafaaad by tbia anaasy 

*”rfa litUa man, io light 8horia» opaa abirta and nriibar maafan or wllb baio 
faet, ware apparently ioaufliclant tanda for tfa Britlab. As tfay fad naad tlny« 
ataelHttfing two-mm sofa at Pearl Harbour, they caid*tiiqr ona-amn taafaond.tim* 
man goji-carriarsi** 


Wo have attempted above to onderataiid and explain. Id iolerpnA 
the oventa that have brought thia World War II d the 80fa 

• century to the doora of India; We have yel to 

“inSSSrsd ” understand why Japan ohoae this partieulhr time to 
war*’ launch her attack. Her ^^apoaial*' peaoe emiaaary, 

Mr. Saburu Kuruan, was at Washington trying to 
straighten out the tangle. On the morning of DeoemW 7 Japanese 
air squadrons began bombing Pearl Harbour ; one hour alter this 
*'tha Japanese ambassador and his eoUeagoe deliveted toour Secretary 
of State a formal reply to a recent American, massage. It contained 
no threat or hint of war." This quotation is from the speech of 
President Boosevelt reporting to the Congress on the sequenoe of 
events that had led to the war. It shows that the military in Japan 

had decided a week before to start the war ; they had obossn the 

particular hour and d>ty a week before they started the ‘‘undeclared 
war." Her bombers must have been ferried over by carriers from 
bases in the mainland or in her mandated islai^ east of tbs 


Phillippines. None of these were neaier than 8,000 'miles to their 
objeots of attack. At least six days must have been taken to cross 
this area. During these days the Tokyo Government kepi its 
negotiatars at Washington "deceiving'* the United States by bdks of 
peaoe. This has been stigmatised as "the perfidy^ of a professed 
friend." We do not know who is the inventor of this teohi^ne of 
"undeclared war." Japan is no a]lprentioe in it. There is a story 
that the Japanese ambassador at St. Petersburg was dancing at the 
Tsar's Palace what time Japanese ships were shelUng the Bumian 
naval base of Port Arthur. For four years and more Japan had been 
carrying on death and destruction in China without declaring war on 
the country. So, on December 7, 1941, Japan but practised the new 
morality in warfare which she has been following rinse 1904. This 
is an episode in the war which need not detain ns any longer. 
Japan has chosen her path. She has kin d l ed a fire^ in East 
Ai^ which will bum peoirics other than the intended victims. 


The question demands an answer— why did Japan ohooee the 
particofar time that she did in attacking the U. 8. A. and Britfah 
— . ^ « possessions in the Bast 7 It may be troe, ae a 
spokesman of the Japanese Fleet in Ohlna watsre 
deofared, that *1bhe China affair' and the Bcsopean 
ooniltot could not be eettled separately/ Kit this 
thesis did not require that Jsipan ehonld attack Britain cr^ the 
United Slatee or both on Demmber 7, 1941. It fa dUBcoit* to 
believe that Japan did not consolt her Axis alliss in Bnrope bsfons 
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Ae fUrted her wer. Why iheii did the l&Uer oonieDt to this new 
inropoeitioQ ? They oonld not hdp JepAD, busy as they were with 
their “Biissia Incident*' ; they d^l not suggest that Japan should 
ereate a dWersion in tbrir lavonr by^attadiing the Soviet Bepoblio in 
the east, compelling the latter to divide her forces and energies, 
to fight on two fronts. It is tme that Japan has helped them by 
diverting to their own use U. S. and British export of hdp to Bnssia. 
She has kept busy Britain and the U. S. A. — tbcir munition manufacturers 
—but the products of their labour could not be used against Germany. And 
Germany could accumulate her war weapons for use during spring and 
summer. It has to be taken note of that before the end of November the 
Soviet forces had taken Bostov-on-the-Don, and bad begun to roll back the 
German hordes from their towns and cities. This olTensivo started 
on the 29th of November. This counter-attack by the Bussian forces 
under Marshal Semion Timoshenko did not, however, attain the 
success that it did later, to advise Japan to halt her attack. 
Perhaps she had made her full arrangements which could not bo 
modified or counter-manded ; the military mociiine by its own inertia 
moved forward to Malaya and to Pearl llarbour, one of the strongest 
oi naval and air-bases in the world built at a cost of about two 
hundred crores of rupees. It was in the week ending in December 15. 
1941, that Herr Hitler in explanation of the retreat of his army 
began to talk of halting its **mobile progress", and stabilizing it into 
* a stationary front" with a view to the early approach of winter ; 
that he confessed that millions of “his soldiers stand after a year 
of the heaviest battles against an enemy who is superior in numbers 
and material in the front." This confession of discomfiture became more 
frequent ; we find on December 29, 1941, again the Fuelirer acknow* 
ledging that the campaign . in the East had “assumed proportions 
whioh exceeded all past notions.*' 

There was enough pressure from within to force Japan to 

hurst out Into this now war, as we have indicated above. We have to 

enquire whether or not Britain and the United States, 

Aarta AmiiiS either singly or collectively, did anything to add 

yMiTs external pressure on the inner compulsion. There 

had been negotiations between the Japanese Ambassador 
Admiral Nomura and the U. 8. Foreign Secretary Cordell Hull since April, 
1941, to ease the tension. Japan's excursion into Indo^China which 
brought her .wltliin striking distance of Malaya and the PblUippines 
worsened .the situation. Challenged by thie audacity the U. 8. 

General ‘ Staff and theBritieh Impeiial General Staff ‘mne^- have etarled 
measures to meet Jifian half-way. The details of nwh m ea e o ree 
were not for the puUio eye and ear. We have heard cl mdy a 
few of these— reinforoemenks were eent to Hongkong from Canada 
and India ; haeos in the idand of Qnam were sought to be extended 

and strengthoDod. This was almost routine budnees. It had been 

known for a long time that the Japanese Navy was more than a match 
for tlio combined U. 8. and British Maviee in the Padfic. The Atlantic 
cornmitmcnls of these two Anglo-Saxon Powers did not enalile 
iliem to transfer any weighty portion of tlicir navel forcre to tlie 
tnid-wost- Pacific, to the Philli|>|iino bases and to Hingeiioir, except at Uie 
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lut moiMit Wa do nol know if iko Paoifie Fbat of the U. 8. A. 
•Utioned in and around Paail Harbour could or did aand any wanhip 
lo U. 8. (erritoriea in this area. During the height of the Indo* 
China affair there^^ were rumoure that iho PSaeifio Fleet had left 
Peail Harbour for *'an unknown deetination". It must haye boon 
rumour only. We do know that the British Navy sent the battle- 
ship — the Prince of Walee^ and the battle cniiser — the Pepnlse to 
Singapore. The news of this reached the world on the 1st or 2ad 
of December, 1941. Did this piece of news foroe matters ? Lieutenant- 
Commander Tota Ishimaru has told us in his book — Japan Must 
Fight^^ Britain — first published in Groat Britain in February. 1938— 
that “the despatch of a Fleet to tlio Far East would bo an 
early aud definite indication that England had dotermined to fight 
her (Japan)." He closed his book with rct^flcting tlia same 
declaration : 

*‘Jspsii. then, mast strike as toon at tbs learns Oist Ike British Fieci hat 
left Eiiroiiesii waters on its way East. *11ic roiiili lions are mncti tlio same as 
those which would obtain in a war with Amerira, a hen ilie Iasi nioaieiit fur 
comineiiciitg hostilities is that when the enemy Meet leaves Hawaii far the 
westward." 

The unpreparedness that found .tho U. S. Fleet and air force 
at Pearl Harbour on December 7, and that which sent the Prince 
of Wales and ibo Jiepuhe to their doom without 
"Alls Rswalsa la fighter protection, go to show that Japan misread 
the Near geet" t]^ signs. But she was ready, and the course of 
the war during the last few months In East Asia 
supports the contention that Japui somehow felt herself competent 
to lick single-handed the A. B. C. D. Powers — Aroorica-Britain- 
China and the Dutch East Indies. The only help that her Axis 
partners in Europe eonld have rendered her was teohnioel advieo in 
the now arts of war developed by Oorman strategists. All this 
is tree. But tin's does not rule out tbe plan ibat Japan's advenluiis 
has a place in the Grand Strategy oi tbe miraole-worken of 
BM^lin, the Oerman General Staff. An Ameriesai^ journalist, Plem 
Van Possen, in August, 1941, contributed to the Uherty on orlielt 
deocribiDg the latest slogan of the Nail liilitory phm— **Axis Be- 
Union in the Near East." The meeting can boeome poessbie by Japan 
gaining control of tho eea-ways la tbe Poolfie and the Indian 
Oceans, and Oeimony and Italy n^Mtllng British control of tho 
Mediterranean. The plan envisages an ^'attack on the Suei Canal from 
tbe sonih" by ilia Japanese Navy, mid by Oerman bomben from 
the north. Other pre-rcqniaites of tneesM in this onion are : the 
Phillippines most be lost by the U. 8. A., Blagapore by Brithin 
and Bnrabaya by the Dot^ Bast Indies; the British most be 
driven from Egypt and Sodaa, and from territoriee that were lately 
Italian and Fkcneh Somaliland. The first six months of 1942 show 
Jaium fulfilling her part of tbe bargain; Germimy and Italy am 
no nearer their objective. The article under xeCsrenee also dilated 
on tho alioring ont of iho spoils of victory. Japan woe to raap the 
harvest on ilie eontinent of North America. There was no rslerenee 
in Uie idan lo the eeiting up of the '*Co-prosperity sphere in 
Gteaier ^st Aria"— the dresm of Japanese exponrionSsis. Instead, a 
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new diraeftbn it gfren to Japanoso ambiiiont. Is iia aopport 
politieal' argoimmU” were forthcoming from the axmonry of' tte 
lele Moior-Gcnenil Kaxl Haushoter, the Ottra in high politiee of the iMraoeni 
geoeration of Gorman mlora. In his book — Oeopolitik des Pazinschm 
Oeeawe— he pnblialied a map in which the North Amerieao oontiiient 
is shown as sdotion of Japan's la^ of living spaee" ; a large 
part of the United States and Canada is shown as '*Japan's sphere 
in influence/' Importance was imported into the discussion by 
reealUng an article contributed by another "gco-politieian" — ^Walter 
Beinhardt— published in 1937 Zeitschrift fuer Geopolitik, "*One 
day Japan should be able without much difficulty to take Alaska, 
either as a pledge or even as a base for attack upon the United States." 


This grandiose scheme, the overturning of the old order and the 
building up of the new, is, we are told, '*tlio divine event" for which 



millions in Europe, Asia and Africa have been shed- 
ding their blood. The buiideia in the Axis camp of 
this- new order have made no secret of their 


hopes and ambitions. It app.?ar8, however, that these 
do not often coincide with one another. It was once hoped that as 
Masism and Fascism were not articles for 'export", they would be 
satisfied with the duty of re-shaping the European continent and north 
Africa. This is the significance of the plan of "huge bloe-empires" 
of whieh Hikamatsu l^mikawa speaks and to which we have already 
refenred. But Germany’s "Bussia Incident*' has put a new complexion 
on the whole matter. At least, this is being felt in Japan. The 
Kokumin Shimbun, a Bigbtiat newspaper of Tokyo, gave expression to 
what appears to us to be an apprehension that in the scramble for territoriee 
Japan may not get her due share. This was told us in a cable dated 
June 99, just seven days after Germany bad attacked Bnssia. The 
paper opened the article' with inviting the p^ple to be prepared to 
face the many "grave problems" that will be maturing "if Axis 
higemony extends across the Urals into Asiatic Bussia." Then followed 
the opinion that if the Axis sphere were to include the Soviet 
taritoodes, the Near East and Africa, there was no reason why Germany 
and Italy^ should not "reeognise Japan's influsnee over India, Australia, 
Iron, ba^ Saudi Arabia and Soviet territory east of the UnJs." We do not 
undeislaMl why this revest should have become neeessery to baj«peeted 
when by Art.. 11 of the 1940 Treaty (September 27) Germany and Italy 
xeoQgniaed "tbe leadership of Japim in the establishment of a new order 
in Greater East Asia." There ie no reason against such a division 
of spoils in ease of Axis victory except that the leading member of the 
Axis with hia '*Nor4^ race"'oompln may have other ideas in the* matter. 
He had bag ago rosesved for hia oountry "the inoalcnkhle wealth and 
stores eC raw materials of the Ural mountains, the vast forests of Siberia." 


But the dreamers ol dreams ia Japan, men like the "Homerio figure" of 
Mitsuru Tovama, have also their own ideaa fdr whieh they have been working 
for the last sixty years. The "Tanaka Memoraiidum" 
^ l>KMe lor all ^e worid to see. It was prepared hy 
Geneial Tanaka, the then Premier,, at the command 
of the Emperor. It wae presented ih the early, monthe. of 1997. 
A Chinsee oleiA hi the Japanese Emgn Office made a eopy of it; 
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aad ikfe ik It was, a Ekigliah Tarsion of it, was later publisliod in 
the Qniiose papers, English and naltvo. Of course, the Memorandnin 
was pcomptly denied by tho Japanese Govemmont. But the Japanese 
mores on the intomatiunal chess-board made since then hare fcdlowed 
the time-table of this Memorandum. And tbs rision raised by it has 
hten h s idip g capitre the iriagination of tho peopis, and thdr mind 
is refleoAod in hookB and newspapm artidoa We have referred lo 
oerlain of these. We propose to bring tlie .discussion of the subieet 
to a close by. giving an idea of the map of the “Groater East Asia'* 
as drawn np by the Kichi Kichi — “It is bound on the west by a 
eonUimons chain of monntains forming a Great Divide." This 
chain of mountains stretehes from tho Bohring Strait south-westward 
to the Arabian, sea coinciding with the frontiers of Siberia, and inolu* 
ding in the proposed map “all of China, French Indo-Clnna, Siam, 
Bnrma and India." On tho cast, the coast line of East Asia ex- 
tends from “Northern Nippon southward to Indonesia, then westward to 
Ceykm.'' K'story and present practico— East Asia's old history— 
and ^e preasnt piaetiee of the peoples* economic life, sanetdon 
and sanctify this “natnral and inseparable unit." Thus India will be 
called upon to fit herself into the Jlitkkao Ichi yffc — ^“into a har- 
momoas order under one heaven** — of which the oeotral figure it 
Dai Nippon. The Japanese attack may be an attempt to foraatal 
Gemmny, ta confront her wHh a Jap-dominated “Greater East Asia." 

The story broo^t np-to-date indicates, in eonerete terms, India's 
phoe in the ^'new orte of things'* soliemed lor by Japan “We 

hitherto to confine our attention te 
MhsnTSiaaii ^ things happening in ^ onr eastern border. 

A tails ^ western frontiers which geographiesUy are 

bounded by Afghanistan and south-east Iran hot 
are lor stratagio reasons extended to the eaetern BSeditenranean area, things 
wsrs on the move threatening the established order of things* Besbid 
AK El-Qilaini in Iraq had shown ^e way. It ia true that his efforla 
were nipped in the bnd. But in Iran mischief began to be brewing 
almost immediately. Tbe Ex-Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Mught aeylam 
tbere having fled from Iraq ; Dr. Avthur Groba. who wis playing tbn 
German part that Colonel Lawrenee bad done during World War 1 in the 
Arab ooimtriee, as quickly left Iraq ; there were assemblod a few hnndxadt 
of German technicians, seientifib men in key positions in Iren's 
industries and transport system, rvsearehers into hm ancient history^ 

and bnndieds of tourists". These men and groups ware lenad 

exerting their inflosnoe on the 8bab of Persie, on co^netors of t&e* 
Admtnistration, on other dasses mtimately oonneoied with the mling 
claseee, to create difficulties for tbe British. On August 17 a Moscow 
news told no on tbs authority of an Ankara correspondonl tlml 
“Qemiany has demanded air bases in Iran and foil supplies lor 

German planes nsing them." A London news of tbs seme date snU 

that the British and Soviet Ambassadon at Teheran had qnthelfilh 
Angnat drawn tbe attention of tbe Iranian Government to “the coneem 
fail by their two Goverainents in regard to the excemively lesge 
number of Oemmns In Iran." Their presenee had eonslitnted a danger 
to British intereets sines Oermany bad gained control of Crete and 
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Gneoe and th*j lontaa iidanda. 'Tho diatobanoas io Sfcta and limt 
wwa eTHlancoa of thia threat. Beitiah “demarohea** did not aan to 
have had any effect on the Iranian Oovemmant. But whan Qannaiif 
attaelcad Boaaia, when the **Bottle >for Odeaaa*' waa liaing lon^t in 
%amiog iiaat", the control of the Iran Govammant by 'NaA inflnanoat 
waa a throat to the Soviet BapnUic that eould not be ignored. The 
combined British and Boviet ^'domatchea" abo failad to Ining any 
im^venient in the aitnation. The Naai agents and aymgi^aan 
with tlie Nazi oauae found in the Army and Air Force of wo* the 
''rebels" against British impariaiiam ^hat had dad to Inm from 
snrrounding eonntriea — all these "anemi " elements oontanned Ao be 
aettve. Getting no remedy the Briiirii and Soviet Govemmoots o^ezed 
the march of British and Soviet contiogoBts into Iran territory from 
the south-west and from the north-west : !ihi8 they started an August 
25. It waa preltnficu^ry to the "token oceiipation" of Ixaii. to eava 
its Govomin'.snt from Nazi preaaure, from a&wing its territories to ba 
need as base of openitions against the Boviat Union immediataly, and 
nltimately against India. The Iranian OovarodieQt bowed before the 
'Sdorm. Tlie Ali Hannir kliuistry restgnedi and n new kfiniatry hdadad 
by Ali Faronghi ordemd Persian troops "to retrain from raaistaooe" 
on August 28. 

Strategic reasons alone wore not resi^onaible for thia invasion. 
Irarfan wells produce about l,0*i,00,000 tons of oil a year — twice 
the amount got from the Irati Mds and thrioe from 
la spaa sapplr that of Rumanian. Thia oil is "the life aonroa of 

aaadi la RttMia the whole British defensive system In the Bast" 

Since the loss of tho industrial region el the Ukraine 
the Soviet republic has become dependent on the United Stetec . and 
Britain lor the supply of war equipment and for the raw materials 
and maoliinariea for its manufacture. It was hoped at the tune that 
the head of tlie Poi-siau Gulf would provide "Burma Roads" prineipnlly 
finm Bandar Shahyur on tho Persian Gulf to Bandar Shah on the 
Oaapian Sea by tho standard-gauge Trans-Iranian Railway for tho flow 
of supplies to the hard-presa^ Russian fighting foroea. Thate are 
two otW roads-— one beii^ north from Zahidan, the tarminns of tho 
Balnehistan Railway via <)uotta, through aaatem Iran to Maohad, 
and thanoe to Aakabad in Russian Tnridatan to bo transported by 
a aingle-traek railway ito Kraanovodak on tbs oaatam ahem of the 
Oagpian Boa opporito Baku ; the other being from Basra to Bagh d ad 
1^ the narrow-gauge railway ; from Baghdad by a atandaid-gange 
line to Brbil ; a road leads oyer the Rowandus Pita to w aatem Iran, 
and thenoo northwards to strike tho Bueeian broad-gauge railway 
at Tkbria. All these three roada« two in Iran and one in Iraq, have 
geaat limiUliona and enormous diflbultida for through transport— road, 
ra&iray, motor and other vohielao. and ateamere— all these varietieo 
of the means of traiisiiort will have to oo-opecate in tho complete 
tranaaelHon. Tliore are two other entianoes to leaeh Russia— thr^h 
Arohangd in north European Buasia, and Vladivostook on tha Famflo 
al tho end of 6 to 7 thousainl miles of laiiway track. In the case 
of Aho former ico is the atumblii^-Uock ; in the ease of the latlar 
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AH difficulties oC supply formed the Sttbiiote of disonteioB 

of a special Three-Powor Sapply Conferenee held at Moeeow on 
nniMmM if S^ptober 29 and completed its work on Oelohsr 
truMpit of Ayerill Harriman was head of the U. 8. A, 

•apply teBsMls Del^atioo, and Lord Beavsrbrook was head of the 

British ; AI. Molotov was head of the Rossian* as 
also the chairman of the Conference. The Confsreiioe was held 
on the basis of a joint- message addressed by President Roosevelt 
and Mr. Churchill to M. Stalin and in agreement with him. Its 
poq^ose was to solve the qoestion of the beat way of sendkig 
as si s tan ce to the Soviet Union in the **spiendid*' resistanoe which it is 
putting up against Fascist aggression, of *'the distribution of their 
common resources'* ; and of ‘*the host ntiKsation of these resouveea* 
The better co-ordination of the war efforts of these three Powers 
was seenred at the Conferenoe* as we learn from the EhRiman- 
Beaverhrook joint statement issued at Moscow on October 2. It has 
been daeided **to plane at the disposal of the Soviet Oovernssmil 
praotfeany every requirement for which the Soviet military sad eivtt 
anthoriUes have asked" ; the Soviet GovernmeDt has supplied to 
IMtsin and the U. S. A. *lsrge quantities of the raw malwrials 
urgently required by those countries" ; the difficulties of transporta* 
tion have been fully examined and plans made to "inorsaaa the 
volnme of traffic in directions.*' Oam immediate proof of this 
was fortheoming in the news wlriA told the world ^ the 
dispatch to Iran of a U. S. Mission under Brigadier Qeaaral 
Russel Maxwell, to study British plans for urgent port, lailway and 
road, expansion necessary to keep Bofplies flowing to ghs Russian 
ibroee through the Caucasus, and to the British foioesi which were 
beiag sent from Syria, Iraq and Inffia, and were being organised into 
**sn expeditionary army" by General Wavell, Gommandkr>in-CbWf in 
India. It was also report^ thag joint consultations b s t w as n high 
Russian and British military officers wem being hrfd at TiflUu. 
Amoriean ships were already being diverted to Irauiam ports oarryinffi 
Lend-Lease equipment. 

These measures and the anperb defsnco put 'up by the Rus 
forces, and the resumption of the offensive by them since the 
week of November, 1941 » must have halted the Gee 
A machine in its i^avitation towavds the Pmsfan 

^tslaffis Threats to Inilias western hcootier have not 

taken shape# We>t and East they appeared is he 
distant. But whaJt was distant has comer near since Dsewmber 7, llHl. R 
has affectid our "Home Polity" and disturbed it in s manner tl^ is no 
credit eithsx to the rulers or to the ruled. In areas as Csr-placsd as Dftru- 
garh and Bameswaram in eastern India panic caught the people ; 
their normal activities were suspended ; sohoeis and ooUsgis ware 
floffid and dispmed far end near. The Govemaaent, central and pro- 
vincial^ in their wisdom did notluDg to ^aasusgs this fear ; they 
•uggealsd civil evaenatien ; they declared "Doo-family** areas ; they 
talked of civil d^ce, of slit trenches, of baffle walls, of sand-bafi. 
of keeping stocks of Cood-stuffs— talks that only fed paaie sad spr^ 
eiviSsn demorslisation. In Bengal where sa autonomy ICaielry has 
10 
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men nnd thingi did not 
under the Govemm. 


ehem better in the 


There was a stampede Irom the eoastal at^eas, urban and mnd. 
Madras and Caleutta /caught the oonti^on eaarliost, though the latter 
WM 40 to 50 miles interior. BDin1)ers— the fears of 
bombers— created this panic wbiifh passed decent 
bounds when news of the bombing oi Bangoon on 
ttw :ll8xd of December reached the peo{de. Bombay 
on the Arabkn Sea developed the same symptoms much later, though 
between the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian there intervened 

500 to 600 milm d land area. This di^rsal of i\\.i people disrupted 
Hie various xdations of economic and social life It was an instinctive 
jdair of sheer animal fright which neither the Central Government 
ef India nor the leaders of the people did or eould li^uiate or eontrol. 
Both of them failed in ^thk obvious duty, because the people refused 
to be so guided. ^Qie Government, busy with their war organization , 
ilisd not iinaghiettian to think of civilian morale, to organise it 
The youth of the eountiy vdio could expect icaderriup and guidance 
Ifom their Univertities lociied at them in vain. Certain of these 


nic centres gave the greatest lead to panic and demoralization. 
By dosing the sehods end aolleges which had kept bnsy millions 
d hoya and girls, they set fine forces of idleness and ramour-monger- 
.ing that added to the tsmlosion of the times. In the evacuation 
trm the <dties and their neighbourhood «be people were left to their 
own demes, and the Government looM on tiiis emme with a 
helplessness that was iudiocous. As the “threatened** mties were being 
amiAied odt—nearly baM of Cahmtla's popultitioD evaenatad— tito railway 
stations heeame orgies of explaitatian. Baihsay porters earaad forty to 
tfiqr rupees daily ; the railway stsE went ime better. The Government 
whieh was amster of the xailva^n eoaid not stop this loot, bsoauss 
ths people in their fright were oager to nbndt to this loot. TSie 
nnnfcagion of pmfiteertng spread far and near, Into towns and townlets. 
into nflages even. The India of people into these, hoathtg for 
houses, shot up the rent of houses sky-waad. Houses that were 
DOimslly let out for Bs. 10 a month were snatched at for Bs. 40 
to Bs. 60. Men well-placed in life who had never let tbdr houses 
either from inclination or from motives of profit,— even they could not 
withstand this contagion. Houass that wore unfit to li^ had a 
crowd of candidatm gathered round them who competed with one 
another in getting under thtir rickety sbdter. House-owners demanded 
three montira', six months’ rent in advance, and the panic'Strioken 
thanked their stars if they could get the houses on these extortionate 
conditions. Many a house-owner made tlieir houses Iheable for Hie 
present with t^ help of these advances. This spirit of grab soon 
spread amongst the industrial and trading classes which not aH the 
thunders of the Defence of India Bubs have boon able to contrei^ ) 

We do not know if seenes of physical and sacral demoetBaation 
like these were seen in China whose people have for mote than five 
ne r m n e ti Sifity years been blasted by Japanese bombs, hsiilb been 
bMtm and tottmd b, JaiMBMa idWm from 
OM ad ol the eoutry to uotiMr. We do at know W thow m 
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ihiiigi jynPHMMihiiig thaio, wan seen iin Britain whan lipai the 
LoodoaEi area fifteen to twenty lalths of people e^wouatafi to 
tha oanntry-Bide. We .would not like .to believe it. For, that 
would Iw eontnidicting the exaltation of the human apirit that baa 
enahled thaaa Awo paoplea :to defend their aoura integnty. -Ono may 
bo imdona to :know of ihe many influenaea that have iholped to 
moidd this beraic condnat. One can, howevevi aay with a eeriain 
amount of aaanamoe that iitate policy has had .aomethiug to do in 
mnHnng and atreqgthening civilian moxmla. In India to our wiiahittttne 
aad to the eonfnaion of the tcifiers, and of .tlieir various wohemea. 
aivifian morale hm been shown to be at .a low 'ebbi unsnstainad as 
it ia by onooutagement or hdlp :from the State. If one seeks for the 
eauMi of this ddi^ in SUte and so^ty in India be is tbronght 
into the heart of Nie unnatuBal relation that aaiets betwaan tbaae 
two ia this country. The St a te in India is sinder the ooaMl of 
non-indian personn^, which in .its vanity and aonceit and in its 
ignoranee the deeper inqikations of our Jiiulti<«61ouiad 
lifei most fad when conditions ol ** total war** challange their aosago* 
manta Cor dehmee and offense. This is wliat has happened in India. 
Challenged by the aspiring impanafiaDi of Getmany jynd Japan Bataan 
is on ^ deCenoive. It is too earl 3 *^to diagnose ^e malady that has 
disaUed British ndminiatratora and '"planters.** An American weekly, 
7\W, has stung its eriticism at am **effete» hyper- oivlHsed" society. 
This appears to he an cver-simpliication. The bm'aanccacy and the 
“Planter Baj*' that have failed so woefully in the East come fram 
the same social strata that has been dencionstraiiDg in Britain tlio 
grandeur of human dignity. The difference between the fog over Britain 
and the sunshine over the East does net explain the diffireDoe in the 
behaviour of these two classes of men. We are inclined to believe 
that the explanation of this difference is to be found in the fact 
that in Britain the ruling classes draw their strength and sustenance 
from tha heart of their country, while in the East they recline on 
the hills heedless and contemptuous of the world about, umesponsive 
to the deep stirrings in the people’s life, repelling the people by their 

pride. Admiral Thomas Hart, Chief of the U. B. A. Pacific Fleet, 

by a single comment has thrown a flood of light on tlia whole 
problem of racial conceit and estrangement, of white versus the 
black, the brown, and tlie yellow. Ho said that much of the 

“Phillippine problem" is to he traced to “the sniffy attitude taken 

by the whites towards their little brown brothers." This is a final 
judgment. 

And nothing that has happened in India during the last few 
months has helped to take away or blunt the sting of this pridob 
and the distrnst boro of conceit. British politicians 
who have to do with India, heeded by the Bemtary 
India, have failed in India to satisfy 
legitimate ambitions, to appeal to the self-respect of the 
country. In things big, in tbi^ small, the same failure of spirit 
and praetiee mark their conduct— in ^onouncing or making oonstiintioo- 
al or administrative changes in India, in doing a little propaganda 
on b s bslf of their own ways. In the last volnme of the Annuai 
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Segitier, we eiUed attention to ''TallKing Points’* on India drealated over 
world, by the British Ministry of Information specially in the 
United ^tes. These were a mixture of truths, half-truths, and untruths, of 
suggestibility and interpretating, that is more dangerous than frank 
falsehood* During the period iindcr leview Mr. Amery, Beoietary of 
State for India, was an actor in a hroad-cast scenario arranged for 
the education of the people of the United States. A number of U. 8. 
eittaens aslrad certain questions, and the Secretary of State for 
India, was put up to answer these. The first question pot .was 
"what taxes, direct or indirect, does India pay towards the British 
Government ?" Mr. Amery in reply was thankful for the oppoxtonity 
tn remove "so extra-ordinary a misconception" as was implied* in the 
question ; neither India nor any other part of the British Empire 
did pay any tax. in tliis crude faehion. The profits of modem im- 
perialism are hid under other disguises. It was no part of 
Amery's to educate his U. 8. hearers on the tricks of this trade ; 
he did> not tell fdiem wherefrom his country got the initial 
capital for pioneering modem industrialism^ that has' been exploiting, 
the wmdd'S resources for about two centuries for the benefit 
of a tihy island in north-east Atlantic. Mr. Amery sought to 
turn thoi taUe on the questioner by sayii^ that the British Gknrem- 
ment mode a oontributfon of several millions of dollars a year to 
the miUtary defence, of India. It was nofi in his brief to say that 
for about half a century India has been mads to pay about seven 
to eight crores of mpess a year — about 26 miiUon dollars— for 
infiat^ pay, pension aasd other expenses ot 60 to 70 thousands el 
British soldiers and their officers’ cadre— a sum which spread over 
these years could have built up tbs most up-to-date modem war- 
mariiinsr-army, navy and sir force — foi* India’s necessities of defence 
and ofitanso. 

The second question was — '*ls it tme that the Vieero)- of 
Indie dsolared war against Germany without reference to the people 
of India Mr. Amery was as sleek in his reply 
to this question, fie apiK*ared to suggest that the 
* oonstiiutioBal poaHion of India was like unto that 
of the State ol Uiali— deciai’alitjn of war by the 

Federal Government at Washingiim "Biitonmticaflv** brought Utah into 
the war. This was also Canada’s position up to 1214 ; this has 
remained India's in 1239. Mr. Aiuer>’’s comparison makes Loi'd 
Linlithgow the Aected rukr of India just as rresident Roosevelt 

is of the United States of America — chosen by the votes of the 
whole people every four years, and seeking their suftrage at the end 
of every four years ! fie informed his hearers that the Governor- 
General and Governors in India took "all possible steps tef keep 
Indian political leaders informed of tlio march of events." 0e had 
nc time to elaborate on ilieir leacUon to this information. Me had 
no time to infiiet on them, as he often does iqion us, a liistorieal 

disqnieitioD on what Britain hat gained l^y pushing India into the 

p r esent war, and what she would have lost if India had been 
allowed to remain neutral just as another unit of the British 
Imperial System— Eire— has Imn allowed to do so, and another— the 
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Union of South Africa — threatened to do. The third qaestion was — 
'*why does not Britain grant India Dominion Status now ? Does 
she intend to do so and when ?" Mr. Ainery s replies were quite 
plansible. Britain, engaged in a life- and -death struggle, could not bo 
expected to go into the complexities ot a great constitutional change. 
She has been promised Dominion Status. "The various main elements in 
India's national life" have refused to work the Federal Scheme 

embodied in the 1935 Act. In the future these have to agree 
amongst themselves and take Dominion Status. Unfortunately even 
now they cannot agree. The fourth question was— “How does British 
policy of making way for Home Rule fit in with the imprisonment 
of Pundit Nehru ?" Mr. Amery replied that it was “law" that did 

it. The fifth and last question was — “what change has the war 

made in India regarding support of or opposition to the British 
defence effort ?" The reply was that the support had not been 

“affected by the manoeuvrings of Indian politicians against each other 
or by their criticism of the present syskra of Government in India.*' 
Mr. Amery talked of the expansion of the Indian army from 
“2,00,000 to 7,50,000" which will soon be “a million." The recruits 
were all “volunteers" ; there was a **iong waiting list." India’s young 
navy and air force have been worthily playing their pail ; she has 
developed a vast industrial machine for war supply. These facts 
constituted “the best answer" to the question. It ought to satisfy 
all. Mr. Amery at least was satisfied. Fortunately, in September, 
1941, Malaya could not be thought of ! 

As in the small matter of propaganda against India, so in the 
big matter of constitutional re-arrangement and administrative changes 
the British Government could only do the little thing. 
On its behalf Mr. Amery presented to the House of 
Qenctars Execn- Commons on July 22, 1941, a “White Paiier'*, 
tlve Comicil announcing the enlargement of the Governor-General's 
Executive Council and the establishment of the “National 
Defence Council" with representatives from “British India" and **indian 
India" — the Indian States. By this sttp the niimhcr of Indians in 
the Executive Council was increased from three to eight ; an Indian 
was appointed Additional Defence Secretary to the Government of 
India. A “separation" of the portfolio of Law and Supply, of Commerce 
and Labour ; a “division" of the portfolio of Education, Health & 
Lands into separate portfolios of Education, Health k Lands, and 
Indiana Overseas ; the 'creation" of two new portfolios — Civil Defence 
and Infoimation — this separation, division and creation was responsible 
for introducing into the Executive Council of the Governor- General 
"a team of ability and experience which it would he difficult to rival 
in India or indeed elsewhere", to use Mr. Amery 's words. There was 
no pretence that any “constitutional changa'' was involved in the 
new arrangement. The Law Member was an old institution, about 
100 years old when Thomas Babington Macaulay was first appointed. 
Sir Muhammad Zafarulla bad combined with his duties as Law Member 
the work of war supply ; with bis impending ap^intment as a judge 
of the Federal Court of India, the duties were ^furcated : Sir Sultan 
Ahmed was appointed Law Member and EfirHomi Mody, the BomW 
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industrial magnate, was apiK)int^ Supply Moiiil)er. As biograplier of 
the lata Sir Fheroxcsh h Mehta, the now Supply Member had intro- 
dueed himself into tlio public* life of India since urban he was )>een 
forging ahead as a power in the financial and industrial life of western 
India. Sir Bamaswatni .Mudaliar retained his membership for .Commerce, 
while the new portfolio for Labour went to Sir Feroze Khan 
Noon who was recalled from his oihce as High Commissioner 
for India at London. Sir Feroze has won this lewaid 
as an apologist of British rule in the U. S. A. and Canada, as 
also with the help of Sir Sikauder Hyat Khan who has been credi- 
ed with forcing this protege 6f his on Lord Linlithgow. The old 
portfolio of Edneation. Healthy Lands A Overseas India has undesgone 
the taam transformation— Education. Health A Lands in eharge -of 
one ommber. Hr. Nalsni Banjan Sarkar, and Indioas Overseas in 
charge of Hr. Hadhav Srihari Aney. This was held h>* Sir Oirija 
Sankar Bajpai who was Agant^Oaneral-designate df the Govemnnot 
of India to the United States. Sir Oirija left his oonntry noder a 
oload of popular disapproval for Ats part tn the Indo-Bnnaa Immigration 
Agreement Hr. Nalini Banjan fiarkar has risen from "the street.*' to use 
his own words, to positions of aflluence and Tesponsibility. He weired 
his afpreatioerililip in Insurance busmess under the late Suceedra 
Nath TagoM. and rose to be the Oeoeral Manager of the Co-opera- 
tiso Handusthon Life Insuraace Co. of Calcutta, one of the leading 
LHe otteee in India under Indian control and management. As a 
lientenant of tlw late C. B. Das whom his countrymen esB 
DmiMbtmihu — friend of his peo|de — he organised many of the 
epeetawdar victories in Swarmjict politics. He was Finance Minister 
in the first ^antonomy ministry*^ in Bengal under Moulri Faslul 
Hnq. Hr. Hadhav Srihari Aney has been one of the pillars of the 
Tili^ SchocI of Pciitios in India— 'Besponsive Co-operation** — opposing 
whm one aoiigt. oo-epecating with Uie Govenunent when one can 
do so with eelf«vespect ; making the fullest use of half-hearted ivititicBl 
changes and never relnsing the pressure for more. With this belief 
Hr. Aney ban not laUed to reconrile his leadership in the Non- 
eo*operation and Civil Disobedieoce Movements. His acceptance of a 
portfolio under Lord liniitligow was. however, the end of a 
natural evolurion. The leadership o1 Uie Legislative Assembly has 
added dignity to it. As a thuf* Indian politicians he commands 
universal raspeei. Tbo two newly -cieAied portfolios of Civil Defence and 
Information went to Mr. Baghavendra Bao ai^ Sir Akliar Hydari respectivclv . 
Mr. iUghavendraJUo haspiMed through strange transfoiiuations io his 
political life. Beginiung political life as a rising hope ^ the Svvaraj Party, 
oiganizod by C. B. Dis, Matilal Nehru, and Vithalbhai Patel, he 
soon left or outgraw ‘ its *'olisti'nctive*' tactics, officiated as Homo 
Member in the Central Provinces A Berar, and its Goveinor ; was 
translaied to London as an adviser to the Secretary of Slate for 
India. His experience of Geimair'hoiiihiog and of ineth^s adot>ted in 
Britain must have been an added quslification for his choice. But 
he was a sick man when he joiiied his post ; therefore he could 
not imprees his personality on this new work. Sir Akbar Hydari's 
choioe was the einngest of alL A man w*ho had gone from the 
Flnanee Department of the Government of India to eet right the 
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fiamaef the Niwm*t State and had done it, the man who 
wee Uw oe^aniaer of the Osmania University, who was Prime Minister 
of the State for years— to be placed in charge of the war propa- 
ganda of the Government of India was an indication that the Anglo- 
Indian bureMcraey has had, to put it mildly, no sense of proportion. 

The apfiec iation by the Indian public of this act of Lord 
linlithiow, was tepid, though it was the result of 1 1 months’ patient 
, eearch for a way and a means by which ' Indian 

opinion could be brought more intimately into 
fw— ea eye-naii association with the Administration in all matters 
oonneeted with «var fdroit.” The leaders of the 
Indian National Congxess— the cliLi txiionent of "the ideals for India 
which we eorselves share** to quote Mr. Amery's words, were 
indiffflieot. The AU-India Muslim League was angry. The Sikhs who 
maimed the Army of India with glory to themselves and their 
oonntry thnmgh a statement made by seven of its leading and 
repressnlstive men expmsed their exasperation that no Sikh could be 
taken Into the Easeutive Council. The AlMndia Hindu Maha Sabha 
weloossed the step. The Non-Party leaders in the expression of 
indhridnal opinions were non-appreciative, some were sneering. These 
man had co-operated with the bureaucracy through the storms and 
stresses of India's expanding political life ; many ot them had helped 
to strem^heii it The opinion of these men. the least common 
denoninator of Indian f^ng and ambition, can be accepted as a 
mss sees of the unsatisfactory nature of the arrangement. The Bt. 
Honlile Mr. Y. 8 Srinivasa Sastri declared : "The Government 
have neither etengtheoed their posiUon nor met the people's demands 
in ths slightest de^pm" The Bt. Hon*ble Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
prssiding over the Non-Party Leaders' Conference held at Poona on 

Jnly 96, 1941 said : " mere multiplication of the number of Indian 

msmbats will not produce that psychological effect on tho Indian 
mind." The Bt Hon'ble Mokunda Bam Jayakar in course of his 
apaeeh moving the first resolution of the Poona Conference, 

sised np tho achievement of Lord Linlithgow : **Wo have 
got si^ Indians in place of three. No new departments have 

boHi tnnsierred from Englishmen to Indians. In the depart- 
ments which wars under Indians before, instead of one 


man working three men will work now." He gave a rough estimate 
of the frah financial bnrden that would be imposed for nursiDg this 
'Israin wave" of the horeaueraoy. Five to eight lakhs of rupees hy 
way of salary to the new members ; two crores of rupees to enable 
the new members to carry on their "increased" work. The plea of 
"increased" work has b^n pot forward for this bifurcation of the 
many departments. Curionsly enough the clepartmente' that have been 
•tthjseled to this process are the ones that have been or ought to be 
least affested by t^ war. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapm drew attention to 
thte aspeet of the question, and ito real aignificancs. 


Mm is imsiMsd to esk wUibsr Ills oidy In testate which 
mharto hcM hy Iodises that thsrs is eoegcMion of week sod wbslhsr ths 
iHsMli which was held by BegliA we wlys s i, ths ClfJI ,8miw, aswsiy. 
sen Bwns sod FioanesL had eot had sddliisesl work. If tbs dcportaMotsl 
im mnmwTl Sum bs seiprlssd if it did not torn oet tbal work in the 
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Defcnce, Fiimnee unci Commniiicfttions depurtmenU bM inereoed .Thii proecM 

of diviMioii Hlioiild not have been confined to the depertraeiits which were held 
by Indinns. The mcAnin;; of it wee obvioiie. 'Ihe three i^tfolioe of Finance, 
i^efeiirc nnd Homo nre portfolios with which power is associated, and with which 
initiation of policy is associated.** 

In his July 22ncl speech Mr. Ainery had spoken of the new 
memhors lioiiig *'a5 representative of and as responsive to public opinion 
as the refusal of the Indian National Congress and 
mrtetiee** oflacw Muslim League to co-operate makes possible." 

meinbers~>not Having during the next seven days surveyed and 

their represent- understood the wide disapproval in India of their 

ative character administrative changes, he struck on another key. 

This l^e did on August 1 initiating the debate on 
the **R:port stage of the India and Burma Estimates." He harped 
on the "individual competence" of the new members more than four 
times in the course of his small speech. "Individual co-operation in 
the war otiorb" ; "Indian public men who as individuals were by 
thoir ability or essentially representative character best fitted to 
strengthen the Government "men whom he (Lord Linlithgow) believed 
individually bist fitted for the work in hand "the important thing 
was to find a team of individual competence." In his July 22nd 
Kp 30 ch Mr. Ainory had spoken of associating with India's war effort 
"representatives of all infiuontial sections of the community which 
wore ready to co-operate." On August 1, he dropped that plea. Why ? 
Had it an> thing to do with ^Ir. Mohammad Ali Jinnah^s challenge 
questioning the right of the Muslim members of the Executive Council 
and of the "National Defence Council" to represent anybody but 
themselves ? He made good his challeugo by compelling three of the 
four Preniiors of the "autonomy ministries" which still functioned, to 
resign from the latter body. They happened to be Muslims, and 
they accepted the Muslim League writ, one of tl^m, the Bengal 
Premier, Moulvi Fazlul Huq, undor violent protest against Mr. Jinnah's 
hectoring ways. 

Mr. Amcry's climb-down was not a difficult one. British policy 
in India so far as representative and responsible government was 
concerned had been built op the theory that the 
“There ie no individual in India did not exist ; he had no separate 

Indie*' existence except in and through his communal group. 

It has never encouraged an all-India feding. Mr. 
Amery in a moment' of forgetfulness might have spoken of India 
First* That was post-prandial rhetoric indulged in a reetaorant. In 
the grave and sedate atmosphere of the House of Commons, with aU 
the weight of his office heavy on his shoulders, where ho was 

required to do a oortoin amount of tight rope-dancing, balancing Ih# 

Hindu against the Muslim, he has to give anthenlie voios lo British 
policy. This he did in the speech under notice when he dedaied : 
^ere is no India as there is a Belginm or Hdlaiid, for fnetanes," 
He did not elaborate the theme. He could have done it by enying that 
there is no Indian ; there is Hiodn, Sikh and Mnslim, S eh s d n led oaites and 
Ohristians, Prinoss and their subjeots. As there is no India, there 
eould be no Indian entitled to take part in roling hie eo nnir y as a 
leprecIHitative of the Indian people. He een be i oeomni o d i l i d in Ihg 
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fliiborduiate seats of the mighty if he agreed to come there as a 
Hindu or a Muslim or a Sikh or a Scheduled casteman or a 
Christian. The Minto^Morloy "reforms” laid the foundation of this 
**comniunal raj ” In response to the Muslim League Deputaticm (190G) Lord 
Minto underlined tlio cngineeiing of this structure. By his cliallenge 
Mr. Jinnah has only reminded Lord Linlithgow of the "charter” of 
separatism. The present generation of public men in India should be 
recalled to the source of the evil that has been ix>i8oning India’s political life. 

**1 am niiirely in accord with you. ...T am ns firmly coiivinctHl ns 1 holieve 

you to be that any elet'torul rcpreHoiitiitioii in India would he diMinuHl to miKchicvous 
failure which aini(*il at ^raiitiiif' a |>fraonnl ciifrnnchiHrmciit icunrdloM of the 
belicfB and traditions of the com in unities composing the (Hipulalioii of liidiH." 


Wo have taken note of Mr. Jinnah's outburst against Lord 
Linlithgow for daring to "cavass memh.»rs of the Muslim Loague” "over 
Tba 7'jBi«vraa]lBes of the loader and the oxecutivo of the party”, 

tbo iaaS^uaey It was a quarrel hot ween two "confident friends”, 
®**h«Jnly British or Anglo-Indian and Muslim. Its puhlio dis- 
caanfaa gaiety of tlie world. It was an 

one-sided affair. Mr. .linnah was allowed to do all the talking. 
But before we go into the details of this interesting episode, we 

should like to keep trace of the disap|>ointmonts that overtook the 

hopes of Mr. Amcry in announcing in the last week of July with 
so much flourish the news that there would ho 8 Indians in the 
Governor-General of India’s Executive Council of 11 members ; it 
presaged "a change not indeed in tlie form of the constitution hut 
in its spirit.” The "change” has reinaiuod unappreciated by the Indian 
public since it was announced. Our piople a'^so.^ned its true value 
as a sort of window-dressing required to holster up a declininj' 

business. It took three months for the public in Britain to realize 

the pretence and unreality of the whole thing. Tlie Titneit, "ancient 
defender of British Baj and all its work,” gave expression to this 
realization in the last week of November, 1941. It said ; 

**Not|iiiig could he lost, and much more Hymi>stliy could be won by a deter- 
mined and underatsmliiiK cfToit to brini' more of ilic Indittii leaders into s 

reofHMisible share in the tasks of (loveriirociit Direct pariicipation in respoiis- 

ibility is the only true basis of democracy 


A three months' trial has proved that the multiplication of 
Indian members, a waste of Indian money, havo failed. Tjord Beaver- 
brook is a pillar of the present Britisli Ministry, 
its l^Iinistor of Production. lie controlled the 
oat-spskea EvcmtKj SfawUtnL The exposure by this paper of 
Lord Linlithgow’s failure was cruelly devastating. 

• to pretend that India is iiiiiterl irehind the Viceroy’s prcoeiit t»oUciet it 

the most pitiful of follies, and that atatearoaiiship would bn bankrupt if in such 
circumstances it did not attempt to escsfie from the deadlock.” 


1 hese criticisms we have learnt through experience to appreciate 
as indicating no more than haphazard attempts to diagnose a deep 
-seated disease. There ie no wide conviction in 
Briuin that Inaia bold, the key to her exiatenca 
rshita.** ^ ^ gTfmt Power in the modem world, that failure 

to reconcile India's eclf-reepeet with Britaio’e oeeeeei* 
would diempl her Empire. Even members of the Ghurohill 
11 
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OoverDinent who have this convictioD are powerless to influeoeo Hieir 
eolleagaes and 8up()orters in (avonr of an 'Vet of faith*' in. Delation 
to India. The episode of the ‘*Atl;iotic Cbarher" exposed the weakness 
of their position, and demonstrated the strength of Tssiad interests 
that have been growing fat and flabby by living on dividends from 
India and which feel that they could not have t h e s e amenities if 
they lot go their grip on India. Mr. Winston Ghorehiliv the Hhtish. 
Premier, who is co-draftsman with Presid^^nt Boosevelt of the 
Atlantic Charter," is an upholder of the traditions of BritiBh KIs 
that have been built on the administration and exploitation of ]b& 
*'which are parts of the same duty in the Government of in^'* 
to quote the words of the late Lord Curson who was GeveEsoff* 
General in this country, in the opening years of this century. It 
was hoped that Mr. Churchill’s signature to the **Atiantie Chaster" 
bore witnesfj to a chango in his outlook, that the deadly pool in 
which his country stood It ad widened bis vision. Tbs *^Chavtev^ 
defined "certain r-ommon principles in the national polieiee. of tMr 
respective countritts ( U. S. A. and Britain ’ on whieh they base 
their hopes for a bettor future of the world." It was pobUshed 
to the world on August 14, 1U41. Its "8 Points'* ran aa follows : 

*First, their coiinirieii seek no syKeiidiscment^territorial or other. 

*be<;ond, they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with Iks 
freely *exi)reeeed wishes of the iteoples cAiicerncd. 

^^Thtrd. they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of governiaent 
under which they will live ; and they wish to see sovereign rights and stif-govcni- 
nent restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them. 

^Fourth, they will endeavour, with due ree|iect for their suiting obligationa 
to further the enjoyment by all Siatee, great or small, victor or vanquislMx), of 
access on equal terms to trade and to the raw materials of Uic world which art 
uicded for their economic nrosiierity. 

‘‘Fifth, they desire to bring alKiut the fullest collalmration between all nations 
in the economic field with the object of securing for sll improved labour ataudarda, 
economic ndvancemeut and social aecurity. 

*Bixth, after the final destruction of Nazi tyranny, they hope to oee eetablitiicd 
a peace which will afford to all nations the means of dwelling in eafety within 
their own boiindsries, and which will afford assurance that all men in all laada 
may live out their lives in freedom from feer and want. 

“Seventh, such a ))cace should enable all men to traverse the high teas sad 
oceans without hindrance. 

“Eighth, they believe that all nations of the world for realistic ae well as 
spiritual rcasoua rousi come to the abandonment of liie use of force. Bines no 
future peace can be maintained if land, sea or air armaments continue to ho 
employed by nations which threaten or may tlireatcii aggresfuon outside of 
their irontiere, Uiey believe, pending the eatahlishment of a wider and permanent 
eyatem of general security, that disarmament of such nations le eeasntlal. They 
will likewlee aid and encourage all other practicable measiiree which will ligliten for 
peace-loving peoplee thq^crueliing burden of armament'* 

Tha Press of Britain, of the United States, bubbled over with 
joy at this vision of a. new heaven under which there would be a 
. . .« earth. India's politically-ininded people who ramem- 

hered the late Preeident Woodrow WUron'e "Fourteen 
BffUmUonf Pointai" — the hopes raised by them all the world 
over, and of th^ betrayal by the victoriona powera 
—the majority amongat them wore aeeptioal. They were not mis^ 
aaanred by the atatement of the XJ. 8. A. SeeretiMry of Slate (lor 
Fbieigii ASairs). Mr. OordeU Hidl, that the betic priDsiplae aad 
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^ 01wrehiIl«»B<)oi«V6lt daelSmlkm yfU 9 ''qiutmmI 
» Miir pCMiM tpilifitftiott'' ; nor by ihat.mii^ in. oomw^ol' %. rpioeh 
deliwi^ by tbe Be^y Ptemier. of BriUin# Mr. ABoe* nl n leoofilioii 
giroD him on Angnrt 16, by the Weti ACrieui stndonts in London. 

- in thft dceinrnlionn wbleb li’nvn beru made on bobntC of 

tbo of tbit mniry on ntr toy tnfcpcetlifNi ilmt ibe Iftodom tnd toeiti 

atcnr^ tewhlcb re fight e^uld be denieti to any of the racft of mankind 

, *?i**!?*y * fwiTileged to aniioniiee a deelatation of fvrinciplea wbieh 
apply, 1 beiicvo, to all toe peoples of the world ** 

Thaae acepBea bad not bng to wait The London Boanomint 
bad aaid that as there were ‘‘incODsistenciea as well as obaenrities in 
*ff*-Tfaaa app irta text" of tho “Charter"; they need to 1^ elari- 

ahy* let a n In* fied ; otherwise “there may well be disastrous diver- 
geneea of interpretation in the hour of victory.” These 
*****""*® divergences could not, however, wait so lo^. They 
appeared almost on the morrow. Kfr. Churchill was, of course, fervent 
ns one of the ma)or prophets whao in a world broad-east made on 
August 25, ha appeared to ri-e on his pinions to hail the vision of 
worid-leadership by the Engli^h-sfieaking nations. 

This was a mcaiiiig which marks for ever in the raitea of Hiatory the taking 
np by the Engliah-ayieakinK nations, amid all thia tml, tumult and confuaion, of 
ildanse of the fortunea of the broad toiling tnaasea in all continenta, and oar 

E eNirt without any clog of arlfisb iiiiercst to lead them forward out of the 
ca into which they have been plunged, hack to the broad, high road of 
freedom tiod iuatiee. 

niiia k the highest honour and the mmt glorious opportunity which could 
ever have come to any branch of the htiioaii rat*e. Wlien one lieboldo how manjy 
enireoti of egtraordinarj and terrible eventa have flowed together to make this 
hanaoay, eren the moat ncepticsl |)erson must have a feeling that wt all have a 
ebaaea to play our part and do our duty in lome great design, the end of which no 
moftal eaa foreaee. 


The attempt to fiy to the ethereal region of the English-speaking 
nations playing the part of “Big Brother** to the other nations of 
the world was not as idealistic as the world was 


**Tee4ril #l asked to believe. In the last three volumes of the 

fisas fllalilides" Annual Jinjister w« have tried to trace the evolu- 

tion of this new imperialism. But to rSturn to the 
“AtlanNc Charter." Commander King-Halls National Niws-Lctter had 
characterised the programme embodied in it at “out of date before 
the ink was dry on the signatures." The Church Commission of 63 
membera representing the various sects of U. S. A. Protestantism 
made in the first week of October, 1941, their “first formal comment" 
OB ibe Boosevelt-Churcbill plan — “it is too full of pious platitudes." 
The last hne of Point 6 had been lifted bodily from President Eoosevelt's 
inangurat* address to the **77 th Congress.’* These constituted the 8rd 
A filh “freedoms'' of bis text. They then presented, clause by 
ekuie, a criUctsm of the “8-Poipis'* declaration. This is too long to 
quota. That on P^ts 4 A 8 is interesting and is quoted below : 


**Quite ieadugvsle, beeause 'the V. 8. A. has to Uie past tresisd our foreiga 

tmde ns though it k of no Icgiiimsie coiictru to sny oos but onrselvsi.* Unless 
OoBgiem shows thot it has changed iu stUtude, thk peiat *will bs veedvsd with 

pats snfi wuianlsfi sssptkkm." 

**TImss saa atm hs assored msialy by seeking to icsme wnmmmt ssslaal* 
vsN far thass aatioas which are so ssikM that they aesk only to malnishi ihs 
sMm gaa This was the grsst illnswa of ▼nssillss ** 
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In India also neither the faithful ncr the sceptics bad to Trait 
yfor long. The natural question had lein asAcd — **does the ‘Atlantic 
^ , Charter’ apply to India,” just as on the outbreak of 

iBdta M of the* present war tlie question was asked — “where 

‘Mat Declaration’* India which was made a l^elligcrent without 

lier consent stand in relation to all the high-sound- 
ing words al)Out freedom and democracy which Britain and her Allies 
were hurtling through the air in justifying their opposition to Ger- 
many "T The Chamberlain Government failed to give in 1939 a satisfac- 
tory reply ; so has the Churchill Government failed to give a satis- 
factory reply in 1941. For more tlmn three weeks the London Gov- 
ernment and its “suhortjinate branch” at lb Ihi-Siinlu kept silent. But 
the silence was not (?asy to maintain for long. So Mr. Churchill 

who had not opened his lips on the subject of India duiing his 
more than 19 months’ tenuro as Premier of Britain and had been 

blamed for this silence — unusual for a master of the English language 
as he was — at last broke silence. This ho did in course of a “war 
review” made in the House of Commons on September 9, 1941. He 
began with the story of the meeting in the heart of the Atlantic ; 
how in July the President of the U. S. A. had expressed a desire 
that ho would “welcome” a metJting with the Brilifih Premier to “survey 
the entire W'orld position in relation to the settled common interests 
of our countries”. This led to a discussion of the *'Joint Declaration” 
— what it meant and what it did not. Mr. Churchill advised us 

that “when two parties have agreed on a statement one of them 
shall not thereafter, without consultation with the other, proceed to 
put special or strange interpretations upon this or that sentence.” 

This must have meant (hat what ho was saving on the occasion 

was done after consuKation with “the other” signatory to the '‘Joint 
Declaration” ; otherwise llm advice was pointless. Though this is 
difficult to reconcile witii the words that followed immediately : “1 
propose, therefore, to speak only in an exclusive sense”. Does the 

phrase “in an exclusive sense” mean that Mr. Churchill was putting his 

own exclusive” interpretation on the “Atlantic Charter,” thereby 
breaking his wise ad\ico ? Doesn’t President Roosevelt by his silence 
support of the Churchill interpretation endorse the repudiation of his Foreign 

Secretary by the British I’roniier ? Then ho proceeded to say what 

the “Joint Declai'ation” did not mean. Firstly, it did “not try to 
explain how the broad < principles proclaimed by it are to be applied 
to each and every case.” Secondly, 

*T'be Joint l%larilion does not qualify in any way the various atatemsDU 
of policy whic|i have been made from time to lime about development of 
eonatiiiiiional government in India, Burma or other |wrta of the Britlah empire. 
We have uledgA by the Declaration of Augnat, 1940 to help India to obtain free 
and equal partiierahip in the Hritiih Cummoiiwealth of Barca sohieet, of eouree, 
to the fuiiilmciit of the obiigationa ariaing from our Iona connection with India 
and our rea|>otiaibtli(iea to its many creeds, racea and Inteietia. Burma alao it 
covered by our considered policy of eatnblishuig Buram's adU^goverament by 
mensurca nlieady in progress. 


The bringiiig in of the topic of India into this pirl 
of the speech does sot fit in welUinto this past of bis 
•gimUlM text. It appears to be locoed into it. Then Mr. Chsisdbill 
prooesded to explain whal the “Atianie Charier** dii mssn 
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*At the Atlantic meetine, wa bad in mind primarily tba estcnaion of Nie 
aorereigoty, aelf*gOTerniiient and national life of tlie Statca and tiationa of Europe 
now under Naci yoke and the prinetplea which would govern any alteraHoiia in 
Cerritoriai boundariea of eoontriea which may have lo be made. That ia Quite a 
aeparate pidblem from the progreaaive evolution of aelf-govtrniiig inatitnttona In 
regiona whoae peopiea owe allegiance to the British Crown. We have made 
declarationa on thoae mattera which are complete in ibemselvea, free from 
ambiguity, and related to the conditioiia and circumstances of the territortea and 
peopiea affected.^ They will be found to Ite entirely in harmony with the conception 
of freedom and iuatice which inspired the joint declaration. 

This clear-cut interpreUlioo of the ^'Atlantic Ciini ter" disappointad 
a few in India, exasperated the many» and stn'ngtliened the poaition 
Indian Central f'he sceptics and the cynics. The expression of these 

LefUlatnre con- various fet-iings found a forum in tho Indian Ijt'gis- 

demna Churehill'e Jativo Assembly on October 2!*, 1941. when Moulvi 

Interpretation Abdur Basiioed Chowdhury (Assam, hlahonimodan) 
moved his resolution. 

•‘That the Assembly rroommendrs to the Ciovcriu>r-(i< ncriil in Council t!»al 
immediate steps he taken to pive idert, in the case of India also, to the joint 
decision of the Uiitish rreinicr and the I’risident of the Uniud Ststes of America 
comnioiilv known as the AtlHiilic Charter for euating a new woild wnr.*' 

The mover of this resolution apix^artd to bo apologetic in his 
utterances which can be explained by the atmosphere of hostility 

Linlithgow Oover- emanating from liis fellow -members, furious with ano- 
nmeiit's faelplosa- tber example of liypoi risy in big!) places in the 
aess A Mr. Alloy’s British Government. Almost till tbo speakers brought 
cytilcitm cup-bonrds (»f inste.ry the many ins- 
tances of ^‘promises uttfiicl to tho vat's and brolan in the spirit". 

Mr. .lamnadas Mehta from Bombay, and Piitutit LakHliuii Kanta 
Maitra from Bengal, were b|)ccially coruscating in their invectives. 
Both of them appeared to feel the insult, the latter sjKjeiullv, imjilied in 
the recommend at ion that iheir nation sliould be going witti the begging 
bowl for frecdon), for iSuaru}, to kndt rs of r.lim nations. But despite 
this anger and resentment the dominatiig s};irit of tlw debate appea- 
red to be marked b\ scepticism and <>nirinu. Tlie Irarier of the 
House, ^Ir. Madiiav Siihari Aney, si»eaking on Indiiilf of Ihn Govern- 
ment, frankly stateci that “constituted as we are ' the members cannot 
expect the Government of India to "furiii i>r exiaess its own conclu- 
aions on the floor of this House. ' He recoguised that tho Churchill 
statement hail created jxisition of ambiguity" on tho practical 
application to India of tlie general prin4ipli.s broadcasted through the 
“Atlantic Charter” ; his own “inferem-e was that they (Mr. Churchill 
and iTesident Roosevelt) wure probaldy nhrring to thoae countries 
which huve lost their hi. idem in fuuiiiie of this war." He would not, 
however, be dogmatic ; tlusc who hod signed it were the “proper 
persons lo say wliai was in iheir D'.inds". “Otbirs”, the rest of us 
who were u;akir;g so much noise, “can only intirpret it in the light 
of dictionaries and grammar and othir things." Tlirongh these words 
peeped out the man who has had no illusions with regard to British 
declarations and practicct^lhe hlaihatta lolitician guided by his 
never-failing realism.. 

The grave subject that has so long occupied cur attention, it 
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b tk nKef to turn fmm it, to tlio lorers* oaoml b«lw«e& Mr. 
ImmnT fsuml ffiahomed ASi Jioiioh and Lord Ltnlithgow. Wo boro 

Mwooo Mr. bod time only to lofier to it is o pceTiouo poge. 

^ Amcry-LiDlitligaw plos for the 
uoimgew expoDoios of the ktlorV Ezecotire Conodl ood the 
•etiing up of the 'Notkiool Defeneo Counctl.” Os the 20tb of July. 
1941. the Goremor oi Bomboy. Sir Boger Lumky. sroto o letter to 
Mr. Jinsoh lettiog hiis know *'tlie mtestioDs'* of Lord Lhditbgow on 
the changes he oos going to moke for “adminioirative reasons." 
Beferriog to the estabhaJ^nt of the **Vfottoiial Xlefence Cotmeir* and 
its membership of 80-*of which 9 wilt be drown from the Indian 
Stotes-^Sir Ro^r noturotlr enough took core to indicate what was 
in the mind of his immediate chief. 

“Jlie Viceroy retesrds ii as cstentitfl fbet the |rri*at Mutiliai coBuniinity aboald 
be rcpresciiwd on iliat C«iUM<nl by ttemoiie of tbe liifihctt (.roninfftce a»U i sracity. 
He hat sctordittiity foriitd tbe I'remtera of Ateam. Denial, the Punjab and Sind 
to senre ae members of it. and he baa eatendtd tavitatimis to other (Toniitienr 
Mostimt. such as bir Msbomeii Usman.^ 

This **adTance information" did not. however, soften Mr. Jinnah's 
attitude ; in bis reply to Sir Boger sent the next day he regretted 
Amery-LlBlItbgov decision ntado by the Govermnent ; he could not 
plaa will only **approve" of the Governor-General inviting “Muslim 
*'mharrmM** tbe Leaguo Premiers or any other Muslim Leaguer" 

Hosllm Ltagae knciwing full well that thin would “embarrass the 
Muslim League organisation"; he hoped and trusted that the head of 
the Administration would ‘‘avoid such a contingency" — “help" Mr. 
Jinnah's organization to avoid such a rontingeucy would have been 
the more correct thing to say . it was “hardly fair or proiv.r" that 
these gentlemer. should he “approached over the head of the presi- 

dent and the executive of the All-India Muslim League"; it would 
bring **no credit" to the Government if it succeeded in “slluriug" 
them away from their alKgiunce to their organization. In spite ot 
this note oi warning, the Covrrnmtni proceeded with their plan. 
Three Muslim public rocri^ono a member of tho Council of the All- 
India Muslim League. Sir Sultan Ahnu^l, and the other two — Sir 
Akbar Hydari and Sir Ftrozc Khun Noon— attached oitcnly to no 
Muslim politirnl organization— were apiH>intcd to. tho Govornor- General's 
Executive Council ; the rremiers of Pcngal. tire Punjab and Aasnm — 
members of Iho League — and of Sind un oupooent of t!ie League — 
\cero appointed to tho Defence Council. 

The do\ e-cots of the Muslim Lct;guc Ixi^un to augrilv buzz at 
this d« fiance of the imndate of the erganization iutiinatou to Lord 
Ms. JJimab's threat Lit^lhhgow* through the Icrter to Sir Boger Lumley. 
oT dUcipliMrry Uhc gciurul public lould not uiiuastiUid the cause or 
MtloD ePeet f ttii<.es < l this ur.ger. It km w that the Muslim 

” League had unable to accf pr the 6tb August 

C 1940 ) offer of Lord Linlithgow’, On the prosv nt occasion the scheme 
was almost “similai"— the expansion cf the Goveinor-Gcncral’a 
Executive Council and the Sitting t»p of the “National Defence 
Council"— with just n little iliflfcrcnce. This diilcreuco was brought 
out by Moulvi lazlul Buti in his letter of roigralkn ( Sept, S, 1941 ) 
of BDtinl irskip ot the Wot king Committee and ot the Council of the 
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AO-Ill^ Umbn^Iosgua HaI iMt yaar's piuposal wm eonaeioad witfrllw 
foTBoaiiM* of Ml * an expaocM; war ecmncil eompoaed of Imlian Siaiaa antf 
vppieaeBtalivos of the* variom political pirtios of India/* Tbo prastsk 
Defenao Ccmneil will, be eompj&od of Statjs a*vl ro^veiienka* 

tivcac^tbe vanotxs piooiaEceiP." Thki the Bengal FTomicr maintained, 
made % fundamiLiiital' dtffeCDnce'* between the two proposuk. On the 
present’ occasiun Ikicie were vncancies to bo t!U<^l up in pontfoSo 
of Lew and of that, charged with BiliieaiioD, Health, Eduoatioia and 
Indians Ovcseeae. Sir Sultan Ahmed, who happened be a ineaiber 
of the League Woridag Comiuittoe, was appointed to tbo fonner. 
Then was no league leoolntioa whid> stood in the way of '^any 
Hoahm Leegner sgraewig to fill up a ^st, fallen eacant under the 
Gofeesnmeah Hw conid not oome within the **miechie{'* of the League 
leaolniiou. passed en Septemlwr 2), 1940. But Sir Shitan eras 
eendemnad^’-exiTelled frcun the Iieai^'ne ; his plea in this behalf betng 
broshed. aside on **peuifle.'* So wae Begum Shah Hawaa whose 
plea that sne had been invited as **a it!t>ro!»entative of women and 
as re p w senta thre also of the PQnjah**-'\va8 called ‘chihHsh.** Sir 
Sikandae Hyad Klnn — ^Frcmier of the i^nniab and Sir liabammed 
Saadulla,. Ptefnier of As^aiu — aivod their skin hut not their faoa by 
resigning from the Deknea Council ; Moulvi Faeliil Hog alno resigned. 
But fer the temerity of publicly challenging Mn. Jinnab's antoeraey and 
arbitrary use of powifs delegated to him by the annual session of 
the League and of tlirowing other choice afljectires at him, be had 
to pay a priee. Bis compliance with the Lsi^ue resrintion did not 
save km from expulsion. For reasons uestatod Mr. Jianah did 
not touch Sir Akbar Hydari and Sir Bbroas Khan Noon. His wi^ 
wme not issued agamst them, thus taking away much from hit 
claim that bia orgaaieatioD 'Vepresented authoritatively the Mnalim 
ooramnnity'*. 

This **douieatic fued/* publicly atagnl, had its serious side also. It 
touched on the conduct of Lord Lintttbgow. When the peraormW 
**BMis ol arpelBt- oi the “National Defence Councir* was announced, 
went" Is Defence and the names of the four Premiers of the only 
Csewril-— two ‘"autonomy Ministries” in India were found in it — the 

vOTslom other eight having resigned as a protest against 
Biitish policy in India-- the queatioji was rtat orally raised— did these 
gentiemen, three ol whom happened to be members of the supreme 
exeeutive of the All-Iodia Muslim. League, did they join the Council 
in their official capacity, in virtue of Ike position they held an heads 
of Ministries V The public inooeentiy believ^ that this was so ; the 
gentlemen concerned also acted under this belief. But Mr. tTinnah'e 
angry outburst from Hyderabad (Deccan), dated Jnly 30, 1S41, that 

mombera of the League who were co-operating with the Amery»Linlitfagaw 
plan biri laid themselves open to ‘Vliaciplinary action*' told the world 
that something was wrong. The myrtery surroundiYig the matter dcarnd 
on September 26, when in pursuance of the League Working Ck»a« 
mitlee'e reeoluiion paseed on that day, both the Assam and the 
Punjab Premiers resigned frcmi the Deftnce Council.^ In their stale* 
meats on the eubieet both of them expressed “aurprtee" that the 
'*baBte of appoictmeot" to the Defence Council appeared to hay# 
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had two vur^iooH. Thoy had been told that they were to be invited 
to this now or^ganization as Protniors of their provinces. But in a 
letter wrilt^iu on July 30 iiy .the Governor of Bombay to Mr. Jinnah 
they foiiiul llu Either “boeie of nppoinimeut" stat^icl in clear language — 
they Were appoinLod as *'rei)robeDtativcH of the great Muslim commanity." 
Mr. tlinnah read out tliis letter at tiio Working Comniitteo meeting. 
The next day, July 27, a t nniHkau^que from Simla was issued, trying 
to explain thi« diserepaucy. It statod the ohvioas>-that Sir Sikander 
Hyot Khan, Sir Muhamraed Saadulia. Mouivi Fasdul -Hufj and Khan 
Bahadur Allah Baksh w<;i‘u in tlic Council as Premiers of their 
respective ]M*oviaces. But iho bureaucracy could not resist the tomptation 
of adding a no vv appeal nn l)ob air of 1 ho obvioii)^ : this they did by doing 
a little homage to the sh.‘ct -amdior of tb«ur j*olicy, to the *‘Communal 
(iod " of their own civa^ion. But the iiiigry tiod was not so easily propiti- 
at(’d. On Jul> *2H, Mr Jixmah gave to the puldic the corresi>ondi.»nce 1>et\voen 
him and tlm CiovciTiuv of Bombay. It api^eared therefrom thaA during 
a “convcr^ittti >u'' betwopn J^ord Linlitl^ow and Mr. Jinnah hokl on 
August 16, the latter Itad told the Governor-General that that was the "‘first 
time” he beurd that the Premiers had Iwcn invited to the Defence Council in 
'‘their oflicial caji.icity *'. We have quoted in a previous page an extract from 
the Boinliay (irvernor's lctt»*r indicating the policy followed. This finds fuller 
expression in the following words of tlie Government of India x-^mntuw\(iie : 

*'U cecfl witluuu »>a\big thsi in t]ip cond'ni ^iN of India it. is not pohKthlf 
to aeftarnii! in estimaiin^ tite clinraftu or com ptaii lion of imy public body the 
community or the iiidtviduul honi iiia tv|iim‘Htiitriv«‘ capacity. It waa chnrly 
daiirable. too, (bat. in a IxmIv de^ivltcd to iic na iiriiiTHlIy iTprcbfntative as waa 
prariicnlile, cure Ktioiild be taken to iiikui'c udcrpinte fcprcr'criitiiicn to the great 
Maalim comiiiunity.'' 

The writer of the ( >mmnnUim did not fool that there was any 
contradiction between this concern Tor communal representation and 
tho policy that had guided the conipc.siiion of the 
tanir— I^tjfeiico Council, expressed in his own words — "the 

whal la it due to ? allocation of the scats assigned to British India was 
primarily by •provinces.” His masters did not yet 
know that they must bo pr^P-'^^'ed to place the "first fruits” of their 
policy in iho hands of the leaders of the Muslim League before they 
could be allowed to approach the inner sanction of the community, 
la all places of pilgrimage, whether at Benares, or at Jerusalem, 
or at Mecca, there are guardians at the gates who have first to be 
satisfied with o/Terings. In high politics also where religion has been 
called in to subserve material purposes, it is part of wisdom to 
observe this rule. Failing to do so, the Amery-Linlithgow combine 
invited and received rebuff from those on whom they had fawned,” 
to use 8ir To] Bahadur Sapru's expressive language The Jinnah 
touch was more cruel — ^"'j^ccordiog to Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, 
Viceroy was double crossing him.” 

This episode was not the only symptom of Muslim League 
dissatisfaction with things as they were. It is too early to interpret 
many influences that must have worked to create the tmpasae 
that needed a "purge” of even so cpiui&tcnA a communal politician 
as Maulvi Fazlul Huq who can boast even to-day that he has been 
htdding the uaiuiar of LU commuiuiy aloft *"10 the teeth of opppeition 
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from the most highly cultured, the most organised, and the inoel 
powerful DOD-Muslim community in India * — the Bengalee Hindus. On 
the surface it appeared to be a conflict between the individual and 
the party. Whether there were impersonal forces working in the 
heart of Muslim society in India, of liberalism against obscurantism, of 
the spirit of toleration against (anaticisDi in religions thought and oonduot 
— we find few signs in the controversial literature to indicate their 
presence. Both Mr. Jinnah and the men and women whom he drove 
out of the Muslim League swore by separatist eonoeits and ambitions, 
uttered separatist slogans ; their uttenncea and activities did not show 
that they were prepared to grow out of the limitations they had imposed 
on themselves. Their attempt to capture political power, one oan 
nnderstand. But by their tactics they have created more difficulties 
for their community than they can solve. The “purge" of Muslim 
League members from the Bengal Ministry is an instance of this 
development. 

In response to Muslim Leagne aggrossiveness the Hindu Maba- 
sahba movement has been able to wean away the many progressive forces 
that went to the building up of the Indian National 
Congress, that have been trying to create unity out 
dfgalty diversities of our national life. Since the out* 

break of this war the organiaation has been doing its 
best to contribute to the success of war-efforts, frankly daeforing that 
for the advance of their community's particularistic interests— militorisa-^ 
tion and industrialization of the Hindus— “Hindndom must ally, 

unhesitatingly, in a spirit of responsive co-operation with the war-effort 

of the Government by joining tbe army, navy and air fbroet in at 

large a number as possible," to quote tbe words of Sri Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar, President-elect of the 23rd session of the Maka- 
sabba. The speech from which these words are being qnoled woe 
to have been delivered by him at Bfaogalpnr dnriog the last week of 
December, 1941. The bmreauoraoy of Bihar, however, put a bon on 
the sesuon, leaving no choice to the leaders of the Mabosabha hot 
defiance of this bon. The Chairman of the Beoeption Committee, 
Kumar Ganganand Singh of Durbangho, and its. Secretaries wwre all 
arrested. The Preaidexit-elect, the Woriung PMdent, Dr. Sbyoma- 
praead Mnkherjee, Pinance Minister of Bengal, Dr. Bfoonja, Dr. 
Sir Gokal Cband Noong, Mr. N. C. Chotteria Baja Maheswor Dayol, 
Bhoi ParamanondO, Bai Gunendnk Krishna Boy, and hnndreds of 
leading Hindus were arrested on tha way to or a^ Bhogolpiir. This 
aberration could hardly i)e explmned. The idea of Bakftd has bemi 
trotted out. Btat tbe authorities of tbe Mnbaeabha hod decided Ihol 
thw session would eondude its siUings three days before ibis Mnolin 
festival, long enough for things to settle down in that city Ofd lie 
neighbourhood. It is also to be noted that tibe foool Muslim eommn* 
nity mode no pnblio representation to Gevemmeot eipreeilng any 
apprebensian with regard to intorfermioe with the religions esraDSoniig 
eonnected with Bakrid. The offid oosn e ss ef the WhBr bnrsinsraey 
is liable to one interpietati<N»--and osw only— the interpretation Ihii 
Icmnd endi a claseic espnsisimi Ibstraigh the lips id the Idle Sr 
Bealylde FnUer, that of two wi v ee t he favowite Mndim wibefen 
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The Govornor-Omertl irhen «pproftcbed *1 CaleuttA for by 
Sir IfMiiBfttha Noth Mukherji, ex43yef Justice of the Calcutta High 
flM Maha gabka Court and President of the Bengal Hindu Maha 

ataad a yart of Sahha, is reported to have nefusad to interfere with 

all-Ia4la g^alop- a matter “which was essentially a provincial one.** 
It is self-aatisfied smugness like this that has made the 
Linlithgow regime such a dismal laihue, that drives even men like 
the Bt. Hon*ble Srinivasa Bastri to declare timt "bent and broken as 
be was in age, his sluggish Idood ran somewhat swiftly’* as he 
moved the resolnUon condemning the Bhagalpuv ban at the last 
session of the National Liberal Federation of India held at Madras on 
Deeember 26 and the succeeding da^-s. A lover of "constitutionalism*' 
that he has been all his life — even he thought that the Hindu 
leaders at Bha^pur could not have “done less under the dreomstan- 
cse." The studied moderation of his language ought to have warned 
Oovenment that matters were being allowed to go “too bur” ; that 
thgy oould not play with the "ordinary rule" which required of the 
OovseMBsnt to assist the people to" perform thdr lawful duties and 
sisrdse tbeir lawful rights This lanliUigow failure — for, the ultimate 
rsspoasibiUty of the Govemor-Genral cannot be shirked by the plea of 
a provlaeiid issue with which the Central Executive Government 
need not interfeie— will remain a count against the Administration. 
Pkom certain points of view the fight for elementary rights of citizenship 
fogght by tbs leaders of the Hindu Maha Babba aligns it with the 
Icnees represented in tbs Sktffagraha movement, guided and controlled 
by Ifah^ma tSnndhi, which has ’ shown a now way to men 4 Uid 
women lor gbe assextion of thdr dignity. Even the Muslim Iisqgue 
tbroogh iM its threats and bombast talks of imitsting the thsoigrees 
teefani^e. 


From this thni on till Japanese torses appsaesd at Penang m 
the Bay of Psm|d, when “the Jiyp had aefai^od oommand of the 
■vsedmiigsri- sir by the end of the war’s eeoond week,” these was 
slett im on e “nothing doing,” ncihing to report on any easing of 
wileiilswl- the tendon between British Imperialism and Indian 
Natioaelisfn. The 1ft days ol Japan's vietodons 
dnareh during 1942 ezpoeed before rill the world the slender hada 
oof the peaoe that Britain had imposed on this region cf the eeilh. 
Aemord and phydesl dknqdiOD of man and thinp in Mday U^t 
Wi witnessed during theee lew days has very few sefienag featnree 
ta nnbaiioe men's me y st for profiteere from imperialiesi. Evas hi 
Ihn worst days of Uiie defande radel discrimination marked the 
OBninet of pditioal and eodal ieaders in Ifalaya and Bncma. It was 
aaaa darMy hinted and made mnoh of by Jap propagandiste * that 
fai tta naa d seUlers made np lat TarioM racial and odour liom 
te Ika "Qia.d AaMP** ol Ue United NaKoHe is thia am thaai 
bal Inh maa a«t ti ffiaatedadka. tt aa nol poaaibla to Wm 
ham Hi* ohoifa to «By iadtaiOod mnmatoWr. The fcOoiriag from 
the iMioB MNr MtU dated Oaoevher 90. may help ns to 

nadantaai the aatto r in its ml aaMing: Britiah 

it iiWhaniMly toing only part af ito otoangth rt'theaa totwaid aoma, 
hMgiag wftrtMtlil fonao, inolndigg AartwHniie,- to matm.*’ to fr 
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not -for ;thA ‘lAy mftQ to gp into the raMoo or ^lOMoai lor 
tariics adopM. We Vnow that by the end of DeoemW the Britinh 
liad been ont^nambored {our-to^ene ( or noro )« out-pUnned, out* 
gunned, slater oot4aiikod/' Confronted by snob a deeperate ailuatioo 
they decided to yield all of Hali^ya "saving the Atistralians for a 
compact ehietd of men north >61 Bingapora." (Time) Thm mutt have 
bean the reason for the taotioe on ^hich eucb a sioiater interprcta* 
ikm 4108 .been placed. But tbena •cmnooi be any amner nf doulit that 
ae in the (Pearl Harbour ao in Malaya and Buima tliaro hava been 
taiinraa in comet conduct. 


The safety of Indians in Sap-inleatad areas is «l immedieto 
eonoern to us. ho>erov6r. We know liaixlly anything about how the 
G lor 7 lakhs af Jtodiaus.in Malaya have hemi faring. 
The Japanese meaed too nuiokly lot them to have 
time to evacuate. But we know what happened to 
Indiinfl in Burma- men, women and cliildcen— 10 
As ve send these pages to tlie press we Jean that 



them. 


nearly half dt Ahem bs^e fled to their souMry ; more than S6 per 
cent of them %ave ioet Aheir all; they have, jwturned to their eomitry 
in lags and depend on •the charity of their npighl^ours for their ‘daily 
needs. The ‘"Banna Boad" fri>m Lnnbio bad carried a laeange of 
hope to China, had stood as a symbol of bar unconquerable spirit. 
But ths "Bocma fioads* that went north ilir^h jungles and hlUi, 
and carried time lakhs of people to India will live mi hietory m 
symbols of dseitli and misery, Uttered with the Aioaes of men. smasn 
and cfaild r a n db e n sand of them — who died of dupase and starvatiOBv 
haunted by the inoompotanoe of officialdom add the brutality 4Bf 
Bunnana. Mr lladhav Biiliai’i Anoy who ia in charge of the port- 
folio of "Indiant Overseaa" wea rc8ix>n8ihla for armngements that oo(^t do 
have been made to make the exit of Indians as comfcirtahlo as |JcaatieaUe 
under war oondiiiona. Britidi adminiatration in Burma hipba down ; ladmm 
were left to their own devices or to the mercy Of Bunians. The repoit 
tendered by the five lakhs Uiei could arrange to come through the 
horror is not creditalde to Buiwans ; a pall has IdDen over the tote 
of the other five lakhs of Indians. The Indian mendm charged wilh 
looking after their safety and iionour could do liUJe for the relief of 
the former. Bed tape apfiuared do have halted hie aetivitiee ; ilm 
military bureaucracy wlikb rosented civilian intcrtoivnee lied its hands 
full in arranging for the retreat of tbo soldiery from Burma. The 
"No Man's Land” between India and Burma was beyond Mr. Aney'e 
jurisdiction ; bis being a |icaoc-itmo job. The ncwly-offaniaed Civil 
Defence portfolio was lianlly out of its swaddling cloth. Bo Indians*" 
men, women and cliildrcn— fled from Ihirma. And the Indo-Burma 
Agreement and the heated conirovemy gcotrated thmuLy^-sIl this 
became irrelevant. In Octolwr, 1941, ilie Central Lfgislalniu at Simla 
had debi^ on the Imt way of proteeitag tiao niatorial iaienete and 
the honour of the ten lakhs of Mians in Burma. Before Deweniber 
was out their material iuteraete be c a m e ibe pUyiliinge of tolo ; they 
toll these in mine in the towns and viUegee and the |tatli>waye of Bntmi^ 
rktiam to tho rapacity of Bormaae, and to the "aeorchid eetlli** 
poHcp Wlrruod by tho military to Buim Ihpy bad noithm tho timo 
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nor the inclination nor the power to think these, of arranging for 
their protection, JAie was more valuable. 

With this story of rain in our immediate neighbourhood, fire 
and sword st&nding at our doorn, the war in Europe receded to 
the distance that it physically has been ; its 

influence on our fate and fortunes had to be appreciated 
with an effort of intellect. The Jap was at our 
gates. And we were unprepared. The shame and 
humiliation of it made vivid our lulplessness. Lord Linlithgow could 
only dilate on the virtues and beauties of his August 8 (1940) offer ; 
make the usual appeal to the people of India to forgot their ^'domestic 
differences" and wrork togither as a whole. The National Liberal 
Federation meeting at Madras appealed both to the Government and 
the people to view the situation ** realistically", emphasising at the same 
time that ‘‘unity between the Goverameut and the people" could 
become possible only by “a change in the |K)Iicy of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment towards India." The All-India Hindu Mahasabha declared through 
its President, Sri Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, that “Japan's entry into 
ihe war against Britain and the United States need not cause any change 
in the attitude taken up by the Hindu Mahasabha towards the war 
effort... calculated to contribute to Indials defence." But fear vras expressed 
by British papers that Japan will be trying to exploit the dying embers 
of Pan- Asiatic feeling. One of them, the MaiichettUr Guardian if we 
remember aright, wont so far as to darkly hint that if tlie British 
Qovernraent persisted in its flirtations with Muslim separatism, there 
might be found Hindu public men to lend their ears to the siren songs of 
Jap propagandists. The Working Committee of the All-Inclia Muslim 
League meeting at Nagpur expressed alarm at the “growing tendency in a 
section of the British Press and politieians who under the stress of 
war against the Axis Powers and the entr>' of Japan in the war, 
are urging a revision of the policy hitherto followed and start a policy of 

appeasement of the Congress " If such a dire calamity was thrust 

on them by the Government, Ihe Mtislims will, the Committee warned, 
“be com|)ollcd to resist it with all the force at their command", resul- 
ting in “a serious impediment of the country’s war efforts which has 
so far been largely earned on with the help and support of 
Mossalmana." The All-India Women’s Conference meeting at Cocananda in 
Andhra Desa under the presidency of Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 
gave expression to authentic Indian foeliujc when it said that “Britain’s 
statements rcganling her war aims cannot make any moral apped to 
the peoples oi tbef% world as long as she refuses to alter her present 
policy in regard to India." 

Tlia 'W^orking Ck>inmiltee of the Indian Naiidnal 
Congress meeting at Bi|doli, after 14 months, poised 
a resolution on Deeember 80. 1941. leilerating its 
belief that 


pe^ea 
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4iliip oC Halifttiiub Gandhi, had been engaged in a fight for ‘'freedom 
■ of speech and corresponding action" which is the 

PffiDliiiTmt?Mini **^®*^^^ democracy." During this fight 26,000 
ot Sept., 1940 Congressmen had suffered imprii^onmont and 'many 
thousands who offered Satyagraha in the Frontier 
Province and elsewhere were not arrested." And, after giving due 
consideration to all the facts, internal and external, that have been 
shaping world history during these months, the Committee reverted 
to the policy laid down by the Bombay resolution of the AU-India 
Commit^ passed on September 16, 1940. This resolution had invited 
Gandhiji's Imdership of the Congress which he had resigned as a 
result of the “Poona offer" of co-operation with war-efforts in India. 

The "Poona offer", that had hoped "to end the deadlock in Ihdia 

in co-operation of the British people", had lowered the flag of 
non-violence to meet exigent dangers, stood revoked. The Bombay 
resolution sought to restore the policy and practice hitherto followed—* 
"the policy and practice of non-violence, not only in the struggle for 
Swaraj^ but, so far as this may be possible of application, in free 
India." This return of the Congress "prodigal" at J^mbay enabled 
Gandhiji to take up the leadership of the Congress again, and help 
it organize the Satyagraha Movement (1940— • *41). 

But discussions in the Working Committee at Bardoli opened 
his eyes to the fact that the majority of its members were not 
Qaaeuil* iHti Mi, to take up the position that "the Congress 

pNiaaiM MtliiMe ^ refuse participation in the present or all wars 

vidM cAeofSi on the ground principally of non-violence." This was 
the "interpretation" that Gandhiji harl put on the 
Bombay resolution ; his "astonishment" was great, therefore, when he 
loud most members differing from it. And on re-reading the 
Bombay resolution he found that they were right, and that he 
"had read into it a meaning which its letter coidd not bear." This 
discovery of his own error left him no choice but to retire from 
Congress leadership— leadership in "the struggle for resistance to war 
effort on grounds in which non-violence was not indispensable'*— in 
which, as the other members thought, the "opposition need not be 
on the ground of non-violence." He addressed a letter to Moulana 
Abnl Kalam Azad, the Congress President, asking to be relieved of 
the responsibility laid upon him by the Bombay resolution. The 
Working Committee did this by a separate resolution, assuring him 
at the same time that the Congress ^would like to extend its (non- 
violence) scope as far as possible even in a free India '* This 

resolution imd Gandhiji's decision left the Congress free to take up 

the "Poona" position again ; the Bardoli resolution showed that the 
door was "not barred ^together against the Congress participation" 
in war effort, "certainly not on the ground of non 'Violence." This 
has been Ga^hijis interpretation of the Bardoli resolution of the 

Congress Workiiig Committee, passed in full ^ appreciation of the 

devdopmente precipitated by Japans attack on British, U. 6. A, and 
Duteh poeseaeions in south-east Asia. The Congress did not make 
any to the Government ; the Government did not show any 

inriination to Mbs advsntsge of the "Poona" spirit* 
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Weakened by internal differences, frustrated by Government 
liolicsy, confronted by bureaucratic incompetence, threatened by a near 
invasion of their territories and waters and the air 
flablDdra Nath over their heads— people in India appeared to have 
Tagore resigned themselves to the disturbance of the many 
certainties of their existence. This spirit of resignation 
ill accords with tlie dignity of human nature ; it cannot help us to 
defend and protect even our material interests. Disgust with a short- 
sighted State policy may be largely responsible for the helplessness 
that is being widely felt. But against State policy in India our 

people have battled, and come out with morale toned up, with 

understanding cleared, with national cohesion strengthened, with national 
self-respect re- vivified. For a century prophets, philosophers, and poets 
have been thinking of this better and higlier life for India's men and 
women, have been singing of the glory to be in the life of their 
people. We look to them ; we have need of them. One of them 

who combined in himself for about half-a-eentury all these functions 

for us, left us, on an August day, when we needed him most. During 
the Swadeshi days he was the minstrel of our awakening, inspiring 
us to do and dare. We who were young in those days are what 
wo are to-day because he lived and worked in our midst, spoke to 
us, sang to us. During the humiliation of the Jallianwala days he 
divested himself of honour conferred on him by the bureaucracy and 
dared stand among his insulted tountrymen as one of themselves. 
In every crisis of our national life since those days he has stood forty years 
back forth as the organ voice of our national yearnings, as the singer of 
'^flaming words to the assembly." The world also looked upon him 
in this light. China looked at SantuNiketan with hope, Japan for 
approbation. He, one of the elders of the human race, suffered agony 
where human dignity was trampled under foot ; his burning words 
scorched the aggressor and the oppressor ; his songs inspired the down- 
trodden to stand up in front of regnant wrong and shame it into 
observing the decencies of human life. Centuries laboured to give 
birth to a human being endowed with such a myriad mind, with 
such a thousand-petalled heart. He bore the nam8 of the Sun-Ood ; 
under his gaae Nature and man's world warmed into new 

beauty. He carried to the world's heart the message of this new 
creation. And the world received it with thankfulness. Today the 
messenger of all this light, of all this hope, of all this 

inspiration, has winged his flight beyond the eternal seas. We 

sorrow, and the worid sorrows with us. But with this feeling is 

mingled the sense ol glory that such a man had lived amo^ ns, 
had spoken to us, had sung to us. Impelled by these feeli^ we 
Join in the world's procession that carries its homage to the nmmory* 
of Rabindra Nath Tagore. May his inspiration abide with us, help 

us to come with dignity out of the testing time that confmils us I 

(Specially contribvted hy Sri Sureah Chandra M). 
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The uncil of State 

Autmna Sesri«i->Ifew Delhi— lOtb. to 22ad. Nevember 1941 

Indian Troops in action 

Conrcntion was laSdijiMe on the opening daj of theantunn anirion of the Council 
of >«tate at New Ddbi on the 10th. Noveahw 1041 when immediately after the 
airouring-iii of new foemhere -among whom were four EieeutiTe Oonneillore, Sir 
Archihald Wavellf Sir Ahbar Bydari^ Sir Fcrou Khan Noon and Dr, E, Bagkabondra 
the President weleomed the new Commaoder-iii-CUief, in a apeocli recounting 
the brilliance and eowml tiratcgy with which Sir ArcMbaU WavoU had carried 
out bia <^r.itioaa last year in the Middle Knsi. Hit recent visit to Burma amt 
Mtiiava, declared the PreaidenU ahould reanlt in an even greater co-ordination of 
war effort throughout this area, so cMaential for India's aeenrity. 

Briefly acknowledging this tribute and more elaborately answering a 
question. Geneiat Wavdi referred to the great part played by Indian troo|»a in 
the. varioufi iheairee in the Middle Kaat. The following it the text of Sir Archibald 
WavelVn statement 

*‘lt givea me much pleeaitre to rcAnond to the request of the Hon!ble Member. 
As Coinmanderdn-Chief in the Middie Eaat for two veara. I can give ficraonal 
testimony to the splendid part t'layod by the Briiish and Indian troops from India 
in the contributing to the deHtrii<‘ttoii of A/arrhal Orazinnt*» invading arn.y in 
the Western Desert of iV:p^ and to the eKUiKrtion of the Ituliaiia' isaiat 
Afi’icAii Kinpire. 

‘*When my predecessor replitnl to a nimilar qucatioii on Msti h 10 lest, he 
reconnlcd the great aohievemenia of the tih and oth Indian DiviMiiuiH in the 
Western Desert and ip . the Sudan and lOritrea. At the time he spoke, the great 
majority of these troops stood before the towering heights of Keren, where the 
whole of the Italian for«*ea in Kritrea. reinfoieed from Abyssinia, hiul gathered 
to bar further progress towards the enpitsl, Asmaia, niid the I'ort, Miissnwa. of the 
oldest Italian Colony, on which thoy had spent so much money and aueh pride. 

Storming or Kekkn 

**Tho Italians, with some jiisiilication. judiicd the Keren postlion ini) rcgnuble. 
and I must eoiifcss tlial 1 had myself at ono timi* iloiihts of out iihility to break 
through. Not only had it great nntiiral s<rriiv;th. but it lind hern foHilti'd with 
niuch skill and was held by troops superior in luimberu to ihe nt*nckfiH. We 
made three attempts to storm this pisrduti, and were siteeeasful ut the third 
attempt on March 27. uffor more three weeks fighting. The gailnitiry and 
determination with whirli this |K>siiiun was carried will always be a pioud memory 
in the history of the Indian Ar:ny. 

capture of Keren broke ihc rcsistnnec of ilic Itolian Army in Kritrea. 
Although the coiiiitvy between Keren iiinl Asmara is imnicnscly dininiU, and 
there is at least one position fq-:ul in na'iiral strength to th.at of Keren, ihe otb 
Indian Division, which piirsncd the cncniy, rapidly overenme resistance niid Asmara 
surrendered on April 1. los thsii a wcik after the fall of Keren, ^onic attempt 
was made to defend the port of .Marsawii, but this was stHin eaptiired and by the 
end ^ tite first week in April, the whole of Kiitres was in our hands and the 
threat to onr communientions tlirough ihc Ked Sen removed. The rnh Division 
coiitiiiued the pursuit 2CX) miles soutliwaids into Abyshinia and the fina! set of 
their campaign took phiee at Ami*a Alagi. a I'osiiion even more nattirally 
formidable then that at Keren. After a tw^riod oi ditneiilt fighting, the Viecroy 
of Itolian East Afcira, the Duke of Aosta, surrendered to fbe Cuminander of the 
5th Indian Division. At Aniha AIngi Ihe troops from the .*^i»dan joined hstida 
with General Cunniughanrs lro<»ps from ICasl Afii. a, who had made a very 
remarkable advance by Kismavu. MogHdis- uio, ITarrnr and Addis AUha. With 
the fall of Amba Alagi. Italiuo resistance in their Km| ifc of East Africa 
practically ceas^. Utougli there still rf^mained eonsidernlde forces to be cleated np 
in the southwest of tlie rounlrv end one small imckct in the north-west, nt Gondar. 
Indian troop* from Aden bad. im an while, taken i-art in a skilful little operation 
for the recovery of British Somaliland. 
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Conquest of Kritbka 

'*In II four months campai);n from the middle of January to the middle of 
May, the 4th and 5th Indian Divisions had coin)>leted the conquest of Eritrea and 
of the northern half of Abyssinia. It was a very remarkable achievement. In the 
earlier stages of the war, 1 had frequently discussed with my subordinate com- 
rades concerned whether a campaign from the .Sudan ap;aiitst Eritrea bad any 
irood prospect of success. We had come to the conclusion that in view of the 
dithciilttes of the country it would require a minimum of two first class divisions. 
bm‘krd by a considerable wci;;bt of artillery and that even then it would be 
a long and costly process. We certainly never hoped that two divisions, with 
less than the ordinury amouut of artillery, could accomplish the difficult task 
to swiftly and efTectirely. 

“I’he two Victoria Cross awarded by Hia Majesty the King-Emperor to 
soldiers of the Indian Army for deeds of valour in Italiim East Africa are 
fitting marks of the courage displayed in this great achievement. The two 
recipients represent two categories of great importance in the Indian Army. 
Lieutenant fihagat is a fine example of the officer cadets selected for and trained 
in the tndian Military Academy b4dore the war and represents the leadership of 
young educated India ; while the late Hnbcdar Kiehpal Ram is typical of the 
veteran class of the Viecroy*s Commissioned utlicers. who for many years have 
formed the backbone of the Indian Army. 

“The turn of events elsewhere made it impossible for me to give these two 
Divisinna any rest after their East African cnmi^aigii. Immediately after the fall 
of Keren, 1 had ordered the 4th. Indian Division back to Egypt, and even before 
the fall 01 Amba Alagi, a great insjority of the 5ih. Indian Division was ordered 
to follow. Their conquests in Eritrea arc being garrisoned mainly by battailous 
of the Indian States Forces wliieh have gone overseas. 

To THE Rescue op Giieece 

“The situation that necessitated the urgent recali to Egypt of the 4th. and 
5th. Divisions will be remembered by Ifon*bie Members. At the end of October 
1940. the Italians had made a wanton and unprovoked attack on Greece. They 
had l>een successfully repulsed by the gallant ftrccks and had even been driven 
out of the greater part of 8outliern Albania. Early in 1941, however, it became 
obvious that the Germans were preparing to march through Bulgaria to attack 
the Greeks on the other side, and tlie Greek Government appealed to Great Britain 
for assistance. We were in honour bound to afibid all twssible aid to meet this 
un|>rovoked aggression ; so practically the whole of the trained and equipped troops 
available in the Middle East were ordered to (vreece, and our conquests in Cyrenaica 
were left to be held by a garrison of partly trained and partly equipped trooops ; 

] made a miscalculatiuii here ; I diu not expert any enemy counter-attack i>eiore 
the end of April at the earliest by which time 1 hoped to have back at least a 
part of the seasoned Indisn Division from Italian East Africa and to have complet- 
ed the equipment of the troops left in Cyrenaica, which consisted of a British 
armoured brigade, an Australian Ifivision and an Indian Motor Brigade. All these 
were short oi equipment transport and training. 'Tlie Indian Motor Brigade had 
only arrived in the Middle East a month or two previously and I had aent it up 
to Cyrenaica to complete its training and to await the completion of ita equipment. 
TTiifortunaicIy, the enemy attacked at least a month before I had expected it 
possible. 

“The resistance nut up for 48 hours by this Tiidiaii Motor Brigade at Mechili 
waa a fine example nf courage and determinatiou. Even when surrounded by 
superior enemy forces, with a large number of tenks and artillery, the greater 
proportion of them succeeded in breaking through the enemy riog and escaping. 
Otoe regiment of the brigade, the 18th. Cavalry, has for more than five months, 
been sharing in the heroic defence of Tobruk, from which it has lately been relieved. 

1 am told the regiment elairoe to have bayoneted over 2C0 of the enemy. 

“No Indian troops, except for a few technical personnel, took part in the 
campaign in Greece or the defence of Crete ; but Indian troops were at the aama 
time engaged in a fresh theatre of war of great importance to the defence of India. 
]^ly in April, a political adventurer in the pay of the Axis, Rashid AU, with 
the biokii^ of certain highly pUoed Army Oommandera in Iraq, overttnw the 
legitimate Government and seised power by a coup d’etat To aafegnard onr foter 
eats in Iraq, so vital to the defence of India, an Indian Brigade landed nt finen 
In the middle of April and was followed by another by the end of the month. 
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K ai hi d All. At the iMtiRAtion of hii QermAn inist«ni, therenpon made an attaek 
Att tha Air Force Canton men t at Uabbaniyah, 40 milea from Baichdad. I will not 
HP into the detaila of thia aorry buaineas. lUahid AH and hia aupportera, findinR 
HiAt tlie Gemana who had instigated their crime were unwilltna or unable to 
fender Ahem effectire support and that the majority of oienion in their own conntry 
WM awnat them, fled on the arrival of a small British force outside Baghdaif, 
when the rebellion ended and the legitimate Government was restored to power. 
Pari of A Gurkha battalion, flown up from Basra, contributed to the sucoetsful 
defdiee and counter-attack of the Air Force establishments at Halibaniyah, while 
Indian troops moving up from Basra soon restored order in the remainder of Iho 
country, whm they are now on excellent terms with the inhabitants. 

Syrian CAMPAiciN 

'The next scene of operation was Syria, During the revolt in Iraq, the 
Vichy French in Syria had allowed the Germans full use of their aerodromes 
and their facilities to assist the reltels in Iraq, and everything showed that the 
Germans were making |)reparAtions to obtain eomplete control of the country, 
contrary to the terms of the Armistice, which the subservient French Government 
at Vieh:f allowed them to ignore without protest. This danger to our )>osilion 
in the Middle East could not be tolerated, and nliliotigh the forces available were 
insufficient for a rapid occupation of S)tis, we were compelled to lake action 
forthwith. In these operations, a brigade of tlie 4tb Indian Division played an 
eutatanding and dist|ngnished part. It is not too much to say that Uie capture 
of Damsecus, which nstnrally iiad a very considerable eflect on the campaign, 
waa mainly due to the britli.*nit action of this brigade. They siiflered severe 
casnaltiea while fighting, almost alone and iinstij>portcd, in the village of Meaae 
•gainat heavy guns and tanks, but their self sacrifice secured the capitulation of 
Damaaeue. Temporarily a considerable number of that brigade bei'ame prisoiiera 
of the Vichy French but ha pily the whole of these prisoners were returned 
s^rtly after the Armistice. 

*Vlndian units from Iraq, also took part in the Syrian campaign, moving 
across the desert towards Alepix). 

Action Against Iran 


“Finally, there is the recent action in Persis. Once again, the agmls of the 
Axis were endeavouring to prepare the way for the German occupation of Persia 
and the sabotage of our interests. Uon*ble Mrrol>frs will spi-reciale what a danger 
to the defence of India this would have involved. Representations to the Periisn 
Government having proved unavsiling, it was impossible to accept the dsngei, 
both to our off supplies and to the general defence of India, and British and 
Indian troops advanced into Iran at two points on August 25, while our Russian 
allies moved in from the north. Fortunately, altbotigb there were one or two sharp 
encounters, the swiftness and efficiency with which the move was exc cufed and 
the obvious utiwillingness of the Iranian people themselves to resist, brought 
hostilities to an end in a few days with little loss of life.^ A new Iranian Govern- 
ment was established, with which we are closely co-operating. 

“Meanwhile, other Indian troops were engaged in the western desert. MPfcislly 
in some operations on the Egyptian frontier in the middle of June, in which they 
couducted themselvce with their usual gsllsotry. Alibouqh we weiy Anally 
compelled to withdraw, these operations were ^ suceessfnl in causing the enemy 
severe lots and in stopping any danger of an invssipn of EgJP^ ^ . 

**1110 above gives a brief record of the exploile of Indian troops during the 
last thres or four months. 1 iffiouid like to inform Bonlile Membcte tost a 

‘ ** . * which Indian 

end oi tht 


Dookiet will shortly be puDlisnea giving a nisioa.oi uie canpaiRns m 
troops have been cngagM since the beginning of the w «»5 

campaign in Syria, It is entitled, I undmtand. ‘Tlie Tiger Birikci. 


**An IiiranAiTi Rbooed” 


**! Am tore, Bonlile Members will agree that the record of IndiAB troopA 
In thle war is a most impressive one, and I am prond to tova ^ thcaa trpOfNi 
under my command in several theatres. Their irainiDg, their dieeipliiiei phyeiqiie 
and morale have excited edmiration wherever they have been, and 1 can e^re 
yon that the military lepuUUon of India*! flghUng men ahmda very high 
10 all parts of the middle East When 1 was at Borne recently, 1 eMnind 
after the Indian transport oontingent which w»t to Fkaoee at beglnnioa 
of the war, took part in the battles Is Francs and is now Ut England. 1 ha4 
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not tlM oppcrtttDit9 to mo then, but I wm informed tboi in England, aa 
dMwhcre, tWr bearing and brbaviour waa excel lent, and my reqneata M ibeir 
roinro to India were met vith a reluctance to apare them. I hare alao recently 
▼iaited Burma and Malaya and have aeen aa many aa 1 conld of the Indian 
tioopa there. 1 ean aaaure you of Uieir welfare and of the good impreaaioo they 
bafo created. 

'Tndia’a tioope are aerring at a conaiderable distance from tbehr homes, 
but they are none the leas fighting India's battle and are by their ddli and 
oourage preventing the approach of war to India itself." 

Defence Conanltative Committee 

The House then took up Sir Archibald WavelVs motion for the election of 
lour non-ofiieial members to serve on the Defence Consultative Committee. 

Mr. F. N, Sanru, welcoming the formation of the refenee Consultative 
Committee, said that ne saw in it the partial fruition of tlirir efibrts to secure ike 
transfer^' of control of defence to Inaien members of the Central Legislature. He 
wanted the Commatider-iu-Cbief to give the members of the Defence Committee mi 
opportunity to visit places like Mhow, Am bain, and Belgstim which were not 
included in their last tour of military establishments in India. While be was glad 
Ubat Indian princes and other prominent Indians had been to the fronts be 
regretted that no efibrt had been made to invite members of the Central Legislatuae 
to theatres of war in Egypt, the Middle East and Singapore. He also snggeated 
that in view of its importance, the number of members ot the Defence Committee 
should be increased. He also desired that the minutes of the meetings of the 
committee should be circulated for their informathn aid guidance. 

Sir, Archibald Wavell, in reply, appiecinted and welcomed the interest 
shown by the members in defence matters snd said that the first meeting of the 
Defence Consultative Committee had been found to be extremely UMfuI and valuable 
to both sides. As regards the question of visits to the military estahtisbmenta.. he 
said, arrangements had already been made for members of the committee to visit 
eertain ammunition factories shd establiahmcnls in India and he was always 
prepared to have arrangements made for them to visit any military establisiuaents. 

As regards tlie question of visiting theatres of war abroad, it concerned the 
Commandera-iii- Chief of tiie particular tbeatrea of war to be visited and there 
was also the question of making necessary transport arrangements. As the 
Comroandor-iu-Chief of the Midtile East, he would hare welcomed such a vieit 
from them and ho was sure that so far as the Middle East was concerned his 
successor there would not place any obstacle before them. 

Referring to the demand lor increasing the number of members of the 
committee he said that the present number was the highest tiny loutd deal with 
conveniently and he could not increase it further. He assured Mr, Sapru that 
he would have the question of circulating flic minutrs of meeiiugs of the committra 
looked into though ho felt tlint many of the msttcis before the committee were 
of a secret nature and could not be circulated, even to numbers, in f rinted foim. 

He also gave an aseurniice that at tlie next mieting of the ccromiitee 
information about the Indian navy and the air force would be given to the 
members. He said that the only reason why such information was not givru 
at the last meeting was that it was the first meeting of the committee snd they 
had a great deal to get through and hence they could not find time to deal with 
the air force and the navy, 'i lic House at tliis stage ailjouined. 

H LRAnUKHH’ WaI.K-OUT 

lUh. NOVEMBER The lurmliers of the Muslim 1.4'agne Party staged a 
formal walk-oui this morning after their leader, Mr. Hansain Jmam, had made a 
brief statement. Mr. Iman> hiatetl tlmt ihty Imd decided to take that action in 
eonioiiauce with Uie decision of the Muslim l.tti;.uf' Parly in the C&'ntial Assembly, 
as a mark of protest and reseiitmetii against the action of hia Majeaty'a Govern- 
ment in India. He declared that the Muslims es|>ectcd and were entitled to 
better treatment than liad been meted out to them. They had never refused to 
cooi^rsle with the Government: they had gone mil of their way to facilitate and 
conciliate the Government i>y agreeing to drop the question of future constitution 
and Pakistan for the duration of liie war. 

Mr. imam went on to say that nfler the clear and eonviiieing atatemenk 
mads in the other House hy jilr. Jf. A. JiMiub, l.e did not think it iiteessaiy 
to go over in detail the aame gtound. They had bien 'Iduflid* by the srheme of 
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f»!P — ^ ^ ^ exptiiiioii vti A eanott8af;€. The perl- 

teM pievhNnIp MA by lodianB bed been tpUi np to meke leoa lor the expenekm 
M the btpfv end BOie impoftent noftfoUoe like Fineoee end Ucipnae hed not 
5*^ IndiBie. He Meerted thet the portfolio of Edemtion. Hcelth eml 

Leede, whieh^ had bM. held all along by one peiaen, waa far too bw Hi war 
to^to in the baade ^ m mmbcr. Referring to the portfolio of fndUoe 
Ofcneae, Hr. Bomin Iniam d^md that the iiew nMnber for Indiane Oreieeea 
wee not iteHy ip cl^e ^ Indima Ofeiwaa : he wad only in eharge of Indiana 
withaiB the Bntieh Dominiona. Ue waa not in charge of Indiaua in foreign 
eonstfice like the Uniied SUtce ol Aawncm. In the caae of Uie Uoiae IHiwHoieiit 
miy lie app^is bad ben leveied to create the two iKurtfoUoa, Civil Defence and 
lnfor»atiiiik The Indiana had not really been given any power. 

If thie fight wee for the aafeiy ol India, aa they were told, went on Hr. 
Irenre, no one wm more incompetent to be in cliarge of the Defence department 
thaw the Piemi iucorobent. He aiaerted, *Thit la a war to perpctnaia India'C 
alavery and keep ue down. We have no* place; we are not entitled to any fooling 
in: the Defence ^fopartuent. It ia not the defence of Indiana liberty ; but it ia the 
defence of India'a alamy. By their pnaent action, the Government are psakiiig 
plaui what their ftttore intentione are.** Other eoiiatriea, Mr. Imam aaid. who had 
Bit their fremtet wm continuing their fight from the capitel of the BHlhih 
Empire, with the hope* thet at the end of the war. tliey woulci have their liberty 
iMtOEad to them. Are we to underatBnd^ he aaked, That thia preaent fight ia for 
lie futora beUrrmeut of Indiar-Pahiatan for ua and IJinduatan for our frienda* 
hm f* He hoped t^t the Goverment of India would not wait for the day when 
It woold be impoaaible for them to* check the advance of India towarda her 
datiny at heme. At the concluaion of the atatement. Mr. Imam, followed by two 
other Lcagn* membera, walked ouC 

PuacHASB OF Railwatb 


Ao emphatie plea to taka advantage of the large atcrllng rcBonrcee in London 
and the Mvehaae forthwith of not only tha Bengal and North* Weatarn Railway 
and R. E. R. but alio all the other comiiany-managcd. railwava waa made by 
Paadit Bi^doy Nath Kuntru in. supixnrt of Itia rraolutibii in tbe Council of State 
thia moriiiug. Tbe reaolution aaked the Government to give notice to the Bengal 
and North* Wcatern Bail way and tbe Hebiikhand and Enmaon Railway of Uie 
termiaotion of their contracts by Dec. 31, 1041, and to pmehaae Hie two railway 

S atcma aad place them under State management. Pandit KiiiiKrii esflaiiied that 
per cent of the K. K. Railway and 40 per cent of iha B. N. w. Railway 
alrmdy befonged to tbe State. 

Seferrijig to the early biatory of tbe piircbaae of there two railway ayatema. 
Pandit Kinrzru said that' the Govetnnient were already committed to the 
p^resaive State management of the Indian railwaya. Aa inr llic B. N. W. 
Railway, be refemd to tbe rfaolution adopted by the Aeaendtly in 1031 at the 
instance ci the Uic n Kalla ay Ihmlier. Sir (koige Hainy, and the debate iirtba 
Aaacmbly in 1037. He claimed that ou both the occaj-iont, tbe Government etated 
that they did not cseniee their option for the piirchaee oi the Bw N. W. Railway 
cm financial groundf. On hotli Ibe occaaiona, the Guvernment had egplaincd 
that the deferred furchase of the railaav would enable thtm to ofier a reduced 
nmouBl of tbe purebaae price. Pandit Knnrrii enquired what would be tbe 
savings in the ptircbare price of the railway now and nrgtd that Uic finaoeial 
situation being very favourable, the Govern men t ahonld rxn ciae their option now. 
Paadit Kunaru also iHwntcd out that In caae the oi4ion waa not eservieed 
thia year, and no freab contract waa entered lute wilii the Company, the Govern* 
ment would not be able to puribaae the railway for the next 40 yearn. 

Hr. Sriuarain Mlakto, supiortiiig tlic resul alien, rr minded ibe Council 
tbet the Leg'ialative Councils of the United Proriitcra and Bibar and Oriaau bad 
paaeed resolutions favoiising the purchaae of the Railway. 

Tbe CbmmunkatioiiS Secretaiy, Nr. 8. N. Noy, relaying to the debate, 
aaid that the Government were carefully and m tivrly exaniintiig the whole Mucalion 
aad were fnlly aware of llie varioiia Heiiea reind by the n ovtr of tiif reawtUfon, 
Ue euid tbet lo ease the Govcrnwient were to dccUlc to nurcbeee tbe railway, ffcn 
would have to pay in caiib Ka. 14/)4 lofcbs for ibe fiengel and N**ii'.A%eatern 
Railsay, in addition to the payment for debenturea amounting to i'bV V CAtr*/QiaL 
total p^, therefore, would be tfo.ut Ka. l.'i crorra. Another ihrrt rrorea of 
rapeea wowhi luve to be inid for Biqniting ihc K. K. Railway. He nunotiiicad 
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that the OovaroiMiit w<Ml4 mnin nnitral, io eaw tbe iwoliiSon «m pMicd 
to o dlfWon* 

Mr. P. N. 8apru, rapportiog PindH Kanfm’i medutioa, odd that the 

K rditfe price hud elreedy gone op diiee ld27 end they eonld not eey nhei would 
the poeitioa 40 yeere hence Be eleo drew the mttention of the Moue to the 
merel dieeetlifaction among the ueero of theee ftllweye with the meoagewieot. 
Be felt that tttete manegement would he a great improreiiient oa 4he preeeat 
eompany management and a great benefit to the public. 

Pandit Kunzru, replying to the point made by Mr. 8. N. Boy. that if they 
waited till 19^ they could acquire the railwaya without any payment, dnw 
attention to the fact that the B. N. W« Railway alone waa making an aomial 
p^t of o?er a crore Of rupeea and the profit that would aeerue to them dneiag 
theae 40 yeara, if they atqulied the railwaya. would move than compeaaate lor the 
payment of a lew crorea of rupeea ae pur^aae price. He aaked the Ooremmeat 
what actually were the financial problema which were being conatdered by them. 
He could aea no valid xeaaen lor poatponlog ihia qiieation. He urged the Goven- 
ment to take Into aeriona eooBideration the diaaatiafaction felt by the public over 
the management of the xailweya. The reaorution waa paaaed by the Council. 

ARCBITBOT'S PBOFESaiOV 

Mr. M, N. Dalai then moved a reaolution recommending the appefintment of 
a committee of oflUiala and non-officiala conaistiqg of profeeaional arehitceti^ 
Government repreaentativei concerned with public worka, and repreaentativm 
of the bnilding trade, with a *view to organiaing anitably and to regulate Urn 
l^tioc and profeaaion of duly qualified arehitecta in lodia by a ayatem of 
legiatratioD on linea aimilar to thoae adopted in the registration of the profeaaioa 
of auditora and medical and legal practitioners by legislation or otherwise. 

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Sakha Singh aupportra the reaolution. 

Sir Firoz Khan Noon, Member for Labour, ataled that he waa iu entire 
•ympathy with the principlea and objects of tbe propoaal but in war time, when 
tne Government had a great deal of other ihingt to do. it was not opportune to 
auggest their taking up thia queation. Ho aatured the mover that the 
Government would, at the earlieat opportunity, go into the queation of regulating 
the architect’s profeaaion. On this aaauranoc; tbe mover withdrew his resolution. 
Intbrnatxopal Laeour Oohpebbrcb 

Tbe Council then proceeded to diacuu Mr. P. N. 8aprus*i reeolutkm 
regretting that neither employers nor labour were represented by men of their 
own choice at tbe reient aeaaion of the International Conference in tbe United 
States and that the delegation waa purely official and recommending that it should 
be made clear that in future the principle that both labour and employers ahonld be 
represented by their own nominees ahonld not be departed from. 

Movifg hia resolution, Mr. Bspru regretted that the practice of aendtog 
a representative of the labour movement in India to (be InterDational Conference 
which bad been followed for nearlv 20 years had been broken thia year. He 
laid that under Art. 38U of the Peace Treaty of 1918, the Government undeitook 
to aend a repreaeiitative of the strongest labour organisation in tbe country to 
the International I.Abour Conference. He asserted that thia year, the All-India 
Trade Union Congress bad actually been called upon to elect a delegate but 
since the nominee waa not acceptable to the Government they decided to aend 
only official nominees. Mr. 8apru uid that they were told that there was a aplii 
in the labour movement in tiiia country and hence they could not find out 
who was the real reprdbntative of labour. He asserted that there might have 
been a split in the labour movement before but it bad been healed in 1991. 
Even if there bad been a aplit, tiie Government ought to have accepted the 
principle laid down io Art, 389 of the Peace Treaty and eriit a repreaentative 
of the atrongcui organisation in India, namely, tbe All-India Trade Union 
Oongreai. Me empbaaiaed the great importance attached to the conference which 
prmident Rooaevelt* himcelf addreeaed and by which tbe economic clause M ilm 
Atlantic Charier was considered, llie importance attached to the conferenca 
by the British Government was evident from the fact that no less a person 
than the Deputy Premier, Mr. Attlee, represented Britain at the conference. It 
waa very rrgrettable that Indian lahour ahonld not have been represented at 
•noh an important conference. Tbe reel leeeon for thia action, be said, was that 
Qovemment appreheoded that the leb our rapreacDtatire would do prop^;eada in 
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Amerm iKaiMt the Qovernmcnt. There wu no ]uetiflceUan for that leer. 
Mr. _ Sepra declarcti that be wa* not for NazUm or Faaclim and admired Ibt 
heroic reaielaace put up against the most ilia).'natinK im|>crialUm that the world 
had seen. But, if Britain was really nghling for democracy and freedom of all 

ooiiiitrics, they ■hoiiiu lollow the prtnci|ilet of denoKK^reey in the cnee of ludin 

and not deny her the rij;ht to have her real repreeentative at the international 

^'Albennf:. If you are liirhiinjr for deniocracy, your propattamta muet be on 

(lcTnot*ratic linea. You cannot folloir Nazi mcthotla in aiippretainK Indian projuieanda 
in other countries/’ Referring to the seconil patt, ilr. Saftrii requestea the 
Government to {tive an assurance that in future at least, the principle of eendine 
a real nominee of employee and labour to the conference novtij be recoj 2 ;niaed* 

Sir Feroz Khan .Yoow, replyitiK to the debate, said (bat be was in entire 
sympathy nith the second part of the resolution and he cunid assure the moVer 
that BO far ss the future was concerned, the (lovernmenl would always follow 
the principle they had been following ail these years, of sciiiliiii: a representative 
of labour to tne International Conference. But he could not aciept the ftret 
t>ortion of the resolution bivausc the circumstances this year were exceptional. 
It was true that the (jovernment had asked the A. -I. T. 17. C. to elect a aelei^ale 
and they elected Mr. Kulufiim. But there was a split in the movement, one 
section beiiiK led hy Mr. Misra and the other hy Mr. Janiiiadas Mehta. The 
other section was completely oupoFcd to the rcpresentaiivc chosen by the 
A.-I. T. U. C. In these entharrassin;; circiitiis'.aiiccs, (he (iovernment 
decided not to send any representative of Laluut as it was not possible 
for them to find out who was the true representative. 

lie assured the mover that the Ciovernnieiit liml no apiTchension that Mr. Kslspps, 
if sent to America, mi>;ht utilise the f>pportuiiity to do anti Ihiiish proiia;;andA. 
lie said there was already a ^ood deal of anti-Hritish pi«ipn.innda and the (tovein« 
ment had no reason to fear on that score. He reminded liic IIouhc t'lat jiuit before 
the outbreak of the war, Mr. Ntmhkar. who was a commiinisi was sent as repre- 
sentative of Labour to the International Confeicncc at (icneva. .Ni»t only that, when 
he expressed a wish to visit Tlussia, he himself had ci^cn him facilities to do so. 
If labour leaders and workers had really no sympailiy for Nazism or Kasciani, as 
Mr. Hapru had said, then men like Mr. Niinbkar oui^ht not to he in jaii but ou|;bi 
to be with the Government outside. He hofied tli.it Mi. Nimbkar would soon he 
out of jail and workiii)^ with them. In view of ids assursiire about the second 
portion of the resulution, if Mr. Sapni was prepared to withdraw tiie first part of 
it, he had no objection iu accepting: the latter part. 

Mr. Sapru insisted that the Governuiciii must have- had ulterior moiivea in 
not sending a representative of Lubour to the Intcniatioiitol Ooiifciencc, though Sir 
Feroz might not he aware of them. But as a gesture of gorKlwill. he withdrew the 
Arst portion of the resolution. 'Ihe resolution as amcmlcd was passed hy the 
House. The Council then adjourned till the l ith. 

Maternity BivNtaFiT Bilt. 

ISth. NOVEMBER Four Bills, aa passed hy the l^episKativc AKNCinhly, were 
passed by the Council this mornint:. They were tuo biiln further to amend itie 
Code of Cfiminal Procedure^ the bUl iu ummJ titv Facyutes Ad and the hili to 
regulate the employmemt of v:omcn rn mines for a ctriniii {•cri^ai before and after 
child birth and to provide for payment of matciiiity benefit to them. The Arst 
three bills were passed without any amendment. ^ ^ .. ^ 

During the consideration of the i/iaes Jfu/ermiy Fciujii BdL Mr. P. N, Sapru 
suggeaied that the toUl |»eriod of maternity benefit of a woman worker in n 
mine should be extended from two months to three momhs. namely, six weeks 
before and six weeks after child birth. 'Jhis tins, he pointid out, the r*«nod laid 
down in the draft coiivenlion adopted by the liitcniitionnl Labour O^uiferruce 
in 1019. Ue aaid that the women who were entitled to the niatemity heneAt iti any 
mine were extremely few and considering the wage of a woman noiker was always 
leas than that of a male worker, the increase in the cost nf proiliictiori on aecount 
of the extension of maternity bcnrAt to three mouths would he instgitifieaiih 

Sir Feroi Khan .Voo;i, while sympathising with the suggestion, pointed out 
that the number of child-beating women employed in mines was very small and 
oonsiderins the competition and cheapnete of lalKuir in fiKlia, if the i^riod of 
maternity was extended ss suggested, mincowners might sitogei} vr stoji cmpltwlng 
child-bearing women. He said that in the matter of stub legislation it was dfeir- 
able to proceed by email degrees. 
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M* ‘ » minor dmCting Moendnent mo?id by Ifr. 8. A. Lol bad been aoroptcd, 
the Bill H’ iwMcd. 'Jlie Council tbeo adionnica till Monday, Nofcnber 17. 

CoLLiGB VOE Avioaeh 

ITIli. KOfVBlUlEE Tba GoobHI ftaiaed two Billi to-day, one fnrUier to 
amend itie Alnpirh Mualini Uoirereity Act, 1020 and the other to alter the 
oonetitntioo of Boanl of Tnteteca of wt Port of Madras both ae pemed by ^ 
Lcgialatlra Ameinbly. ^ 

Speaking on the motion for coneideratlon of the Bill to amend the Aliioirh 
Unifemity Aet, Jtr Mahomed Vukuh and Mr. A AT. Sapru welcomed the proiHMial 
to oraanlee a tlcBree eollCBe for women, to be affiliated to the Univereity. ]*aiidit 
Mriday AufA ICuturm, while not wieliin^ to oppoee the Bill, mid that he would 
hare preferred if airle were to receive editeation in the Aligarh Muslim University 
in the same way as boys, instead of in a s^rate cm lege. The establishment 
of eueh a coHe;:<! would, he felt, lie a eontraventioo of the principle underlying 
the Alittrh University which was a nnitarr teaching imirertily. 

Ine Bill was inssed without further discniaion. 

Madras Port Trust Bill 

Speaking on (he Bill to alter the eonatilution of the Madras Port Trust, Mr. 
P. aV. 8ajMru siitd iliat he could not wholeheartedly support the. Bill. He declared 
that the constitution of a Port Trnst should be escliisirdy Indian. The t>retent 
constitution, to his mitid, savoured of ratrial discrimination and imperialistic 
ieiidency, to which lie was totally opposed. But he did not want to oppose the 
Bill. Sir A. P, Patro, siiii^iortiiig the Bill, emphatically denied that the constitution 
of the Madras Port Trust in any way indictiied racial diecrimination or imiierialism. 
He asBcrte<i that the present distribution of seats on the Port Trust smong Uie 
rarioiit interests ronecrncxi was very equitable. However, it was a pity that the 
Madras Piceegoids Merchants' Association had not been given a seat but many 
memliers of the Association were also members of the Southern India Chamber 
of Cominercf and the Andhra Chamber of Commerce and the interests of the 
idecegoods mcrchanti would be adequately protected by those members. After a 
brief reply by Andrew Clow the Bill was passed. The Council then 

adjourned. 

IKDIANISATIOH OF ROTAL INDIAH NaVT 

18lh. NOVEMBER :<~The Council of State ibis morning aoeepted a resolution 
moved by Pandit H, iV. Kuiuru recommending that full use bo made of the 
material available in India for the reeruitmeni of officers for the Royal Indian 
Navy with a view to its Indianization. Pandit Kunsni said that the demand 
for the Indianization of the li. T. N. waa pari of the general demand for the 
complete Ijidioiitzatton of all defence services of the country. He recalled that 
when tlie Cnvernroent introduced a bill for the catablishment of an Indian 
navy in li)?S it was rejected by the Lefpslature and non-official members of both 
the Houses criticised the ration of 2n of British and Indian officers in the 

navy decided upon Ity the Government. It was not till 1934 that the Royal 

Indian \avy in ita present form waa atarted. Pandit Kunzru complained that 
aince 1034 in apite of repeated representations that ratio of Britiah and Indiaa 
officers in the R. 1. N. had not been rraoced. He said that he would be greatly 
•iirprised to brnr that the proportion of Indian officers to the total strength in 
both the regular ranks and the reserves of the Royal Indian Navy at the present 
was more rlmn oi.dibtrd. Pandit Kunzru then quoted from the speeches of Sir 
Robert Cassels, Philip Chetwode and Admiral Walling praising the quality 
of Indian oiliccrg in the navy and assuring that the ratio of Britiah and Indian 
officers laid tliwu was not sacred and could be later altered. He regretted that 
nothing hal been done ao far to alter the ratio. 

On Bocotinl of the war the B. 1. N. had been expanded oonslderably \ naval 
reeervea of officera had been eatablished. The aetaal ftgiires of officeta in Uieae 

establidimeuta were not available to him ; but he hoped that the C.-in-O. in hit 

reply vrould iudicate the proportion of Indians and Euiopeana. He pleaded, 
in iMt connection, for greater Information om. ssatters oonnected with tim navy 
and appealerl to the C.-m-G. to IniBe them more into his ennfidanoe. He assertea 
that Acre were enough young men available in India to meet the reqalrements 
of the navy aud with more publicity Government would End no diElouttf to get 
suitable Indiuis. He gave the example ef Australia and Osnada who haa built 
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9 Sf witfcoiit going lo Eogbnd for tMr ( 

“ ttMt woald ncce|4 hia raiofation. 

5ir Ardkttoltf ITavei/, C.ria-G. replying to the Mite, wMmed tte 
xeKdntion of Mr. Kunzrii because it gave him in opportunity to ezpliio tho 
positoon ilM GorerMcnt with regard to the questUm of recruitment d Mem 
u h • veaxm tribute to the idmimble port olready ployed 

*5? h 2* in the Red Sei, in the MediUnoneui and in 

the battle of tin .Atlantic. 

Referring to lecruitment of offioera to the Indian nary, hie Eioelleney aaid 
that it had been decided aa a matter of geneial poliey Inal during the iKur no 
pennanent commnatona should be given on the R. I. N. eaeept to fill up 
vacanM date to normal wastage in the pre-war eatabUaliment The leaaon for 
this d^ira wm ihat the Govcmraant were not oeiiain whnt the aStengOi of 
the R. I. N. woidd bent (he end of the *WBr and they did nod waift to have 
an nnneeeasarily targe Aiimbnr of oflicers on hand holding jpecmnnent eommiaaibna 
who would have to "he psovided for. A eimilar position .had been eieatad in JMtain 
at the end of the inat war aud they wanted to avoid that diAsalty this time. 

Rcgar£ng <he nrtud methods of remiitmenti sdection was made from the 
training ship DufTerin and from a special examination. He raarntted that irom 
his own experienee of these enminations, the -nnnSber of nandifitss Appearing was 
small but many of fiiem were found nnauitable lor medtoal or othar rnaaon and 
only a smali proportioB Of the teandidates were fonnd eiiitable. It waa possible 
that the attraetioa to the yornig men of other permanent aepv i eai waa greater. 
He woidtd w de o m e even opportunl^ to popnleriae the navy and he ittOiii|M 
that a neat deal could ne done in tins •direction by arranging lectniea in wnieerallsi 
and other edncational instittitiotta. 

lining to the reserves. Hit Exeellenoy eaii that the R. L N« waa wot 
really a reserve in the ordinary senee of the term but the Mem had to go 
on active eerviee wt once. Recruitment to thk waa mainly from inewontile 
riiipiiing and G overnment had to take earn that merohaat shipping In India 
waa not depriiwd of all its Indian oflken. He arid Shot out of 87 eppUcntioaa 
lor oommiaakins in this cotegory from ladiiM, 10 had been noeepted. The jeit 
could rither not be spared by dieir emplojreii or were found mediorily 
comperativriy emell and. therefore, its capaeity to apae men for tha le a er ve s 
was limited. , , . ... 

Bot their need for officers still contiavad and henw they had to ge Into 
the open market^ for people, even tiiough wHhoiit nsmiotts experience, who 
would volunteer dieir aenricei, in the Ro^ Indian Navel Votunteer Reaervo* 
His Excellency srid that 101 Indians had been accepted and given commieakma 
in thia volunteer reserve. More than 4,000 applkwliona had bom rmved, but 
the majori^ of them wm found unauitabie, and among those found aritablA 
a large number failed to paw the aomewiiat rigorous medical examiaatlen. He 
hoped that in future with greater publicity about the service, more mitable 
Indians would be coming forward to aerve in the Indian navy. ^ , 

Referring to the pro^xirtioa of Indian to Britiah offieora. His Excsllency 
said that he could not give any exact fijciinis. In ^e Bufri Navy ttie 

proportion of Indians to the British was 1:3. while m the Royri Indian B sa erv e 
It was 1:3. But taking the whole navy the pr^rUon appioxfmati^ was thieo 
Indiana to five Europeans. In condurion, hit ExceUency said (hat bo had grant 
pleasure io accepting the resolution. . . ^ ^ , 

Paniit Kuntru said that in view of the C.-ln^.’a g^/e io necepting the 
resolution, he did not like to make any remarks on the sab}eeL 

The rcsolation was then passed. 

Oo 5 oiTfOff OP Political Pswowms 

Mr. P. y. Sapru then moved hb resolutioD recommemting the inetitation 
of a system by which non-officiri viritori selected from among members of the 
Gentral Legisuitare mi^t be able to visit and report on jails imd prisons in whlrii 
Mticnl prisoners were kmt In centres wbidi were nnM the control of thn 
Government of India. Mr. Impni said that from ftgufm avriliM to . 
wwie In all 258 pdlitioal priaooers la HrolL Mhi and Ajmer 
priaoneri were detained under the Defence of India Act and tUr 
been investigated. They were not ordinal priaoMrs sm m 
entitled to epe^ treatment in tbeir pimee m oonfineiiMt He 
riial among these detenus wen men of ill aondei of < 
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Congress So'ialiftts nn^I former terrorists. They were all pnt in the same 

jail and given the same treatment. There were also ntcvaDces^ he said- 
r^arding ^eir dietary allowance, family allowance, and other amenities, 

hu. Sanrii do'lared that the Italian prisoners of war in India were getting a 

much better treatment than our own prisoners who bad gone to )atl for political 
rcasojis. Mr. Saprti Dioncdit that there should be some system by which members 
of the Central li^ishiture would be able to visit the jails, see for themselves 
the conditions tiicrc aird (o find out for themselves their grievan^^ if any. 
I.Tiidor such a system, Mr. Sapru feit» they could avoid incidents like the 
l)coii hunger-strike. Ilia request was a very moderate one and he hoped that 
Go^'crnmcnt would have no dilHculty in ac«*e}>tiug his resolution. 

Mr, Conran Smith, Home hfef'retary, replying to the debate pointed out 

that the Government could not a(*ccpt the resolution as it stood. Firstly, there 
were already non*o!IU‘ial visitors who bad been appointed to visit jails in the 
centrally administered areas in Ac*oordancc witli the recommendations of the jail 
committee. Hecoudly, the Govern inent r;otiid not ac;^ept motive as the criterion 
for clanlflcation oi prisoners into politicals and non -politicals. As a matter 
of fact jail administration did not reca^nise political prisoners. The Home 
Hecretary did not Bug;:cbt that some members of the Central liegislature would 
not make good jail visitors but the duties of juil vif^itors required sest for social 
work ami sympathy witli pri!«oners. The Home Secretary said that the 
Government would be prcpare<l to ai'ccpt tlie resolution if it were modified and 
recommended to the Go\criimont to consider the I'rai^osal for appointing iion- 
ofticial visitors sclcctcfl from Central liCgisluture to visit security prisoners in the 
Deoli detention camp. Mr. P. N. .Sapni acrepted the suggestion ana the resolution 
as amended was can'icd. 

Ki^iholution' IlK.: Atlantic CiivtuTEu 

Mr. V, V, Katikar nest moved the resolution relating to the non-appHcahiliiy 
of Atlantic Charter to Ihdia which In the opinion of this House is likely to 
prejudice the war eft'ort* of tiiis country at tliis critical juncture'. Mr. Kahlar 
sahi that the < 'onuress imrty were never under the illusion that the Charter would 
bo applicable to India. But many others were and they felt that after all 
romnuMisense had dawned on UritisH rulers o! India. Tliey were fortified in 
their belief by the de<duvntiou of Mr. Attlee that the Charter would be applicable 
to all rares and ficonlc itihabitiiig the world. 

Chair : Membora ol PiU'Uamcnt arc liidile to make mistake. 

Mr. A'ahAvir: Mr. Atdt*c is not au onlinary member of Parliament. He 
is a member of tlie Uritiah t'abinet and <le]mty Prime Minister. 

CUair : The correi’t hiierpreuitloti of the Chaiter can only be given by the 
persons who wore a party to it. Mr. I'kim^bili baa disdared that the Charier would 
apply to only those countries which were under the Naxi yoke. 

‘Pandit 'A'uu^rM : Sir, it would be dfiticuU for iioo-omcial members to carry 
on diwMission with the Chair. 

Chair : No. I do not wish to carry on discussiou hut only wanted to corrad 
a mis-statement of fn?t. Mr. Kalikar, )deas« proceeil. 

Mr. Kalikar icfcrred to .Mr. Churdiiirs statement and said that the Primt 
Mluiater had maintained a atudied ailetice over the question of India ever siiict 
be bw'ame the Prime Minister, lie, however, promptly corrected the impression 
that the Charter could be att^dicablc to India. In doing so, the Prime blinister 
bad getatW prcjudicctk the war efTiurt of tbia country and had weakened the stand 
tabeti by t'le protogontsts of war efiort. Mr. Roosevelt had not spoken so far and 
in the isce of dUTerent iniorp|^atioiis placed on the Charter it would be beat to 
ohiaiii the judicial interpyetation of iie applicability. As for the demand of the 
Rittiah Government for cent per cent agreement in India as a condition for any 
constitutional advance* Mr. Kalikar asked whether ibere was any country where 100 
per cent agreement existed and was there cent per cent agreement ia the 
dominions before self •government wee granted to them. 

Mr. Mi, X, DaM, snpporling the resolution, araoed that it was clear from Mr. 
GhnrehilPa words that indja waa also disenssed at the meeting between Mr. 
Churchill and l^etident Rooeerelk. By aaying that the Atlantic Charter waa meant 
primariW for those foutiiriee whidi md loet their freedom in this war, Mr. 
Cbnrbhill implied that other conntrici inclndine India were alao disonsaed in 
connection with the general declaration. If It had been an original idea to exdoda 
India aad other countrica from the scope of the declaration, then they wonld hare 
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• ■PJmBc ese^ion in inch euM in its clanws. He went on to snv that 
tha Aagnti dMlamion of the Viceroy ooold not reellv eatiefy India beeauee it 
waa made to arming at an agieed eolotion of their dtfferencca, tad no 

apeci^ V^iod for India'a attaining Dominion Biatna had been mentioned. 

Mr. P . M Sapru vehemently condemned Mr. Churchiira etatement and declared 
that if Bri^o waa really fighting a battle of freedom for all couutriea in which 
they wwled India a twppOTt, they could not deny the. name freedom to countrlea 
ovfjr whuA they dominate. He felt that Preeideot Booeevelt had really meant to 
loeliKM In^to also in the aeope of the declaration and IumI made thia point clear 
In hia addrcaa at the International Labour Conference, if he did not come out 
with, any epecial etatement queetioniog Mr. Churchiire interpretation, it wae beeauee 
he dit not want to give the leolationiete in America a handle. 

Sir A P. Patroi opposing the resolution, said that to hit mind the dcelaration 
of August 1940 waa fully compreheneive and conceded the right of Indtane to frama 
thdr own eoniiitution, subject only to the existing obligatione of the Briiieh 
Government to , various interests like the minorities, the Indien States, etc. Ue 
deplored the exiatence of communal differences and eziireeacd the opinion that they 
mere the real barricre to iha progrem of India. 

Sir ifoAd. Yakub, opposing the recolution, declared that it waa the 'height 
of hypioeriay* to any that Mr. Cbnrchili'e ataicmfiii would advcrmly affect Indla’a 
war cflbrta becauae none of the polittcnl parties or aiatetmen waa really dcing. any- 
thing to help the war, even before the Atlantic declaration waa mnde. Ue vent 
on to argue tliat the tyi^e of wcftcm democracy envisaged in the Atleutic Charter 
waa uneuitable to India. Uis own opinion was that democracy waa not suitable 
to any part of the world. 

Mr. Bajpru : Do you want Nazi rule 7 (laughter.) 

Sir Jiohd. Yakub : I'here ia only one Hitler in Germany ; but there art 
a number of Hitlers in this country. 1 lone all Hitlen. (Mora lau|ri>ter.) 

Sir Mohammed then proceeded to my that there wae no use tlaming the Uiird 
party tor perpetuating their communal diflerenrts ; they must do away with 
their politiciaiia and statesmen who were really rcaponsible for the preacni 


disharmony. 

Sir Akbar Bydan\ I^eider of the House, intertening at this stage, eiiaoniiftd 
that so far aa the reaolution was coiimnrd, the Morcrtimcnt would irnialn neutral. 
He added that the report of the delate would in any case be forwarded to hia 
Maieety'e Government. Turning to the anbjeet of the resolution, Sir Akhar said 
that he did. wot think that Mr. Churchill in his statement had dtnii d India any benefit 
which India, would have derived if the deciatatiou bed been applueble to her alsa Mr. 
Churcbill bimaelf had declared that the principle* of the Atlantic Charter were em- 
bodied in the declaration which the Viceroy bod made in India on In half of hia 
Maimty'a Government. Mr. Chnrcbill bad not in any wav disassociated India 
from Uia pvtociiHcs laid down in the Atlantic Dtrlaratiou ; on the contiary, he bad 
apccially amoctaited India, with them. Sir AkUr declared that it was for alf of 
them to pvt their beads and their hearU together and bring out sii ogrcid conaii* 
tution--agiecd to tbe extent tliat H waa possible to agree in any conelitutioiial 
matter. He aseured them that he and others who were with him on the Goicrn- 
ment ride, even though they did not btve a backing in the covniry in the eenee 
that they luul no orgawised party ia the country would give them all the help 
they cevYd in arriving at a aolution. ... . . 

BaatBl Kunzrn, siieakiag after Bhr Akbar, welcomed the gesture of goodwill' 
mmba by him and aaid rhal the pretence of sim h roemhera aa Sir Aklwr Hydari« 
Bb Feios Khan Moon sitd Dr. Koghvendra Bao in iha Ilxemtive Council waa 
far fcis opinion aa indanUfon of the advance, they could make if thev all worked 
ntele-Modfd for the npliftment of the coiiirtry. Ue did aat agree wit fi Bir Akhar 
that Mr Churcbill'a statement had not made siiy dHTcrence. It would make a 
vital difference to the moral eflVet of the charter on U»e warW. ^ , 

Beferring to India, Pandit Kuhstm aaid that be wiaa humitintcd, lalcaaely 
Iramiliatcdt by tht exiatence of amdt different in timeouninr ; ton lliey 
look U them from the proper fienpectlve. Ihey ahoold not be altowjd to become 
alwr to the progreaa of the country. The beat way to aolve those dtifereticca waa 
Mt to any that until they eompo^ their difleTtitcea, Um would not be given 
fraedm. On the contrary, with a definite promise sad hope of freedom before 
thM^ people would be made to forget tb^ amaller iaanca. 

a brief reply by Mr. Kalifaw, the iciolnlion was preeeed to n dlriahm 

end wm ^ ^ **** 
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PAfiSAOfi OF TBBBB BiLLB 

Tho Council, there-ofter, paiied throe Billo m pnseed hj the Legieln^ 
life Aefembly* namely the IHU to limit to a maximum of 60 per annum the 
amount payable in rci^pect of tax on pro/easion, trades^ catlings or employments ; 
tha Bill to empower the Federal Court to make rules for regulating the preaenia^ 
tiou Of appeals to that court and the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant 
Skipping Act to improve the conditions in migrim-shipa. 

During ilie coneideralion of the last ItilT. hlr. O, 8, Bozman made it clear 
that on account of war coiiditioni and aiii|>piiig dinSciiliiia, the amendment could 
sot be giveo effect to before the end of tlie war. The Council then adjourned. 

Income-Tax Amend. Bill 

tffli. HOVEMBER llie Ck>unoil of State deroted the whole of today (o the 
eontideration of the official Bit la already paaacd by tlte IiCgiaialive Aaaembly. 
Sneaking on Ibe motion for conaideration of the Bill to amend the Indian Income- 
lac Act, Sir K, Ramunni Menon welcoitied. the Bill ae it corrected certain anomalieo 
exUrting at preaent. The Bill, he aaid, had .the effect of reatoring the poaition 
esiattug before 1939 in regard to tiicnme acerning in an Indian State for the 
Mirpeeea of comftuting an aaaeaaee*a world inccime. He thought, however, that ihe 
Himalon of agricultural Income accruing in au Indian State did not fiilftl Bie 
deiliikion ed agrieultiieal ineome laid down in the Incotne-Tax Act. Sir Itanmoui 
leK that the ainae proeedure ibould be adopted with regard to agricultural income 
In bifCh Britiah laraia and Statea. 

lir. Shantidas Asker an congratulated the Finance Hember in hanging thia 
flMaam and wdoomed Hi iparticirhir the yiroTiaion in the Bill enabliug a tax payer 
ta Mm depreciation atlowamw on a legitimate par of hia ’buaiueas aeaeata to which 
he waa net entitled before. He, iiowever, felt tliat thia amendment ahoiiid be given 
effb^ to from April 1, l94Q, from which date depreciation iraa to be computed on the 
wiitlea down yalue. If tiria woa not doiieliwoind wieau over-aafeaenieui for tneome- 
tas 01 well aa exeeaa proffta tax for certain perioda. 

Rofaning to the pronaiou for dcprec^wtion on bnHdiiiga let on hire ahmg with 
mehinery, plan or loimlittrei provided the letting of Uie huildiogi waa inaepacablo 
‘ tlm Jetting cd the madiineiy, filant and fnrultnae, he aaid that tiiere waa 
eed for tlie* pvoviao, berauae wKiGr the exiaiing nioviBioiiR, dei>rei4alaoii waa 

dy admHmibie ia ihe caae of aneh inacpnrable fatiildinga. He wauled that 

that claiiee abouid be juiiahly amended ddetiug the provtao. 

Afr. /*, AT. Sapru compleincd of tlie manner in which the income-tax Jaw 
waa being administered mid tax|iayera were put lo all aorta of iui-onrcnicucea. He 
^nted out tint the atatement of auounla etibmiiled by the aaaefetca were not 

S nerally accepted aa true. Be oalced the Fluaiice Member to iaaue durecliona to 
e Inoome-Tox dmartveni to adminlater the law in a more aymtmthetic apirlt 
Mr. Sapru felt that the High Conxta uiHler tlie cxiatang law provided liulo 
opportunity to the tax-pmng public to aficure relief. He urged fliat aubjeci to 
certain qualificaliona High Courta abouid be empoweved to review income-tax caaea. 

Pandit Hriday Nath Kwuru wcleomed the bill becauae in it were incorpora- 
ted many of the viewpoints of the critica of the Income-Tax Act The bill gave 
relief to email ttaeiaeea. Pandit Kuunru Pointed out tbe liardahipa of the Hindu 
undivided familica under the income-tax law. The exiatUig law penaliaed them 
liw not taxing and aeparatiim the aliarct of individuala conatitutinc Ihe family, 
lie atked whether it waa the inlention of the (ioremment to hanaicap the uii- 
dWided Hindu tamiliernt 

The Finanea Member railed a point of order by etatiug that the bill had no 
proviaion relating to an undivided Hindu family. 

Pundit Munsm : Several other members bad referred to aubjecte which are 
nol embodied in the bill. They have done ao in the hope that when the Act was 
again sHiended their viewpoint mig^t be given due conaideeiUoiL I am dt^g the 

Tkeihaar nded that the apeaker mnat couffae himedf lo tke peoviaiooe 
of the bin. 

Pandit Kamxru proceeding laid that a partuenihip was tiealed better thiB 
the undivided Hindu Ceklly. 

The Chair : You .cnaiiol ngntd an nadivided Hiadu family aa a partacialiipi 
Faadft Kunsru : Tee^ Goecmmeal haa eeea to U that it doce aol beconw 
gaff* Monllj tpeakiag fl is. IfoROver, aieaihen of the aadivided Biada fmllj. 
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il they regieleted themwlTes iuto • firm, conid be Miecied eeperelely. Be nrccd 
tbftt Ciovernmtnt irouid Rive due conaideratiou to his vieers. 

Sir Jeremy Rarsman, replviiip to the delate, said iltnt he trta Riad to note 
that the bill ^ had been accorded general approval by the inrmbeia. ReferriuR to 
the point raised by Mr. Tarker rcRardiiiR sii|'fr-la.v aFsvesment in J02(W2l or 
1921-22, the kiuance Mcmlier said that the inimber of pa%ninits in those years, if 
any, iraa very small and the quesiicii of taL«Tptioii luciiiionrd by Sir. J'arker 
ana purely academic. Replying to the criticisin voiced auninst Uie levy of a fee 
for makiiiR an application to Ihc conimissionor. the rinniu-e Member said that aiich 
a deterrent waa necesanry to prevent t rople li^hily milking atich applicatioiia. 
Their esipcriencc ^ waa ihut at the lime when nsseK^ecK couhl make api'cala to the 
coniniisaiouer without any fee the commissioner was eo overwhelmed with aiich 
npplicBtiona that it waa not posaible for him to devote rtcpitsitc alfention to hit 
other duties. But it was the iutrntion of the (uurrntucNt now to iaane inatriie* 
tiotis to the commissiouera not to con tine themselves to such cases where applica* 
tions hid been made with the tmyrornt of (he hv but on their own motion at 
they used to do in the past to take up for reviMoii any rnaea in which they 
thought any inineiice or mistake had crept in. lie would not escUide the 
possibility that in the light of cxperiri'icc (to\ cm nil lit mi^ht at some future dole 
be able to take a difTorent view in the matter of Icvxing n fee. But he could give 
no assurance now that such a cliaiifre would lie done. * 

Referring to the point made b^* Mr. Sopru tlint a Kalnried asaeasec had 
had an advantage over businessmcri, Sir .Icreniy J'nisnmii sniil that the only 
advantage of a aalaricd aasessce was that iinomo-tux was deilin^ted eA'ery montA 
at Uie source by the employer himself. But there was no reason why a 
bustiieasmaii should not (lay hia tax by mstalinoniK if he so cltoac. 1 he depart* 
ment waa olw'ays prepared to arrange for ftayment of instalnioiita of income-tax 
in the case of a businessman also if he dcsireil it. But every biisineaamnii would 
certainly know hia annual turnover and be should be able to so plan hia afTain 
that he would be able to make payment of hia taxes when it betame due. 

The bill waa then passed. 

Bijx TO Amend Excess Peofits Tax 


The bill to amend the Exceas Profits Tax was then taken into conaidemtion. 
Mr. Shantidaa Askurati wrlcomcd certain features of the bill whk’h ho considered 
were commendable, particularly the provision removing the discrimination aa 
regards treatment of bonowccl entatal between money borrowed from a bona* 
fide banker and money borrowed from any other person. But he did not like 
the wording of some of t!ie clauses of tlie bill. Jlcferring to the provision regarding 
aiiv transaction which had for its ptiniosca Uic a\oidHiiic of tlie ICxcesa Profita 


fide banker and money borrowed from any other person. I5iit he Uia not like 
the wording of some of t!ie clauses of tlie bill. Jlcferring to the provision regarding 
any transaction which had for its ptmiosca Uic a\oidHiiic of tlie ICxcesa Profita 
Tax, he said that Uie clause should be made applicable only to trannactiona of 
wliii h the ‘sole o))jei t’ was i»roved to lie the avoidance of the tax liability inatead 
of to cases wliere the 'main puriost’ might be avoidance ^ tax. ,, , , 

Referring to clausca 8 and 9 of the bill dealing with tlie roethoda of 
computation of capital, Mr. Aakuran wrfeomed Uie inovlaion but urgc<l that 
it should be given retrosjjective etlcct from f*ept. 19011. lie alao felt that ve^ 
wide and radical jowera had been gi\eii to the excess profits tax officer^ in tlie 
hill to decide w*hat exi^enditure was 'icasonablc and neiX'Ssary to the rcquiremefita 
ot the business*. That was going too far. IJe pleadeil for wholesale deletion 
of tliis aub-clause. Vexatious interference by ollM'ials, be said, would only mean 
killing the goose that laid the golden eggs. He further regretted to note 
that the amendroeiita moved in the Assembly to the Bill with to 

appeals to tlie High Court had not been accepUnl by the Government. He honed 
that on some future occasion Government themselves would be 
amend the Act allowing appeals to the High Court on all aecttona of 
iiicome-Tax and Excesa Profits Tax Acta aa a general luineiide. 

Sir Jeremy Raisman declared that he could see no Ij^ic or cqiiijy in the prtqiMl 
that only those transactions should be diaallowed whose sole ohikt was r^uc^ 

or avoidance of liability to the lax. The proi>oaal, he said, could ottly be Juetilled 
on the aaauniptiou that the iiitercila of the ytjmmnniiy at lar|te or of tiM IresMry 
had no importance whatever in comperison with facility which should be given 
tollie turner to reduce hie ll.biHiy. . Ae tor the deveiid for m MMnBee m 
U»« fioor ol the Home tbet the jirovwone of tl« clwmto ^ *® 

rtdnetkn or evoidauce of to* ItobiKty woidd . not^ ** 41 ^” * *,^ 

■npiVTal ef tke Omtoal Bond oi B^conc, (Im FudMe UmlMr Ritoiatod tht 
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■teicmnt nuda in the Aeiembly that it vaa the Oitrermiant'e intention that in 
practice eaaea of tbia kind would come to the headquertefe. lie would not put 
that on Ute batie of an aasaraiice. It was a itatcmeiit of intCiUioa aiicl practire. 
loatrurtaoiia to that effect bad in fact, he understood, been itsued or were about 
to be iesued. 

ifr. A$kuran : pien why not give the assurance ? 

Sir Jeremy Batsman said it was because he did not want to lie invoked in 
arguments about bre^h of faith or things of that kind. He would merely state 
that it was their intention that in order to keep the administration of this imi)or« 
tent clause on right lines the examination of these ca^es should be made at* the 
heedouartere. Aa regarda ^killing ihe goose tliat laid golden eggs*, the Finance 
Ifember reminded ihe House that it waa very important from Government's point 
of view that liie golden egga must come into the right basket. .Since fonr out of 
lira of Che golden eggs now lielonged to the exchequer, it was highly iroi)ortaDt 
Uiai Goverameut ehould see that they were not mislaid. (Laughter.) 


PjtBfSAOE OF OTHER BILLS 

The bill waa passed, as also the bill further to regulate the extent to which 
railway property shall bo liable to taxation imposed by an authority within a 
province, the bill further to amend the Jndiaii Com^wiiiis Act and the bill to amend 
the 'J rade Maiks Act, all as laaeid hy the Afscmbly. Ihe Council then adjourned. 

Indian Toi.ice Service 


aOlh. NOVEMBER The Council of Sute disciissed to-day two non-oflicial 
rcsoitttioiia and paaaed one non-otlicial Bill of Mr. Chidambaram Chettiyar which 
amended the Indian Limitation Act. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru moved a resolution rci'ornmending that in order to accelerate 
the paee of liidianixation in the Indian (K>lice service recruitment in Kitgland for 
that service may be atopned and vacancies for which recruitment at present is 
made in England be fillea by compel ition in India by direct recruitment and by 
Increasing the number of sui^ior |)Osrs reserved for promotion from the provincial 
civil service from *J0 to 3C) fnir cent. Mr. Supra at the outset reterreu to the 
recommendations of the Joint select committee on the Government of India Act 
whieli had recommended an inquiry into the question of the composition of central 
services five years after the inauguration of tlie provincial autpiiemy in the provincea. 
lu the normal course such an enquiry would iiave come about say in 1942 but the 
war has upset the whole plan, and it was vlnebtful if any enquiry would be 
posaible for the war |>erioa wlHcb was very indefinite. Psri rsasii if the British 
were serious about giving dominiou status to India after the war and if Mr. 
Amery's Uacat atatement that tlie Attgust offer wns much more far-ie.'iching in its 
effects Uiat even the Atlantic Charter, then the Bntish rulers of India must show 
by actions and deeds that their conteution was correct. One way was the complete 
ludiaiiisation of the central eervi^ei. For it was iticoiiccirabhs for any seif- 
governing dominion to have its seevures recruited and controlled by the Secretary 
of l^atc from 6,UU0 milea from India. Mr. [^npru said that India attached a great 
d^l of imiiortance tliat the personnel of the scrvii es translating the )>olicics into 
aeiion should be Indiana. Proceeding. Mr. f^apru eaid that in the abeence of any 
eiinnirv the present comjmsiiion of ecrvice based on the cemmission^a recommends- 
Mona would continue indefltiitely. Ihe Indian Police Service till 1919 was entirety 
manned by British, adH Itidhms were not permitted to enter it. The total atienm 
of the service in 194() wee 032 iiieluding 422 Earopenue and 191 Indiana, llie 
piesenbed pro]iortioii lor direct reernUment wae 50 Europeans and 40 fndlaht. 
Mor to recruitssenl in EngUtid was made by compeutive examination. In 
1989 leeniitment iu England waa made partly by competition and partly by selection. 
In India lecrnUrocnt was made by competitive cxamuiation and by promotion 
from among offiiere of tlm provincial ]H)Nce service. BiiicO the wer norniiment 
in Knglend bed been made pneely by seleetion. From this Mr. Saprn dedaced 
thni pieiioition of ladhuie in tna pdliet service wae etill very nnaaUetectoiy. He 
ieermil that tbe Indiaa efCBseiit in tha eerviee had entivny inttiicd itsHf and 
urged that the qneetlon of its complex Indiimisalioa ehonU ( 
new mcmbcce of the Oovtinor-OenmiV CoancU. 

Ifr. Conren Smith, He 


i be taken up Ihe 
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d«ba(e in tte Hohm w n limflw raolaliM on tlie IndiM Oivfl SttviM. Dot th«« 
WM two dmnniiM batwm tiim rcMrintion and tin pnrioaa one about the I.C.S. 
Thu re^iitton atM for the abmdonmeat of the proponione on which the pneeat 
Mmpoeiuon of ^ Indian police force waa haaed. Further the leaolution naked the 
Government of IndiA to Uike tuch eteps et under the Coiietttution onW the SeereUrj 
of State could take. Any change in the composition of these' services was the concern 
of the authority framing the future constiuition. From the point of view of prteUcU 
administration and the conditions of war, no tinkering with service questions 
was possible. The need now was to keep the organisation ot the aeciirily asrvioee 
intact and unimpaired. Moreover, what wat tlie urgent neeeesity of anticipating 
under theae eonditiona an enquiry which was due to be held at some liter date 7 
AVhat form auch an enquiry would take it wae not possible for anyone to say 
now ? Referring to the charge of raeiallsin, he was sorry to hear the very harsh 
observations on the British element in the police service and the disparaging 
remarks about them. All that he would eay was tUe Indian iiolice aervice like 
the 1. G. H, was composed of men of the highest quality available both in England 
and India, llie pieaent atrength of the service was 401 Kiiropeans. and 202 
Indiana including the listed poets. Actually on account of war conditions tlie 
recruitment to the liidisn police aervice in Eiiglsnd had been very little in the 
last two years. In 1940 only tliree Eiiroi>eaiia were recruited and in IMI nil. 
The present difficulties of the war situation were contributing automatically 
to an increase in the ratio of Indiana in the aervice. He appealed to members 
to free their minds of racial prejudice and look at the question from a pracUeal 
point of view. Ue suggested to the mover not to be in such a hurry at to destroy 
the iHirtnership between Indlsne and Europeans in the service. Wst the mover 
sure that tlie Indian members of the service were in favour of breaking up tlie 
partnership 7 In conclusion Mr. Conran Bmith aaid that the Government would 
be prepared to forward the resolution together with the atteechei made on it to 
the Secretary of Btate as he had done in the case of the previous debate on tho 
Indian Civil Service if the mover would tiiiiably alter the resolution. 

Mr. Sapru said that the object in bringing forward such a reaoluUon after 
one regarding the Indian Civil Servioe earlier was to keep their grievances in eiieb 
matters constantly before the Government in a parliamentary way. If India 
waa to be free and self-governing, then she must have control of all lervioea. 
It miiat be left to her to decide whether ehe would or would not have Europeana. 
But in view of what Mr. Conran Smith had said, he withdrew hia resolution. 

Mr. Couran Smith again made it clear that he would forward the resolution 
together with the debate thereon, as in the previous case, to the Secrctsry of State. 

Indian Nationals in Malaya 


PumSt H, N, Kunzru moved his resolution on Mslsya recommending that adeqiiale 
steps should be taken to protect the legitimate rights of Indian naiionala in 
Malaya and full support should be given in particular to the efforts of tbs Iiidiau 
workers on the rubber plantations in Malaya to improve their living conditioiit 
and to secure higher wages. Pandit Kuozrn gave details of the wages question 
as it affeeted the Indian workers in Alalaya and dwelt on the difference between 
the wngee earned by the Chinese workmen on EuroiJean plantations and those 
earned by Indian workmen nnd also the difference between the cost of living 
allowance given by the Malaya Government to Indian workmen in their employ 
and the idlowanoe given by European planters to their Indian workmen getting 
comparable wagea. While the Government of Malaya gave an allowance of 28 
cenu a day, the European employera were giving only about 10 cents a dny. 
Fkndit Knnsru said ha did not know what this dUparity wm due to and why n 
Oovemment which adopted no enlighted attitude towards ito own Indian workmen 
failed to bring pieaeora on European employers to adofj a A 

<&iatiafkcthm and diaappmotmeot* aaid the apeakar. that lha Malayan 
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bad tbown how nnoommonly qaiet Indian workm havo pra?i<ma1j been. One 
could therefore imagine how Rrave mutt have been the diaaatiafaction among 
them which compelled a fairly large number of them to go on atrike. 

The Government of Malaya citargcd Indian worken with having been guilty 
ol violence but there waa another aide to the mctnre. Some membere of the 
Central Indian Aaaocmtion notably ita preaident, Mr. Raghavaii viatted the eatatea, 
and the apcaker iiiiderBiooil, they concluded, the Indian workera had in aome 
eaaea been harahly treated ; they had been deprived of light and water aupply. 
An explanation came afterwards but the full faata were not known because there 
had been no judicial enquiry. Indian workera had now gone back to work but 
there were one or two things in connection with the atrike of which serious 
notice should be taken. 

When the atrike was going on a battalion of Indian aoldiera with an 
armoured ear unit was brought into the district on the ground that it was 
necessary to use force to prevent violence being done by Indian workera. Without 
prejudicing this quesiion 1 should like to ask why it was tliat an Indian battalion 
waa aelected to doal with the strike. We have sent our soldiers to Malaya not 
to quell atrikes. not to fire on their oountrymon there, but to take part in war, 
ahould war break out. We have sent our countrymen to defend the empife, 
not to have our countrymen shot, llie Government of Malaya ought to have 
sent any yoliinteers they had at their disposal but by using Indian soldiers to 
fire on Indian workers they have insulted every Iiidiau not merely in Malaya 
but in this country. 

Pandit Kuiizru went on to say that he understood that after the riot, 
between 200 and 300 Indians had boon taken in custorv and he wanted to 
know whether they were tried in a court of law and what happened 
to them. He wanted to know definitely whether the Government of 
India had protested against the manner in which the Malayan Government had 
acted and also whether they had asked for a judicial enquiry into tlie cireiims- 
tancos connected with the firing and the causes of the strike. If sneh a thing 
had happened in India the Government of India would not have hesitated to 
order a judicial enquiry. Hence he was not asking the Malayan Government to 
do what the Government of Iiniia themselves would not he prepared to do. But, 
however dcnlorshle the incidents connected with the strike might be, they had to 
think beyond and toke such steps as would create coDteniment among the Indian 
workers. 

In this connection, Pandit Kiinzru referred to two points on which the 
Government of India should stand firm in their negotiatiotis with the Government 
of Malaya, namely to secure for the Indisii workers full citizenship rights and to 
improve the educational facilities provided for the children of Indians in Malays. 
He suggested that the State sliould take upon themselves the responsibility of 
conducting siiflicient number of schools and nut leave it to the plantation employers. 
As by so doing the Govern incut would be giving educational facilities not only 
to estate labourers but also to other iion>estate labourers. He understood that the 
Government of Malaya was coiisiUering a proposal to utilise the Indisii immigration 
fund for assisting the immigration of Javanese labour into Malaya. Pandit Knnzm 
asked the Government to ensure that the i in migration fund which had iieen created 
for the benefit of Indian workers in Malaya was not used to bring ui Javanese 

labotin^ G, 8. BoTman, Secretary for Overseas, giving a detailed reydy derlarad 
that the Government of India’i policy with regard to the qiieitioii of Indian bbonr* 
era in Malaya had always been wbat the resolution wanted it to be and It would 
continue to m the same in future. He deocribed In detail the circumetancea and 
events eoonected with the atrike of Indian laboiirera in Malaya in May laat and 
said that five men had been killed and approximately sixty received more or Icae 
severe injniiea. From the information be had received, injiirtee anstained by the 
imliee or the military were negligible. Explaining the action token by the Goveni* 
ment of India in this eonneotion, Mr. Bi)zmsn said that on receipt af reporte 
from the Indian Agent in Malaya, the Government made representottona to the 
tnthoritlea and told tliem that any action token by them to deport Indiaii labonr* 
en it large numbers would require n good deal of juatifteation. They had also 
meda requeato to the Oolonisl aiilhorUies for holding a Judicial enquiry into the 
eltenmatoncea and eaiiaea of the nirike. He regretted to say that Ootoeial 

Mterltiea had not yet seen their way to accept their aeggestloa;: la Uwlr eoma* 
poadioee the Goverament had afieaaod the aeed for laaliiatioa of eweh aa eaqai^ 
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•ufflctot avidMoa might be eTaileble. llief Uva alao draara the 
attetwn of On Colonial aathontiea to the extnma reaenlment felt both in India and 
Ibl^ (ke nM of Indian ttoopa to eruah the atrike ol Indian laboniaia. Bafar* 
nv to fNation id atanding wam for Indian Uboareia, Hr. Bosmaa aaU that 
wfc f }!> > yfa y* WqpttiM Tititad India in 1938-39, the Ooaammant had taken 
the jjamtion ttat tha baaia of ealonlation of atandard wage would require eompleta 
netam and iaaiated that the ealenlationa ought to be baaad on tha family 
and aok the. individual. 

In ooneloiioa Mr. Botmao amid that the reaoliition virtually stated what the 
Qovernment^a pdliey had ton and he had already given an aaauranee that that 
policy wonld be continued. He asked the mover not to press his resolution. 

Panda JTuMsm welcomed the very cordial statement made by Mr. Bosman. 
But if in the matter of this question, the Government's policy was the same as 
his he could BOt understand why the Government could not accept it. But if 
'the Qovernmeat and particularly the new Member for Overseas would feel any 
embarrassment if the resolution was pressed at this stage, he had no objection 
to withdraw it. The resolution was withdrawn and the Council adiotirued till 
^tnrday. Not. 22. 

Indo-Geylon Joint Report 

ttai. NOTBXBER The Council of State diacusaed to day the Indo-Ceylon 
Joint Report Mr. G. S. Boiman, Overaeaa Secretary, moving that the report 
be taken into coneideration, traced the course of the negotiations in l>elhi and 
iu Oolombo, and pointed out that in moving the motion, the desire of the 
Ooveroment wae to find out what public opinion in India had to aay upon the 
propoeals in the report. Government tnemaelvea, he laid, had an open mind 
on the anbieet. In conaidering the pro|>osaU, he would auggeat to the Uouae 
UMd it woald be helpful to determine the main points upon which a decision 
was requifud. Firstly, whether they wanted or did not want an agreement. 
That wai fuDdamental. Secondly, if they decided that they wanted an agreement, 
then they ehould try to ascertain what were the vital points iu India's connection 
with Ceylon on which no compromise was in India’s opinion possible. Thirdlf, 
in offering comments on particular provisions of the report, they ehould asoertafn 
what reaetiooe the modifications desired would have upon other parte of the 
report If these main points were borne in mind, said Mr. Bosman. they Miould 
be able to elicit eome neeful and helpful constructive criticism. 

Mr. if. S Aney, Overseas Member, who replied to the debate on the moUoo, 
in which Pandit Kumru, Mr. P. N. Sapru, Sir A, P. Patro, Sir David Dtvado§§ 
and Blr. Kalikar among others, participated, laid that the varioua viewa esprcaaed 
would be carefully considered before final conclusions were arrived at. KeeaHing 
that ha did not give any lead to the House when the report wae discussed in the 
Aeeembly, Mr. Aney said that the fact that a debate that took place without any 
lead from the Government in a matter of ihie kind, enabled the Government better 
to aeeertain what the repreaeiitatives of the people had to ray on the subject. Had 
he himeelf given a lead, he would have been accused of forcing a decision u|)on the 
Honee. If he had to aay anything at this stage, it would be that the Government 
would take care to see that in the diacuasiona and iicgoiiaiiona with the Government 
of Oqrlon. the Government of India would make an attempt to stand steadfastly by 
the etintlsl principle, namely, that the interesu of Indians should be duly eafe- 
go^od and tl^t the bouour of India should not be impaired by anything done 
in Geyloo. (Cbeen.) Iiidiane who were io Ceylon were there at the invitation of 
tha C»lon Oevernment ; and the Government of India would bear that tn mind 
la their esaminaiion of the propoMls. The ptinciples laid down by Pandit 
Konm would be duly coneidered by the Government of India, who in coming to 
their eoncluiions wonld certainly aee that public opinion eapret^ ouUida die House 
was alto fdfta due weight. A country like Cevlon, he pointed ou^ eould not be 
idf«enlBotcnt In thcee daye, it waa dilBcuU lor any country io be self-tuffielcnt. 
Too ngerd for eelf-eufllciency creeted e eenee of narrow nationallam. The 
Government a India wonld eee that, in their regard for the interceU of the people of 
Owlon. the intereeU of the people of Indie were not dwegerded. He wenM th^ 
• baKng of ooeneae should grow between the two coop tries.. coode^Uy with the 
Mrtonemona noeiUon of Onion ee wdl ee thet of India. Both the eoanirieo 
^Id M ^ they hiM^ a common deetlny. It hope that the 

Govwamentof India would work and endeavour to bring the futnfe negoUationa 
le a* eiinmnifnl tffnflntkWr The Connell then adjourned e lee die. 
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Denoics Cohsultativb OoMsiiTm 


TIm Central liegialatiTe Aaierobl j began ila autonn seiaUNi at Hew MM m 
the ITfb. Oelaber lt41 with Bir Ahdur hakim in the chair. Sir GmnumA 
Motion for the election of six non-oAeial members to the Defeoet Cooenllatifr 
CommiUce was taken up for dieeuceloo. 

Mr. JawtnadoB Mehta, apeaking as a member of the Gommitlee, fomnlalned 
that joong men who applied for commisaiona in the Army and were edaeamnallp 
and phyaiealij flt for them had been unfairly refected. 

Coi, Rahman, a member of the Oentnd Intenriew Boant for Cemmiaeiona far 
the Army, replied to Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta’a chargee and asaiired llr. Bfehta that 
there waa no racial or leligiooa diacrimination at all in the adcetion of eandfilalea 
by the Board. He said that even after the ime limit had been incmiaed, ladiane 
of the right type were not coming In aoffieient nnmbera, although amoM thoee 
who appeared before the Board were b.a.'s and 11 .A.X aetora uwm HcfnywooAi 
piofeaaional aingers, dancers, lawyers, doctors and engtncefa^ Boitahilfty ioc a 
eomroisaion in the Army consisted in a combination of many qaalitiaa^ aueh as 
education, aound health and abo?e all the power of leadermiM and ho eaid fho 
Preeident of the Board had euffleient experience to be abla to ^ge of the 
ability of a candidate from this atandppint by talking to Mm for ten minutoa. 

Many mambera, including Prof. Banerjee, interrupted tke speaker and dadaioA 
that all tneae qualitiea could be acquired and no uian eould aamia aecnsafely and 
fairly beforehand the latent qualitice in a /d?en eandidata. Col. Rahmam relcmd 
to the fact that 76 per cent of the candidates appearing betiava the Board pamed 
through. That, he claimed, did not ebow that tiia Bom waa being dtom loo 
itriet or unfair in examining the candidatee. If the perceotage of those lecooimeud* 
ed for tome epeeial preUmlnary training to bring them up to the required atandunl 
waa taken into eoneideratton, the proportion would go up to 84 per cent. 

Mr. G. V, l^ehmukh asserted that in order to ereala real entboaiaam among 
the people, and get the right type of people, for eommissions, it wae easenlial that 
the British Goferoment should make a declaration fixing a definite period after 
the war for India to attain Dominion Status. 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor, replying to the debate, explained the ueeful part which, 
he tald, the ConsoltatiYe Oommittee could play. It would, he said, nndoubtadly 
give great help to the Defence Department and Government were anxione to 
utilise their advice in all matters in which Government felt they were qualified 
to advise. 

Several voices : What are those matters T 

Sir Ourunath eaid that It was not possible to give an exhanitive lift but 
the members of the Committee were obviously not qualified to give advise on. 
military operations in their technical aspeota but apart from that, there weiu 
numerous other matters on which the Committee would be very useful to the 
D^artment As regards the number of merobera on the Consultative GommitCee, 
Government had taken into coneideration the great interest which membera took 
In matters relating to defence and that was why the Committee had ten membera 
instead of the normm number of six on departments! committeee generally. As for 
the complaint that the Committee had not had more than one meeting ao far, Bir 
Guninatn expressed regret that it had not been poeelble to have more ineetinga but 
It had been announced that tliere ought to be at least one meeting in every ouarter 
and it waa hoped to have another meeting this quarter. Bir Gurunath inoieated 
that Government would be happy to explain and meet criticisms of the Central 
Interview Board on the Oonenltative Committee, bnt he made it clear that there 
now was no question of martial and non^martial classes, scheduled and non* 
■cheduled, listed and non*listed claasea and there was no ground for distrust 
There were now two Central Interview Boards instead of one and on both bodies, 
there would be two Indian gentlemen cl high character and atatne and the country 
eould truet their iudgment There might have been in the past bonafide mlatpkei 
made eitbiw in rating or aooaptliig caadMatea but it waa hcqted that the *BoanlB 



-S7 OCT. <41 1 


■tLIEF TO COTTON OBOWBBS 
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Reuet to Oormir Gftovats 

n ^ Houie took up Ettd dimneti for ftbouk on hoor Mr. 

/ksAmuAh s Adjoiirniiieiit motion domaodmic lurgtiit and. anbtUntlal iftlM to eotton 
growert partienlarly of short siapla cotton^ wid after tbs Oommem Mombor^ 
reply. Urn mover wiihdrew the motion. Mr. Iteshmukh referred to She disMMsion 
on the name subje-t last session and to Che amoraneea given by thor Commtiee 
Member on that oocaaioii. Since the passing of tiM order ireesing Japanese asMte, 
the export to JaMii, our greatest customer, of abort staple eotton amounting to 
nearjy one «>d a half million bales bad sloaned and the result wu Chat In Ma 
provrn(«, short staple eoi (on wliit-h irss seimig Inst year at Bs. 00 per kandy had 
gone down Co Its. 40 and that at a time when the new eotton crop had not yet 
come into tiio market. Ho said (hat Gieat Britain, in af»ite of the (reeling order 
Klating to Jaimiiesc assets, had taken steps to relax that ordtr when iiaeessary 
ill the Uktercst of keeping nu hir export and im(>ort tcada. Great Britain had also 
bonght the whole of the Egyptian emp and aim fottoft from Iraq. The Barma 
Govern meirt had decttlc<l to buy tlie wluilb of tlie cotton crop in the country. Why, 
be aikcdv could net Ibe Government of Indi.*! take eimetar action t Why had the 
Government of India, on the other hand, given general permioalon to Import rftw 
cotton from Iraq ? Why ahoiild cotton- be imported* nt all, while Indian eotton 
was svailable* ?* He also asked whether the assurances given In the last seasion 
by one individual memlicr of the Govern menl of India wem merely hia own Indivi- 
dual assurances and were not binding on the Government an a whole, even In theee 
days wiien there was so mueli talk of the coUeetive responsibility of the espandsd 
Council. 

Sir A. R'nmoBwami MuiCfwliar, replying, gave Uie assuranee that the Govern- 
ment of India had constantly before them the intereste of the liidiaa sgriculturlst 
and he mentioned in this conneciioii that not a day bad naaaed when aomt problem 
or other relating to agricnUnral products, particularly snort staple entton, bed not 
been before him or hie IHipartrwent. He made it clear without entering into the 
larger question of collective r(!S]iOiisi)>tlity that the oaeuraiioes by him at 

the last session were not individual. * I may tell you”, ho saidi, ^*a»y member of 
the Government of India living an; assurance gives it on behalf of the Government 
of India nnd no question of merely iiGruoiial assurance can arise.” (Cheers). The 
Commerce Member went on to point to the actual rise in prices of cotton that had 
taken plsce an. I gave the instance of *(>omras’ which in March tbia year were 
selling at U**. 17 j and were to-day soiling at Ks. 185, while in June and July 
the price had gone up to Ils. 215. Me did not grudge that price. He waa happy 
that it had gone tin *, but when the price did go u|\ nothing was said about tM 
Government of India; it wns only when it went down that a great deal was said 
about the Govern nu'nt’s iiii responsiveness. ]>etailing the steps liken to iiiereass 
the use of si'ort staple cotton, tbe Commerce Member said that sitecificationa 
on behalf of the Supply iH'partnirtii had been diluted with the reeult that the 
consumption of cotton liv Indian mills hod increased on an overage by four hundred 
thousand to five hundred thousand bales over those of the previous year. Fiirtbcr 
dilution might have to lie made and the problem waa engaging tbe Supply 
Department’s aitentiou. About tlie |>ossil>ititv of finding alternative maikcU the 
speaker observed that Govcrnincnt hod tried their best : and abort staple cotton 
was now going in larger quantities to the Uiiiud Kingdom and the United States 
of America. To the United Kingdom during the months from April to August 
this year we exported 32,000 urns against 21,000 while to U. S. A. we exported 
17,900 tons against 9,000 tons last year. 

The Freezing Order, the Commerce Member snid, capie like a tmlt f rom tte 
blue and upset all calculations : but it wm gralUying that the market b^ 
on and the thrice to-day was belter than in Mardi. He m^e tt clear that* tlw 
Freezing Order was in pursuance of a common policy of eemnomie warfare follptm 
by the Commonwealtb as a whole and no dtstinclion between Uie imllef of tlte 
United Kingdom mid that of India could arise. As for the Burma Govemiimi’s 
action, he pointed out chat the Busmese cot^ crop waa a amaU^ aiid^ » 
Cftsy to handle, unlike the ludiao crop. The Member waa of the opinioii tltet 
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tht •dJoimimeDt motion wis ntber pimnotnio at thia lUge ; but he wee clad thal 
the qoeetion had been lalacd* want it to go out to the agrieultnnat that he 
ie not foing to be left in the eold entirelf bat that the Gofernment of India 
are taking meaearea to help him.*' he added. ’'But all the loar partiea oonearned 
la the qneation of cotton ahould oo-operate in the ablntioa of the problem* namelj 
the Oentral Gofomment, the Provincial Government^ the Teitile indnatrj and 
laatly the cotton gfowera themaeWea." Be alao pmnted out that inercaae in 
conanmption of cotton by mllla waa inextricably connected with the co-operation 
of labour leaden In ^ agreeing to incteaaed honn of work and multiple ahif ta, 
trhieh meant^ of oonracb mon wagaa. 

Hr. DUhmukh eikl that he did not intend hie motion to be one of cenaure ; 
bnt pointed ont that eince the Freeiing Order had been inued by the Government 
of India* It waa primarily that Goverament'a reeponsibility to help the cotton 
grower. He naked that arrangements ahonld be made to ensure that the quantity 
of cotton formerly consumed by Japan should now be consumed by this countij 
In conianotion with other Empire countries. He referred once again to the 
relaxation of the Freezing Order in Great Britain in order to maintain the 
export and import trade. 

Th§ Commerce Member^ intervening, pointed out that that relaxation took place 
soon after the Order was issued. India also at that time relaxed the Order and 
some exports to Japan did go. What was now happening in India waa exactly 
the same as in Great Britain. 

Mr. Deshmukh said that just as the commercial man came to know of the 
relaxation of the Order, similarly the cotton grower should also have been informed 
of it. The Government of India should have taken steps to see that the 
cultivator knew of that development. Even now. the Government of India could 
isauo a communique making their inteutiona <‘iear so that the cultivator could 
hold on to his crop instead of parting with it at low prices. He then withdew 
his motion. 

Muslim Lbaoe Walk-out 

2bth. OCTOBER '.—The Muslim League party walked out of the Assembly, this 
morning, after a statement was made by Mr. M, A. Jinnak declaring that they were 
doing so ill order to register their protci^t against the way in which the Muslims* 
offer of cooperation in the war effort had been completely ignored by the Government. 
*Wc have said from (he beginning*, ho declared, 'tliut tlie major issues will be 
considered later, oiid within the framework of the present existing consliiiition you 
must, if you want our cooperation, associate with us now wiUi n real genuine share 
iu the authority of the Government not onlv ot the C'cntre but in the provinces. 
Ignoring that and ignoring everything else that had gone before, Government 
had come to its decision about the expansion of the E.\ceutivc Council. ‘We 
have come to this conclusion now’, s.aid Mr. Jinuah ‘in the hope that the protest 
that we are .registering today will open the eyes of the blind and the ears of the 
deaf (cheers) and that you will have the wisdom and the statesmanship to revise 
this Bclieme of yours, for I nssiiie you, this will nut help you by a little in the 
tntciisincatinn of (he war effort. On the contrary it is going to harm you. 1 am 
interested in it as iiiueli us any boily else. 1 nUviso ^ou to think over it.’ 

‘Finally, 1 say to the Government, the hon. members tlie press and the 
public outbiUc, ‘ rieasc do nut misrepresent ns. It is the Government and Government 
alone Uiat is rrspoiisibic. One cannot come to any other conclusion but that 
they do not want our nssistatice and cooperation. When they talk of coo|^ratiou 
they moan it on such terms that no a^lf-icspectiiig man could accept it” (ChecrO. 

Mr. Jinnah, earlUr in his stiitemcnt said: *t5o far as the Muslim League 
was concerned, we have made it clear (hat, apart from major issiioa, from the 
beginning we were ready and willing to render every i^ssible assistance in the 

f troseciUion of the war. Wilhuiit prejudice to the adjustment of larger issues 
atcr on, we were willing, as fur back: as November, IQJD, to consider the proposal 
of the Viceroy to bring nlmiit an honourable and workable arrangement in tho 
provincial field and at the centre. 

‘When tho announcement of August 8. 1040. came, the spirit and even the 
letter of it was almost exactly what the Muslim League had urged. The l^eague 
welcomed it : but they were not told what the total number of the ex]>anded 
Executive Council would be, what would be the portfolio! and what would be 
their lowers. Nothiug waa told them except that their repFcseutativct would be 
two. *Wa8 that/ ho asked, *lhc apiiit in which to treat thoee who were to be eo- 
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i® trU Qwniment tnd in Urn dnngw wUnh wn vfit wiltiic 

^ vif (Cheeii.) No ^f-rcspeeting mnn could have accepted that oBee.* 

Qomnnimt thereafter went to aleep. all the time telling na *yoo are not eo* 
operating’. 1 hare always admitted that there is not the alighteet miht that theie 
^ repeetedly uid, ns lar back as June 

lOiO, that ihe efforts you were making and the srhemce suggested by the Goeem* 
meat of India and the Ck>mmander-in*Chief were not sufliciuit. And that yon 
must increase and intensif^r^ your war effort. Bnt ait we wen toM was *yoa are 
in dMger.- Think what will happen to you. Why ean't you say : IliiA what 
will happen to us all. to you. and to us both t* I want you to enter into that 
spirit.* Then came the decision announced on July 88, and the manner in which it 
was undertaken and carried through ignoring eferybody^ *Wby ignore nt I* he asked. 

PiomiKiHe Tazatkui Box 


After Mr. Jinnah’s stateesent Bir tMmiek Jam§$ made his motion for mlen> 
enee to a seleet committer of the Bill to limit to a ssaiimum of Bx 80 per annum 
payable in respect of any person by wajf of tax on professioo. trades, eallings cr 
employments. Dr. Bantrjm and Mr. A, C. Dutta oppooNi the bill on the ground that 
it would result In oerions eurtailment of the resources of local bodiea Bir Nanrw 
Oidmtif, supporting the bill, said that It was intended to give relief from double 
taxation, and not only the rich man but also the middle class man and the poor man 
would benefit from it. Mr. Bmifnaik Bajma, who supported the bill, said that 4he 
loss that would be sustained by the local bodies would really be inslgniflcant. For 
instance, In the ease of the Calcutta Corporation whose annual income was two orores 
and 50 lakhs of rupees the loss snstainki would be Rs. two lakhs and Ii2 thousand 
or less than one per cent Sir Jtrtmy RaUman^ Finance Member, supfiorted the 
bill on behalf of the Government. He said that the tax on professions was really 
in the nature of double income-tax. He felt, however, that some time should be 
given to the local bodies to make necessary adjiistmenis to meet any loas that 
might be sustained. It would not be difilcult for the local bodies to adjust them- 
selves to their available resources. Mr. Jamnadas A/vhta declared that the bill waa 
fuiidomcntally wrong in principle and retrogressive. 

Bir Frederick Jamei^ before replying to the debate on his motion, made refer- 
ence to Mr. Jinnah'e statement and sakl that the offer of full co-operation to 
which Mr. Jiimah had alluded brought to mind an echo of the offer of uncondition- 
al support from one who if he might say so was even greater than Mr. Jiiitish. 
The dangers, Bir Frederick went on, were now so real and imminent that there 
could be no middle course : people either hel|«d or Uiry did not help. Ilmse who 
endeavoured to stand aside as siiectators of the scene were defiiitul;y uot hetning. 
He did not doubt that members of tlie Muslim League were sincere in their (feaire 


to help but their place was in the House and not sulking in the lobbies and pur- 
lieus of New Delhi (Ijiughter ). No body ronld tJiirk the duty and no smouiit of 
juggling on the part of Mr. Jiiinah with eonstiliitiunal arguments could effectively 
smokescreen the duty winch lay before every man and every euinmiiniiy. Bir 
Frederick considered it singularly unfortunate tbnt when for the first time in the eonati- 
tutioiial history in the country, the (jovernment of lidia ci.iitaiiied n large majority 
of Indians drawn from the best elements of IntJia's public life, one of the great 
parties should have chosen to «tage a prot4St and followed somewhat late in tbo 
day a method which the Congress rmrly had made familiar in | olitks during the 
last 20 years. 'Giving Mr. .Tinnali’s words every weight which they deserve, we 
are forced to the conclusion that he and his rvlnctaiit friends staged not a protest 
or a gesture but a definite declaration of non-sssisiain'c in the prcsetniion of the 
war and that means not only a declaratitm ot iion-ssfistiiitcc lo their own country- 
men who lately have had the courage to tip the exceedingly heavy res).on^hililiea 
of office but a refusal of support to incinl>eia of his and other eoirimuiiiUea who 
today arc training in India or actually fighting oversew to defentl not oi»iy India 
hut freedom everywhere— freedom that he may nreaih in peace. We deeply regret 
Uie actioii on the part of the Muslim l^gue*. He hoped that those young men 
who were training to equip themselves for the war, would when they come ba<-k 
from active service, be prepared to forgive aiid forget their cldeia. ‘May I urge’ 
be said, ‘the three parlies which remain (Cengress iiaticnslisUi, indeiendcnti and 
Kuropeans) to determine to uphold such yailiamentary trsditioia as we have in 
this House to join hands in assisting and enticising this Government, join handa 
in assiating in exm possible wsy in the iffective pn^ulion of the war and restor- 
ing that unity in tots conntryt the absence of which is such an cxcctdiugly danger- 
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no 

000 IMoriotfto piMcot titoolloa.* Sir Frederick Jinei’ mUoo woe 
42 TOlci to lim. 

' Hiarou Wosmr’s Rfovrs Bill 

A otiaiber of nolioiit ccUtinff to bItU on Hinda woBBcn't rights wets 
dcoU oHIi iocliidiiig tvo bgr Dr« G. F. DeUmukh (CoogrcM pu ' 
speckUr pmeot for Iho ooeosioo. Bis brother Mr. Gotimd Ihsks.^ 

MtloiisiMt. first noved rsferfoes to o sriect committee of his bill to 
tigpil d iiih itf tifi tinder Hiodo low in respect of msrrisge between Bindns. 

8 ir Sultan Ahm/dt Low Member* spesking on the motion took the opportimUj 
to extend o eordisl wciceom to Dr. Dcsomukh end said bO was speiAing 


tBhmukk^ Oongresi 


aot onlp on behalf of tho aeem b ese of the ilooso but was representing the 

of Ike wew Indian members who had eosee to be members of the Gofemment 
of India. The ambitions ol these Jodioo memben^ be said, was to serte the 
oonotrf Ottd io thoi ambition fhsi would have to seek the assistanee not only 
^ those whs wen in the Bouse but taose who had kept away from It. *li is 
sosb 0 relef. bo sakk. to find among us at least one penou who h« had Hhte 
oowraM to come and we hope he wfU giro . ue help not only today but during 
the whole aesekm {Gbeers). We hope he will persnede other membere of the party 
to whieh hw belbwgs to giva the aseistaace that we leal^ need. Ao regards the 
hill itielf be painted out that a amjority of orthodox Utndn opinion in the 
eounO^i waa dead againat it and it \iaA met with etiong opposition from other 

S uartem alao. The committee on Hindu, women V sighin premded over by Sir 
L N.; Ekn bed already iseued a. report which bed ceitamFy met with the epproval 
of people inside end outside the Houso eud he was sure that the objects of 
the present bill would he serionsly consktend by that committee whose further 
report would, he hoped, be before the House before the budget session. If 
howeves tbe bill was prosed, the Goveriiment would have no alternative but to 
oppoee it on the ground of the strong opposition from the orihodoz sectioD of the 
UUKia community ende. of the fact that it would be considered ssore eppropriately 
by tbe Ran Gommittee. 

Mr. Dethmukh^ in view of ilia assurancea contained in tbe Law Member'e 
^peeeb, withdrew hie motion, making it clear that in withdrawing him motion be 
wee not withdrawing the bill itself which, he said, should be kept in being in cete 
It becamo neecesary to proceed with it later. 

Bihdo Women’s Maintenance Bijx 

Dr. D€$hmukh, moving rcferencs to select committee at his bill to give 
Hindu married women a right to separate residence and maiotenence under certein 
aireumatances. thanked the low Member for his kind words and said ; *Not only 
the new Inoien members but ell Iiidlsu members on tbe Government benches 
will always have the support of myself sue! of my paity. They will have the 
•uppoit so long as ws are convinced, as I am convinced, that they ate really 
woriing lor the welfare of my country. I do not make this distinction, where 
ny country's welfare it concerned, even between Indians and £uroi)eans. He 
left it to Eiiropeane to talk of European peace and £urot)eaii war and European 
■usvivtl. Referring to thoee who argued that no political progiets waa< poosible 
in India unleaa the communities came together, be asked, why do not you wait till 
wa Iraieraiie and come tojietber,. before you take our blood aud our money for the 
war 7 U for doing something cood to my country you roust wait till the minorities 
and majorities coma together. Why do not you wait till then for draining our blood ?' 

Ho went on to affirm sympathy with tbe new members of the Executive 
Councili snd said *. *lRt me assure the leader of tbe House and the Lew Member 
that when we remain absent it can only be out of the conviction that it is good 
for the country. If it ia for the good of our country to come in, we will come in. 
Referring to the motion,* he expressed doubts if it wtm desirable to wait for the 
perkei or ideal bill to be produced by the Hindu Iaiw Committee. 

Sir Sultan Ahmed repeated the assuianee that he would do hie best to 
bring the bill under tbe Biudii Law Coromittee'a consideration. 

Dr. Dtehmukh eventually withdrew bis motion. He later introduced a bill 
further to amend the Bpeciel Marriage Act. 2872, for certain purposes. 

Two OTHEB bills 

Tiro other bille intiodueed were one by Mr. Qoeind Duhmukk to make 
provisious io regard to tutry, rcaidenc^ the tcquiiion, holding or dispoael of 
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Htame Member, ^poekft tfie motion, dmtt with Uie decleied f^jeeuVet of. 
the Meheer moremrat and i^iid to the repeated eooflieU between the Khakiara 
and the^w which had led to eenone torn of life both amonK the Khakian and 
Ae immrdi general policy towarda rolunteer organiaatione oC 
a nillt^^ diarae^, the Government had taken the imblic into confidence in JM, 
The principle at leene woe that the Qovtrument had the right and the duty ol 
pfOteetinK roemlmni pi Uie community and they could not ftirrender that nshl 
to any ielf-appointcd body. The very foot that euch a body eeeorted to drilliax 
waa evidence of intention to> achieve tie objeota by the uac of force. At tha eane 
time k waa pointed one thah for all thoee who wiabed to offer voluntary eervloa, 
the elvio guard# provided, a anitable outlet. He airotigly deprecated atttempta aft 
caatinw aeperaions on die civic guarde. the •iieceei of whiolt. he eaid, had bten 
one of to very encouraging things that had bap|v*ticd during this war. (Chaere.y 
It waa ahaurd to say diac ludians were not offered oppurtunity to enlist them* 
sclaea; Sardar 8ant Singh and Mr. L, 1C. ifaitra took the Government to leek 
foB not taking action much earlier, although they had lull knowledge of the alma 
and activitieb of the Khakaars. The motion wae rejected. 

iXniA AND TIIS ATLAKTIC CIIARTBR 

ftfh OCTOBBII The Assembly took up for dlscuesioa Mauhi Abdur 
Mmske^d Chaudhurifi reeolution rmimmeofling immedinte stepa to give effeet 
in the case of Sadia also, to the joint decision of the British Premier and tha 
ibrendent of the United dlntes af America, commonly known ae the Atlantic 
Charter, for creating a new world, oriler. The mover said that when Piesidmft 
Rooevvelt annooiu*c<l bis eight pomts of pence nnd war atme of the DemoeraeieiL 
ludians thought that they would be f«tntilly uppltcable to India. They bad had 
experience with rreeidenl Wilson’s Fourteen roiiita which were trampled npoa 
when the war ended, but lire people in this country tonsidered that America bed a 
eerluiu partnership in the British Emptn and the worda of the Preeideot of the 
United States would not be tafecu. Ir^hty by the XTitish authorities. He asserted 
that unlcsa a declaration war made applying the Charter to India, the Oovemment 
could not get as xniu-h co-operation and help from Indians at Utey wanted. 

Sardur Sant Singh was glad that Mr. Chuichill had bcvti frank and blunt 
in sayiug that the Charter did uot apply to India. ITeferring to that Portion ol 
the Charter which staUtl Chat the Democrac ics did not seek any territorial or other 
aggrandisemetit, ^?ardar Haiit Ifiiigh said that umicr the name of acquiring naval 
bases, America was really spMuiug up the Brifish Kmpire and depriving them 
of iwtiona of the Umpire. f?iirdar Sant Singh declared that India did not look 
to any outsider for giving her freedom but wotdd stand on her own legs. 

Mr. G. l^. Dcshwiukh declared that it was the instinct of seif- preservation 
that induced the British Government to make the Atlantic Declaration and said 
that, after having declared tlmt the Charter would not be applicable to Indiana» 
the British Goveriimeut should be ashamed lo ai»|>cal to them to give help in the 
war and send their men into the battlefields. »,*%.• 

Mr. said that Mr. Churchill was not really frank in many mattan 

but he was qoite frank about India bccauiw he knew that India was too weak ta 
make any effective protest nguinst his remarks. 

In response to a request from rocrol^rs that the Oovernmeni • a^^ 
should be indicated before the debate proceeded further, Mr. if. S. Awy, 
of the Houi^, intervened at this stspe. The oiKsiioii raised in the rwotofrn, 
be Mid. was no douiit one of great interest to India and he was, Umefore, 
anxious that the House should be given au opport»nity of discussing maUer. 
He believed that for experienced members of the Uoiise it would not have bm 
difficult particularly after the leplia given to interpellations on the qocetior 
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to know wkfti the Government *f nttiinde could bo. They left It to the nemben 
of the Hoom to dmir tlioir own iufcreiiccs from the prouoiBicenieiit of Mr. GhvidliiU 
eonstitnted m they were in thin lloiiec. It wns not for tliem to comment vrm 
theee pronouiicemcntB or eriticiiHi Uiein. 'Die Govenimfut of India were no putj 
to the Charter. iliOMc who ai|;ned ii were the |)ro|H>r ttcritona to aay what «aa 
in their mind when they framed it ; aiul we had tlic nutlioriiiitive atatement of 
one of them on one of the claiiaee. namely Clause 3 cxiendiug the riKht to all 

n le to chooHc tlie form of Eoveriinieut iiiicler whieti they wanted to live and 
irins readiness to restore fiv^edom and independence to tliose who had been 
forcibly iieprived of them. Kviilently tlie latter clause imlieaied that the framers 
had before them those countries which had lost their indei>eiideuce and freedom 
during; the presetH war. 

As reitarda India. Mr. Ciiitrcliill had made it dear that the declaration of 
aelLdeterniiiiaiion conlained in tlie At bn tic Charter did not have ihc effect 
of abrot^aliii); or qaalifyin;; the plrnl^es ulrcady |;ivcn about her imlitkal f'oal. 
Assuming that a declaration was m:tdc that the Atlantic Charter -was apjdicable 
to liidin. would till'd satisfy India / ICri'n before the Atlantic Chartci' was there, 
the Declaration of August. /letivtivc though it was, iiad conceded the 

principle of sdf-dctcriuination to India. Jty merely stating that tlie Atlantic 
Cliarter would apply to India, India's cruise, in his opinion, would not tn-ogress 
to aiiv •extent at all. fJ^lr. Joshi : It would be some tTogress). Even men like 
the iVeinier of the Ibnij.ih, Mr. Aney went on, did not share the view that a 
mere pronouneement api^yiiig the Ailantii* Charter to India would satisfy India 
or iidu them towards ‘ilieir go.al. The point of view had been expressed that 
India saould not bother about getting any more ^ooiniscs from the firittsh 
(ioveriimciit and that InditiiMi should rely on soDKiliiiig else than mere promises 
coming from any otitshle autluirity. Why, tlnai. lie suggested, ask for any 

declaration at all ? Either wc believed that promises coming from statesmeii of 

eminence had some meaning or we did not lielicre it. 

Mr. Aney also i’emind(*d the House that Ciaiise 3 of the Atlantic Charter 
would only be m.>plipd at the aid of the war. in a maitcr of this kind, he went 
on, it was impossible to expect that (he (^veniment of India could form conclu- 
sions independently. All that the fjovcriinicut of Iiidis could be interested in 
was to iind out the views of the public and it was the duty nl the Governmenl 
of India to kec]) His Majesty's (lovernmcnt. duly informed of the feelings and 

■cntimciits expressed in the iloiise. The attiiiulc of ihe Government of India 

would therefore he to Jcmvc it free for the House to decide its attitude. 

Mr. L. K. Maitra^ speaking on the resolution, asserted that the wording of 
the Atlantic Charter was quite clear and was ctiuaily applicable to all countries 
and races of the world uicluding India. However Mr. Churchill might now try 
to wriggle out of a posidoii created by Ihc force of eircumstaiieeiL be did not 
Agree with Mr. Aney that ci’en if the Charter was declared applicable to India it 
would make no vital ditrerence ; such a declaration would make a good deal of 
difference from the point of view of iiiteruational law. 

Mr. Jamnadus Mvhta, wliile feeling that there was an air of nnrealitv about 
the whole debate, strongly I'riticiscvl Mr. Chiircbiirs statement which he taid 
threw them back to the acclaratioii of August 1940, This declaration, he asserted, 
was not a declaration of freeiiom— it was a declaration of bondage— to ywrpetiiate 
vested interests, and the flritish hold over this country, giving the minoritiee power 
to veto the progress of India. He held that Article 3 of the AUaiitie Charter was 
an unequivocal declaration that all races and countries had the right of self- 
determination and that after the war, this country too would have the right to 
frame its own constitiftion, chosen by its representatives, and be free to live 
under under that coiistiiiition. This had been liorno out by Mr. Attlee's statemenL 
Sir Cowasji Jahungir contended that the real grievance against Mr. Churchill’e 
explanation of the Ailantte Charter was that part of it which contained Uu 
reservation that the pledges to India were subject to Britain's responsibilitiee to 
India’s many creeds, races and Intereats. If those words were omitted, would 
the MussfUinans accept that statement, asked Sir Govasji. Ue urged liidiana to 
face the reaUtiee and not to drug their conscience. Without those wordi, he 
declared, no etatement made by the British Ooverement would be accepti)de to 
tnilUoDS and millions of the people of India. ''Unless yon get these mlnorim to 
fed contented, you are not going to have the Government of this coontri^* (Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta at thia atage kept up a running fire of intermpHoo by 
exclaiming : *'Yoa are talking like Mr. Amery. You tie Mr. Amery.”) 
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on ih« rcMtluiion htd not ronplndfd. when it «•« time to tike op 
Mr. A. J/, tAisMts adjournment motion on the Deoli jail kiin};er*tli'ili^ 

Deoli Urnr.Eii-STRiKE 

sVr. Joifhi, moviiif; adjournment of the Uoiiae, »aid that he vai dohi|r ao in 
order that atientioii mii:ht be drairn to the ^rievanoeii of tlie deirniia and that 
diaeu^iou in the House mt^ht result in a sfttisfartory aettli-roent of the 
hanfrcr-atrike and tho |x*o;i|c of India mi;:ht be free from tlie an.\icty caused by 
it. He rccslled the rciio1niio!i on the iirievanees of the detnitiH ami the debate on 
it in the Assembly In^t Nt»v«*mbcr and said that if (iovcriimcnt had done 
eomethiiit; to meet ibo8c ^ricvaiu-va iit that time, thie huniter-Btrike would |)erbai)e 
Itare been avoided The detenns made a representation on their i;rievaiu*fa to liie 
Ctoyem men t ill April or May. linvin^r henrd about iheae Efit^^snees he Idmself 
viti^ Deoli with the (lovernnient of liidni'n itermUsion . in .Inly and pnbhidird 
bit impressions and anp^cstuins. When the detiMins made their represent niioii to 
the Government of India, they rxpvtnl prompt attemiori lo tliosc ^ricvaiii*cs« 
Unfortunately a p:ood deal of lime had breti allowed to idioMc. The i:riet*aii<*r«,, 
Mr. .loshi said, were that they were kvp* in lUndi wbieh ini'* far away from thebr 
homes. J>eoli was im health ti'i^ort. and when it. was r«inenib, iMrilmt llalifi’ii 
and German prisoners were ilotaiiu'd in cool Himalayan hills, tlie complaiiit «af 
the Indian delcntis was not diHicidt lo niHh'iainnd. Kiiriber. it was diftii'iiU for 
their relatives to sec them in iK'uli iKeanse of (be distanec. 'Mieir other iirievaiit.'ee 
were against iluir elassitieaiiim into A and l> rlasKes, aWeiKC of provision / fur 
tfandr families and de|viideiits. and itiaclcipiaic nllowanecH in jail, namely IJ au iiae 
for A elaas and 9 atinaK for the B class. 

it miuht be said thsi (here was no justitn ation for the hitiiper-atrikr; liul 
the diteiiiis had waited for fonr or five moiiths. Me was not an^ip'Stiiif^ that 
they ihould not have waited hiipier but tliere w.as a limit, (liiverniuciii had 
stated they cmdd not consider grievances unless the hiinuer^sirike was giv en up. 
Aa one easo. iafeil with laitonr, lie knew that gricvanecs were not cuiisidvred until 
a strike was aetunlly called and tlien the authorities said that they c«juld not 
consider gricvatn'es until the strike was csllsi) otf. He askifd Governmertt not to 
•tand on prestige but only to consider whether the grievaiicea wcie re al or not 
and if were real to remove them. 

Mr. A, -V. Chnttopfflhija said what was askctl fur waa pure wnd simple 

a B and added that ilunie men belonged to the iiiielli(»entsia and were lined to 
amcnititni of life than iliosc given them now. He urged the foinunicm of 
a committee of the House to s«e the real cunditions in Deoli so tiint; they might 
tcatify if neeessary from time to time us to .the conditions of the dc'ieiius stid on 
grievanees wliieh needeil retlrvss. 

Mr. Govind Veshmukh ciimmented on Ft ury Gidney'§ failure to tee 
lliat it waa now more than a mnnlli and a halt sirn-c^ (loverninei'it nveived Mr. 
Jonhi’a report. If (loverumciit delayed eqimlly ibtir connitheraiirHi of some 

gBtfsraitce relating to the I. M, S. or to the Anglo-Indimi commiiriity, fcir Henry 
(•fidney would have been more, impatient thau ilic detenus had been. Mr. 
Beahmukh asked, woirfd the provision of a tew amcniiim like ref isiriaiioii to their 
pKwineoi and more eiipiwtniiities to ndaiivcs to h'W them, increase the danger 
(hat the detenus were aeid to constitufe to the State ? * ^ . 

Bir R^yinald Maxwell, Home Memlnw, Imlorc replving to the debate, gare 
tlie leteet informatrow about the hunger-strike and said ihnt there were now 
201 priaonere invedved : their general health was sawsfactovy ami of 
waa eerionsly ill. Me had no doubt, proceeded tl»e llonie^ Mviiiilier, of Mr. Josbi^i 
BBoerity but House must remember tliat its rccci'tiou of the motion would 
Ineviubly have ke HTect on the priimim' action. He iHiinted out that their 
dmande bming on their idiyaical weU-bei»g had ireeii oonsidered and a lanre 

number of them granted from time to time, eiwh as, en incresse in their diet 

allowance, clothing, mosquito nets and extra cooking uteiifile. But their demand 
win that they should be repatriated to their home provim-ea and he tithmiticd 

that that waa not a demand for which any prisoner wet entitled to go oa hnnger 

■trike. It had to be assumed that Ihere wen reasona for kee|iinir thm pei^ 
in QovtrDmcBt enstody and if iheif fdiysicml well-being was well ImIe^ nfttf« 
be nnintained it did not greatly matter where ^2 were kept. Jftio 

two elBM. the tmate explained, wet nto eonanltniioo wilh 

itimeeiilniSvee of the Home Depnrlmenla of the Provinem and it wan neA 
“ * for iho Central OoTemwent to nltir that anangcaiaot withnot eoiMNdlliig 


15 
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tlw Piorlnciil Oov«rnmeiita. Tbe rettoa lor tha difitioii wm that, aaMMf the 
fiereont Uekained, aome were definitely of hUch etatne, tome bad Uiiivenity Deitroei. 
while others were cheap agitators. How, be asked, could both these classes 
it kept together ? As regards daily allowauo& the si)eAker said, the demaad 
was that it should be increased to Re. 1-6. Their physical weli*beine, ho 
^faund, did not reqtiire the increase. As regards the demand for aaeqaate 
family allowance to the dependents of the Security prisoners, he pointed ooi 
that if! necessitous cases family aliowanoes were being granted. Similarly, 
faeititles to relatives to visit them and to enable the prisouers themselves to vimt 
skk natives had been granted. 

Demands about their place of confinement, Sir Reginald continued, were 
pdlitkal demands, and he maintained that the? were demands which salted 
their own .fancy but were in no way necessary tor them. Mr. Joshi’s report, the 
' Hosse Member went on, was seen by tbe prisoners themselves and before the 
\ tirike started, they were warned that the consideration of the report would be 
f »rqadioed by any headstrong action on their part. He was himself takfiiig up 
W ime of the suggestions made by Mr. Joahi but the banger*strike surted and (be 
S hole thing fell to the ground. He ezplaiued that the preaent daily aHowaaoa 
A m luffieieiii to ^provide the prisoners with many luznries. For instance, in 
£ ntember alone these luxuries supplied to them included thirty-six tins ol 
m served pine apple, nineteen bottles of Australisn honey (Sir Cowaaji Jahangir : 
\Vity Australian ?i 40:1 apples, 827 bananas, fourteen seers of almonds. (Mr. 
Janh. 'ludas IfMa What is the number ol the prisoners and over what period 7 
You* nre mkdeadiiig the House). The real reason, proceeded the Home Member, 
was \ mlitical, and he quoted from Mr. Jai Prakash Naraiii’s letter which, he 
■aid, made it clear that the writer was thinking of strikes entirely in terms of 
party ’ piopagianda and was asking that strikes should be nnderuken when 
•tihouM and eoHeges were 0 |)en and tbe Central Assembly was meeting. These 
privet B, eoneluded the Home Member, were endangering their own Jivea and 
were nc't furtberifig their own caoae. llie House could definitely diaconrage 
ait^ atm aepta ; hut give way to atrikea of thia kind he would not 

Mr.^ Jtuniiadmt Mehta aaid that even if 1,500 baoanaa were aupplind ko 
In a me nth, it would come to fifty baoanaa a day. Uivided among 200 prisonera 
' ^ ^ Home Member oaf! it • hunuy f 


it meant > ona-fonrCh of a banana each. Dit the 
Thoce ninet een tint ol honey lor a month divided 


amoMg two hundred prieeoera 

Hi^ 


would it en ough to wet their teeth and there would be notbiog to go d 
throat. **1 I'hiok” he oddefi, ^'it ie a cruel joke to deicribe these ae Innries 
(cheers). To say that to peoide of high dtatNa accustomed to a better etandord 
of living oii e-foucth ci a banana is a luxury is to practiss a ioke on their eus- 
cepUbilities. I would rather be out than eat your one-foerth of a banana in jail.** 
Is was no 4 oiisolatioo^ even, that their physical weU-being was looM altar. 
They were not ^orisotiers found guilty of tmy crime but won merely detained on 
anepicion. Hun cer-etrike wns on extreme form of protcet. It might be derined 
to synchronise with the tqmoing of the Assembly. If the detenus wentedfihsir 
grievances to be limrd what wm mpng in on ^ke at ^ Ume the Aeaemblf 
eat t That only i^howed thrir faith la this House. It was Cot moat appropciale 
thing to do. If' the House was not eitting there woold be no one to UsIm to 
thdr grievaooea. To have hif gdevaooea vcnlflated in the best fonim oTallabli to 
him WM the right o f the oitiaso. If Go vmm ment were satisfied that the 
in DeoU were to gotd, ehould i^e mem^ of the Hom on opportunity to 
viiU that place, hit askeil the liume Member not to inaiat oo withdin^ ol 
hunter-atrlke before iakitig action. 

*Mr. N. M, Jookx* ruiteraled his intmilaaD that diaeuasioo in the House ahoult 
exoodite the ending of the unfortanaie eitiiatioo and that OoveniBeat ehouli 
ouTof faimesa and iuetiee. be prompt in giving attenOou to the giievaoem if 
the detenus. In oormid elre um a l soee s the pe^ wto weiu in the Deeli M 
tioiild not themselTes advocate n hiiager-ebdkn; but the detenae wm niit In 
aormel elrenmstanoee.^ If: was.wrsnc to trsM Mr hunnr-etiiko le o Met, 
U wtf wMlmtihm by m haMess end de^io. He wehU beg 
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Mr. JamnaAtir JUvhta considered tliAt the represent At ion of Iiidiaii end Karopc- 
sn commercisl tnteresis on a rAcisl hsArs was an nna<*tiroitiAn in 1941 and was 
a reminder of the exr»l(Kied ticiioii of racial itredonii'iain e of Kuroiiean commercial 
interestf. He pleatled for a ioiiit electorate of all coninicrcial interests with reserv- 
ation. for £»roi>eAiiB if iiecessury. He also |H>iiiled to the iiot-d for the represent- 
ation of the Andhra Chamber of Commerce, erho IihiI w'lit him coroiilaiiits against 
the absence of represer.hitioti for them. Mr. foshi wanted the lalmur representative 
to be elected hv registered Trade Unions in Mndrus and not nominated. If election 
was not conceded, the representative should at least he nominated in consul tatioii 
with registereil Trade Unions. I^tr Frederick James |>ointcd out that it was not 
so much a matter of distinction between Indian and Knropcaii Chambers of Coni- 
meree as adinstmciit between iKHlies repicstiited on the l^lrt Trust. Generally 
speakinir, the basis of representation on the Port Trusts should he the direct interest 
in the ez|>ort and import trade of thst Port, that is the volume of trade done by 
the interests concerned. That was quite iri*es)ective of race. It was true that tlie 
Madras Ohnmltcr of Commerce and the Matlras Trad(‘s AeKociniion were predomi- 
nant! v European but there was no racial ImsiR for their rc)>rrHeii ration on the 
Port Truat. There wai nothing to prevent the Mudma Chamber of Commerce 
from being represented by an Indian. The Madras Tradis Association had at one 
time been represented by one of its Indian members. 

Other Official Bukin kss 

llie House passed two Bills to amend the Criminal Procedure Code moved 
by Sir Sultan Ahmeds aiitl a Bill further to amend the Factories Act moved by 
Mr. Prior, Secrctsry, Labour Department. The House then adjourned till Tuesday. 
November 4. 

l>Er.ATF. ON Indo-Bur.ma Acjuekmext 

4tli. NOVEMBER -The Ilouae took uji to-day the debate on the Indo-Burma 
Immigration Agreement. After bir A» //. Uhaznnri Imd formally moved his reso- 
lution. two amendments were ]novc<l by Mr. Akhil Chandra OttUa and Sir Henry 
Oidney, Mr. Dtiita’s amendment recommended that in the event of the Government 
of Burma not agreeing to a revision of tlio Indo- Burma Immigration Agreement, 
tlie Govemment* of India should give immeilinte notice of termination of tlie 
Trade AgiTcmciit comdndetl Inst Fcbrnaiy with Burma. Sir Henry Oidney*a 
amendment recom mended to the Governew-C ieueral to reqncal Urn Secretary of 
Btate not to imidemcnt the Agreement by Order in Council unless and until 
satisfactory modiiicatioiiH arc secured %vfiich will cany out to the full the Parlia- 
mentary assurances gi'cii wiUi regard to Uic status of liuliaiiK in Burma and 
their right of cniry into Bnrnta after se| uintioii from Inilin, and remove auch 
provisions as ore diHcrimiimtory and hiiiiiiliotiiig to the people of Tndiu. 

Sir Abdul Halim Uhazvuii moving his resolution declari^l that tlie Iiido- 
Burma Agri'enient was a gro^s violation of re| rated assiiniiices given in Parliament 
in regard to India after th.c separation of Biiimn, uriti by otlur higli anthorities 
of liis Maiiwly’a Government, the (tovcrninent of India* and the Government of 
Burma. He (inphnsiscd that the prcw’iit AgiTciueiit was coiulemneil by every 
section of opinion in liidi.^. There waa no qurstion of jliiidus or Musiinis on 
this issue. Both Mr. Jhiunh, President of the AlMudin Muslim l..eugiic. and Mr. 
(Jandhi liad been emi'lintic in Uieir condemimtion of the Agreement. Tlie Hindu 
Mahasabhn, ImUi }fous||i of the Ptengnl l^egislutiin* and all liidinii (lianihers of 
Coinmeree. ond Industry had coiidcinned the Agreement ns nn ofTence to the 
selt-respec‘t of the I'ltqile of India. India dcmaiidcil with one voice that this 
Agreement should \hs lejct ^tl in tofo, »Sir Alaliil llnlini fhen recalled the many 
aasurancea givHi in regard to India by various antlioritica. In the Fiist Kouiid 
Table Conference in IU‘I1. Uie Siih-Coniniittec ndating to Burma had stressed the 
importaiiee of there being no disenniinatlon as regards Indians entering Burma. 
When the Government of India Bill wos being disimsKed in the House of 
Commons. Sir Thowaa tnakxp, on belislf of (iorcrnmeiit. assured the House 
that nobody wanted duuriminatioii slid tliat in the Instrument of Instructions 
there shall be direidioii to itserve iiills restricting Indian professionals and 
httsinessmen. Again in lOSB, Mr. Butler had given an tssmanee in the Commons 
that they had to give the i^ht of restriction In regard to unskilled labour only 
while at the ssme time they did not want to stop the free entry of Indians In 
general. As late as February. 1941, no leia a person than the Premlm of Burma, 
V Baw, in an iiiU'rview to the press in India aseured that thoc would be no 
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agai^ Ip^i, diat Indian naidmto and tatdaia woaM hat* 
tte MBw righta I^Tikger ai Bunnaiia. Sir Abdul Halim conplaiMd that 
GoTerniiirat of India, in the coroioattton of the Indian delegation to Bnma. 
ffid not even include one non*oflicial Indian adviser as the Goveniment of Burma 
^ in appmtog Uie Baxter Commission. On his vay to Diinna. Wr Abdul 
Halim said. Bur Otrja bankar Bajpai, in an interview to the ttresa, diatincilg 
« iP***?“*, were more or less of an exMoratorr nature. 

Sir Abdul Halim declared that Sir Cirja ifankar himself assni^ the Prnnier of 
Btt^ against all luatice and ecinity Uiat it was the Government of India'b 
desire to asoertam and comprehend the «UtHcultiea tliat immigration from IniUa 
might M creating for Burma and help Burma to solve Uiem. Sir Abdul Halim 
asaerted that Sir Girja Shankar's delegation waa a fat-t- finding one and he had 
no right without conaulting the Indian l^egislature, the Indian public opinion 
and other interests, to enter into an Agreement jeoiaidisiug the intereata of 
Indiana and vitidly aflectiiig their status. He (ointed out that no restrictions 
hsd bm placed on the entry of tlie British into Binma hut the discrirolnatton 
applied only to Indians. Sir Abdul Halim Uhasnavi spiraled to tlie Government 
of Burma and the Biirmans tliemselves not to forgot the great eontribulioiis 
which India had matle to tlie proR|.erity of Biirmn and nrge«l the member in 
charge of Indians Overseas to take strong and incessant measures to see that tim 
Agreement was rejei ted tn toto, 

Mr. A. C. Dutta asked what were the genesis and liintor}* of the Agreement^ 
particularly who initiated it ? Mr. Aney, replying. kiuI that demand for the 
Agreement was initiated by the Burma Government. Mr. Uuita, proi*ecding, sakl 
that the denunciation of the Agreement was nnnnimoiis ; every section of Ofdnion 
in India laid it waa unacceptable fiom all points of view and all aspecta. The 
p^lem was unfair competition and alleged penetration i>y Indian labour. The 
Delegation which went from India did not consult a single Indian. Qliere waa 
no evidence to show that Indians liad displacetl the Biirmans in any way. 
Without going into dktails he wanted to sny that tlie assurance niven by reapon* 
■ible Ministers amounted to a gentleman’s agreement. He did not want to 
emphaaise whether it was legally uinding or not, but at ail events the genclcnian'k 
agreement had not been honoured. It was wrong on Uie |iirt of tlie Ootemmeni 
of India not to have given eflect to the asKuranciw given by ilie Ministera In 
Parliament and given also by the i>oveninient of India iiere. It waa essential In 
India as well as in Burma that there shoiibl be a complete understanding and 
mutual eooperathni but an agreement of tliis kind was not helpful to the attain* 
ment of these. Burma luul demandfd, lie sakl, a pound of fiesh and India waa 
hdplesa in the matter. All that he urged was liuit the Govemment of India 
should give notice to ierniijiotc the tiiule agn'c-iiicnt. 'Ihe only hope lay in die 
fact that the porttolw of Gverst'cs wus now in tlu* hands of a rion'Olliciaf Indian 
and the House could rightly look to him for justice. 

Sir fftnry Oidnep, s|>eaking in siinpoit of his smendinent. reminded the 
Hoiike of abiding 8er\'iies w'hich nunitM^rs of his coni m unity had midered to 
Burma, particularly in its Customs Heiurlmenl and iii tlie t*oi>striietioii of ita 
railways and telegraph senices. The Agreement, he sakl. applieil to all persona 
domuited in India or wJio were the subjei ts of Indian Slates. 'Iliis included 
Anglo-Indians as well. Sir Henry, homeier, observeil that he did not take a 
communal view on the mailer. “1 am takiiic a national view”, he dtviared. 

Mr. Chapman Mortimer iiidieate<l that altliougli tlie Kiiro|ieoii (iroiip were erituwi 
of many aspocta and details of tJic Agreement, they were by a majority mipoard 
to the resolution and the amrndiitent (Oh. oh). ’I here were Kuroi'cans m liulia^^aml 
the members of the European Group were among them— a ho recogniseii that Indiaiia 
had a strong ease against the Agreement; but what the Group would prefer wouJa be 
that the Govemdr-Geiieral in Couiieil should recpiest the Kei*rciary M Btate not 
to impleiDent the Agreement by an Order in Council until in cons ultatiM with 
the two Governments coneenicd he waa able to secure such modineatloiit 
would make it more acceptable to the people of India and would «wy jwrt the 
asaurances ^ven in parliament. Among the clauaes wbieb he itmaiderea am* 
tion^le waa the one relating to marriage. Kea^'tion <m fa 
subjects of the Empire between one unit and another should be lemieed to te 
minimnin, be deeWd, compatible wi^ the integrity of fa mil or 
concerned. Defending Sir G. 8, Bojpai uamst attacks on bfan, l it. ^ 
Merttmer aaid that wr Gtryo Shankar bad dene a ifa* ^ 

country. Sir Giija Bhaiikar had to face the ^esUon ; What can I 
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Bannft Government to accept?* There" waa no queitUm of India trying to 
dictate to Burma. It was useless to attack 8ir Girja Bbankar or his successor 
or the Government of India; they bad to do the best they could in the citcum- 
stances of the case. 

Mr. Jan na(ia% Mehta declared that the occasion for thrusting the Agreement 
on the country had been singularly ill-chosen. At a time when there was talk 
of a jiew world reconstruction, Of Atlantic Charters aii<l equal enjoyment of the 
world^s raw materials^ and when the Commonwealth was fighting for its life, it 
was deplorable that one wing of that Commonwealth should have asked for 
and another should have submitted to an agreement of this character. He 'thought 
that the oppression and insult in Burma, South Africa, or Zansibar of the 
nationals of a country of 400 millions was the result of the spinelessness, the 
bonelessness, the rniritlessness and the worthlessness of the Government of 
India (laughter). The Agreement, he declared, was one of expropriation to 
the extent of destruction of established Indian rights—exnropriation under the 
auspices of the very Government of India which was supposed to be the watchdog 
of Indian interests. Section 44 of the Government of Burma Act, he said, gave 
Indians’ rights which were conterminous with those of Britishers; but the tramers 
of the Agreement had relied entirely on the proviso to the 8ei*tion with the 
result thot what was a proviso had been treated as if it was the main provision 
of the section. Mr. Mehta, referring to some of the objec^tionable ^provisions, deno- 
unced the clause uulcr which he had said no India.n who did not want to lose his 
Indian citizenship could now stay in Burma as a matter of right. Indians as such 
had no right to remain Indians and remain in Burma ; th^ must become Burmese 
and then they might rcniain under emtatu conditions. Criticising the Government 
of India delation, he asserted tbnt tlie terms of the Agreement were not riiown 
to Indian representatives in Burma ; the Baxter Kei ort was not shown to them. 
The Agieement was first entered into and Indians were then coerced into accei^ig 
it The Agreement he declared, 'was worthy only of Hitler. 

Mr. O. S. Bozman^ beoretury, liet»artiueiit of Indians Overseas, speaking as 
one who accompanied the delegation to Burma and was present during the 
negotiations, intervened to give information mainly relating to the facts and 
the circa mstanees under wiiieh the Agreement was concluded. He said that 

he would do his best to clear up misaiiprehensioii with regard to particular points. 

After tracing the origin of the negotiations, Mr. Bozman said that the Standing 
Emigration Committee was consulted and they advised the Government cm 
Iiulia to accept Burma’s invilatiou and send a delegation. Mr. Bezman 
contradicted tiie presa report lltat Sir G. b. Bajpaa slated that the delegation 
waa going for ibe iiurpose of exploring whether an agreement was possible. Sir 
Girja bhautEar« be said, was under no ilitiaion aa to the limits of his authority. 
The communique issued hy the Governmeat of India in .Tune, which was inure 
authorirntlve. made it clear, he claimed, that as a result of preliminsry tlisciiasiofia, 
both Govern iiieiita were satisfied that iwraonai iiegotkatiotis offered a reasonable 
prospect of aue(*eM. He also corrected the impression that the conclusions of 
the Baxter Repuit related to unskilled laliour only. Tlie report, he said, referred 

to elements in the meiitnl climate of Btirma. which opposed the entry of Indiana 

and although at pmieut the only overt demand was for limitation of unskilled 
Indian labour, there was no evidence that other elasses of labour were welcome. 
The rej>ort s|H>ke of the deei>-rooied sense of frustration among the unemidoyed 
Barmans. The Goreinment of India Delvgatioii, when they reached Rangoon, 
were laced by the Govern men t of Burma, fortifirMi with the Baxter Report. 
*i1ic House might consider it their duty to place Itelore^ the Sraretary of State 
consideralioiia with regard to the assurances given in Parliament, but the 
delegation who had read tlioae assurances, were faced in Rangoon with an auto- 
iionioiis government making certain requeats. Mr. Bozman went on refer 
to the conaultatkMi with the btanding Emigration CommiUee in India and with 
the Ad Hoc Committee of Indians in Rangoon, specifically constituted to assist 
the Indian delegation it ita ncgotiatioiia. tlhe su^estiooa that the Ad Hoc 
CommiUee were not admitted to ilie aeeiets of bow the ncgotiatioiis were proceed- 
ing were incorrect 1 here waa one point on which thi 7 were not oootuited ; it 
arete at tlie very last stage ot the necotjationa but all the other peinle were 
placed befute the CommiUee. In firt the detegation ggve asm time to ilm 
Ad Hoe Committee than to the Berma MeatiOD. At Om condumon of the 
Mgoliatiooa in Bannpon, it wna obviona that aomething had to be pnt ^n m 
paper, continiiiM Mr. Botman. A draft waa drawn np and waa initialled in 
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Bangoon M KpiCMnltM a fair picture of the eoncliiaione reached. It wac made 
clear at that time that the Cvoverninent of India would not eign the Agreemeat 
in lUngooo and Sir G. S. Biiipai said that the delegation roiiiit conault the 
Standing Emigration Committee^ and certain othera with regard particularly to 
the marriage clauee. The oh)ectioiia to the marriage claute were aiieeificaUy 
dtsciiwed with the Indian Committee in Rangoon. He refuted the auggettion that 
iiiatructiona bad been given to the delegation to come to a comproniiaa with the 
Burma Government. 

ProJ Bannerji, eriticiaed the ‘‘indecent hurry” in concluding the Agreement 
and declaiM that the delegation ought to have rcaliaed the very large political 
and economic intereata involved and ought to have known the general trend of 
opinion in India on the probleroe before them He asaerted that ti waa no 
agreement at all, aa one party aflected by it, namely, the |>eopie of India, had 
never been conaulted. He revealed that the amendment moved by Sir Henry 
Oidiiey had bem agreeil to unanimoiialy hy the leaders of all partiea in the 
Uouae at a meeting on Sunday and he regroUed that Mr. Chapman -Mortimer 
should have oppcMMd it in epite of the iiiiderstaudiiig arrived at the meeting at 
which the leader of the Euroiiean Group was present. 

Sir Frederik James^ stip|x>rtiug the amendment, explained that leaders of 
parties present at the meeting on Sunday had merely agreiHl to reiommciid the 
amendment to their parties. Sir Fredcrit'k Jsmea proceeded to sny that the 
majority of the European Group had rejected the amend men t and decided to 
opi^ the resolution and the amendment. He himself aas not one of that 
majority (cheers). He thought that if he withheld aiipfiort to the amendment, 
it would be neither in the interest of his community nor of Indis; it would not 
be consistent with the policy which the Etirofiean Group had followed ao long, 
(renewed cheers.) What was imixirtant. Sir Frederick said, wan the tenor and 
underlying spirit of the aniendmeiit and with that undei lying spirit of the 
amendment he was in entire agreement. It could not be objected to by anybiidy. 
It did not imply any criticism of the work of Sir G. S. Ua)pai or the GoviTiimcnt 
of India. lu fact, he aaid, the Standing Kmigratioii Committee of whi<di he waa 
a member, unanimously passed a resolution paying tribute to Sir Ct S. Bsipai’s 
services. That waa after the Agreement was concluded. 

Sir V. U. Churulavarkar, in a maiden s}>efch which was cheered, said he waa 
pained by the apeecli of Mr. Chapman Mortimer and felt inclined to ask himself 

whether there was anything to look forward to in the Empire. He felt the 

contrast provided by tbat trieech to the imsition he had observed in Bombay, 
where on more than one occasion, Euro|HUina had been more pro- Indian than 
Indians. Speaking on the Agreement, he said that the only test was whether it 
was in India's interests. If it waa not in India's interests, it waa not in the 

interest of the Commonwealth. He waa not going to criticise Sir G. 8. Bajpai 
or the Government of India. After all. the (yovernment of India was a 


subordinate Government and in spite of the Act of roueb as the Government 
of India would like to fight for ua, they were denied free ac.o))e. He a*>ked his 
European friends whether they believed in a future for them with iia in the British 
Commonwealth of Natioiia. If ao, then the only way of working and associating 
with a nation waa to get into the skin of tbat nation. SupfK>sing an autonomous 
Indian Government were to say that any skilled Et.ro|>ean labour to be imiioried 
into India should coma under one or other certificate of the kind provided 
in the lodo- Burma Agreement, how. he asked, would the Eiiro|>ean eonimtiniiy 
feel about it? If the Agreement were implemented, in spite of the opinion in 
the country, the lack of faith in British atateamauahip would grow stronger. 

Hr IfusBainbhai Lallji, supporting the amendment, complained that ilia 
Baxter Report wee not placed before the SUiiding Emigration Committee end tbat 
the Committee therefore had not the full facta before it to come to a proper 
decision on the Agreement. . . . « 

Mr. Ansp, intervening, pointed out that the recommendationa of the Bailer 
Report were pLaoed before the Committee , , , . . . 

Mr. Lalji aeked why the full report should uot have bMo made evailabte to 
them. He pointed out that when the notice of termination of the eiiating 
anlar-iii.CoiUMil wm nedT«l, tlia Hou« wm in •f««on yrt it wm not 
tnlonMd on miA an impoitMit mattor. Aa rtKatda the claim lo bava emanltad 
tte Ad Hoe Committea ia BanBoon, be read a tdapam from the Prandrot of 
tbo Oomirittaa A.t.H Jn|« azproMioK aurpnaa at aeroial tmiM of the Anaa. 
MK HMM? irtS^ dw n«M»t bad alua, mme anlinly now aod Bnm» Indl^ 
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were etegfcered. Did not thet telegrem show tbat the Ad Hoc Commitlee wee 
not folly contniied ? 

Mr. ii/. 8, Aney. re^lyini! to the debate, aaid that the Government of India 
coitid claim tbat whatever the ditference between them and the political partiee in 
other mattera, both were a};reed in ctinmpioninir and zealonaly auardinjc the 
rijthU of Indiana abroad. Indiana, he cliiiincd, had found in the Government of 
India a champion to proie<‘t the honour of Indiana over8«*aa. Mr. Aney proceeded 
to aiimmariae the ■oide.'tiona to the Aurccmeiit which had been made lioth in the 
Houee and in reprcaentatioiiH made to him by variona bodica. He pointed ont 
that the Government of India dele{;atioti conanlfed the Standing; Kmi(;ralion 
Committee before tiiey went to Il:%nt;oi)n and iilao after the Agreement waa 
initialled. In ll'in;;o'»n, the delegation eonanited the Ad Hoc Committee of Indiana. 
Mhe (fovernment of India, .Mr. Aney prtvec«lcd, were fully aware of the strong 
feeling; apiiiiat thia A^^rcenient. and the (|:ie«tion had been rn*:apn}: the attention 
of the SivTclary of State. The (lovcrnment of India liad lilted the tKMlponement 
of the iaauc of the Order-in-Coniicil. There waa. he aaid. an ohli<,(ation both 
on the Oovornment. of Ihirma and the (Tovernment of India, under Clauar 27 of 
the A(irRem«>nt itacif. to e.niHtder mutually ohjeetiona aiul solve any dinietiUiea 
whieh miuht ariae. Such mutual conaidcration, he thoui;ht, was the only way of 
aolvini; the problem now. If the two Itoreriimcnta came totiethcr in the rich! 
apirit, an Airrcemunt, m vlilio«i ao as to aattafy both the Governmenta, mi^ht ho 
promuli'atod as an Order-iii-Couiicil. 'I’lie (fOvernment liope<l that the people 
would co-ot>erate with thnn in finding a aoliition. He himarlf waa an optimiat 
and btdieved that, a solution would be found : hut, if it waa not ponaible he would 
anproach the liouae for adviec aa rcj^ard iho next atop wliieh should he taken. 
Ufl gave the asauraitec that the (Soverninent of Indi.i would not fnil in ita 
primary duty to the tieople. The (jlovcrnnieiit had seen iM>(h the rnaolntion and the 
amendment Indore the Houae and had decided to leave it to the House to carry 
on the diacnaaion and come to its own conclnaion. Government mem ben would 
not vote. He undertook ttv sent the deciaion of the House and the 8|>aeehca made 
during the debate to the Secretary of State with such recommendationa aa they 
thonghi it neeeaaary to make, in order that ainendmcnta might be carried out 
to make the Agrccineiil u(;cci>table (clrcr). 

After a biief reply by Sir A. 11, Ghturuiru the Hont*e paBaed, without a 
division. Sir Henry Oi fnry^s amendment, na the Hubatiiiitive reaolntioii, Mr. A, C, 
Datia withdrew Ida amoudment. The Ilouac llicn adjourned. 

Women WoiiKr.us i.s Misj:^ Ihi.i* 

Mh. NOVKMBER : ~ Afrcr tpieal ion -lime to-day, ]Mr. U. C, Prior. Secretary for 
liahour movwl a Hit] rccavding materniiy hcncfiis for women workers in minea. 
Among’ the benefiia to he piven are provimiipa that the employer shall not amploy 
a woman for four wreka following childddrih, that she ahonid get authorised 
leave for a month before childbirth ninl that, a woman in eonliiiuona employment 
for nine monilia pree«».!ing the date of delivery shall he entitled to receive a {wyment 
of eight aiiiiaa a «lav for everyday on whi.-h al»c was alwent from work owing to 
her confinement during the four weeks iniinediaiely preceding and including the 
day of her delivery and for each day of the four wei‘ka following her delivery. The 
Bill received general 8»u>|»ort from all aides of t!ie Houae including the Earopean 
Oronn bt»t during diseusaion of sonic of the clniisca, iMr. JobM'h amendmenU 
were ODPoasd by the Euro|ieau Groiio and the leader of the Iiidei^endente. Bir 
HBnro Qidney. Mr. JoaW along with Mr. /amwadoa A/ipAfn i|ioniOTed pnmtlfally 
all the amendmentron the Order Paper. Ouring the fi rat reading Mr. Prior 
ffwve the information that there were 5(\000 women erojdoyed id minee in Indin of 
whom 23.000 were employetl in coal mines and toe rest in other mines. 

Mr. yoa/it’a amendment to innrraae from foiir weeka to aiz tte period ol 
aulhoriae<l ahaenee before childbirth waa o?»poa«l by Sir Henry Gidney and 
wventttally rejecte.! without a division. Mr. Joshi referred to the International 
Ctmyention wnich providc»l six weeks and alto to the ctiatom in India of a woomui 
imt taking up outdoor work fur 40 days after chiUlhirth. The Government of 
India he atid in fixing four weeke was only following the bad eztmqhi of 
AeW Gov"r„««.^ He co«|.Uin«d U»t the PtotincUl wd C»tre> 
Ootcrnmeule hetween Uu m farmed » tre«le uiiieniem er ooa.pirw of icMtUeim 
0 «n«hter)«nd were rjinn wlA «cli otlw to mijl down ewA oC 

commeioK to do pratcnMire ifaliiRe. Mr. LoMand Kavafrat, Mr. 

Mahta end Mr. Abdul Hathid Ckaudkury euniorted Mr. doth. 
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Mr. ^at then wat any conspiracy or trade tmtoniam and 

pnaicd o^ tUt ^though there were some eountriea includini: Germany whleh 
had nufi^ Che lateraational Contention referred to by Mr. Joahi, a oonaldarable 
namto of eonntrica bad maternity lefdalation which did not eo eten ao far aa 
the Gotcmmenl of India went. The type of women employed in minea, he 
said, must be meickred. ere merobera of the House ceriain that the women 

concerned would wel^me the deprivation of their ripht to work for ail weeka t 
Waa the Houm )iiatified in taking; a decision of that kind without an indiiatry t 
Mr. M. S, Anep, I.^ader of the House, intertened diiriiii; the discussion* on 
the pronsion that a roaiiaKer. on his undertaking to defray the coat of madical 
esaroination. may r^iiire the woman to be examined by a qualified medical 
practitioner or midwife and if the woman refuses to submit to such examination 
or is certified on snch exsmination as not pregnsnt or not likely to be delire^ 
of s child within one month, he may refuse permission to her to be absent. Mr. 
After/ supgested that if the woman refused to he examined except by a woman 
doctor, the employer should not be entiilod be(*ansc of that refusal to deny per- 
mission. The employer should make provision for n woman doirior. (Voices: 
Hear. hear. You are B|)eakiiig like au i>p|*ositioD member. Come back to the 
Opposition benches). 

Mr. Prior said that that point had struck the Government and a suitablt 
provision would be made in the Council of t^tatc. 

UTie House accepted a new clatiae moved by Sir O’corffe Spence, Sacralary. 
liepslativc Department, providing that rules might be framed to give a woman 
entitled to maternity benefit under the Act a bonus not exceeding in amount 
three rupees if she utilised the services of a qtialificd midwife or other trained 
person. 

Mr. MilUr (European Group) moved a proviso to ibis clstiae laying down 
that the obligation to pay the bonus shall not arise in ( asc the employer provided 
the free services of a qualified midwife or other trained person in accordance 
with arrangements ap|iroved by the Central Government. 

Mr. Prior accepted the proviso and pointed out that the Governments object 
was to encourage women workers to make more and more use of modern medical 
aid tad the proviso did nothing to defeat that object. 

Ilie new clause with tlie ptoviso was passed. After further debate, the 
other clauses of the Bill were passed with a minor smendinetit moved by Mr. 
Miller, The Bill as amended was then passed without a division. 

Biu. TO Ame.vd Augahh U.vjvEnstTv Act 

Hon. 

BO B 

women , , ,, , _ ^ 

students passing the degree examinations from that college. 

f?ia A. H. Gnrz.NAviV AnJorasMEsr motion 
T he House devoted the rest of the sitting to a brief debate on Hir A. H. 
Ohuznai'i*z adjournment motion to discuss Ibe Govern mentV failure *‘lO protest 
against a statement made in the Sunday AV//-# of I’. K. A. to the effect that the 
“lilood-thirsty monster Hitler is not to he compared with NsMeoii but with 
Mohammed who also wanted to subject mankind to the rule and domination of 
a few individuals. Hiller wants to do the same.” Sir A H. (ihiiznavi warmly 
refuted the statement that by bringing forward this motion he had given the 
matter more publicity than it would otherwise have had. I he dimculty, he said, 
waa that the Government of India was deaf and blind. Hundre<li of newspanert 
had published that in India. He could produce at least 50 newspsperi throughwt 
India which had publi< 4 lied it. In view, however, of the assi^ance Mr. 

Caroe, he would withdraw the motion. The House then adjourned till the 7th. Nor. 

Bill to Ameso Civil Procedurb Code 
7th. NOVEMBER fhe House took up conaidcratjon of noo-oIRc^lal Bllli t^iy. 
The Federal Court, tax on professions, trades, e^., 

Hws and Hindu women’s rights were am^g the J****®^ 

House passed after a brief debate Dr. ^ 

Code of Civl procedure in appeals to the Federal 

lary* in addition to those already poaaeaaed by it ^Bder tM Qov* 
"X. "-. to “•k* *1' "»>«• ««<**«» wgnl-tto* Ike 


Ull.l. lU Ai.iv>At.n j « r> I I a a 

Hon. Mr. N. B, Snrker introduced a Bill to amend the Aligarh University Act 
to enable the University (1) to admit to iis |>vivilcgcs a degree college for 
in which, it is proposed, to organise at Aligarh, ami (L’) to confer degrees on 


powers neceias] . 
Brnnent of India Act, 
16 
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■aitotioo of appeole. The Bill had been leported npoii by a Bdeel CmmiUm. 
The mofer explained that (be Bill would eliminate a amt deal of (be delay 
at pieaent involved in bringing appeaU from High Conrta to (be Fedeial GbvL 
Sir Sultan Ahmed, Law Member, aupported the Bill. 

Tax ok Profebsiokb Biil 

Sir Frederick James* Bill ae reported upon by a Select Gommillae to Kadi 
to a maximum of Re: 50 per annum the amount payable in reapeet of any neraow 
by way of tax on profeasiona, trades, eallinga or employmetit waa then pasead* 
In the eoiirae of the debate on the Bill, the mover explained, in i<qdy to 
Mr. Jamnadaa Mebta’a query, that provinces in which a tax on pmlfliaiona, 
trades, callings, etc., did not at present exist had already hma debamd by a 
Parliamentary amendment to the Government of India Act from levying swbK 
a tax in any case beyond the Ra. 50 limit. These provinces were not^ thnaftiriL 
affected by the Bill. Sit Jeremy Raieman, Finance Member, aupportiag the Iftt 
called attention to the point made by the mover Uiat in thccaaaofpioviaeeB 
not mentioned in the schedule, the Bill took nothing away form them wUeh 
had not already been taken away by the Government of India Ael aa H stood 
now. (The provinces mentioned in the schedule are Bengal. U. P. and C. P.l. 
Sir Henry Oidney, Prof. Bannerjea and Mr. Jamnadae Mehta suppoitsd the BOl. 

Bill To Amend Special Marriage Act 

Dr. 0. V, Deshmukh (Congress) moving circulation of his Bitt to amend 
the Special Marriage Act. 1872, explained that the Bill aimed at giving those 
Hindus who had married according to the Hindu Law, the choice of having 
their marriage registered if they so desired. He elainsed that the BMasuro 
represented an attempt to absorb and assimilate modem ideas of social instiee. 
The Lau) Member indicated that the Government had no objection to eirenladoR 
while Babu Baijnath Bajaria, claiming to represent orthodox opinion, atronxfy 
opposed it as an irreligious and ill-conceived thing. Dr. Deshmukh, he said, 
had come earlier in the session for one of his marrisge bills, thea divorced 
himself from the Assembly, and had again come back for marriage, (^ufthter). 
Sardar Sant Singh waa not convinced that modern Hindu locieto hid advaneed 
to the degree at which a Bill of this kind was called for. Sir V. N, Chanda'^ 
varkar said he himself waa married under the Special Marriage Act and still 
did not think that it bad made him irreligious, as Mr. Balm thought. Be 
referred to difficulties such ae inheritance and succession of children born before 
this legislation came into force. Dr. Deshmukh* s motion waa agreed to. 

The Hoiiae also agreed to the circulation of Mr. Govmd V. Deshmukh*s Bill to 
make provisions in regard to entry, residence, the acquisition, bolding or 
disposal of property, franchise, holding of public office, or the carrying on of 
any occu^iation, trade, business or profession in British India by persona domiciled 
in British possessions on a basis of reciprocity. 

Shariat Law 

Qaxi Muhammad KatmVs Bill to amend the Muslim Law (Shariat) Appli- 
cation Act, 10J7, was sent lor circulation. Section 2 of the Act, it la explaiMd, 
prescribes that Muslim personal law will apply to all cases enumerated teMin 
in preference to any custom and uaage to the contrary. Section 3 of tto Aot 
goes further and provides that if the deciamtion prescribed therein it mode by 
a Muslim, then the Muslim personal iaw will apply to "adoption, wtlla 
and legacies" also: The two lectiona are quite independent. No domoiation 
before the prew:ribed authority it required ior the applicability of eilher -Bection 
2 or Section 5. But the words used in Section 3 are somewbal aMignona. 

They are: "Any person * who satisfies the prescribed authority nArlV • aeelar- 

lotion declare that he desires to obtain the benefit of this Act." WImi la really 

meant is "desirea to obtain the benefit of the proviaioni of tbia laem.” The nse 
of the word *Act' ia misleading and aome courts have rejected ttmeations under 
Section 5 on the ground that they are premature as the preamdbed authority hae 
not yet been appointed by the Provincial Government and no derimtion haa been 
made before it. It ie clear from the Act itself that it waa wot the intention of 
the Legiaiatnre. Hence the amendment proposed in the BUL 

iKTRODflGTlON OP OTBRR BILLS 

Dr. Deshmukh introduced a Bill to make proviaion Isr the rmtoiatioB of the 
Buddha Gaya Temple and ila piemisee to Bnddliiata and ^ ^ bettor management 
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of Mm. Prof. B^nerjca introduced hit Bill to confer * enpiileiBenUd' powero 
M the Mend Court end Mr. Katmi kit two Billl, one. fnrtfier to* unend the 
Code of Criminal Procedure and the other farther to anend^the Indian Pinal 
Code. The House then ediourned iiU the 10th. 

Income-Tax Ambnd. Bill 

liCh. NOVEMBER :-*The i^roposal to tax a man*t income in British India 
at a rate applicable to tlie total of bis income both in British India and in 
Indian States was the main anbjcci of vriitmm when the House took up 
diHcnssion of Sir Jeremy Paisman*^ Bill to amend the Income-tax Act aa reported 
hy the Select Committee. 

Prof, Banner Jee and Mr. Bajoria attacked this proriaion, Prof. Bannerjee 
deuounciiiK it ai an admixture of two difierent hasea. **lf," be aeid, "you ere 
taxinfc on the remittance basia, wh]f ahoiild you» in fixing the rate of tax, take 
into account the asaestee’s income accriiinx in an Indian State but not brought 
into Britiab India Mr. Bajoria, while considering the Bill a greatly improred 

one and on the whole a good measure, took the example of a man who hM an 

income of Ra. 50.(XO in British India and Rs. 5.CKX) in an India State uid aaked 
why he alionld be aaaetaed in Britiab India at the rate applicable to an income of 
Ra. 55,000, although the atim of Ka. 5.UUU was not brought into British Indie. 

Sir Sarayan Chandavarkar felt that the troubica of the asseaaee dit not end 
with l^ialation : they often began with it. The Finance Member should not think 
that hia task ended with the enactment of this legislation. The Central Board of 
Revenue and the Indian States autiiorities sliould sit together and provide a 

machinery for adiiiiting difierences of opinion : only then would real relief be 

given to assessees. 

Sir Cowmji Jehanf/ir said that companies who had investments in Indian 
States and brought profits to British India every year would get no relief under 
the Bill. When the income was brought to British India and was taxed there, 
the assessee had a claim for relief from double income-tax. But refund of money 
from Indian Stales took a long time, if it could be sei'ured at all. If an assceaee 
had trouble in getting refund from Indian Statca, he thought, the Government 
of India should intervene and eee that the refund was obtainra promptly. 

Mr. Chapman Afartimer, on beiiatf of the Eiiro|>ean Group, welcomed the 
Bill, which, he said, removed nmbiguitica aud defects, benefited those with income 
in Indian States snd fortified the Goveriiiueut of India against loss of revenue 
to Indian States. He welcomed, in particular, the new provision giving relief from 
the hardship which would be incurred if income accruing in an iiidian State 
and once taken into account for rate pur}»oaet in the year accrual were again to be 
taken into account for rate purposes in the year of remittance into British India. 

Sir Jeremy Baismun gave the assurance that the Government were fully 
conscious of the difiiculties and hardshti)S of assess^ who were State siibiiM*U 
and who found themselves liable to tlie tax both in British India and Indian 
States ; but he reminded the House that the Government of India could not take 
away from the States the right to levy taxsiion within their iiirisdiction. All 
that he could aay was that the Government of India's infiiience was conatanilv 
being used in directions open to ibcm to prevent assciseca from being aubWted 
to undue iuconveiiiencc and harasaroeiit. He could not go^ into we auestioii of 
the relations between the Goveriiiiient of India and Indian States, but be Mored 
them that even individual cases were pursued by the Government of India and 
that they did do their beat* as far na poasible and were rontinuing to devote their 
attention to the qneetion of putting iheae troublcaonie JiuAtiera on a eallMaetory 
basis. One of the most iiniwtant amendments made in tlm Bill wae direelea 
towards that object It would not be possible to go further. Altboogb be eontem* 
plated that they should decline to enter into double income-tax relief arrangemenle 
with SUtes which trenched on British Indian liwal rigbu Iom nnwarmt^ 
extent or to a greater extent than the British lodw At.!!****®® 

trenched on iheira. he did not know whether it was poiaible to demajid thaA evm 
part of their legislation thoiild corrca|)ond wiA oure. M imw tti RMtiM 
railed by Mr. Bajoria, there was a principle involved, nufctji ^ *5*f 
p*y tu •ecordiDe to hi. toul ineomo ond tto Biolo coidd -t .booip wmio d«l 
with • moo piuMy od tho bMio of * Moiill uwo*.* il ho woo koowo to bo • bom 

“* •“g^tawioiiwoj. tho oAot of which, ho OOid. «M to 

piDvkIt that aa aMviea haviog iaooM ia ludiaa 6Cata aa wall aa la IMlMi 
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IttdlA thoiild be awneed in Britidi Indie el e lete eppliceble to the ineone ariebg 
to Britiili Indie. After tone diiciiMlon, tbe enendiDeiit eei negatived without e 
dlfieioo* The Honae elao rejected Mr. Bejorie'a further amendment with tgpad 
to the Collaetor'a powera for the reeo?ery m arreara of income-tax. llie Bnl, at 
fiporlad hy the Select Committee, waa paaaed without an amendment 

MeoBie Poet TAust Bill 

Sir Andrew ClowU Bill to amend the Madraa Port Trnat Act aa reported by 
the Select Committee paaaed the firat reading atai;e after &lr. Jamnadaa Mthta'u 
motion to recommit the Bill to the Select Committee had been ruled out. 

Mr. Mebta’a amendment nought to remove tbe repreaentation given to the 
Madraa Tradea* Aaaociation on the Port Trust and give the seat to the Madraa 
Plec^ooda Merehanta* Aaaociation. Mr. Mehta declared that hie amendment was 
an aeid teat on the aineerity of the Kuro|)ean representatives' claim to want to 
live on terma of equality with Indiana. The Madraa Trades’ Associatioit, he said, 
had no real claim to representation on the Port Trust. Eight shop kee|»ers in the 
City of Madraa had combined :to form an association and because they were 
Europeans, representation for them was ' to be given, whereas the Piecegooda’ 
Aasoeiation which had had a representative on the ]K)rt Trust for a long time 
waa being deprived of it. Ue referred to the statement that the Madras Trades* 
Association bad occasionally been represented by an Indian. An Indian elected 
by Europeans, he declared, waa only a European with a black face ; .be would be 
a black European and not an Indian at all ; he would carry out the dictates of 
the Europeans who elected him. 

Excess Profits Tax Amendment Bill 

The House next took into consideration ^ir Jeremy KnUmarC^ Bill to amend 
the Exeesa Profits Tax Act. as reported upuii by the buicct Committee. In the 
course of the debate on the clauses, Mr. Bajorin moved an amendment with the 
intention of giving retroapective efiect to Ute provibinn in the Bill that moneys 
borrowed from a bank, as well as moneys obtained from certain other sources, 
ahould be taken ae capital employed in the business. Mr. Haioria pointed out 
that when the original Act was under discussion, it was argued that tbe proviaion 
that only moneya borrowed from a bank or raised by tbe issue of debentures 
tbottld be taken as capital emf»loyed in tbe business did not go far enough. It 
Wat pointed out that a large number of companies and peraons were 
financed by managing agents or by deposits from private persons. That argument 
did not apfieal to the (Government at that time, but since then, they bad accepted 
it and Incorporated it in tbe Bill. He asked them to extend that principle and 

S iva efTeet to it from tbe beginning of tbe Act, instead of after March, 1911. 

Ir. Hu§§ainbhai Lalji, oir Cuwatji Jehantfir, Sir V, N. Chundavarkar and 
Prof. Bantmji aupported the amendment, Kir Cuwasji pointing out that be 
would weleoma tbe amendment, even if some asKPSHces might lose by retrospective 
cflhet being given. Mr. Chapman Mortimar opposed the aroendment. Sir Jeremy 
Bauman «dd be found it impossible to sec sny point of principle in giving 
retroBpeetive effect to the smendment proiosed in Uie Bill with regsrd to tbe 
iicatxBsnt of different kinds of borrowed capiisl. If tbe demand was pressed 
that every conceaaion that the Government made was 'to be given retrospective 
eflbet, he aeid, it would be only to induce coneidershlc hesitation and nervouanesa 
in ttie Governneiit In coming forward with amendmeiita giving coiM'essioiis, 
•veu though the Government might feel they were concessions which, wicbin 
naaoBable limits, might be given. If the demand for retrospective effeei was 
right in this otae why nould it not be right to give retroa|>ective effect to the 
amendment made in the last session, by which (^'d, instead of them^inal 
60 per cent of exeeaa profits should be paid aa tax 7 How would Sir Cowaqi like 
that 7 The amendment waa negativM witliout a diviaion. Tbe Mouse also 
leiaeted without a diviaion Sir Cowe^ Jehangir’e further emendaaent seeking 
to add an axplanatloa that transactions whieb tbe eeaeesee could have reeaouably 
and bonafide efiheted if the Act had not been in force ehould be excluded from 
the eat e gory of tianaaetione the mein purpoee of which might be held to be to 
gvold or reduce llabilUy to Exeem Profita Tex. Sir Cowa^ Jdkangir made an 
ifibfi to provide lor an appeal to tbe High Court from tbe a|ipellate tribunal, in 
eaaaa to whiah tha aeawese had been held to have effected traneeetiooe dceignid to 
avoid or rodoee liability to tax under tha Act Ihe Houaa divided on the amend- 
mMl Md rdmied It by M voice to Ifi. Farther debate on tho BUI waa mUonracd. 
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-12 ROT. *41 } INDIA AND THE ATLANTIC CHARTER 
IKOU ABD TBB ATLARTIC ChARTBE 

nth. NovMhtr^ The House continued the debnte on Mr. AMnr Ba$hid 
Chaudhury'9 xeeolntion rccominrndiug the epiiltoatioii of the AUenlie Charter to 
India and passed it without a diviMon. Gorernnieiit members not opposing. 

In the course of the debate. Dr. Ji. D. Dii/a/, opposing the resolution, 
reminded the House that ahhonuh Blr. Churchill had said that the declaration 
would not apply to India, he had not stated that the pledges given to India had 
disappeared or no longer stood. Dominion Status, declared Dr. Dn/af, would 
exist automatically if cerlsin required conditioiis were presen* Wheu the Tsrious 
political elements were agreed on the kind of constitution under which they were 
prejtsrcd to live and if the minorities were satisfied with the conditions under 
which they were ez))ectfd to live, then the country would have secured Doviinlou 
Status, for the siniple rcMSoii that the British Government would have neither the 
power nor the desire to reject or resist that demand. 

Mr. N. M. Lumasia, also si^skiiig against the resolution, declared that it 
was the Coiigreas and the Muslim J.c*agtie which stood in the way of Dominion 
Btatus. tie asserted that if India were given independence at tide etage, there 
would be civil war. If India wanted seU-govenvmciit in the near future, the 
Oongreee must actively help the Government in the piesent war. 

Mr. A. C, Uatta •up]»o£tiiig .the leaolution. |ioii»ted util that there was iio 
ground for coutromsy over the resolution as wuidtd. J t merely made u re- 
commendation to the Governor*General to take aicpa to give cftect in the ease 
of India also to the Atlantic Chater. Controvciaica on the quealiou whether the 
Charter wae applicable to India or not, wbetber ths Viceroy's declaiwtion of 
August, 104C, waa or waa not aimilar to the Atlantic Chwrtcr were irrelevant 

Rao Saheb recalled tbe asyiiig that when a promise made which we 

knew waa not likely to be kept, we said : '*.wrile it in wnter." Bememberiiig this, 
it waa uirfortuuate, be said, that the Charter waa eiiteied into in inid occnii 
(laughter), tie could not. however, imagine that persona placed as Mr. Churekttl 
and Mr. Roohcvelt were, in constant danger from enemy forces, were in a fit state 
of mind, unless they were stiiicnnen, to give a declaration of any real practhwl 
consequence. Bucb promises as they made were like those whiirb a Banya caught 
in the hands of dacoita might make to those who tried to rescue him. It was 
futile to expect any good from the Charter and he asked the niover to withdraw 
Ilia resolution. After Mr. A, R. Chuudhury had replied, the rcaotutioii waa passed 
without a division. 


IlKPATgJATlOM OF StERMNO DeRT 

The House Xliereafter passed without a division, the Government not objecting. 
Mr, Jamnadas Mehta's resolution recommending that. in any fresh m*brme of 
repatriation of India’s sterling debt, care should lie taken to see that tlie coat of 
such repatriation on Indian revenuta is not unduly heavy. The resolation as 
moved by Mr. Mehta contained the worde at the end : ''At was the cate In the 
last Bcheme." Mr. Mehta, moving it, gave figiiree which, he said, showed Uiat 
the total loss to India ia resi^ect of the last re^muiation acheme amounted to Ka. 
55 crorea. 'ibis, he said, iiu luded the amount of the diacount of £ 11 milliMa 
paid when raiaing ihcae sterling loans and its. ::!() crorea due to Ujc failure to buy 
these atocke at the lowest point of the market and due to Uie Goverumeiit'a ofWJi 
market operatione. Mr. Mekta declared that it was really England who waiitccl 
tlie money for her own war neede and therefure, aa creditor, should have 
foregone a part of the money, because she waa getting U back earlier than she 
should. Mr. Mehta, however, did not want to quarrel with the |uiet, but wanted 
to make eugeeetione for the future, tie suggested tliat the rale for fotnro 
repatriation should be the mean between the rale in lb39, namely Mi and Iho 
rate to-day, namdy 99. 'J’hie would be 90 and reitairiatioii should take place at 
that rate, tie alto wanted a portion of the existing aeeuBiulatioii of sterling 
balaneea to India'a credit in England ihoald be used tb boy the eoMpeny- 
mauaged railway aecuritiea aa alio Port Trnal sterling eecnritiea and to 
transplant to India plant and machinery for the production of war nalerlali for 
the Mkldlo East ami the Far East Buch tranaplautation, be said, would reanlt 
in more efficient production, becauee the danger of and of the dieloealioo canaed 
by honbinge would be leae in Jodk ; it would nleo lead to greater iodnatrtallMlleR 
of the eoootry. Mr. Mehta alao anggcalcd tha amiintmoal o4 a email Oommitici 
of tha Home to go iato all tha proposals he had made and alto the peopoeali 
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tliat gold fhoiilJ not heDcefoctb be elloiicd to ?o out of Indie but ehould be 
purcheeed here eo thet our currency iioeliioti mi|;ht be iiren(*tbeii«d. 

Hir Jtrenty Rauman Raid tliat the mover had (‘OiiBiderably misdirocted the 
Honee» but all tlie same, he would have no objet tiou to Uie resolution but for 
the last few wohIm. lie wan entirely uiiprc|inrcd u> admit that the reimtriatioii 
aeheine carried out in tlie course of this year was <lune at an unduly heavy cost 
to India. He nduted tlie 8U}f};efitioa that the difn-ount )>Hid in loan traii8a(*tioiitt 
represented a Io»m. The <*ontrH<‘t entered into bet wren the (;overnmeiit and the 
iMHid-hotder wua a fiolctnii one ami it was iiiiinoral to tleprivc the iNitid-hoidcr ol 
the loan at any time or at any price that tla; (io\criimerit liiccd. These, he said, 
were lounH hehl not entirely by the hloatnl catutalisi in the Tity of l.otidoii ; a 
coiishlerable fioiiion of the liolderH were fiidiaiiH and iiupoitaiii Tndtaii iiiBtitiitioiis. 
Kefcrriiig to tlic }Kjirit made b^‘ Mr. MMa tiuit advantn;:c Mhoiihl have l»ecii taken 
of the lower price lewis, the f inuiicc 3IeiidM.*r expfniiusi tliai, iHs-auso the (lovern- 
ment of India could o]ieii the subject with His Mnji^iyV liovrriiinent. they had 
U) 1)0 in )iosHC‘ssinii of the iu*i‘rHsaiy sterlin^^ It was all very well to say that the 
necesaary steiiiiic was tlicte, liut it niiiiit be rcnienibei‘c<l that it was part of the 
eertairi hankin;! strin'inre of this i*oiitttry that there slioidd be a ciu'tuin i»roportioii 
of Hterliiii' ill Knirlitiid in order to inainiain the Ktability of Iiidia*s ihirreiicy. That 
iiro)*orlioii of sUniiii}i; was no more availnlile for purposes such as Mr. Mehta hiui 
in mind than, aay, the pold in the Nsiic Hepailmeut of the Heserve Ihiiik. The 
qitestion of purchase earlier dul not, therefore, arise, 'i'he price of an article at 
a time when one did not have tlie money to buy it was entirely irrelevant. As 
sterlint; <*ame into the (Government of Indiu's hands, they piirsiicd the policy of 
0|>en market purchases. It wiis onliiiury pro cilurc. If the (ioveriiment of India 
liad the whole tliin(< in their power Utey could have immc^lintcly issitctl a rc(|iiisitioii 
order but they were cii;:a^cd in discussioiiH with His Majesty’s (iovcrnmeiit. Even 
H0< it was surprising: how small was the movement of juice's in the jiertiNl from 
the date on which sterling was iivailalde to the ( lovernmeiit of India to undertake 
the transai'tion until the trntisiicttou was actually thvoiijrli. He quoted figures in 
snpiiort of the contention that between Aiijmst, lUIJU, and rebruary, IIMI, the ]>riers 
of various stoc'ks on the respective dates of acquisition had cone up between three 
(juarters of a ))Oiut to stii^htly over two toints, wliilc in one lasc the purchase 
pri(^. was actually a little lower than licfore. Althoiijrh the iiftward mocemciits 
of prices had' Uie etlci't of costinj:; Imlia sonietliitij*. there was nothing: extraordinary 
or abnormal. Even if wc bad the power ourselves to put this traiisibaioii through 
the moment wc wisheil to <lo so, wc would not have saved a great deal. In relation 
in the mi^nitmlc of the traiisai tioii, the loss was not large. In a traiisai’tioii of 
i; 180 millions, the (piestion of a million or two more was not of vital importance. 
The Finance McniluT loiitcstcd the slaUunciit that if India were a free country we 
would have done Nomething dilVercnt. He cluinuHl tliut this transai’tioi) had been 
carried nut in a manner wJiich was in our favour and which rcdoundorl to Uie 
great advantages of India and J I is Majesty’s (iovcnmieiit exerciscti their jtowers 
III a manner highly favourahle to India. He f*oni’bidcii hy quoting from writers 
in the Hritish IMtss who hial strongly criticisnl Uic liiitish ( Govern men t for c.xci- 
cising their flower at tlie tiiiio it was exercised in a manner favourahle to India, 
(hie writer had said tliat tlic T'^tock Exchange clutractcrisod tlie irausocaioii us 
’’shall) practice”. 

Mr. Hu$!^ninhf}tti Lalji ngi'eeil with die Fiiianii*e MenuH'r that the transaction 
had on the whole hecn fair to India. He snmiofltcfl the tlciiiand for traiiSjdaBtiiig 
plant and machinery Jvoni Enghuxl to liidm. I’rof. Jiururji urge«l the Fiifaiice 
Klemlmr to ai*ccpt tli? proposal for the appoiiitnumi of a committee to go iato Uie 
nncstion fully. Mr. Chupman Mortimer |)ointe<l out that by the rc|iatriation. 
India had cdc<*tcil a reduction of C II million m tlic |>ayineiits made hy her annual- 
ly ill rea|iect of slcrliiig loans. Sir Cumntji JtlHiuyir thought Unit botii tlie govern- 
ments had benefited from the truiiaactioii. and only Uic stOi k-hoHlcrs in both ( Oiin- 
tries IhkI siiflcred. 

Mr. Jamnadus MMa, replying, declared that having ^ard to the high 
rate oi interest paid on the loans, the heavy discounts |wid were iinpistifiA. 
He gave tlie iusUnce of a losii of seven and a half millions at 4^ fier cent, 
on which Uie discount was jicr cent. He quoted from the Finance Member's 

budget epeeeh ibis year which, ho said, showed that the real object of the tran- 
oaetioa was to help England to prooecttie (he war. Mr. Mehta reiterated Uiat it 
was England who wanted the meaey and ahonld, therefore, have foregone a iwrt 
of the money. As regarda the stractore of the Central Bank necemtlatiug the 
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holdinff of tterlinK in EnRland, he iftkl that etructQre wat not immatablr, 

it eoBid he altered in the mttreafa of the rouiitr^F if the UoTerument wanted. 
Hr contended tliat apart from the paat dcbte for which eho waa paying inieieef, 
India, eomiideriiii; her animal paymenta, waa normally a crediliw ronntry in nine 
yearn out of ten and it waa unnatitral that a creditor coiiniry ahoiikl keep 
enormoun balaiivea in a country from which alic luid to receive iwymeiita. Slip* 
poainft India wae rn ilie wine iKmition aa AinericM waa. the Brttiah iwnple would 
have been fon^ed- to liqithUte their Mfruriltea in* thta coaiitry and pay in thia 
conntry*a currency, and the fndiaii taxpayer wonld not liave forccil to |iay 
for t^ tranaaetioii. Mr. Midita agreed to the dcIcritMi i»t the laat few worda to which 
the Finanee Memiter hwl ol>)e<*trd namely, “tia wan the rnrheme in the laat acheme.'* 
The House passed the rcaolittion without these words and adjouriicil. 

Excess Profita Tax Amrxd. Bii.r 

13tb. NOVEMBER The Aaaemhly pamed to-day Sir Jrrtmn Ifuismau's 
bill to amend the Exceaa ProAis Tux Act as re|iorted u|n>ii l»y the aelect 
committee. Three amendmenta were attempteil by Sir Cntt'nrji Jehttutfir. aiipported 
by Mr. Bajoria and Mr. HuHttawhhm Laiji but all the three failiHl. One of 
theae aonpiht to remove the proviaibn in schedule one, idviiiR |>ower to the exceae 
profita tax officer to allow dednetion, whieh he conindera reaMoiiable and iieceaanry, 
in reapect of expenaea in compntinR the profiia of anv rhani;eAide accoiintinic 
iwriod; provided tliat no diaaltowancc under this rule shall is* made by the 
exceaa profita tax officer uiileaa he has obtained the prior aiitliority of the 
commisaioner of excess profits tax. Sir Cowatii Jahant/ir and hit eiipporieta 
argucfl that these powers profiotecf to be Riven to the K. P. T. officer were 
excessive as well aa unneceaaany l^anae the cxiatinR fiowfra were atifficietii to 
deal with aetempta at evasion of the tax. Mr. excess profits tnx adviser, 

and Sir Jartuty Batsman, Finance Member, in reply, explained that tlie actual 
working of the Act had shown the ociarl for the provision and pointed out that 
the Cvovemment'a bonafidca had been proved by the fai*! that Sir Ziaud*Hu'$ 
amendment seekinR to Rive the Ckivcrnment tbe powers now soiiRht to be taken 
was opfioscd by (he (toyernment in tbe last aessioti. The ameudment was rejeeted 
without n division. Sir Cotntsji Jeknngir moved a further amendment to Rive nn 
aneesBee tbe riRlit of eptieal to tlie iliRb Court fronv the appellate tribunal if he 
waa dissatisfied with tXc devisioH of the exceaa proftto tax otHcer under the 
a^ve provision. 'I'hc amendment waa negatived by 7(> votes to 2U. 

IhirinR the third readiirR, the Finunev liemtn r rtmindcil nivmbera that when 
tkvx pressed the (tovernment to make amend m cut a in order to rnnovo certain 
barclsnipa and improve the administration of Mm tax from their imiiit of view, 
they must realize that tbe (tovenimenl on their aide were rcvicwiiiR the admiiiietra- 
iion of the tax and the loopholes in the exisitiiR astern ; that the (tovernment 
would not alwrys come forward with jam and no fiill ; and that the (tovernment. 
were anxious to be fair to the aescsscc but they must lie fair also to the Rencral 
interests of the country. 

yir Cownaji Jelftngir said that the phraae iiAf:d by the Financo llember 

earlier that ‘the assessec is a trustee on liclinlf af the iiovernnicni’. Itei'anae the 

(tovernment had a larRc share in tlie proiiis bnd l»ccn raiiiiK'd far and whfe. 

Sir Cowasji contested that expression, and saMl-: ‘I he smsckscc ia imt a trustee 
on behalt of the (tovernment. He is a tnislcc on lichalf of the sburc-holdtnw. 
Thie phrase of the Finance Member savourv very mticli of nslinnal aortaliani 
and communism. (Finance Mcmlnsr—oh). We liavc not yet rcttrti«*<l ihet sUiro 
in our history when fhe (tovernment can claim that all the business in India is 
nationalized and bdonRs to the ifovermnent. The f tovernment are collectoie 

of taxes; it is their du'y to sec that they yet their pro|ter taz ; beyond tliat they 
have no riebt ia the business. It la for tko asscssco to see that the business 
is maaaced tn the interests of the share-holders’. 

Mr. Huaaainhhai Laiji admitted that tbe bill wee in the asseseece' intoieat 
bnt he wiehed that the Finance MemWr had act*epu*d the siiRReations msde 
to keep a check on the activiiica of the dcpsrtmcni'a officere. 'Jlie Kill was passed 
without s division. 

Local Taxation of Railway PEorKETY 

The Assembly took into oonsIdersUon t<ir Andrew CUtw'a Idll to nRolEts the 
eslMt to trtiich wilwoy propertj ilwll be lia^ to toution igipoMd by an 
mllMfity withio • provioM w tqiorlcd etioii by the edect comaduae. DutioK 
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diteiUMioa ol the cleasee, the Home ftmeed eo emendiDent mowed bf Pnf, 
Banefji to the eflert that in rme of diepute between the local adminiatration 
.and toe nilwaje, reisardiiic aMeMmeut, (be adiodicaUMK authori^ ahould be *n 
.pMraoB who it or baa been m jndae of a Hiitb .Court or a diatnct jiidae*, ioetead 
of an oflloer npiiointed by the Ctovernmefit. The (jovernment accepted the 
aweudment llie debate on Dr, Snnuerji*^ fitriher amendnient (o the aame clanae 
bad not eoncduded when the Hoitae roae lor the day. The amendnient van to 
the efleet that the adjudicatine anChority ehall -fix the aaaeMment haring mfoacd 
to *lhe aervices rendered-^ to Uie nrilway', inetead of 'having mgaid to all the 
eifetunataneea of the caae* aa prorided in the bill. -Mr. A, AT. Chaitopadlnmjf^ 
ptopoeed that Dr. SSaniierji'a amendincat be altered to provide that the adjudiealtiig 
anthority riialJ fix the aaecaameat haring regard to all the dreumatanoea 
of the eaaea including the oneation of -aervieea rendered to the ratlwaya*. Mr. 
ChQttnpadkyaya anggoMted (he alteration in order to meet erhiciama made earlier 
by Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta that the worda in Dr. Banncrjib amendment wonld 
reatrict the terma of refereiioe to the adjiiditwting authority. Dr. Danwrji 
nsplained that he bad no objection to Mr. t'ltattoimdhyaya'a ameiidoneiit hut he 
had come to an nudcniluiiding with the <»overnnieht with regard to hia own 
two tamendmenta and be felt bound to ataml by itbai iinderataiiding. . Mr. 
HufeaifAhai LaljK Mr. Abdur Jianhid ChanAlhuru and Sir Vowasji Jehangir, 
qppoiing Dr. BnnnerjCif ameiidinent, atrongly criticised aecret underatandinga 
between the Govern meui and meutl>eia. (l*rof. Httiiikctjec—Wby aecret?) Sir 
CewoMji Jehanuir^ contended that Dr. lUiiiicrfra amendment jvould make a 
vitid difference in ilie bill iiinamnch as it altered the terina of reference to the 
adjudicating authority aa provided in the original bill which had been accepted 
by the aeleci cominitiee. Sir Cowiiaii had not finished his s)Hsech when the 
llouee adjourned. 


lilli. tlOVE.i1BER : —The Asaomhly acrefdefl an agreed amendment to provide 
that the adjudicating aittliority in the case of a dia^wte between a local aamtnia- 
tratioii and roilwayn, ahall fix the asHt'semeiit having regard to "the aervieea 
rendered to the railways and all oilier relevant circumstances of the caae.*' The 
Bill was passed without further AMieinlnicnt. 

'Ibe House Uieii passed Sir A. Bam uw'a mi ,ifutialuir*s Bill further 
to amend the liidiun Oom]>aniisi .\rt of and his Bill fuitlier to 

amend the Tradiw Murks Act of and also Sir Andrew ClofL'*s moUou to 

refer to a Select ConiiniUce the Bill Inriltcr to amend the Motor Vcbiclea Act 
of 103t). 

iNpraruiAi. Uj^kmk ii Fund 

Sir A, Faniasirami Mudaliar moved his resolution ■ recommcndiiig that a 
Fond, called the liulnstrial Ucscarch Fuml, for the iMir]H>sc of fostering industrial 
development in this country be conaiitntcd ninl that provision be made in the 
budget for an aitniisl grant of Rs. pi luklis ro the Fund for a period of five 
years. Sir A Ramaswami Mudaliar his rrsoluiioii recommending that a Fund, 

called the Industrial Ibwearcli Fuiul. for the purimse of fostering indnairial 
development in this country be conKtitntcd and that provision be made in the 
budget, for an annual grant of its P) luklw to the Fnnd for a period of five yeare. 
Sir A. Ramaiwami Mudaliar ex|4aitie«l in detail the valuable work done by the 
Board of Soieatific and Indnatrial Research daring the taat eighteen montha and 
•aid that the Oorernmsnt cmiaidered that it was time that a eeimrate Fund should 
be coiiatituted for loienlific wnd iiidiittriMl research to place it on an independent 
and permanent footing. The Board was constit.iite<l, the Commerce Member 
added, from the sum of Ra. 5 lakha made available by the Govern loent for 
purpoeea of industrial and erientific reaearch and they had been able to aeciire 
the aervieea of an eminent research worker, Sir SanH Swarap Bhatnagar aa the 
Director of tlie Board. He and his associates all over the country had ainea been 
working at various research schemes, tome of them enimble of immediate applica* 
tion in indiiairy in connection with Uie war, while othera would be valuable in 
the long run to tlie indnatrial improvement iA India. Even tboaa acbemea wbleh 
would be useful to Uie war effort ww would later contribute to the general 
induatrial progress of tha country. The reaulta of these rceearehee were aleo 
made avaUalile to private iiidueirialiata in the couutry for application on n praeticnl 
aiwle, and induatriallata had not been alow to taka advantage of ibcae, The 
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INDUSIBIAL BE8EABCH FUND 


m 

— 1 of bnaeliM of rcMreh wlifeh bad been applied in 

M ptodnotion of laminated paper boania, aubatitute for glaae. 
•«bi Ciofemment bad already reoeieed royalUci to tbe extent of 

oter M 1 Im and atoie leeurriog aaina woaM be coming to Gofernment aa 
pcodiietion began. A third of tbe amonnt ao aoerniag from royalUet would be 
bonorariom to the aeientiata engaged in reeearcb and would be divided 
Moaijy among them, great or email. In theae eireoimtancem the Government 
tbongbt that the tiaie had come when the work of' thie Board tbouVd be iJaced 
on a permanent baaia. Sir l^aotiawamp Bhatnagar had been employed on a 
parmanent baaia and Government thought It waa eaaenUal that a Fund ahould be 
eonatituted oa a mm or lean permanent batia to continue them resfarchee. A a 
tu aa poanble thia abould be eonatituted aa a aeparate fund whifh would 
adminlatered by a board of truateea. eonaiating of aoma ofRciala and prominent 
aeientiata and induatriaUatt. Sir. A. Ramaawami Mudaiiar went on to (loiiit out 
tba wide eoope of the research work carried on at preaent by the Boeni and 
detailed the various branches of research which were in charge of anb-commiitetw 
euch M t^ Vegetable Oil Committee, the Ferlilteere Committee, Itnitea Committee, 
the Piaetict Committee and the Sulphur Committee. 1'he Vegetable Oil (^mmittee 
had. for instance, recently helped to eolve the problem of ahaorbiug in the country 
iteelf Uie GOO or 700 thouaaod torn of groundnut which could not be es|)or(ed 
and this groundunt had now been utilim by induatry within the country. He 
alluded to an intcrcaciug line of research now in progreae. aa a reatilt of which 
ooffje aeeda were to be need for the production of piaaiica. He envisaged tlie 
posaibitity one day of drinking coffee in cupe made of coffee eeeda. 

The Commerce Member referred to the miaapprehenaioa caused by the 
statement made eiaewhere on the queeiion of the production of internal eombtisiion 
eaginea in India. It was a fact^ he said, that these euginca had been produced 
for eome time in the country by one or two private Arms and also hy Uia Hallway 
Workshops hut they were internal combnation engiaca which used not iwtrol but 
oil. Iiiternal ^mbuation engiiiea in which petrol was used had not been 
prodneed in Una country, aa far aa tba OovernmenVa information went. Under 
the auspices of tbe Bcientiftc and Iiidualrial Research Board, a committee under 
the' chairmanship of Mr. J, C, Mahindra had baen set up to examine tbe question 
of producing this claaa of iniemmt combustion eiiginw and from tlie latest 
indieationa. It was hoped that within a short time the corororttet wonid be able 
to complete its inveatigationa and tell India and the world that these engines 
could DO produced in thie counl^. WHh relerence to waa indiistrifs, the 
Gommem Member proceeded, Indin had produced armontad plate whieli bad 
hero acknowledged hy experts to. be belter Ihon that produced by many indiiatrially. 
drreloped eouotriea. Thie wae particwlariy gratifying wlien one remembered Uiat 
the pmra in India were eo lull of the development of industries in Australia that 
ona felt email about’ India's own developmaat. It waa good, to have the consolation 
timt wiUi reference to some ariielce at leasts India was miles ahead of Australian 
pfodaels. The Conunerce Member concluded by paying a tribute to tbe work of Sir 
6. 8, Bhatnapor and tha niimcrous scientists from ail over tke country and their 
aeriateate. fie should like to convey tbe cowgratulationa of tbe Hbuae 
on the large output of these acicatiala and on the practical way in which: they 
hod aolvcd many of the problems pveaented to them. (Mora cheers). I'o-day, he 
hdleved* that tkcM ecientieu were laying tbe foondaUon firmly and solidly of an 
inalitution which had infinite poteatinlitica and by agratiog to tlie coiisUtuiiMt of 
dm Fund, tbr House would be laying the louudalioaa of a great industrial 
expanmoo in tha country* (Cbe e ia). 

Two amend menu te the lesoIntioB were moved. Mr. JamnoflaB Mehta wanted 
to odd the woide **with. apeeuri reference to the estahUabmcnl of heavy Muatrlca** 
m^ Dr. Fonoerje aakad for an increase of Governmeot'a cootributioa to Ka. 25 

W. JawmadM Mehta, while he welcomed and appreciated the efforu made hy 
the Oommeree Member lor tbe Indoatria! progrme of the eonntry. decland that 
•mail, really depeoded on maebiaery which at preaaiit waa 
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of AoMicft and Germany, which he aaid. were apendiaf; huge anma every year 
on leaearoh, and pleaded lor an increaae io the Govern men t*a coiitribniion. 

Sir A, Hamaiwavd Madaliar^ re|>lying to tlie debate, explained the details 
of the arraiiKement by wliich the royalties accruing from the ntilisatioii of tlie 
resitlla of research were distributed and stated that the share of the scientist 
rcapODsIble lor a particular scheme of research was 331 per cent of the royalties 
ariaiiig from the utilisation of the results obtained by him. He made it clear 
that no scheme of research would be abut out from the Bco|>e of the Board of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. 

Beferrtng to the complaint that the amount of the Fund was small, the 
Oommeroe hlember tried to dis|iel any misuiideratanding ttiat the proiKised fund 
waa to be used for industrial development 'lliat was not the object It was to 
be need lor industrial research. If industrial development was thought of he bad 
no doubt that crorea of ru|iees would be made av.'iihible nhen necessary. He 
expressed the hope that ho would lie in a poaitioti apmi to announce to the House 
the handsome contributions rc(*eived from indusifislisis in the country for the 
development of research. The amendmenla were withdrawn and the resolution 
was passed without a division. The House theii adjourned till tlie t7th. 

Deoate on Indo-Cf.ylon DEi.EtiATioNs* Repout. 

17th. NOVEMBER The joint report of the delegations from India and Ceylon 
was discussed in the Assemhly to«iay. Mr. Hi. S, Anciu Overseas .Menilfcr, moving 
consideraitoii of the reiMirt, briedy traced the circumstances in which the iiegotia- 
tione which had broken down in Delhi in February. 1^40. were resumed in Ceylon 
ill Jane, 1041, and yioiiitcd out Uiat Government had publisheii the report drawn 
ii|i at a result of these resumcil conversations and had placed it before the House 
for dismission in order to sscerlain the views of the House as well as of the differ- 
ent public organizations concerned. In a matter like this Government, he said, 
were •anxious to know what exai'tly wers the modifications which the i^ple wanted 
ill the iiiterestt of Indiana and Ceylon, before the proposals were embodied in an 
ftfreemeut between the two couiitrica. 'J’lie Government of India, be made it 
clear, had not formed any opinion on tlieee proiHiaals. 

He would not himself analyse the proposals but would make two suggestions. 
Firstlf, au agreement was always a matter of com prom isc. Two iwrties, if tliey 
wished to oame to an understanding, must atiproach the iToblem before them in a 
•pIcH of give «nd take. It was for the Hotwe to say whether the de^iarture made 
froai the original position was of such a nature as to involve a sacrifice of principle 
or waa oneb that the main features of the priouiple had not been lost sight of. 
Beoondly, it was necessary that the relationa b^ween a small 8tate like Ceylon and 
o big btate like ludia should coiitiiiiie to lie cordial and friendly. He did not mean 
that we should avoid unfriendliness at any coat : but tlie spirit should be to mate 
on approach to theae proiKwaU with a view to maintaining the friendly relationa 
ttet had exUted between the countries from time immemorial reniembmng that, 
os the greet epic of showefl. the quarrel lietween the two countries was 

with a view to brii^ng about fieace, harmony and cordial ndatioiis. We had to 
take note, he laid, of the nationalistic ideas growing in Ceylon whose people in 
their aeal for aervice of their country felt that none but Ceylonese could be theie. 
But we should not suceiinib to territorial or racial t^triotism. The Government 
of India expected the House not to look et these ]vro9iosals merely es a matter 
of aentlment bnt to approach thorn in a atatcsmanlike siutH end fiirniah tliem with 
eonatnn^tive prottosals to enable them to bring about on honourable agreement 
with Ceylon «j^ra). 

Tliree amendments were moved. One by Mr. Jamnaias Atehta, Cdogresa 
Nmtionalist, declared that the joint report waa a vtolaiiou of the uiidertakinga and 
promises assuring Co lu<lians the full rights of ciiizeiishifi and recommended to 
the Uovernor-GenernI to .Council not to implement the prmmanla but to carry on, 
if noaossnry. further negotiations in order to remove the aiacrimiuntory features 
io cooenltation with the intereem concerned and to the aatiafaetion of the Aaaembly. 

Dr. P« N, Bannerjee^s (Cougrcea NoUonaliat) amendment expreaeed the 
opinion thnt ilie reiiort wne nnaaliafoctory in mnny respecta nnd recommended 
that thi propoeals ahoiild not lie given effect to and that further negotiotiona 
be conducted in order to nrrire nl n sntiefnclory settlement and that the iSBullo 
of tlieae negotiations be placol belore the Aeeembly. 

An amendment moved by Mr. Hn$mimbhni Laljic, Independent, expmiad 
the opinioo that Indtaos in Cefkw on ths pciicribed date of agioameot and 
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ttow tew been Nridmtt In Ceykn. within n ■peelBad period beion tte 
date of the aKreement, thonld tew fiwdOB of catrr into Onion and ao iwiooal 
and occupational reitrictions abould be imposed upon them aud that the? muld 
be ciitiiled to full ri|i;bts of citiaeiisbip on completion of the preacribM period: 
that for the future, proviaioiis be made for entry and occupations so that the 
trade interests of Indians are safeguarded and that unskilled laboncers permitted 
to emigrate are assured of freedom of morement and choice of employmeni 
and opfiortuiiity to acquire full citizenship rigbta. 

Mr. Jamnadaa iiahta, commending hie amendroebt, declared that not one 
of the proposals in the report was aatialaetor^ and he wu sure that the country 
would not accept !the report without consulerable modHIcation. Referring to the 
proposal regarding right of entry and re-entry, ho aaid that under tbit eome 
of our best public men and scientists would be undesiiubte for departure to Oeyloe 
uuleBB they carried Re. 5.000 with them. Ereu people with indepeodent mcaoe 
would lose their right of reentry if continuous abeenoe from Ceylon for more 
than 12 months could be proved a^nst them. The result would be to set in 
motion a process of attrition by which the million Indians in Ceylon, at 
present, would, in due course w largely extinguished and only those who bad 
the domicile of origin would remain. The fundamental point, he declared, waa 
that only those with a domicile of origin were to be tmated as CeyloDCoe 
and that those wiili a domicile of choice, permanent settlera or hdUen of permit^ 
A. or B. were iion-Ceyloiieae aud were auhject to reatrictiona. Be went on to 
criticise the provisions regsrding franchise status, holding of lands, employmsot 
and occupation, registration and revision of the prot>osals. In the 'iiiteroit of 
Jjabour alone, he declared, the Government of India should Imu's taken m far 
more courageous attitude. The Government of India Delmation had hem more 
apologetic than energetic in this end other matters. Ihey did not go as 
representatives of this gresit country but in a spirit of “How much sludl we give 
up.’ The Qovcmsaeiit’a policy in the laat two years, he aiaerted, maa one of 
strategic withdrawal which was ultimate dofi^. The propoaals were worthy 
od the present Ceylon Government aud a bit uasrortby of the British Commnnwcidlli, 
and of the Government of India and be «rged the 'recoiiditUmed’ Exeeutbe 
Council not to be apologetic or talh of old ties or of traditionsl eultsop* CnUI 
the Government got new propossls and placed <lwm before the Hooic, he would 
COD tin ue to oppose this retrograde, inauUing and expropriatory report. 

Mr. Mehta' a amendment was rejected by 15 voles to 12. The Governamnt 
members did not tske part in the voting, in aooordance with Mr. Aoey’i 
aniiounceroeiit in the course of bis reply to the debate. 

Sir Frederick Jamea welcomed the Overaeas Member’s atatcaiMii4ihe 
speech and boi«d that adequate ete^ia would be taken to see that the speseb 
was fully report^ in the Ceylon press. The TOport, he said, represented a decided 
improvement in the relations between the two countries and for that one WMiat 
be grateful. Ue paid a {Hiblic tribute to the present Governor of Onkm. He 
had bad opixirtu titties of knowing in some detail the woric which bis Exeelleaqf 
had undertaken dining the summer mouths in order to bring about a bettor 
state of sffairs in the relatioas between the two countries. He suggested that 
the report of the hounding Emigration Committee of which he was a member 
and which had considered the re|)ort should be placed before the Uouee. Ho 
also wished that the Assembly should not be asked to pronounce a verdiel ew 
the report but that it should exprees its views and that parties should have 
endeavoured to arive at a common expression of views. 

He referred to the discretion given to the Ceylon Government to refuse entry in 
the case of persons employed in positions of confidence or in specialised work and 
said that though the discretion was limited, that was a vague expresskm sad 
must be amended. As regards the position of the children oi those who wen in 
possession of a certificate of the permanent tetUement^ his party had agieed that 
•uch children should as a matter o! course be gnmted domiciliary ri|^ts and should 
not be required to eatablish a claim to such righta. In ri^aid to file general 
paragraphs in part V of the report deabng with status, he said it waa important 
that there should be some agreed declaxation, that those who had taken out n 
dAtniidif in Ceylon would be tmted and be entitled to receive exactly tka an me 
riodita aa ordinary inhabitants of Ceylon. 

Supporting ^Mr. Laljee’s amenS^t, Sir Hannf Oidney Mdd fluit ^ ^ 
atadied the ln£>-Ceylon question from the Indian, Ceylonese and British points 
of view. 'My vision helmet blurred ns I delve into the nshrlelions impoNd on 



132 


THE CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEHRLY [ kew dslbi- 


IniUant who boTe been retidenl there end the entry of Indians in the ftiture*. he 
said. The association between India and Ceylon was t*entiiries-o!d, and he reuretted 
that the Singhalese today wanted to break tliat link. Briefly trni iiiK the history 
of the Indo-Ceyloii ]troblcm, one of the fears held by Ceylon, he said, arose from 
the commanding f>oaitioii that Indians were said to have in tlie Ceylon Legislature. 
But, he I'ointea out, in a House of jB members Indians had only two elected and 
one nominated seats. Indians did not have any dominating voice in ] olitics. 
Yet, the Indian labourer was moat necessary to Ceylon. Why Uicri did Ceylon 
want to teve coiinec*tiona with India, he asked 7 'It is nothing but jealousy and 
(injudiee. And are we going to be treated as social, industrial and volitioai lepeiw 
in Ceylon, Uie same as we nave suffered in Africa and arc to do in Burma 7’ Sir 
Uanry Gidney declared that Indians in Ceylon had the riuht to claim tlie same 
rin^ta at Englishmen claimed in India. With all res]«ct to and admiration of Sir G. 
S. Bali^i, he felt that Sir Girja Shankar had rushed through the wJiole matter and 
used his persuasive powers in order to bring about a conclusion of the negotiations 
which at its best, could be called a compromise not a settlement. 

Sir Henry Gidnc 
who bad a domicile < 

land development scl „ . 

persona and children of persona who Had a permanent domicile in Ceylon. He 
alao desired that definite provision must be made in the agreement that proposals 
from the government of Ceylon for the position of quotas shall be put into effect 
only after agreement between the two Governments had been reached. He said 
that he was opposed to all suggestions of retaliation and atreased the need for com- 
promise in conclusion. Sir Henry Gidney suggested another* meeting between the 
Carlfik and Indian delegations in the light of criticism made against the agreement. 

The House then paued Mr. Uuuainbhoy Laljet'B amendment to Mr. Anty*9 motion. 

Frof, Bauerjpe, speaking on hia amendment, stressed the geographical, economic 
and atMiic affinities b^weeii Ceylon and India. He dealt in detail with the varioua 
proviokma made in the agreement for the entry and to entry and domicile of 
Indiant in Ceylon and said that tha Britiah Government whenever there was any 
paobltm ifGBcting the people of India and the peoples of other countries like Ceylon 
and Bunaa, had always been prepared to sacrifice the interests of India. It was 
ittcismheDt, he said, on< the Government of India to convey to the British Govern- 
naant and the people of Ce^on the strong disapproval of the Uouae and the people 
of India of the agreement Prof. BaneryVs’s amendment was withdrawik 

Mr. G. V, Deihmukh strong^ criticised the Government of India’s policy 
of appeaiement on account of which they had gone on yielding more and more 
mund to Ceylon. He declared that it waa no use talking about past ties with 
Ccyloii and about suchi matters as defence of Ceyloii. His Majesty’s Government, 
he said, waa primarily responsible for the administration of colony like Ceylon and 
ha fell that Hia Majesty’s Government had failed to help ua over this matter. 
Ha aaaerled that the Government of India must refuse to take Ceylon’s copra if 
tha Ceylon Government refused to alter the provisions of the agreemeiit suitably. 

Khan Bahadur Skahhan dwelt at length on India’s contributions to the 
prosperity of Ceylon and criticised the various provisions of tlie agreement He 
hoped timt Mr. Aney would be nble to persuade the Government of Ceylon to 
lacognlie IndSuis’ hist rights and privii^ca there and fresh negotiationB would 
be conducted under more auspicioui circumstances and an agreement, more 
in conaonance with India’s dignity, would be arrived at. 

Bardar Sant Singh complained that the Government of India failed to take 
up a firm poaition. Bo*far as the Government of Ceylon were concerned, he 
wanted to tell them that a time might come in these fast changing days when 
they might have a reunion. He would ask the Ceylon Government to consider 
the desirability of maintaining friendly ndationa with India even though it might 
land them in some economic difikulties. 

Hr. MuaaaiHbkoif Laljaa declared that Indian labourart had once gone to 
Geylon at the ezpreaa raoueat of the Ceykmese ; but if they now did not want 
thm, tha Government of India muat acrioualy consider the question of finding 
emidoymeDt for all Indian natkmala in India itself and utilising their experience 
and knowledge to develw India’s own tea and coffee plantationa. Be wanted 
an asaunnee from the Govamment ol India that they would do thia and if 
any future reqmt for emigrant labour waa made by Ceylon, they diould refuse 
to pennit it The OoTenuaent should also refuse to take into IncGa Ceylon’s raw 
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Mr. M, A, Kazmi strongly pleaded for equal treatment for Indians in all 
parts of the commonwealth. A’ liy. he asked, had there been no talk of an 
agreement as to the lositioii of tlic Hritish |>eoplc in Ceylon, or Burma or Canada ? 
Was tlierc any agreement witli regard to the re<‘riiiting ot Australiiui otliccrs for 
the Indian army ? The only way to solve tlic prohlem. lie asserted, was hy 
solving the whole question of mutual rights and liabilities or residents in the 
<*ommonwcaitlL An agreement in which liuiians were not given rights equal to 
tliosc of the Ceylonese would not be accept e<l by India. 

Closure was moved and accented by 37 voti'S to 14. 

Mr, Amefft replying to the debate, siimtiiaiiziMl some of the tioiiits in (be re|>oH 
to wbich obj^on had been voiced in the (‘onrse of the tictate and said tliat tliesi* 
concluded the clause relating to discriminnturv hgislation. The view expressed 
in the cottrae of the debate was that altbongli the agreement t>rovidc«l for immunity 
from discriminatory li^islation hereafter, that mlvnntnge wns not a proixn* t^ompeir- 
sation for the diserimiiiatory legislation already e.\isting. '1 lie provision under which a 
permanent holder would lose his rights by PJ months’ absence, was also ohjci'ted to. 

The clause on legislation, to whi<‘h also rxce|>tion hud be<*ii taken, wns. he 
said, cnitional in nature. Covernmciit. he reiterated, had an 0|>eii mind and it was for 
the House to mske up its mind on one of the Uiree amendments, (iovennnent 
members would not vote. The House at this stage adjourned. 

UK1.F.A8I- OF rOMTK'AI. PRESONEUS 

iSth. NOVEMBER: -Mr. N. M. Jashi, moved ‘.his resolution recommending 
that stepa should be taken in agreement with Provincial (iowrnmcnts for the 
immediate sod uneonditional release of prisoners detained in prison and for tlie 
removal of restrictions iiu|K)8ed on some fieisoiis regarding their movrments or 
actions, where the detention or resirictioii was due to holding or c-xpressing 
opinions which, in the opinion of the Government, were prejudicial to the conduct 
of the war, or on charges for the actions connected with industrial disputes, 
whether the detention or restriction was with or without trial under the Defence 
ot India Act or under the ordinary law. Mr. Joshi said his resolution wns of 
great importance and full of potentialities, if |>ro{>erly rcsnondetl to, for the 
good of the country. The three classes of i>ersons, wliose release his resolution 
sought, were firstly, political prisoners, secondly Oommunisis or rcvolntionaiics 
who were merely BUS|>ected to be such, and thirdly, prisoners who had* taken 
part either in the Kisan or labour movement. He estimatfd the nuniher of 
satyagrabii and Congressmen who expressed onposiiiun to war and were detained 
after trial as between 3XiUU and aUHi. q'ho Home Member had slated in reply 
to his question that the numl>cr of |>eople detained witliont trial wns more than 
1,300 and the tnimber of those who were not imprisoned but on whom restrictions 
bad been imfioscd was slioiit 2U00. Thus the number of pco)dc coming within 
the scope of the resolution was very large. Mr. Joshi oVmcrvcd that his reasons 
for asking for acceptance of the proposal made in his resolution acre, firstly, the 
release of political prisoners was necessary in the intciTHt of the fundamental 
right of civil liberty, justice (airplay and hiimBiiity, and secondly, it was necessary 
in the interest of |iulitical wisdom. Dwelling on tlie first set of reasons, Mr. 
Josbi referred to the number of ])COl|)e dealt with under the Defence of the 
Hesim Act in Kngland and said that out of I.oCX) thus denit with. Dx) had been 
given freedom on the advice of the Advisory Committee. Tlic newspapers this 
morning reported that memlierH of rarliainont weic working hard to secure the 
privilege of scrutiny by s judicial tribunal of those people who had hmi det>rived 
of their liberty under the Defence of the Realm Act. In India, he said, there, 
was no such safeguard. Mr. Joshi also referred to the fact Unit, the Guvernmciii 
of the North West Frontier Rruvince did not imprison sAtvaMiahis and no hurin 
bad come to that province, ^fieaking on the second set of reasons. Mr. Josid 
said the greatest need of the country was iK>acc, tranqnilliiy, freedom from 
bitterness and discontent. The effort made by the (/iovernment to secure peace 
and tranquillity and contentment bad failed in the past ; but he asked the Govern- 
ment to mske another effort and even if that failed (hey must mukc further 
efforts. The Government might feel that this discontent bad not affected tiieir 
war effort but if the political deadlock was resolved, India’s war effort would be 
multiplied aofveral times. 

Referring to Mr. Gandhi’s statement, Mr. Josbi said, ’ I never sought 
Mahatma Gandhi’a approval of my resolution. 1 did not exfiect Mahatma Onmlhi 
to approve of my reaolatioo. He haa made it clear that satyagraha is intend^ 
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to achieve felf-|];overnmeiit and he will roiitinue it until ■eIf-go?eniment is 
achieved. 1 do not take a tragic view of Mahatma Gaitdlii's statement. In my 
jtidjimeiit Maliatma Crandbi ia nut 0 |>tH>aed to Uie release of |K>litical prisopierB. 
He holds they have been unjusily )nit in {iiiKon. How irould he be 0|»(K^ to 
their relcaae ? Tiie very la-t Mint he says the country a ill resent the release of 
oiilv one scelion of prisoners shows Mint he exficcfs the release not only of safya- 
grahis but others imtirisoned without trial It would not be, enough. Mr. Joshi 
dt'clnrcd, if the Govern niuiit of India merely released aiiyagrahis. He v&lned the 
freedom of the dulcnos and the (ktmniiiiiiala as much as he valueil th.e freedom 
of saiyai^iahis and lie hoped that the Government would accept his proposal. 

Mr. Laksfani Kavtn Atmira moved an aroendiueiit to omit the w'orda *'in 
aKi'Ccmeiii with Truviiicial (juveinniciiis*\ He was opimaed to any resolution of 
the llnii^^e wiii(*li wiis qualified. With the proclamation issued by the Governor- 
(icnciHl iniMiedia'i iy nticr tiie outhicnk of the war. the Central Ijei^islatitre was 
cmpoweiMi to ni:ikc lc;'iH)ation in rcsnect of all measures. The f osition was that 
>^c<-tioii l<rj read with .Sniuii 113 of the Government of India Act made it 
l*C‘rfrctiy dear that the E.secutive of ihc Central Government could take any 
im-aBurt; they lik»<l for Mic t’«‘'l'nsc8 of administration. The view that the 
(iovcrnnicnt of Jinlia was not compeieiit to leteave all political prisoners was not 
sound. 'I lie speaker’s view was that conrtirrence of or Rprcenicnt with I’roviricial 
(iovpruiiKiits ill this ni.'iMrr was not necessary. It was a peculiar misfortune 
of levi^diitois in this House tiiat tiny after day they had to come to the Centrai 
Executive iiskiim citlici for release of p-olitical piisoiiers or for amelioration of 
their coudiiious in jailr. Ileferrin;; to the ‘Vriines” commitU'd hy the salya{;rahiH, 
Mr. Maitra i-aid dial Uvo Hi:;li Courts had held that the nticriii^ of slogans alone 
was not a crime, li was the Cnitiul Goiernincnt which wts mainly rcsponsihle 
for delciilioii of persons wuhont tiial, which was serious challenge to justice. 

These men in his opinion were philosophical ananhisis without beiii^ Kniliy of 

any overt act. lu conclusion, .Mr. .Maitra appealeil to the Government to associate 
thcmseivcb with tlie people, shake oil* their prejudiies and make a generous gesture. 
If this was done iinthiiig would be lost. 

Hir Iff'dirmtU iMaxtrell, Home Member, intervening in the debate on Mr. 
N. M. JosUi.H rcHoliitioii urpiiig the release of political ]>iieoners, said that the 
matter raised liv die resolution was one in which provincial Govern meuis were 
closely concerned and the rcsolnlioii itself recogiiisctl this fact when it asked the 
Go\eriuiunt lu take steps in ttgieeiiiciil with provincial Governmenis. Conditions 

were not die same in all provinces. Very far from it. A general agreement 

wliich tlic resoltiiion I'ustulatcd must in the nature of things take account of local 
ditrereiices and iiinsl require some time if it was to be reached at all. In these 
eirciinislanccs, the Home Member added, the Governmenl were not in a position, 
ns an iinmediute result of this debate, to anticipate the oiitcoiiie of these coiisnl- 
tnlioiis or at this stage to comimi lluiuseivcs or the I'rovinces to any paiiicnlar 
couise of action. 'Hie whole nniticr iieiHied further careful coiisideration. He was 
able to assure, the House on behalf of the GoveMiincnt that this consiiierution would 
he given without unnecessaiy delay and in a sympalhelie S) iril. He hoped that in 
the light of diis nssurain c .Mr, Josld would not think it neecRsary to press his 
resolution. Sir Jleginuld pointed out that whether in the case of peisons 
convicted or detained, the Central Government would have direct authority to carry 
out the rcHolinioii only in ureas under their control, nnicly, in Chief ConimiH. 4 i.)ner’H 
provinces. 'Jhc mtimhcr of persona affecled in this respect hy this resolution 
const itiitcd a small niiiioiiiy indeid. It was wrong to assume that the Central 
Governmeiit had the sole responsibility for the administration of the Defence 
of India Kuhs or for nciioii, judicial or otherwise, taken thereunder. The 
Defence of India Act did not jiUcr the structure of the Government of India or the 
division of authority and responsibility between the Central and piovineial 
Governments, 'ihal the C^-iitral Goveniiiicnt had passed legislation dealing with 
provincial subjects made no dillVrcnrc as regards nllocaiion of executive authority 
after powers had been lawfully coiiferml. The Home Member went on to give 
a series of bgiires of persons t:i>vcrcd by tbe resolution. The niimbei of eonvieted 
persona in jail on Ocloher 1 was under all the various Rules, including 

those dealing with non*poliiical oircmcs. The total number of peiBons detained 
under Rule I'll waa The House, he observed, would admit Uiat these were 

not large figures after two years of war among a population of 400 millons and 
ill a country in which not all ici.^ous see eye to eye with the Government 
The I'lfcJiition, he pointed out, a ^ ’.-.A apply only to certain calegories amont 
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the Humbert he had mentioned. Theee eoneitted of 6.148 penona convioted or 
dntained in connection with the Civil* Disobedience movement^ about L300 other 
convicied periona, 93 other peraoiis detained : and 366 percone reatrioted 
for political activities. Of these about 200 persona were those whose release would 
have been within tile executive authority of Ute Central Governraent if the 
resolution was acoepted iu full. Tlie Home Memlnsr declared that no one bed 
been or ever would be convicted or reitricted merely ^ on ai*count of hie boldlnK 
certain opinions. In every case action had been taken for something more 
than the mere holdinj; or expression of opinion. Liberty of B|)eech was necessarily 
more limited in war than in peace. The Slate must claim the rixht to regulate 
individual liberty of s{teoch in the interest of national survival. This principle 
applied to many activities other than s{>cefh. After quoting Mr. Ckairekiff’s 
oneervAtions on the necessary curtailment of liberties diiiint; Uie war, the Home 
Member reiterated it had always been recognined that the limitation of individual 
liberty was an unwelcome but necessary concomitant of war. 

Sir Reginald went on to quote pAsasgea from Commiinist literature which 
declared that the war was an opporiunity for which Communists were waiting 
and incited ]teoplc to strikes, refusal to re<^ruit or eo-opernte in the war and 
to a inillitant campaign of resistance so as to cripple *Mhe war machine of 
imperialism.'* The object of the G)mninnists. the llomc Mcmlior declared, was 
not to fiiiil means of setting industrial grievunccs but foment sthkes and keep 
them alive aa long as possible. Kven after Hiissia became our ally, the Oonimiinists 
(Ontinned to declare that the only way in which the Indian people conhi help in 
the war was in tighiiiig for emancipation from iiniiciialist domiiiarioii ; and 
that their attitude remained what it was before. If there was any doiibs, 
the revelation now made about Mr. SnhLas Bose shouhl conviin-e everyoiio 
that the Governincnt Inid to take every precaution agsiust Fifth Column 
a.'tivity iu this cniintry. No (ioveriitneiii ctmld )>crmit aciiviliet iiiteiidetl to 
ohstruet the war effort and t»romote coiiditioirs of disorder in these critical days. 
He was sure that the Provincial tavern rnents had used tlieir powers with 
discrimination. It would he altopcihcr wrong to Assume that either the Central 
or the rrovriicial (lovernmenls had less regard for the principle of individual 
liberty than individuals in tiie House («‘rit^ of Oh. oh). No one would be kept 
under detention longer than was necessary. Some periodical examination of 
these cases was necessary, said the Jfoine .McihImt. Sotnetbing must he left to 
the discretion of I’rovinciHl (tovcnimeiits which he was sure would give 
attention to this matter. The House might rest assured that the Government 
were eoncerned to nee that the grounds for detention in every case should be 
adequate ami should he rc-c.^nminHl by very high antboiities at suitable intervals. 

The Home Mriuher then referred to the demand fur liberty of eiwech 
by Mahatma Gandhi and the Viceroy's reply thereto and said that in the face 
of the demand suppoiftd by threat of civil disoircdieiice the Government were 
hound to take the threat seriously and could not have allowed the 
movement to develop iiiijhallengeil up to a point at which the Congress would 
have gained conioltte liberty to interfere with tlie war effort. I'olitical or any 
other motives coula not he regarded as an extennation of offences delibwately 
calculated to weaken the resistance of the country or impair or undermine its war 
effort. He WAS entitled to say that the I'olicy pursued in dealing with these 
offences WAS not vindictive and the ('to^(.Ml)mcllt had not taken more action then 
was iietTSHary to assert the vital principle involved. “It was laigcly due to the 
steady pnisnit of that policy that we bad the calm atmospbere in which to 
consider this rcsoluiioti to-day”, observed Sir Itcginald. After giving the 
Assurance that the question of release of political prisoners would re«;eive careful 
considcraiion in consnltatioii with the Provinces, the Home Memlrcr concluded 
hy saying that he believed the country on the whole was tired of unrealities 
and only wonted tc get on with the war. Those who bad not surrendered 
their judgment to others, did not want the country to he 8trip)ie<l by the invading 
army and did not symt'aihisc with those who, for whatever ohjeer, were adopting 
courses of action which, if successful, could only help Hitler. 

After the debate in which Messrs Deshmukh and S. Sant Singh joined, Mr. 
Jonhi withdrew his motion stating that he had no other eoitrse but to give more 
time for the Government to come to a decision as the Home Member bad wanted. 
He hoped that the Government would come to the right decision. The Aesembly 
then nniotirncd sittc di-r. 
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Monsoon Sef8ion--CaIeuCU-^28tli. July to 18th. September 1941 

DkBATF 09 PlX>UD COMM18f!o9 '8 BEPORT 

Tlic monsoon swsioii of the Bengal Legtslafive Assembly commenced in 
CahMiita on ^lotnhiy, tin; 28th. July 1841 in a rcry qnirt .atmosphere, duilnem 
being the Icey-note of tlic day s procecHlings The principal item of biistnesa of 

the (lay urns the (iis.MiSHioii ot tlie Flond ('’ommisnioii report, which failed to ronaa 
the dnioping spirit of the mcnihera as rvideneed hy too many ga|Mi in the mem- 
bers’ hcindirM. The t’.iiigress party were consiiicuunt by their absence. Among 
the new nieinhcrri sworn in was Mr. Aahuhpr.h Lnbirl, the Jlindii Mahasabha 
member who ratne to the IIoiimo after itiNteting a defeat to a Hosite candidate. 

Sir l*r n*tt f S^U'jh R ty, in initiaiinu the diav'iisaion on the Flond 

(’o:ii mission r(‘|»ort delivercii a long speech (Ictailin*; the rei'oiumciidatioiis of the 

(’ommissioii and idso the report of the s)*ei'iHl officer, Mr. 0. W. (riirner, who 
reviewed them, lie did not give any iiidiiMtion ns to the in ton! ions of the (lorernmcnt 

with regard to the for uliitdi he ».»s attur'kcJ l>y Mr. Jalalud’lin Htiuht'my 

of the KriMliak l*n»j;i party. Mr. Ifashemy trietl to for e the Gaverninent to ahow 
their hunils mii« 1 iictore Sir llejoy rroxatl atarlcd he raiscil a point of order tlutt 
the (tovei iiinciit loll^t iuiiig forwar«l their t>ro}iostilH cither in the form of a 

resolution or a Hili. His fioifit of onler was not however upheld. 

0»IMIt«r-l0S’S M.MS HkCOMMKN DAT ions 

The main reeommeiKlations of the CommisKion may he divided into four 
heatli namely (1) state ae<piihi:ion of all /.aniindiiriet and ret)t-rerevii)t; interests 
above the lowest grade of caslri'ayinu; tinder-raiyat!*; (LO imposition of agricultural 
income tax; Cl) tenancy refonns; and (4) men«ureH for improving the economic 
coiidiitoti of (he nilMvaiors. of these the first two arc of primary importance 
and tlm other two m'>rc or less aM<dllary to the former. 

The majoiity <if the ('ommissum have reached the conelusion (from whi.-h a 
minority have clissented) that w'hat«*ver may have heoii the jiistificution of the 

I’crniancnt Seitlcmcnt in I'dt'l, it is no hnigcr suited to the conditloiiH of the 

iircHfiit time and that il:,; rermancfit SMilement and the x«'mindari system should 
l>e ret4a«‘ed l»y a ruiyatwari system. They liavr, therefore, retrommciided that 
legtHlatton sliouid he introduced eiiahJing the (;.»veriinieiit to acquire the in teresu 
of all rtmi-rivciveis doan to the n. lual entivator of the soil in all revenue-free, 
ticrmanently and ic»inK,irBrily se".l"l e.<iatcs. Iho niiiiority hold the view that 
Stale acquisition would not only hf» a ha/anl'Uis e.\t»ei'iiiient onicially, hut that 
it is also undrsindilc for social and c.-oi,oniic rcasrius. 'J’he majority recommend 
that comoens;i(ion should lie pai«l to landlords and ten ii re-holders for (he purchase 
of their iiiicicnfs ai a flat rate, the rate which has receive*! more 8UtMK>rt than 
any other being ten times the nimual net profit of the proprietors and tenure- 
holders The Stale a<*qiiisilion schenm as recommended by the majority, would 
on the basis of ten years purchaiic. iMst K». erores whicb recommended, 

sliould he raised hyj^Moaiing a loan. i>>m{>eri8iiUon should be i>aid in cosh, other- 
wise in bonds rcdc»'n»:ihle after i'*) yeurh. 

The Commission tarther calfidates that on the basis of ten years' purchase, 
the t^tate wilt have an additionnl income of Rs. lakhs anniially from land 

during llic perusl in which it will havo to meet the interest and sinking fund 

charges on the lonn to he floated to give effi^ct to the Slate acquisition scheme. 

It may lie jiote<l that the present revenue of the Government from laud is Rs. 
241 laichs annually. The majority have re^mm mended the imitoaition of a lax 

on agricidtiiral income as a tiaiisiiional rof^ure if the scheme oi state acquisition 
is carrieii on:, aii<l as a |terniaiient measure if it ia not.. 

In moving that ihe rf]Mirt of the Commission be disciissed, the bon. Sir 
Bijo^ Prfis:i(l Si»ith R-^ir, Revenue Ministsr, pointed out that the object of the 
motion taMcd by the Guvernuient was to atlord an opportunity to the House to 
express its opinion on the far-residiiiig reiuimmendations of the IjSiid Kevenne 
CommiHsion alTrting the lives of over ^ |)crceiit of the |ieople of this province, 
so that the I'toveniment niiabt. in framing their policy, uke into conaideration 
the views cxpicsstd by the popular representativea. The Minieter made it 
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dw that th«^ Oov«niiii«nt at thia ataea dU not daaira to aspiaaa Uiair own 
opinKM m ,Uia nmiumendationa, became theu Uea ma to aaeartaia iWr 
(mcBlwia’) rm and then to foraa, asodil; or recaat tbdr oidnhm on Ihe difllnnt ' 
isawm thaliBbt of UieirTicwa nitb dna tcxard to tba ftiiancial. admiuioitalitf, 
aoeuu and eeMiomie implieatbwa o( the propoaala. AaUne tba Hooaa to mocM 
to diaenaa the matter with tlw full aeaaa of raaiwnaibilitr that the anUaet 
deumd, the Minister remarked, “yon can make or mark the future of your 
proTiiice by your vim or iiiiviM dceisioo on thia queation.’* 

After the Revenne Miiiliter had opened the debatf, about half a desen 
membera. represenUntc dilfurent groupa, who spoke in their individual caiiaelty. 
participated in the discnsaton. 

Jliahamja Saahi Kanta Aeharya Ckowdhvt*y and Mai Bahadur Tnrak Natk 
yookerjaa, who represent the East and West Bengal Idandholders' constitneoeiee 
respectively, maintained that if the scheme of State acquisition was given etTaet to, 
it would create a revoliitinn in the aoeial, ei*onomlo and fiolitical struct lire of the 
Province. If it was at all done, tliey emphasised, fair and proper comfieiiaalion 
shouM be paid to the laiidhuldera. Mr. J. W. Chimtendate (Anglo-Indian) main* 
taiued that mere buying of the intercata of the semiudara and niUidleinen would 
not improve the lot of the cultivators, or help the Government, lie urged Ihe 
evtabliiBimet of economic holdings which should be rendered incapable of patiition by 
IcgtalatkMi. Mr. Niharendu Dutta-XfnMumder (Cougrem l^aboiir) eapresaiiig the view* 
fioint of the l/ibour party of India emphaaiaed that inatead of waiting Ra. il6 crores 
by piividiasbig the interests of proprietors and tenure boldera. at auggeated by the 
lua^rity of the Conirotssiun. the Government should frsme a Imld, wclUeoiioseted 
and comprehensive scheme, of which the pivot would be land and which would 
lead to an incrciisc of agricuUtiral produce and development of induatrv and should 
raise a loan of U:i. KG crurea to Qnance the scheme. Mr. Abdul IVahrd Khan 
(Coalition) said that ]tiihlic opinion hail already espresaed itself in favour the 
abolition of the zcmiiidari system and it waa now up to the Legislature to give 
ciTetit to the recomincndationH of the Gommiaaion by aptiropriate measiirea. The 
Uouae at this statue adjourned till the next day. the tith. My, when after the dsbalo 
had co*«tiiified peacefully for alnml 3 hours, there was a flare-iip towards the eloMt 
when the Revenue Miiiiater, Sir Bijay Pra$ad Sinqh Roy, roM to repudiate certain 
charges made against the Government by the lamder of the Oppoaitton, Mr. Barat 
Chnnlra Bone. In doing so. the Revenue Minister made certain pcraoiial reftrtnest 
to the Leader of tiie OptKisition to which Opposition membera took airong exeeption. 
The Speaker )ioiiited out that it waa desirable that, in a diacusaion of a matter 
like this, personal references should be avoided. The Revenue Miniater attempted 
to reaiime his speech, but there were interruptions from Opposition benches, 
several rising in their seats simultaneously siid protesting sgsinst ths Kevenne 
Minister’s remarks, in the midst of which the biwaker sdjourned the House. 

Raw Jute Taxatiox Biu. 

SOth. JULY The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1041, seeking to impOM 
a tax of two annas iier maitnd on the purchase of raw jute, waa introduced by 
the Finance Minister, Mr. H. S. Suhratrardy, this evening. The proposed tax. 
which is estimate to yield a gross revenue of about Rs. 50 laklis per annum, will 
be coUei^ted at the stage when (a) it is delivered to a iiitc mill to be used for the 
maiiufactnre of jute goo.'ls, or (b) when it is delivered to the ehipper in tiie fonn 
of piieca bales for supply to consiirocra overseas. Tiic object of the Bill is to 
provide funds to finance the carrying out of measures for the stabilisation of the 
prices, the improvement of marketing aod generally to further the interests ot the 
julc growers in the province and of the indiist^ as a whole. 

Ill introducing the Bill, the Finance Miniater pointed out that while taxation 
measure was cal«?iilaled to yield about Rs. 50 lakhs a year, this year it was not 
likely to yield that amount, as many sales would have passed before this measure 
became law. He tl'.ought Uiat under the present conditions tlie tax would be borne 
wholly by the consumer. A lax of two annas jwr maiind on raw jute wpiild hardly 
have any effect on the prices of the manufactured commodity and would not raiM 
it bevond competitive levels. The Finance Minister told the House Uiat the jute 
restriction Siheme iiiitiateil by the Government bad exceeded all anUeipatKms and 
the sowings this vear were less than one-third of the previous year’s sowings ^ 
plot to plot survey and measurem nt. Ho announced in this connection that the 
Government had been able to come to an agreement with the GovOTment of Assam 
on the subject of regulation, and the Bengal Government would have to advanoe 
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to Uie Utter « oam of Bs. 4 Ukht to enable them to make n enrvey of the UnH 
under )ate In Hmt.inOTiDce. *He hoped to arrive in a einilUr niHinier at an aisrrc- 
mt*nt with Hm GoeemineDi of Bihar. 

An aaMiMhneDt moved Jiy the Erishak Ftcm raiiyin tlppoaitiou. urgiii}; 
HieiiUtion of the Bill, waa ie}irod by the Home without a division. The Govern- 
ment motion for reference of the Bitt to a aeleet committee with ineBnetion to 
Wiilimit ita repeni by Augnat 8« waa carried by 103 %'oteato27, the Boae Party 
nnuaiiiing neutral. The» .laaembly then adionmea till aw^xwi 1. 

llEijuteE or TRRBOfinT PRieossiuis 

lit. ABQIIST 'Dr. .Nah’Mhtirn Sanyal^ on behaU of die ollicial l!onf| 0 ]eiie 
Party, moved an adionmaMnt motion to-day in order to diac«aa tlic aituation ariain^ 
out of the deeiaion of the Government of Bengal to withdraw, for . the present, the 
(fonoeasion of premature leleaae of tenoriat imaonerB on <T*iinin conditions as 
announced in a preaa communique on July 28. After nearly two hoiira* debate, 
in which about a doaen ajpeakira. participated, the motion was tAlkcil out. Moviim 
tike motion. Dr. SaUmak$ha Sanyat said that the (iovcniinfiit announml in 
November, 1939, that about forty terrorlat priaonerh, recommendt*!! for coiKlithMuil 
releaae, woold be leleaaed at any time upon their accepting the (onditions pres- 
cribed by the Government. Omen were iaaued mroraingly and ten ut these 
terrorlat priaonen were rdeaaed. On the 28th of laat month, the «:o vermin ni 
iff tied a <H>mmuBiuae withdrawing thia conceaaioii of nrematurc relesHo nnder 
coiiditions. While he woa recently in the Alipore Central dail, uinlcr^oing a term 
of impriaoiiment in connection with the aatyagraha movement, Dr. San>al said 
he knew that eight of the ao-called tenoriat priaonera bad agr^ to the condition*: 
preacribed by the (hivemmcnt, namely that they would remain non-violent and 
would not take imrt in any anbveraive movement, and had actually signtd the 
iieceaaary imi^ra. But on the morning of their o.'tected release they won* 
informed tliat they could not be released. After his release from prison, he wsh 
told tliat in view of the international aituation and in view of tlie apiireluiision 
that war was coming nearer to the ahores of India, It was difficult lor the 
Government to act up to tlic old order. He appealed to the Home Minister to 
rise to the occasion, tackle the situation with imagination and release these 
prisoners. 

Supporting the motion on behalf of the Boae Party, Hai Harcvthanofh 
Ch'tuffhunt said that the attitude of liis iwi-ty was that they wanted uiirondittonnl 
release of all ]K>litlcal prisoners. But they were aupporting this morion lK><-ausr. 
in thi< particular case, the lioveriiraent had gone back upon its own i>romisc. 
Mr. (.hfiurlUttry fritwised the }H)li‘*y of the Government in regani to the release, 
of prisoners and naid that only short term prisoners had liecn ri ieascd 

while the long term iirisoners were still in ]iriROn. Gne of ihe huakcip in 
siipiJOrt of the motion was 31r. Nart'iidra Narayan Chakravarfy of the Bosc 
group, who was released thia morning from the Alipore C«;ntml .biil. Hr' made 
an earnest aiqicnl to the Home Minister to rise equal to the oi*casiun and set 
at liberty the remaining iiolitical priaonera. 

Replying to the debate the Home Miiiiater, Sir Soiii>^athlin remarked that 
the b}iccches made in the course of the debate might create »ii iini rcssion that 
these iwisoiiera were anxious to be released under conditions, but tire iiovcrnment 
('oiumunique had prevented them from being 'released. The actind facts, he said. 
W6K to R< large* citent to the (*ontrary. Goveniment had all along l»eeu anxioiH 
ibat these VTisoners should take advantage of the offer of r onditional ivkiihc. Ihit 
({urtiig the eighteen mnontha tlio offer waa kept standing, they did noi take 
a^dvanti^ of it. Now, under influence and ]wrsnation, eight out .of tite Uiirty 
remaining political priaonera had igreeil to ar'cq>t conditional releaae ut n time, 
w'hen Goveniment had anresled some of the leaders of the various subversive 
parties, to whieh tliese prisoners belonged and when not only the interna tionti I 
aituation but also the internal sitoation had materially deteriorated. Tbe whole 
ob> ’t of arresting and detaining recently i^oroe leading members of the various 
subversive orgaiiiaatlons, to which theM prisoners belonged, would be frustrated 
if the latter were now released. Concluding; 8ir Natimuddin claimed that the 
poltc;^ nuTBiied by the Bengal Government in regard to the queaiion of release of 
political prisoners was a most genercraa one. He recalled that at the time when 
Government declared this policy lognnBnc the release of political prisonera. they 
made it quite clear that thia policy woola be followed so long as Uie atmosphere 
waa one which would enable C^enmeDt to do eo, and in this coonoctioxi be read 
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oertiiii estmeii from letten writkii by him to Mahatma Oandki iu Uie ( OurM 
nf dm ktl«% noeotmdon for the .reteenc of political priionere m Bengal, ihe 
AMiembly at diii ilae^ adjoamed till August 4. 

UFROABlOUa SCEKEB— MCNIC1P.VL RlU. DKBATR 

4thu to Oth. AUGUST After question time t(Hla\« Mr. Jalaluddift Hashemy 
(KTishsk Froja Party in the .Opposition) wanted to move on adjournment motion. 
The JDepfdy Speaker^ who presidw in the absence of the Speaker who wsr indisioscth 
enquire ef Mr. Hathemy whether he had got the consent of the Speaker in regaid 
to the motion. Mr. Baihemy replied in the negative wliereu|)on the J>e)nity 
t^ieaher said that, in that case, he could not permit him to move ms iiiotioii. 
Varioai poiids of Older were then raised regarding the decision of the i>cpuly 
as wdl as the action of the Speaker in withholding his consent from Urn 
motion which'led to an nproar, in the midst of M'hirh the l>epnty Si»rsker 
sdionrned the House. 

When tlie House le-asscmbled after about sn hour, tlic Deputy /?/)r«lrrr 
wanted to ssy something in reply to the |K>ints of order raised earlier in the 
course of discussions. But there was continued iiitcmiption and nproar in the 
UooM, in which the Depute SperiterV vou-e wm (Irowncd. At Oiib eince, the 
Chief Minuter, Mr, A. K. htlul Uuq, eugiteeted thnt in view of &e atooephere 
the Bonse ahonlit be adioitnied for the day, n euggeetion with which the I,«ndcr 
of tiie Opposition, Mr. 8» V. Rose, also agreed. The Deputy Speak^ then ailjonrned 
tile House when it was only ten minutes for the Bc'hediiled time to expire. 
Xext day. tlie Slh. Angnst, uproarious scenes were related when tiic House met 
to take up the consideration of tiie Calcutta Munici|)al (Amendment) Bill, sk 
led by the Select Commitec. Immediately after qjiestion-timc, both the ^auah 
Bahadur of Dacca. Miiiister-in-chargc of the Bill and l)r. Naltnaktha banyat 
(o^ial Gongiess) rose in their respective seats at the same time, the forincr to 
move that the Bill be taiken into consideration and the latter to raise a question of 
privilege legarding the Deputy Si^eaker's direction to the press not to pumish 
yestemy’t proce^ings of the House. There were shouts and cpuntor-slioiits, which 
drowned thev^es of the* speakers. Dr. Sanyal contiiin^ 
course of which he maintained that the Deputy Speaker was not juslifi^l in 
the press not to publish yesterday’s proceeaini^ House. He, thereto, 

requ^ the Depu^ Speaker to allow the press to publish yestci^y’s 
ings and also to supply them with an official copy of tiiose proceedings. ? 

Minister, Mr, Failut Huq, inter^’ciiing on a i>pint of order, said that the only 
motion betore the House was the one moved by the Nawab V mu 

(Cries of "He did not move” from Opposition beiichre aiid couiitcr-sbonU of lie 
did mov^ from Coalition benches). The Deputy fipsoker, who “J Hj® 

absence of the Sneaker, said that he would look into the official records about the 
SuS wKthiTSe bad actually moved his motion. The 

%awab Bahadur wanted to address the House, but there were continued interruptions 

to iliSS MinuOTe likrf to foint outO^t^e 

Denutv did not call upon the Xawab Bahadur to move bis moticui. 

of *lie^did*^from Coalition benches and cries “he did not’ from Opposition benclies) 
Mr BommS^Wto addS theHoiiseinthc midst of confusion and uproar 
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the nilmg. bnt lile joire wet drowned by dioafe from Coelifion henehce end 
coiintertbonle from Oppoeitioii beiichee. In the midet of gtnerel upnier, the Deputy 
Spceker edjourned the Ateembl; eboui 40 ininutee before tlie eebcdnkd time. Next 
dav, the 6tb. Angnat. a I'oiuproiiiiae being arrived et ovcf the eontcniUwa mcaauFe. the 
CalcttUe Municit^il Sovood Amendment Bill, which wee heoging in the beckgrovnd 
of the atormjF aoeiiet of the laat two deye, n peaceful etmoeidiere pfevailed to-<^ 
when the bill uiieiilmootly wea recommitted to the teleci committee. The Commits 
tee wee aeked to aubmit tlieir re|H>rt by November 18^ 1941. Five membert weto 
added to the eclect committee, lliey were : Meeare. 8anio§k Xmmar Bmn, J. t\ 
Guffta, B. P, Pain, Hem Chandra Naekar and Maharajkumar Ckand 

iiahatab of Burdwen. It may he remembered that when thia bill waa oammiirnd 
to the aeloct committee on the firat occaaion all nationallat Uisidn m eaa baf a ioelo^ 
iiig tboae led by Mr. J. S, Baeu refuaed to aerve on the comndttce. The Hooae at 
thU alage adjourned till the Tith. 

TBiBOTEe TO De. Tagore 

12th. AUGUST The Aaaembly mourned the death of Br. Jfabindranatk 
Tagore when it met thia eveiiiiij;; after four daya* rcceaa and adjooiiied ile meetiim 
without tranaactiiig any biiaincaa aa a mark of reapect to the Poetw 
memory. T^endera of the dilTereiit groupa and partiea in the Honae nailed 
in olfcriiig their homage to Dr. Tagore. The condolence rcaoliiikm, which waa 
moved by the Chief Miiiiater, waa adopted by the iiouae all atending. In mowing 
the rrsolution, the bon. Mr. A. K. Fatlul Huq aaid ihat» apeaking aa a Beagaler^ 
belonging to the province which gave birth to l>r. Tagore, apeaking the very 
language which he aiHtke. it waa imiKMaible to loae eight of the fact that the 
who earned for Iknigalee literature one of the highcat |toaitiona in the langnacca 
and litMatuicB of tlm world waa no more. And now that he waa not nlive^ liia 
work w’oitlil remain enahrined not only in hia hooka, bat alio ia the licerte of 
many milHona of hit countrymen. It waa imixtaaible. the Chief Miniatcr aaid, to 
try and rxhauat the trihiitea of eulogy which could be |>aid to Dr. Tagore. It waa 
not enotigli to aay that he waa great. He waa great aa a |>oet, gitat aa % 
philoaoplier, greet as an eilucationiat, great aa a humanitarian, great in hia Maga 
and the whole world knew that he not merely wrote or apoke poetir, but he uvA 
ill poetry Uiroughout Ida life. Aa membera of the great Iwngafi race, they were 
proinl ilinC they had in their niidat one like Kabiiidranatb to whom the whole 
world paid their homage. 

M.\rkri*8 Kegulatiok Dill 

IKtb. AUGUST The consideration of the Bengal Marketa Regulation Bill, 
1941, which ia intended to provide for the lieenaing and regulation of marketa in 
lieiigal, commenced to*daY. Duly a few ameiidmenta to the defiiniion clanae could 
be diMiiosed of when Uie llouee waa adjourned. Iltc Bill, it mijtht be recalled, ia a 
aubatitutc for the Bengal Agricultural Marketa Trodnee Bill originally brought ia 
but wliit h waa aubaiqi^iitly dropped. An attempt waa made by the Ot>|»t*ailion 
to recommit the Bill to the ^^clect Committee on the ground that it aid not 
contain any proviaiGu for the control of piicca and for atore-bouaea and godownm 
Govern mciit nowever op|H)aed and the attempt failed. The discuaaiou on the Bill 
waa dull, the aiteiidance was very poor and the rceulta of the two divisiona that 
were chIIihI during the sitting revealed that 28 members belonging to the UppooHkm 
were present as against 08 or (he Coalition party. 

rRRVCKTlOH OP EmBANKMEHT BREACHES 

13th. AUGUST 'line Assembly discussed non-olfieial rcsoliitiont to-dsy. The 
first resolution on (lie agenda urged (he Goveromen( to frame a comprehensive 
scheme to prevent breaches in the embankment of a river in East Bengal. The 
teaoluiioii waa negatived by the House. 

Propauanda Aoaiebt Paeistae 

The next reaoliition moved by Mr. Su^endranath Bienae of the Boae Group, 
expressed the opinion that steps by way of propaganda shotild be im mediately 
taken bv the Provincial Government to remove from the minds of the Hiiidue and 
the Muslims lining in Bengal the idea of ••Pakiatan” or •Tlindualan” and inetll 
into their minds the idea of a constitution on the basis of national frmom and 
iiiter-conimnual nnity and harmony aa being the )K>Uiieal goal of thia proving. 
^Vhcll the resolution was moved, Bie Sfieaker, Sir Jeuu/ Hague, enquired of Mr. 
Biswas whether he did uot feel that a motion of this eharacter waa not wholly 
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Thi mticr vrapond te be dcelt vltb Ui the 
*’^** ^°*^ ^ Speeker mBerked, we« being Nriontly d lerem i i rieeiiliift mA if 
thete ihingi were d bwn iw d in the Uenee, it niichl eitnte 
here nml outside. In these eircumetniices, llie Htiesber thought Hint It 
WM M the intereete of crmime to postpone eonsldemtion of the lesoliitioii till n 
snicnbie oeceeion erpsn Mr. Biswes hnviag sirr^ to the proiHMol. the reeolntlun 
wns pnssedofcrmd the Uoute adjonmcd tlH AngoM 1& 

Raw JtrrrTAxATioir Bax icoeiTD.) 

B-ti imesd the Bei^ Rew Jute Tnintlon 

BUI by (iS to 2i vot^ ne Bill sought to provhie n ten oftwo nnnes |»cr inniind 
on rsw iute purchased by oecupieie of iute mills mid ebiiiiera of bite, for the 
pwrMMie of eanryiug crat measures for the atablHsmloa of {ute ptiM and for 
lurtbering the interist of the growers of juts and of the )iile Industry generally. 
•Ibe tax is expected to yind a rtvciiue of Bs. 50 lakhs per annum, las House 
then ad)onraed. 

Mareets Rrcivlatiox BiLLfconm) 

IMh. B mh. AUGUbT The Assembly deroicd to-dsy's sitting to the conHderttion 
of tha clauses of the Bengsl Markets Regulation BUI ami disposed of amendments 
np ^to Clsnae 9. Kwreiiting shout hsif n «l«tien smcndmeitis whu*li were of the nsUire 
of improriiig the drsitiiig cd the ISiU si! otlier nmendmciiis protnised were rejected. 
The. House was mther' dimly sitended particularly so fnr as I bo Op^tosition was 
coBosrnsd sud this wan rcUreted in tlie only oue dirtaioii wlitrh was ealisd by the 
Opposition, the nmeiHlmsat ceneersed bebig defeated by 91 to ‘JO votes. 

Before the House ruMuued discuseton on tlis Bill, Mr. Jalttiiuidin ffanhewiu 
wanted' to rwiaa n diac.iiaaien with regurd to the dilliciiliics wiiifh the memtieri wem 
saperisttciiig in their work eii sci^nt of the patrol rstimiiiig aclienie.* The 8peuktr 
nnnouiioed that the qiismion would l>e disctissnl in the House on Wedneeday, when 
thw Houte would be rtenred of visitors beesute it wns n matter which eoueenird 
ibt members only. The Mouse then siljourntii till the next day. the kith. Angust. 
whan the bill wan (nrilict discussed and the second rcstitiig of tbs Sseoutlary 
Edoeatloii Bill wns forsuUy moved. The Momie then mljoumid tUl tlie :?7lh. 
Augnst. 

Secondary Kdccatiom Biix 


ITIh. AKUST :^noUi the (loverninrut stid tlie Dpposilion haring agreed 10 
postpone considerslion of tbo Bengal Secondary Kducstioii Bill till* mndiiy nextL 
the Assembly, which rod this evening after a wiwkV recess, was adjourned till 
that day. Mr. Harai Chtrndra Bote, I^esdcr of the Op|>osition, addressing tho 
Gficsker, said that Uic were under the imt>rrssirNi that the Bill wonhl 

mit Iw token np. They hsfl, tliercfore. to l onsidcr. tlirir {tosiiion now. He suggest* 
ed that the House he ailpmriicd for alHnit (orty'live mintilea in order to tnablt 
tbs OpiHwituin to dci’idc their course of ai*linii. 

WhBr not oiinmiiig the sdjoiirumeiit of. the Ilciisf, the Chief Minisirr. Bfr. 
A. K, Fatlui Vuq who was in chnrgc <»f the Bill |Miiiitetl *uit that the feeling of 
the Coshiioii Tariy was that tliis Bill should Iw priN-etded with, and. uiiliss 
any unforcMecn thing hapficiicd, liiiisheii in this session, 'llrt House was then 
adjourned for furty-five minutes. 

Ill aniiunnciog the sgiiM mciit rcschetl with the Opfiositioii. wlieti the Assrnilily 
met after nearly an hour's sdiiiuriinM'iit, tlie Chief Minister. Mr. A. K. Fttzlu! I/og^ 
said that he had discussed the mailer with the l.cadvr of tlie Upposiiion and they 
had come to tlie following agreement : 

The Sjierinl Coiiimiticc on the Secondary hUlnratioii Bill will have lime till 
Bnnday next to conclinh! the delilirnitiuiis ; even if the Sjiecisl Conirolltre 
raiiiiot agree on some iHiints, Ctovennwent will lie at hlicrty to proceed with the 
Bill on and from Monday next and the leaders of the tlppoaitinn do not ohjert to 
such a pio«* 4 >dore ; if there ia ronipfetc* agreement on (Im measure, the Chief Minis* 
ter will flci'hlc ns to liic pro. edure to be adoplcil for die considcratton of such sit 
sgre^ 1114'UHtire tluiiog (he • iiireMt sctaioii <»f the Assesihiy. 

Mr. Sttruf Chautlra said (list, on iH'hnU of the Ont*osiiion and with th^ 
consent of the leadera uf Bo* diirereiit parliis enofnilnting the* Op|<ostiion, lie hsu 
comv to Uie agiennent hist then atiuoiioml on tlie floor of tho House by the 
Chief Minister. Me sddiil tlnO the (tpimsitiun lealiHcil. the Chief Minister realised 
and Its hopeil thnt the CoalititfU Tarty also realised that, if they could achieve 
agreement otoi this mvasuir. they noiild be doing "somcihing gnat somelbiag 
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djnamia And tomefcliing which will iiidiar in the fiillneis of the morrow owt of flie 
onintlneM of to-dsy." 

Iff ndjoornia^ the HoiiMe, the Speaker exprcesed hie belief tliet if rbe tnoblem 
eoiild ho :ioi?ed in whatever maimer it wae |)08aible~lt iDtKhi he iMweihle hy an 
aierienMiii-- 4 t would eolve tlie greateet prdlilem that waa for the rune.beiiiK balhiifg 
India and wae atanding in Um way of Indiana aatiafaetory ftrogreae* It vaa^. after 
all, owing lo the queetton of commooai diffierences thot the aciiievemeiii ni India** 
deatfned goal waa being diflayed. lie hoiwd chat thia waa realtiied by all ai^'tiona 
of tlw liouae. Me added ^et if Bengal could aolve the i^rohlem. »hc would br 
girlnf a lead to tlie real of India. 

TaIDCTRB to MABAEAJADRiajU OT Duar^wAV 

lit flBPTBMtSK i-^'llie Aaaeinbly had a very brirf aiuiiig to day when reference 
waa nMde to the death of the late Maharajadhiraj Bahadur Burdwau iiy the 
Hon. Sir Aaieut Hi^, Bjpeaker. The Uon. Sir Aeitnl tiiiq amid" that the dmiae 
of the Maharajadhiraj Bahadur would be condoled not only in Bengal but all over 
India. He waa a towering peraonaltty in tlie very aeiiie of the term. Me waa one of 
thoae who had left hia mark on the jioliUcal life of the country. Beloiiging to an 
ariatoi*ratic family and Idmaelf an nciatocrat be waa one of thoae wIk> had alwaya 
an innate aynij^iy with the poor. And that waa the cbaractcriatie feature of the 
late Maharaja. 

SscovDAkY Eoocatiom Bill (oovtd.) 


lad. to 15th. SEPTSMBSS :<-The Aaaembly began to day the conaideratiou of the 
Bengal Secondary Education Bill aa rejioned by the aelect committee in an atmoaphere 
ol uncertainty and diaapjHiiiitnieiit, the n^oiiatioita which were being carriro 011 



When the ooniideration of Um bill waa taken up, the ChU* Mimeter, who bad on 
the peevioua occasion only formally moved tho motion and noatponed hia speech 
te the next occasion, die! not malM any speech at all. He said that on the present 
ooension he did not reel inclined to nrake any speeeb. AU that he wanted to aay 
waa that the report of the Select Committee on the Secondary Education Bill be 
teikan into conaideration. 

The debate on the motion to-dny waa opened by Bat Harendra Noth Bai 
Cktmdkury (Boae Group) on behalf of the Oppoaltion. Mr. Rai Choudhiiry n oted 
an amendment for the reoomnr ittnl of the Bill to the enme aelect committee with 
inatruction to anbmit their report by September 30,. In the amendment moved by 
Mr. ^ OhondhuTy, the changca wfdch the Opposition wanted to be made in the 
lull, were elaborately aet out. The debate waa eontinned on the next two days, 
the M. A 4th. Septamber. On the last day, the 4th. September, the Opposition 
amendment for the recommittal of the Bill to the sane select committee was 
reiaeted by the House by 134 to 56 votes. Besides the Coalition Party and the 
Bnropean Groan, the Kriibak Froja Party, which generally votes with the 
Opposition, voted with the Oovernmeut to-day. The Opposition included both the 
wings of the Gongieaa Party, the Independent Scheduled Caste Party, the 
independent Hindu HaUonaliat Pnrty mid two independent Muslim members. 
Hie Government moUon for taking the Bill Into consideration waa then curried 
wiUiout n division, and the House adjouicd tUl Monday next, the 8th. September, 
whai the eonaideratioa of the BUI clause by clause commenced. The whole day 
waa tahen up with the diecusaion of n single amendment telatiiig to the definition 
elanse. It was urged behalf of the Oppoaition that the attitude of the 
Govarnment with regero to the amendment would be n teat of their sincerity If 
they were actuated by any spirit of accommodation or wanted to rush through 
the Bill by the aheer weight of thefr number. After n fieree battle of poinu of 
order wnieh raged for three quarlere of an hour, in which the Chief 
Mlnlater’a reply to the debate waa threatened to be shut out by the 
carrying of n cloenie nrolion nt the inatnnee of the Coalitkm Party. Mr. 
Barat Ckaadra Bote nppealed to Mr. Hnq to leave the amendment 
unvoted ttll the next day. Hext day, the fith. Sentemher, the Bonae 
ditpoaed of two amendments with reference to the definition clause. The third 
nmendment waa under coneldernUoii when the Bonae was adjourned for the day. 
In eontnat lo the prevUme day the dlaeuaaion in the Bouse was leas lively. 
While the Bouse waa considering the Bill, the leaders of the Oproaition partiea, 
lir. Sarof Clendro Boas, Mr. Elraii Banker Bop and Dr. BpamapraTtd hfookerjm. 
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wm cloirtted with Bir NaHmuddm, Ifr. H. 8. Sukraward^ and otte nenbm 
of the OoveramMit ram, with a ?mw to esplon farthar the potalbilitiaa of 
comiiromiie. Mr. Faslul Huq aftar idnlag in the dtaenaaioo far aoaia Una eaoia ba^ 
to the Uoose to attend to the debate and aftar the Hooee roaa again partl^patad 
in the conference whi^ lasted Ull 9 p. n. It wae not known what definite rceuH 
had arrired at. There was a dieenaaion aa to what wae meant by \weondary 
education*. The Bill pronoaed In clause 2 eecUon 0 that eeeondary edueaUon 
**ineans education other Uian pninary education or poet-matricalation education 
provided that (a) the prOTiheia! government may, by notification, declare any 
form of education to be, or not to be eeeondary education, and (b> if nny 
queitiim ariaes as to whether any form of ednoaton is or is not eeeondary 
edueation. the matter eball be referred to the ptovincial government whose deeiolon 
shall be final". Next day, the taUi. fia^amber, while the Assembly wriaUed 
througkoiit the whole evening with the consideration of the amendment telaUng 
to the definition of 'secondary edneaUon* which was left niidispoeed of on the 
previous evening, the conference between the leaders of the OpposiUon parties and 
the representatives of ^ the Government, continued outside tlie House in order to 
explore the ppsslbilities of an amed settlement over the Baoondary IfidooaUon 
Bill. After being debated throughout the whole evening, if at Ifarwndranatk 
Choudhury'B amendment with reference to the definition of 'secondary edneatlon' 
was lost by 110 to 41 votes. Mr. Aikutosh Lahirit the Hindu Maliasabba membn 
remained neutral. Next day, the flth. fiaplambsr, with the Oppoailion Imders and 
the represeiitativeS of the Government still engaged in the exploraUon of Uie 
possibilities of a settlement over the Bill, the debate to-day as on the days 
previous lacked reality, aa the Chief Minister himself described it. The whole of tbs 
evening wss taken np with the consideration of only one amendment relating to 
the definition of secondary education. The amendment which was movea by 
Dr, Syamaprasad Moohtrjet and with which Mr. Faglui Huq expreamd hia 
substantial agreement but which he could not accept at the present moment on 
account of practical difficulties was defeated ty 51 to 82 votes. The Government 
majority was narrowed down on account of the Kriahak Proja Party supporting 
the amendment The House then adjourned Ull the next day, the ttih. fia^rnber. 
when it adjourned again for want of quorum. Next day, the IStb. S apte m bm, tbs 
vital clause of the Bill which relates to the oomposiUon of tbe proposed Beoondary 
EMneation Board was taken up. On behalf of the Oppoailion. Mr. Pramutha 
Nath Sanerjee, of tbe Bose group, moved a oomprebensive amendment auxgesling 
changes in tbe conatitution of the Board as provided in tbe Bill. Placing hia 
amendment before the House, Mr. BonaryW said that they wanted that tbs 
proposed Board of Secondary Education should be absolutely free from tbs 
Uint of communalism and that academic oontiderationa woold prevail in tbs 
Board. Blr. Baiierjee told the House that the efforU for a isttlsment over the Bill 
bad not so far succeeded. FurUier discuaeion on the elanas and the various 
aroendroeuU moved ou behalf of tbe OpposiUou, in regard to it eonUnned on 
Baptamber 15, when oppoaing the oppoaiUon amsndmsot, the bon. Mr. A. JT. 
Fadul Huq, EdueaUon Minister, ssid that tbe principle underlying the diatribuUon 
of seaU on the proposed Secondary EdueaUon Board had been carefnlly worked 
out in order to give due representaUon to various intereata keeping In view the 
needs and reqiiirementa of edneaUon aa also preserving the communal ratio 
much aa poaslble. They had done that by giving reprcMnUtloo to eemmunitiee 
and by giving represenUtion to ex-ofiieio membera Ip meet the needs of education. 
Aa at present edviaed, he could not accept any amendment or eliange in tbe coneU- 
ttttion oi Ihe Board without deetioying the fundameotal prinoi^ on wMeh 
the Bill wae bated. For this nneoo be opposed the emendflieDt. Tbe AMsmbly 
at this stage adjourned. 

Marios or No-oovnosseg 


letta. 8BPTBMBBR The Aeeembly provided an inteinMiog dramn thie evening 
when in a tense atmoephere It eommanoed seaalon, all the parties being pieient In 
full etrengUi. The galleriee were ^▼«r;erowM and a nun^ of pMlMaa^e^^ 
in evidence. Six membera fm the Coalition Krtohak Prjk Party and of Mr. 
Sarai Bose's group had tabled motions expreesiog 'no oonfidenea* la Minlater 
Suhrawardy. Out of nearly a hmidrrf membCTS M ^ Ooelitte PMt, 46 wm 
with Mr. ffuq and in combination with 80 Sehednled Omte membera, Indanaiidefit, 
NaUonalleU and the membera of Sarat Bom gnmp, the atotion agahist Mr. 
Suhrawardy stood a good ohanoe of being entried. 
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Thu Bpcukiv* Mr. Mritf Alt who preiMed orer Um leMloii in the 

ibiMioe al the opcekKr, Bic Amul nmqu/B edionmcd the lloeie eteiiiiK thet the 
metter helbre fbe lloruHi wee of eueh ifleporteiiee thet it ehoold be deelt with by 
the Speaker Idnietf. Tliie ection took the Hoitee compietely hy eurpriee. 

After the Deputy Speaker hed Irfife |tendenioninm prevailed. Khan Bahadur 
4fzat aecenfed the elieir awd Mr. Natinak$ka Banyut eiioke cxpreMiDg leek of 
ooufideooe in Mr. Suhrawardir end rcqneetliiK thoM preecnt to \odfifi e proteet 
eeeliiot bin oonlinNeoee iii otiiee. About 12i membere eipiifted npprovni of Mr. 
Sauyai*9 enj^ueetioo. > 

About half an hour" tjefoie the Amembty wee eehediilcd to meet, the 
N|ieaker (dir Aaizul Haqua) eent inUmaiioii to the memitere of the Hoiim 
ri^rettinic hie ir»a)»ility to attend the Aeaembiy meelioK to-day and addina that, 
if the prcMewt tTOiidiiiofi of Ida healih coiitiiiaed, he miaht not be aide to attend 
the eeaeiotii for aome time. He eaid that for a month he had lHN*n earrying on 
Aeeembly work in eidte of freqiient atlm^ke of fever. Every day lio waa haviiijc 
temperature in the evciiint; and diietori had adviacd him to take )»erfcct reet for 
at leaet three monthc. 

At toon a» the Houm waa derlared adjtMirned, membera of the OpiHMition 
ami the aiipportm of Mr. Fazlul Haq in the Coalition Tarty vociferouaty lodged 
their proteat agaiuat the manner in which the Deputy SiHsaktr had adjourned 
the Honae. 

l*he miniat^rUl erieia whb;h the no-«*onfidcnce motiona againat Mr. AT. 8, 
Suhramardy foreahmbweil remained auxi^iided for the moment. 1‘he motiuoa which 
coiitd not 1 m moved in the Aaaembly on the IGth. on aocoiint of Die abrupt 
afljoiimment at tlie Hoiiae by the Deputy Speaker waa coiiaidcrcd at all tbla 
acMmii, aa the Asaemhty waa prorogued on the Ibth. 

There waa a conference at (•overiimeiil Douae on 17th. Sept, in the afternoon 
over which Ilia Excellency the ftovcriior preeided. There waa an agreement that 
the preaent aeaaion will be prorogued on Thuraday (Heptember, 18) aa previoualy 
aebadttlad in view of the eloae proximity of the Puja Holidaya. Ilia Excellency 
in formed the eoiiference that it waa Ida deaira to aummoii the Aaaembly la 
November next The iiouee waa accordingly praroyuzd. 


Winter Seeaion — Calcutta — 27th. Nor. to 18th. December 1941 

Tilt: Hi:(X)9I>art Epucatiow Biu. (coktp ) 

The Bengal I<egiala<ive Aaaembly, which met on the X7Ui. November for the winter 
aeaaion, wu adjunrned till Deoemlier 8; without trnnaactiiig any biiaiiieaa. in order 
to enable an agreed afatlcrnciit Imihg rafudied regarding the hcnnidary Education 
Bill. There waa a full attendance of niembera, and tlie public aa well aa the 
olDelal gallerica were packerl, hi idew of the tawtri apiiearttig in the moridng 
panera that *iio-coiiAdf*nt*c*’, motiona would be moved agaiiiat two meiubcra of the 
Oralnet when the llouMe mo<!U to-day. 

Aa the flotnie AKrff;nHd<!d. Hie Chief IHeiHier, Mr. A, K, Faatul ffuq^ made a 
brief atatemeiit, jn the eireet tbaA the prceent araatoit of the AnHenihly hail been 
ealM primarily for the. pnrpoat of di<ienKaiiig the proviaimie of the Bengal 
Seimndary Education Bill. They were frying, when they lent met, to have an 
agr^ aaitlemeiit reixarding Uie RUt iudf; and Uieir attcmftu at an mrreed aettlcmeut 
were very aaiiafactory nnd it waa )mm!k tluii, with a Utile more eifort, they would 
ba able to iwoducc nn agreed’ Kill. CJnfortiiitately, however, tiio intervention of the 
holUUya and the ahaenco of many meroliera of the Scle>*t Committee, to which 
the Bill had been referred, ,<t prevented tliena from reaiiming their drlilmraiiona, and 
ha waa aorry that no progrem had lioen made. 'They pniiKiacd to rcanme their 
labotira and for that luiriKiac aoinc time would he iircnaHary So, he auggeafed 
that the Uonae ha ndjo'iriied tor a few daya in onler to euabte them to coiiliiiiie 
the WQvk. The Sfieaker then mipniriietl the the ITouae till the Ltccemlicr 8. 

RlRKrtATlON OF MlNISTrUS 

On the let. fleeemberaU tlic ten MininitTa of the Bengal rahinet tendered their 
reaiguatloiia to II. E. the (tov«*riior. A <« .vt rumen l llotiae iroinnitinirpio imiieil at 
*J-ilO p.m. aiMtiHl : *'U ia aiiiiouii«’«H| that .Miiii«itfTH have lo-day tcMidered to Ida 
Kxeelicnry the (tovernor *lii* r rcaigiiatioiia aa mf'iulMMa of the (.'oiincil of Miidatera. 
They will cimtiitue lo remain ia charge of ilirir ivHpcrttvc iHirtiolioa until Hig 
Excelleuey the Governor baa decided whciher or not to accept tbeir reaignationa,** 
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- fii**»«4, tm ^ t mi of the Mkivliig: Hr. A. 

5* Cailei Mioilter end Minietfr In cherKe of Kdiicetioo ; Sir 

N^oiiiddin, Upm Mioieter ; Sir B. P. SiokIi Roj. Rmiim Minietor ; Mr. R. & 
Bateoordv, llinieler In rhem of FuienocL Lelonr end Coamerre ; Reoeb 
BfBidnr of Depee, Minleter in eneioe of Pntili^f eelth end I.«ocel Self-^fcrnmeiii ; 
Melura)i Srieh Ghendre Nendy of Oaesiabeier. Hinieier In bher^e of Work# 
end Oonwnnlcetlont ; Mr. TemitndcUn Klun. Minister in elterice of AgrkiiilUife 
ei^ Indnetiies ; Neweb MasbereP JudirUI Miuislor ; Mr. P. I». KnUtiit, 

Minleter in eherite of Kxcine end Forcete ; Mr. M. B. Mullivk, Minisier in oheive 
of Oo-oremtioii end Uurel Indebledneeo. 

GssBife OF THE Cnren 

The MinUterlel crisis .hed its I'enests in the letter eddressed by the Cldef 
Minleter, Mr. A, K. Feziul Miiq. to tbe SecraUry of the Alt- Indie Muslim 
Leegne, orlticising the '*erbitrery eondiioi** of its Pmidciit, Mr. M. A. Jinneh, who 
hed theeelened disclplinery ection eyisinsi Mr. 11 uq sad severe! othen on tJieir 
nu m her s h lQ of the Netionel Defence Ouuiicil. 

Vliie etnCeaent of .Mr. ldaq[ wet teken exceplton to by e saetlon of the 
Miolslerisriet CoeKtion l*erty. incluttiriK some of Uic Csbiiiet members, end ibere 
wee e demonetretion on the Calciicie Mstdeii in condemiieiion of cerlein remerke 
of Mr. Buq reletinf lo the l*resideui of tbc^liceRue. This geve rise to e eidlt in 
the Minivimiiet Forty end dcroonstnnions end counter-demonstretions by the 
•niqmers of Ihe two |ierties, one led by Mr. iliiq end the other by bis Muslim 
eidleegnce In the Csinnet, contiimed (or some time. Kfibrte however were mede 
by tkoM who remeined neutrel to bring liboiit e reiqMOcbment between the two 
OfifMiiaK grou|ie eiid the solution « the Hiiq-I^eegue dispute by getiiiiirtbe 
Lsogoe Workii^ Committee to decide not to teke eiiy nrtion agsiiist Mr. Hnq 
in view of bts cx|denstion offered on die wve of its lest meeting et Delhi. This 
wee expected to bring to on end the differences emonust Muslim Ministere 
in Kengel too. But Ibis did not bepfien end Uit Bengal Cabinet crisis con tinned 
to develop, 

ImssMietely after the ficague Working Committoe meeting et Delhi, Mr. 
Hoq*e supporters in the Assembly formed themselves Into e new body known as 
tte Progressive Assembly I'erty end later, e bigger imrty known as the pro» 
cemelve Coalition Party was comfiosed on Xovemlicr 1^8 of the rsHotis pertlm 
in Opfxiillion in the Legislature and the Pnigrcssivc Pertv of Mr. Huq*a 
enpliorteri. This Pertv decided to act under the lesUershtp of Mr. A. if. Fexiul 
Hnq, Chief Miiiietcr of Bengal. . ^ ^ ^ 

On the morning of November 29, the qiiesiKm of formstion of the rrogresslve 
Coalition Ferty composed of Mr. lluq's stii»porters, the Kurw.nti Bloe fcvonp of 
OMigrewmen, tne Krisbek Proje Party, the Indqieodent Bihcdiilid Ceele I*eriy, 
end some unelteebed members, with Uic sssursnee of rf'siionsive co-operation from 
the official C^gress group einl the Jliiitlu NetiojislisC l*erty. wss raised in a 
Cabinet meeting. His Ksccllcncy the iiovemor of Bcngsl presiding. After Uit 
Eecdileney bed left the mieting, Mr. Huq isntied a •tstciniiil confrsdiciiui; the 
npori that he hed eccepierl tlie Padership of the newly foinicd ITogieosivt 
Qoelition Pkriy ea, be said, it would be unconstifiitlonsl of him io form such a 
party, with those, who were in opposition In the Asicmbly. so long as be wee 
S Mf"> ***^ and Leader of the Goslition Party, backing the present Ministry. 

A atatement appeared in the morning risfiers, (1st Dec.), mtde by the Chief Whip of 
the Kriabak Fkola Party, to the effect Uiat there was no ground for disbellevliHr 
the formatioB oftbe ProgreaelTe Coalition Parlv and also tlie fset that Mr. A. k! 
Faxiul Hnq bad been aeeaptad as the l^er of the Psriy whose object was to 
thiow oni^the reactionary Minialers of the &ngal Cabinet. * ... 

It la recalled In this connection that at the end of the last eeesion of tho 
Bencal Aeeembly. following demonctraiioos againti Mr. Uuq for bis lemarka 
aaalaat the Immua President, Mr. M. A. Jionsh. half a doxen membera, inelnding 
Sme of the Mlnlitariaimt Coaliiioo Party, Mva no^ of bio-ctmftdenee* motloiif 
andnal the Finanoe Mtnieter. Mr. H. 8. Bohrawaidy, who la §\jo the 
^SSs Pmincial Muelim League. Thcee motlone could noh however, he ta^ 


day there were expeeted to 


up M the kisemUy was prorogued on the 

^ **WhM the Aaaembly met for the winter eeesion on N^emlm 27, . two simllsf 
*«n ftfuiddiaim* wmiUods. one sgsiost ihs Hossc Minister. % Naxamnddin, and the 
^thtfej^oM dSPinMce MiuSler. Mr. H. 8. Buhrew^y, were gives notice of 
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by the nemben ot the Kriibek FropL Flirty. When, bowerer, the Afeembly met on 
November 27, before the Uonee took up the day’s buHiness, the Chief Miiiiiter 
moved for sdioornment for ten days, in oraer to enable the varioua parties to 
come to an agreed settlement on the qiiestion of the Secondary Education Bill, 
which was the main official business for the session. The House was adjourned by 
the Speaker. Sir Azizul Haque till December 8 and further efforts were made for 
effecting a compromise between the two Opposition groups in the Ministerialist 
Coalition Party. On the other hand parties in Opposition took advantage of the 
recess to consolidate and strengthen their position in view of the possibility of 
*no-conftdence’ motions being taken up on December 8. 

About a year after its formation In April 1037, by Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq 
following the general elections, the Ministry resigned in June 1938. due to certain 
differences of opinion with Mr. Nausher All. the then Minister for Local Self- 
^veniment. Following this, the late Lord Brabourne called upon Mr. Huq again 
to form a Cabinet which the latter did with all the previous Ministers— except Mr. 
Nausher Ali— and with two additions, namely, Mr. Tamizuildin Khan and Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, both of the Krishak Proja Party. Some months after Mr. 
Hhamsuddin Ahmed resigned and this was followed by the resignation of Mr. 
Nal'mi Banjan Barker, who was the Finance Minister— the latter over the issue 
of the war resolution in the Asrembly. 

It is now possible to reveal the different manoeuvres and connter-msnoeuvrM 
that have been going on behind the scenes during die period the Cabinet crisis 
hfd been brewing. 

After Mr. fazlul Huq settled his differences with the High Command of 
the Muslim Lesftiie and Mr. Ji/mah, it was expected that hit differences with his 
League colleagues in the Cabinet would also be amicably settled. But Mr. Fazlul 
Huq himself, as also tlie newly formed Progessive Assembly Party, held that the 
differenoea with the Ijeagiie Higb Command formed an issue entirely separate 
from the differences with< the Cabinet colleagues. The Progressive Assembly Party, 
consiating of a groun of 47 members from witliin the ranks of the present Coali- 
tionists, who number 108, was compelled to seek new sIHances so as to ensurs a 
stable majority for any Government tbrnt might be formed with its support, and 
to allied Itself with Krishak Projas numbering 19, Independent Scbedulra Castes 
numbering 12, the Forward Bloc numbering 37 and Hindu Natronalists niirobertng 
11. Four unattached members and the 27 members of the official Congress Party 
(provided the Congren High Command approves of the ideal were believed to be 
willing to offer reaponsivo co-operation to this newly formed alliance, when it comes 
into power. 

The European Group in the Legislature were anxiona to retain its import- 
ance as a balaiiciag focee and tried bard to persuade Mr. Huq to compose his 
differences wUh the Naximuddin Group, pointing out that, in case dissolution of 
the Csbiiist occurred, the Governor was not bound to call on Mr. Huq to form 
a fresh Ministry. Meanlime, the Naztmnddin-Buhrawardy Group too tried persua- 
sion and threats, and while it was reported Mr. Hiio lent his ears to the pleadings 
of bis Cabinet rivals^ the Krishak Proja Phrty upset the apple-cart by giving notice 
of two ‘’uo-couAdence” motions against Sir AT. Nazimuddin and Mr. Suhrawardy^ and 
these were due to be moved on the opening day of the Assembly, on the 37th. Nov. 

It was thoughi that rather than face the ’’no-confidence” motiona against 
them. Sir AT. Nazimuddin, Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and the Nawdh 
of Dacca, who could have been in no doubt as to the outcome of the result, would 
lender their reaignutiou|.fiom the Ministry. It was also expected that if dissolution 
of the Cabinet fbllowM their resignations, the Governor would find himself free 
to call on one of them to constitute a Cabinet, which he could not very well have 
done had the legislature expressed its want of confidence in them by a majority 
vote, llie reaignation of MrJ Fazlul Huq, along with ill his colleugues, on the let 
November, was something ofu surprise even to his closest friends. Mr. Fazluh Huq's 
eonsultutions with the Governor, prior to the Cubinet meeting might have 
influenced him to reuign along with bis colleagues. 

Bbpqal Musue Lbagub’s Rbsoluhon 

Developments regarding the Cabinet erisia reached a farther itage on the 2nd. 
December with the Working Committee of the Bengal Provincial Mnelim Leagne 
passing resolutions calling on all members of the Legislature who are membera 
of the Muslim liSagiie to constitute themselves iuto a new Bengal Legislsture 
MusHm League Party. 


— ] oaa *41 ] EE8IQNATION OT THE CABINET U1 

Obndemiilog the formatioQ of the Progreni?e Aieeinbly Furty end the 
foTHMlion of **ProgreNi?e Coelitioniite** m immieel fo MiieHm Intereete in Bengel 
the Working Committee farther diraeted nil Longue Legitlntore to dieoocinte 
themielTen from the Progreotire groupn. It wnn nlio deeidra to iunugurnte nlmont 
immedintdy the Bengnl Legitlnture Mneltm Longue Pnrty. Refeiencen were mnde 
pointing out thnt Mutltm legiolntoro, bj nirengthening the Progreetive groupUk 
wonld be bending over the ndmioUtrntion of t'te . Province to the Congrcen, the 
Forwnid Bloc nod the Hindu Mnhntnbhn gronpo, thereby endnngering BlUnlim 
intereote. 

The Progreooire Aoscmbly Pnrty« in the menn while, gnve notice of **no 
fonfidence” inotioui agnioot Sir iT. Nazitnuddiu, Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Tamizwffhn 
Khan, the yawab of Dacca, Mr. Mukund Behari Mutlick end »Sir Bcjoy Snitfh 
Singh Roy end no fewer than 29 membera sent in notices. 

Mr. Bvhrawarpy'8 Statement 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister of Finance, in the course of an interview, gnve 
out na hia opinion that tbeiie “no coiifidetice*' motions would be invalid since tliey 
bed tendered their resignations and wonld soon cease to bold oflioe and fresh 
“no confidence" motions would have to be tabled in case they again came to 
power. Asked as to why Mr. Fazlul Huq chose to realgii along with bis 
oolleguen, Mr. Suhrawardy held thst the Calniiet was jointly rea|H>nsible to the 
l^egialature and that the logical sequence of resignation by a majority of Ministera 
wna the Premier’s resignation as well, otherwise the Premier could have Lwen 
inatifiably dismissed by the (jovernor. Ilesides, the Cabinet represented the 
Coalition Party and when Ministers, representing the majority in the Coalition 
Party tendered their resignation, it would have been most improi»er for the 
Promier to remain in office and fill up vacancies. 

Mir. Suhrawardy held the view that the Governor should constitutionally esU 
on the leader of the largest single |H)Utical party inside the Legislature to form 
the new Cabinet ami it would be quite proffer to prorogue the Asseroblv iinme* 
diaiely after the new Cabinet ia formed so as to i;ive tune to the new Cabinet to 
eiplain iia programme to the country and secure its approval More funclioniiig 
in the Legislature. He cited the example of Assam where, after the fall of the 
Saadollah Ministry, when the Bordoloi Miuistry was formed, ihe Assam Assembly 
was immediately prorogued. 

*’In Bpite of our best eiTarlR’', Mr. Snhnurardif said, “wo failed to persnade 
Mr. Fazlul Huq to give up bis suftport to the rrogressive Assembly Party, which 
composed aa it is of members from within the ranks of the present Coahtion 
Psrty, wse bound to hamper unity within the Coalition Party. Mr. 11 uq appnreiiily 
mode large promises to the Progressive Ciroup members and to the Sarat 
Bow group and be could not get out of them. We even offered to consider 
expansion at a later stage, but he forfctied onr confidence by eiicouragiiig cHesciisiou 
within our ranks and it bet^ame quite impossible any longer to work with him." 

Mr. Suhrauarih/% citntkm of the example of the prorogation of the Aasam 
Aaaembly teemed to miss the iKiiiit that in the case of Assam these existed no 
group at that time in Assam which without l>eing given lime wonld have been 
able to form a stalde Government, whereas now in the Bengal Assembly, Mr. 
Fazlul Huq has a definite majority and would be able to face the Legidature 
immediatelj after he forms his Cabinet. 

Further, at a meeting of parly leaders held prior to the prorogation of tlie 
previona aesaion of the Bengal Assembly, the Governor gave an naaiiiatice that 
tl^ preaent session of the Assembly would be given an opfiortuiiity to record 
ita confidence or want of it in the Ministtv. 

It is interesting to record in this coone<;!ion here that Mr. FqHvl Huq 
wrote a letter to the Governor pointing out the strength be commanded in 
the Aasembly which teemed to be somewhere around I 'X) in a House of 24t>. and 
that conatitutionally he should be summoned to form the Cabinet. 

Mr. HrQ ACtXrTS LEAhERirHlI* 

On the 3rd. December Mr. A. /iT. Faxiul Huq accepted the leadership of 
the newly formed Progressive Coslitioo I'ariy of the Itengal Assembly. In 
announcing his decision, Mr. Huq issued the following statement :~ 

‘Tt is with humility and with f'ardonable pride that I acceiit the leaflershtp 
of the Progressive Coalition Paity, which has been kindly ofTcred to me by the 
leaden of the various sedions in the House. Ihe foimatioii of ibis j^rty. 
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bfiaglog together as It does the diverse domenls in India's i afional life, is an 
event nnnreccdeiited in tlic liisioij of India, and shoulil, I iio|)e. )>« an aagury 
not only tor the uessntion of nommunal strife, but also for ilie cfirryiiia out of 
a fTrogramme for the good of ail sections of the pef^'l^ tide rountr;. Our 
nniled efforts will beiufeforth be directed towards the scliicvenietit of our rammon 
purpose and cottimoo ideals. 

*1 wish to avsil myaelf of this o|«port4imiy, as President of the Ben jral 
Provincial Mttallm league, to express my grtiieful thaiiks to those m*'ml»ers of the 
llualim League who have kindiv offered I he benefit of their ndvb'e and snptmrt 
-by ioiniiig the new Progressive Co-ilition Party under my leadership. 1 sm 
convinced that, despite any pi3p!ganda Uist may be made against them, they are 
loyal and ataunen meinliers of the MiiHlim lieagiie who have always upheld, as 
I am ante they will always do. tlie best fradiiiona of tlie Ijeagtie. 1 have not the 
aligliteat doubt that they are the true ez|H>uentB of tlie spirit and ideals of the 
Ilualim League. 

*‘Thc present Progressive CosHlioii Tarty ia composed of memhers of tlie 
Muslim League, the Krishak Projn, the Congress, the Hindu Msha Sahhs, the 
I^stlcnalisls, Indian Christi.*itis, Anglo*Indiatis, ].aboiir ntembers. Scheduled 
Castes and other clt'inrnts of the Icgialaitire. It. ie .my firm Wlief that it is thU 
jHtrty alone that can bring relief to all commiinitictt. VVe will work with a united 
purj lose for the givul of a l ooiniiinititiea aud iLtmsts. 

Uo|(e tiist c' cry home in Bengal will stand solidly behind this entente to 
omiblc it to fulfil its pur|4)se. 

think, I ought to mske mv position r/&‘-n t/jt :thr Coalition Party ahsointrly 
clear. This tiurty war forninl in iO.*7 with the ohj.^'t of aiip*iH)rtiiig the Coalition 
Ministry nndor iiiy^h*fi4leraiiii>. ]ii purs nance of a denstou tukcii by the majcirity, 
the Council of .>liirisrei‘s teiidcreil their resignation on Monday, the ‘1st of DeermheV, 
loll, without obtaining its mandate. Its mc-mhers have now formed themselves 
ifite separate parties. K6r these reasons the inaiiiiiHi |*arty of 1937, has obviously 
cessed to exist. 1 was therefore jiisiified iu acix*piiiig the leadei'ship of the 
irnijgi'essivc eonlition party in the confideiii hoi>e that ii will iishtr in a new era of 
peace and prosiierity.’ 

STDEXtiTH OP XEW Al.UAItC'E 

The newly formal Proiiressive Coalition Party, whose leoderslijp was accepted 
by Mr. Faslnl littq, clsiint'u to Ictvc a strength <if HI) members, composed of the 
following groups : Air. iSarat. Bo:<)4’’s Pariv, the Kfishak IVija Party. 19, the 
Progressive Assembly Party. 42. (he lii(lc|>ei<aent Svhediiied Castes Group,* 12, the 
Nationalist HMidua, 11, Anglo- Indinns. 3, Hilm ;r, 1. 

PlXKiUESs^Ivr COAI.ITIOX I'apty FOUMr.D 

The first foimdl meeting of the Progres.'^ivc Coalition Party was bcid, on the 
4th. HoTinbor, at tlie rcsidenec ut tlic Chief Minister, >.Ir. A. K. Faziul Huq, who 
was unanimous!) cleviinl Lauler. 

t>iic liuiiilred wnd two inombers, l>rlonging ,to the various groups in tlic 
Asspiuhly, forming the C'oalition, attcndi\l the meeting, besidc^s iscveraJ members 
of the rVpcr itoiisf*. 

The name of Mr. was tiroposod by Mr. f^arnt Chatidra Bn»r, Lewder 

of the IJosc (iioiijn and was scvomh'd by Mr. Shrntnui>h'n Ahmed, Leader of the 
Krishak Projii Piirty. J'Jic proposal was supqoiietl by Dr. Pra»ad 

lAauh'v o1 tire Nntiennlht Party, A'uuah Mtishurri.ff f'ci.s.^wis, Judicial 
and Legislative Aliiiisterj Khun UnhihiHf llobUvm AH Khan, l^eputv Leader of the 
IhogrcFsive Assembly Party, Mr, I/ct.t iln'vura .\7 •.««?»*, Lcatler of tJie Indeficndcnt 
|^kdu?dnlcd Ca^te Party, aiicl Xir. J. IP. <.\ng!o-Iiulian)> 

klr. //««/, ill tlm course of a short si cci b. said that he c.\i>ivted great things 
in Bcugol as a result of the formation of lids portv, wbu h represented the different 
parties and interests in the liM>i«hiture. He hoie?*! that the message of this p^iriy 
would lo to the iTimdrst villages of PtMigal and Bengal would stand iiiiiM in 
solving her economic aiul oilier vita! problems. 

0w> CdAUWOX rtRTY PlsSOl.VKD 

Hti-oug eondeinnatiou of tlic “cHMiclnct of Mr. A, K, Fazhd livq in betraying 
tlie Miiiistetinlist Coalition dartv 'of which he was tlic Liwdi i) by foiming the 
Progressive Asscmldy Forty and by accepting the londcrsld]» of a toalition of some 
mciubeis of the <hrO’'iiioM paiin't*’ wa? iv,ordcd in u re-olntion adopted at a 
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mettiiig Ifinistenliat Coalitioti partv b(4d, on the 4 th. Oei-cmher, •* tlw C^ounril 

Houw. The. meni^n of the ncwlv-formca ProjjcrcttBive Ar.'ovmSIv Vnrty wliov o alto 
memben of the MiniRterialiBt Coalition rarty, did not aitv M.l iV.i 

The meeting also cx|)reBKcd ite *‘\vant of con fulcrum- in Mr. q for 

Beeedin^ from the party with some of iu iucnii>>-fa anti tlicvcuv hrir hig uiHuii 
the reBignation of the preeent Cahinet.*’ 

The meeting dendared tl»e MinigierialiKt Conlilioit Parl v dii.>olv(Hl “in view of 
the fact that Mr. Fazlu! lliiq and his group wore ccnsitintMil elfinents of the 
party formed in 1937 and that he and some inemhtts or his ,‘ .oup have secedcil 
from it” 

It waB announced at the meeting that the member.; of the .Vestunhly Sclicduloil 
Castes Party, Iwl by Mr. if. H. JMuUirk\ Minister fur ( -o-opeTativc Credit ami 
Kiinil ImlebtednesB, would Bupyort ami work with che ii* wiy-formod Bengal 
l.<cgi8latnrc Muslim T^eague Party in carrying: on parli.'imer.tary a**tiVity. 

The meeting was attended by 72 memners of the I.r.Mdalurc, including six 
MiniBterB, with Uie hon. Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in the chair. 


Mr. .1 inn All’s H rArKMKN’T 

Mr. ht, A. Jinnah in a Rtat<>racnt to the pices on the I) cembor, says 
“I congratulate the iiicmbcns of the Muslim liCagne in Bengal on having 
formed the Muslim league J’arty in the .\sBcmh!y and having elected Bir 
Nazimuddin as their leader. 1 apitcal to every Muslim Leaguer in pn> ticular and 
other Muslim members of the Bengal Assembly to join the Pmty ami maintain 
the solidarity and unity of Muslim Bengal to meet ihi^ ma< hinutions of over half 
a dozen miscellaneous grou| s, who have come iogetiier and il thcinselves as a 
Coalition Party merely on the basis of causing disriintionp amongst the MuHsalmaus 
and are otherwise i^les asunder. And Mr. Fazlul lJuq has aecei'tod the leadership 
of such a combination. ^ 

“1 regret that Mr. Fazlul Huq has been a party to intrigues with other 
groups ana has broken away from the Muslim l^eagiie. Ho has been now for some 
considerable time trying to stab the Muslim I.4eagiie in ‘ the back and now his open 
departure from the League, 1 hope, will enable the Miisiim l^ieague Party to work 
on sound, healthy and honourable lines. 

“Finally, 1 appeal to all Muslims inside and outside the legialatiire to stand 
by the Laaaership of Hir Nazimuddin and the Muslim l.<eague Phrty in the 
Assembly. 1 assure Bir Nazimuddin and the Muslim League Party in the 
Assembly the fullest support and help of the All India Muslim League.” 

League Mikisterb’ Btatkmekt 

“Mr. Fazlul Huq had created such a position that inevitably he had no 
alternative but to tender bis resignation and the resignation of hb Cabinet” 
Thb observation was made in a ioint statement issued, ot the 5tb. December, 
Over the signatures of four Muslim Mlubters, namely, Bir Naaimnddin, the Nawab 
Bahabnr of l^ca, Mr. H. 6. Snhrawardy and Mr. Throizuddin Kban, explaining the 
circumstances which, according to them, had led to the resignation of tlie Huq Cabinet 
llie stetement among other things observes : “All are aware thspAlr. Huq 
has been off and on, during the last two years, if not longer, in secret e^sultation 
with Mr. fterat Bose, the I^eader of the Congress Forward Bloc and certain 
Hindu Mahtsmbha leaders for the formation of an alternative Aliiiistry* We did 
not pay much attention to these attempts. In the interests of Muslim soUdaritj. 
and in the belbf that Muslim Bengal desired that we should work togethv as 
long St it wsa humanly poMible to do so, we put np with all theee and many 


wrote a letter to the Secretary of the All-liidia Muslim I^gue, fasting Mparatofia 
against Mr. Jinnab. and attempting to ereate a serious division in Moslnii fsnka 
El nMng tha BenRidi mkI noo-BmKali qucMion in rdaliM -to All-Ii^ MliUra 
■ad dmataiiag to diwoe i a l a Ihn Muriiaw ol BennI 4n>ai All-la^ Manliii 
LM«aa. Ba InrtMd waM meubtn ot the CoallUoa Party to hb liM wd 
ianiicd them to brtos. wiihoat as aiadi an refetrax Um laaHor to tto O^tta 
Ptefy. a aMtioa ol ‘Io^Mmim^ ngatart oan ^ vk who, m tto 8aetrt» ol tiw 
B«4| Pnmacial Madim had had tho twaority to ap^ ftp hoaoa, 

aad BMrtica ol the LcMtae. Ho CrtA oa raeoaMiM .hia Mmiortcn to tmti feM 


Own. UbmgMdiiig Ua ohIicitfoM to the CoaliiiM Futy he bm^ImT the 
leedMUyied dS Oceap.” 
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"At tills struck St the ver^ foiindstion of tlie Coslition Party, it becsme only 
A natter of time when the Ministry as a whole would fall. In the interest how* 
e?er of the Muslim community we made every possible effort to set him riaht 
with the Muslim League and to induce him to withdraw the allegations he had 
made in his letter. Letters were exchanged between us at Darjeeling, and the 
working committee of the Bengal Provincial Muslim I/eague affirmed its confidence 
in him on the basis of the statements in his lotter to us. We understood that all 
matters between us liad been adjusted and that the matter was closed. A meeting 
of the Coalition Party was held on November ViG at the residence of Nawab 
Muaharruf Hossain. Already notices of motions of *no-coiifideiicc* had been sent 
against two of us. Realising that the Coalition Party would, by an overwhelming 
majority give a mandate to all its members to oppose such motions in the House. 
Mr. Fazlttl Huq prevented any decision, or even discussion on the aiihject, and on 
the plea that suen a decision would disrupt the Coalitiou Parly, stated that he was 
working for an adjournment of the meeting of the Assembly fixed for the next 
day, in order to gain time to com|iose the differences in the Party. Mr. Huq had 
already gained the eonsent of the Op|X)silion groups to an adjournment by asauring 
them that he wanted time to strengthen his position so that the motion of 
*iio*coiiridence* may be successful aud may not be defeated. While, therefore, we 
wore exiiecting and hoping that, in terms of bis statement to the Party, he would 
make efforts to bring about a compromise, we learnt to our astonishment that the 
very next day a meeting of the Progressive Party was held under his presidentship 
ana the Party reiteratca its determination to support the *no-confidence' motion. 

*'Mr. Faslul Huq continued to work for n coalition with the Forward Bloc, 
the Hindu Mahasabha aud other Oiq^ositioii parties. A meeting was held at the 
reaidence of Mr. J. C. (iu |tta on the evening of Novoniber 28. with all the 
Opposition groups, at which Mr. Fazlul Huq waa present. Mr. iSarat Bose drew 
up a document in his own handwriting, which waa aigiied by himself as I^eader 
or the Forward Bloc, by Mr. Hhamauddiii Ahmed as Leader of the Opposition 
Krisbak Proja Party, by Khan Bahadur Hasbim All Kban aa the Deputy Leader 
of the Progreasive Party, aud bv Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar as Leader of the 
Independent Bcbediiled Castes on behalf of themaclves and their memliers. The 
signatories formed themselves into a new party, namely, the Progressive Coalitiou 
Party, and solemnly declared that they 'accepted’ Mr. Fazlul Huq as their leader. 
A Cabinet meeting was hurriedly called on November 20, and the public are 
aware that a Communique was issued in which Mr. Fazlul Huq denied everything. 
On November iiU, tt a meeting of the Progressive Party at which he presided, it 
was decided to move a vote of *no-confidence’ against six Ministers of his Cabinet, 
while vigorous attempts coiiiiuued to be made to collect aignatiirca for the newly- 
formed Progressive Coalition Party. 

**'rhe Working Committee of the Ijeagiie has directed that a Bengal liSgis- 
latnre Muslim J^sgiie I'arty should be formed and that all Muslim Lcagiiera 
should join it. Mr. Fazlul IJuq did not attend the meeting of the Working 
Committee and now issues a atatement congratulating certain members on dia- 
o^ying the irisudate of the Working Committee which renrearnta the Muslim 
Leagiiera of Bengal. Mr. Huq has chosen to defy the orders of the Muslim Leagua 
of which he is the Preaideiit. 

**We leave the public to judge whether under these circnmatancee it ma 
possible for any self-respecting person to continue to work with Mr. Fazlul Hm| 
aa a member of hia Cabinet." 

^ Mr. JiNNAH’8 Teleoram to Mr, Udq 


The following telegram waa sent by Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huq oa the 
8th, December ^ 

"Your telegram dntbd the 7th. llie statement emiKNiiad therein is contrary 
to facta and documentary evi<ienee. According to known facta, yoav eoiidiict 
amonuta to treachery. 1 am not influeiiccti by individual quarrels, of which yon 
never informed me liefore, nor even now aa to what it ia. You have defied the 
iSovInelal lioagiie and ila decision, of which yon hapiieii to be 1*resident, without 
reference to the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim l/wqne or me. Yon 
have formed a coalition. It is not o|>cn to indiviitual membera of the Ijragne to 
form a clique or coalition wiilioiit the approval of the l*roTini‘ial or the All-India 
Mualim League. Yon have declined to join the Musliiu Ijeagiw Party formed by 
tlie Provincial Mualim l4cague. You have betrayed the former coaliiion poriy. of 
which you wait the Leader, and to which the Mualim Leagwo Group waa tha 
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ItrgMt, by yoar intri^act with ptrtiei in opposition, behind the LesRne't beck* 
1 csnoot postpone ection, end eitow diletory tactics end your pessinK off, in the 
msentims^ ee e loyei Motlim Lesi^oer. I gifs yon en opportunity to send me yonr 
fullest eiplenetion if you have any further expleoetion. You mey send it buore 
the 10th, or else I must proceed to take action.” 

Me. Hcq’8 Reply to Me. Jinsah. 

Mr. A, K, Fazlul Hug sent the following reply to the telegram of the 
Leegns President Mr. M. A. Jinnah :~ 

* 1 am roost painfully surprised at your telegram received to*day. It ia 
incorrect that I have joined miscellaneo us groups, whose only object is the 
breaking of Muslim League and Mualiin solidarity in Bengal. Nor is it corrMt 
that what I have done is contrary to all rules of the constitution of the Provincial 
and All-India Muslim League. Nor ia it correct that 1 have defied the Mualim 
l.eagae. The present party alignments are eaactly the same as when the Coalition 
Party waa formed in 1017 and modifie<l in 10!I0, with the sols addition of the 
Forward Bloc which ia on the analogy of the Hues on which the T/mgue formed 
a imct and ia working with the Forward Bloc in the Calcutta Corporation. 
Interested pereone are invoking the l^guc for |)eraonal ends. I request you at 
President to judge the situation imimriially and poatfone aciion until 1 have been 
given full hearing”. 


Aksemuly meets ASD ADJOniNS 

The Bengal Legislative Aasembly, which met on the bth. I>eceml>er after a 
10-day reeeae, adiourned without transacting any business as s mark of rcsi>cct to 
the memory of the iJepiity speaker. Mr. Azhraf AH, who died lust night. 

There waa a large attendance of membere, who occupied their teat according 
to did arrangements. 'Ilie memliers of the outgoing Cabinet, excepting Mr. Faxliil 
Hiiq, tat along with the membeTt of the old .Ministerialiat Coalition Party. Mr. 
Uuq wae occupying a eeaC in the Treasury benches. The prominent absentees 
were Sir K. Naximuddin, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and Maharaja brish 
Chsodra Naody of Cossimbastr, members of the former Cabinet. 

New Mimihtey Formed. 

On the 18ih. December Mr. Fszliil Huq, who formed the new Cabinet, took the 
oaths of office and secrecy along with his two rollesgues. ths Nawab Bahadur of 
Dacca and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee. IJit Excellency the (Governor, 
in coDsiiltition with the Chief Minister, apiminted Mr. bantosh Kumar llasu, 
M.L.A.. Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, ii.L c:.. Mr P. N. Baiierjee. M.LnA., and Khan 
Bahadur M. Uashem Ali Khan, M UA., Mr. bhamsuddin Ahmed, m.l.a,, and Mr. 
Upeodra Nath Burman, m.l.a., to be members of tbs Council of Ministers. 

AeSEMULY URCiES RELEASE OF Mb. Bo.-K 

IMb. DECEMBER 'llie Assembly met this stternooii, with three members 
of the newly formed Cabinet in the Treasury Benches. 1 1 adopted a resolution 
urging the Government of Bencal to take atefis Immediately to aecore the early 
reUMM of Mr. barat Chandra Bose, who has been plsced under detention unto 
the Defence of India Kulee. The motion, which was moved by Mr. Saningh 
Kuwkar Sa§u, Deputy Leeder of the Congress Parliamentary I'srty. of whi<'h Mr. 
Marat Chandra Boee is the Tiesder, reads as follows *Tliis Assembly is of the 
opion that the Government of Bengal shmild take iromedialely all nw*essant st^ia 
to eeeore the early releaae of Mr. Harat Chandra Bose who has been placed under 
detentioa.’’ The motion was passed without opposition. 

After the motion wae adopted. Mr. A. K. FsstuI Huq, the Premier, Informed 
the Honae that the constitution of the Cabinet would be complete on Mondey. 
Ybemforo. be eoggesied that the liouse be adjourned till a later date. The biieaknr, 
after aoMnltlBg the leader of the Oppoaition. bir Nasimnddin, adjourned the 
Honae tUl Tnemy, the 16th. Dec. 


-When tho Aaaemblj roH thie nftomoon, the hon. Mr« 
A. K. Fnelnl Htm. Chief Minister, informed the Honae that the Enal eeteetlon 
of tho Miaielnr M been made and the naM reeommended by him had hecn 
nppfOTrf hy Hii Bieellon^ the .Oofemor. The new Mlalatcra wonld be eworn 
hi tO’ESOBBOffg^ the CHIef Bfinmter i 
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In the circnroitaneee. the Hon. Speaker Adjourned the Honae till the neit day. 
Before doinjr no. Die Speaker told a member of the OpiKMition that if the apml 
motion, of which he had pi von notice, urgiiii:: the the release of A llama Maahriqm, 
the Kbakaar leader, received the consent of ilia Excelleucy the Governor it would 
be taken up in the liouae to-morrow. 

Spkakbkh ArirrujiE to No-Co»fii)encb Motion 

Explaining; hie altitude in case notice of any 'no-confidence' motion againat 
the new Miniatry waa given, the 8i)eaker said that auch a motion would come 
np before the liouae to-morrow for admiaaion, and if the Honae gave leave, the 
motion would he taken up for diaouaaioii on Friday the lUth. December. 

The Chief Miiiiater laid on the uble the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 
which had been iaati**d when tint l^gialuttire waa not in aesaion* 

)n thia connection the .Speaker aaid that if there waa any resolution relating 
to the Ordinance, the reHiduiion would be discuased to-morrow and if there was 
any time left after dieiuiMing of that reaolution, the special motion relating to 
the release of Allaiua alaBb.riqiii, would be Uken up. 

INTENTION OF Mn. Sarat Bose 

17tb. DBCEMBER : -Information as to what atepa the Bengal Government were 
tahimr to secure tiic release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, now detained nnder 
the defence of India Hulea, under the orders of the Government of India, waa 
nought by an OpiMwiMoii member by mean a of a short notice question to-day. 
Beplying, the Chief Minister, Mr. A. AT. Fazlul Huq, said that the proceedinga 
of the Houae in respect to the motion passed by the Assembly the other day, at 
the instance of a Ministerialist Party member, requesting tha Government to 
take immediately all necessary steps to secure tha early release of Mr. Bose, would 
be forwarded to the proper authorities in due course. 

Asked as to whether the Government would only forward the proccedlnm of 
the House regarding the above motion or add any recommendation, the Chief 
Miniater said ^at the lutitter would be considered by the new Cabinet when it met. 

Asked aa to whether the Government proposed to lay on the table a copy of 
thair repreaeniatton to the Government of India on the release of Mr. Boae^ the 
Chief Miniater aaid that the matter had to await the orders of the Cabinet. 

Tha Chief Minister replied in the negative when aaked if any attempt had 
been made by the Government to find out the truth or otherwise of the statement 
contained in the Government of India comnranlque issued in connsetion with the 
arrest pf Mr. Bose. 

Rblbabf or Khakbar Leader 

In regard to the special motion given notice of yesterday by another member 
of the cmpoiition aaking the Bengal Government to make representations to the 
India Government for the release of Allama Maabriqi,' the Khakaar leader, tim 
Chief Miniater fiotiiled out that the Khaksar leader was nnder detention nnder 
the Defence of India Hulas under Uie orders Of the Government of India 
and the Beaeal Government had nothing to do with bis arrest and detentiaa. 
In view of the iiottoe received of the apecial motion, the Bengal Government 
waa asking Informalion ae to the reasons of his arreet the present atnle 
of his health and tha present (dace of hit detention. When tliie Inioiwietlow 
nrie reoeived. it would consider tlie matter in the Cabinet aad the Miniite 
liad not.the alighkeat doubt that consent to the apcoial motion woald be given. 
Btt4 as at present advised, he could not give his eonsent^to the motion. 

Befdytng to a qtiery by the Speaker, the Chief Miaieter a^ that tha 
Govarnmeat wae not proceeding with the Secondary Edneatioa Bill ffir the time 
being. The Assembly edjonnied till the neat dey, .the tsih. Bsesmhsr, when It 
wee prmwptiad: 



The Bengal Legislative Council 

Motuoon Seuioii — Csitculta — 28th. July to 12lh. Sept. 1941 . 

AiMoi'KXMusr Morios«! KiM:n oivr 


The moiiso.'xi sesision of M»e L<\;islii»ivr Cotiiioil (Upper Hoiiie) 

pominfin.*ea at Osil. iittA oi» th^ July i'Jtl when foni otihlal Bilit were 

iiitrodnvei}. The Bilis were, the Bengal Lrtw (liicluMlrial 

inent Bill r;)4L tlie Work'n^^n's 0>m‘wnsa'if»ii (Beiiiial .XiMeiHlnieiif > Bill, lU4i, 
the Bengal .Muteniity Bvnerit iTo»k Ljiiaie**) r*ill niicl the Bengal I’lilni Ualuk 
Kegulacion (Amendmeiii) Bill K»ll. 

The IVesiilent, Mr, Snfyrn Ira (‘!ioutlni Xftfrot rnlea out of order an adjourn* 
went motion gi%eii iiotioe of by Mr. Laltt Chnn<ira Dtts (I’ungress), in ordtf to 
tlisoiiSA the situation whioit had ari^Jeii ‘out of the (ioveriimeut a failure to adopi 
roeasiires to alleviate the distress of the |H*ople of the province .due to toe 
q:iatc supply and consequent higl» prices” of the very necessities of life, iiicluding 
lue, which was now sold at Jls. 7-S per maund. 

A<;RU:PLTunAi. Debtors Bii.l 


Gun si derat ion of the Bengal Agricultural l>cbtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 
r.l41, was taken up and the discussion had not concliideil when 
adjourn^ till the 3tth July when the Minister in charge, Mr. M, B, Mulltck^ 
iiiiormed the Council that some of the amendments tabled, required the previous 
sanciioii of the (Juveriiioeut. lie therefore, requested the President to poatpont 
further consideration of the Bill for the time being. . , 

At the outsch the rresident postponed coiisuleration of an adjon rn men t motion 
given notice of by Mr. Lalit Chandra Dos (Congress) till the Home Minis^« 
Sir Nazimnddtn, row ill, - was able to attend the Council. 1 he object Of IM 
motion was to discuss the sit nation which had arisen out of the Ivcngal itovern* 
meiit’s order, withdrawing the conceasioii of conditional release to terroriat 
juisouerM. The House ailjoimied till Friday. 

pBOMOTiou ov Communal Harmony 
1st AUGUST >-A non-ofticial resolution requesting the OoveTument of 
to draw ui) and put into opcr.'ition a siiitahlo schcinc for the promotion of 
communal barinoiiy in the pr.ivince of Bengal as early as possilde, was unani- 
mously adopted in the Coinnil this aftenioon. 
said that communal harmony was more a matter 
l>clon«Mng to all corainuniiies, to solve rather than for the 

cultivated a feeling of tolerance and accommoda ion ^ 

■r^irnri “Whila ou somfl nubUc platfotme and in luc Irgisiauirc aiieetnes are 

Svws? 4,^71 

Sfi E/tTHS 

w»iBuiii«le. ’ Til. Bom. HlniMM 

and hw n® diff*re»«»tto'^wt«wn ^ , ,it„,uoo in ih. 

ezpreaaed the opinion that at preew* hoatilltf Wfn 

wai in a very .^^led “ at * TeapSnalble l^era ^b«S 

the two communltiea. He, therefore Buggej^w «i» ^ ^ oonftna ths 

^hrS2?ilwU^ i^a S 

snrtir? >»»**“ «• axtot 

ao 
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the near future the cities of Beiipal may be bombed or may be aitaoked in other 
ways. 1 feel that Benj^al it* faced with an imminent dati^cer of war. $o it is the 
doty of all to create a situation where there is no diHrurbance of peace and to 
create communal harmony, unity and solidarity so that we can face the common 
dant;er and common aflliction, and wc can stand to^etlier and face the danfier. 
1 do not want to be understood that 1 am merely creating a hogey, but 1 am sure 
that all of you who read the paintrs and watch the trend of eventt cannot be 
ignorant of the fact that what 1 stated is wiiiiin the bound of not only |)ossibility 
bat of very great probability/' 


4th. ft 5tb. AUGUST : — The ndjouiinueiit motion tabled i)y Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das rej^anling the recent Government order alxnit the condiiioiial release of the 
"terrorist*’ prisoners fell through as the reipiisitc nnmhcr of members (]:<) did not 
stand up in support of ))erinission being given to Mr. Pas to move the motion. 
The Congress party was faiily present. 

AiiRKTI.rUKAL Pf-btors Hill. 

The House concluded the second reading of the Bengal AgricuUnrsI Debtors 
Second Amendment Bill and passed a number of amendments, mostlv of drafting 
nature. The discussion almost remained contined between the Uon. Mr. A/. B. 
Mullick and the mover of the amendment. 

Of the im)>ortaiit amendments that were passed by the House, one provided 
'that application for restoration of possession of immorable properties sold in 
axecntioii of det'rcos or eertificatc of debt might be made if, among other conditions, 
the sale was held lM*fore the imymeiit was tnade under sectioii 2 of stib-sectioii 3 in 
relation to the Board established for the local area within which such person 
ordinarily reside at the time of the sale. By another amendment the boiialide 
transfers not affected hv the registered iiistnimcnr, namely. lease or a Mohamedan 
gift which were perfectly valid in law were excluded from the operation 

of the bill. 

The third reading of the bill was taken up and the hill was passed when 
the Council met on the next day. the .’>th. August, when Bupi>orting the Bill 

"with some relnctniice'*, Mr. J. B. Leader of the Knropeaii Party, warn^ 

the hoii. Minister in charge of the Bill and the i'oaliiion Party, that, in 

future attempts by Government to intriHhtec legislation which had rest ro8|>ee live 
cflcct would be strongly resisted by his party. 

GmriAF Bii.is pA<si:i» 

t2th. AUGUST :~Fonr oiHcial hills were dispoH*d of by the Council to-day. 
Two of these Bills, the Kastern Frontier Hiilcs ^lengnl Battalion Aroendmentl 
Bill and the Bengal Tonis Bill, as adopted by the Assombly. were passe*! and 
the others, the Workmetrs ComiMmsaiion (Bcng.al .\mcndmcnt) Bill and the Bengal 
Maternity Bciicfit ( I'rn Estates) Bill were rcferiod to •'select Committees. The 

House then adjourned till August r>. 

IMMIOIIATION INl’O Bl’I'.MA 

15th. AUGUST Various terms of the liulo-Biirma Iminigratioii Agreement, 

such as the literacy test, the payment of high entrance and residential fees, and 

registration of Indians are liighly (»hj<vtionuldc and dist'riminato^.**— this was 

tlio unanimous verdict given by the Council in the forni of a non-oflhdal resolution, 
cm Die recent Hgr||ineiit lietween the tiovtriiinents of India and Burma on the 
question of Indian Immigration into Burma. The resolution, which was moved 
liy Mr. Xur Ahmad (Ci*nlition), urged the Central (Government to take necessary 
•tc|>s for their satisfaction before the Agreement was ratified. 

Expressing the views of the European (Group on the matter, Mr. W, B, G. 
Laidlan* said that although they could not snptHirf the resolution they should like 
to put on record and convey to the (loveriiment of India that Ihe coimtry wae 
entitled to lie consiilteii in matters of such far-reaching importance before anthority 
was given to anylKkly to initiate an agreement of this nature. He etroiigly 

criticised the Goveriiniciit Order issued in a notification published in the Gazette 
of the 2lMt duly to the eml that with effect from August 1 all persons were 
pnthihited from living British India lor Burma by tea for the porpoee of 
uiiskille*! work. *iTie result of this '*|icreinptory'* order had been hardship on 
lalM}iir««r8. who hs*l in all gotal faith made their way to the port only to find on 
arrival that they would not be allowed to leave thia coautry, Furtberame, Mr« 
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AMtina^. not only did the Governnent Rite the public no indictUon 
beioreiinna ttiAt thii prohibition would shortly be comiiif; into force, but no ofHcial 
Arrangements whaUrer seemed to have been made to determine who was and who 
was not an unskilled worker. It was actually left to the public to do the bMt they 
could to carry out the terms of the order. 

The reflation was Bup|u)rted by memliera on behalf of the Kriahak Proja 
and Progressive Nationalist Parties. 

Int^veiiing in the debate, the Revenue Minister, Sir BiJoy Prosad Singh 
Boy, informed the House that the Government of lletigal were not actually 
eonsiillM liemre the Agreement was entered into by the Central Government. Ha 
Miirra the House that the Government of Bengal were always anxious to discharge 
their duties to the province and they could not do anytiiing or would not agree to 
any terms which might adversejy affect the interests of the |»eople here. He wanted 
that there should he no misapprehension as regards the Government attitude 
towards the interests of the Bengali imnitgranls in Burma. 

The Council also adopted a resolution, moved by klr. A’ur Ahmad (Coalition), 
urging that a representaiion Ik: made to the Government of India for taking 
immediate steps for finding out auitahle markets for the surplus quantities of )ute 
produced io Itengal and not rcquire«t for the Indian mills and also for adopting 
such other suitable measures as might lie deemed necessary to bring the price level 
of jute to normal condition, The Council then adjourned till August 18. 

Ration I NO or Pktuoi. 

ISth. AUGUST 'The rationing of petrol by the Government of Bengal in so 
far aa it had affected the memliers of the Legislature, was discussed in the Council 
to-day. Prof. Humayun Kahir (Krishak Proja) said that as a result of restriction 
imposed on the coiisiimption of |>etrot, the members of tl e llotiie, who bad to 
attend to work in connei^tioii with the activities of the legisistiire. were put to great 
inconvenience. Mr. Kahir requested the president to take ui> the matter with the 
proper authorities and ask them to make arraiigemenis for audit ional siippliea of 
iietrol to the roemliers of the House. 

The suggestion was supported by meiniicrs from all sccMions of the House. 
Khan Bahadur Nazimuddin Ahmed (Coalition) said that the matter should be 
referred to the I*rivileges Committee. The Heveiiiic Minister, Sir Bijoy Pronnd 
Sinyh Boy, said that he did not consider this to be a matter of privilege of the 
House. It was, he iKiinled out, the qiiestioii of incoiiveiiience io the memliers who 
maintained cars. Ho. however, said that the rationing aiithorily had suincieitt 
discretion to allow additional qiisiiiity of petrol when necessary. The Prvtidtnt 
said that the matter should he referred to the Privileges Committee whieh would 
decide whether or not it was a question of privilege. In the ineantiroe, he added, 
if any member made an application to tbc rstioiiiiig. authority for supply of 
additional twtrol, he (the President) would endorse the atqdication. if the memlier 
concerned thought it necessary. 

l.ANu Revknue Commission Repout 

ISth. A 20th. AUGUST 1'be Bengal Ijind Revenue Commission report was 
diseuMcd in the Council this afternoon. ISi>eakiiig on hetialf of the Kuro|H»ii 
Group, Mr. J. B. Boss expressed the view that the main proposal of the majority 
of the Commission for stale acquisition of all reiil'reeeiving inlercata, was 
impracticable and would sorve no useful purpose. Dr. Bndha Kiimiid Hooker jtm 
maintained that a mere change in the Und Kevemie system of the Province^ would 
not bring about agriciilturnl |>roHpeiiiy. The Coalition memlicre who |iartici|»aicd 
in the discuasion |*oint€d out that the coiisriisus of opinion was not iii favour pf 
the Permanent Settlement and that the Government should Iom no time in giving 
effect to the main recommendations of the Commission. T'hc diwiissioiis bad not 
concluded when the Hoiiae adjourned till the next day, the 20th. A nwaat, when 
some of the apeakers were strongly in favour of the alxiliiion of the I'ermaneiit 
Settlement. According to them, the re<’ommcndalion of t lie Land Reveiine .Lom- 
miosion for comiHMisaiion at a flat rate was unjiisiilied. I hey anggealcu that if 
comiwnaalion was given for the sskc of cqidiy, psymenla should Ije mom not in 
cash hut in aiiiiiiily hoiids. Another section of the llotiM was of the cnuiiion thol 
it would not l»c advisshle for the Goveriiniput to pris'i’Ctl .with legislaliuit on thf 
basis of the rrrommrndalioiia of the lAiid Rcvemir iVmmissioii at thia time. Biit 
iu case the Goveriimiiil dirifUd to give » fleet to the rrcomwriiilstions, they eltoitlu 
do so with cxtrimi' caution, and there slionld be some <litu*iiiiiiatiun bt'lween log 
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Und-lordt and tmtll land-lordi. Tbej tnggested that the Government ehoold 
wproach the Governor^Gcueral with a rcqueat to obuin the opinion of the Federal 
Oburt on the tubjecL 'Jlie House then adiourned till Augnat 

Bub DRivsna* & Gohductorb’ Bn«L 

Btnd. AUGUST ‘.—Thirty non-oiRcial Bills were on tlie agenda before to-day's 
meeting of the Council. Of these, three bills were passed, eight were introduced, 
three were referred to select committees, one was sent for re-circulation, one was 
''killed*' and the rest were moved. 'Jhe Bill that was killed was the Bengal Bus 
Privers snd Conductors Bill, introduced by I'rof. Humayun Kabir, Prof. Kabir 
moved for refererfee of the Bill to a select committee. The Bill sought to regulate 
the conditions of employment of bus drivers and conductors and to secure their 
interest, as well as those of the trade itsidl. OpiKwing reference of the Bill to a 
select 9 pmmitWe on behalf of the Government, Sir B. P. Smgh Roy. Revenue 
Minister, pointed out that the Bill was not going to benefit the bus drivers and 
conduciors, but, on the other hand, it woula seriously ininre the interests of the 
bus trade. Mr. Kabir*$ niotion for reference of the Bill to a select committee was 
rejected by the House, 'i'he Council then adjourned till August 28. 

AVorkmen's Compenbatior Bill 

B8th. AUGUST :--The Workmen's Compensation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
which was introduced in the current session, was passed by the Council 
to-day. The object of the Bill is to provide for the appointment of official 
medical referees, to whom any medical question in dispute between the employers 
and the workmen may be referred bv the Commissioners for workmen's compen- 
sation for a report and this report shall be binding on both itarties. 

State aid to Industries Bill 

The Bengal State Aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill was referred to a 
Select Committee of the House on the motion of the Government. The oidect of 
tlie amending Biil is to relax the rigidity of some of the provisions of the Bengal 
State Aid to Industries Act of 1934, which is standing in tlie wav of the measure 
being applied as liberaliy as was originally intctidcd by the Government The 
House toen adjourned. 

Fight aciainst Tuberculosib 

29th. AUGUST A resolution urging upon U>e Government to take steps for 
the immediate provision of 100 free beds in the .Tadavpur 'I'libermlosis Hospital 
was passed by the 0)uncil to-day, which was s day for the consideration of non- 
official resolutions. Mr. Latit Chandra Das, who moved the resolution, stressed 
the magnitude of the tuberculosis proldcm which faced the country. The nurolier 
of people Buffering from tliis fell disease, he said, was increasing by leaps snd 
bounds. Jadavpur Hospital was the only institution of its kind which bad efficient 
arrangement for treatment of persons suffering from tiiliercnlosis. Btarting with 
only four beds in 1923 the hospital was now running 200 beds, lliers was increas- 
ing demand for accommodation in the hospital from all quarters of the province, 
but the authorities of the hospital had to refuse hundreds of people for want of 
accommodation. Government had now arranged for only 10 free beds in the 
Hospital for people from rural areas. It was too insufficieut snd even the provision 
of 600 beds would not be enough. 

Educational Improvement 

Mr. Nur Ahm^ moved a resolution urging the Government to lake early 
steps to bring sboura uniform and a11-roun(r improvement in the quality ana 
nature of education imparted at present in vsrious schools and collegea in the 
following direction (a) introduction of suitable vocatioual iiiduairial training, 
(b) introduction of approprikte iihysics! training in upper claasca of primary acboolB, 
middle and secondary and other high schoola with the piirfioee of making tbo 
pupils military minded (c) iutrodiictioo of rold-day tiffin in schoola, (d) tnciease 
in the number of scholarships for boys and girls , of primary schools and introdoe- 
tion of ouch changes in Uie syllabus and curriculam aa are deemed neeeasary to 
make the education really beneficial and useful in all poaaible ways for the renpi- 
enta of the same. Replying. Bir Bijoy Prdaad Singh Roy said that ao far aa 
qoeation (a) was concoriiea the education department of the Ben^ (Sovernment 
were consulering the valuable memorandum which the Educational Oommtssioncr 
of the Government of India had prepared. Aa rqgavda (b) then wen difficuUint 
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«nd other wiiic. Now the hnnde of the milttAry AtilhotiMee were mueh ^ 
fnll arm their advice and instniciion wontd lie ava'ilnblr lor ihr purpoae. The 
UoTerameiit however hoped to rrai-h a dreiaioii in j»rn]»er time in the matter. Aa 
reftarda (r) Ooeernmciit had accopu-d the itnderlyiita piiu' ipte ai»d had already made 
a biid);et provUion of Ka. m mi riMYiitra^Lfmeni to the movement. Ihe iaal 
«|ttealion was under considriATion of the Minister of Kdin alien. *Jhe iraohilion waa 
paaaed without 


Ihl.l. FOR C..N*ri<OL OF lVil3i F 


2nd. SEPTEMBER : 'I'he ('aloiittH tin«l >iilittihnn j’olirc (Amendment) Rill, 1041, 
waa pasaed niid the »'^t. *J’hoin:\s* ( Aimmlmeuii Hill, llMl. waa taken into 

cunaideration. The firal inriitiontHl l-itl waa apauaorrd hy Hon. Khurajo Sit' 
Nazimuddin who anid that ilie i-nnditivii (d hotir^tiit;; houara where aeamen put 
np waa very ba»l. (iovemnienr iiied to iinpn.vo ihur eoiiditiiMi mid nroaeeuted 
eotne of the prn|.riitoia of tiic iuiardif u: l.onsis hut il.if pii.atvntion failed on the 
ground that the preM-nt A. t onnidi-^l that lirtnacH hud in Int taken only in the 
ease of Iwarding hoiisrH where irt d wiia snp| lii'tl ; )mi( no li«>eiiaea were rrf|iiii'c4 
where food was not aiipplitd. CJorcrnineni were of o| ii»ioii that unleaa and iiitlil 
taking out of lieenaea in the cHKf of hoarding honsiM where hmU waa not 
aupplied waa providiHl for. they eonld not iinpone any reKtiietinii and exerciae 
control over theae Imjiiding Imusen. For lljat pnipntie this ninrnding hill waa 
brought whhh, when par^Hfd, would cnalde I ioveri:»iu i»f to exereise eontrnl over 
all boarding hoiocH wluMher they Hupflted fo^Kl or not. 'Ihi hill, n* atated. waa 
paaaed. 

.^T. TtlOM AS’ iiooi Amfso. lill.li 


8fU. SEPTEMBER i-Thc St. Thoinaa* Sehool (Amemlmenl: Rill. 1011 a)^onaored 
by the Hon. *Str Pramni iSifiyh Roy waa paatunl and the Rengal Murketa Regu** 

lation Bill waa referred to a acleet eoniniitiee at the iuHtnnec of the (Sovernment. 
The Hitting of the Couneil was very brief and there wna no diaeuHHion on any of 
the two hilU. The St. Thon'.aH Bill aineiida the prenent Aet in oidcr to provido 
for two additional eo-optcd membc’ra on the (uivorning iKaly of the Si hool, 


Raw JuiE Taxatuis Bim. 

4tli. SEPTEMBER :~The Bengal Haw .lute Taxation Bill waa taken into 
coiiaidih'atioii in tJie i imneil ifvday. Moting that tl»c Hill be taken Into eoi»at» 
deratkui Mr. Huhrcirardy aaid that the wheine of the regulation of the ciiltiyatlon 
of jiife had met wiih ouiatanding sueceeH, deai He propaganda againal Ihe reatruaioii 
Bchene in Ihe oonutry-aide by inlcreHitd pariica the MiHivatora bad co-operat«l 
lullf ill carrying out tlie (Juverinneiira ac^’henie. In order U) fiiiam’e the cariyiiig 
onb of meafiirea for lire atnbilii^ation of i,Tieeii, Ibc !mp>rovrment of markeiiiig and 
generally to further the intficaia of jute glowers and iniln»try an a whole, a 
eonaiderable ainn of money was rtqmrH. Aa ihia money eonld not be 

the ordinary revenue, the } reanit Hill, whi'di waa rxpeeted to yield Ka .4) laxna 
in normal yeara at the rate of two ar.naii im immnd of juie. had iHfeu brought 
forward Mr Suhrawardy muiotainetl ihat, ui der the prevailing 4 *oi»uiuoiih in 
the couirtry on R.-eonnl of il.e war the im i«*f iMe. of tasaiion won d nut fall uiHui 
the growers and if they took ihe worst t twhildc view it might fall U|>on them lo 
rfoiy limited extent. Mr. W. F. Srottt Farr, fiippoMii.g the moiioi. o« 
of the Enrowan Group, extu cased tlie opinion that no one eould qnairel JJ»lh the 
wincipka underlying the meaauiT. The pnmsiy obj.vi of the Bill was the atabt- 
l^tion of the inte nrivea. (hivcrnment’a nhjLvt was in j-nl a eh^ k on duct uat tons 
n Inta nrieea^ Ar\i Budi scheme would be wcltMiicd by the trade and what 
moJd be atill more’ welcomed would he tJ>c indicniiin fiom the Miniater of the 
h# nrnooaed to uinicrtaJcc for tfic pui|*fri;r. S4veral roembem from the 
support of the moiiui;. while Home niemtiera of the 
ICrisliak Froja’ Party opposed it. The Howhc then mljourned. 

ItociAt A l»i:Fr.xcK Mkafvki* * 

Kth SEPTEMBER :~Thc (piestion whether tlK* Govermneiit of Bengal ahotild 
hoar She «pena» to be inclined in lorwe. tioii with the defence mcaeiirea, liicliidlug 
thSe^ ScA. K. P. was diikHsacd in the i'onm d tcMkv on a non-oftcial motkm. 

T^SuncU bv a maiorftv rote tEuropean gro,,p tfwsailin^ 

ahoukl’iiot be ebarg^ on the revenues of the province but thotiUI bo 
by Ae^emment of liid» Mr. Lalii VhnvHro Dus ijm 

BoSoa if^nSing^fbe Gomiii»ent of Brngol to conrry to the Ooreinmatt ol Indio 
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and the approwiate authoritiei that all expeiises for the defence of India, mdoding 
thoee for Air Raid Precautionary meaauree should not be charged on the refsenoes 
of the proTince but should be borne entirely by the Government of India. Mr. Das 
•aid that the defence of India was a Central subject, the provincial Oovemmcota 
had nothing to do in the matter, and, as such, all the expenses should be borne 
out of the revenues of the Centrd Government The Air-Baid Piecantionary 
measnres, the sinking of tube wells etc. were all connected with the defence of 
India. The civic guards performed semi-military services which bad been 
necessitated by the war situation, and as such fell within the meaning of the 
defence of India. The money requirkl for all these should therefore be bonie by 
the Central Government. 

Thk Atlantic Charter & Pakotan 

The Council then considered another nou-oflicial motion oiMr. Nur Akm$d 
which was amended by Mr. Abdul Quaaem welcoming the historic eight points joint 
declaration made recently by Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill which stated that 
“the constitutional issue in India should be settled with the least avoidable delay 
after the termination of the present war^on the basis of agreement between the 
principal parties and tlie constitution of India should be framed on the lines 
indicated in the Lahore resolution of the all*India Muslim League— popularly known 
as the “Pakistan’* resolution.” When this motion was token up all membsa 
excepting two belonging to the Op]iosition left the Chamber and there waa only 
one member of the Kiiroiiean group present at the time when it was put to vote. 
l%e two members of the Opposition recorded their emphatic protest against the 
motion. As a matter of fact the Coalition Party discussed and carried the motion 
when the Mouse was almost doseited by the members belonging to the Congress, 
Independent, Krishak Proja, European nnd other parties in the House. The 
Council then adjourned till the 8th. bept. 

The Matebnity Benefit Biix 

8th. SEPTEMBER The Bengal Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1941, wss 
passed to-day. The system of i«ying maternity benefits to women employees in 
plantations, the obiecto and reasons of the BUI stated, was in vogue in the majority 
of the plantations, out it was considereil that some sort of legislative compulsion was 
necessary to regularise the system and to extend it to those plantations where it did 
not exist at present. The Bill prescribed that mateniity benefit which was 
oompulsorily payable should consist of Rs. 12 in cash and the woman dMmld be 
entitled to it in res|)e(^t of i^erkid of four weeks preceding the expected date of her 
delivery and 4 weeks immediately following the date of her delivery, provided that 
the woman had worked in the factory on plantotioo of tike employer from whom 
she claimed maternity benefit for not less than 150 days in the 12 months 
immediately preceding the expected date of her delivery. The Bill received 
unanimous support in the House. 

Raw Jute Taxation Bill (contd.) 

8th. SEPTEMBER :~>The consideration clause by clause of the Bengal Raw Jute 
Taxation Bill, 1941, os passed by the Assembly, concluded in the Council to-day. 
Although there was s Urge number of amendments tabled on bdiaU ol the 
Coalition Party and the Opposition, none of them was carried, and many were not 
moved at all. 

An attempt was made by the Opposition to reduce the rate of toxntion tom 
two annaa to one anna per msnnd. Mr. B. K. Rcy Choudhury moved an amend- 
ment to that efifect whicn waa ultimately turued down by 6 to 29 votes. Supporting 
the amendment of Mr.'^BoT Oioudnury, Hat Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bom 
pobted out that although the intention of the Oovernment were to levy ttoi tax on 
the jute-mill owners and the ahippers, it was probable that it would ultimately have 
to be paid by the jute growera. Itom that point of view he pleaded that the mis 
ahonldf be lowered. 


18 th. 8BPTE1IBBR The Bengal Saw Juta Taxation Bili, as passed In tim 
Assembly, was adopted in the Couneil this afternoon wiihoqt any modificatftoa^ 
BeTSisl speakers of the GoaliUon Party, while sopporting the bbje^ and nmena 
of the Bill, urged the abolition of the Futka market. Mr. W. F, Booii Fort of 

5??!!“ of tho mmmn. pqtottd 

pM Oat tka Auoptaa Party fgaaid aa iaolt «iUi tha eoataaqtlaiaA — — 
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from the proreeda of the Bill for the purpoae of jute Tfttulaliun, ao luni: aa the 
Goveruo^nt bare in miiiU that to atabilise pncttii wna not the Mine «• to raiee 
|irice«. He nlBo jioiiitcii out that it wa« a jute aobciiie and not • jute 

rcsirii'tion schenie, and if pricta were raioed imdul\. the (tovernment would kill 
the goose that laid the iiolticii Heplying to the dehate, Mr. //. 4»\ Suhrawnnty^ 
Finance Minister, said that the ^ueaiion of aboliiiuu of the Fiiika maiket had been 
roneiderw once at the liine of .lohii Anderson, and la»cr» by the |>resetit Govern* 
ment. 6ir John Anderson was not in favour of -its abolition ; and after due 
considerations, the t^reseiit Coveruuient had foutid out that it %Tas to the interest 
of agriculturists that the l-iitka Market, wliirh was useful for siireadiiig vricca, 

should not he aliolishcd. 'J he Minister ex|iitsseil the ho|>e that the would 

result in the beneiit. to jute growcri*, for whom it was intended. 

Aiioi.iTioN or 1 a>oal IIoarhk Bu t. 

12th. 8KP1EMBER 'I'he Mouse |tasB<Hl a noti-oHicial Bill entitled, •‘The 

j^ngnl I-orftl t^elf-Govciiimrnt (.Aniciidment) Hill’* wiiii a minor nuKlificatioii. The 
aim of the Bill is to give i oner to the (iovcrnnic’iit to ahulieh local boaids without 
wailing fur the consent of the Disiiict BoaifU cotieerncd. 

^ 'ilie Mouse decided to circulate the Bengal Jlindii Women's Kiglila to 

Agricultural Land Bill ioi eliciting lutblic oiuniuii bv Ucceinbcr 31 and concluded 
the inoiisoon session. 


The Sind Legislative Assembly 

Winter Seision — Karachi — I5th. to 23rd. December 1941 

A)»ji>i u.sMKNr MOTION}* oi r 


As ninuy as six tKijonriiiucnl motions were tahhil in the Sind l/cuislative 
Assembly which opened its winter session at Karachi on the lath. Doeember 
194t but the Speaker, Mttan Aftthummifi Shuh^ admitted only one tabled 
by Mr, -V. A. Bcchar (Labour) to discuss a sudden and l»ig rise in the prices of 
articles of daily necessaries of life, iiitlicting miseries on workers and jfoor |wop)e 
generally caused on aocuunl of the outbreak ot hostilities in the Fast between 
Britain and Japan. 

Opposing the molion by a member of the Musjiin I/eagtie l*» discuss the 
I'reinier's acceptance of the membership of the Nuiionai l)efcncc O-iiniiril, Khttn 
Bahadur Allah Baksh said that he ha«I already cleared bis ^•o«llion in the cuiirmi 
of a Btalerocnt issued by him at the time of the acceptance of the memherahip. 
He was not eoiiccriied with tljc developments that had taken fdace afterwaids in 
the country and the correspomlcncc between the Viceroy and Mr. Jiiinah. I'he 
t^peakur ruled out the motion. , . , , 

Among other adjournment motions nihd out by llie Sprukvr was one by 
Dr. Popatlal (Congress) to discuss the action i»f the liovernuient in aciiuiesidtig 
ill the irregularity of the appointment of Mr. G. Mawrs us Chief Kiigiiiei^r. 
Opriosiiig it. the ITcmier e.\plainctl that the Governor hod exei'«-ised his |)Ower 
ill making tlie appointment, but his Ministers had not acquies red in it and the 
matter was still iieiiding before the Miiiistrjr. 

The Premier then presented the siipplcmenlary estiiuate for the year PJIl-L’, 
totalling over Rs. 1,T0,0(X) and the House adjourned. 

Official Biisinf>» 

16lh. DECEMBER :~Tiire8 Government Bills wore disposed of fo*dsy by the 
Assembly. 'I'he Bill further to amend the Boroliay Irngation Act of J879 iu tis 
application to the said province ns amended by the s^rleei Comniit'fe, which was 
posoed by the Assembly, provided for the recovery of fis. MO Isklis from ibt laiid- 
hdders of the Bsrrsge ares, being the water course charges iisyable in 30 Annual 
equeated instalments with interest at dM H !’«' . j , 

Another Bill adopted^ by em|H>wered the courts condocl^^^ 

n uiries into eosualties under the Inland bteam Veosels Act. 101 «, to make eneb 
sr M it deems (it legtidiiig the cost of torcsfigatioDs or any jiart thereof. 
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The third Bill Amending the Hind Conenmiition of Intosicente EeAtrietion 
Act of HMD in order to lemore certain ambiguity waa referred to a Select 
Committee. 

Holoifjrh* Visit to Villaok 

ISIh. BBCEMBBR The adjournment motion of Mr. Mohatued Jmin KHobo 
to diecuse the alleged attuirk by 000 military men on villagers of Fakir Jogotb iu 
Karachi district, on the 14th. instant, was talked out iu this evening. Mr. Khoso 
deplored the incident in klrong terms, and demanded an immediate and impartial 
enquiry. He said that the Cloverii incut should comi^ensate the villagers who were 
helpless and afrntd of soldiers. 

Other speakers, including Mr. i?. K. Stdhwa, Mr. Naraindns Bochar snd Miss 
Jethi Sipahitnalani^ Deputy Speaker, declared that the incident was a very serious 
one and that the Oovertimcut should apiKiint a Committee uf five members of the 
House and take ''rastic sciton on their ret'ornmciidationa. 'I'hey had no desire to 
censure the GoviriimenI ; on tlie contrnry, they wanted to strengthen the Govern- 
ment’s hands. The Governinent should also api^oint an honest and impartial 
investigating oillcer. 

Sir Gkulam Hueaain HulaifatuUak, Minister for TjAw and Order, in a brief 
statement said that he bad visited the phice, met the villagers and gone to several 
booses. I’eople had told him that about thirty or forty military iieople came there, 
collected all the males and kcfit them on one side. They tried to ocarch every 
honne, but the women (‘oricealed themselves. Sir Ghulatii Hussain said that he 
had found some damage done in houses. Earthen pots, cots and doors were broken. 
An old woman complained to him that she had been beaten. He asked the police 
to give them police protection, so that the women might return to their houses. 
'Jlie Minister said that villagers could lodge a complaiut as the other side had done 
or if uirmbeis preferred it, he was nrepared to have an enquiry held by a respon- 
sible police otlicer. He added that the military aulboiities were also holding an 
enquiry in the matter. 

Mr. .y. Frttitcr, a European member, opinising the motion, said that the 
Opposition members had unnecessarily ninde much of an incident which had been 
crested by a section of the military force. They were condemning their own Indian 
soldiers who were one of the finest tn the worlu. 

The I’rcmier, Khxin Bahadur Allah Bux. replying to the debate, aaid that 
the members must niulerstand that a court of enquiry was one thing, and in.'ikiiig 
investigation another thing. If they wanted the Ciovernment to make legal proceed- 
ings ill tlie matter, then he assured t!ic House, the Hind (Tovernment would appoint 
an impartial and independent police ofhcei to institute legal proceedings. He 
was at one with the House that the inaMer was serious The military authorities, 
he said, were quite sympatlietic. niid had already iiiHtiliitcd uii enquiry into the 
incident. If any member wanted to present his viow-point. he was ])repared to 
hear him privately. A House Committee of enqiiiiy. he fH'iintcd out, would not 
have powers to institute legal proceedings. The motion was talked out. 

T.xxation l*oui:v of Govkunment 

“While deHniiig my policy T make the poeiiion clear that before we think 
of national Bervi(?es, such as ediicattoii and public health, the first concern of the 
Government would l>e to provide a square meat for the people in the mofussil. Every 
aittempt has been niadc and will cMiitiiuie to be made to improve the iirigational 
^•tem till we have reached the final etnge’*, observed Premier Khan Bahadur Allah 
Bux, ipeaking on the laqi^tion |H)licy of the Hind Government when the Government 
Dill to enhance the licence fee tor tnhucco was under considcrntioii in the Assembly, 
'fhe Premier said, “Improvnneiits to the inne uf Ks. .M lakhs have been carriini 
out from the free balance whi^di now amounts to Its. (Vj lakhs. He revealed that 
a reorganisation scheme under tlie police departnirnt now before the Government 
waa estimated to cost Us. 10 lakhs annually in addition to the expenditure of Re. 
40 lakhs. Ho added that the expenditure on national servtcea had also increased. 
Milder edncatioii it had increased by twenty-five tier cent while under public health 
it had increased by twenty per cent. A tax on tobucei was the most harroleM 
tax, the Premier aildeil. He informed the House that the biirdeu of taxatiou would 
fall on the urban areas and not on the rural prOpulatioii. 

Hfx’ret.vey to Govt, for Civil Defence 

The creation of a spacial poat of a Berretasy to Government to undertake 
•chemaa for civil defence waa aunouoeed by the Premier in the Asaembly 



—19 DBO. '41 ] SPECIAL POWER FOR OOVERNOB 191 

wbieh TOtel supplemMtaTy toUllinff Ri. l.TO.OOa InereaMd «xMBdUufe 

undCT the Rcrcmic hcftd included the estahliAment of a new Sind P. W. a Circle 
to inve8ii|;ate irri^ational schemes for iwo addtlioual ilarrai^eB. Tlie police granU 
included the cost of expansion of the Karachi Police due to increased work, also 
toe cost of flymg squads to accompany running trains to ohtek Uckeiless travel. 
Besides, a special jiolice outpost has been oiiened at Taral Jagiriii village, in 
Hyderabad district owing to apprehciieton of a breach of the |>eace. Other charges 
include the cost of a scheme for a hill station near Karachi and the staiT required 
for revision of the Revenue Settlement in barrage and non -barrage traclt. 

Special Power for Oovbrmor 


10th. DECEMBER ;--An impoitant Btatemeni concerning the constitutional 
implications of the exercise of sviecial powers by the <*overnor in the day to day 
administration of Government was made by Uie Premier. Khan Bahadur Allan 
Bux to-day. 

After recalling the controversy that precetled the ncceptancie of ministry by 
the Congress and the Viceroy's aRsurance with the full aitpitival of the Bntisn 
Government in regard to the exercise of individual uid;.'mciit by l^oi’eniars. Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux disclosed tliat before the nriivni of tlic present Goveeiior and 
when he last assumed tlie reins of ofKce as Premier, the attitude of the iormer 
Governor in regard to tlie exercise of B|)e«‘ial i>owcrs was that, as far as iiassible. 
he did not desire whatsoever to interfere with tne adminiRtration of the prcisince. 
But the present Governor intcnircted the exercise of these powers in a different 
way. feels tliat in nil matters where under the Act he has to exercise 

individual judgment and in all matters wherein he has spet ial reiif)onRibiiity, he 
must exercise his own judgment as also in all matters where he may hold an 
opinion different from that of the Ministers whether the matter be so un[K>rt«nt 
and the mtnistors’ advi. c so perverse that his being guided by the Alinistors* advice 
would be inconsistent with the exerci&e of his special re8)»oiiBibility or whether it m 
a mere matter of difference of opinion regarding certain day to day administration. 
His Excellency does not seem to appreciate that even in matters whereia His 
Excellency has sjtoc'ial responsibility, the primary rcspousiliility is that of the 
Ministera.*’ 

The Premier added that the Governor had even gone so far as to say tfiat 
in the provinces where the Governors abstained from exertising those powers, it 
had been done not in accordance either with the instruct ions or v>olic*y of the 
British Government as Ruch. If the present policy of tlie fiovernor was approved 
by the Viceroy and the Bnti»h Cabinet, then it raised a ('onstitntiorial issue. The 
House would agree with him that so far ns the MinisterR were concerned, they 
were re8|?onsibTe to the 1 legislature and they owed no responsibility to any one 
else and so far as the Governor was concerned, his |H>sition was tliat be owed 


responsibility to the f^ecretary of State. ...... 

llic Premier dociarod that in view of the stand tnken by the Governor there 
could be no qucRtion of give and take. “If the attitiulc which the present 
(tovernor has taken, namely, that irresiicctivc of the issue, wbelbei major or minor, 
he must exercise his individual judgment, then J think there will be a regular 
list to be preparcKl of all instances wherein inlercstR woubl riaali.” The Premier 
added ; “It means tliat it is a question of measuring strength bet w mi the Governor 
reiwcsenting the British Governroent on one side and the j-roplc on the other. 
It will be impossible to assume for a moment that in the i’ong^ss proyinirsc 
w'itii the advice on various matters wherein tlie individual responsibility of His 
Kxcellencv was involved, there should have arisen no o<cn8ion or instance where 
the Governor had not differed horn his Ministers, but it scrius there they to 
surrender and surrender not on merits but liei’ousc of tlie power of the political 
party in those provinces. Now it clearly proves that the British (»overnment is 
not i.repMwJ to port with lowew. They wi,h to rctwn tlicm m Ur m i>ombie» 
The Ihwuier continued th.t the House could l(«il;iB*te)y why ^ 

Ministers were continuini; to be in office nnder them bnmilwting Mmdithwfc Bo 
Hud that when he went to Ddhi last time, he took op thia <in«<hon with 
Viceroy, complaining against the exercise ®‘ 

dedaration of the Viceroy,. it was made clear. that where Mtoi^ a nd, % 
(loremor disiwwed. the Ministers were free to 

had bm carmd on bctiteen the Governor and Ae Ministers jmn ha 

cama hack, he wanted to bring all instocto before the 

•ogBSsted to him by the Governor that, In the first instance, it wonM ba d ea to s b i a 
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tbiit rues of dipa^rccincnt night be sent to the Ser^cUiry of State and they 
should await his decision. 

Tnc Premier declaretl : *‘Althou£dt it has Iwn sn^^^csted lo me, I i crsonally 
feel that it is no use our rcsi|L!ning in a huff. liCt us wait and since Uiis offer 
had been made by the Viceroy, let us get some more inforniatioit and have a 
clear-cut. answer from tlie Hritish Cfovennent to find out what their atlitude is 
going to be. Then the House will l>e taken into confidence and apprised of all 
those instam^cs which h|id taken t>Ia<‘C so far and then they should decide on merits 
whether the ailvicc tendered by the Ministers was a right one, or whether the 
decdsion arrived at by the (governor was in the interests of this couniiy or not. 
He concluded, “personally, we the Ministers have not yet come to a Hnal conclusion 
but wo are inclinerl to send those iiistaiires to the Secretary of State.^’ 

22Dd. DECEMBER The IVeroicr, Khan Bahadur Allaii Bu.r, explaining his 
)K)sition. said : ‘It was far from my intention to refer the matter to the Secretary of 
State. The advice came from the Ciovemor and the Vic-eroy.’* The Premier added that 
the Viceroy had suggested to him that the Governor's decision should not neccssarilv 
be taken as cither right or wrong and that it was desirable that before they disclosed 
the tiles or made the matter publh*, it would be desirable to have some authoritiitive 
ruling on the issue. The Premier said : *T entirely agree with the House that I 
owe no responsibility to the Se< rehiry of rotate and if it is the wish of the House 
that 1 should not wait for any autnoritativc interpretation from him and that 1 
should disclose the files, 1 shall call a session of the House in .inniiaiy. 1 want 
that the dcKUsioa might be arrived at without the least ))ossiblc delay, and if 1 
rcfoive that within the next fifteen or twenty days. I shall ]dacc it* before the 
House. Ihit if the dc<‘isioii is not forthcoming, then 1 shall ( all a session of the 
House and pla(‘C the whole matter before it.*’ 

Cox(JKi«s IMotiox Piiui’Pi:i) 

Another adjournment motion given notice of by Miss Mhi Sij^nhimalani was 
not moved in pursuance of the Congress Party’s decision not to press the issue. 
Miss .Icthi said that in view of the fact that the Premier's statement admitted a 
series of interferences by the tiovernor it was fair that the statement 8?ioiiId he 
discussed on its merits and she suggested that the Leader of the House should 
allot a s))ecia1 <lay for its discni48ion. 

Sheikh Abdul Majid, moving his adjournment motion, criticised the Premier s 
slAtcmcnt, and ntriiscd him of sticking to oilhc. He said that it was a big issue 
and the Premier was running to tlic 8c(.TCtiiry of s^late for decision. Uc was 
rcsi>Oiisiblc only to the House. 

After Mr. U. K* s^idhwa, ^liss .Icthi J^ipahimnlani, I'cputy Speaker, and Khan 
Bahadur Khiiro had spoken criticising the Governor’s ii)tcjfrren* c, Mr. Nichaldas 
Va/drani, the Kevenue Minister, declared that it was the tiist (»« rasion when Uic 
tiovernor refused to be guided by his advice. He (|noted from the Viceroy’s 
declaration, which made it clear that under provincial autonomy, in all matters 
falling within the Ministerial field, including the ]»rotcctioM of minonlies and the 
Hervicos, the tlovernor should always be guided by tlic advice of the Ministers. 
The House, a^ this stjige, rose till the next day, the 23rd. December, when after 
inlcriHjIlations it was ndjouriiod sine dk\ 


The Assam Legislative Assembly 

Winter Seuion— Shillong— let. to 13tb. December 1941 

SlTPLEJ>IEXT.\RV DeMAKOS PRESEXTEl) 

Tlie winter session of the Asaiun lA^dslative Assembly rommrnccd st 
Bhilloiig on the lit. December lOil when thirteen sdjouniroeiit motions came up. 
Mr. Baidynnalh Mookerjea sought to disenss the Government’s ‘inadequate 
meuurea in flood*atrtekeii areas of Sylbet diatrict. Thia was oppoeed by the 
Premier on the ground that the allegations made in the motion were not correct. 
The ^aher reserved his ruling till the nest day. 

Ae Premier, who acted on behalf of the Finance Minister. Khan Bahadur 
Baydur Bah man, in view of the latter’s iiidispoaition. then prceented a aupple- 
mentary damand toiaUIng Ha. 1,46^190, and a note on the preaent financial 
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of the ProTincy He fmred that the revenne de6rit of Bs. 1.18,000 
m the OTiRinel budget niiKht tewh about Be. 21 lekhe. 

Mr. Rohftu Kumar Chatuihury^ on behalf of the Kevenue Miniater, preaented 
tb# report of the Select Committee on the iteven tie Tribunal Bill (fe41) and 
introduced the Land lleveniie Regulation Amendment Rill 1941. 

The Census in Assam 

4th. DECEMBER The a88iirati(*e that the (jovemment of Aimam would 
look carefully into the queatioii of resorting and reclassifying the last census 
figures of Assam, was given by the /Vernier, replying to an adioiirnmeni motion 
moved by Mr. Siddhi Nath Sarma (Congress) to discuss ‘The arbitrary aotion 
of the Government in conducting and manipulating the last oensns operations, 
with the result that correct figures of followers of different religious stood 
concealed.** The motion was talked out. The mover, in support of his contention« 
produced a letter alleged to have been written by the Census Su)terinteodent. Assam, 
which disclosed certain instructions purported to have been given by the Auam 
Government regarding classification. Referring to the variation in different 
religions and communities, the mover said that the reduced figures of Uindus 
in the last census had given rise to an agitation throughout the country. 

The Premier said that the Provincial Governments had absolutely no hand in 
the matter of census operations. Ue resented the remarks made by the mover 
and said that there was no cause for apprehension. Kef erring to the document 
produced by the mover, the IVemier informs the House that he had no knowleduo 
of it and if the Assam Census 8u|icrinteiidetit had actually written anything like 
that, he did so on his own initiative. 

Mr. Qopi Nath Bardoloi, ex-Premter. in supporting the motion, said that 8ir 
Muhammad baadulla bad never argued a worse case than today, lie added that 
the Minist^ had exercised a certain definite and clear jurisaiction on the censita 
operation. Referring to the doctiroent produced by the mover. Mr. Bardoloi aaki 
that the Premier could not escafie responsibility. 

Mr. J. J. AT. NiehoU-Roff, ex-Minister, said that the present eeniua fignrea 
were useless from tlie point of view of religion and public information. Ue 
demanded a re-sorting of the census figuret. 

Mr. Rupuath Brahma, the Minister in charge of Forest portfolio, speaking on 
behalf of the tribal people, opfioaed the motion, and laid that the preeent cenaua 
had been supported by the Tribal ].«ngue. 

Mr. Rohini Chaudhury, the ICducation Mhiister. said that matters relating to 
the census had never been discussed in a Cabinet meeting and tbeie wao no 
occaaion to do so. He requested the mover to withdraw bis motion. 

The Premier, 5tr Muhammad SoAdulla, in his final reply, retwaied hie 
aasurancf. The Premier also indicated that the service ratio, as it sUmhI, would 
not be affected by the present census, llie motion was talked out 
Rebignatjon of Education Minister 


9Mt DECEMBER :->llie hoii. Mr. Rohini Kumar Choudburp, Minialer for 
Education, submitted this morning bis resignation from the Cabinet to the Premier. 

Mottos of five no-confidence moUoiis against the present Ministry were 
subasiSted by members of various groups before the commencement of the Assembly 
this Moeiiing. When the House met. the Prtmitr, being called upon by the 8|ieaker 
to aat» a statement on the cxtraordiusry situation created by the resignation of 
Mk:^ Kobinl Kumar Chondhuiy. announced bis decision to tender the rctignalion 
oi bit Cabinet on December 12. Mr. Choudhury did not attend the session to-day. 

The House granM leave to three of the no-con fidctice motions againat the 
MUiiatry being moved. These motions stood in the names of hlr. AT. AT. 

(Indian tea plantings). Mr. Bepin Behari Daa (schedokd caste) and Mr. 
Luiit Mohan Kar (Independent Hindu). The House adiouriied till December 13. 

Resignation of Cabinet . 


fitll DECEMBER When the Assembly met tbit morning, Bir M. SaadullaK 
the Premier, announced that be bad tendered the vcaignation of hts Cabluct. Ht 
referred to bia autement made on last Tnesday and inforased the Uotiae Chat in view 
of the rcsignatioii of Mr. Rohini Kumar Cbaudburi. he had decided that the wbolo 
Cabinet sbonld resign on account of joint reeponsibility. As intended, could not 
rahmU the reeignaUoo ycaterday at Um Governor, who wm^ toorfiig intoto 
the Aamim frontier, could not he informed in due conrae. The Governor, be added, was 
expected to have reached Bbillong yeaterday, but according to the iatcat Informatiuii 
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lie WM returning to the capiiel on December 15. In view of the absence of the 
Governor, be bad sent in the resignation to tbe Chief Sericfnry ycHieidiiy and the 
matter was Btill pending. He infuuned the iJouse that, ns tbe Alinisri} was not 
/unctiouingf they were not going to take part in any discKir.sioii in the House 
to-day. As tJie prorogation order from the ttovernor luid no! yd l>een received, 
Sir baadullab asked ilie Speaker to adjourn tbe Uouac till 2 p. in. 

Vote of “No Cosfioenck” PAssnn 

Mr. 0, N. Banloloi then made a Btntemeiit on ibe alleged latbi charge by 
the rndiee on student demonstrators at (iatihati, whereafter the House took np 
conaklcratioii of the motion of no-conndence in the Saadnliub Ministiy, moved by 
Mr. Nuha K^mar Dnttu, 

Before tiie motion was taken n]>, Sir jl/. SaaduUah staled that as his Ministry 
bad resigned and was not funeiiooing his parly was not going to take part in 
tbe discussions. He tliercafter withdrew from the House along with other 
members of ids Party. 

Mr. A. Whiftahr^ Leader of tbe Enrojenn (Jronp. also infornird the House 
that lucrobers of bis Party were not parln ii ating in tbe debate as they were nut 
sure whether a ‘oo-eoiitiiiL*iiet' motion rouJd be moved now in view of the faet 
that the Ministry iiad nheiidy resigned. 

Besides the mover, Mr. (Jopinath Bardahi, Lender of the Oj pOBition, Mr. 
Bamnath former Minister, Mr. Jnt/auti Muruthi^ P))oke io support of the 

resolution whieh was adopted by the House without any opposition after about 
fifteen minutes* discussion. 

yPfiPF.XSION OF THE CONSllTrTION 

By a pro<‘]anm1jon issued from 81iil)oiig on the 25tli. December 1941, His 
Excellency tiie Governor of Assam eusi»ciided the constitution in the Province 
and took iit'on biinself the administration thereof under Bcetion 03 of the 
Goreninient of India Act, IIU*). The following is the te.xt of the Coniniuiiique 
iaeued from the Govern men t House on the 25111. December 

The bon. Manlvi 8aiyid .8ir Muhammad ^aadulla, Prime Minister of Assam, 
having received on the Oih December, tiie resignation of one of his colleagues, 
Mr. Hohini Kumar Cbaudiiwii, tendered his own resignation and that oi his 
whole Caliinet to His Lxcillency the Governor, on Uie 12th December last. On 
the 13tli December a no-coiifideii<*G motion was carried in the Assembly against 
tifeB Ministry by 50 voles to nil. Those who voted in favour of the motion included 
Me. Bolani Kumar Chandhini and two railinmeiitnry ^crretaiiis. On his retiiin 
from tour, on tbe Ibth I'mmbrr, His Excellmcy Raw ^^ir Muliammad and 
requested bim and bis colleagues, excepting Mr. itobini Kumar Gbaiuibuii, to 
carry on with their duties iiiiiil he could make other niiaiigements. Be aceei'ted 
the migiiatioii of Mr. Kobini Kumar Cbandbnri. 

The Governor at once sought to find a Ministiy which could command a 
atable majority in tlie lAgislnturc. In doing so, lie kept lieforc Idm the paramount 
neccsaily of cnsniing that any MiuHtiiy wJdch he selected should be in a jtosiiioti 
to prosecute to the lull all mensurcs iiecessiiatcd by the war uluation. Hia 
Excellency invited Mr. Gopinatb Bardoloi. liciuler of the Congress Party, to assist 
him in the fmmntioii of an allcrnaihe Ministiy. Mr. Bardoloi informed tlie 
Governor lliat Im was unable to take ofilee. but stated that he was prepared to 
•iipport Mr, Kohiiii Kumar Cbar.dlmii and Ida (tiout\ should they take office. Ho 
maoe it clear, however, that his support so far ns tbe war was concerned would be 
severely limited. His Exdklleiny then sent for Mr. Kobini Kumar Cbaudbiiri who 
had informed him that he iiau bciome the leader of a party of 2C roembera of the 
Aasemblv. 

A diacitsBion with BIr. Cliaudhuri made it iodispiitably dear that a Ministry 
formed by him with the conditional suptKirt of Hie Congress Party above referred to, 
could not be a atable one and that the instability would lie moat prominent in 
any matter which afleded the war. IJia Excelleucy had to inform Mr. Chandhuri 
that he was not eatisficd with hia prospects of commanding a stable majority, and 
would therefore be uitabie to ask him to take office. The only other party with 
a Bubataiitial following la the House waa that of Sir Muliammad 8aaaullab, who 
bad iiist been defeated on a ito-confideiiee motion. Anxious to exhaust eveiy 
poauibilily of forming a Ministiy, Hit Excellency Uiercfore arui for 8ir Muhammad. 
But it became on examinatioii abundantly clear that whattrer might be the 
twleiitaUoii of votes tn the future, 8ir Muhammad could not command a majority 
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vUh vlAAi 1w could howoiiotdy faeo ilie LeKislataro, i teat which it wM cleorly 
daairahla, if not oawiial, that m Iflniatry formed under auch clrciimatuncea ahould 
•ndem Thm ima aibai^ Umfore failed. 

Fhiullf tke Ooiunior cooaidered cnrefully the poaaibiliiy of forming i amell 
^'All BnHy^ OAmmi^ whoae mem object would Iw to conduct the admin latretion 
lor dm porpooe «C euA daring the war. An examineiion of thia romibility, howefor, 
aooB made it wetj dear that no aoeh Miiiiatry could be formed in the preaant 
poailioB of pmrio t , md he had therdore to rejeet thia alternative. Having exploiod 
aS allenMiacw fearihilitiig he had no choice but with the iitmoat reiuetancf, to 
hriag tola force the fnoririooa of Section $0 d the Conatitutinn Act. He haa 
Ihecefore iaaued Urn aaeeaaary Proclamatioii iiiider that Section and taken upon 
himaelf the edmlBieriafiaa of the Province. Whenever he ia aatiafled that a 
Mtolitry la availahto commanding the coitlidence of the I^egialatiire and willing 
to taaajna the icaponaAdlitien of office and prciwred to take its full part In the 
imecwttoa af the war, he trill not hcaitate to revoke the Proelainaiinii. 

Me. Ba&ih>ijoi*s Statbmbkt 

The lailewtog cialeaMmt on the Aaeem Coagieaa Party'a noaition in reapcct of 
the pdilical devdoiimcale in the province wee iaeued by .Mr. O'. A*. Sorc/o/ct, ci* 
Pramier aad Leedcr af tha Aeaam Aaaembly, on the ttad Deeambcr : 

Dartog tim paat thice wcckii tli« political citoation in Ammiiii and the attitude 
of IheCoogMai Pe^ to tlm Legialature in partiealar have been the auhjeci of eo 
■moa, apentiatton and mtaundmtaading tliat 1 coikaidcr it uecctaary to 
j tha loltowtog atatenmit 

The many acta of eammiarion and omiaalon by tha last Mintalry of Sir Mohammad 
lalla, partteaSarly to reference to the Land Jiavelopmeiit achcina, Uiiivaraiiy Bill, 
toe Agrieultoial Ineome-tos Bill, the Cenaneend other mattera have atirred tha public 
mtodof Aaiam to aadi depllM that the Congfem M. A.*a who had abatalned from 
atlandtog the Aeaemhif daring the laat 12 monthe had to face hoatile critii^ma 
te toar failnia to do thar duty aa Aaaembly membera. Many of toa Con* 
mm membero to the Aaacmhiy, tor reaaooa of naalth or other difliculUea, wero 
Stoer piavcnled from offering aetyagiaha or would not re offer mtyegrtoe. 
The w n eatio n that coafroated ua waa wbriher thaw M. L. A. a ebonid continue 
thefar inactivity or ahoald be allowed to leaonM their parliamentaro activity. 
The oifinr d aatyagraha being purely one of individual choiro baaaa on p«- 

• conviction tha Gongreaa Party and the Preaident of the Provincial 

OoBgrem after cwnaultation with the Diatrict Comroiftcc, came to the coiicltiaion 
lhal each membm aa did not offer aatyagraha for one rcaaon or the oth^ and 
woald be outride the jatla ahould be allows to attend the Amembly and parUciiiato 
to tha diacuaaiona on the aubjeirU mentioned above. The Imiamcntary Sub* 

Oommitlee waa accordingly movro and fjcrmiaaion waa act*orded to tiiem to attend 
die whole aeaaion. 

For a long time we had been hearing that all waa not well in Um Cabinet of 
Sir Saadulla. lo the Houae, however, we were completely diaillusioned \ wo fouiid 
that they praented a united front to oitr arito and attacki imt u any coipii^to 
map would do. We were therefore siirj'riaed to find on 1 »w*.cmte 9 at ulwit 

10 a. m. that Mr. Kohini Kumar Chaiidhuri, the , hMiication Miiiiator, bad 

rerigned. On the 9th inatant, an incident in tlie naUire of indiacrimiiiate aamult on the 
otudfliita at Qauhati had taken i)la(*e and it left ua thinking wlictbcr thia incident 
had aomething’to do with toe auudcn.rwgnation. But in the lloum, uie Premier 
Btoted that Mr. R. K. Ghaudburi did not asaign any reaaon for bia mignation. 
Sir M. Saadulla alao told the House that he would tender rcaigiiatlon of hw 

Chbinet'oii the 12th when the Governor waa to ^me back lo^ Shillong, ana 



accepted my leaderahip 

n^Uindua and Mualiroa— *wilt pin ua soon. 


iMT. jr.-. loflow th. 

eacepting aa regards 
necessary 

ifciSlil the CougnM dwid. to oeeept aOet, I •mU »• *«> to nun 


.OoBOMt poliei uul Ptoouime In to. LenUl.tif. Aiisniblyt • 

lib to Sind,” And b nquMUd m to kin^ obinin 
im.1 mrmiMion frnm th. ConflCTCU Slxh Cominwd • Mid idd^, I M 


iMf 


Um Mrt. in this eoniMeUoa thnt to. non^MKnw Codi^ Otonp ,( m 
Si teMri • pwty oi to«( own loltovtoK our ictigMtiM im IML 
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'Jlie impending resi^'iiai itui of Ihe MiiiUtry •iiiionnccrl hy Sir Bl. SAftdtilU, 

ftiid Ihe letter of Mr. IL K. I'linudlitiri whb considered i»y me to be of too 

importiint a tiAtiire to be iIisciif>Hod by un ordinnry party I acr*ordiiigly 

decideil on sctruriii^ the ndxii-e of the President of iiie Aseaiu C'otit^rres Committet' 
and of Mr. li. C. Piariiah, the outtioiiig A. 1’. C. C. President, as well ah of Dr. 
BhubnnefiWAr Bnriiah, the ProHideiit of the (biiihati 1>. C. C., before taking anv 
decision on tliis important matter. I should also |K>int nut that the (ienend 
Becrclary of the Provincial Coniiresa. Mr. S. R. Dutta and Mr. S. N. i^ainia 
were both present at the meeting as Assemhly metnhers. After i»roioii^e<i 
disctiHsiotiB, the over whel filing; majority decided that, if Mr. Itohini Runinr 

Chandhtiri formed a Ministry, the j^arty would lend aupport in carrying out 

meaaiires consistent with the Congress t>olicy and programme, excepting wur 
measures ; hut that freedom to otlcc satyagraha aa directed by Alahntma (iaiidhi 
aliould remain. *ihc meeting wanted me to secure permission Troni the Pniliaine.- 
tarv Siib-i3ommittee for the above dcidaion. 1 accordingly met Mniilana At)iil 
Kalaiii Azad, the Congress 1'residcnt, at Calentta and also infornitd by \iirc 
other members of the Sttb-Coinmittee. A^-^'ording to bis advice, we discussed the 
matter at a meeting of the Ihovinciiit Congress Committee on l>ecenil)cr M and 
IT). Subsequently, 1 ret'civcd further instruct ions from the Sub-Coininittee as a 
result of which 1 am now in a iiosition to announce that, if a new Blinistry is 
formed, the Congress Pnriy would not 0 ])p 08 e it so long as Cioverumciit would he 
carried on the basis of the Congress policy and programme excepting war 
measures. It is also oiten to such members of our Party to otVer satyagraha as 
ifoiild like to do so. 

For better elucidation of the Congress standpoint. I desire to mention that 
(1) our Party will function as an independent group and would not sit behind 
the J'reaaury Benches ; (J) will not take part in tlie actual forming of the Ministry 
(:i) and after the Ministry is formed our party would not oppose it as the paHy 
of Mr. K. K. Chaudburi haa given an undertaking to carry on the Congress (H)licy 
and programme except for war measures. 

1 further state for the information of the public that the Progressive 
Nationalist Party, of which Mr. Itohini Kumar Cbaudhuri is the I.ieader, has 
given lie the further assurance of the manner in which it would carry on the 
Congress programme to my Haiisfsction. 

In my interview with the Cioveriior on Oecember 17. I clearly explained the 
attitude of our i’arty on the whole situation as e.xplainod above.' ^ 

1 understand that the (lovc'rnor gave an interview to^Mr. Cbaudhuri, T.eadcr 
of Uie Progressive Nationalist Party. It is not of niueh interest to me what the 
Uoveanor may be doing regarding the formation of a Miiiiatry ; but it seems clear 
that the Governor cannot rctniii the Ministry of l^ir M. Saadulla who have 
resigned and against whom a 'no-con fidcnce' motion hsa been carried by 56 
membera in a lioiise of lu7. I also note that if the Governor acts with regard 
for the India Government Act and dcmocraiic piinciples he cannot disallow a 
Ministry from coming into existence simply because it has to exist on the suttrage 
of the Congresa Party, which is not piepaicd to give support to war ellbrta. 


The Punjab Legislative Assembly 

Winter Session— Lahore— Itt. to 5th. Dec. 1941 

iVickroy’s Council Expansion 

The winter session of the Punjab Legislative Asoenbly comneiiccd at 
Lahore on ihe let December 1941 when an iinsuccetaful attempt to niee a 
diactiiaion on the ex| aiision of the Viceroy V ExecttUve Cooiicib Ihrowgb an 
adjournment motion, was made. « 

Sardar Lai Sivph fliidcpandcnt) sought the kave of the Booae to move 
adjournment of the businese to discust a definite matter of ovgent imblie 
importaiiee, namely '*the intense dist'Oiitent amongst the tfikha caused by the non- 
iaclusiOE of a fc^ikh member in the cgraiidcd EaccttUvt Ooiiacil of Urn Vkeny.’* 
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. . ‘t* 1 "'oiio". Silnndcr Hwt Khan, the Pnmiw, etUgnioellf 

denied that be bed any hand in ihe ap|)oiiitinent ol the new neoibm of Ibo 
K.w«iivo (^niint-il of the \iceroy, and aaid that if be had been eonaiilted he WOoUl 
have iwn the drat to aii^'Keat that a euitiihle Sikh ahonld be appointedL fih 
referred to the controveiay which had ra^ed in ibis conneetion for n looK 1101% 
and iMitd that not oiiiy ho but hia colleagues aa well had denied that there Wii 
any question of^ supixirting any individual or romronnity. 

After bearing the rremier, the Speaker ruled tlie motion out of order. 

Tlie Speaker also ruled out adjournment motiona relating to the aireel 
and deteiiiion of Hyed Habib, editor of a local Vernacular daily and the impoaitioB 
of a punitive police tax on the ^Itislim residents of Ijahore city. 

The House referred to a select committee the Punjab Legislative Aaeembly 
fSalary and Allowances of Members) Bill which sought to fix an annual salary of 
Rs. 2.dU0 for each member. 

The Assembly also passed the Colonisation of Government Lande (Punjab 
Amendment) Bill. 

Sir kfanohnr Lai, Finance Minister, presented the first instalment of snppte* 
nientary estimates aggregating to Ks. 78.3J,7JCi. 

CoKVROi, OK Electric Supply ComPanir^ 

?nd. DECEMBER When the House took up consideration of the Punjab 
Kle* tricity Emergency powers Bill to day, which seeks to enable the Government to 
aiisuroe possession and rontrol of elivtric supply undertakings in sn emergency, Sir 
Ookul Chand Narnvg (Indc]>endetit) r.aised a point of order that the Bill was ultra 
\irrK of the provincial i it'gislature. and he sought the ruling of the Chair. He 
sairl that, inider Section ](><.) of the Government of India Act> 1935, the Bill could 
not be dealt with by the provincial Legislature as electric supply companies in the 
Viuijab, being corporations, fell under Item H.*] of the Centra) List. The Provincial 
liegislature, he added, had no jiirisdi<’tion to deal with a subject which was rcaenred 
to the Central Government. 

The Premier said that the fJovcrniucnt had brought forward the measure in 
the interest of the lousumcrs. They were merely seeking to regulate the supply 
of electricity in an emergency. Hie f Jovernment hsd much wider iioweie under the 
Hefcnec of India Rnb^ to take tiossf«sion of elcetrie supply companies and 
they had recently c.xcrciscd that j.owcr in the case of Rawalpindi Electric Btiuply 
Company. 

The Advocnie-Ctcncral. ^fr. Salerm, said that the Bill did not deal with the 
regulation and winding up of commnies, nor did it seek to amend the Corapeny 
Law. He maintained that the Bill was not ultra vires and that Uie Provincial 
Legislature waa conii»ctciil to deal with it. 

The Speaker said that, in view' of the inportanee of the question raised, be 
wanted to study the various legal aspects before giving his ruling. 
(Consideration of the Bill was, therefore, postponed and the House adjonruM 
till 'rtursday. 

Preskkvation ok Commukal Harmony 

4tb. DECEMBER :»A iion-ofiicial resolution requesting the Government to 
adopt cfTeetive administrsiive messurcs and, if neccisary, to undertake fnik 
legislation to deal with the activities of **mitcbievout elements in the p<m1atioo 
who are seeking to create panic or public alarm or promote communal strife*' wao 
discussed this afternoon. 

Mr. F. Few (Anglo-Indian Ministerialist) moving the rcsolntion, said that 
in view of the international sit nation it was imperative that they should telm 
steps to check aciivities which were Ito-nd to prove s menace and danger to 
peace of the Province. He drew the attention of the House to the refusal of tho 
Madura Municipality to give facilities for training technicians in Ita workshopi nad 
said that auch a thing should not be allowed to oe repeated* In this Pirovinee. 

Sardar Santokh S*ngh, Leader cl the Opposition, oppoMng the ^InOon, oafd 
that the Government enjoyed ample powers under the Defence of India Act to deal 
with any emergency. 9 oe enhanced powers which the Government wished to tihe 
now were intended to enrb the activities of the (Opposition a:^ It WMld be enlddel 
to give further powers to the Government. He sllcfed if there was aaj 
communal strife, the Government were responsible for it and xefened ni thie 
conneetkm to the activities of Ministers. 
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THE PUNJAB LEOIHLATl^ AfjBEMBLT 


[ LAUOM— 


The Spcaler, interreninp', mid *fhct fhe eondnet of Hiriittm conid 'DCit be die- 
eniied exeefit thronjeh e eubeuintive motion. 

Sir iSikander Byat Xhav, Premier, |terfiripetiiix In the debate, ronfsnitulated 
Ur* Jfew on britigiiyg forward the reaolulion and appealed to the Bonne to judge it 
on ;lt« »meciie. It wan the doty Of erenbcnly., he aaio, to Temore conuniinal etrtfe 
■and tnfimoe <by o havmonione otmoaimefe. 'ilieKe exieted, however, an otmoaiihere 
in ibe proelnee In whieh eome people wiehed ?to .ex)4oit commmtal alogona and to 
etek their aelivitiea, the Qovemment wioiild nee any meapon in (heir armoury, bot 
if they found that tliey«.did not have auffioirirt powen they would ;aek for moie. 
The premier added <tliat lir. Few had rightly pointed out that they 'were paaetng 
eriiloal *timee and that tlie aotivitiea of jnlachief-mongera mnat lie dh^kid. 

RUearing to the critlelam of the w^ in which the Oovemmeikt bad ecereiiMd 
fbahr -powam, 15ir Bikander aaid that they had acted imlicioualy «n the uee of the 
exieting jmiwari aind lie oonid eay that they had •not 4itcested'a large number of 
peraone wne ^ere on the border line. In wonoliiaion, die Premier naaoied the 
Homo ihdt dhe •oKn <01 dhe Oovenmeol waa to bung dbont a harmenioua 
otomaphare oi niiidldf aa poiaiblo and he appealed to every IHmldbi lo aLrhre lo 
aehieve that fdeid. fie auggeeted that all eoatroveiwiaa dkoiild be huabed^ at leant 
for the dnratiaa of ihe iwar« and they ahoiild all work for dnii victory. 

Alter foar honrn'Alaonaelon in which moae than a dazen jaembera pariidiiatedt 
Uc. Fow’a leeahidoB opon oaaried by 70 voten in 1?^ 

€nriiioL or Wmbav Fhicxb 

The Hoaee dhen jwaeeeded 4o ^Kacnec ChaudUH Xakwnvd BMHmiii's feaoluttua 
ng to dhe iaaoenuBent to convey to the Oovenimcnt cl Ijidin, ibe 
erndbaXle wrolait ogainat the low level of wheat priem «t whidi the 
liWt jiT have oapreeaed their iuleotion to inatiteie eontrol and 

foniMr to eanvey to the OoveruaMOt of India the AMenildy'n oenaklered view then 
ia order properly «nd odeqnatdy lo eafognaid the iatereit of the grower, the duly 
OB the Inport of Milga emni ahoold be reetored to iu peevloue level fme 
April aaat** 

%omxasBStA%Y DEiiAXim 

The Aeeemlily held a brief eiiting (hit afternoon ond voted, 
eapplemeatary oerimatci aggregating to Ki. 77 «0,d(iOL 


wMhout omeh 


dvil work! aud Ite. 30,000 lor war 


explained that the cstimatea lor cirii 
coiiiriliated by ibe Ooveromeat vd 


Theae lochided Be. 7^27.300 ia mpect of 
dwheia af Hie ExeeUeacif Jha Oovemn 
etir Jfonehor FiaanM Mlnlii^, 

waihe tadadod w earn of over Ra- TO lakhe 

the Finance Ifiniater moved tiie demand for Re. :i,35bJO in mpect of 
pollee. 45;cr«hir Lef Singh (lodepeadeoi) ri^ debate by to. dtaw 

So Ufeation of tho GoveraiMBt towam wbai he alleged to he **ragular terronuUon 
of vittaKeie and atroctitioe committed by the police ia the vitlege of Jethuk and 
Ohatahain LadltiaBa dietriet in Ha/ laat’*. ^ • 

UaKk tChiMar Hayat momUiniater for Public Woika, who » in charge of tiie 
Mice Bepariroeiit, tiointod out that the Government had received represenkaiiona 
from tha mlie of the locality that a gang of da<*oiM had emt^ a reign of tenor 
ia the ueoa. Bneelal police were dented and on inveeugation it waa found that 

the daeoito warn being harbonted iqr Congrenimen and that Uidha, the leader of 

the gang wae a brother of the Secretary of a amgrese Committee in one of the 
two ahovo-mentioned vilfagea. Tha Minister aaid that according to police rerorta 
nnlioenaed arms were ^raeovaied from the houses of soma Oongresamen and ha 
regvett^ that those who profeaeed the creed of non-violence should harbour 

^ ^^nia oa^ M?r^oted wifhont a division and the demand waa passed. The 
House then adionrii^. 


PtoceeJings of 


The Civil Disobedience Movement 

The All India Hindu Mahasahha 
The All India Muslim League 

The National Liberal Federation 

The All Party s Conference 
AND 

Provincial Political Conferences 
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The Indian National Congress 

Working Committee — Wardha— 3rd. to 6th. November 1940 

A meeting of the ^Working Committee was held at Wardha from November 3 
to 6, li)40. The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Saro)lni 
Naidu, Vallabhbhai Patel. Rajagopalachariar, Kajendra I'rasad, Bbiilabhai J. Desai, 
Jamnalal Bajai. Shankerrao Deo, Profulla Chandra Ghosh and J. B. Kripalani, 
B. Pattabhi Bitramayya and Harcknishiia Mehtab were present by Bi^>ecial invitation. 

Gandbiji attended the sittings of the Working Coininittee. 'Jlie Committee 
discussed with Gandbiji the next step iu the campaign of individual civil 
disobedience. 

The Working Committee passed the following resolution : 

CoN<;uE.ss Party in the Central Assembly 

In view of the ncccHHiiy to oppose the Bill introduced by the Government of 
India to linance the war, the Working Commiitee request the Congress members 
of the Central Lcgiblaiivc Assembly to attend and take part in the proceedings 
relating to the Bill. 

The Civil Disobedience Movement 

Gnndlitjrs Statements 

1— Fiiisr Step in the CAMpAKiN or iNJMvtnuAL Civil Disobedience 

1 have had three days’ disviiHsion with the Working Committee. During it, 
I iinfoUlcd niy plan (»f civil disobedience in so far as I was able to envisage it. 
Although I have sole charge of the campaign, I couM not think of taking the 
first step vvithont consnltatioii with the mr.tiihers of tlie Working Ooronjittee. In 
non>violent action oi'c lias to carry the co-\vOrkers witli one, through the mind 
and the heart. There is. no other way to enforce discipline or obedience to 
instructions. I must admit that it was not pluin sailing for me. There was 
stubborn ilisscnt from two memhers. I trieil hard to curry conviction to them but 
1 fear 1 failed, 'rhey will, l'>owcver. yield obedience so far as it is ))08sil>lc for 
them for the sake of disc ipline. The ditlcrcnce of opinion solely centred round 
the qiianiitv of civil disubedionce and the restric tions wiili which it was hedged. 

1 disclose this part of the discussion to show tliat iny plan will fail short 
of the exiiectations of those whom the dissenters rei leseni. I would simply say 
to them : Wait patiently and sec what hapoens. Carry out iiistnictious to the 
best of your ability, Do nothing to thwart the plan. If your reason rebels .against 
it you will, serve the cause by seceding and educating the people along your own 
lines. That would be straight, bravo and stimulating in that the people will learn 
to appraise the value of different methods. You will cnu>ie confusion by preaching 
from the Congress platform anything contrary to tue ollicial prograrame, especially 
when the whole organisation becomrs like an army, it mutters little whether one 
person olTers civil disobedience or many. The rest Lave to render such support 
as they mav be called upon to do. 

The plan is simply this. Direct action will be oomme.ieed by Shii Vinoba 
Bhave and for the time being confined to him only. Aiul since it is to be confined 
to individual civil disobedience and that too of him only, it will be so conducted 
by him as to cxcludewothcrs directly or indirectly. But since it is concerned with 
freedom of siieech, the public will be involved to an extent. It is open to them 
cither to listen to him or not. But mreh will depend upon what the Government 

wish to do. In spile of all attempt to confine civil disobedience to individuals 

and for the moment to one only, they can precipitate a crisis by making it a 
crime to listen to him or read anything wiiiten by him. But I think and believe 

that they do not want to invite any trouble though they hold themselves in 

readiness to coi)e with every trouble Uiat may face them. 

1 have discussed with Bhri Vinova variona plans so as to avoid all unnecessary 
friction or risks. The idea is to make ail action as strictly non-violent as is 
humanly possible. One man's violence, veiled or open, cannot go "beyond a certain 
limit, but within that limit it would be eficctive. One man's non-violent action 
would be despised and ridiculed by the non-believer in it. lii truth, while the 
effect of a given violent action can be reduced to mathematical terms, that of 
non-violeut action defies all calcuUtiou and has been known to falsify many that 
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!“***^*f*-, How hr I sh«U be eble to prceent en »en)>h of 
UDftaiilteratMJ non>violence rcninins to be seen. 

Wbo is Viuiib* Bhare and wliy ban he been selected ? 

101 C ** *'L ,*‘*''.*'**^ colleiie after tot return to India in 

^lUs lie 10 ft k.ftiiRkrit scholar. He joined the Ashram almost at its inception, 
ae was among the first members. In order in betifi qualify himself he took 
one years leave to pr^nte fiirllier studies in Hnnskjil. And pi^ictirally at the 
same hour at which he had left the Ashram n year before, he uallccd into it 
without iiotice. I had forgotten that he was due to arrive that day. He has 
taken part in every menial activity of the Ashram from scavenging to cm>king. 
.^oiigb he has a marvelloiis memory an<! is a sliidcnl by nature, be boa devoted 
the lari^st irnrt of his time to spinning in whbdi he ban sprcialise<l as very few 
have. He believes in universal spinning being the ventral nctiviiv Tvbicb will 
remove the poverty in the villages and put life into their licHfinrss. living a born 
teacher, he has been of the utmost assistanve to Asha Devi in jjcr devcloj mcnl of 
the aeheme of education through handicrafts. 

Shri Vinoba has produced a text book taking spinning as the hnndirraft. It 
is original in conception. He has made sedHers realise that spinning is the 
handicraft par excellence which lends itsell to l)cing ctrectively used for basic 
education. He has revolutionised takli spinning and drawn oiii its hitherto 
unknown possibilities. For perfect spinning probably he has no rival in all India. 

He has abolished every trin e of iinioiivhnhility from his heart. He brlicvrs in 
communal unity with the Rame passion that 1 linve. In order to know the best 
of Islam he gave one year to the study of the l^iraii in the original. He therefore 
learnt Arabic. He found this study noevssary for cultivating a living contact with 
the Mnsliins living in his neighbourhood. 

He haH an army of disciples ami workers who w*onld rise to any sacrifiee at 
his bidding. He is responsibb* fur t)rodu< ing a young man who 1ms dedicated 
himself to the service of lepers. Though an utter stranger to medicine, this 
worker has by singular devotion mastered the method of trentment of lepers and is 
now running several clinics for their care. Hundreils owe their cure to his Inbours. 


He has now published a hand book in M.'uatiii for the trennient of lepers. Vinoba 
was for years the director of the Mabilu AsltraiYi in Wardlin. His devution to the 
cause of Daridrauarayau took him iirst to a village near Wnrdha and now he has 
gone still further ami lives in rannnr, five miles from Wnrdha from where he has 
established contact with villageiH throm h the disci ple(4 be h:»B trained. 

He believes in the. necessity of the political in<lc]*cmli‘nci‘ of Imlia. is an 
accurate student of History. Hut he b('licve.s that real tmlcpciidcnci* of the viiiagers 
is imjiossible without the’conslnictivc piogTaniiuv of wliii b ’kfnnli’ the erntre. 
lie believes that Vharkha’ is the nuvt, suitable outward symbol of non-\ ioleme 
which Ims become an integral ]Wt of his life. 11c. bus taken an a« live part in the 
previous ^ytyagraha campaigns. He liii> never been in the liiucligbt on the prditical 
platform. With many co-woikers, he believes tbnt silent Kinstne toc work with 
civil disobedience in the background is far more etl'cctive. than the already heavily 
crowded political platform. And he tlioroughly bclicics that non-violcnl ichiHlaiuc 
is iini>OB8u>le without a heait-bclicf in and practice of consti lu tivc work. 

Vinoba is an out and out war rcbistcr. lint lie rospn ts equally with his ow'ii 
the conscience of those who whilst noi being out and out war resisterH have yet 
strong eonscientious objection to jiarlicipation in tbc t-iTscni war. Though Vinoba 
represents both the types, I may want to selc<*i another who will represent only one 
type, namely, conscientious obje<*tion to ^articipatum in the ]»res^eiit w^nr. 

It was necessary to introiluce \ inoba at b i.gtb to the public in order Ip 
justify mv choice. This will j erhaps be the last i'i\il disobedience Rlruggle which 
1 shall have conducted. Natuially I would want it to be as lawless as it can lie. 
Moreover the Congress has declared that it will avoid all avoidable endiurrassment 
to Government consistently witli its own exisWii«*c. lor that reason too, I bad 
to strive to produce the highest quality irrespective of <iuantity. 

But Vinoba must fail as 1 must if we do not represent the Congiess, let alone 
the whole nation. And we shall certainly not represent either if they do not give 
us full-hearted cooperation which is ceaseless proswution of the Constructive 
Programme. It is not vocal co-oi>cratioii that is require. It is eo-o^toii in 
woft that is needed. The signs of such co-opCTation will Im |ihenproena1 progress 
in spinning, complete disappearance of.untouehability and increasing friendbiiwia 
between the communities andaii increasing sense of jnstu^c in eier) w^k of life# 



m THE CIVIL DISOBEDIEKOE MOVEMEBTr [ suriaftjuc-* 

U»teM rock bottom imtiee and ci|alty pemdo oorielF* wmdf tteo ii vm 
non-Tiolont atmoaphem. Abo?e all then ahonld ba no cirE Aobadicace bat wbat 
la laocttoned by me. Thia ie a peremptory obUgatton brnduig on rmj 
CongreMman. If it if diaiegarded, Him if no ooopmatea. 

The lepiefeDtatire ebioacter betonging to ViDoba wmA wm ii tioi rtiaflrwfif 
And 1 can fay with oonfidence that if the fnU^hearlfd ca opfaftkia 1 want if 
forthcoming, not only will the iffoe of freedom of fpoecb ba deciM m oar Iffwirr 
bat we ahdl have gone very near independence. Let owoe wim tite me at my 
word. They will have 4of t nothing and will find that tfow bnl eontribatfi grertly 
to the movement of freedom thronidi tmthfnl and mm-viaima mcaaa. 

Let me repeat the iffue. On the tarfi^ it in memiUkj na ft e w th e 
to preach againa t war aa war or participation in the paaaawt war. Beth oie matten 
of conacience for thoee who hold either view. .Boib am aajbataa tM ifobta. Thm 
exerciae can do no harm to the Bntiah if theu: pralmImB that to id oitBnta and 
parpoaea India la an independent coontry ia at all tnm If India ia very nradi 
a dependency In fact, aa it la in law, whatever te Hritiab get froaa India can 
never be nwarded aa voluntary, it muat be legaided aa impraaaed, Thia battle 
of life and death cannot be won by improlaed levlea h o wever large. They may win 
if thcv have the moral backing of an India truly legarded aa fnaa. 

Aon-violent Oongreaa cannot wiah ill to Britain. Nor eon it halp her through 
arma, ainee it aeeka to gain her own freedom, not Ihfoagh arma bat throngh un- 
adulterated non-violence. And the Oongreaa vaniahea if, at the crucial nunnent, 
It auppreaaea itaelf for fear of coiiaequcncca or othsrwlae by cawdng to preaeh non- 
violence through non-violent meaiia. Ho when we probe the iaaae deep enough 
We diacover that it ia a matter of life and death for na. If we vindkate that rii^t 
all ia well with ua. If we do not, all ia loaL We cannot then win Bwaraj through 
non*violent meana. 

I know that India haa not one mind. There ia a part of India that ia wai- 
minded and will learn the art of war through helping the Britieh. The Congreae 
haa no dtaire therefore to eurrouod ammunitioo factoriea or barraeke and prevent 
people from doing what they like. We want to tell the people of India that if thigr 
will win Swara] through non-violent meana, they may not eo-operate miiUarlly with 
Britain in the proeecution of the war. 

This right of preaching against participation in the war is being denied to ua 
and we have to nght Mainat the denial. Therefore while that right will be 
ezercieed only by thoee whom I may select for the pnrpoae; all the other activities 
of the Congress will continue as before unless the Government interfere with 
them. 

A question has been naked why, if I attach so much importance to quality, 
I do not offer civil resistance myself. I have already said that unlike as on 
previous ocemaioDS 1 do not wish to do so for tiie very good leaaon that my 
imprisonment is likely to cauae greater embarreasment to toe anthoTitiea than 
anything dee the Congress can do. I want also to remain outaide to 
cope with the contingency that may arise. My going to Jail my be 
interpreted as a general invitation to all Oongreeemen to follow anit. They wQI 
not easily distinguish between my act and speech. Lastly 1 da not know how 
things will shape. I myself do not know the next step. I do not know the 
Government plan. 1 am a man of faith. My reliaoce ia solely on God. One 
step ia enough for me. 'Jlie next He will make clear to me when the tinm te 
it comet. And who knows that I shall not be an instroment for baiiigiBg 
about peace not only between Britain and India but also between tbs warring 
nationa of the earth, uis last wish will not be taken lor vanity by those who 
believe that my faith S not a sham but a reality greater thaa the fact that I am 
penning these lines. 

2,— **Habuah** ahd thb Notice of the FEbm Advuee 

On the 18th. instant, the Editor of ‘Hariian’’ received the following notice 
from the District Magistrate’s Office, Poona 

*I am directed by Government to advise you that no aceonnt of incidento 
leading up to Hatyagmhn by Vinoda Bhtva and no report of his apseebea or any 
aubaequent developments ahonld be published without previous referenoo to the 
Chief Preae Adviser, Delhi. 

*1 would like to bring to your notice that this Is in your own iaterest to 
gvold proaacutiou under Rule 98 of the Defenee of India Bulea.*^ 
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to ^ Pwis Adviwr %i I>ellii ewy line I writo about .^Ktya^rtha. It it traa 
^*^D**f advi»ry and that theitlora I am not iHnind to act up to 

It. Bat the con^oeiice of dtnrcitard of ad?ir« la alno.Miaicil in the iioth*e. | hate 
no deure to ti»k • piaacEutioa npdnit Uie KKtonw The tlino werklm Uto brni 
tondueted to ^ wteieat ol troth nud tberrfore of nil p«Ttt*e ronrrmtd. Hof I 
cMHOt aerTe that intcreat if the cdiiinf* haa to be done under threat Hi proaeeuliim. 

?L u **”^*^® apart from the adviaability nr nthimriat* 

cd CiTil IKaob^icnce. Ihc Government Imre idioan their Intentum clearhr hy 
the probation of ^\m Vinoim Kbaveh 1 hare no complaint to maha 

r nat the piwieculion. It was an inevitable r«iu!t i*f his dedioea of 
l>efmce of India Kulra. But the Itiierly of the Trera ataiidt on a 
dtftorent footine. 1 am unable to rec-oncilo myaelf to the notice which, 
aiihouKlI^ in the nature of advice, ia in reality an order wlioae infiiii|*e« 
ment wui carry ita own eonercpieme. I am eorty to hare to diMapiotni Uie nii- 
merona i^eri of the three wecklieR. Next week I aball be able to lit the^ publie 
know whechoT it ia to l#c merely a Mnaiienaion or an ludefinitc ^topi'ii^ of the threw 
weddleib I Mall atill hofw that It wilt be merely a miFpenrion anil that my. fear 
will prove to be gnnuidicai. But ahonld it prove otbimiao I may inform the 
public that Batyagraha ii independent of prera advert ierment. If it ia real it oarriea 
with, ii ita own momentum and 1 helteve the ppraeiit Batyai'ralta. to l»e very real. 
It will goon. I will not be provoked into any hanty nvtioii.. 1 am mill not ready 
wM the next move. But aa I have aatd in my prcvioiia statement, every act of 
Civil Uiaobedience is eom|4ete in itMlf. 'Hiis preat notice aiiowa how eftWeUve it 
haa been. £ve^ act of repremion adds strength to the reality, l^aiyagralia Lhrivea 
on repreiaion till at last the repressor is tired of it and the object of Baiyagratm 
ia gatued. Whether, therefore, 1 take the next step or not and when I taxw it is 
a matter of no consequence to the public. Let tl ose who sympathise with it follow 
implidUy the iii8fructiott% 1 have issued. I believe, and my belief bos been tested 
repeatedly, tba: a thought deliberately thought and coiitrolba is a power greater than 
epecch or writitig and any day greater than steam which is husbanded and control- 
led. We ace the latter every day carrying incredible weights, even acfoss steep 
pceclpieea. Thought pwer overeomea much greater obstacles and caiily carriea 
greater weights. Bui let me give a practical bint to the non-believer in the fiower 
of thought, husbanded and controlled. Let everyone become his own walking 
newapaper and carry the good news from mouth to moiiib. This does not mean 
what boys used to do in the past, viz., trumpeting about of bHs of news, 'fbe 
idea here ia of my telling my neighbour what 1 have aulhcntically heard. This 
no Government can overtake or suppress. Jt is the cheapest newspaper yet 
deviaed and it defies the wit of Gevemment however clever it may be. Ixt theM 
walking newspapers be sure of Uie news they give. They sliould not indalge in 



their morning newspaper which, they should know,, will contain garbuNl oire 
aided information and therefore, not worth the trouble of reading. For it may 
be that even the public statements such as 1 atu now issuing may also be 
etopp^. It is the condition of life under an autocratic Government whether 
foreign or indigenous. 

Sevagram, Xi-lO-JOdO. 

3— Valedictory St.vtemest (-Uarijah**) 


You mnet have seen through my press notice that the ptiblicafion of 
**H«rikn” and the other two weeklies had been siispendefl. Jii it, 1 had expressed 
the hope that the suspension might be onfy for a week. *Hut 1 see that the hope 
had no real foondation. 1 ahall miss my weekly ihlks with yon, as I ax|jeei 
yon too will miss them. The value of those talks consisted in their being a 
udthfnl record of my deeiiest Uiooghte. Bueb expr^Mion is imi>ossible in a cramped 
atmoephere. As 1 have no desire to offer civil disobedience. 1 emmok write fr^y. 
Ae the anthor of satysgraha I cannot, coasistenily with my piofcotiMe, 
Buppicoi the vital part erf myeelf for the sake of being able to write on pCTmiertble 
•nb]Mki eneb ae the constructive progrtiamc. It would be like dealing with 
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the trunk without the head. Tlte whole of the conetruetire profifraniiiie is to me 
an ezpreseion of non-violence. I would be denying myself if I could not preach 
Don-vtolenoe. For that would be the meaning of aobmission to the latest 
ordinance. The suspension must, therefore, continue while the gagging lasts. 
It constitutes a satyagrahi’s respectful protest against the gag. Is not Bat^ragralia 
giving an ell when an inch is asked for by the wrong-doer, Is it not giving the 
cloak also when only the coat is demanded ? It may be asked why this 
reversal of the ordinary process ? The ordinary process is based on violence. 
If my life were regulated by violence in the last resort, I would refuse to give 
an iiieh lest an ell might be asked for. I would he a fool if 1 did otherwise. 
But if my life is regulated by non-violence, I should be prepared to and actually 
give an ell when an inch is asked for. By so doing 1 produce on the usurper a 
strange and even pleasurable sensation . lie would also oc confounded and would 
not know what to do with me. 8o much for the 'enemy*. I having made up 
roy mind to surrender every non-essential, gain greater strength than before to die 
for tlic defence and preservation of what 1 hold to be essential. 1 was therefore 
wrongly accused by my critics of having- advised cowardiv surrender to Nazism 
by Englishmen when I suggested that they should lay down external arms, let 
the Nazis overrun Britain if they dare, but develop internal strength to refuse to 
sell themselves to the Nszis. Full surrender ot non-essenials is a condition 
precedent to accession of internal strength to defend the essential by dying. 

But I am not writing tliis to convert the English to my view. I am 
writing this to suggest to yon tliat my surrender to the framers of the gagging 
ordinance is an ohjert-lesson to you, the Reader, in satyagraha. If you will 
quietly work out in yonr own life the implications of the lesson, you will then 
not need the weekly aid from the written word in **Hariian.** Even without 
your weekly "Harijan** you will know bow I shall myself work out the full 
implications of giving an ell when an inch is wanted. A correspondent pleads 
with me that on no account should I suspend "Harijan**, for he says hta non- 
violence is sustained by the weekly food lie gets therefrom. If he has really done 
so, then this self-imposed restraint should teach him more than a vapid conti- 
nuation of weekly *‘Uarijan*’ 

WardhOf 7^lt^i940, 

The Costemplated Fast 

I have been receiving numerous telegrams asking me not to undertake 
the contemplated fast. Almost all of the telegrams are from friends who are 
concerned about my health and who think that if 1 am alive I can still render 
useful service to the country. There are one or two bitterly criticising me and 

tolling me that fasting has no )dAce in the })olitics of the country and that it 
disturbs the political atmosphere and impairs the efliciency of opposition to the 
government in the fight for freedom. 1 wish to thank both the friends and 
the critics. *l'he members of the Working Committee and I also had a long 
discuBtioQ over the contemplated fast. 

In view of the extension of individual civil disobedience the idea of the fast 
naturally remains in abeyance. But 1 must say nothing that I have heard has 

dislodged me from the position I have consistently held about the relevancy and 

propriety of fast in all walks of life including the political. I admit that is a 

new weapon. 1 adroit also that the use of that weapon is not open to any but 
Hpecialisls even os the use of weapon of civil disobedience is not open to every 
body. But the use of civil disobedience is open only to those who are qualified 
for It. The use of fazHiig requires infinitely larger qualifications. I hold that I 
pOBsesB those qualifications. 1 have had God-given opfxirtonities of training myaeU 
tn this direction consciously since 1907, that means 34 years. But it cannot be 
taken mechanically. It can only be taken in obedience to the promptings of an 
unseen power, call it the inner voice, Ood or whatever other name yon like to give 
to that TOwer. I have mentioned the possibility of fasting because something within me it 
prompting roe to it. I am myself nghtiiig against it I know that however willing the 
•pirit may be the fiesh is weak. I know that being unable to drink an ad^uate 
quantity of water during fasting it becomes almost unbearable specially in the 
initial stages. But however weak the fiesh may be 1 know that* the weakneee gm 
be eonquerM when that unseen power dominatee roe to the exclusion of eviry 
other force. That feeling has not yet come to me and iintil it does naturally there 
will be no last If it does come 1 shall myself feel powerless to listen to the 
kindly intervention of friends or the anger of fierce critics. Therefore. 1 will beieeeh 
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til to bdd thtmtelvM in patience and wttcb developmenta. Of eoune* it it open to 
everybody to help me in the crisit throit{ 2 :h which the country it ptaaing. 1 have 
■hown the numeroue wave in which everybody, friend and critic, ean help. 1 have 
no desire to make anv elaborate statement indicating the ways in which people can 
help. Having stopped the publication of *Hari)an’ weeklies 1 We lost all desire f6r 
making public statements. This 1 am compelled to malm in Older to 
thank numerous inquirers and to allay public anxietv. 

Wardha, 7 tl~l940. 

5.— Payment of Fines by Satyaorahis 

A very serious question confronts me in connection with the straggle. In 
many places magistmtes have been imiHiKing heavy fines on Civil Resisters, To some 
cases without option of imprisonment. Civil Resisicrs must not and cannot 
complain of whatever penalty is imi»osc(l on them and a (iovernment will always 
take advantage of weaknesses of human nature, ilithcito I have advised that fines 
should not be volutnrily paid but that authortiies must he left to colleet fines by 
distraint, "ihe result during the last struggle was a great deal of heart burning 
an<i hitterncBB. Those who liought movables or immovables for a song incurred 
popular ill will. 1 ho|)e that if (4overiimcnt wish to touch imiutivable property they 
will not sell but confiscate it. For whenever the struggle ends immovable property 
is bound to be restored to the original owners —the resisters. The late Bombay 
(ioveriimcnt know how dillicult it was lor them to restore to the resisters the im- 
movable properties that had changed hands. I have however discovered what rosy 
be termed a flaw in the reasoning that I had .applied to the intliction of fines. 1 
now feel that even ns a register courts ini| rionincnt he is e-apecUsl to court any other 
form of puniahmciit, i. e- tines. Funiahmenl courted has to he ioyfully sulTored. 
Tlierefore when fines aic impohcil and the person fined is able to pay he ninst do 
so willingly. The result may naturally i>o that such a person will lie fined again 
and again. If lie persists m his resistance he may have no property left. This is 
noihing to be wondered at. .\s a matter of fact it is tlie essence of Civil Disolie* 
iiiencc that the resistcr luvomcs inditrcreni whether the authorities take away ail bis 
property or not. 'flierefore all propei innl ikthohh who wish to join the struggle 
should do BO well kiuivviii.*; rliat the wlioie of their property may he taken up by 
the (fovenimciit. 'riiis is a stniLtle which has ito ending except in success. There- 
fore those who may he tined sii<*iild pay cajili if they have it. If they have no cash 
and the Government attach their pntperty it should tie open U> their fhtmds buy 
the same. Tliis will be an dlcctive check on the cupidity of those who would 
twofil by exploiting others' h^ss and there will he no had iilcKKl. One i.oroHary to 
this reasoning is that even a** I had declared that every inch of immovable properly 
sold t)v eonfi8(*atcd by the (hucrniiicnt would have to he returned to the Uesisters 
so will every rupee taken in lines have to I’C iclurned to them on the struggle 
ending. It follow’B of course iliat those who pay ilie riiies will have to offer Civil 

JMsohcdiciice till tliey arc safely h>dge«l in jail. It hdlows also that those pro|)eriied 

peiHOiiB who do not wish to run the risk of losing their proi^rty must not join 
this Btriiggle. 1 hope however t!>at pamutic |)eo|)le who believe in the ellWacy of 
Civil Ilcsistancc will not tight shy of losing all the iK»sa«!asions. l^et them 
remember the w’ords of t^eili .iamiialal : *’l have lo’'g sitii’c come to realiie that 
much too heavy a price has hem and is being paid by the few for 

the enjoyment of wcalih and for the apparent safety on life. I*b6 pries 

paid is tne blood of the Inni^Hhing millions and the msnlincM of those w^ ehotild 
l>e ready to shed their blood for the dt fence of theiiiielves, their families and 
their country.” 

Sevagram, 

(>.— I s f »J; pi.x i>rN ci: 1 > \ v 

I hope that everv man and wom.'in in India, whctlicr Congressman or Other, 
will realise the gravity of the struggle and will resolve on the fortbeomiiig 
Indetieiidcnce l*ny upon dedicating himscll or herself to the ^vice of the couAtiy 
in terms of the millions. Sw.oaj Iwiw'd on noii-violencc does not naan nfn 
transfer of imwer. It should menu complete tlelivorance of the toiling yet starving 
millions from the dreadful evil of iroiiomic serfdom, ^iis cm only be attained 
by the propertied few identifying tliemeelves wiilt the millions ana by their 
readiness to sacrifice their all lor the lutters’ sake. It must be a iMy of 
fraternisation, abolition of untouchability from our licar^, givina up afnrituone 
liquors, self- spinning, and sale and spread of khadi and village mdustrlei. There 
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_ JMif teprootffionf torMinntinctn poblto Motive where the pledge mnj be ez« 
plifned danee by elnnee end ndminiftmd by the Obt innen end eolcmnly •eeeptod' 
Df the ondienee. Where there ere elieedy reetrietioni th^ mnet be obeyed* From 
eneh vohmtiiry obedienee conci the etien^ for end the right of civil rcfietenee. 

Plbdgb 

"We belive that it to an inalienable ria^t of the Indian people, aa of any other 
peepie, to have freedom and enjoy the fruita of their toil and have the neceaaitiea 
of llf4 ao that they may have fall opportnnitiea of growth. We believe alio that 
if any- G overnment deprivea a people of there righte aud oppresaes them, the people 
have a fnrtocr right to alter it or to aboliah it. The Britieh Government in India 
haa not only deprived the Indian people of their freedom but baa baaed itaelf on 
the eai^tatlM of the maaaea, and hre- ruined India economically, politically, 
enltmuly and apiritually. We believe, therefore, that India must sever the Britiah 
eonneetion and attain Pnrna Swaraj or Complete Independence. 

**We reeogniae that the moat effective way of gaining our freedom is not 
torongh violence. India has gained etren^ and aelf-reliaiicc and marched a. long 
way to Swaraj following peacclul and legitimate methods, and it is by adhering to 
three metboda that our counUy will attain Independence. 

*'We pledge ourarivea anew to the Independence of India and solemnly 
laaolve to carry out non«violently the struggle for freedom till INirua Swaraj is 

**We believe that non-violent action in general and preparation for non-violent 
direct action in particular, require successful a*orking of the constructive programme 
of Ftedlli communal harmony and removal of untouchability. Wc sliall seek every 
opportunity of spreading good-will among fellowmen without distinction of caste 
or creed, we shall endrevour to raise from ignorance and poverty those who have 
baen ncglaeted and to advance in every way the interests of tnose who are considered 
to be hrekward and suppressed. We know that though we are out to destroy tte 
imptealistic system we have no quarrel with Englishmen, whether ofKcials or 
BOD ofliciala. we know that distinction between the caste Hindus and Harijans 
most bo aboUahed, and llindua have to forget tlicse distinclioiis in their daily 
oonduet Such diatinctiona are a bar to non-violent condina. Though our religioua 
faith may be different, in our mutual relations wc will act as children of mother 
India, bound by common nationality and common i>olitical and economic interest. 

**Oharitea and Khadi are an integral part of o;ir constructive programme, for 
tte resuMitation of the seven hundred thousand villages of India and for the 
nmorel of the grinding fwverty of the masses. We shall tiierefore, spin regularly, 
use te our personal requirements nothing but Khadi, and so far as possible, 
piodneli of village handicrafts only and endeavour to make others do likewise. 

**We pladge ouraelvea to a disciplined observance of Congress principles and 
poHeire tea to keep in readiness to respond to the call of the Congress, whenever 
It may come, for carrying on the struggle for tlie independence of India. 

"In view ol the tact that individual Civil Disobedience has already commenced 
pad that a large number of Congressmen have already been imprisoned all over 
* ' duty ol every Indian to concentrate with redoubled 
without the fulfilment of which no civil 
. ns to win and retain Swaraj. Concretely 
ebnateietive programme means the universalisation of handspining and 

[ and popularisation of village industries and village products. We recognise 

tiial ofltetive spread of non-viblenoe must bring communal harmony and complete 
of nntonteabili^ in every ahape and form.” 


ana tnas a large numoer ox v^ongrewinen 
India, it becomes the spaoial duty ol ever 
and on tte oonatrudive mogramme, wit 
dtobtetoea, mare or todinduid, can hrip u 


7.— Aimanr or tbb Ooxoeebb Pbebidbnt 

Long baiore hto nnenacto d arrest Maulina Saheb had announoed that before 
; OiTil Disbbedienoe he would vieit Sevagram and discum with me important 

limfing tte communal question as. also such other matters. But it was 

not to te. Non-popolar Bidres do not diaelbae their intentlona to- the people. They 
iBoir Item to be inferred from their acta. Periiapi it is a legitimate infereooe 
to tew tram Sahteh premature (from the Gongrem stand-point} arrest 

Itel tteff te not want him to meet na. Then can be no cause for oomiteut in 
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?***■ not b« especM to oomiiH CongnH (onvcBiaieOi Bat it h rrmtflr 

I? •» tlut the nilen here no Uto to OMunm om^oSSl 

thw do eoneider me to be • kuaTe, bat they domtoSerM totes 
fool. In to doing they only follow many othen who think tlito«tonwMto M 

??* ^ feTu*®'?!** ****“* T >«MMg thelrtSCeSr MU 

** "flii * Pfnpnwjttnn te it. Our etrngKl* thetetare-coneiete in ebowlag tost oar 
aon-Tidltoee>H nmtherji rlo^ to hide oar violenee or haired, -^r nimillto 

for vMMoee in 'tbe .near er-diatant foloM. — 

nnmbere going to yMI bat on 'the enm ttotal Of -Ihe parity and aen-TMenee we^tM 

Tif^t type. Iliey will iHMiHvely hum tkt jnofemwt. If tli^ mn M liw 

me there is no tnmiim hfck. lAether I here fneny or reiy frer fi 
Ik ^ m^tiUid ee e fool but etnmi;. ihen ee e k«ire 

oowttd. ’die whole «odd tmiidiete nf oleim I ibmI i 

the ilrttf^e ie God-isoided. 1 but a hninhlc lll•lrllmellt in Hie heed, 
flee Koidatuw, reel .or jmepiiery. 1 ehoiild icel utterly tepoleiit to ^ 
bunlcNi I etn «iifi|ioecd .to be ereigriiifCe 

Idrt reo i»ow eey how I iritneiiw the etroKcle. VenfaM «dheb hoidiv - 
ettmeerer tmmiitcde Surety Iheeldeiri in mjnihm 


ho approved ivj me. ft ie not nooeoNny tliot i 

tire Cotunrereieii Iroin me mb ere of willeKe te Provinehd < ____ 

re he in iail if thqr are tt 4md opiifwred hj me. If thre m note 4^ reeioa of 
heellli or olhttmtu, liny cennot be eeperted to ftmeUom rerere In Ton eome enf 
tliet too under my onproveL Ko fraih eleetiene ere to take ylere to i^eee thoeo 
who will here gimm. 'fhe idee hi nitiamteiy lor every Oregawimen to ret an lihi 
own omI he hie mm foeeidmit hut no body eiede. lliet ie dm ooneeplioo ed m 
eoaifdeteljr iion-violeBt iiietitiidiin or eedety. ICot mndi dhoedon ie weeuMI hw 
ihoee who have ieerat the mt ef oufKrini;. fireiw Ixidy kn ow the eonditione m 
hai to liillil for erfortius dtnem fer (dbHiiR Ciiif Dieehedietiec. Thu mm hi 
eauliy complied wiih hy otiy adult idio ie aoeod iu hedy and mhid. ito dMIhuitf 
ee re aetioii ariwM eo Vmoe at 1 em left free. For nobody coo mioii to diaeot 
etaiou without tny cMimwit lly iMtenOon not to court emit alddee hat the ndire 
may have a diiToreiit idea. If it eeaiee, it will he the reel time of freedom iwm 
esternal eoutrol be It m-er eo nonviolent ne alee of true teet for ereryonc. I nm 
not to appoiiit « eiUH^eeior. Thue if I am nneeled cwery one will he under the dUrn i gm 
line of hie or her own conneieiiree In thcore ihrrefore a time mi^ eoM wImb 
millione will be iudgee of Uicir own dtocM to oner Oivil Difobedince 

*lliie ie not a eirtiiride which raa he ended t|aic*kly. We ere rmieHoBmi 
antluirity thei ie in itself s^ui'idiiift to Aisht to life reainet.a eUibboro ioe. ^Die 
authority ie n-Uicd to aTietion whk*li knowi oe ilefeet. .Thoee wheee Ufe Ie In 
dsnuer either nwdiiy yield on what they reuafd ae non eee en tial. or A^ht to the 
end on what they re^^ard ee eeeential. Its refnaal to eoneede onr demand dhowo 
that they think that onr strii};f;le comes under the latter ent^ory. Therefore oar 
etruKisle miiet he eoieriniiioiis at Icaet wilh the iSiiropeen. Hence every ooo who 
offers Civil l)isobedieiu*c and nets a idiort term dhoiild kuow that oa every eeieoie 
he hea to repeat Civil I >im>bedieiice till the end of tlie etrtifEgle. 

There are two tarti<s rleiDandiiif; attention. I have already ieeuad a note about 
6nea without the option of imprisonment. ^ 

The otlier is that of not arresltng Civil Rcaisters at all. In each eaoe the 
resislcre slioiiM merrh on foot in easy stages in the diiection of Delhi. It My hi 
evea two or three miles fier day. The resister will march Ukiiig such food ee the 
villagers may provide. 

Sevayram, Wardha^ iQ-l-JBii. 

8.— National Flag and Kuadi 

I obMrve that in the rnni.b people paj for and wear paper n^llie t^oar 
badget. Now the tricolour ha. merit liecaiiM of the materwl. that la Kbadi ol 
which it U made and i* a .ymlml of ideiitificytioii with tlw maiaea and of mM> 
Tiolenen. Therefore badgee roii.t be made of Khadt Metal and paper he^ee hare 
no value for Congreaaincii aave ai auiierfioui decoraliona. At thia time of tri^ for 
u« all 1 would expect Congtemmen and thoee who are in eymmt^ with It to 
dbeerre the neceiearT rules of eotidact. No detail can to legaided to too tnHing 
lor attention. For an aggregate of detidle makce a pnneiplt. 

Sevapram, ti-i-tOil. 
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9.— -liETTER TO All Editors 
Sevagram, January 1^4 1 

Dear Editor : 

Wc liAvc bfoome tisccl to the Press rar thftt we hardly know that there 
is a partial paralyaia ol the press. In the name of *'war elTort’* all honest expression 
of opinion, if it is opi>ose(l to war efibrt as conceived by the ofhcial world, is 
eifocttvelv snppressed/iinlcKS an enterprisinti; editor or finblisher risks the loss of his 
press. Thus my own effort, if my honesty he not quest ioned, is the true effort to 
end all war and therefore in no way anii-Hritish or pro-Ciermnn. If public opinion 
desired suppression, the Press would on its own initiative exclude news nnd opinions 
disliked ity the )>nblic. But in India the majoriiy of Indian Editors would gladly 
publish all the news about Hatya^raha if there wsa no 

I wish to use my case by way of ilhiBlratiori. For the conduct of the 
campaign and for tlie sake even of keetdni; it within restraint I have to issue 
slateineiits from time to time. Dtirinu four days two out of three such statements 
were suppressed. The reason assiji^ned was as follows : 

1. — January mil. 

'T am writing this to inform you that Mahatma Gandhi’s statement of 
.Tannory li re/nrdiii^ continuance of tho civil disohedience movement was sub- 
mitted for press advice hy two of the press agencies but was not passed for 
publication. 

*T am accordingly brinKi>^lS above fact to your notice.” 

2. — January Util, 

I am writiin; this to inform you that Mahatma Gandhi's statement of January 

0 rei^ardiii^ payment uf Hues by salya^^rahis which was submitted for presa advice 
by two uf the press a^tMicics. was not passed for publication, as beitiR a prcindical 
rct»ort (rontainin^ incitement to carry on anti-war civil disobedience. 

‘i am accurdini'ly brint;iu};( the above fact to your notice.” 

I used to send my statements throii^'h the nsnal news agencies. But when I 
found that they were censored. 1 had to send my statements to selected newspapers 
and so they found pla<‘C in some of them. You can iurl^e for yourself whether 
they were oi)jectionai)le news. I'liis mcthml of sending statements on chance 
publication is precarious. As 1 had no iiitention of extciidinp: civil disobedience 
to the special IMcss laws and ordinances I Btopi>ed the three Uarijan weeklies 
whose chief aim was to propagate non-violence and what is known as the con- 
structive proi'ranimc. 1 do not want so far as possible to extend the scope of 
civil disobedience beyond the present limit. But 1 do not know that I can exercise 
that restriiint if the Press abdicates its function of publishing relevant news. 

1 therefore appeal to the Press not to succumb to tho rsu but to assert its inde|>en- 
dence by publishin)^ alt tiic satya^raha news in its fullness. Of course it is open 
to the editors to criticise and cunaemii the movement or the statements that may 
be issued. Eilitors can signify tlieir disapproval of the rbk by either publishing 
the offending statements and risking proseoiitioii or even confiscation of the Presa 
or by stoppiiiR publication of their pa|)er8 altoRether by way of protest. These 
are only two out of many ways for signifyinR your disapproval. 

I observe that the btaiidiiiR Committee of Editors is meeting on the let 
proximo. Tho Committee is ex|)ected fearlessly to vindicate the liberty of the 
Press. It must cease to be the iK)vier it should be if it submits to suppression 
of free public opinion. 

I need hardlyMdraw attention to tire fact that in a Biihjcct country like India, 
the liberty of tne Presa is doubly precious. And your reeiionsibiliiy, if you 
represent Brliish-owned press, is very great at the present critical moment in the 
history of this country. 

1 need hardly also draw attention to the fact that I represent uii-adiiltereted 
non-violence whoac spread can do iiolrody any barm. It is false and cruel to 
1 could have anything in common with Naxism of Fascism because I 
happen to oppose Iroiietialism. 

Youre sincerely, 

(!5o.) M. K. Gandhi. 

10.— Bbply ro THE 'Times of India’h^ Criticisms regarding the l\)LH;y 
OF Non vioijsnck. 

Hir, 

Your word to me written so earneetly in your issue of February 7 demands 
a reply* 
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‘o »y ‘"I* «»«* powibility ot Uia 
dcDMed taitmui nature to t«8|x>iid to nou'Violeuce. It w the CMence of 
"'‘PO'i"®"- That I mV'ot exprm mTSdf^ 
rtSnS.A lin?iu ’fhf !«« •» hiRhiy nrobahle. But 

toMoSi^ to lruen^lJ-vCc^ «ou-nolenc« ot dUtn.M the hulrer'e ca|*city 

wholl> ina|>i)lK^ble. A uiati U not iitvcMarily iion-viuleiit 
wniR. Ihe Czechp, the Danca, the Aimiriaua and the Tolee 
nay have ail acted most ariaely hut eerlamly not non-violcmly. If they cciuld 
put up auccCBafui nrnieu rcsiataiicc, they uonld have done ao and wottld have 
dwrvea well of their < ounirymen. Nor is it for me to blame them for aiib* 
miMion wlien resiataiice iiecaiuc vain. It was, hoac^or. in order to meet eiich 
^nUnKenciea and in order to enable even the phjhically wrakcat iiersotie not to 
feel powerlera i^ainBt phyaicaliy strong imrHOiiB fully iiriiip<t with the modern 
weapoitt of ^ dMtrnctioii that ^atya;>raha was diMMuered and aitplicd in 
DOUto Africa in lJUf. And it has since been Hiiccoaafidly appliini under vaiyini; 
and even batning circumstanccB. You will please cxcubc me for refusinu to draw 
a dittinclion in kind between the forces 1 ha\c had to e<»pc with hiihcito and 

l*ulirer attacked India. The ptosiHSoi of 
hie killiun every 8atyai;rahi canaea mither terror nor flcsirtkir. If India has to 

f o throttith such a pulsatory and if a fair nninbcr of efaiva^iiuhia face Ihe 
^uhrer’a army and die without malice in their breasts, it would Ins a new 
eaperience^ for^ him. Whether he resttonds or not, I am fpiitc clear that tlume 
Satyagrahia facing the army will j;o down to hiatory as hero(*a and heroinet at 
leait equal to thoae of whom we learn in fiibles or cold history. 

You are, however, on Ubb weak ground when you tloidii ihe honesty or non- 
violence of my compaiiioiiB. You are entitled to throw the rot)na reaolutiuii in 


that the rouua 
weakness. As 


r my momentary weakness. As to the want of horieety or 
ice, 1 can only say tluit Uie lutnre alone will sbow whether 


rcBoliiliim would 
the want 


not have 


my face. 1 have already confessed 
been pasted but for 
defective non-violence, 
satyagrahia were only BO-callcd dr as hontHi and true as hiiinan beings can be. 
1 can only asBert that every cate has been taken in making the selection to 
eniure a fair standard of non-violence. 1 admit, however, that hyisHTites have 
undoubtedly crent in. Uut 1 entertain the belief that vast ina)ority will bo found 
to be true. The Congress president has been frank enough to define the 
limitaUont of bis non-violence. Hut so far as 1 know his mind-aiid uoltody 
does if 1 do not — his non -violence will bo proof against any temptation within 
the lirniU defined by him. 

I should undertake to engage in non-violent resistance to the Fulirrr if 1 
had companions with the Maulana ^uheb’s cirmiiiscrilied bcliif. W heiher 
auch non-violence can stand the test or not is a moot qiicaiioii. 1 have ai^hieved 
success till now with such material. 

You are incorrect in attrihnliug to roe a demand for iinfcilercd liliorty of the 
prees or apeech. What 1 have said if that there ahould be unfettered lilierty 
provided that it is not inconsistent with non-violence. You say that Congress 
miniatcfs* resirictive action went beyond the proving If it did, it was certainly 
agMnst the declared Congress |)olivy and can be no guide or criterion for me. 

unkindest cut is coatained in Uie insinuation that roy demand for free a)Wfi*b, 
subject to the proviso mentioned, was a device for aqueeiing iiolitk'al cottccsatniis 
froas the British. There would be nothing f>oliticslly wrong if iKiliticsl conccssione 
were demanded even at the pmnt of civil disoi>ediciH*e. But it is a matter of piablie 
knowledge that the Poona resolution has lapsed. And in se far aa I am ooncennal, 
U rematiis lapsed m hmg as the war lasta. Civil disobedience would certainly be 
withdrawn if free speech is genuinely recognised and ^e status quo rcst^eih 1 
have never stated during previous movemenis that they were likely to be long 
drawn out But 1 havedoue so this Ume bctauss i believe ^st there can he no 
eetUement with the Coegresa short of complete indepfiidetice during the iiemleiN-y 
ol the war. for the eimpie reason that the Congreaa cannot commit Ussif to active 
bdp to the wtf with men and money. That would 

of non-violence which the Congress has poraued for Ihs laai ^0 yean and 
todcpcndence cannot come through any aetUement while the war jmda Iherefnrs w 
tor aa 1 know the Coogresa will be satisfied with the fullest freedom to grow to 
non-violence. The Coogreia demand coocerna all peraona and pmUea 

Yon eoh M to the Ihee of nil these tocte whether It Is tohr uc morally right 
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lo fUMtne bli (ny) picseot Ton bare mwned the qncetion yonnelf 

In the anttlive But I may not nec«]ii jour niAver. In tl>€ first |ilaire. as ahowii 
dbofo, I no not nibaeribe to yonr faetn. Hecondly, to acontt your aiissrer will he to 
danlaae my utter inndirency. 1 would he tiatme to the faith 1 hare nnwaveriiif;ly 
held now for nearly half a cenluij in the effieary of non*violcu<^. I may aeeiatiitrly 
fall, llmt eren at the rUk of briiiK (waipleUy mianjidBiatood I miiat lire and act 
aoeofdiaK to my faithjand belief that I am aerviiic India. Britain and hnmaaitT. 1 
do not mUtk well to India at the expenee of Britain na 1 do not wiefi well to 
Britain at ..the expenee of Germanj. UHlem arill eonm and Tkoee '.who britere 
>llHll*wiMn*tlie Fillii«r dies or ia odeated hie afurt will die, err ^^rievoiialy. What 
matteia la bow we react to auch ^spirit— rioientW or noa-viuieniiy. if we react 
wldtaatly/iia 'feed that eril apiiit If we act non^^-iolaitlj we atBEtliHe it 

Ton aAk.me to.derolc myaelf to internal tiniiy. Well, my twmiiiin for it ia aa 
old aa > Chat for iiou^rioienre. Indeed* my firat non-riolent ext^iraejit.ouCaide the 
llm domcatie eirele .waa to promote that unity. And J lind eonaidenilile auceem. 
'AJwkypu tlimfatt:tD:hcllere me that^my rtorC for nnim ia amt lauaiwnded but 
inianaiwl^by «the .praaeitt morement The lerent beaniy of noMridleut eflbii lira 
dn .tlmflaet thnt JIa ifnllnie ean ao|y thnrm thoae wlm me in H, arhila dta aoeoeaa 
dimimTlOtpromoteidll rxauud good, 
flhrq^af. lO-ft-imi. 

IL«-J‘ikn.!lwrR»viicw wrm mB^CoscjuaM raanmr 


I smnat wmm the rpilUlie (Ogaiuat ianmaliatle fiMea of imnpnniion. 
■rlnnoe need 'be mUMhadtlo .niy tiaita lodi^r Tej Mhndiir Bai^jutd there 
lghig*qttite naudentalhf iKunwar 6ir Jagdiahinwaad. then Bandk jUlnaiffaB and 
__jfnatniiig iollMiifig »ii Wjjayn Luxmi Ifhndit and finally Jlmdann onheb 
AM ftnlnm AewL 'IDhm mereznirof rthem iriendly riaile edmlljr wtmnnngad mhen 
1 Afit Benmmm far jAfinlbad. d ihad gone far .one aatemo n end Ihnt Alone. 
Vmrnt IMe either mafit 9 »ditt wren ;piirel j eneidentel. 1 ader to my meeting 
maan atnfiania and OeihiRatt moihem. Bir Tf} iBihariar I meat In mat heoaiMB 
Iw mm jA&aig. Wo jam old drienda. Be mne ^ hare eame lo aaemehut 
i terd that ba ama m 9 Iniiatcd on going *Jto him. Ko dodn, am inllMd 
inUfical dlimtian atnd wren more •hont ithn Hindn-Umlim indbhun. 
li eriin droinml in wad jdho *wm lo dinead Bir T<j Bahndnrh jained 
mthrmnliim. Bat Md liw idUghtaat ndliiied tbnpoctauee nttadma 1# thraa 
emmrmfiona. We talhed no liidi\dduhle and net wifii mxard to any miarinn. Bhr 
Tni Bahai^* ia anxioua (wlm m -natj 4o end the ' pmae ii t .deadlock. He would gi«a 
any Biing lo Mug about fiindtt*iloalim unity. Bn nscrihea to me mnt-mamh 
TwfnrPj for Mnging ahant ni^'. Jagdim ia am Icm miiom, Bnt iha 
lawi wem no more than a frimully intenkanm of riema. Aa to the riait to 
Bakariyi^i Udmiaj Uie tame tliiog lii^ncd. mt hm aged. He imgbt not to 
talk aliont mrrent crenta. Ha ia tao weak. But llm ^ 1 MlD«try*a affiura are hia 
daily food. He nrili ecaae to think ohool them nhea be i*emee to end and think 
of tna Bhngwat nud Gita. lluMa Bangs ore Uie bveatfi of hie life nod they will 
atop wUh Bm elo|«nga of kia liat hmth. Wlm kitowa but thnt he will 
them where me diaembodied a|aiit fore T It waa a firhrilege to meet these 
friende bat our talka hare no beaiiiig an the fmlitical eitnaBon in the oonntry. And 
there eoold be none in the pmdy priaon %mita to the Mnninan and Bhri Vijayn 
Lnxmi Pandit. 

I know that the imaginary deee ri ptiona of each riaita nod the eagemem with 
which the pnbltc fierour them show their deeire lor communal unity and a 
eolation bf the fxilHical deadlock. Bot mere desire will take us no nearer ite 
fulfilamnt. For fulfilment can only come through common action on the part of 
those who ahan the desire. All are searching for common action. Speculation 
iiiterferea with the search. Bo far as tlm Congreaa it eoncernad its policy and 
action baaed thereon are well-knowB. It ia grots misrepresentation to loggesi that 
the Clongrem ia out for securing terms for itself. Freedom of speech ia for all e?en 
aa Independence will be lor all. The contents of the latter will be decided not by 
the Omgrem but by the vote of all. And if it ia to be achieved non-violently it 
follows that the mere vole of the maioriiy wilt have little play. The charier of 
iiidepondence must be Uie product of the willing consent of the minoriUea and 
other relevant interests which are not in conflict with Urn iutereats of the vast mam 
of Indian humanity. 

Be this at it may in order Uiat all Uie unite may have full freedom of 
aipretaiou even aguinst the war itself Uie i'uitgrcss has embarked upon ISvU 
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Diiobedieim Tliat k eoDtribation of the Congrese to the fulfilment of the 
<mmon deeire. As an effort in direct action it must hold the fidd till a better 
IB found. 

Strong objectipn has been raised agaiaat mj interpertation of the Bombaj 
reflation. I Kgsrd it as a true iaterpreUtimi. But it is that of an indifidual. 
1 have no anUKVitj from the Congreas to interpret or vary the Congress resolutions. 

fwwctiou of the Ftesident, the Working Committee and 
JS* A*.?* authority I have is to conduct the campaicn of 

Civil Disobedience. But ^len the time for aettlement comes it will bejtor the 
Worbng iDommittee to decide what the terms shall be. My contribution will be 
confined to advising the Comasittee. The Working Committee may reject the inter- 

E relation I have ^ven. It or the A. 1. C. C. may even alter the resolutions they 
are passed. Meanwhile let every one whether Congretemeo or others lie guided 
by the Bom My resolution and not by my interpretation. I have therefore, failed 
to understand m consternation created by my atatement that there can be no 
aettlement abort of independence during the pendency of the war. 

Sevagram e-S-4i, 


12.— National Week, April 6—13, 1941 

The National Week will be soon upon us. Its observance has a double purpose 
(1) to achieve self-purification through fasting on the 6th and 13th At»ril and (2) to 
increase mass conacionaness by greater concentration on constrtirtive work. The 
•ixth of April 1919 saw exhibition of a audden and unexpectedly high spirit of 
Bwsdeshi and mass manifestation of communal unity and a determination on the 
Mrt of Congress Hindus to get rid of the canker of untouchability from Hinduitm. 
Dwadeahi centred itself on Khadi at it was the central village indiiatry of a 
universal character. During the twenty years since 1919 the constructive programme 
baa widened. The other village tndustriea have found expression through the 
A.I.V.I.A. Education has been linked with the villagera through liindiistenl 
Tbimi Sanghe. Tliere has been greater concentration on impressing women in the 
national service and therefore regarding them as vslued co-workers on a par with 
men. Ihe widening and working of the constructive programme is the only way 
in which active non-violence can express itself. Civil disobedience comes, if it must, 
at the end of the constructive programme, never in the beginning. W'e saw 
through experience that we bad to retrace our steps in 1919 as Civil resistance had 
been resorted to without preparation through constructive service. Diaoliedicnee of 
laws can never be civil unless the resisters have learnt the art of voluntary 
obedience. 'Jhis is impossible without tangible, co-operative work reouiring exact 
discipline and voluntary and whole hearted obedience to rules and regulations. 

Civil resistance is merely lawful and obligatory only in some eases whereas 
constructive work is obligatory on all who belong to a non-violent organisation. 
And civil resistance can be effective only when it is backed by constructive effort 
on a mass scale. Success of civil resistance can be measured by the sueeesa of 
constructive effort. Therefore I hoive that all Congress workers will during the 
National week 6th to 13th April devote their time to the constiuctive programme, 
Khsdi and other village industries have always played a prominent part in the 
programme. For all young and old, men and women, can take part in It and the 
work can be measured in arithmetical terms. It is to be hoped that the nsponao 
will be much greater than ever before. 

13.— Talk with the “Times of India Sfw ial Correbfondent 


acknowledge 


leading 


very carefully listened to the advance i»rcss cOf>y of 
ing article which must have apijcared this morning i 
the friendly tone of the article, and I wish I could 


f *The Times of 
in Bombay. 1 
have |g?en an 


encouraging reply ; but I cannot 

1 adhere to all that I said at the initiation of the struggle. When I lannched 
out, I had no foolish illusion about a sudden miracle bapwning. ^ft was conceived 
to be, and it remains a silent declaration of unqnencbable fmtk In the imwer of 
non-violence even in the midst of eircumstanccs so terrible and aA^IrnffliDf as lace 
the world today. 

1 bdim non in tlm efficacy of the iDf^culeb^owe^en Ineiwitable 
Divinity than in the cflieaey of the calculated and cgknlaUMnjM tfait Oe 
J0®h«nad ponren of deatrnetfan can bring into play Mtju fla^ jOint 

ueakubffila bne baa or the other to act anMii»-knaM|a,ei«ei. Ho# 

and Mhea I coMOt aqr* WkattNr Hat >gcocy ia tba OiffiiKaa i oannot 
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■Aj. I proceed anon the faith that today the Coogreae ia the only omniaation. 
howeirer ^ imperfect^ however wanting in faith aa an organiaatioii. etfUthe oolf 
organiaation that otanda defiantly for peaceful meaaurea. 

•oUx as I am concerned, there ia no drawing back. 
Whether civil disobedience is offered by one or many la of no moment it most 
Mntinue rainst all odds. Congressmen can certainly repudiate it in more ways 
timn one. It will then cease to be an organisational movement and therefore I will 
admit it will cease to«be effective in any shape or form. But l would be content if 
I still retain the faith to be the solitary witness of the power of non-violence*. 

I must resolutely deny that this movement whether in conception or in 
execution, ia communal or anti-Muslim or anti-English. There ia sufficient evidence 
for those who want to notice it to show that extraordinary precaution ia b^g 
taken to kera the movement within limits and absolutely innocuous. 

Blany Govern men t people have admitted that it is wholly inefiective according 
to their conception. The writer of the article has said as much from his standpoint 
And both are right. It was never intended that it would create an appreciable 
Impression upon the war effort, but ' it is a moral, and from that standpoint a 
grand protest against the conduct of the war in the name of a free people. It is 
a token of the yearning of a political organisation to achieve die frmom ol 
290,000,000 people tliroiigh purely non-violent effort and therefore to affect the 
future destiny of the world. Again an ambitious claim, but it is there. 

If I can help it, the Congress will disdain freedom at the eacrifice of a 
ainxle legitimate interest that is consistent with the interests of the dumb 
miliione, whether they arc liindtis, Muslims or others. I mutt deny that if the 
Congrese had licld on to office in the seven proviiicci the Pakiatan cry would 
have been leee loud than it it today ; but the giving up of office had an infinitely 
more moral baaia than the avoidance of a tussle with Muslim intereete or any 
other intereete. The fundamental batia waa Indiana dieeociation from the war 
effort to which it wae never invited to be party. This is putting it in its lowest 
term and in bald political language. As you knowt my own basis is still more 
abatract, ttill more moral aud itill more universal, but ou that account nonethtleaa 
real or leas practical, 

I make bold to say that when the clash of arms has ceased and we have 
■etiled down to peace, permanent or iroiiermanent, history will record that the 
Oongreaa fight in its totslity was a supremely moral fight and free from any 
Injury to man’s dignity. 

To conclude this very unsatisfactory reply, ea it would appear, to a friendly 
geeture. I went to plead one thing. Would friends ask me at this inpreme 

moment in the lifes of the world and my own life, to deny a faith that has 

sustained me for nearly half a century ? And let me interpolate one thought, 

however unwelcome it may be. I am convinced that if Britain will only be true to 

India then, whether the Congress withdraws the struggle or not. everything can he 
eetlled eatiefactorily Hut unfortunately British statesmen have choacn the wrong 
path and have put imaginary ohstaclct in the way of India’s freedom. But that 
fa a chapter on which i have no desire to dilate. 

Wardha, J9»4-I94i. 

M.— CoMMrKAi. Riots 

Hindu Muslim rioU that have broken out in many iroporUni plsM la the 
country must have saddened all sane people. My gtlef, however ia apeeial. 
The Congreaa influence seems to have been practically unfelt during the dark days. 

We have provCd oiirsclvei barbariaiie and cowards in these placea. Areoo, 
loot and killing of Innocent people including children have ^ common ahaoat 
all the placea. Thouaaude have run away from their homee for fear of tlelf livok 

Congreaa influence was not to be measured by the numbw of membsm oa te 
Congress register but by its leavening quality. It baa bro shown cleaiiy imat the 
influence ia negligible in riots and the like. Individual^csM amul the OimieiB 
product little or no influence ox er either the Muslima or ^e Hindna in ^ afcted 
areas, l^ro the accounts mwived it seems that Muslim fanat i y in Dacca and 
Ahm^abad did their worst In inflicting damage on Hindu property by ipote Mjd 
burning with a deliberation that sJsowed premeditaDou. Bindv^ hmM oi boldly 
standing up and facing the mischief-makers, fled m their thoutands horn tha ^gee 
sons. And where ihey did not, they were as barbarous as the aaailnts. nm 
were all untoiirh^ by ne Conitnw non-vioirn'c. And yet tbew w, tha inea wm 
form the bulk of the CongrcM meetingt. 
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If the OonereN hes no eootral OTer the meseei on eneh oooaiiOBi^ IhM it Ml 
Hindi ralne in Conf^reM non-nolenoe as a positiTe foree. The CoA|pess eaaMi Mi 
rhsTfce of tiie Goremment if the British suddenly withdraw. TM are aol Uhdj 
to do so without a desfmte eflbrt But British Tslour cannot it/km Omwnttmm 
brsTe or fit for shouldering the resi^nsibility of Goremment 

At the present moment the British Government is preooenpied. It ii a me rfel 
bow they hold sway over four hundred million people. Thdr smasittg eelf-soofidenee 
and their skill in the use of destructive weapons enable them to hold India hi 
bondage. But they may not be expected to keep the peace even to the esMt thpy 
do in normal times. Tney will ensure their control atijrhow but they will allow ns 
to kill one another and come in only when that control ta in dnngar. 

Congreaamen'a course is clenr. They must examine the conteati of thdr 
non-violence. If it does not go as far aa the r^ulation of inter-oommnnal and 
•nch other relations, it is of no use for the acquisition of Independence. 1 prophesy 
that without pervasive non-violence of the brave, when the queation of ml tiSBifv 
of power cornea, it won’t be the Congresa who will bava the privilegt and M 
reapooaihility of delivering the gooda. 'ihe power will descend to thoae who are able 
to make effective use of violence. 

in Europe two forcesi equsllj matched in destructive skill and bravery, are mild 
againat one another. The goal before both it domination. In apite of all the 
will in the world 1 have found no difference in kind between the two. The 
difference in degree does not interest me. The British heel is bad enough lor me. 
As a man wedded to independence and non-violence, I must fight Naslem and 
Fsscism equally with the enslaving British Imp^alism. Bot has the Ooagnaa 
really the non-violent strength even lo fight this iroperinlism whieh we now 
through and through ? Hitherto it waa a ease of seising power bit by Ml. Bnl 
every Indian poMticiao knows that there never waa the alighteat on the 

pari of the Brttiah to part with real iiower. And now wa have it ie ita nekniam 
from Mr. Aroery that we may exj^eet no auoh thing peacefully fiom Britiih 
authority. We have to fight for it either violently or non- violently, whether It la 
tbs Cougreas or the League or the Hindu Mahaaabha that fights for It I am 

tatiafied that the two sectional organiaatioai will never win Independenea lor lha 

masses, Hindu, Muslim. Christian. Hikh. Parai, Jew. The Congreae is the Only 

organisation that haa laboured for national solidarity from the oegianlng. Bnl 
that labour will be vain if the Cungrets does not prove true to ite trnet 1 do 
not mind Congressmen changing their creed in spite of many leadmt briag la 
isil or openly tesving the Congress. I can see my wm to rebnilding the 
Congress with five true men with whom there is neither Hindu nor MneHm nor 
any other. Religion is s personnl matter. It oimbt not to affect the politieni ffMd. 

Then what should a Congressman do ? He must rcaointely itfnst to taka 
sides and defend with bis life and without the use of violence the peraoa who ia 
in diairem aa did (or instance three women in Abmedabad. I have no doobl 
there are many such individual instaocea unknown to me. Cowards will Mvar 
bring peace or independence. He must therefore Cell the masses never to ffy from 
danger and that if they cannot follow his way they must defend themamves la 
the beat way they can. What ia rtqnircd is a brave heart— a poaamsion whieh 
is in nobody's giving nnd which therefore can never be Uken awny. Ha maal 
instil into his neighbours the lesson thst even violence enti be both daowit m4 
indecent. It is no bravery to kill unawares an innocent person becaoae ha dbaa 
not baloDg to ona'a religion or to burn hit property Thoee who do to dhfiada 
their religion nnd tberoselves nnd positively mar the effort for Independent 

Let me give some farther illustrationa of whnt n Congrtnemnn ahowld do la 


given circumstaneea. 

A Congrmaman hu no enemy. While he will not amk tha protacllaa of 
the polica or the military, he will not interfero with them in the nerfmmani of 
their doty but be will not hesitate to loaa hia life if naad ha ia elimhiBg Mm 
when they ara partial or axoeeding their authority. This will a ppa a r a dMamaaa 
doctrina Bat it ia not 11 it ia eulor^ fully. Far If tha CoBawaamaa caaMtaai 


doctrina Bat it ia not 11 it ia eutoreed fully. Far II tha CoagaMmaa caai 
baa anad, ha will ba tha aallciar and not iba pallea or tha mlttmay • 1 


ibat a wanuamaa baeauMba waa hvave. Intett wuMa , tavad wMati a 

bamM k^aa by dimply boVBng M briM at an oMot's baaaa and teSMMas 
in iim neoaate, ibat ba may not give tha oeder to fisa and that ha* tha ynaagmaa 
— woald laaaoB with tha aio^. imd diiparoa th o rn,, ^ 

. wSisA v,sssjs-srj‘iL!i: ■ss'usnt 
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•tin gift hif life in begging • pisenge from tbe opposing Muslims. The 
immediate result mej be sera. But the Congressman irill have left a legacy 
of ooo»irlolent bravery. It will be good practice in non-violencoe. Let ua learn 
from the British people the art of recklessly losing life and property. The tame 
role appUea to a Muslim procession passing through a Hindu locality. We almll 
never learn the art of mutual forbearance and toleration till some of us, though 
perfectly innocent, have staggered Indian humanity by losing our livea. 

A crowd if bent upon setting on 6re the property of one community or 
another or desecrating a mosque or temple. Congressmen whether one or many 
will give their lives to prevent mob fury. 

A stray man attempts to stab a passer-by. At the risk of his life, a 
CoDgreasman will pluck the knife out of the hands of the would-be miscreant. 

CongreMmen may gasp on reading this note and particularly the illustra- 
tions and aay *imposMble*. well, attainment of tndepeiidejice is siill more im- 
possible whether by violent or non-violciit means. But what seems imjmssible 
to one lacking faith will become iKMsible to those who have faith. And it ta 
aaid that faith can move mountains. I know, this, that neither independence nor 
eommtinal nnity ie poaeible without ample aacrifice, bravery and self 'confidence 
wbieh is but another name for faith. 

15.— Bihar Riots 


I have juat read an account of the unfortunate riuts in Bihar. As soon as 
A mire was received on the 3rd instant by Kinendra Rabu from Shri 
Bnehidanand Singh that a dangerous situation was developing in Bihar, he 
naponded by haatening to Bihar. 

The account of the riota makes painful reading. I have atudicd the various 
•lAtements regarding them also. Kaiendra Babu has gone to Bihar to put in the 
mhflle o! hit weight in favour of sanity and iieace. Thii it bis first wire to me 
aftff reaching there : “Situation improving but etill panicky uncertain. Mnthura- 
beba, Shah Sahib touring myaelf proceeding with volunteers’*. I know that be 
mlU five a good account ol hlmaslf. Peace will somehow l>e restored if it has not 
been elreedy by the poli<'e and the nrtlitary. But this can only be a aupcr- 
Imposed peace. Raiendra Baba’s as every Congressman’s and for that matter 
every eane citieen’a buaineas ia to find out the cause of the riote. Unless Uiis ia 
dime, thers ia no likdihaod of permanent peace. I observe that tiie riots started 
with the reaentroeiit over the obeervaiicca of the auti'Pakistan Day. Paktaian 
And Amti-Pakiatan obaervaiices and ibe like have come to stay. As national 
eOAteionanesa grows and embitiona rtae righ, such observances will multiply. 
But why can we not conduct oureeivea decently inspite of theae ? Why 
•hnuld we be , 90 Utterly intolerant at not to suder one aiiother’a views ? And 
then why ahonld we show our iuioierAiice as if we were savages ? 

I Am quite oonvinoed that the chief burden for tlie voluntary preaervation 
of piAoe tiea on the ahouldcrs of the Cougreee, the dldeat, the best organised and 
Ihi most popular orgaiiiaatinn in India. It must be admitted that the vaat raa]orily 
of Oongrean memberi are H indue and Bihar ia a predominantly Hindu province. 

it should be comparatively easier for the Congress to ensure peace 
UiAfe without tbt aid of the pcdice and the military. It ahonld be a point of 
boAOur for the atronger party to protect the weak against harm to life or 
property* It ia a difficult task but it has got to he tackled. When 1 lay this 
bniden on the Congress. I do not mean to suggest that the Congreaa alone enould 
or ean do it. llie Coogresi has to invoke Che asststanee of all parties, the 
iliialim Leagae, the Hii^ii Mahaaabha and others. Each may have iu political 
programme, if we are not iuteiit u|ion imposing our reapeetive programme 
OQttie opponente by force of arms, expressed today throngh gooiidaism, surely 
aii agree thel we ahall aetUe all our diEerineea throsmli nefEotiation ana 
i effort iaelodiBg arbitration. The Congtesa may fen to produce fofnt 
If ao, it will be a noble failure, ft mint, however, oontinue to work 
ilAgle bended, if iU noa-violenee has any meaning in it. 

At preMDt Bihar ie tha province that cao Uiaid the way and aet the 
RelendrA Baba hoe a gentle and oniqiie bold in hie provinoe inch aa 
wo o£ir leSir bee. He ie the hero of the oarthninokA due when the wf ' 
SllwdMpot ita trww in him. May M ^ ^lagA of bdag 

MMwP^ Ia Bttwr aad thamglt IHhar m^ ha thmu^tlnHA. 


the 
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lA CouuBFOKourcB wm Sasi K. M. Mmnm 

Shri K., M. HnnAi wrota to me the eneloeed Inm Naiai Tel to nhieh I 
MDt a KplT 10 OoiaieU of which the oticiinel eoA tmoeletfam ate hoMWitk 
eocloted. In punmaiice ol the cormpondence Shri K. M« Munthi eame to IM at 
soon aa it waa pouible after bia return to Bombay. In the courae of the dSoui* 
aion 1 disoovered that wbilat be accepted in the abatraet ’ihe prineiple of Ahiaaaa 
witli all its implicationa he felt the greateat dilllenlty in acting upto it. tbo 
more ao aa with bia^ intimate knowledge of Bombay be waa aure that be eoold 
not carry the Hindua with him, much leaa the Mualima and othera. He knew 
that the numeroua Uiodua who were under bia influence would look to him 
for gnidance and would aeek bia adrice. Ue aaw no way of conrineing them 
that they could defend themaelvea through Abimaa. Aa a political weapon 
therefore of immediate uae in the midat of the riota which looked more like n 
miniature civil war, be eould not make any effeettve uae of Ahimaa. Wi^ him 
the queation waa not one of interpretation of Congreaa reaolutiona but of being 
truthful to himaelf and to the country. In view therefore of the following 
reaolulion paaaed at Poona by the A.I.G.C. explab>ing the Wardha itatement» I 
adviaed him that the only dignified and brave courae for him waa to rcaign from 
the CongreBa and attain freedom of action unhampered by reatrictiona entalied 
by the Congreaa non-violence : 


The Poona Resolution 

**The A.I.C.C. haa considered the atatement iaaiied by the Working Oommlttoi 
from Wardba on June 21, 1940 and coofirma it. The A.I.C.C. ia of the opinion 
that aa explained thereiu, while the Congreaa miiat continue to adhere atrietly 
to the principle of non-violence in the atrue^le for independence, it ia unabli 
in the present circiimatancea, to declare that the principle should be extended to 
free India's national defence. 

'The A.I.C.C. desire to affirm that the Congress organisation abonld eontinno 
to be conducted on the principle of non-violence and all Congreaa volnnteen aio 
bound by their pledge to remain non-violent in the discharge of their duty and 
no CoiTgresa Volunteers Organisation can be formed or maintained except on that 
baais. Any other volunteer organisation for the purpose of self-defence with whieh 
CongreMmen arc associated must likewiae adhere to non-violence.** 

1 told him that there came a time in every Congressman’s life when being 
a Congreaamaii dragged him down. That was when there wae conflict between 
thought and action. For the spring of non-violent action was non-violent thought. 
If the latter waa absent the former had subjectively little or no value. Therefore 
it waa good for him, the Congress and the country that he should resign aad 
mould bia action from moment A moment aa he thought proper. And by bki 
action he would open Uie door for those Congressmen to resign whose prietieo 
conld not accord with their thought. The Congreaa was conceived to be a 
non-violent and truthful organiaation in which there ebould be no place for thoee 
who could not honestly conform to these two conditions. Strange at it mighi 
appear the practice of non-violence acemed more difficult than of truth. For the 
fruits of untruth were more indetcctable than those of violence. 

My advice appealed to Shri Munahi. And be hee decided to eceept it. Ha 
will go becauee he could not be disloyal to the Congreaa be bee eo long eervoA 
And It doea not at all follow that his resignation means that from being a wmk 
and mild man be euddenly becomes a flerce man vowing vengaaooe on tkoae 
whom ba may consider to be opponents or that be becomes a communal aati* 
nationalist I have no doubt that for him every non-Hindu wboee only I 
is India is aa much Indian as a Hindu born and brra io’' India. I ec 
him upon taking the atm he will and 1 have every hope that his i 
from the Ooagxeee will eoable him to utilise bia faeultiet ao aa to make a 
cootribntioo towards the the eeteblishmeni of laatiog peace in Bombay. 

Sevagram^ 

Staff House, HaifU Tal, Hih May, i$4i 

My dear Bapn : 

Please excuse the leagnaga but as my thooghta have, in this instanee^ 
shape in Eiiglieh» they had heat be cxp re iee d through that medium. 

I am eeriouely pertnlied since yesterday mocning, when 1 read yoar 1 
to Shri Bhogilal Lain ia tho monlog pmwes. 1 will qooli two amterlal pama s 

(1) (Ooogremmea) who mvoar violnat im ja t a n ae (by way of oaU- 

24 
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dtlenee) nntt get out of the Gongreie end ihepe their condact jnst m they think 
At end guide otbere ecoordiiigly.** 

(2) CongreMroen mey not directly or indirectly eesoctate himedf with 
gynneeie where training In lidleiii reeieUuice in given.*' 

Forgive me, if I cennot reooneile myeelf to theee injunctions. 

Hinoe Pekisten hes been in ection et l)eccs« Abmedebed, Bombey end other 
pleoee it is deer tliet such riots ere going to bo the normel feetore of our life for 
some veers. If the Wer comet to Indie's frontiers or the British mechinery of 
araintefning order weekens they will perhet« grow more frequent end intense. If e 
dfviekm of Indie is sought to be enforced, by internal or exiernel egencies, through 
orgenised violence. If life, home end shrine end tlic honour of women is threeten^ 
by goondeism, orgenised rosistence in self-defence ei»{ieers to me to be e peremount 
end unelieneble duty, wlietevcr the form suck resistance mey teke. 

Do you ineindc, the Akhndas in the ^CSymnesie where triiiiiiig in violent 
resistance IB given”? I mey inform you that for tiic last over fifteen years 1 have 
been essocteted with the Akhade movement in the Piosideiicy both directly end 
indirectly. I presided over two Conferenees'— one at Rombey aud the other at 
Poona — to organise it on e systematic line. I have etill uiiolnciel connection with 
several Akhedas. I deem them an essential machinery for training otir race in the 
arte of aolf-defence. During the last many years, they have played a greet iwrt in 
giving to ue aome telf-coiifidencc to resist goontlAitiin. 

Inspile of greet efforts which T have made since yesterday 1 have failed to 
convinew myself that my views as expressed in an article I wrote a fortnight ago 
end piibliabed in Social Welfare of the 2'2nd require a revision. 

I am aending you a copy of (he article for ready reference. Since I came to 
yon in 1030. you have Lieen more to roc than a nolitical leader ; You have liecii to 
the whole of our family a father ; you have i»een a beacon for the last ten yeers. 
lighting ue on the path of the little apirituality that I can lay claim to. Hence, 
the iiein 1 feel in confessing that 1 have searched in vain for a way out of this 
conflict. 

I can, of course, keep ()iuct or can acquieece in what you say ; or can for fear 
of loiing my Congress association and your confidence— both pjrer*ioiis possessiona of 
my life- voice your tentimeiiti, and go my wwy or do nothing. But something in 
me rebels against such a course. You have been to me the emliodiment of truth, 
and I would lose niy self-resprot, my right to pray to Ood, if I pretend to follow 
you with such mental reservations, 

I cannot pledge myaelf not to preach, help, orgaiitno or sympatbiie with 
organieed resistance to violence in self-defence by all possible means. I do not 
want to be dishonest to myself, nor to the country, whose integrity is now threate- 
ned. Nor, believe me, do I desire to deny myself your insuirntion and guidance. 

In this dilemma, please let roe know what I should do. 

Yours. 

(&«d.) K. M. Muwsiii. 

The Mahatma's Reply 


Sevarfram, Xtay 29^ 10 it. 

My dear Munshi : 

I have your transparent letter. 1 don't mind your having written it in Engliah. 
1 would not for a moment tolerate your supprosaing your thoughts or aimply 
partwting my views. It would not become cither of ns. 

Yon have the fullest liberty of tlionglit and ezpreasion. If there ia an error, 
then ia nothing to ifirevent us from correcting it. But do remember that non- 
violfot reaiatance la far eoperior to violent reaistaiice. And if that is so, how can a 
votary of non-violence resort to violence ? I have already made it abaolate^ clear 
that noient retUtance becomes the duty of those who have no faith in aon -violence. 

But I would aak yon not to woriw about three things while you are there. Go 
to Koaaiil and soothe yonr eyee with the dareban of the Dhavalgiris enowa. Do 
•lay ihara lonnr, if yon mnet, for the sake of yonr eyes. Iliere is no hurry at all. 
Thw work will be there awaiting you no matter when you return after foil recovery. 
Do eeaie on yonr return to Bombay. 

Bafu'8 Blbbsimiw. 


STATEiiniT or 8hei Humbbi 


1 had the benefit of detailed diacnaelon with QaadhQi and many friends on 
the pfiNnt aiiiiation in the oount^. After mfitme dslihmnoo 1 M that the 
lakfiiifl of the cooniiy danuuMl that with my vitwi on Iba qiNBlIon of erif-dafenoe 
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1 «koa1d not f«itiiin«( any longer to be a member of the CougreM. Any otiwr 
vtmm woflld aeiiher be boiiourable for me nor fair to tue rountry or the 
Cougrem. 

Gaudhiji woald not think of my oAerttig ealyagralia, in the present uneertain 
and anleeblfd rondition. of my health. I coiild nut Utiiik of working a 'IVmee 
Brigade* in Bombay, not having the r«qiti«itc B)tirituai strength. At the s.*ime time 
to fiiraiie any work other than that of helping to arrest the progress of the blood 
filed that is going on before one’s ryes is Hying away from duty. I feel that in 
the dark days which lie ahead of India* I would be of no use to the country 
unless 1 pursued the path of duty in the light which Uixl has been pleased to 
vouchsafe to me. 

'J'his decision has )>cen renders! rather dtIlieuU hy the personal bond which 
subsists between (fsiidhiji and several leading Coiigressmoii on the uiie hand and 
myaelf, but I would not he worthy of their coiilidencc if I remained in the 
Congress with a mentsi reservation on the eardinal |Hiiiit of Congress faith as 
Gaudhiji iindiTstandH it. My only saiisfaetiun has been that Gandhiji, with his 
nanal generosity, has helpmi me to reach a decision which is eonsistent with my 
own view as to the direvtiun in which my immediate duly lies. 

17.— PUJiJAIt Aff.mur 

When Mian Hahch Iftikliar-lhUdin, rresident of the Ptiniab Provincial 
Congress Coinmitice and Dr. Gopiclinnd were with me the oilier day Mian ISaheb 
told me that there was koiiig tnisnndeistntidiiig among some Congressmen aktoiit 
(‘ertsin things which re<|uir ‘d clearing. I should have dealt with them earlier. 
But pressure of work and my limited eiipncity fur disposal are restH)nsihle for the 
delay. I lake them up now. 

When the Piinjnh Bar patriotically to(»k up the bonourahle role of amicus 
curias and dccidcMl to hi tug hclorc their High (kmrt for revision the cases of 
satyagrahis in whi(*h in their opiitton ohvioiiH iiijtn:ti>‘e was done. I was delighted, 
not for tlic sake of the relief sudi reviaion might hiing, hut for the sake of the 
Punjab Bar and of rnriiy of juKtiee. Whilni satyAgmiiis must be indifTerent lo 

the sentences protioutieed ngniiist tlicm, they ini.st welcome exposure of iniiistice 
especially when it is brou^dit altoiit at the instance of disin ten sled parties. When, 
therefore, Isniet Beviiin wired and wrote to me that her husband was much 
dtsnlessed and disturbed over the prospect of revision. 1 urged her not to interfere 
and asked her to tell her Imshnud lliai there was uoih.iug wrong about the revision 

and that if be was dischargeil it would he o] cn to him to otrer civil disoiicdience 

again. Of course, the matter wears a ditleicnt and ugly aspect when satyagraht 

prisoners request the ahticun cvrinv that they should take up their (prisoner's) 

eases. Bucb conduct would he cpiitc cminiinry to llic saiyagiaha code. 

Ckimplaints arc luiug made iu several parts as in the Pniijab tlat the new 
lists of satyagiahis are not being passid as fast they arc sent. Thetc is no lack of 
despati'b iu the I'uniah or any other province as to the lists. But 1 am in no 

hurry to pass them, f repeat for the thousandth time that the present civil dtsobe- 

dieiiee is not only not desigmd to emharraes authoriiy but care is being taken as 

far as possible to a^oid all embariassmcnt. The merit ns also the strength of the 
struggle consists in reducing embariassmcnt to tlic minimum whilst the British 
are engaged in a deadly life and death war. Moreover, since otir struggle is going 
to be iiiderinitely pro1oiiged->l give no less than five years,— there need he no 
hurry to fill the jails. Mere filling of jails can bring us no nearer our freedom 
thsii we are now. The virlue lies in the i^eoplc learning through the restricted 
civil disobedience the necessity of disci| line, sufTcring imd self-sacrifice. Every 
true example of satyagralia ncU as a leaven working itself in the mass mind. 
During the initial stages I was piiritosely lax in scsiining the lists. The result 
was that many c rept in who had done no constructive afork. i^me had even no 
faith in it. Tiiese are a burden on the organisation and |K>stttvely binder the 
march to freedom. I have said rei^at^ly that constructive work is the fonndatiem 
for civil disolwdience. It promotes discipline and conduces to the growth of non- 
violence in the worker. As time advances Congressmen must Uierefore expect 
iiicrcMiug siiffiiess on my part. The conditions will be the . fc^trictiieM will 

be the same, btrictiices will be confined to tlie enforcement. 'Jins is but ualitral 
if we are to grow from atrength to strengtli and if we are to make the liruggle 
inermaingly purer. 1 can conduct it on no other terms. ... 

'JVn Mian Baheb mentioned to me Uiat Mime Congressmen had adtemely 
criticised his move for achieving among all partiet in the Ptinjali agreement about 
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etehewing go(md«iiiii In tht ponnit of their mpeetire orogninmct. When the 
lllaa 8elieb told me that there was josi a posaibiliiy of saen an effort soeoeedlDg I 
at onee told him to make it and snopend for the time being his own cItII disobe* 
dience and of those whose assistance he might consider necessary for the ardnons 
task. Borne Congressmen seem to hare taken exception that Mian Ssheb had invited 
to his meeting non-Congressmen and even commvnai leaders. The objectors forget 
that it ia the essence of Mian Sabeb's move to bring together all the oppoaite 
elemento and see wbetUr they could agree to eschew goondaism for the achieve^ 
ment of their respeetiveinirposes. Nor could there be in such a meeting deciaione 
by counting beads. The end contemplated could only be achieved by the willing 
consent of the parties. In any event Congressmen should know that Mian Baheb 
has undertaken this difficult mission in consultation with me and with my whole 
hearted consent. I hope that he will receive the closest co-operation of all 
Congressmen. 

He is impatient to offer civil disobedience. As the head of the Congress in 
the Panjab be thinks that his primary duty is to offer civil disobedience. I have 
told him that there is no such utiiversaf rule. On the contrary it is bis clear 
duty and of those whom he may select to r^in so long as he and they feel that 
they can contribute their mite to the attempt lo eradicate goondaism. 

There remains the question of those wber were preauturcly released owing to 
the Punjab High Court decision about the insufficiency for the purpose of convic- 
tion of mere notices to offer civil disobedience. When 1 learnt about the decision 
1 bad informed Mian Balteb that he should not be In a hurry to send them to jail 
and that when he paid his contemplated visit to Bevagram 1 should discuss tho 
question with him and decide. Ue came and I advised that those who wne not 
wanted for the peace move should re-offer civil disobedience. 

8§vagram, 

18 .--*‘Khadi Jaoat” 


The sphere of IChadi Jagat’ is co-extensive with that of the aciivittea of the 
All India Bpinners’ Association. Theoretically speaking the activities of the A. 1. 
B. A. are unlimited. At present it provides emjdoyment to 224,421 spinners, of 
whom 167i906 are Hindus, and 56,425 are Mualims, along with 20,643 otiher 
artisans, such as ginners, carders, dyers, weavers and washermen. The A. 1. B. A. 
represente all those Hindus, Musalmans and othera who are engaged in the various 
processea involved in the production of Khadi, as also those who use Khadi. 
Although theae ]ieople are at present a mere drop in the ocean of Indian hnmanity 
they are numerous enough to oe scattered throughout the lengtii and breadth of the 
coun^. The A. I. 6. A. is entirely- a philanthropic institution. It is the largest 
insUtiition of its kind in India and perhaps in the world. If the expectation* 
formed about this institution materialise, the A. I. 8. A. should represent the whole 
of the dumb and aemi-starved miliona of India. And if that event cornea aboot 
it would represent the sspirations of the whole of submerged world. The bloody 
massacre going on in the present war ia probably n demonatration of the fact ttiat 
industrialism will lead the world to destruction in the end. Enlightened revival of 
handicrafts alone can save it. But here I am talking of the future and God alone 
knows whtX the future has in store for us. All the same there is auch a thing in 
the world at human endeavour and the endeavour of the A. I. 6. A. is to propagate 
the spirit of Khadi throughout India. Then alone can we get rid of the gnnding 
paupmam of India’s masses. The word Khadi must be taken in its wite aense 
here. For auch extensive work, we require a much greater number of woikma 
have been hitherto available. Tboeo who are uleady engaged in this work have tu 
cultivate greater capacity for sacrifice. They mutt cultivate the habit of study in a 
aoieutific spirit. Their Knowledge must be steadily progreasive. 

The wheel ia the centre oc this activity because It alone can give employment 
and living to the milliona of women. The wheel includea the TsiU. It is not to 
be taken merely as thg widow’s main stay. It baa been conceived at a symbol of 
India's economic nplift, Hindu-Mualim unl^ and therefore even of her indf^cndmiee 
in terms of her milliona. Thus the science of Khadi ia a lofty study. Many 
experts are required to dedicate their energies in an organiaed maimer for the 
furtherance of the eauae. These include economiata aa well as highly akiUed 
meohanica. A mason can bnUd a village house, but it requirea an enginesr lo phm 
andbuttdabjg building or a big dam. tMsnt, Imowk ’ ^ 

and xeMaieh are nquiiea to improve the village imnltmoita than to bnila a bridge 
on the Ganges. Whsn vrs srs sue to attmet peo|^ efSs ^ by our MnnaciallQB 
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and M tt h odiqd rcMvcb, we will able to meke nii»id and far reac^ung iwogrcet, not 
till tbcD. 

Looking at it from this raint of view ‘KIiaiU Jagat' n not an iiiaignifioant 
venture. It was bcrauee I regarded it as an anibitioua i-eiitiirc that 1 aopnortcd 
the piopo«iti(m of undertaking it. I hour, therefore, all tlie nrtielea ptiblished 
in thia magaaine will be of the required aUiiidani and be eriiestly stiulica by the 
A. I. S. A. workm. and those interested in the upUft of tlic villages. 

One thing I ' must not omit. The Assofiation has increased the wages of the 
spinners without any demand from the spinners themsclvcti and in utter tlisregMd 
of the market wages. This will be always looke<l iq on as a creiUtable adventure for 
the A. I. S. A. Khadi lovers have helped tiie Associatioit in this philanthrapie 
move. The piice of Khadi was bound to go up. but these friends willingly paid 
the estra price. Consequently. Kha<li workers have a double duty to disenarge. 
They must see that in the first ])1aee the spinners get the full wages OAVording to 
the standard laid down by the A. I. 8 . A. 8 c(‘ 0 iidlv. the riistomer buying Knadi 
should be charged the minimum piiee eompatilde with the rise in* the wages. 
There should be no attem])t at making profit. If at some phue profits have accrued 
they should be spent with the permission of the A. I. 8 . A. in lowering the price 
of Khadi or otherwise in the interests of the poor. The progress of Khadi does not 
depend upon the ups and downs of the market. It doficnUs upon ihc purity of our 
tranaaetiona. If our transactions arc pure they must result in at least three 
things : 

( 1 ) We shall attract spinners and artisans. 

(2) The nnmber of Khadi wearers will increase and the ncecfcsary money wHl 
flow in. and 

(3) Greater number of workers will be attracted. 

1 say this on the strength of 55 vears of public scn*i<'e. It will be Uie 
endeavour of tiie 'Khadi .Tagat’ to achieve the three ends or in other words *Khadi 
Jagat’ will stnre to indinre in the w’orkers an .'iinbilion for greater purity, greater 
dedication and greater knowledge. 

19— Talk Between Mahatma (lANmii anp the rKi:sii)r.NT or the 
Maha&ashtua r. i \ C . 

Q. L Very few names from the Hrd list, of »'^'utyagrn}iis from Mshamshtm 
(IIB out of 1,072) are apmoverl and pei milted to offer satyograba. Thia 
permisaion business seems to ne unduly delayed, and Uie satyagrahis are thus put 
to much inconvenience. 

A. I propose to introtiik>e a <’haiige in the terhiiiriuc about the passing of 
thctt lists of iSatvagrahis. From the date on which the name of a profiiertivu 
satyagrahi if forwaidvd to me for sanction bv n P. (I C\, tlie satvagralii concerned 
hat to atop his private m-tivitica and has to devote himtclf wholly to the working 
out of one or more of the items of Uie thirteeiifold eonstnictive programme, 
which iOEpression is to be understood in the widest sense as ei)>laiucd in mv 
article teded “Imiilicatious of ( onstructixe programme^’ in the issue ol ^'llariiair* 
dated the 18th of August, 1040. Every prosi ec live Satyagrahi is ex\m'itd to keep 
a Log-Book (or Diarv) in which he will iiuily enter the work done during the 
course of the day ana the Log-Book Khali be suhroitted to me through the P. C. O. 
concerned at stated intervals, say, fornightly, or montldy. After going 
through the Dissies I shall grant permission for ^atysgotlim to desendng |ienODS. 
Others will have to follow the said course till they get j^rmiasion. The tat^agrabl 
may not expect any financial help from the Congress. I know that on thia very 
strict basis the number of satyagrahis will he reduced to a very large extent but 
what 1 am keen on is quality and not quantity. 1 shall not feel sorry if the 
number is reduced to any extent. Moreover, whilst so many saiyagrabia are 
wandering about, 1 am anxioua not to add to the list of w'anderers. 

O. 2 L Don’t you feel Uiat you are tmfair to the proajiective saivagrahis in 
presi-rTbiag such a severe preliminaiy test to them only, while yon allowed their 
pretoeisors in on a comparaiively simpler test 7 

I doirt think 1 am unfair. One thing Uiat yon must remember it that 
the movement is evolving. Exigencies of the situation may demand varykig 
condMons. 

Q. 3. Has the President of Uie P. C. C, any duty towards Uie Batyagiabia 
when they^oome out of Jail. 

A. Tea, he certainly has. He has to ask them to refieai satysgralm and 
And themselves sgain lu jail say, within about a week from the date ox their 



190 THE CIVIL DISOKmEKOfMOVEMENT { MTiWUM- 

rdettf . The P. C Ct. need onW vefiort to me reiei demeudii^ epeiael tafttnent 
end (he inetrnctieus thet will be ieened bjr me in them cieet ehonld ihe fdUoned 
and executed by ihe P. C. On. 

Q. 4. IJow long will thii proccee f o en ? 

A. Indefinitely, that ia to aay till we aehieve our goal. Deep demi in me 
there ia a feeling that tlie atnii^ will become pro!grefMi^*cly tewrmid we 
mhat paM through all auch triala. In thia reajiect we muat take a leaeou fiwn 
(he Bntiah who, mapile of all the aevere loaaea and heavy odda aipiiiiat them, have 
maintained a fine morale and arc determined to encsy on. We mi^ not do leaa. 

Q. 5. If any Batyagrahi, who haa enrotted .himaelf on the ongjfami baaia, 
feela unable to acoei)t the new baaU, whicb will be the honourable way out ior 
idm ? 

A. He ia free to withdraw hia name and there ia no diagcace attaching to 
any aiich honeat withdrawal. 1 muat not be detreived. To deceive me ia to datwiire 
oneaclf and the nation. Every boncat jieraon can and ahould withdraw fait naam. 
He may contiiiiie to render whatever other aernccs he can to the country. Ue 
doea remain and doea continue a Congresaman aa before. Coogreas doea require 
and doea at)pre(*uite hia aervicea ako. But he juat can not remain on the 
Hatyapahi hat aa it ta now eniitaged. 

Q. G. (kn we atari and develop a Volunteer organiaation under the ptemt 
cireumatancea ? 

A. Bv all meana ; the only condition ia that it ahall be organiaed onlv on 
the baaia oi nun -violence, unadulterated -non-violence. No Uifling with non-violence 
will do wnd therefore no laxity in that rea{>ect can be tolerated. One more 
potnt-*t}ie aaid orgatiisaiion ahonlu be pio-congrcsa aiid yet independent of the 
Congreaa. It (‘on le allied iiiHlitution like the A. I. 8. A., etc. 

Q. 7. Can decent violence in B<df defeiwe under eraergenciet by any member 
of auch volunteer organisation Ite iolctrated as «n exception ? 

A. No, it cannot 1)c. No auch exce|»tion can be contemplated or provided 
against in advance in an orgaiiistation which is started specifically oa the aole baaia 
of non-violeiux*. Hitch a ficrsou will have to leave the oruanisatioii. 

Q. 8. '*Non-violent resistance is the best metbod ; failing that even violent 
deoent resistance is tolerable but cowardice is unthinkable and eoiidcmnabla*’ that it 
what you have been prear:hing in this res{iect. But what you now say doea not 
square with your nbos'c dictum. 

A. That dictum is meant for those millions that have not yet accepted the 
creed of the Congress. 1 cannot a]>iily to those organisations that are founded on 
the basic creed of non -violence. Those who desire to effect a change in ihe basic 
creed of non-violence muat eitlier change their Cieneral or go out of the 
organisation. 

Q. 0. The Congress being largely siisueiided as an organisation, what should 
be our policy this year as regards Uie annual enrolmetit of membership ? 

A. Under the circumstances there can be no obligation to enrol membership 
in the usual manner. .New applicants if Uiey so desire, must however, be enroHed 
AS members and Uiere should be no ob)e(*tion to realizing annual subsi'ription from 
dhl members wherever practicale 

H, 10. Uo you desire the starting of Peace-Brigades ? 

A. Certainly I do. Hometime ago (vide **Harijan’' ISth June, 1936) I made 
certain concrete suggestions in that resis t. 1 know very few will be found, at least 
ill ^e beginning, to enlist in such an organisation. A beginning may, however, be 
made by any small number or e\'eii singly. 8uch an organisation cannot be 
conducted on the lines %t democracy. It fwn only be a body of persoua with a 
definite purpose. If the pioneers are the right sort of )^ple they may gather 
fdlowcTS in due courae. 

Q. 11. What ahould be our altitude towardi elections to IckwI bodies ? 

A. As a rule election! to auch bodies should not he run in the name of the 
Coiigreaa. There may be no objection to Congressroen fighting the same on their 
Individual responsibility. Bnt this is a question which can be authoritatively decided 
u|ion only by Kajendra Babu and Acharra Krirelani. 

(1. 12. Can enrolled aatyagrahis fi^t such electioua individually ? 

A. No. 1 am quite clear on thia voint. 

Q. 13. What ahould be done in the case of those aatyagrahis who have alieady 
put in theiT caudidatun (or tuch dectait ? 

A. They have either to withdraw from the election or from the eatyagiBha 
pledge ; tfiey cannot retain both. 
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Q. il. What nhoiiM be the Oongren attitude lowavda the ngwtmtkMi ul 
voten to the Legislatures— which lists are now under preparatiOD— both centnl and 
provincial 1 

A. The Congress must iwy full attention to this wctrk. OongrsM auu not 
ignore it. 


•-U— Letter to the ‘ Times oF India*' 

Hevagiam, Wardha. 

_ .. July. 31. 1911. 

Dear bir, 

This is the coiu-ludiug ^lorlioti of your leaileratte in the “Times of India** 29lh 
instant : “Either he has been lax in interpreting his own rules of satyagraha or he 
has been dcv^eived by the majority ol those whose names were submitted. Mr. 
i randhi can best say which of these alternatives is the right one.** I suggest a thud 
alternative. I have neither been lax in the iiiter|>retatioii of my rules of satyagfiha 
nor have I been det^eived by anybody. You have omitted to reail one sentence sn 
my ailmission : “it is inevitable.*' From the very inception of the movement in 19^ 
non-violence has been a policy and not a cried. 1 said in Bom^y speaking at 
the A. I. C. t*. meeting on the reversal of the Poona resolution that with the 
majority non-violence was a ]iolicy. Th*! weakness was therefore inherent in the 
movement, li should not be forgotten that I am trying the great experiment of 
using non-violence for the imlitiral freedom of the country. With me no doubt 
non-violence is an end in itself, though it is also s means tor the attainment of 
the freedom of the country. With the vast majority of Congresamen it is and 
must remain a means. Tiic weakness is thus inherent though none the leaa 
regrettable. The marvel is that in spite of the weakness, twenty years' experienoa 
has nut weaned Congressmen from the non-violent policy, though it is open to 
it to change it any time. ^ 

In the light of tlie information 1 have provided, you will perhafis admit that 
the case you have made up against the Congress and me falls to the ground. 

Yours sinoereiy, 
(rid.) M. K. Gandhi. 


21 .— Statement Regardino Interview to TiOOK* 

I have seen a press report of an nilerview said to have been given by me to 
an American Magazine called “Look**. It is pure fabrication. I never knew before 
now of even the name of the Magsziit^. My attitude remains whet 1 hsvs rspaals- 
dly stated. The Congresa will not be satisftod with anything less than Gdmplele 
Independence. 

Sevagram, 4 -S- 19 JI, 

22 .— Ororr on 8 hri Khursued Behn 

Khnrshed Behn Naoroji is the youngest grand daughter of the late Grand Old 
Mao of India. In common with her other sisters, she him dedicated herself Co the 
service of India, in truth, of humanity. Hhe felt (be call tome yeara ago to go to 
the Frontier Province and work among the Pathans there and spread the gospel of 
non-violenee. She took part also in the Isst civil disobedience campaign. Lmt tinm 
ahe was in the Frontier was in conneeiton with dscoities sod kidnappings. She ia 
a brave end fearless women, and so she had planned to work, if she could, even in 
the tribsl area, and come in contact with the dacoits, and wean them from Ihalr 
error. For months she worked within the province and was trying to cross tim 
border with the permission of the Government. But she did not get the permistton, 
thonii^ the authorities with whom she came in cootact recognised bar worth, 
transparent hooeaty, and utter abeence of secrecy about her movement in the Fron- 
tier Province. 'Jhia is clear from the letlera sbe bolds from the olllciels. Being 
tired of waiting ahe notified the Frontier Government of her intention to cross 
the bender. But she was srrested, tried and sentenced to a line of Ra. JtiO/- or 
imprisonment lor three months ia deisult thereof. Bhe p wfer r ed the lattm and 
on htf finishing the term of imprisonmeot she wss extmed Irom the PVuntfir 
Proriaee, and fiterned in the Island of Bombay, rihe protested agniiiet fibs order 
and eornsponded with the authorities. I give briow her lest tetter, 
rilr BUard Tottenham, 78. Napeio 6ea Bend. 

Addl. fieey. to the Govt of India. Bombay. 8M Minli 19IL 

With iMatroee to the Government of Indio order Ka 75/7/41 Ps i Hiroi 0)» 
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ditid 16ib Februftry. 1^1. which wu toTed qi> me )uit before my releeae from 
the Fimbewer Central Frieon on 4tb March. 1941. I have to aUte aa lollowa : 

1 eonaidcr U)e laiif;uage of the order vagne and the reatrictions unjnatifiable 
in fiew of the activitiefl m which I waa engageii. 1 place ihcae few facta buore yon. 

For nine mouths prior to mv arrest on 4th 1940. 1 bad been worlting 
in the Bannn District of the N. \V. F. FroTince. trying to instil into the minds 
of the iwople the ideal of non-violence. I went about from village to village 
meHifig Firs, Maliks, Kbank. as well aa dacoits*-all honour to many of them who 
gave a ^tient hearing to my talks. I 8]x>ke to them on the cowardice, of oruelty 
^ carrying away or killing defenceless ineti. women and children. I argued with 
dacoita and tribeamen on the inhumanity of kilting one’s fellow beings. 1 strove 
to make vilfagers reapoiiaible for the collective security of the villages. I asked 
the Iliiidiis to show more courage, nnd try and create a living bond of sympathy 
between themselves and their Fathnii neighhonrs. I Iteggcd of the Fathans to live 
upto their traditions of protecting the weak ond opposing brute force even from 
their own kinameii. The abovementioned facts may be verified through Government 
officials in the district concerned, in (lie X. W. F. Province. 

After due intimation to the authorities, I was proceeding to Walo Tangi in 
Trilial lerritory on 4th Dec*. 1040, to try nnd obtain the release of some Hindu 
kidnspi^ers, among whom was a woman, when I was arrested. 1 had intended 
to spend some time there, if nevessary. until 1 had aci'oroplishcd my object. 

During all my talks, private or public, to the Frontier villagers as staled 
above; at least one C. I. D. officer was always prc»eiii and heard what I laid, 
and which in all probability was reported to the Government department concerned. 

I, therefore, take the liberty to ask if my conduct or 8t>eech in the N. W. F. 
Province, such as 1 have described, conid b}r any stretch of imagination be 
considered to he prejudicial to the efficient prosecution of the war, to the defence 
of Britiih India, or to the public order. 

1 regard my work in the Frontier Province to have been essentially 
httmanitarian, I feel sure that I could not have been banished from the N. W. F. P. 
for the activities described by me. If the Government have information to the 
contrary, they have Itecn entirely misled. 1 should be given an opportunity of 
rebutting evidence which hai led to the passing of the order against me. 

May I expect an early reply ? 

Yours truly, 
f?d/-. K. A. D. Naoroji. 

The authorities turned a deaf ear to her protest. Fo she decided to break 
the order of internment if she could not get relief and coiisciincntly gave the 
following notice to the aulhoiities : 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your laai letter after careful consideration I have failed 
to find the slightest justification fur restricting me to the Island of Bombay. 

1 am meparea to understand in three times of stress for the British 
Goveniment the prevention of ray entry for the time being in not entering the 
Frontier Provinee. But I find it hard to reconcile myself to being coo)ied up in 
the Island of Bombay. My whole soul reliels against what I hold to be manifeatly 
iiujuat and wholly unnecessary. It insults my intelligence. Unless, therefore, the 
restriction order is confined onlv to tl>e Frontier l^vince and my freedom of 
movement is left otherwise unditturbed and unless I receive an answer amending 
the order as requested by June, 90, 1 proiKXie to disobey it, 

Y^ours truly, 

Bd/-. K, A. D. Maoroji. 

Shame, I* suppose, and probably also, because they felt that they could not 
justify their high-handed action in confinl^ the internment to Bombay they relaxed 
the order so at to cover the whole of the Bmbay Presidency. 

That brought her no relief. She resented the underlying distrust. Aa will 
ba aean from the eorrespuedenee 1 have reproduced, she was quite willing to 
aecomnodate. the aathoriliea by not going to the Frontier Provinee. But she could 
not poeiihly tolerate the idea oi being confined to the Bombay Frendeney. That 
waa no reaaon wbntaoeva why the abonld not be ellowed to m to Waidha to 
confa with me, ot to go to Allebabed to tee the Kamela Kebm Hoepitid of 
which she wee tH4 the otha dey one of the eedve tmsteee end icereteriec. or to 
trsvei to any otha part of India» where ehe hat many frienda^ and wmn aha 
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could be of great ecrrice in many of the construciive aciivitie« going on io the 
country. At last being utterly dissatisfied with the inexplicable treatment jneted 
out to her she gave notice to the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, on 31st July, 
1941 of her intention to proceed to Wardha on the 1st of August* if she was Isft 
free. 8o on the morning of the Ist she was without -trial, shall I say, kidnamuKl 
to the Yarwada Central .liiil. 

This action of the (lovernment hafHes me, and is a Biguificant and searching 
commentary on the Ko-callcd cxjmiision of the Vioeregal Council and what not. 
The public ahoiild understand the khiimhed Behn^a action is no fjort of the War 
reaistance campaign. But the public is hardly aware of the (act that many )iersona 
^ve been arrested and detained without trial although ao far as I am aware theie 
is no charge against them of having offered war resistance either aa part of ilia 
Confess campaign or outside. ‘Jliey are being detaiard fur reasons of which 
neither the> nor the )>ublic have any knowledge. Is KhurSlied ikhii'a case an 
index of what has been done in the other cases i 

Sctagraui, 4-»»J94t. 

•JO.-- Non-violence and Dacoities 

I bare read a ^ess suroma^’ of a letter said to have been writlen io me by 
4S persons from (iiijarnt Jail. The question asked ui the message, is : “Could it be 
IJOBsible for any member of Conp-ess to use violent means against a riohail dacoit 
under grave and provocative (‘onditiona. and yet remain in the Congreaa fold 7" 

Of conrse it is i>o«sih1c. H is even possible for |)eo)»ie to remain in the 
Congress although they delii)i*ratiely break every Congress rule. Ihii 41 1 am 
aaked whether inch persons should remain in the Congress iny anawer wonfd be 
an em)>hatic neu That is for public coiidtiet. No law tins been laid doarii by 
the Congress at to private conduct. The Congress will refuse as it ahoaid to 
judge tb« coiiduci of n person wlio roatsls by force a robber rolibing his prsj^ty 
or an assailant nudesting his daughter. Bnt the Congress resoUitioii passei at 
Poona lays down that a volunteer .organisation for the piin»ose of sflf-4efeneo 
organised by the Congreas or with whit;b Uongresstnen are n<iaoriated nmtt adhere 
to non-violence. Whether persons who break the rule or even preach the nee of 
violence by Gongressmeii in sticb cahcs should be turned out of the Coagreea ie a 
different qiieetion. .My personal attitude is clear. I would not turn ooi sueh 
persona (rum the Congiras. My letter to the licllti Prcsiilcnt of the Congraia 
Committee has been iniaquotcd or mif-underMtood. I di iibcratcly advised agaiiuA 
exfMilsion from the Congress. I have always hchl that it u an net ion to be adoiited 
in rare cases. 1 know some peraons have iiiteiprcted my sdvice to 8hri Miuislii 
as expulsion. I regard tlic stop taken by him ns that of a high soiiled man. 
Me bad taken no inert aclioii. jle bad conscientiotm scruplca. He referred to me 
for advice and in his own inlorcsi and that of tlic Congress 1 advised him to go 
out of the Cougross. 'J'lierc was no coercion even remotely indirect. His retire- 
ment was wholly voluntary nml dictated by purely moral scruples. 1 have no 
reason whatsoever for repenting my advice which 1 ahotild iiiihesitatiiigly repeat 
in every such ease. 

The rest of the message dots not call for any notice. 

Sevafjrum, 6^8-J04I. 

21— Blank rra roR Soi.!>ikb« 

It ia a goo<l niigiuy that votaries of iion-violciu e often raise jdv'e qnctUona 
of principle. .Man a«ivan «a through such spirit of eiiqniry, provided a coudilioii 
precedent is fulfilled, 'riit* iiupsiry should not Jk* like that of a person, who 
strains at a gnat and swallows a camel. Nicf ‘.ii*<i profit only him, who is ever 
vigilant in major mattrrs and wtiose practice keeps pace with the progress of the 

princM^e. ii|„s„.,,e *i,ni 1 men. A ccrUm Klwili B'.i.naar r^ved m order 
for woollen hlankf^is from the military. The Bhwidar authontiee Mk^ me 
whether they could acceiit it. I replied that they could. Ilie question of principle 
raised was whether it did not amount to helping war. j 

As a matter of abstract priiiciiJe, it will have to be conceded that tiie 
acceptance was a breach. But at Uiat rate, we must leave luclia and every oooutry 
engaged in the wsr. Because, we help war in purcbaehig the very food we e^ 
We do the same, when we travel by train tr buy poatage atam Our use of Iha 
currency itself Is an aid to war. In fact wa are baldly able Io do aaj aet, 
wAleh is free from the Uioi. 

25 
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'fbe truth in, thAt no one ie tble to Act ii|m a greAt principle, like tint 
of non-violence, in iu entirety. Like the geometricAl line, it cen be onij imACined, 
but never drewn. In i^racUoe. we heve to be content with dmwiiig only iuw line 
line AA we cen with our inetrumentc. There it no well which cen be celled 
Atreight in Eticlid. Ami ytti, wallt have atood the teat of time for thonaenda oi 
ymn. It ia the tame with ahimaa. We mnat pnt it into practice aa beat aa 
we can. 

It waa eaav for me to forbid the aale of the blankets. It waa a qneation 
of only a few tbonsand rnneca, a sroatt amount for an institution telling in terms 
of lakba. But tlie prohibition would have been a matter of Abaroe for me. I 
could have done so only by concealing my real view of the matter. Where should 
1 draw the line from which eucli prohibition should commence ? If I were a 
grain merchant, should I decline to sell it to soldiers ? Or. if I were a efaemiat, 
S^ld I refuse to sell quinine and other drugs to them ? If I should, what 
could be the scaaoii for mv doing ao ? Does my ahimaa prevent me from 
entertaining such custom 1 fn other words does it require of me to look into the 
oeeupaiioti of my customers f The clear replv .is that provided I deal in gooda 
whien conduce to the welfare of aocietv. 1 may not look into the occupationt of 
my cnatomers. 'ITbia means, that 1 may aeil my iniioriious articles even to soidiera. 

(I'ranstated from “Khadi Jagat** for Sept. 1041.) 

OuB Stbuoole-A Review 

I have been chary of issuing statements for the guidance of satyagraba. Tht 
deciding seenon has bcisn to have them to be self-guided, where they are not guided 
hy local leaders. But this chariness can easily be overdone. Time seems to have 
anivad for a brief review especially as several leaden who have been dieeharged 
have met me and there has been much speculation about tha trend or the reanlt 
of thsae talka. The public ahould know that thoae who were not wholeheartedly 
with tlto Bombay resolution have eome out with their doubts confirmed. BissUarly 
who never had any, doubta have become firmer than ever before in their 
Aa for me I never had any doubt aa to the eorrectneae of the Blombey 
I and have none about the oorrectneie of the eteps hitherto taken in 
pnrenaiiee tliereof. If I had, I could not. would not, have led a ^ht involving 
wot only the fate of the Congrese but even of Uie nation as a whole. Tners ia one 
aaving grace In non-violent action. Diilirke violent action it being good in itaelf 
CM never do real barm. 

Oomplaints reaehea me (1) that there ia marked deterioration in entbnsiaam ; 
fS) that fewer people are coming forward now than before ; (3) that those who are 
ttceharged are not seeking imprieoiiment again ; (4) that there is no discipline 
among many satyagrabi prisoners some of whom have no notion of nonviolence or 
Irnth : (6) that the treatment of C class prisoners is inhuman in that the food given 
it bud in quality and deficient in balance. The result is that the majority of prisoners 
bava anffered in health, making it impoaaible for many on discharge to seek im- 
pKiaonment again without adequate rest and reinir. 'llieie are too oomplaints about 
WMt of newspapertk books and proper sanitation ; f6) That the policy of non- 
emlmrrasaincnt ia nnintelligihle, aa the rulers themselves do not appreciate It, and 
the fight therefore ehould be intensified without regard to embiu'rsesment. (7) 
That there is no life left in tlie Con g rews there are no meeting, there are no 
demonstrationa, no other ectnity, and that tliere should be a change of policy and 
programme even resoling in the resompHon of full psrlismentaiy programme 
ineittdiog miniatries i.e. reversion to the Poona Offer with sui table modification. 

(1 ft 2) I shall oonaider the first two together. Enthusiasm that is froth is 
of no use in non-violent action. Showy demonstrations and the like have a value 
in the initial stages. Continuous itventh activity can only promote violenee and 
thanfore retard the ateady march of non-violent action, caU it battle, if that word 
ia fNttfonrecL That fewer are coming forward is bnt natural. For it must be 
leealled that Civil DiaobedieDfe ia individual and reatrieted to renreaentativea be 

even elected members of Tillage or firka committee. The list of representatives 
being limited it must one day be eshauited. I have no doubt that if 1 made a 
general call and relaxed the oonditiona of enrolment 1 ahould be overwhelmad by 
nppIloBtlona. 1 have no machinery to examine audi applictiona. In realito it win 
be maaa action which does not admit of individtial examination and choioe. That 
win not oome before the close of tha war. There is nailer warrant nor atmoaidiere 
for maaa action. That would be naked emimmasmeut and a betrayal of non-violenoa. 
What ia more it can ue\*er lead to ind^mudeDce. Mam action at thia sfoge without 
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imity it tn inTitotion to ciril war. If cirtl war it to be onr lot, it will 
cone but if I know the CdngiVM mind, it will never come at the with or Invitatioii 
of the OoBffiett. 

0) Tliit oomplaiot it pariiMly valid. It it trne that tome of thott who have 
beta ifitebac|i;ed are reluctant to go back. Iliia it a novel experience for India. 1 
bad to do it in South Africa. 'Jlic ftroggle demanded it there at it now doet hart. 
Self-tiiilbring hat no limit. In former Civil Uiaobcdience the occasion had not come 
to tend the tame reaiatert to jail again and again. In the present one it it inevit* 
able. Any other course would reduce the struggle to a farce. The altem^re 
tuggeeted ia that substitutes should be found (or those who would not go in again. 
Sorely timt is not the way of tuffertiig. And how can we think of gaini^ indtpan- 
deuce wilbout a full meaanre of sufiering f I'be greater the cause the richer the 
anfering. Therefore in this struggle they only will count who will seek im 
ment again and again, come what will, lliey may be very few. That w 
Bsatler. Of course those who are ill, will naturally not be required to go till the 
me restored. Some have interpreted literally my statement that the ‘ ' 

ealyagrahis may take about s week before they ga Each csss has to be indeed on 
nMrfta, Shri Vtiioba went in twice within 7J hours of his discharge. He nad to 
oome to me before reoflering Civil Disobedience. Hence even ihst liitfe delay. Shri 
Pyarslid took nearly a aaonih before going in for the third time. There were un* 
avoUbMe eaiieee whiclk need not mvopy the reader’s time and attention. I have 
msatioiied two caaea which 1 was personally regulsttng. They exemplify the elasti- 
city 1 refer to. There is no shame or harm in unavoidable delay. Uypocricy and 
camouflage must be avoided at all cost. In ^^atyagrahs there ie no waste of men or 
tha# or mbour provided that Saiya la adhered to in iu entirety. I can otherwiaa 
ntilloe tha aervioea, aa true eoldiers of Truth, of men and women, who will whole* 
hemledly carry out inatructions. Thita those w ho can not for some just reason eouii 
imprisonment, should engsge tbemselvet in corporate conatnictive activity. Diflioultf 
arims beeauae many Ckmgrcaamen though they profeee to believe In C. l>. have 
no faith in the coneiroctive programme. 1 must proclaim from the houestap 
for the thousandth tiam that conatruetire programme is an inUgral paii 
of the national movement sod therefore slso of the C. O. C. D. wlnont 

thh. backiog of the eonetrnctive programme is crimiiisl sad a wsste of dtbti. 
All cannot go io jail. But all roust work the constructive programme. £vco la 
armed oonfliet snaice are powerfully helped by the civif population. Imsgina tha 
fate of British torces, if thieir ilTori was not co-orcliiisted with tbit of tbs elvillaaa. 
1 was tbccefars ddigbted that ibece waa a wide responae from the prisoners and 
the other Congressmen this time in the matter of apinning during the aplnolag 
caralvaL I dm to believe that if C^uigrcesmen weis enthuaiaatie beHtteia lit 
eommnoal unity and removal of untoachahility and Ilia Uks^ there would be no com* 
munal diasord and there would* be no autauojiism sneh as it is from Har^aSi We 
■re mskexa of our own destiny. It lias been somewbst justly said that if I am a 
good geneial. I must not grumble about my men For I must choose them from 
the matsrial al my disiKwsh 1 plead guilty. But 1 have quali6ed my sdmlasioa 
hy the adverb '■oniewhai\ for I laid down the condtiioaa from the very iaeeptleu 
91 lha pcagraBMae of non-violence. My terms ware accented. If from cxpcricnoa It 
is fouad that the terms cannot be worked, 1 moat eiliNr be dismissed oi 1 must 
ledre. t Mifeed but to no purpose Ibe bond between Congressmen and me ccema 
to be aalwakible They may quarrel with my eondiHoBS but they will not leave 
me Of let me ga They know that however nnakilled a aervaot I may he, 1 will 
nelthHr dsacfft them nor fsiV them in the boar of eeed. And ao they try tboagh 
often gnuahBngly, to faKSi my condition. I must then on the om hand adbeie to 
mi coudftiena to long an 1 have a liviag faith in them, and on the other taka 
wial 1 eaa get from Ceogiesameu, exiwctiag that if 1 am true* Umw will eoamday 
fatfll an my coaditiona and find Ihemeelvee iu tke enjoyment of fall inde p eodeaco 
aueh at baa never before been seen on earth. 

(49 There are two aides to the eoamlaiat about iqdiacipliiie. 1 meet here 
eoBiae myaelf to eatyaforabi prieoaers oaly. I would naturally Ilka the other 
poBCieal pnaoaere to aUcod to what I my. _ 

li ia wrong to eay that there ia univenal indiscipline among OongrewaMB or 
that all are unfit to be called satysgrabit. Csees of grave ludlsapllao havo 
ham hnmi^t to mj aoUee 1 know Uiat violent men have crept into the orsmlio- 
tkm mader tha game of aoa-violeiice. Bat 1 know alto eseea of exemplary dtoripltoe. 
I^ery boity kaowa that there ere la the movemeat and among the prleoiierc felthfal 
Oeagiieemen. I am conducting the etniggle In their name and (or their safci. It 
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tfi through Uiem that we may expect to win. 'I'his should mean no reflection on 
those who are weak hut true. Even a child of seven who iicrfornis its allotted task 
faithfully will Ije entitled to the same credit as those who may cheerfully snouni the 
gallows, if thereto called. 

What is hapiicning now is a process of automatic selection. Those who cannot 
stand the test will stay out without dishonour. II yi 0 (‘ritcs niid smugglers will be 
cASt out because tlicy will not atand the real heat or they will be rejected when 
found out. 

(5) C class prisoners^is olxnost a baffling question. I have said more than once 
that classificatioa is bad in itticlf. But the i*ongrcss has come to no decision on 
the question. Meanwhile wc must do the best we can. There is no manner of 
doubt ill my mind tliat the treatment of O class prisoners is unhuman. I do not 
wish to blame either the Cioverfimciit or the prison oflicials. 1 admit that theirs is 
a thankless task. Tor ages almost, they are used to only one tradition. Their mind 
refuses to grasp the distinction f^etween criminals and political prisoners. They 
would make no distinction between ptiaotiers guilty of crimes and those who rebel 
agafJist constituted autiiority. For them the politicals arc worse than the others. 
Blit pressure of public opinion has com)>elled distinction. The result is highly 
unsatisfactory. The will on the part of the officials is lacking. Satyagrabis who seek 
iroiuisonment cannot witli any dignity quarrel with the treatment they cct except 
when their lionour is aitackod. An irreBpoiisible (iovcriiment which the British 
Government in India is may ns it often docs defy public opinion. Hatyagrahis have 
still to court imprisonment. It is one of the gateways to liberty. "'J'hey cannot 
stipulate as to the condition of jaildife. 

But weak as luiblic opinion is, it can espress itself with eflerd on a matter of 
pure humanity. I have suggesteti that medical men should give the lead in this 
matter. 1 umlerstaml that a movement on their part is quite likely. It is cruel to 
distinguish between the food of the diflerent idasses. The needs in the majority of 
cases of the ])olitical inisoners arc identical. I euggeat tliat the rations of all 
poUtU'al .prisoners should approach what is known as balam ed diet with the 
permission to replenish it at prisoners i*xv<cn6c. As lo saiittniiou and oUicr matters 
a non-oflkdal medical committee should make recommendations which should be 
given effect to at once. There should he identity of treatment in all the 
provinces. 

Having said this 1 must warn satyagrahis aganmt huiiperstrikes or the like. 
It is their duty to (‘onforni to the jail regulations in so far ns Uiey do not come 
in conflict witli known rules of honour, not self-made ones by hyjtei -sensitive 
temperaments. These ought not to court imprisonment. I suggest that it is a 
•atyagrabi’s first code of lionour Hint lie wiH voiiscicntioiisly carry out jail discM'pIine 
with the resenaiiuu just mentioned. Sutyngralia is a jirocess of silent (onversion. 
indiscipline and nagging are wlioliy incousisti'iit with the amhition of conversion. 
I am repeating these views of niittc not without fear and trembling. For 1 know 
that jail otUcials luive oltcii ipiotcd Uiem on wrong oc'caslons against aatyagrahi 
prisoners. Of course in all 1 have said theic is noUiiug against carrying out 
conatiiuiional agitation for jail reforms even as to the ao-ralled eriminals. A 
Hatyagrahi is a universal reformer. For him there is do distinction between 
oriniinals and noti-ciiminals. He is out to render service to the whole of humanity 
to the extent of his ability and oiqiortutiity. 

I'hcre is the quiAtiou of newsjwiiers and books. These are as important at 
food, borne would do without food but not iriiliout newspaiiers and literature. I 
hold that deprivaiioji of this amenity is additional punislimeiit for a poliUcal 


pnawivr. A 

lO) AUhough 1 have dealt with the qiiesiton of iion-embarrassmeoi In my 
previous staiemeuts, 1 see that it still continues to agitate many Oongressmen. For 
one iihingt it is tiart of the Bombay resolution and effect should be given to it. 
It is inherent in non -violence. But it is also exiiedieiit. By causing embiurrassment 
at Uds itagp, the authorities most lesent it bitterly snd sre likdy to set madly, 
ill course it would be different, if we had resorted to armed rebellion. Then the 
saying their difliculty becomes our opportuutiy*, would apply. It is obvious that 
exaetly opposite rule should apply when an opposite method is sdopted. It is 
woirie than suicide to resort to violenaL i.e.. eniosrrsssmettt under cover of non- 
violanoe. We may not he ^^temperste and lAirions'' at the same lime. 

^t then to be loy^ical you muat n^ive up C. D. altogdier,’' says the critie. 
To give op C D. woulcf be folly. C. D. is itself completdy nou-TiolcBt actioii. 
It Ji 0 duty* in the face of violence without paxiUel. C. D. in tha promt cm 
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of the riffht to ipeek egeinel perCicipetioo in this wer or ell war. 
If we eenaot do even this much when the occuion demands it^ we nikhl aa 
I gi?e np nOB-Tiolence. C. D. is the assertion of a ritibl whioh law ahonid 
I but it dniei. If performance of a duly causes embarrassment^ it cannot be 
It is my duty to me up drink. It would cause some loss to the 

jeeper. I am helpless. The authority can easily avoid embarrassipent by 

raeognuiBR the elementary right of non-violent free speei*h. Consideration trhether 
the poiiey of sdf-imposM restraint creates an immediate impression on the 
anthority is irreleTant. Belief that it must ultimately is inherent in bdief in non- 
tiolenoe itadf. We may not bear ill-will against the bitterest opponent. 

(7) I do not share the belief that there is no life left in tnc Congreee. "Still 
watem run deep." Congressmen are too much attached to the Congreas to let 
the inatitntioB die of inanity. There seems to be no life because we have no 
speetaeular show in the shape of parliamentary programme or masa D. 'Jliinffs 
*1* according to plan. G. U. is restrutted to acloitcd individuals. It will 
be further restricM to those who re-oiler C.D. as often as iiei*essary. It does not 
matter if the number ia reduced to ten or two. The two will repreaent the whole 
OODgrees. Doea not one ambastador represent his people ? One can be multiplied 
infinitely. Parliamenlaiy activity has beoi almost stopped also according to |dan. It 
may be^ in my opinion should be, stopped completely. But I do not wish to ruah 
things. Membmof Local Boards have in many cases been withdrawn according to plan. 

Thm wlmt are the Congressmen to do if they cannot or will not be allowed 
to oihf G.D. and there is no pariiamentary programme 7 llie answer is simple. 
There am only two things for Congressmen to do. All to carry on the thlrteeniold 
cenatrueUve programme and some selected few to offer C.D. in addition. C.D. la 
a mighty weapon to be wielded effectively by only a few in the first instance, 
live programme is to be woskedT by all Congressmen and even non- 
men if they wOL How can people abut their cyea to its paramount 
impmanee T Even parliamentary programme without it is a mere farce. We 
have had il till KI20. I do not deny Us aaefulneaa even as a fanw is useful. Bui 
there is no such thing as a farce without the backing of a play. In 1020 the 
nathm came Into its own. Constcuctive programme wes described in so many 
words to be a preparation for C.D. rerliamcniary programme was given up toto. 
The nation lost nothing by it Pkriiementary programme will have its definite 
plnee whmi we have a ptfliament of our own. Let it not be forgotten that this 
IS espected to be a fight to the finish. It is true that C.D. will be suspended if 

E nine free speech is mnted. If we do not find ourselves free at the end of 
war rcaumption wlu be a certainty. But that is idle s^ieculation. If we do 
onr pecsenl duty whatever the circumstances that fare us at the end of the war 
we ehall be found ready. 

Let me glance at the constructive programme. There is communal unity. 
It ia worth much more than the whole iwrliamcntary programme. Without it^ 
the latter it usdess. It becomes a field for Interminoble wrangling. Complets 
heart unity takes us almost straightway to indciiendcnce. Let mo not be told 
that there will be no unity at all or not in our life-time. I must refuse to 
believe the negation so long as there are some Congressmen working for unity. 
II the Congress cannot, 1 know that no other institution can. For every Congrese- 
man whatever hie faith must equally represent in his own i«isoo every Indian 
no matter what his faith it. In that sense he belongs to all religioiis. 

Then take untoacbability. 1 repeat that if untouchability lives, Hinduism and 
with it India dica. Is that not a programme worth living for, dying lor ? 

And the sitoning wheel whose every turn brings India nearer her destiny f 
Bvrely It can luUy occupy every day of every Coogressmaa. And the wheel being we 
centre of our solar system it includes all the pisneu in the shape of village induetriet. 

The wheel brings us at once to the emsneipation of India’s ssanbood, Xiaao% 
labourers and all those who are weary and heavy-laden. If. this all-inclusive and 
mighty programme ie not nudcistood and appreciated by Congress they do not 
u the a. b. c. of non-vleieBce nor do Ih^ know the ckmenu of CL D. 
ms pimoamme gives ample eeope lor publie meetings, demonalratieua, 
hillena and the liik Ho oMdal Congrem Commlttma nesd fuuetiou for 
Wbmever five earncsl CongwiifB me found th^ 

iu the 
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Pandit Jawharlara Statement before the Court 

I liATe been told that the ciiAr^e tgaiust me is baaed on the rei^orta of three 
•peechea 1 delivered in the Oorakh| itr Diatrict early in October iaai. Copica of 
tbeae re|K>rta, an«l in one caae.a iranalation into Ent^liab, have been given to roe. 
I hare road thM and 1 cannot coiiicratalato the |»eraoiia who were reai)ooaible for 
the retK)rtiii|4 Iheae reporta, though preaninably taken down in ahurthand. are 
•***! incomplete, confiiaing and often making little aenae. I am a lover 
of^wordi and fdiraiea and try to iihc them appropriately. Whatever my opinioiia 
might hr. the worda 1 nae arc meant to expreaa them intelligibly and in orderid 
•equence in Ibero, and ia likely to obtain an entirely diatortcdimpreaaioii of wimt 
I airtiially eaid. 

T make no complaint of thia rc}>orting and 1 do not auggeat .that deliberate 
diatortiona have Ireen made. Rut 1 do not want to make it clear that wliat 1 aaid 
waa ill many retfiecta entirely difTcrent from what the jumble of worde in the 

X rte would lead me to imagine. If tide da ao in the reporting of my aiicechee, 
n |>artriciilar icare ia tukcii and the more qualified men are employed, I ceaae to 
wonder at wlmt .hapiiena wlien the speecliea of otliera arc reiH)rtcd by totally un- 
qiialifletl peraona* and tlieae arc niA»le the baaia of ebargea in courta of law. 

It ia not my intention to give dciaila of the many errore and miatakca in 
theie re|M)rta. Tbit would mean re-writing them completely, lliat would waata 
your time, Sir, and mine, and would serve little purpoac. 1 am not here to defend 
myaelf, and iwritHpa what I eay in thia statement will make your taek easier. 1 
do not yet know the exact nottirc of the charge agaiiift me. 1 gather (hat it haa 
aoroethiiig to do with the .Defence of India Rules and that it relates to my 
refereiicea to the war and to Uie attempts being made to compel the iicople i>f 
ladia to Ukc .iwrt in the war effort. If that ia so, I shall gladly Admit iMe 
chwige. It ia not necessary to go to garbled reports to find out wbat 1 or other 
CtNiiisreeemen eay in regard to India and the war. The Oongress rcsolotioue and 
atatemente, caMiutly and prec isely worded are there for all the world to know. 
By (hose reaoliitioiia and iiateincnta 1 aland, and 1 consider it my duty to lahe 
the ineMsge of the Congrcaa to the pcoide of India. 

As a matUir tof fact, ever since the Congresa came to Uie conclusion that, in 
Older to give ellert to the Congress 4 oIii*y, satyngruha or civil disobedience should 
be eurted, 1 have endeavoured to check myself in my utterances aud to avoid 
what might be termed aatyaginba. Such wna the direction of our CHiief, BrobaiAia 
Ihuidlil. who deeired that the Satyogralia idiniUd be confined to particular persona 
of Ida choice. One aiich |>eraoii wua i^lected and he expvewied in public uiteramtei 
the Congreai attitude to the war, laying some empliaais on the Oongreas policy of 
oon-violetice. It waa my good fortune to ka\4^ been selected to follow him and to 
give exiireaaion to the Congress viewpoint, with perhaps greater emphasis on the 
potitleaf aepect. It had bc^ decided that 1 aiiould do ao, after giving due aotiee 
to the awthoi itiea. frosn Novmher 7 on wards, in tJie diati ici of Allababad. That 
proftramsoa haa l^n varied owing to my arrest and trial, and the C|n«rtuuity 
to give frank and full ex>ircBMon to the Cougresa policy in rfgaid to the war 
haa coast to me earlier than I anticipated. 

If I aria choseu, or before me Shri Vioolui Bhave was chaeeo for thie 
pnrpoet, jl waa not to give espweaaion to our inifividual viewa. We were aymbolB 
of the imde of India. 'Aa indtsidnala wc may have counted for little, but as 
tuch aynibola and rcinrcaenlattroB of the Indian twoi k, we counted for a great 
deal. In tbe fiame ^f thorn ]wo|de we aasrried iheir right to freedom and to 
decide for Iheenaelvm wbat they aliould do and mljmt they would not do ; we 
ehallciif^ the i^ht of any other auihority, by whomsoeicr conaliiuted, to dcuiTe 
them of thia right and to enforce its will ii|H)n tliem. It waa monetiona that any 
individual or grom» of iadivltliiala. deriving no anthoHty from ibe lodiaB people 
Md not rapoMtole to 1^ In any way. should impoee their will upon them and 
thruet the hundiede of sdlliOM of India, without any iclHrenee to tSmm or thmr 
feptesentotWee, in a mighty war which waa none of their Mcidqg. It wm amaiiag 
and full of rigaldeanee that thIe Mmold be dene ia thenMua el fiaedem^ 
ailf-deteniination a^ dmnoefacT, for which, it waa aUq^ the war wae hefaic 
m^We were alow in eomii« to rnqr final eonci Jone.; wa heritotefaad 
partqyd, we aooi^t a way ont h ono niah ia to all the pertfae ^*“*Tmr* We UM 

wd the laevitM eenclae ien waa toeed apan ne that no te ae the 

I er l epe ya ^vfi h India wm concerned. ww elin 
to do Mr frin md to conHine to be csiMlei In M 
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lift tlruetttre. Tliat wm t powtion which w« ooaM ae?er toierale, whatertr the 
conieqiienm. 

m wm few persont in Tndin. I inppoie. whether they ire ladiiae 
or Enpishmen, who hive for yeirs past so consistently ntsed their fotcei igiiMi 
Fisctsm ind Niasm is I hive done. My whole nitore rebelM if^nit IbM 
inA on wiiny in oMssion, I vehemently criticised the pro*fiteist ind ippeeaemeat 
policy of the British Government. Ever since tlie 'invisioa of Itoohurii, md 
subs^nenily in Abyssinia, Central Enrope, Hpain and China, I iiw^^ith pain and 
anniish how country after country was betrayed in the name it thi# appeasement 
and the lamps of liberty were heiii}i; put ont. 1 realised that imphyialiam could 
only funclion in tliis way ; it had to appease its rival imperialiams, or else its 
own idooloirieal foundations were weakened. It bad to choose between tbia tad 


Bfiaio and Albania, *'to far-away rountrica about which few people had ever heard,*' 
as the then Prime Minister of England put it, it did not matter much and 
was faithfully puraned. But when it came nearer home and thseatenad tte 
British Empire itself, the dash came and war began. 

Again there were two alternalivea before the British Govern uMot and each 
(toverij men t engaged in the war— to eonlintie to function in the old imperiallat way 
or to end this in their own doroaiiii and become Uie leaders of the urgi for freedom 
and revolutionary change the world over. They chose the former, though they talked 
still in terms of freedom and self-determination and democracy. But their 
cuiiception of freedom was even in words, limited to Euro|)e, and evidently 
meant freedom to carry on with their Empire in the old way. Not even pm 
and diaaeter have weakened their intention to hold on to their Empire and to 
enforce their will ution snbject peoples. In India we have had over a year of war 
goverament. 'fbe people's elected legislatures have been sutpendad and ignored 
and a greater and more wide-spread stitorrscy prevails here loan anywhere elee 
in the world. Recent measures have supprcssca completely tuch limited fra^m, 
sa the press possessed, to give facts and opinions. If this is the prelude to the 
freedom that is promised us, or to the 'new order* about which so much is aaiA 
then wa can well imagine what the later atagee will be when Knglend eaNTgee 
a full-blooded fascist ritale. 

I am convinced that the large msiority of the people of England are weary 
of empire, and hunger for a real new order. But we have to deal not with them 
but with their Government and we have no doubt in oiir minda as to what that 
Government aims at. With that we have nothing in common and we shall lealat 
it to the uttermost. We have therefore decided to be no parties to ibis imposed 
war and to declare this to the world. This war hss led already to wide-epread 
destruetton and will lead to even greater horror and miiery. With tboae who aufler 
we aympaihiaed deeply and in all sincerity. But uiiIms the war baa a revolutionary 
aim of ending the present order and aubaii luting something baaed on freedom and 
co-operation, it will lead to a conUiiuation of wara and violence and uttermoet 
destruction. 

'rhai is why we mnst disaociate ourselves from this war and advise our people 
to do likewise and not help in any way with money or men. That is our bottnoen 
duty. But even epert from thia, the treatment accorded to the Indian people 
during the pest yeer by the Briliab authorities, the latter's attempts to eneottii||e 
every disruptive and reactionary tendency, tlietr forcible realiaaiiooa of money for 
the war from even the poor of India, and their repeated affronts lo Indian natioo* 
alism, are such that we can never forget them or ignore them. No aelf-reapeoting 
people can tolerate such behaviour, and Che people of India have no intention of 
tolerating it. 

I atniid before you, Sir. as an individual being tried for certain oibn e ei 
egaiost the State. You are a aymbol of that State. But 1 am also aomelhUi|C 
more than an individual. I too am a aymbol at the present moroent^ a tymbM of 
Indian nationalism, resolved to break away from the British Empire and aehleve 
the independence of India. It ie not me that you are eceUng to iudge m 4 
condemn, but rather the hnndreds of millionc of the people of Indi^ cad thtt It a 
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them. The futnre recorder of this hietorj might well mj ibet, in the hour of 
•ufnreme trial, the Oorernment of Britain and the people of Britain failed beenuee 
ttny were drunk wim the wine of imperialiam and could not adapt themeeWee 
to a changing world. He may route over fate, of ein|>irea wbu*h have alwaye falleo 
beeauee of this weakness, and call it destiny. Certain raosee inevitably produce 
certain results. We .know the causes ; the results are following inesoribly in 
Ibeir train. 

It is a small matter what hapiiens to me in tliis trial or subsequently. 
Indifiduale count for little : they coroe and go, as I shall go when iny time is 
up. l^eveii times I have been tried and convicted hv Biitiah authority in India, 
and many years of my life lie buried within prison walls. An, eighth time or a 
ninth, and a few more years, make little diflerenee. But it is no small matter 
what happens to India and her millions of sons and daughters. That it the issue 
liefore me and that ultimately, it the issue before you, Sir. If the British 
Oovernment imagines that it can continue to exploit them and play about with 
them against their will, ss it has done for so long in the past, then it is 
grievously mistaken. It has misjudged their present temper and remi history 
ill vain. 

I should like to add that I am happy to be tried in Gorakhpur. The 
peasantry of Gorakhpur are the iHxirest and the most long-suffering in my 
province. They are the products of a hundred and fifty years of British rule ana 
the sight of their poverty and misery is the final conclem nation of the authority 
that lias dealt with them these many years. I am glad that it was my visit 
to Gorakhpur district and my attempt to serve its people, that haa led to 
this trial. 

I thank you, Sir, for your courtesy. 

District Jail, Gorakhpur. 

November 3, 1940. Jawaharlal Nehru. 


SUtement of the Secretary, Womens Department, A. 1. C C. 

Shrl Sucheta Devi's Statement Before the Covrt 

I am a believer in non-violence. I consider all Violence and War as 
stupidly vicious and wicked. If individual murder is wicked, cold, calculated mass 
murder in w.ir, fur whatever cause, is iiiHnitely mure wicked. The human body 
is God's temple. M'o lay violent bands u|>on it is tu desecrate that temple. 
Moreover, we women, all over the world through our organisationa have repeatedly 
declared niir opposition to war. Onrs is the role of creation and not of dee^uction. 
The mothera therefore can not tolerate the butchering of the Natioiia* youth to 
•atiafy the ambitions of poliiiri.'ms. We liKik ui>oii all ware as unjust and sinful. 
I tlierefore have not only conacieiitions objection to war but am an active war 
resister. I couMuler it my duty to persnade iny brothers, in all peaceful manner, 
to desist from helping war, anil thus save them from the siu of nmiss murder 
and esrnaue. 

The iieight of wickedness is to oblige unwilling |ieople to indulge tn maaa 
murder. 1 believe the present day wars are due to economic exploitation, power 
politjgs. national aiwl racial arrogance. Imihi does not auffer from theae vicea. We 
want to train our people so that they may not l)e victims of these vK*ei. We give 
the necessary training hy tbe way wo conduct tbe atrug;:lc for our independence. 
'I1ic Congreaa resolutions on war have all declared that India has no itaarrel with 
ila iicigliboiira with whom it wants to live in peace and amity. 

The reaiHmaibiliiy for the present war rests with the ^lolitietans of Europe. 
They have brought it upon innocent people for their imi>enal ambitions. They 
have increased its horrors by prosiitiiting si ience to the service of war, by piling 
up arinanants and inventing novel and cruel ways of deatructioa of life and 
property. England and France, the victors in the last war, are at roach reepontibW 
for the preaeiit condagration as Oerinany and Tuly Being vtclore the former had 
it iu their power, to arrange the world on a more equitable basia, bat ioetead ther 
repudiated all the promises made during the war and perpetrated through thsv 
peaee trealiea worse injustice and con fusion than existed before. They etarved and 
bumilated the vanqiuehed. They cut territories acd peofile at will or for their 
own imperial designs. They disoigatiited the economic life of oeutral Euiope. They 
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fretted ilie fiCt^riie of Nations OAtcnaibli' to eliminate trtr, but thcv tabottKed th$ 
Tbogr made disarm am cut, ilte only gnarjintee for iieaeo im|VMi«ble. lliei 
by Ebrir onrctaoiiable domandH on Germany destroyed the Weimar JUs|mblie and 
helped Hi tier to inoniit to power. Ry their conduct at the time of Japaneae 
aii^ltressioH in Manchuria, llali.-m conqitent of Abhyssinia, and Siianish civil war, 
they rac*oura;:ed 'fori«eH of o;r^rcssion and evil. Ry ita |)t>lii'y of Aptteaaement and 
oi>iH>8iti4fti to alliance with ISiissia. lCii|;lAiid encoiiraj^cd Hitler. The alliea, Uierefore, 
aloiiir miih the axis |K)wcr8 arc resjonaible for the present war and hiatory will 
reconl this laot. 

Ai<>way. wherever the rrs|H)iisihility for the present war may lie, is in no 
way rca;Hnieible for Uic misfortiiiie. To dra^; her therefore in the wickedncaa of 
oihers is a crime a;:ninst the Indian fteople. It is to make them inniriiineiiia of 
mass murder, for whii'li they do not even the 30 silver coine. the wauca of 
betrayal and sin. I hflieve no nation has covetous deot^tus on India. Even if 
there be any who have aneh desi^nSj we should, in all fitinics^. be allowed to 
opiKisc them in the manner we consider best. And we have nircidy in our atruiritle 
for frmloni, shown what way we caitsidcr liest. We have dissuaded our yoiiii^meit 
from the way of the pistol anil the Imnib. We have ;;ivcn them an eUtcacious and 
powerful weaiuii in .'^atya'jraha. 

Kurland prides iiscll that is. has at last found a leader under whom it can 
fi|i;ht for Uip safety of its homes and the liiicrty of its |)eo|dc. Rut Indiana with 
the same self-same nndntioti of c^fahiishinu their liberty, are considered as sedition 
moDCierst disturbers of the peace :utd reheU. The Eii<;lish youihs may leave 
thmr schools and colleges i4> liuht on the haMcfiohl for tlioir freedom but ft is not 
nro}wr for the Indian youths to demonstrate v*dnHt a monstrous seiitcnco, which 
lias shocked even Kupflishmen. pasMCil U)m>u one of the brnvest, most patriotic and 
most beloved sons of India. If Kii:;«and is proud of its CaurebiU we have moro 
reason to lie proud of oitr leaders, iii.asuin h .as they wa^c iioii-viulcnt fiKht and 
opiKise tyranny and wickedness with their Hiincrtii}( and sacrifice. 

I do not believe in a double set of moral values o:ie for individual and social 
conduct and another for political and inrcniational idaiions. (icnilcmanly conduct 
must be the same in the family, the club the market nhu'C, os at an international 
dipJomstic table. Untruth and deceit are low ami roDrchciisible in both the eases. 
It is therefore that Mahatma Gandhi, our Leader, has asked its not to oflfer 
Hatyaitraba in secret but to inform the authorities of what wc intend to do. From 
the ordinary iKtliiiesl view imint this may apitcar fooliKh but our values are moral 
and our |K>!itics are an tntei;ral part of our life. Wo believe, that here as elsewhere 
honesty is not only the best policy but also the best diplomacy. Holdinj^ Uieao 
views 1 do not rcco(;iiisc the authority of Uiia court in imliiical cases. 

7 - 12 - 1040 . 

Arrests and Convictions of Shri Vinoba Bhave, Pandit 
Jawaharlal and Vallabhbhai 
Shrl Vinoba Bbara*s Arrest 

Shii Vinoba Rhave oflTcred sntyAfralm on October 17. lOJO by dfdiverlnpc an 
anti-war speech before a rural aiidiciirc in the vitl.-iec of raiinar, seven miles from 
Wardha. He voiced in siniidc lan^unirc India's protest n^aiiist her forcible 
pariici)>ation in the Eurniiean war. Shri Vinoba was albiwcd to carry on hia 
anti-war pro|>ap:aDdA for four days but on the fifth day in the ciirly hours of the 
rooming of tJetober 21, a warrant of arrest was served on him at Dcoli. He was 
tried same day at Wardha and sentciiecd to three months* iinprisooment. 

PandB Jawaharlal Nchra a Arrest and Conviction 

On hia way back from Wardha where he had ;;oiie to meet Gandhi ji Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehiii wat arrested at Chheoki in tlie evening of October 8l under a 
warrant from Gorakhpur. 'J’bc news of bis arrest spread rapidly throughout the 
country. Hicre were atmiitaiieoiis demonsiraiions all over * the country, Hartala 
in cities and towns and atrtkes by stitdeiiu in nniversitiea. colleges and acbools. 
Pandit Jawaharlal Xchru*a trial took place at Gorakhpur. He was sentenced to 
four years' imprisonment. 

Bardar Vallabbbliai Patel'a Arrest 

The second phase of the movement started with the arrest of Bardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel in Guiarat. On 17th November, he gave uotkse to the District 
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MftiriHtrAto of liiii intention to sbont ftiiti-wnr ftlofSAiii on the clay following;. Before, 
ver, the next tiny datriicd he wai ameted at aiiotil D the tatue under 
li.n) Itcfciiee of liiilm Jliilc;*. 


Arrest and Conviction of The Conffress Piresident 

SatYa^rnha waa eutiitciKlcd hy (inndlii)i d’iriii}<: the X'rnaa week. The motive 
l>rhitid the KiiH|»cnHion ana to do nothin^; nhirii would raiiKe inconvenience to the 
otliriitlrt and dinturh il:p happy mid jovial atnuM*phrre diirjnt; the x’rowi celehrationi. 
Ah tlion^h to reciprocate hiH (feature, Mitnlnna Ahiil Kaiam Az'td was arreated at 
Allahahod on l»ccpinl)t*r :!•». ‘Hie cotintry niiawertd the arreat of tlie CunKrcM 
rreKuletit. I>y hariala aiiil domoiiKtrntioiiH in all fmrta of the country. The Cont^resa 
I'reaideiit wan tried in Naini .Itiil and aentenced to 18 nioniha* im|»ri8onment. 

Ill an cxieinporr atatement before t.he court the Con^roHi Preaident pleaded 
ptiilty to the char^'c. lie aaid that na tlie rrcaident of the Indian NatioruJ Con- 
^rcaa* it had Ihtii hia duty to rxi htiii to the fieople Con^reaa i»olicy with regard to 
war. That t>oli<‘y wak one of complete non‘co-o|»erntion with the war efTort going 
on in the count ry. If wiini he had done, wua an olfctice, he had committed tl^ 
otienco and what waa more, he had nHkccl iliouaaiuU of peot»lc to dolikewioe. 


Dr. Rabindranath Tagore*8 Reply to Mias Rathbone, 
Woman M.P.'s Appeal. 


1 h ive been ilccply pained at Miav Itutlihonc'a open letter to Indiana. I do 
not know wiio Mi«*s Miitlihone is hot 1 take it that nhe repreaents the mentality of 
the nvcraiTC ‘welldnientioiKMl' Hritirthcr. Her letter ia mainly addreaacd to Jawahar- 
Is.l ami I have no <lonbt that if that noble fiuditer of frccdoni’K battle bad not been 
p»}r;xod behind pri?<on hara hy Misa UiUhlionc'a countrymen, he would have made a 
fitting ami apiiitrd reply to her giatuitoiiH aennon. Ilia enforced ailence makea it 
iiceo'^fiary for luc to voice niy protcat even from my aick bed. 

The lady Ima dl-aervcd t!ie caiiac of her people by addreaaing ao tndiacreet, 
indeed impeiiiiienl. a clinllciiKa t^> our cotiaeiencc. She ia ac^andiiHaed at oor 
iiigrndliidr,— that havinir ‘dniiik deeply at the wella of Engliah thought' we should 
atiii have aomc thought left for our M>or country's intcrcsla. Kiiglish thought, in 
so far ns it ia rcprrm iitalivc of the best iraiiitiona of western enlightenment baa 
indeed taught ns mind), but let me add, tboac of our coiiiitrynion who have profited 
Ity ii have done so despite the oflieial llritisli attempts to ilbeducate ua. We might 
have nciiicvtfd introduetion to Westcrii learning through any other Enroiicaii 
laiigungc. Have all the oilier peoples in the world wailed for the British to bring 
them eidightcinncnt ? 

it is sheer insolent Helf-complaeeiico on the part of our so>called Engliah 
friends to nHsniuc that hud they not 'taught.' ua we would still have remained in 
the dark agoH. Through the oflieial British cbnnncla of education in India 
iiavc ttowcil to our chiblreii in sclumls not the heat of English ihoiigbt but its 
refuse, wliich has only de]uived them of wholesome repast nt the table of their 


own culture. 

Assnniiiig, Iiowcvcr, that English language is the only channel left to us for 
'eidightenmciit,' all that 'drinking deeply at its wells* has come to is that in IS^l, 
even after a couple of centuries of Britiah adiniiiiatraiion. only about one )ier cent, 
of the population was f<||ind to lie liicrnte in English, -while the U.8.S.K. in 1932, 


after 

cdiiv 


r only iiftecn years ol Sfovict adiiii nisi rat ion, 9S per cent, of the children were 

j wted. Clheao figurea arc tnkat from the ^^tatcaman'a Year-Book, an Engliah 

publication, not likely to err on the Kusaian aide). 

But even more no'casary than the so-callerl culture arc the bare elementary 
needs of c.xi8ten<‘C. on which alone can any aii)«r-8tructure of enlightenment rest 
And wliat have the Britisli who have held tight the purac-atringa of our nation for 
more titan two centuries and exploited its resources, done for our ]xx>r |icopIe ? 

1 took around and see fnmishml liodica crying for bread. I have seen women 
in villages dig up mud for a few drops of drinking water ; for wells are even more 
scarce in Indian villages than schools. 1 know that the f^niilation of England 
itself is today in daiiger of starvatum and 1 symimthise with them, but when I 
see how the whole might of the British navy is engaged in convoying food veesds 
to the English ahorcs and when I rccoUa-t that I have seen our people perish of 
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hunprer and not even a cArtlcwMl of rk*c bnnrlii to their tloor from the nci^hbouriiijt 
district, 1 ctiniot help i ontrasiiiiK the Briiliih nt home irith tlic lirUiHli in ludui« 
Shall AC then be grateful to the Uritiah. if not for kce)>iiig ns fed, nt least for 
nresen'ing law and order 1 I look arouml and see riots mirtng nil over the roitiilry. 
When scores of Indian lixes nre lost, our i-roi^erty loofcd , our women diiihononrru, 
the mighty Rritisli arms 3tir in ii(» uetioii, otdy the British voice is rnised from 
overseob to chide us for our iinlitncss to put our house in onler. 

Exam I ties are not wanting in history* wlieii c\cu Jfiilly armctl warriors have 
shrunk More su|>cri()r miuht and (‘Oiitingciicics have arisen in the picsent war when 
the bravest among the British, rrei»' h and (ircek sohlicrs have had to evarnato the 
battlC'tiehl in Kii ruin' bocnus(' they were overwhelmed by su|)rrior armaments— but 
when our poor nmumeil and helpless peasants, eneiiiiiljei(Hl with er^diig iMtlics. flee 
from homes unable to itroteft tliein from armetl goondas, the British ofhcials 
perhaj« smile in (*onteinpt at our cowardi(*c. 

Every British civilian in Kni^land is armed totiny for proto<-ting his hcartli and 
home against the enemy, but in IiMliaeven Inthi-lrnining was forbidden by decree. 
Our ])eople have l)ccii dcli!M*ratcly diHnrmcd ainl rmasciiliite*! in onler to keep tlicin 
i)er)>ctiially cowed and at Uie inon-y of their aimctl maHters. The British hate the 
Nazis for merely challenging their world mastery and Miss Bsthbone expects us to 
kiss the hand of her iH*oplo in servility for having riyetcHl chains on ours. A 
govern men t must be judged not by the pretensions of its siu>kcsmon hut by Us 
m tual ami eflfivtivc < oiitribntion to tlie well-being of the |*eople. 

It is not so inui'h hct aii»e the British nre foreigners that they arc unwelcome 
to ns and have found no place in our hearts ns hct‘ausc while i>reti‘ndiiig to be 
trustees of our welfare they lla^e lietrayetl Ihe great trust and baye snrriflei^l the 
happiness of millions of India to hheit the lOckets of a few capitalists at lunne. 
I should have tliought that the dt**-cnt Biiti>lier would nt least k«Tp silent at these 
wrongs and bo grateful to ns for our inactum. hut that he shouhl add insult to 
injury and |)our salt over out wounds, passes all bounds of decem y. 

Santimketun, 


Shri Bhulftbhai Detai'a Speech in the Attetnbly 

(Dflivjfred on Tucsihti:, /WA Krr, mh(r, tl40 ulUf ftrpf>Bing ihf Finance Fill) 
feir. it is for good resu-ons that, after an nhsein e of some 18 montlis, I stand 
before this House in order to he able to cx’ our view as to the issue which has 
now been raisc<l by means of the Jlill, sinall in iUclf, hnt iin| orlii>g a very large 
eontroversv. Had it not been lor the fact that it invoUed those issues wc would 
still have ’ contiiintd, not-wiih-standiiig all comnn*nts, onr attitude of protest wlw 
which we marked abstention fioin the proi ceilings ol this House ever siiiec the 
month of August last yiar. ll was on radio Sir, that for the fiisl time we beard 
that a Finance Bill or a trnpplcmcntnry Finance Ihll had been intro<liieed in Uits 
Bouse and that its express purpose was to find at leaat aj»Brl of the money 
rctiuired for what the Finance Mcinljcr dewrilied ns rxtra-war effort and extra-war 
exi>enditurr. The issue theicfoie, having hicn dirrcily raised, it hecomea oiir 
Ixiundeii diitv not only to he picsent hcie, hut to do onr l>est smi speak in Uie 
name of those whom we represent, not merely in this House or the other niil from 
the i>osnt of view of this f|uesii(-ii of India’s duty of pariii i) niion in this war iBorl. 
It ia for that reason that imnudisiely J heard on the ladio ibe ymrwe •*'d object 
of the Bill, I thought it my diny to *r.ll all my rollcngnca there in order that, Wfi^ 
their suiuort, 1 niav he rhlc to state our case before this House, not merely 
within the narrow | rtuiicis of this place where, it is said, privilege rides, but to 
the wider atinosphcre and the wider audiences which now can lie reached tbrougn* 
out the length and hreodth this woild within less than a few miiiutea ; and no 
ordinancra and no Criminal Law Amendment Act and no 
prevent our voice reaching the ears of tlie i»cople of this world. At all 
would have done a duty to conscience cxplaiiiiiig our attitude, npf b* • *1'**^, ^5? 

Iiiatificalion but in a aidiii of reason, whether it prevails or ^ 

ia for that valid reason that I make no apology whatever for »‘^^**’Kj^*** 
after aoch a long absence and putting the strain of coming wt -haste on mw^ 
rAmradea who* have come from far lifouib and far North aticl far Ttat and far 


comrades who'bave come from far ffotiib 
which alone will explain, if any doubt exists ncrc, 
the pronouncement that we in our huniilny prrsuuic lo make before this xioute lof 


ill acceptance; 
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Puring thg Obune of the dclmte that Ims taken t>larc there hare been pictures 
iclfen of Hctvcfk on Earth and ap|«a1s have been made to ho|>es and fears and 
naiterics and eaiolinf^lB, but there is no place for any of these. Each one must 
ooncMdre it his duty to the l>est of his li};ht and to pursue it in a spirit of absolute 
firmness. 1 am not, therefore, sayiiitr that the view ttiar we take is necessarily the 
light one and, therefore, 1 will not, in the roiirsc of the leniarks thst 1 pro]H)8e 
to make, question the sincerity of aiiy itidividind i cr.ouii ns to the view thst he 
bolds, D] iit a criticism and analysis of the idous thut behind it or Uie motives 
that furnish it must not be mistaken for a critii isni of any btmn f le^, 1 ray tlds 
for tills r^son that the aixilo^ista for the pnrii> ipation of India in the war have 
restored to what ;^ou may call dtflctTtii ty) rs of H'r^onal criticism, to Congress 
criticism, to Ministerial criticism, nnd tdso to a possible hope for India in the 
future. It is a very vtide range : at the anmc time it is not my desire, lieyoiid a 
reasonably limited time, to 0 (cnpy the Hoiih*. nhe fact leinwins. however, that 
the introduction of this measure, whatever may I.e the view of those who tlioiicht 
this an optxirtuiie time to i rodticc it, was a in( st unwise thing to do. The tirst 
and foremost reason is that it v\aB chdiiicd, at all evrniH until this issue was put 
forward directly, that India was paiticipniing in the war.— a dcelamaiion for the 
purtxtie of the consumption of the v.orhl. And if they wanted to kee)« up that 
illusion, they might have hctn wUer if for a nurc two irons of rniKres they 
had not brought up this Hill for this exprcHs purpose. And it is still more unwise 
having regard to the fset, that hy reason of cxentM whii-h have (NM iirrcd. if not 
entirely the very debate in the iioi:se of Con.moiiK on India's ((•niiiluitioii to the 
war effort has had to he wisely luHiponnl. long as they alono spoke, it was 
quite easy to represent to the world that India was with them in this war effort 
but as soon as others were allowed to speak or to express their opiidon, n (ilfferciit 
tale would have had to he hoard. From that point of \icw. 1 stihmil, !:Sii, that 
it was extremely unwise, unless it he that they believed that tike oilier measures 
during the absence of the Coiigirrs, of whiili Mr. (tiitilths spoke, perhai^s there 
woulu be a vote of the House and ihf ie would not he a word here cxeettt 
hallelujahs the best of whidi was exhihited only a few moments ago. It was on 
that hone or in that belief probably that it wasiniiiidcd to test, ns a thin end of 
the wecfge, whether any propaganda value can l>e created by a measure of this 
character. It is unfortunate from the point of view of tlic oi>jeeiive ; it is fortunate 
from the iK>iiit of view of those like me wlio have had at least an op|K>riiinity in 
this House to be able to say what 1 bclic\e sinccicly. iqiudly sincer€l> with others, 
ludia thinks of this war. 

As soon at the war was dcclnrcii, no doubt by reason of the ronsutiitional 
right which the Ctovcriior-Gencral had, wiiJiin a few hours of the declaration of 
the war in Knglaiid, it was stated by the (iovernor-Gcnersl ihai India was at war 
with Germany. Uf course no longer is Germuny the only eneniv, but that ii was 
the state ot atfaiis at the time the war wns dt « lured. And nut-wiih'Stunding the 
fact that this right wns txciciscd as a matter oi right of a siibjoet race and over 
a subji'Ct raec by a domiiieut Power, still in this House there arc those who argue 
that Uiia not an inqiosid war. The only apology which Mr. Grifliths oflered to 
tills Uouse was. iii the Inugiinge, the rej ic scniaiive character of the Assembly 
did not House been consulted in the month of September V* The Congress was 
absent from the Hotiac and. Uiereforr, in his language. Die representative 
charselcr uf the Assembly did not exist. \Viiile tiyin*' to give an exrlanatiou, 
he yielded more than he intciuied to do. He first yieldcil to what ia |ierfcctly right — 
that without the i^escncc uf the elected members, or at all events a large number 
of elected members, the lliitise was uiirej>reseututi\c ; and so it wns ; and it is said 
that, that was s good c£l*use for not consulting Indrn. It is i>crfcctly right that 
constitutions! privileges and rights exist, but it is always the fwirt of wisdom to 
exeteisc such rights discriininatingly, ami this brings me to tlie reason why we 
have abstained from the prhcGcdingH of Uds House lur tiie past year. 

Before we decided on this ooursc, the liido-Briiish I'sct was before this 
Bouse* It was rejected by the vote of this House. A Bill was brought iu with 
a Tiew to give effect to what the liritith Government thought wot the proper 
agreement to make in the name of India, drspitc the vote of India ; and it 
passed through the ususl stages of a rejected Bill and a recommended Bill and 
nltimately b^ame law, merely by the exercise of Uiat prerogative, and we then 
lelt— and 1 expretaed it from this very ]4aec— that ii our only use in this Uoose 
is, in so for as executive matters, cxtemsl affairs and defence ore concerned, thst 
we ore ulefiil when we agree and that wc ore ukIcss when we disagree, you may 
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hm the powm. hut that doea not mean that they are alwaja to be exercleed 
whenefer you are defeated— and we felt then that ai«ari from a few leglelatire 
meaearee wMcih oovid not be certified the BrlUeh Government had ado))ted an 
attitude of implacable oppoaitiou to our using the rawere which they poeeceoed 
and that they wiabed to govern thia country as if there waa no other aection in 
the^ Government of India Act eseept the wide irreaiKMieible powers of executive 
which they poeaeased. If that use was to be made of the conatitiiUoii and if the 
vote of the House were to be a mockeij, then we felt that after remaining for 
a sufficiently long period here we had, in so far as propaganda value waa 
concerned, served our purpose It waa for that reason Ibat we did not think it 
worth while to apend our time anj longer here, and now we have come only, aa 
I said, becauie we feel that the lasue raised is one oti which we feel our dnly 
to ezpreaa an opinion, the oidnion of those whom we represrnt. 

On the declaration of the war by tlie Governor-General in the name of 
India, a atatement was made to far aa we were concerned, by the Working 
Committee of the Indian Kational Congress ; and by that statement we have 
always stood, and it is not a atatemant in the name of any side, in the name of 
any aection. If the war is a war **to defend the rynn, tlie imiwialiat 

poaaesaiona and the colontea and vested intereete and privilege, then India can have 
nothing to do with it. If, however, the issue is democrac y and a world order 
baaed on democracy, then India is intensely intercated in it. The Committees 
are convinced that the intereata of Indian democim^y do nut conflict with the 
interests of British democracy or the world demorrat*y. Unt there ia an inherent 
and ineradicable conflict between democracy in India and dsewliere and Imiieria- 
lism and Fascism. If Great Britain fights for the rosin tcnaiu*e and cxtciiaion of 
democracy then she must necessarily end im^terialism in her own iKtasesaiona, 
establish full democracy in India and the Indian |)eople must have the right to 
self-determination." 

We took up that position then and having taken up that position by that 
fHMition we have stood aiirce. And we aaid further, '^The Working Counaittee» 
therefore invite the British Government to declare in unequivocal terms what 
their war aims are in regard to democracy and Imperialiam and tba new order 
that is enviaued, and particularly how these aims are going to apply to India 
and to give effect to them at present." Therefore, from the time that the war waa 
declaredr imposed war aa it waa. we are aiiil awaiting to see the reaction to our 
atatement 

An Hononvable Member : What ia the date of that ? 


Mr. Bhulafaliai J. Deaai : The date of that ia September 14, 1939. Bo 
that, immediately on the issue being considered by those whom I have the 
honour to repieaent, we took up an intenifrible-~wt team 1 hope it ia intelligible— 
and a definite position as to tlie terms and cireumatanoea under which alone, even 
if this war was an imposed war, we ahall make it our own. We began with the 
fact that it waa an impoa^ war. No amount of argument eun get rid of the fact 
that it waa an imposed war, for whatever poor apology asigbt be ofimd for the 
declaration of war by Britain and for involving ua in the declaration of war— and 
1 do take note of the fact that after it was followed by the Dominions— tlie fact 
remains that Ireland is not at war and ia neutral : the faet ramahia that by the 
skin of their teeth one of the parties in the South African PkHiament aurceeded 
in getting a vote against neutrality so that it doea not require any examination of 
the eoDatitutional poaitiou of the Btatote of Weatminater In order to see that in 
fact and in practice what is called the British Common wcaltii of Naiiooa, eliminating 
of course England heraclf, bave elected of their own free will to ioln or not to 
ioin, aeoording to the dictates and the requirements of their own policies. WliilcL 
therefore, this was an impoaed war which on the very ground that it is an iropoiod 
war we want to resist— we were atill not unmindful of the fact that if thia war 
waa going to be, not in order that England may defend India at her property— 41 
that u the war, undoubtedly, tlicre ie no man iu this House who can jui up— not 
even the European— and aay, **¥€8, this ia your war. take part in it." Tb# poaltkm 
and problem, therefore, ie extremely eimple. aim peobiem ie that unicaa it ia made 
India's war it is impoetible tliat you will get ludia’e eupport By that pdMtioo we 
■tend today, aa we stood on that day. ... ... 

Coniddcrablo diaenaaion. thereafter, took plaeo : dmlmutioMi of polley were 
made from time to time and it would ooeupy the time of tho Hcfime too-wig if I 
took them all over the hiatorical bael^nd U which a few . jme^glvmi 

by the Hcoomablf Mr. Hmm. But he aeked et the end of it alL ^The Yicmof 
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made jon an oAr, made India an oilinr— I Uke iL Bat yon franted them to part 
with power/’ And be aaid in the laet eeotenee. '*Wbat nee wae going to be made 
oC that power T” Now, Sir, in to far at thie political laeue wbieh I do not wiah 
to dilate upon hae been made one of toe argumente during the eoane of tbie 
debate* 1 cannot poaaibly avoid it at the rian of being mieunderetood. It ia a 
curione cooinieutaiy that the membcre who apoke on braalf of the Qovemment 
barely referred to it. It waa reeerved for the repreaentativee of the defendere of 
Eugbuid in India to raiae tbe ieeue in a more deSnite way. True, one mnat not 
take notice of any thing* as we are told. Why abould you think of the paet ill- 
deeda, miadeeda or delauita— and now you muat light t But aayi Mr. Jamea that 
la perfectly true, yon muat fight Tltcrefoce, it ia not tbe BritiA Government alone 
but tbe repreaentalivea of Britain in India who get up and any '*oh you want 
power, you want to bargain with ua ? Tbia ia not the time fop bargaining ; you 
won’t get it.'’ if racial arrogance ever went any further, it waa thia ; for it waa 
not tbe Government that waa apeaking. It waa tbe repreaentativee of Britain in 
India who aaid : **Ob, we want to retain power, and you be our inatrumenta in 
fighting tbe war”->an extraordinary bargain of which I make a preaent to ‘ 


frieude. Ue aaya : We retain the |iower and you as our inatrumenta fight the 
war”. If that is the bargain, I re^t it ofTdiand, in every manner poeaible. What 
ia tbe good of telling ua that this is our war except by fear-mongenng. to which 
I shall come in a few moments or by painting a picture of hmven on earth— that 
some day it will come troe. Neither of tboae argiimeiita hat any value in view 
of tbe past experience in Indian hietory. It ia not a matter of comment I am 
not reflecting on any body ’e Iona ; but after ail, man would not be a man, 
man would nut be a ihae man, if be did not profit by experience. 

In tlie last war, India give her whole-hearted support, including Mahatma 
Gandhi, including myaelf. I went about lecturing with my friend Sir Thomas 
Btraiigman. A million and a half men and seven hundred million pounds were 
provided, and at the end of the war we know what happened. And yet tbe same 
phrases were used aa are used today, the same hopes of maintaining tbe freedom, 
of bringing it back, tbe freedom of email races or eiibjeet racea *, the same abuse, 
deserved or undeserved, of tbe Hans, end yet they bugged each other at tbe 
Treaty of Vereaillea. These abuses do not deceive anybody, 'i'bis wild thing ceasea 
to be wild ae soon aa you make peace, when it snita your intereeta. Therefore, it 
ia a very poor argument indeed to tell ua that tbia is a war of civilisation against 
darkueie, If civilization means India’s perpetual subjeclion, it ie uot civilization 
to me, and if it ie not civilization to me, it is enough for me to eay, "It ie yon 
and your civilisation, you defend it*’, because your civilisation means— Yes, you 
raiae up a picture in poetry of good things either from acriptiirea or from poetry or 
from philosophy. Having got tost picture you drew tbe trick, which ie uiually 
known as a miaaionary'a or iuggler'a trick. Tbe roiesioiiary generally raises a 
picture of heaven making you believe he baa given it to you by tbe mere ract that 
ha has raised a picture, whereat a juggler gets up and says, "Here is all earth, 
now you eee a mango tree, you see a mango, why don’t you eat it 7” Excuse me^ 
thie method of approach or even quoting the Bhagvat Gita whioh you do not 
understand, will not be of any avail. 1 thought suffering chasteoed the heart. At 
least that it what the Book of God, according to Christiana, aavs; but aufiering 
has moatly mada you mars astute and less likely to give in. If power is not 
given to. mo, you may be quite certaio that not merely aball we not aseiet, becabse 
It ie not giveu, but because you must realise that without power you eannot 
implement your zesponeibtlitiee. 

The poeitioD, tlierqfpfe, is we went to make it quite plan to tbie House and 
to the world that it is aheer hypocrisy to say you praise democracy. Who obieets 
to it 7 Of eoiirse, I yield to none lo my praise of democracy. But whose 

demoeracy 7 Your dmocracy, my democracy 7 If it ie your democracy and my 
aobjeetionk then it is a hypoentical phrase. If, on the other hand, it lo *a joint 
dnmoeraoy, wa are always willing ae equal allice to fight this war. as the very 
stotemeni suule witbia a week of tha declaration of the war, abowe that there 
has never been any backaliding on the part of India, but at the same time you 
eannot ssale a cat’s paw of India, lime after tima^ time after time. A time mimt 
anfve when they must realise that we can only fight if it ia a fight for your 
fiwd^ aa well ae mine. Bni 11 ytm think that tha eikha who defended^ batUf 
of Mans last time an also toing to do tha same Ihkig at yonr bMdlnc, yoo 
may pniehaaa them. You may think it ia o nry hard wosd whieh says thsgr an 
~ -y, bm that is tha ooly way lo wUeh ooa am deseribo tham. msr o 
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nao ilght* Tolniilarilj for hi* own fount ry or frcfdom, or fichti for fomtbody 
else** freedom at Inst with niy money. Xow what is Uie dioiionary meaning of 
a man who for eoroebtvly cl*e. except iner«*cnary ? Yon may put up 

riithteotis indti;n:itions and ever everything; else, hur tlie desciiplioti it quite ant and 
right. Unless every Imliaii thinks he U d^deadtiig his own eouiitry, bia own 
fre^om, the only alternative i* he is ti^^hting a^ a mnvennry. it is not a phraaSf 
it is a fact. These are not phrases. These nre ia»*ts. Wlmt'you want is phrases; 
what you want is prtin*ipU's. Nv) aiiMunt of deelainaiioii. no amount of getting 
elo(ptent over them, no amount uf quotations will get rid of the fai't that deelama* 
tioii cannot possibly take the pla<*e of actum, and unlcs* nritish polioyt as ws 
inviietl them so to do on the 12i!i Aiunst last year, was to bo reversed, we roust 
remain where we are. and they rou«t do their best to tight. 

Then it is said : “Oh, hut this is a purely tmliitcal argument, it is wrong 
•o bargain at a time of stress like this. How can wc ever make, in the language 
of Mr. Amery, such a radical change in the con sti tut ion of a couniry during Me 
coarse of the war ?“ Voti can argue, so long as you can aflord to argue, 'fhat 
it my value of phrases of this ktii l. 1 iicetl lianliy remind t!ic House, for these 
are historic eveiiu which will go down, tinit when stress comes you not only can 
change a constituiion, hut you do something which was never even dreamt of« 
share vvith another country yourself all your possessions and your lihhrty. 'Iliai ‘it 
the otter, us Mr. Clhiircliitl said, with which he went to France three davs before 
she collaiwed. If tiiat couhl he tlonc. the change cd cousutution in India could 
nut be done. Indecil it conKl not he done. hotMtisc it was nut iiitendetl to be done. 

And DOW let us deal with the question that has heou raised as to the efleotir* 
“Ob, hilt forget the mindmls of lUc p.ast. tniht the fiiiute and vvliy argue eboiht 
it; we arc in dillicultics, all of us or lioth of us. and what will hap|ieii to you i£ 
wc are defeated That is the fear aiv.iiuicnt, ns I cull it. .Now 1 want the 
Hotise to niialyso hriclly the clcmciitarv ideas under) yiu;.' this fear argument. l*he 
qnesiiuii is. is Iiulia's war ctfort, to which you now invite us— if it eaiata it 
doesn i matter because there is iioiiitng to iusite ns to—it in addition to war elTortt 

India's moral co>i)perntion has any value. t!ic qm^stioii t*. has ii any fflective 

value? la it going to make all the difTcrcnic. according to our estimate today 
between Hritaiii's Huccess and Hritaiii's defeat ? U It has that detenmnative velue^ 
has it ever msciirred to tiiosc in riiitaiii. or to my friends who represent them 

here, that it has alt that value and wliat woiiKl you not give iia to take <t T If 

it is going to turn the balance, us I said, what wouhl you not give to Uiks it 7 
SSuptiosiiig a people, one-tifili of the hninnn lai'C - and in the language of tbs 
Hoii'hle Uic Funiiicc Meiiiber, “Wnien the war !»egaii India's main assets were mi 
ciiorinouB su|q>ly of iiian-|'Ower and an nbiimlance of raw materials." If It it 
going really to inrn the scale of war, saiqmsing India for a nioiucMt were en 
iiidc|»ciidcut country— yon have wooed many small coiiiitrirs with no reaoiirectf 
and with very donhrfni'credeiidals — and snptmsing India were a^ free eouatry Mid 
came and made this offer of an alliance to ;oii and said, “We btrltci'e it la a war 
for democracy ; wc love fn'cdoiu you love freedom ; let us join handa and Bgbi". 
Would any statesnisn in Enghind', however diehard he may luive been, have darad 
to consider or waited to consiiicr, much less rejected such an offer 7 In other 
words, yon reject an ollVr by Indin. merely because India says, "We can only 
offer an alliance as a free ronniry.*’ The crux of the matter is there. No. What 
yon want to do is, in iW language which we itaed at the commencemeiit of tba 
war, that this is strll a war to fight fur the atatiia quo ao far aa India la 
concerned, we do not wish to rely on any promises whatever. Promises may bt 
given bjiia fide, and jet wc have the exfwrieiice that they are not kept. It ia lor 
that reason that after long wailing, after long disriiaaion, after many eonaulta« 
lions, at least the Congress put hirward an offer of joining in the war effort even 
on a lesser basis in so far ss tlie ininuHhatc issue was concerned, and we laid, if 
yoti form n National Hoverii incut at the (Viitre and put iiimn them the retponaibi- 
lily for the parimse of India's difence and such further action oa may be needed 
in ao far as the protct'linn of dcniocra< y ia concerned, lirdia wat prepared io oo* 
oiicrate. Many of my friends have iiiistakeii this as if It waa a Congreae deBMAd 
in the sense that it was for the benefit of the Congress that Uie demand waa made. 
No doubt, it was a stotement on behalf of the Congresa, but 1 trust it it rteoftnlaai 
and realimd that what waa demanded was a National Oovernment, and the phreie 
which Game out waa not a phrase unknown to the liecretary of Bute himself* In 
fact, a few days before the demand waa made at all events, the propoeitloB wee 
formalaled, Hr. Amery. io a generous mood, of course, trying to demiihe hfo 
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cipaiided or intended expended .Executive Gounci), eeid, **We went in ladle e 
lietionet Ooveniment**— «nd Uiese ere bit very vorde— *iike Uie one «e beve ;in 
Englend**. All right thet it precitely trbet rre went. Do you meen it ? Or you well 
es epple eoneOiiiig else, you cell e etoiie en epitle, end jiey, **\Vby donU you teln 
it f We beve (ifTcred it to you.** If lir. Amery wciiiit what be tHtd, that ie 
)>recitely whet we atkod, in>d there thoeld have been no diOknlty in doing m, It 
M not e democratic luapirity Government that we etked. We did not tay« **KiuiA- 
fiete the figiire-heedt end (hat will leave tit ICO or lOi, end then wo will form o 
*Government out of them wbich bet e mijority.** We never tAid tufh e thing. That 
might have been e Congrdai demettd, thet jnij^ht have been a qneaiion of CongiOM 
•demand, that roiKht have !been a tmetiion of Congrest Goveriwncut, but we aeid. 
^'Wbet we mean, ell we demand it a Netioiutl fTOvernment like tlie Government 
you have in your own i^OMOtry. It will vefleci every aingte rfpneteiitetive of ihia 
country, for after all. if under the coitatittiticai of K 13 elcvttont have any meaning. 
U certainly it tbit, that (here it not a tingle anan or woman who hat a right to 
vote who it not repreteuted ^ one or oUier of my Hnn*lile frienfW in thit Honte 
apart 'from the nominated official t and iioiiiiu^ikd intii-oni«*iala*'. So that what we 
demanded wet a very limple, eaeily fleutblc, workable arrangement. We wanted no 
reveAutiotiary change during the courae of tlie war. What was the mtult ia known 
to cvenibody. And now, a|iari from the Coogrett, apart from thoae who tpoke. eveiy 
•iogle tudivtdual renreaeiiting public opimoti haa realized that what Britain wants it 
that wse ibould lend oitr name, we ahould leinl our moral Hii|>|ioch we thould place 
all our material resources and that we should he their instruineiria in carrying on 
tbia war and popularizing tbein ; in wUier wards, tliat we should work for our 
maatera. That demand, I am quite certain, will not be met and eaimot be met. 

Ihen it is said, “well never mind that. J*owcr is not to be given, but the fear 
theory ttill zcmaitis.*' As to one fear tlieory if our ustistance is dreknve jist up to 
you to make Jiiiy aacrlAcc If you call it aacrifire. It Is very easy for a man to tay, 
^Ob, 1 have reaiionsibililet created liy myself by tiic eonqest of this oouatry.*’ Well, 
you have (bmie retpoiisibilities but you can also slied those re8ponsibilU>ies If you 
care to. But if the keeping of the restioiisibtruzeB means, "Oh yes, J have ^ot 
your house, but you are not yet agreed when the house is to be given ba'dc to you, 
aa to which one will he occiit*ic^ by one brother or sister or anyliody cJse. and, 
therefore, 1 prefer io keep the house.** Tbat is the argument as tlie mau io-ibe- 
etmet uuderstanda it. The ronn-iii-thC'Street is not clever, is not astute, but he Is 
abrewd enough to awderstand what that offer atriualiy traaslated means. 'Ihe otkr 
actually translRted means tiiis : "we do not wish to give, wc want to make a 
eomounage to give it and if you are taken in, well and good, and if you are no(, 
wa can carry on. “Well, you carry on, you carry on at your peril. No doubt, 
you may carry on, at my cost, against ro; will but at least I will not sell my Boul, 
1 will not sell my mind and 1 will not sell my country. 'I'bose arc the thiiige that 

I will not da For you. you may say. you may ilatter youraelf, as, indeed one of 
the spesehes dMwed, that India is with us.*' All right, if India is with you, why 
aay anything doe 7 But 1 will read to you what those in England think, whether 
India is with you. 'I'his is what the "Daily Herald" says as regards Uie way in 
which India ia with you. 1'hat ia Uic message iliat tbe "Daily Herald" gave at 
London on Novemlier 7. U ia talking of the failure of the Goveruor-General io 
Invite the co-operation of the Inclian |icop1e. At the end, it says : 

“All disensaions of India's rontrihiition to the war ia overshadowed by the 
breakdown of ilie Viceroy'a negotiatioiia with tlie Congress. Members of rarliameui 
mnst make it plain to tbe Government tbat rarliaroent and the |>cople want a new 
effort mode, if necessary by new methods, to reach an agreement. Ilietr meaaage to 
ilia aiatcamen of both seici should be : Try yet again to iHiild the bridge aeiosa 
tba golf which, to the delight of our encmiee, lies darkly between yon". That ia 
the emircciatiou of Britiah atateaiuen and Britisli joiiiialists and anything acainat it 
ia el BtUa value ; because if they did not realize ita reality and ita gravity, t^ 
would not have given the wnmlng which they have done, even at this last hirnr. 

Aa for my friend the l/cader of the House, it is not for me to compliment 
hkn, lor indeed he needs none. He is all roiirieay. Hit speech was wdl 
doeumanted, wall docketed, aa indeed it waa bound to be, with bit uatial indusUw 
and iMIirwbat did he do T He aaye, *1 will tell you where I am with you. 

II yon want to tell the truth, I agree with you. If you want aelMlovemment, I 
•gmo with yon" and ha calla It tba haekground of u imreeinent. If it waco not 
for hfaa Who waa apaaldng, it would be very dUReult to believe that each an 
aigTimrl woM paia mnatar. 1 agne with you in everything that you want^ and 
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havinj; Agreod with you so far,, now you must not want anythin:: more. I HfffM 
yntli Ton in overyUiin.ir. I will i;ivc you «*iiaivtcr. (iiioutions. Bihlo, e^cryllun}: ««c 
inc'liMied, amr what more tlo you want ? Uc tiay« : “You ure n very ^rcttly per»on, 
Mr. Ddiaf, ami now yo\i must wtilk into my i>arlo*ir amt asaitit Tliat t» the 
anriiuiciit, liroatUy, baldly nn-.l l or.e. tly aualysoil. \Vc t nniiot fall into Htieh a ftnare. 
Of <‘Ourec he WAS tlicrr to defend :t lust *a:tse. and why sliocdd he not <U) it to the beat 
of his ability 1 I liavc cveiy adtniration for titat/bnt nt the same time I wish to 
present to those who do and c-an nmlerstand what is tlie net reside of that 
argument, lie thru ^rave six prtn iples an%l they wen* hastily wrifton down as if 
merely stniiir; t'uni were the same i!iinu ns piitiin: them into fon‘e. lie mid : 
‘'You want sclf-;'o\cnnuont. Yes, 1 a. riH/' It was a distribmioii of sclf-jiovenimeiit 
swecU in this Hu*i'*c. Jlc o iyht to have known l)ctlcr, and the eonniry knows 
Imtter. Merely sayiii;: that >o.i with all 1 want is not tlie same thin^f os 

{i;iviii^ me all I want. The next thin,., lie sahl. was. “hoirs remember the luiialrccls 
of tlie |iast. .Vs a poutl man yua shuaid tor^et it. There is a man on one able, 
and batl ns I aau, let me hnxe what I h:i\v.*‘ That U the next n;:itmcnt that was 
tisod in the rourse of a !i! -i ( but the ar;,iinuetit was as fnlaf*ioiis and 

tietitioiis ns it was l«>* ;i|. Thai was tiie ha ‘k:.ro’utd. It is the bi^^rst wrong 
eominiitc'd for all liiiu-. '1‘Iiat is t!ie hark^vouK 1. ntid the lure.: ion iid. ^teii when 
you ♦•oiiie to the a-lual {.rournk lu savr . “Nothin: doiiii;.*' That is the s|wh 
that lie dclivercil and tlieit ho said : “ith, hut India is assistin;.'. Wlutt nbotit the 
young men who are cidisitiig luid who aiv anxious to i>c cidis.iHl ivlienever wc put 
lip a nuti<*e ?** lie says : U !&«*>’ arc i'oaTt ^siiioii. there is notluiig more to hav. 
It they nre mii ( 'oiignswinen. t)w*y arc a;.nia'l you ; India is n:ninst you." lliat is 
the dilemma he put forwanl. Have >ou lieanl si:, h a spivions orpiraent licforr, 
lict'niisc few* men ronie iiinl aprj>' f^** jobs. tiuTefure.. India is assisting him in the 
war as a pArtKUpant and a willing uittl eipial lani tt ani ? It is only he who ean 
clai'c to imt forwanl sn<*K tuv argnnient, but ihe position there is ipiite simple. 

My fricml the Comincwc Mctnlwr s:ii»l, ^Hli. tlh‘ t'orporutinn of hkdrns rejm^ted 
the proposal for n fiiwl by two votes'* aiut Mr. >atyatnnrtt did this, that ami to 
on. I Imvc no desire U> ifo into any {tcrsonal aenmony of any kind. He luiys 
that the “Mndnis Maii** eiutic out with nii atvtteal and eolleetotl miH‘h nioufy. Khali 
I nay ami present (o* him and to the C«o>eriiineiit that it n*prrsents Ihe tinsel 
l>airruts eiTuteil by the Mmlras <iovcrtiiiieiit‘ f Their parentage is enough to show 
wliciw thi'v stand.* It: is |•erfc*-tly useless, to tell me that tin .\nglo-Iiidmii iiewii- 
IMifwr put* out some sort of a|M<*al. He sots U> that a|>)M'al there was some res|K>iite 
anti that was Itidi.Vs ouswit to the < all for lontrihiirioiis. It is ike argument of 
u elever Kill riiaiist* and if In: were one. he woiiUL eerbuiiTy he einnloyecl ns the 
Mi idaie r of Infomwition and Vrop.ajaiida. Ihil as a rommen-f Member surely ho 
oiifdii to luive slmwii a better seiiM! of liiimo'.ir than that^ liet'aiisc lie eertainly 
ouidil to have sceo that it is no use t dlinu me lliot Mr. .lames eon tiibii toil a 
pouiid, if he «id. U is extraiNrniaKV liovv fur want of argnmciils in a lost eatise 
yoil fduNihl he ilrhen to this, iion'tdo it. 

•ITicn 1 rome neat to jutother argument mf m whi» h is iiistifted up to 

a point. t)«mtntioii.'^ weie given wUlmul giving names, keeping it as a sort of 
aonirisc. I haiv sn-u this bort of thing at poit Kaid w’iicre a man rovers somethiag 
with a pus-coC eloth ami slowly hriii-s out n « liirtru . Wc were irented to » lariso 
uiiniher of Mtintatknis. ihns ronshu: the • urkisiiy of Uic Jlottse ns to whoK they 
come from, fflumatrlv, wo were hdd. it was ftfom Katynmurti, from MunshK from 
•ometiody else and of 'runr^e. on the tu}» of nil that there wns Mnlintma HanAkVa 
statement hot; firrh.ap^, niy lloiiuirrahle Irinid U aware, while he hnd thcsym|o^y 
whif'h he expresswl, of the vny IVrsi iiit« r\iew he gave the day aftiT the floidniation 
of war. .Nobodv lias gone Icu k upon it. U yun mean that sv iti)>fiUiy c*an. be erokdl 
mcrrlv by apis-aling tv» s« iitiinei»t, wiil.onl your duing anvil-.iiig on your part then 
1 iiiink it in a grave inisUike, but nut onlv ttial. I lo riiiUuT. 1 wish to |utc yen a 
<|iiotaticHi so that von may innleistaiid. Tliefc is no im oii«isteiiey in iKihties if voii 
find tlmt sour very Im'si iipiwal «»r your very modest deiiunml does not meet wiUi n 
rt*S|ioiiw. *\Vlint is the goo*l of making long ipiotations 7 Things sahI when lltc 
war wan Itrsi de. |arts| were rightly ^aid. There i- no im (nisishuiey in saving that 
VOII will not do wliat you preh'nd you want to *lo. >*un kiv you nee rtgliiiitg for 
drmoi tai'T. all right. lYovc it. Here is Inilia watting lor dewKSTney to be 
ettablwhfsl in this eoiiolry ami nt Ilini time 1 t4*ll yon. ’‘Vi's* I Chink it 
is a jtiHt war. Have I. in giving tTnlit lu yon for liofM^sty. miutc a 
mtitake 7 It is an exlmonliiiary way of <iuuliiig things I A man talks to me. 
1 toll him. "Yes 1 hdiovc you ; I think this time at all events you will be 

27 
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blit T n^-k ytvi to say that yon kIiouM m ik<- ihat i!c«b»ration niul yon 
uIho shoiibl iinj'lrintMit it now as an lu.aiisc; uow williont an earnest 

thfTft is no bMr;::,ii»:»i;;/, ^Ir. .InnioH. No, it is not a «oatrrn't. in \Y!ii<*h lie says, “I 
]»romis<*, nroniisf. |troinisp,*’ ami itUimately ihr | romise is nov< i lnltfllc'd. So. It 
will only be rithcr a mil l»nrj:aiii or riotliiiir^no ilbision.-., no 4lf l».-:ions, no i«romis(’S 
in wliu li t-icrc siionM Is* any j;niivan*fs-so tl.at v,«* lu>ii*>ily Iwlievr. Ami are 
we to be b!nn»c«l tor pivinij; yon the rrr.lit that yon iiimn* it*t.»o 1 The resi»ei t 
lor .Mahatma tiainlhi alter an does not disa:»|H-ai ber u!;?^* hr tlisnurci's with yon. 
Of eoarsp yon may or may not a ^rer with biin, but i hoor yon will have to 
mninlaiii that nsj/v-t tor him. TIuit is w.bnt he on Ki'briniiy, 17 ItMO. in 
‘*1 lari jail” after niakin;: every eflTort to sei» thid this v.ar for i!fmo'iii<y i** applied 
and im!»!emoiit»Ml in this ronntrv, ami be sahl tiiih *. 

‘TIh* IV.iihliM-s of tlic Uritisli Indian Kiiiiere ba\e l alifiitly built its four ]iillars 
—the l'h!ro;r'ii Inten.-ls, ibc .\riiiy, the l*riii«T.s and tlw ( '•‘r.nmtiiial 1 division” — 
nml after o-'er ific whole of the nr;:iimeiit!. and all lln* di^’Iaralioiis which 

were made bv the Vh-e.rny and evcrvbody el^e im lndin*;: I'.je Kiihsecpient statement 
tin tin: I^OniS) by l/jrd /t-thnnl, hr saiil this : “li it is fairly enrrrei the i?4siu's 
are cpiitc ihiir. rn-lween tao—liu'* NsitionaliKt ainl tlit* imperialist— there is 
no mectinjr t ioniMl.” 

hir, yon may b * proml to rail yo'irselves “[m|'i;:i.di-ts ” so yon are, to hold 
in bondu;*e a ra 'o of nn'ii fully omvliftli of the hninaii po|v.il:ition. Imleed it is 
an obje»*t of pride bi;t «loM’t you make a inisi.*ikr about it. T!iat is oiir tpiarrcl 
with yon. Impcriatisin must nei'cssarily in»olvc-ol ronrse yo:t try to iind another 
plimse. the -<'onima!iw<r:iltli of Nntions,’* but as I liave alw.iy-i’said. that moans 
that ‘*yonr wealth is yours and luino i*^ jonrs too” mi far us I was coarcnicd. 
InijieiialiHtn lias always meant- I Iratiit a litiie hit of it and tan;:ht it too— that 
iie.'CHSurily. ill the strnrtnre of Imiwrialisin, there will he <liirerent rom)ioiicnts 
there will be inferior se'-tioii.s whoMr hsoiipos arc at your disposed— ami it is that 
wbirb we wiali to destroy : ami, therelore, altlioii;.di yon cull yonrsches by another 
name y«m w'Oii’t rhan;ie yosir fa- ts latlirr wc Imvi a romnimi fiivdom to fijrht 
for, or we have no 4‘Oiiunoii irotdom to hvdil for. Ho .^lidlatnlu ilamlhi says 

“The more the. natiounlistK try to deal with tiieiii as if they were problems 
for wliieh they were reH|iOiisfV»b\ the lirmer iniisl fhc‘\ hivome.” 

Then follow' words whiHi 1 think slioiild sip|K‘*d hi every man who believes 
ill any vigion, in any Hinfority, in any nuinil nplifl or moral otloil : 

“I <‘aniiot fOiisrientioniuy pray for the snfic*sH of Ihitish arms il it means a 
further lease of life to Jndiirs siibjet tion to loreir'n domination. 1 write this last 
aentener with a heavy J;eart.” 

The llonoiirable Hir Muhammad /.afrolluli Khan : On a t>oint of explanation 
Hir« the bulk of those (imitations were during: May. .lunc and .Inly of 10 Ut — three 
moniha after this iledai'ntio:i. 

Mr. Ilhninbliui .1. i V-ai : I do not know that, lli.at is an explanation but I 
will leave it at that if my fritmd waiiifi it. 1 will Wll him this that even after 
iheae— I will explain the inatler in a few luomeiits. I do not winh to tike longer 
than I intCMid. some of Uie (piotatioaa were imdonbtislly afUn wanU and it took a 
lot of time to tliion*rrh them Unt I will ):ivr tin.* snbslain e and the answer too. 
Kveti after writhi;;!; tliis geiit(*m*e, lie did mit la^ieve (bat it was his part at all 
eweiita not to embarraiiH the Briiish (aDverfinient in its ell. >r4.s. without of coarse 
of eo- 0 |>eratioii in il, lieeanse the first ar-t of iiotixo-oiicraiimi was the rcai^tnation 
of the Ooii^reea MinigtricH; on that there was no limtatioii. Wc did not with to take 
any imrt in it, we did not wish to be reaponaibk for it. wc did not wish to 
be mere itigtrumeiiiB. *nimi it is true that even alter this disapiuMiitfncut, ktiowiii;; 
that Uiere waa no qiicetion of <a)-o|H'ratiii!^ left, still he did not wish to embarrags 
Uie Goveriiiaeiit. and at tlie time wiiai tliene statcuieiiU w«Te issund and they 
undoubtedly hold Kiood to*day, you may lieliexe it or not, it is hie desire not to 
embarrass, tmt as he put it, and ae I am here to-day to mdome it ludore this 
House, a desire not to etnbarraM must not enil in seif extinrtion. You cannot 
exploit my desire not to cmharraee you to the extent of my Hiippresaiii^r myself 
altoitcthor. 1 cannot be a willing inatrnrociit, lierauite I do not wish io emlianmis 
you. In fact the true caee ia ibal you embarraae yourselyes hy not meeting the 
other eldc In the manner in which you oiiitht to, zeaeonaldy and honeatly and 
il you realty mean il. sincerely maen it. Iliercfore. yon rjunioi use the other 
■Mm's Koodnese as a rloak for other peotdc't hypocrisy. Bcinx n pacifist, of 
eouree. he never loses faith in hnmaii naiure. It ia a failiax of a man of faith 
that be eontiuaee to have laiih. But that ftiliua mint hare UmiU in ite 
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•PI>iirMtioiii to hnmnn life mM ix>liiic<, lluit i« l:«w «'«U'nM'ii! rainr lo 
be iiinde. 

Whut wiU to lit* it <trrmniiy ctiiiu'S m)u> Ar^uc ihu^s |;i\e 

BniAlI thoiij’ht to what they pay. 'lliry Uiiu; iini ii«fih'.(a it <lu v an- «U l»ntrd 
and Germaiiy iHwncA. they are tlifemVtl too. In ll.at rave, ilj.v wiU Uwk- hi \oo)i 
after them^dvoa iiiHlend of niter iwe. Jluv hi»\ : • Wlo.i \uil 

to yon if Itriiaiii it defentnl V * I o«k : ‘ Wbni udt Imi*; mi to von if > on me 
dcfeatctl 'Ibal ia one tif rloipe ar^uiiiriiia abi*‘)i lia>* alaa^a |>ii/ 7 .](d ire. 'I’Im? 
•Timea of Indin” ntarled it Home foiiiieen iiioiithK a*io aithont r.iuicrh'.atidin}; it. 
If yon arc tlcfratrd, tlien Viiu arc defeate*! and ihrii ViMir liliriiien nre jimn* and 
RlOll^ with tlieni niine tw. 'riieiel»»i4\ let n* not ni^tir thiiu*# in tliat pirnin. 

It ia a wroii;: n|>lH'id ; it ih Miiirely ei'.oneouH nnd i** euiiuly riunlled Jor. Say 
that it is fnir ronitiioii war, if yun rwii dmi* khv w». Sa\ ; **ff j.« jmir war ah 
mtieli as mine iicranae your liin riy hh iisii. li an if* in jtvi iinly.*' ’\Ve have a 
very Kood Indian proveih. 1 awl; niy rhildren to inanit nlati* the ; lindpnnif and 
the Polea the l>.e( h8 ami the (ineka' are ;:oint‘ lo i.rt the timir. 'Hint ih mil ihc 
IcBAon whieli my mandinoiluM tnnuh! me. My t rirnd a rut rur ilie whole 

tieo^rapliy and mriiiioiied mi tonnirirs. fie also ^aitt ; ‘'Atur all we wont 

to Miiiiiaii and aitrrcndercd.'* 

Very often 1 am lohl : ‘Why «lr.f.*i you leali^o ihe re.iliiicH of ihiri:a 
If by that yon mean the f oi^inaiit realiiy oi my *10111 ntuoim siihjr:-iioM. j jim 

fully eoiiReiouH of that irnliiy ami 1 make n tMCHeiii oi 'hnt n nitty to my Iritnda 

who aak me to look at it. It m tiai teal, it is if.o laiiifni. it ih * ton pniunnnt, il 

haa t;one 'On too long am! 1 am not |»re]tutiil l<i IimiU at it. M> dtsire ta not an 
1 aaid, to enter iii«o a |•erHullnl an iinimt. Ihit thoHo who tok tts lo lo«*k :ii 
realiiieii and say that India ia not t<ady nml mIo' eaniiot dt h’ltd hrtxir. do (hey 
jerionsly oak Jiie to believe Unit ilieHe tu«< eroii's of are sommdy iiitemied 

lor the imriHJHe of aiding: tiie «war tlhiri iit liriinin ? ho xon sriaMoly till iiie 

that ? lirttaiii ia ‘Hpendin;; 14 eiorea itf riipreH a day. 

An lioimiiraVile Mciiilier : I’^evon *Cioich. 

Mr. JlhulaliAiai J. itenai: Tlitd in whiil they any. 11 yon like, let it bo II 
crorca of even i) erorea, hni if yon ealcadulc it properly, it ia letdly II eron^a. 
My aritiiniftie ia ^rmerally enrreet. When ‘they me apt tulin^ 1 1 erorea a dity, 
do you mean to tell me that J ("wmeH of lUiatH tliiiitit: lour inonlha arc 

f oint; lo nitl the war efloii ? herininiy not. 'rhw ih nn nbs<dnle eamontluke. 

t is merely iaWiidcd for wmid pro|'akm»<la iu ordri it» »a> that Iiuiin ih hIho 
aiaiaiintf in war etibrt If ih inteii<ie«l lor not J in:: ehe. I’.iii.l:imi eonld kivf* L' 
erorea. My fvu^ida roiiUi t tit ii|» - eroro. 'iU'y ha:4* 1 f>t inairy eiotrM and they 
are all minr. Why d4)ii*f they i»nt up il m' ero«H if }on went Ihtm for i|io 
war ffTortt lu that ease, liteie will he no i Hianee IVill and there will hr i<o 
trouble. Jliii the inith in t!iat iltin money hun nothing to do with war ellVirt. 

1 am one iif thoac who underHlund i*ropa}:iinda a little. I lead the |•ll|•t)ra nml 
hear tlic Ifudiu every day. Kviu a fitt-rnpce or a .>0-ruiH^' duuaiion ia lu be heard 
on the Htitiah Ifadio. 

tIf eoiiiHc we are hcdplraa and iin|>rol««*ud. 1 fully reali7.e that we will not 
become, proieeted in a few* ntmiilm. It ia no iiae tclliiip me wimt will happen then. 
It is not mv deiuie to take v 4M} lonp, tlic time of the Jloupe. I will only «ay Uiia. 
that whatever my frienda may WHHure. ihc faet remaina that the Kpyi fiau rarhaincirt 
baa aat, the ivini;’a Hpreeh imn iH<eii rend and nuihint: (niti.ri J:aa lirCTi tirnrd. 
Hiera waa a r|iieation raiartl nhoni the deidaration ti war by l‘ 4 'y|d* hour 
Miniatera who were for it iffi^md iind indhint; happened Pim-c, Ihe I’riwo 
Minbter ia dead. May his poe.l rest in pner why or where or low, i do 
not know. Ihil the {«et reiiiaiiiH that K-ypt Ima not dedared war. Tim 
arKiiineniH which you want lo weipht wiili other IrHiida have an •inime 
foundHlioii and nn unreal fonmlation. All tin* Muslim world tulay ia iicniral, 
and tlnhliy ao. it in no ii;e lellii^ na in (hia roiintry that llie Mtipliiaa 
are with llrilHiii iu iIuh war. It in niitrne and will .reimdit mil rue until the 
contrary haa U^n proved, not by atatementa hut l»y m ta of iIuim! hi;:li folilirlana. 
If my fnciida wonld examine tliia wiili the idea ut (nli^hiciird HcUdiiteieai at they 
a|i|«cal lo my riiltuliiencd aell-inlerfat* they have a t ham e. Hut ho Iona at they 
attain tbcir present auiiude we oliali eeriwily not in* able to aup^xirt by waf m 
Smi jor otberwiae a mcaaiirc of this kind in indta tn teHt the (inealion uf ]fi4ia*a 
In the war. W'c afaall, Hir. lipht aa Allira with audi |•ullcr as we have 
•Oil km v« ihall not fi^t an inalnimenta. I oppote the Uill. 



The All India Muslim League 

Working Committee meeting — Bombay— 24lh. August 1941 

The Working Cdmmiitcc of the AlLliidia Lraune met at 11 a. m. on 

iht t4fh. Aagnot 1941 at l>oiiitifiy at llic rc^idciiec oi Mr. M. if. Jinnah, 

'ilie f^lnwin^; mcmiiCi'H wne : Mr. .M. A. Jiniiah frresidciil), Nawiib- 

soila Liaqat Aii Khan (IfviintMl Secretary), .^ir Ctirrimbhoy Ebruliim. Sir AlHluila 
Haroon, Hardar Anrniignxc'b Kliuti. Mr. llukbui .laiual Khaii,.Mr. Mohammed laa, 
Malik barkat Ali, Ciiaitdhtiri KtilUif.x-Zatnan. Nuwab Mohnniined Umuil Khan. 
H. A. Kaaf Shab. the Ituin of Muhtnudabad. ihr lion Mr. Ilnssaiii Imam, Maiilvi 
Latifur Uahmnii, Mr. Abiliil Maiin Cbiiudhury, Sir K. Naxiuiuddiii, Maiilaiiti 
Akram Kliaii and llaji Abdul Saiitir Sait. 

At the oiiiHcl, it in understood, Mr. Munah, the I'roHidciit. acfiiiaiiited the 
Committee with his rc<‘enL interview with I'in K.\tM>IUh< y the Viceroy on the eon- 
stitutioA of the National llefciieo Cot4n..ii and the c::|>anHion of the Executive 
Cbimcit. Mr. Jiiinab is stated to nave crith i^^cd some ok the members of the 
Muslim League, iiicditdtng the iliree rreniiers Ulic hon. Sir Stkatidt r Hjiat Khan, 
the ruiijab rremier. the hon Mr. A. K, Fnzltil Hu*i, the IScn^al ]*rcinier. and th#* 
hon, Sir Sinulvi AViiytd Muhainma t Safnintlnh, the Assam rrainier. who have ioiiini 
the National Defence Coiimdl. Mr. Jliinah is understood to have made a 
■tatement emphasisiiig the need for taking dis* ipltiinry action. 

Nairabzuda Ltuqut AH Khan^ the (ieiicral Secretary, then rcml out tiro eom- 
munieaiioiis, one from Mr. razhil Huq, the rreimcr of ikngal. and the other from 
Hit M. tiaaduUa. Premier of Assam, extdaiiiing their viewpoints. Sir Sikaiider Hyat 
Khan, the Premier of the Pttiipdi, ncrsonally explained to the Committee his |>osiiion. 

There was then a geiier.il discussion, in which a number of niemlieni 
participated. The disctiision had not coiicludid when the Committee adjotirnctl. 

Reaolutfoee— Second Day-~Dombey-~25lli; Aiignst 1941 

Lkaguk PuKMiidis Cai.i.i:i> ro UkskiX 

The Working I'ommittco ul the AlUIndiatt MiihIiiu I^ognc, wliioh resumed 
its aeasion on the next day, the 2.*>th. Avgust, passud a rcsOtniiiHi calling n|>oii Sir 
Sikaiider ilyat Khan, Sir Muliomcd Siuidiilfa and Mr. Fuzlnl Hikj. Premiers H 
the Punjab, Amshi and Ihuigid rpKpoctivcly., to resign from the National ilefence 
Council. The resolution also aniuniiiml Uiat sir Sikaiidei il>at KImii and Sir Alabonied 
Baaduiln have already expscsscil their wiltHigness to resign from the National 
i>efciice Council. Mr. KaxItU lliiq was given ten days’’ lime to resign from the 
National Defence Council. ’J'hc following ia the text of tho resoluttun adopted by 
the Committee 

**After full diHcusHkm 'and ecnisidcraiion, the Working Oimmittce are 
unanimously of the otJiuicui that the hon. Sir Sikaiider ilyat Klmn. tlic hon. Mr. 
Faaliil lliH), and the hon. Sir Mahomed SaadiilTn. should resign from the National 
l>efenee Council. In view of all the im'Un idacctl before the Commitrec liy the 
Preaident, including Uic message of His Excellency the Viceroy sent to liiin 
through Uie tJoKcriior of llomhay on July Jl. lUll. the hon. Eir Sikaiider Ilyat 
Khan, the Committee is glad ui note, has det ideil to lender his resignation from 
the National Defence f^iinetl and the Committee have lax: • informed ickcphoiiically 
that tho hon. Eir Maluiined Suadulla has also dmdtril to resign from the Natimud 
Defence Council. 'Jhc question, therefore, of diMei|<iiiinry at'iioii against Sir Sikaiider 
Uyat Khan and Eir Mahomed Suadulla dtica not arise. 

"The hoM. Mr. Eaxiul lliiq has communicated lliat lie woiiltl like to have 
lime to connifler Ute mailer. If he nlsii resigua from Uie Nstiouai Defence Council 
wlthitt ten days and informs the President accordingly, no ftinhcr action will lie 
aecwuary. Failing the rccciid of a ealiafaetory reply from Mr. Fazliil Jliic| hy the 
Praddent within Uic time aforcHuul, the Committee hereby atiihorisc Uic President 
lakhig noch action as he may deem proper and uccesaary.*’ 

Rnaolullaaa— Third Day«*Bomhay-*aiiU. Augoat 1941 
VlCKIlOY*k CoUMf'JL ''CAllVAiaUNCS** OlUKtrrKli TO 

The Working Committee of the AU*Iiiilia Mualim Ixagiic whi«*li coiiclii«led its 
■lUliig on the tith. Anguat idcmacd the loilowing reaolutious 
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“The Working Committee of the All-Itului MuBlim ilcplore Unit HiB 

Excellency the Vicemy should have gone out of his way to i-iuviiss the incinhcrs 
of (he Muslim League for securing their assot intion with U>c s> honio ol expmisioii 
of the Executive Council and the constitution of the so-chIUhI Nutiotuil befeuec 
Council within the terms of Uic ofTer of the 8th of August. IIMU, hehiiul the hack 
of the leader of the organisation, knowing full well Uic express cUvisioii of the 
Council of the liCague rejecting a selietnc on similar lines hy its resolution dated 
the 28th of September. 1U40. which was duly commuuiraUsl to him by Uie 
Preudent. 

*'Furthet. the Committee condemn the ohservations of Mr. Aiuciy, the 
Secretary of State for India, made in the liousc of t'ommons. in his si^'Cch on the 
Ist of August 1941. to the cfTci't that he was glad 'to think that reganilcss of party 
leaders and in deSance of f»arty disidpliiie. patriotic liulians have come forward to 
work for India*s defence, thereby caHting a serious I’cilcctton on tlic patriotism of 
those who dp not approve of the scheme, and lauding the conduct of those who 
have been deliberately and by various manoeuvres weaned to commit a breach of 
party discipline. 

*Thc Working Committee are of the considered opinion that Uic recent d's'lsinii 
to resuscitate and im|>osc u|>on India, the scheme of expunsiou of the Viioroy's 
Executive Council and the setting up of a National l>efcn« c t.’oiiiicil was undertaken 
as a concession to the demands of the Hindus in utU'r disregard of the of 

the Muslims of India and the solemn promises made to Uicni and is ititciidcil to 
mislead public opinion in Creat Britain and abroad. 

Communal Riots incitep ey Hindus 

**The Working Committee of the Alhlndia Muslim Ijcaguc arc deeply concernr*! 
at the widespread riots in the country during the vear and their retTiidesidire at 
several places soon after order was restored, whitdi distiiutly suggests an organised 
attempt on the part of the Hindus to crush Uic Muslim morale in t ‘laces where they 
are in a minority and urge the Uovernment to take serious note of the situation, 
which has arisen on actount of Uic siieeches delivered from the Hindu platforms. 
ineiUiig peo])le to violence in their endeavour to create organ i8c<i opposition to Uic 
just demands of the Muslims of India and to flemonstratc Uiat communal riots 
were not only confined to the C/Ongress Ciovernmeiit regime. 

** Further the Working Coinrnittee have rcceiviHl with surtuiKc and alarm the 
information from its provincial bodies that the attitude of (iuvernincnt olDcials 
generally has been unsympathetic in meeting Muslim dcmandH ond iciuo\ing Uicir 
just grievances. The Working Coniiniltcu urge the (•overnment to redress Uicir 
grievances in this resiiqi t and to adopt ade<|iiatc and efre-tive nicasiircs for the 
proteition of their lives and proiKirty. 

^'Further, the W'orking C/ominittec draw the attention of Uie fiovernment of 
India to the highhanded and arUtrai v orders of the (jovemment of BiJiar in 
corinr«-tioji with the obscrvHiK’C of the nihiir h^harif ]>ay and the banning of the 
piihliraUon of the Bihar Hharif Enquiry I'omniittce Keport ond dei'lintng to appoint 
Bfiecial tribunals in order to secure (air trial and justice for Uic Mussalraans.*' 

INPO-DuUMA AciREKMENT CONDEMNED 

“The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim liffogue condemn the r<x*ent 
liido-Btirma Agreement, concluded wiUiout coiisiiltiiig the Indian Ix^gislatiirc or the 
rroviiii-ial (loverii incuts concernod find other responsible niihlic opinion in the 
<*01111 try, with the result that the vital cc’onomic iiiUrrests of India in general and 
Uic'taidiiig iiitcn*sts and <*.ivie rights of Uic Muslim comniiiiiity in jiarticular. 
enjoyed liy them for over n eciitiiry. have been lUK'riiiccd and irrctsirably damaged. 
*Jlic Working Coinniittec urge the Oovernor-Cciicial ond the* f’^dTCtory of Htate for 
Iniiin not to ratify Uie aforesaid Agreement, and Unis remove the scriotis disc*oiiteiit. 
which it has caused in all Indian trading circles and the ofl'cncc it has given to the 
self-ranioct of the jieoplcs of India.** 

Working Committee of the All-India Muslim I^cagiic considered the 
request of the Bihar Provincial Muslim liCague for defying Uic orders of the Bihar 
Government imiiosed ufioii the Mussalmsns in <*otiiio*Uon with Bihar fUiaidf 
disturbaiicm 'Jlic Committee poatfioiicd their decision till further hiformatiou waa 
available*” 

OwBcnoii TO Mr. AMFJiY*fl Statement 

”1he Working Committee of the All-India Mnalini fitagiia am amamd and 
•larmad that Mr. Amery, the Keemteryof State for India aod a mponaihla Minis- 
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tei of the Crown. ebouM l>e fiermitted to meke pronotiiicemeiiti which enioant 
iu A breach of fattli with Miialim JiiUta and to reaile from the declared policy of 
the BrittHh ifovcrnmetit, vi%., that the cniiMtitiilional iaaiic will, in no wa)*, be pre- 
ludjted bv ilis Majeatv’it (iovernment and that the aoliitioii of the coiiBlitiitional 
iMiie will be dc|M‘tiilciit iijtoii on nifreemotit between the priiicii>al partiea. as the 
following; extrnciH from his Ki»rC(‘hcN and the aniiouncemeiit of tlie Viceroy dat^ 
tlie 8th of AiipiiiHl IDiM. clearly dia<'lo(M* :~- 

** *(1) Viceroy’s aiiiiounceincnt dutcii the 8ih of Aii};iist 1010 

'There arc two main points wlitcit have cmpr»;eil. <hi tlirse two points Uis 
Mairsty’s Government now disire inc to make their posiiion clear. 

'The llrst is as to the )>OHitioii of minorities, in relation to any future consti- 
tutional scheme. It has alrcniy been made clear that my decdaratioii of laai 
Octol>cr does not exclude the cxantiiintiuii of any part, either of the Act of 11135. 
or of the policy and tilnns on wliicli tr is based. 

*HiH Majesty’s Govcriinieni’s concern, that full weijrht should be Kiven to the 
Tiews of the ininoritieH in any revision, has also been brotiKht out. That remains 
the iKHiitioii of His Mtijcsiy’s Govern men i. It tioes without snyin*; that they could 
not coiitcinplntc the trnnsfer of their present rusponsibilities. for the peace and 
welfare of India to any system of Government whose niithority is dircc*tly deiiioil 
by laitrc and nowerfiil elements in Imlia’s iialiotinl life. 

*Nor eoiiid they be parties to the coercion of siicli dements into submission to 
such a Government. 

’The se«<oiid poi:it of ecnerni interest is the machinery for Imildine within 
the British (\»innioiiwcaltli of Nations, a new constitiilioiittl sebeme. when the time 
comes. There Itas been very siroii;; iiiKisience that the fmmiiifs of that scheme 
•liotild Im primal ily the responsibility of Indians themselves, and^ ahould oripiiate 
from Indian cuiicepttoiiH of the huimhI, economic and political structure of 
Indian life. 

*liis Majesty’s Govcnimrnt are iu sympathy with that desire, and wish to 
see it itiven the fiillcst pnictical expression, subject to the due fnlftlment of the 
obliitsiion. which Great Britain’s lon^; coiiiiectioii with India has imfioscd upon 
her, and for which II is Majesty's Govern men t caiiiiot direst tlmntdvet of the 
restmiistbility. 

’Mctuiwliilo they wilt welcome ami promote, in any way |x>ssih1e. every' tineere 
and tiraetical step lliat niiiy be taken by iepri*seniiiliva Indians themselves, to reach 
a basis of friendly agreement, lirstly. on the form which the (lOBt-war reMcscnIattve 
Imdy should take, secondly, n|Mm the principles and outlines of the cousUtutioii itself.’ 

•2. Mr. Amcry’s statement dated the 14ih Auitnst IIMB 

’Agreement, or consent, is iiolml the foniidation of aU free Governments, of 
all true dcmoi’iacy. Decision by innji>rity is not so much of tlie essence of 
democracy as a practical convenience wliicli presupposes, for its proper working;, 
an aiitet^edeiit ucnenil conseni to the constitution itself. It has indeed in most 
federal eonstiiiitions l>ccn limited in various ways in order to safeitnard the separate 
interests of the federating elements. To dm ribe the need for sneh ai^recinent ss 
a veto on coiistitiiiiunul progress is, 1 think, to do an injiisiice to the patriotism 
and sense of responsibility of those concerniil. Ai^iccnicnt means not veto by any 
element but cotnpruinisc, and willin^iieHS to coinproiidse. in India as elsewhere, 
is an caaeiaial teat of the sense of ics| onsibitiiy on which free Goverumeiit Biiist 


DO uascu. A 

•H. Mr. Aiuery a statenumt dated ilic ti’Jnd of April 1011 
Ti waa UiAl the framework of liidias fniitru const it ti lion should ha dcviseil 
by Indians Uiemselves and not by this I louse. 'I'hat was a far-reachiDp and 
Inde^, revolutionary aniuMincciucnt, the full iniporlaiiec of wliirli baa not, 1 'tbilik, 
oven yet been fully appiccintcd either in this miiniry or in India. 

’Even more imrartaiit in this con tier lion is the stipiilatitm tliat the eonstitu- 
tion itself, and also the liody wliicli is to fmnie it, ninat lie the outoossc of 
aKTcement between the priiiciiial elements in India • naliunallife. That ia an 
caaential pre-reqnisite to the suecesa of the fi.iiirc const i tut ion. For, If Indiaiis 
oaiinot aicrco npoii the kind of constttuiion they arc prc|«arcd to work, bow art 
they likely to aitree upon Uie actual wotkintt of it 1 

T have dwelt deliberately iiioii Indian rrs|*oiisil»tlity in the maltar : for wnlesi 
Indiana are pre|>ared to face that net luihihiliiy now. tliey will fail to face it 
ber^tcr. Any aitrccBicnt IniiKiaed by ne from wiiboiit cannot survive the with- 
dimwal of onr power to enforce iL Only a real apreemcuh freely teMhcd. cae 
ilond that teat.’ 
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Vrorkin;: Committee etrotmly rondcmii the edveree eritlciim and rwMite 
of Mr. .\:iiery iu hi« reeent in the ttoiiiie of Conimoiia with n*|taid to tM 

Lalmre resolution of th^ AlMntUu Muslim Ijcouiie. t^piilarly known •• PikltUui 
rmWiition. uhIioiil exHnniiinu flte tichcine rtnhmliea therein and the circttmtlaneia 
wliiidi hrtve driven the ^liniliins lo dcninnd I'MrCitioii of India into aonai pii* 
dominantly Miulim. 

PE>t.\Ni» ron AiftniANi K from Bit. Govt. 

**The Workint: Commit tee e.tl! npon His Maiesly's Government to rtaasiin 
the Muslims of India that llis MitietityV (loveriiment will stand bj thair 
derUiHtioiis and idi'd^es, Hilrniiify jiivrn by the Vieeroy and the Secretary ot 
Slate for India on WhaU of ilia Government. 

‘ If this assurance reallirmint: the ifcehiration, srhieh hss been shakto by m 
rcceiif ill>advijied • tipram-es of the S-erelary of State for India, fraetietlly 
prejiiiliriBi: and condeiniuni;jhe Muslim la'aiiue scheme of partiitoiiinic India, M 
not foiilh'ivojini: wiihin a reasonable time, the Mtialim Lea;:ne will l»e compelled lO 
revise, of necessity, its policy Mid adop* such measiiir ns it may deem neeeiaaTy 
to resisL any uepastiire fiom the sulemti | h^ltioa and assiirnnces. and the 
aibility for the ron sequences that may nisiie on account of this Kt^oss brtaeh Of 
faith will ciiiircly rest on the British Government. * 

Fiat to Kir Kultah Aum vn 

'Hie Woikiuir Comniitirc also adopted rrsoluiiona railing: ui'on Sir Boltan 
Abmnd, memhrr'dcsi;:nHic of the Vicerw’s Coniicil, the Navrah of Clibatari and 
lieirum Shah Nawaz, nirnibera of the Nationtit Pcfein-c Council, to rcaiRii from 
these rrapeviive Imdips. The resolutions run as fol loirs : — 

“'riie Woi'kiii;; C«iiniiiiitee linve considered tlic rxplanaihui of Sir biillM 
Ahmad. It seems (bat lie has not realised the j^ravanien of tlie complaint, nammy, 
that white lie w.is a meinhrr of the Council ot the Alhtiidia Mtialim moruo 
hr has associated himself with the scheme of the ex|xitision and rrconitruettott 
of the I ersoiiitel of tlic Viceroy’s Excrutive Cotiitril, as notitied in the commiinloiw 
dated July *JI, IIMJ, and the const tint ion of the National Defence Council, wblell 
is a part aiwl par<*ei of the s.'houie as has Wen explained hy the hiRhesi authority! 
the of State for India, in his statriwent in the House of t^mmona M 

July 2:2. and*fnrlJier ain}>liHrd hy his aweh iind hi* reply to the deiiale in m 
House of Comniona on .Aui;iist 1, I’.MI. in which he iiiakea it quite clear that 
the apiHiintmenl of Sir Sniian Ahmad to the Executive Council waa a part 0l 
the sehmir. 

“Ill view of these facts. Sir Sultan Ahmad, liaviiif; aasiH'tatfd himself with 
the seWme njiainsr tl r express derision of the Muslim l^i|:iie and Its cenemi 
i»olicy, the Cnmniittci lire of opinion that Sir Sultan Ahmad ahonld rfft|tii ilia 
apiMiininieut to the Viceroy’s Executive Council wiihin ten days, failiiitf whli'D 
ihe Comniittee hereby j:ive full autlioriiy to the rresidciil to ilakc auch action aa 
he may deem iiccesaary ami pro|»cr.'' 

NaWAU of CllATT.tRrs CASK 


“'I’he Workinir Coniiniiicf, after coiiaidcrlwK the explanation of the ^*wah of 
Cbhauri, are of opinion that he, while aiill a member of the Council of tte All- 
India Muslim J^eauiie, by acceplinij the meinberaliip of the National iJMfom 
Council, haa acted miaiiiat the express deciiion of the ^**«*1®. j 
general fiolicy, and call ujxiu him to reai|in bis membership of the Natlooal 

^e^*]iiawab of Chimiari resiRna the memlicmhip of 
Council before he takes cliarue aa tlm President of Hia 
Nixam’a Connell of Miniatera and 

action will be necessary. Id caw Uie Nawab of Chhalan ^ !& 

retiunaiioii from tlie Kaiional Defence Connell wltlim Ihe Base ptficribe^ the 
I’Tcai^nt is hereby Riven full authority to lake auch oetion aa he deema oeooaaary 
and profier." t 

Bboom Sbah Nawax’s Casb 

“The WorkinR Committee, after coostderinR tte ^ 

Navas, are of opinimi lUi she. while atiU a member of, tte 

Mualia Leaiine, by afce|‘t*"K- *15;®* 

acted aRainat tht rapreaf dteiaion of the */?*l*3f 

call upon her to reciBu her aemberchip of the Natioaal Mnee Ceti Beil t 
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' If* Be^um Shah Nawaz rcBiy^na the rocrobcrBliip of the National Defence 
Council within ten daya and communicatCB the fact to the President, no action will 
lie necessary. In case Be|;uin Shah Nawaz fails to submit her resignation from the 
National Itcfcnce Council within the time prescribed, the President is hereby given 
full authority to take such action as he deems necessary and proper.*' 

Working Committee— New Delhi -USth October 1941 
Policy to ue adopted in Assesibly 

'fhe Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League commenced its 
session at New Delhi on tbe 26th. October 1941. hir. M. A. Jinnah, presiding. 

1*he meeting considered how best to demonstrate in the Central Assembly ses- 
sion, beginning to-morrow, Muslim India's resentment and * disapproval of the 
manner in which tbe expansion of the Oovcriior-Cicnerars Exeirulive Council was 
carried out, the National Defence Council was cunstitiited and the attitude of the 
Viceroy and liis Majesty’s Govern men t reveled by these acts. 

'Ine meeting apiMjinted a committee consisting of Mr. Jinnah (President). 
Nawabz'ida LiHq..t Ali Khan, Nawsb Mohammed Ismail, Mr. G. M. 8yed and 
.Mautaiia Mohniiinieil Akrani Khan to decided in what manner Muslim India's 
feeling should be expressed in consultatiou with the Muslim League Party in the 
Central Ijegislature. 

'J'iie meeting also consiilered Mr. Fazlul Huq’s letter o! resignation sent to 
the Honorary Secretary of the Leagtie. 'J‘hc meeting was attended by the 
following memiters : Kbswaja Sir Na/imuddlji, Home Minister of mnpl, 
Maulana Akram Khan. Sir Siksiidn llyal Khan. Premier of the Punjtih, 
tbe Nswah of Mnmdot. Malik Baikal Alt, Sir Abdulla ilaroon, Begum 
Mohammed Ali, .Mr. Ahdul Matin Chowdhiiry, Assam Minister. Razi 
Muhiimmed Isa. Clinwdiiury Khaliqu/zatiiQn. Nuwah Mohammed Ismail 
Khan,nhe Uaja of MahmiiLUhiid, sirdar Auruijg/.ch Khun, Kelh 8attar Sait, Mr. (4. 
5l. Syed and Nawnh/.ada Liaquui Ali Khan. 

Resolutions— Council Meeting-- New Delhi— 2tith Oetober 1941 

Yenuk or riiR Next Sk^.sion 

With a record altctidance of membera from all )»nrts of Indin, piirticulaily 
Bengal nnd tbe Punjab, the ( onni tl of tbe Ali'lnilia Muslim l.eaguc began ita 
session ibis afternoon, Mr. .M. A. .Jiniiftb presided. I'roiniuciU. among those pres<‘nt 
tverc the Haja of Pirinir, Bialik Khiznr Ilayat Ktiaii, Ml.'iii Abdul llayr, the Nuwnh 
Bahadur of Dacca, Mr. .Siihrawaidy. Beguiu iC. Kalonnu, Begum Aim/ llasul, ai.d 
Maulana Hasrat Muhniii. 

The niet'liiig unanimously adopted the lesohiiions of thr. AVnrkiiig Committee 
passfil at Bombay on August ’.^1 J ). ifO, aiul at Delhi thia morning. 

During discussion on the Ps»nd»iiy rrS'diition, Mr. AV/*/* Ahmarl KhunUum 
tbe Punjab sought to move an aniniflincnt iireing that the British Governninii 
should unc<luiv(H'a11y <lc('lnre that the )>rinri{>I< s Ink! flown in the Anglu-Ammcan 
|)eacc aims fiopularly known aa 'AiUnlir Oiurter’ bhould apply to all the Musiim 
States. 

'J'he Chair held that the Workiiig Committee’s rcsohitioiis could not hi' 
■amended. They could cither he roufi med l>y the Council or reje«*ted. He therefore, 
ruled Uie amendment out of order. 

'Jhf Coiiueil, hy a majority, deckhd to procccfl with the elcctkui of two .loint 
Hecretariea and cleiMeU fChan Bahadur Momin from BongHl and .Mr. Mahbub Ahmed 
from the Punjab to he Joint Se«*i**iarics of tbe League for the year. 

Ihe meeting also empowered Mr. Jinnah to sclert the venue and fix the dates 
for the next annual oesaion of the lA*ague. 

Ill the (uurse of rifs<’itasinji, it wow urged that the I'rovincc where the sf.i>>icn 
was in take place should be givai mlerpiate lime to prepare. 

'Jlie Nawah Baliodur of Dacca proposed that the next session In* held at 
Calciiita. 

lAnolhcr aiwaker wanted to know which of the Proviners hail extemled an 
invitatioo to hold the next seaskm. NiwahMda Liaqat Ali Khati said that cxciy 
Province wee eager to weleome llie lauigiie to hold its session within its hoidns. 

Mr. Jinnah deelmred amidai rheeiii that lo-tlay tlie loeition of the 
Leagiia waa aueh that it would be wefromed in every place in Indio. "I am 
mtafttl to tM Kawab Bahadar of Daraa,” ha added, * W extanding BengaPa 
iBTitatioii, tad 1 aaaara hias that hit ioTilatioa would not remain nnavailed of. I 
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*• * Mariim Leigtiet." He eniteMtad that the fiom mll 

•hooM eiye the neceMenr power, to tbe WoSug Committee to Bs ^ Attorned 
venue of the uext iteiiBion. « «« w wiw um mmi 

The Conocil eveiituaHy decided to give those powers to Mr. Jinneh himself. 
Bkitisb action in Iran 

The of tlie BiUinjr devoted to s discussion on two non^oflleiel 
rc^tntions dealing with British action in the Middle Kasl, and imrticularly Ii^ 

Islamic conn tnlw * ®**^*'****”*'^*®*^ maintain the freedom, integrity and honour of 

from the Punjab attempted to argue that the resolution of tht 
VVorking Committee passed at Bombay was stiiricient for the purpose of esprsosinw 
Muslim sentiments : biit he was interrupted with shouts of *1511 down ; we don't 
w’aiit to hear you* , until he resumed his seat. 

Mr. Jan ifohammed (Calcutta) and Maulana Znfar AH (Lahore) supporting 
isram^e ”countr!S*”’ * lnd\nn Muslims to take measures to proteet 

• u- Stkander H tint Khan, Punjab Premier, declared that he yielded to no one 
111 ms love of the Mufllim countries, but he wanted the meeting to ooDSid^ tho 
whole cpiesuon dispassionately and calmly and give a lead to Indian Muslims and 
iiot lean ibem astray. He said that at the meeting of the Working Commiitas in 
lloinbay, he had counselled patience and eareful coiisidcrnlion. The Committes, 
j.eveMbcless passed its resolution, and he emphasised that so long as he remained 
a mcmlier of the Working Committee that resolulion was binding on him Si much 
ns on anyone else. 

Referring to Iran, Sir Sikander said that the ex-Shah was pro Nasi. He was 
at this stage t:rcctcd with prolonged shouts : ( *Wc don’t want any attacks on 
Juzn .^hah ) until Mr. .Tiiinali iiiierventHi and urged the meeting to hear all points 
of view patiently as became a such as he consideroa the meeting to be. 

riir Sikander pro<?eeded to declare that there was no represanUtive of Iran at 
flic meeting. Who, he asked, dethroned the hfuliaii of ’J’urkcy ? Not the Britiali 
liUi the Turks themselves. The dethronement was at the time regarded as n calan* 
i:} by Indian Muslims but it Jnid adiinlly proved a blessing for the Turks. 8imi* 
l.wly, those iircsent at the meeting did not know what the actual conditions in 
linn were. Then again, Indian Mu'^tims were not signatories to the Haadabsd Pact 
»;ui must bear iti mind that those who were signatories to that Pact bad done 
nothing to help Iran, »Surely, there must be some reason for that. 

8(r iSikttiider declared his conviction that Iranians were in favour of the setion 
taken by the HritisU in Iran ; and Irnniniis ought to know what waa good for 
(hem. He referred to a report that Iran was abowt to aign a treaty and be urged 
(hat Indian Mualims should wait to see whether the terms of that treaty ensured 
the independence and sovereignty of Iran. 

fc*ir Currimhhoy Ibrahim iBonilmy) supported tbe Punjab Premier’s obsenrntions 
and held that the resolutions Ivcforc the meeting were not practical. 

The Raja of Mahmudahad said that he knew that no Mnalim outside Indin 
h<id cver expressed a word of sympathy with Indian Mnalima and yet Indian Mas* 
iima had poured money and blood in BUpfK)rt of non- India Muslims. Me felt that 
Indian Mnslims were correct in their attitude and he therefore supporM tlM 
resolutions. 

8ardar Aurangazeh Khan asserted that the Bombay resolution of the Working 
Committee was sufRcicnt for tbe present. He bed not concluded bis speedb when 
the meeting sdjourned. 

Resolntloiis^2nd. Day— New Delhi— 27Ui Detober 1041 
Kxpansion of Viceroy’s Council 

The Council of tbe All-India 
concluded their sessions at 11 p.m. 


Muslim League and its ‘ Working Commltlat 
on the tTtli. Oeleker 1941 after _ 


two official resolutions and after confirming two other reeolutions of the 

; to Mr. Faaitti 


„ Huq. 

The rceoiution 'demanding mat the^po^tfolio of Hi 


Committee including one relatini 
'on demanding 1 
always be under a 


naikhic 

WorSog 


tbe 

It 


a} in tbe Govemor-GeaenlVi 

Council ahould always be onder a Muslim waa rMeeted. Uwas 
the Opposition that tbe I^eague after having eRpressed *00 epnftdeiiee’ in tbe MmIIm 
membera oi t^ Govemor^eneral’s Oouneil aad ^tsr deelariag tbwm m apt ao» 
pnsentatiTe of Indian Mnaiims^ could not demand thit tbe portlolio of Bii 
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be entruficd to one of them. At o matter of fact the Ijeaffne laid they had alked 
tlut no MuiUm iliould lerve on Uia GovernofGenerari Council. 

rwoliitiouii relating to the colleciioo of a liOague Fund of ten lakha of 
rapeea and to the efforti at recruitment of Imami to the Muilim League were 
dropped for waitt of ■econdcri. 

In regard to non-ollici&l resolutions eondemning the attitude of Mr. Faaslul 
Htiq, Mr. Jinnah laid that every member of the Muilim League was entitled to 
have ittsUco done to hinrand tiiercfore they had adopted a procedure outlined in 
the resolution passed by the Working Committee. They could not have imssed 
iudgmeiit on Mr. Fazlul Lluq without giving him the fullest opportunity to give 
Ills explanation. They bad stated the Working Committee would decide what 
charges they had against him and had given him full optmriunity to send hit 
explanation. After hearing him, the Working Onnnntitcc would deMde what action 
if any should bo taken against him. The non-onieial resoluiion against Mr. Fazliil 
H:iq was therefore dropped. 

in adjourning the seision tine die, Mr. Jinnah dcf larcd that Muslim India and 
the Muslim liSsguc were rosrctiing on and no imwcr could stop their onward march. 
Tho following resolutions were a«loptod 

*11iis meeting of the Council of the AlMnilia Muslim Ix^agllc while endorsing 
tho decision of the Working Committee and the steps iakoti by the President of the 
All-India Muslim l/cnguc in coiuiection with the espaiision of the Executive 
Council of H. E. the Viceroy and tlic so-called National Iiofcncc Council 
congratulates the Working Committee and the Prcsiflent of their decision and 
proper steps taken in the matter, and severely condemns the action of hon. Dr. Sir 
8yed Hiiltan Ahmad and llcgiim Shah Nawaz, in refusing to at'ccpl the mandate of 
the Working Committee and in insisting to remain on the said Councils in flagrant 
disregard of the wishes of the Idnsitms. 

‘*The Council further dnclar<»s that the taken in the Evpandod Counc il 

of H. E. the Viceroy an<l tlic so-called Naitional Defence Coumdl are in no way 
representative of and cannot in any W!iy represent the interests of Muslims. 

**This Council further condemns the atiitiule of the Government in this 
ronnoetion which is only to create a rift in the ranks of Muslims. 

Communal Ti:x6ion (^onpkmnko 

“Tliis mcediug of the Council of the All-India ^Iiislim l^eagtic dc.cply deplores 
the serious riots at .\mraoti and Ncllorc which clearly indicate that they were not 
merely the out<*omc of sudden communal oiitbrcakK hut were the result of calculated 
design to ninlcrminc the inor.Mc of the Muslims in areas where they are in 
microscopic minority. In view of these riots and several others in other provinces, 
the Council urges the Government to forthwith devise strong measures to check the 
growing tendency of Inwlcssuess and terrorism of the Hindu majority and to aflbrd 
cilci*tive protection to the ^lusltni minorities in the provinces.^' 

Another resolution appointed a CommitU'c to recommend and report on a 
ahemc for collection and proi>cr administration of funds accruing from Zaxat Fitra 
and tho sale of skins of Qurbani. 


UniTiflH Action in Iu.vn 

Tho Council passed a resolniiou moved l)y Maulana Mohammed Abdul Hamid 
Badavai dealing with the Hritish and Hovict < lovernments’ action in Iran. 

Barilar ilurongzcft Khan, a piember ofthc Working Committee, continuing his 
yesterday's sn^^h, ninpared the resolution with that passed by the Working 
Committee at Bombay and asserted that the Bombay resolution was more effective 
and better worded. Qc, therefore, urgel that there was no necessity to )iass any 
further resolution to supplement the Bombay resolution. 

Mr. Jinnah accepted closure at this stiq^e and before putting the resolution to 
vote Slid that Maulana Badaynni's resolution really touchcri the subastaiitial point, 
llie Bombay resolution, he pointed out. had been passed on the eve of t^ Iran 
incident Many things had since then happened. He agreed with those who 
argued that Mussalmans in India were poor and helpless and bad no sanction 
bwind their resolutions but they had every right to express their fedings and 
eentlmeote. ^'However poor and wretched we m'^ht be, there is no doubt that Indian 
lliisalmans have full sympathy with thdr Muslim brethren wherever they may be", 
he decslared. 

It bad been the avowed and declared policy of the Allies to destroy aggression 
aad protect and aaf^uatd the sovereiguty of small nattoni. Thai was their 
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prineiiMd lluMilmtns had no voice in the adminietimtion ol their 

cofimn. lli« did not know wliat the facte were. They were therafoie, 
appnlieiiaiw wont the Miniim countries and it was up to the British Qovemnent 
to remove those fears and apiirchensions of Indian Muslims by definite deeds. 
This was a& that the resolutions asked for. 

It was true that the Working Committee passed a resolution on the same 
subjwt at Bomday. but much had happened since then and the (\>uncil was 
entitled to iwss a substantive resolution on the subject. 

The House then fiasscd the resolution only a few bauds from the Punjab 
group being raised against it. 


Mu. Fazliii. lira's Caku 

The Gouiu'il ciidor^ the resolution of the Working CV>mmitiee in regard 
to Um allegation irontaiiicti in tlie letter of Mr. Ftulul Uuq resigning from the 
Working Committee and the Councii ns untrue and oflensive and casting serious 
aspersions and calling u|ion him to witlidraw tliosc allcgaltons within the nest ten 
days. ^ A meetii^ of the Working Committee wns stiiumoiied to moot here 
on November lu to ctnisider, among other tilings, what action is called for 
against Mr. Faziul Uuq in the light of his explanation. The resolution is as 

"^The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim l^eague considered the 
letter dated $;Mn)tcmber 8 addressed to the Seirctary of Uic All-India Muslim I/imgue 
by Mr. Fasluf Hiiq tendering his resignation from Uie Working Committee and 
the Council of the All-India >lusliiii liCagMc and also the letter of Mr. Faslul Uuq 
dated Oetober 2C received to-day in which lie says 

*1 feel that the matter relating to my letter addressed to you (Herretary of 
the All-India Muslim I^guc) sliould be disi oscd of in my absence. My presence 
in the dia<*usstoii may put some members or tlie league in sii awkward position 
if 1 were to be present at the time the criticisms arc made when this letter comet 
up for diacuasion. I shall be grateful if you convey my regrets to the IVesident 
that 1 shall not lie able to attend tlic meeting.' 

**The Working Committee consider that the following allegations contained 
in Mr. Faziul Ilua’s letter are untrue, offensive and cast serious aspersions on 
the President, the Working Committee and the Council of the Ixiague and Muslim 
LeigueES of the Provinces where Muslims arc In a minority 

1. T maintain that this action of the President was unconstitutional in the 
highest degree. 2. The Working Committee endorsed this action of the President 
be»uBe they bad no alternative before tlicm. If tliey had refused to ratify the 
l^esident’s action it would have amounted to a vote of 'no-con fidenee' in the 
President and this contingency, the Working ('ommittcc were not pre|)ared to Im. 
It is for this reason that the \Vorking Committee passed the resolution, a copy of 
which you have forwarded to me calling ii|x>ii me to resign unconditionally from 
the National Defence Council.’ 3. ’But before 1 conclude, I wish to record a moat 
emphatic protest against the manner in which Muslim interests of frugal and the 
Punjab arc being imperil!^ by Muslim Leaguers * in Uie Muslim Minorities 
Provinces.' 4. ’As a mark of protest against tlic arbitrary use of powers vested in 
its President, 1 beg to tender my resignation from the mcrabersbin of the Working' 
Committee and the Council of the All-India Muslim l^ue. Much as I deplore 
this oourae I feel that I cannot usefully continue to be a member of a body whidl|i 
ahowa scant courtesy to Provincial leaders and which arro^tes to itadf the 
fiinctioos which ought to be exercised by provincial executives.' o. The President 
of the All-India Hualim League has singularly failed to -discharge the heavy 
leaponaibility of his office in a ccmstitutioiial and reasonable manfier. 6. ’Recent 



of Benad« who occupy the key position in Mimlim Indim 

’The Working dmnmittee. therefore, calls upon Mr. Fadol Huq to withdraw 
theoe allegations and exprets his rqpret within ten days oi,^^neeipt of this 
reaolution^y him. On the expiry of thie epecified time; the Working Oomnitlee 
win decide what action ie called for after ceneidering any explimatton that Mr. 
Failttl Huq may offer either in writing or in person and for this porpoae and 
ior any other buaineaa, the Working CommitlM will meet at ita Gintiat Oflfee 
at 11 a. m. on November 
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BiMlBtkHHh— Woridif CoiBiBtttae— N«w Mbi— IMk. Moraabw 1941 
Mr. Fazlul Hi7Q*s Explanation acceptsd 

The next meeiiDR of the Workinjc Committee of the All-Indie Mnelim Lcegue 
eommenced at New Delhi at 11 a.m. on Sunday, the leth. NoTsmber 1941. 
AmooR thoM preaent were Mr. Jtniiah, Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan, the 
Raia of Mahmudabad, Chaudhry Khaliqiizzaman, Nawab Mohd. lamail Khan, 
Cbzi Muhammad Iia, Malik Barkat Ali, the Honlile Mr. Hoeeeiu Imam, BcKum 
Mohammad Ali and Sir Currimbhoy Ibrahim. 

The agenda before the meeting wae conaideration of Mr. Fazlul Haq*8 letter 
and diecueaion of the jteneral political eituation. 

While the Muslim League Working Committee was in eesBion more than a 
dozen Khakaare, carrying placarda aaking the Mualim league immediately to 
demand from the Government the release of Allama Mashriqi, entered the Le^ue 
office. They, however, were asked to wait outside till the meeting was over. 
The Oommittee concluded its sittiug late in the evening after passing the following 
reioltttiona 

'The Working Oommittee considered the following letter of explanation of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, dated November 14, received by the lion. Sccretarv 
of the All-liidia Muslim League ^ 

**1 bw to acknowledge .the receipt of your letter of October 29 forwarding 
for my information a copy of resolution No. 2 adopted by the Working Conuuittee 
of the Mualim Ijeague and confirmed by the Council of the Muslim 1^‘ngue at 
meetings of both the bodies held on October 27 at Delhi. 

1 regret the delay in aending you my reply. It has been due entirely to the 
poor state of my health and 1 did not feel justified in replying to a communication 
of such serious importance without giving the matter most anxious consideration. 

No one knows better than the President himself that 1 have always b^n a 
loyal member of the League, have never hesitated to carry out its mandates and 
once a decision was constitutionally adopted by it, has never hesitated to obey it, 
even though that decision "might not ))erMonslly commend itself to me. If there 
ware any doubts in rcf^ard to this point my resignation from the National Defence 
Council amply proves it. 

It is an irony of fate that of all those who have given of their beet to build 
up the only national organisation of the Muslim India, 1 should have been the 
ODjeot of so much misunderstanding and so much uninformed criticism. It aptiears 
that portions of my letter have hurt the feelings of the Presidciit and some of my 
other frieuds. I convey to tlicni, through you, roy asBurance that nothing was 
farther from my intention than to hurt the feelings of or to cast aspersions on 
any one and 1 hope that my assurance in this rcs( h; 1 will be accepted and the 
matter considered as closed.” 

8d. Fazlul Uuq.** 

*'The Working Committee excuses the delay in not sending the reply within 
Ian days on the ground of his ill-health as the matter was of such serious impor- 
tance that it required his anxious consideration. 'J hc Working Committee notes 
Mr. Fazlul Huq's earnest rc-s(1irmation of his loyalty to the Muslim l.eague and 
his statement that he has never hesitated to carry out the mandates of the l.esgur, 
the latest instance in proof thereof is bis resignation from the National Defence 
Oouncil in obedience to tlie decision of tlie Working Committee. The Working 
Oommittee further notes his assurance that nothing was further from his intention 
Uian to hurt the feelings of or to cast aspersions on the President or the Executive 
of the League and oiherft concerned ; and as Mr. Fazlul Uuq requests the AVorking 
Oommittee, his assurance should be accepted, it is resolved that no further action 
•hottld be taken in the matter”. 

Expansion of Exrcutivb Council 

The eeoond reeolnlion runs : 

*The Working Committee of the All-India Bfnalim League regrets that the 
Brltleh Government hai not only failed to accept the offer of co-operattoa made 
hj the Mnelim League by its resolution dated June 17, 1940 but in utter diaregard 
H It, hM expaoded the Qovernor-GeneraPe Executive Council by aaooeiating with 
it poreoni representing nobody except themaelvce. lliis Ul-adviacd and unfair 
notion on the wrt of the Government, in the opinion of the pommittce, waa due 
to tho Amt that the Britiah Government waa not prepared to coneede the jnet 
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dmnnds of the Mnsllm League even when the Coiigrcaa Party waa engaged la 
obetraetioniit tactics and civil diaobedienee and reiuaed to even eoitatder aiiv 
agveemeirt within the framework of the iwesent vonaittulion. The Working Com- 
mittee therefore urge upon the Government that no further atepa lie taken or 
adinstmenta be maue in the future even within the framework of the preeent 
constitution and law without the approval and consent of the All-Tndia Muslim 
Lwue and once more warn the Government that any action in litis conuectiou 
without the approval of the Muslim League will be dimply resented. 

*Tlie responsibility for the consequences that may, ensure will be entirely that 
of the Government.** 

By another resolution the Working Committee appointed Nawali lamail Khan, 
Mr. Hussain Imam, liiir Nazim*ud-Uiii. Kazi Mohninmctl Isa and Nawabzada Liaqat 
Ali Khan to form the Parliamentary Committee as required by a resolution of the 
Working Committee meeting Ik Id at Madras in April 1941. 

A Hub-Committee consisting of Nawab Ismail Khuii and Nawabzada Liaqat 
Ali Khan was set up to consider and decide the ap|>eals to the Working Committee 
from the various branches of the League organ isaiion. 

AU.AMA MASlIlRiqi’H RKLRABR 

“The Working Committee wish to draw the attention of the Government that 
tfae prolonged and iiidefinittf incarceration and (Ifteiitioti without trial of Allama 
Mashriqt is catiBiitg grave concern not only to the members of Kbnksars organisation 
but to the Miissslinnns general I v. In view of the changed situation tha committee 
urges upon the Govetnment of India to reconsider their policy mid release Allama 
Mashriqi w i thou t f lei ay 

Another resolution passed by the Working Committee saya : *Tho Working 
Committee are of the opinion that some of the proposals coniaincd In the Joint 
report of the Itulo-Ceylon Exploratory Conference are oiteii to serious obiections 
and adversely atfeid the rights of Incfians in (Vv)ou. 4 lie committee call ution 
the Government that sucli niodificnitotis as woulil guarantee and ensure those just 
right of Indians should be made in those proposals before an action is taken in 
the matter’*. 


Resolutions— Working Committee— Nagpur— 26th. Deeemker 194 1 

Resolition on roLn’icAi. Situation 


The final meeting of the Working Committee of the Muslim League for the 
year 1941 was held at Nagpur on the 2Uth. Deesmber with Mr. .linnnh in the chair. 
Those present were : Kazi Mahomed Isa (Ualuchislnn), the Raja of Makreiidab^ 
(U. P.) Cliaudhri Khiiliquzzaniaii (IL P.). Mr. Abdul Matin ("Imndhri (Aaiam), Hir 
K. Nazimiiddin (Bengal), Mr. Hussain Ispahnni (Bengal), Mr. Rauf Shah (C. P.), 
Mr. Barkat Ali (Punjab), Mr. Abdnl Haitnr Scib (Madras), Mr. Hussain Imam 
(Bihar), and Nawab Liaqat Ali {II P.), the Secretary. 

A warning to the British Government that any departure in llie policy and 
the declaration of August 1040 cr any ilcclaratlon by the British Government which 
affects the demand of Pakistan or which proceeds on ilie basis of Central Govern- 
ment with India as one single unit and the Muasulmans aa an All-India minority* 
alkali be strongly resented, was uttered by the Working Committee of the League 
in the main resolution of which the following is the fidl text :— ... 

“The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim Txagiie baa reM with 
satisfaction the statement made by His Excellency the Viceroy on December 15, 
1941, at Calcutta reaffirming the policy enunciated in tlie Declaration of Augost 8, 
1940, which laid down inter a‘ui the foUowing principle for the future consUtutiofi 
of India : ‘There are two main points which have emerged. On those ^o ttoiata 
Hit Majesty’s Government now desire roe to make Uieir [wsition clear. first ie 
as to the position of minorities in rclaUon to any future consiilatioiia! scheme. It 
hfs already been made clear that my declaration of last October dose not exclude 
the examination of any part either of the Act of 1935 or. of JJoBcy wd pleji « 
which it is based. His Majesty’s Government s concern that full wd|*t should bo 
given to the views of minorities in any revision has also been brmigbt out 
remains the position of His Majesty’s Government It goes wiApnt eaylng tbpt 


pesM and welfare of India to any ayitem of goyernment whose authority fa direeUy 
denied by large and pqweffnl elemanta J^**^B** naUoq al^ Nor eo old the y ^ 
partica to - - - . ** - - * 


:e and powerful elemanta in Indiana national Ufa. Nor could they be 
it coercion of ioeb dementc into aobroiaaton to saeh a foranimaok*. 
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Hii Escellcfiey Irntber made it clear in the DecleniUoii o( Anf'nti 8, 1940, Iknt it 
wti for the reifiCMiitativct of India tliemoelvee to reach a haaie of friendiy agree- 
ment, Aretly on the form whh'h the fioet-war repreoeiitativc hodv ehonld take and 
eeooudly ujiou the i)rinci|»les and outliiiei of the eonsiituitoii itoeff. This iKdicy of 
the British Goveriimciit mms rcaiKrmed by the Secretary of State for India in hie 
speech during the debate in the House of Coroinoiis on April 22, 1911, in the 
following words that the framework of India's future constitution should be derioed 
by Indians themselves and not by this House, 'ihnt was a far-rraching and indeed 
revolutionary announcement, the full im{)ortanoe of which has not, 1 think, even 
yet been fully appreidated either in ibis country or in India. More important la 
thia couiieciion is the aLi|fulaUou that the coiistiliitinn itself and also the body 
which is to frame it miiet be the outcome of agracmant liclwecn the principal ele- 
menta in India's national life. 'Jhui is essential pre-rcqnifiite to the tticocst of the 
future constiliilioii. 

*Tlie Working Committee of the All-India Muslim licagne kt their meeting 
held on Bepetembor 22, 1840, expressed their sniisfactiou nt the Declaration as 
the principles enunciated therein eovoicd consideration of the demand of the 
Mussalinaiis for division of India which was uiiule long before the Declaration, 
at Lahore on March 23, 1940, and is |>opiilarly known as the Pakistan scheme. 
Biiice tlien responsible Blinisters of the Crown, Mr. Amery, the Beeretary of Biota 
for India, and Mr. Churchill, 4lie Prime Minister, have from time to time 
amplified and confirmed the fiolicy underlying the De<*Uiraiion, thereby aasuriug the 
hundred million Musaalniana of iiulis that the Ilritudi Government was fnlly 
alive to the realities of the fKdititwl situation in India and realised that any 
decision op|>nsed to the natural aspiiations of Mussalmaits as a separate entity 
would batten a calastronhc and make peaceful ailininiatration im))OBfuble. 

“The Working Cominitteo. however, are deeply concern^ and alarmed that 
while the |X>licy of the British Cioveriunejii. still remotns the same as Isid down 
in the DccUration of August 8, 1910, there is a growing tendency in a section of 
the British press and politicians who. under ihe stiess of war agolsist the Axis 
Powers and the entry of Japan in the arena, are urging Uie (lovemineut to revise 
the policy hitherto followed and to start a policy of ap|>casemont of the Congress 
by making a fresh deedaration itt utter disregard of previous statements and 
promises by the Miissalmaus of India and in ignorance of the nature and extent of 
the ]iolttical religious and ciiliurai difTercnces existing between the major 
communities .in India, namely Hindus and Mnslims, 

*1'be Working Commitiee, therefore, consider it necessary to warn the British 
public and the Government that any dcparlnre from the i>olicy and aolemii 
beelaraticfii of August 8. 1940, and pledges given therein to Uie MiissalmaDB would 
eoiiatitute a gross breach of faith with Muslim Indis and that sny revision of 
policy or any fresh dcclarntion which adversely Bfrctda the demsnd of Pakistan or 
proceeds on the basis of a Cenlrsl Government wiUi India as one single unit and 
the Mussalmans as an all India minority shall be strongly resented by the Muslima 
who will be compelled to resist it with all the force at their command which 
would, at this critical iuuctioii, among other things neccMarily result in serious 
Impediment of the country s war efiorts, which have so far been largely coiried on 
with the help and siinport of Mussalmans, liccanse ol the {olit^y and attitude 
hitherto adopted by the Muslim League iu order not to embarrass or impede war 
eflbrte eo for as p^ble/' 

Leagues Aititudk to War Efpobt 

The second reeoltuioii Iwgtiie with the words *in view of the fact Chat the 
entry of Japan in the war on the side of the Axis powers has brought danger 
much closer to India aim has forced into greater prominence tlie question of the 
defence of India, the Working Committee consider it necessary to reiterate 
that the Muslim l^eogue, from Uie vety lieginning, bos expressed their willing* 
ness to share the renponeibility of the' defence of the country”. T^ resolution 
qoptea the various resolutions pasted by the Committee to that effect and 
mentioni ihe attitude taken by Uie Congress in this matter. 'Jhe rcMilution 
mn says that the League on June 17, 1940, )«ssed a resolution which clearly 
showed Uiat the League all along adhered to the policy enunciated by its 
Preeideot in November 1939. llie resolution coDcliidee : *i1ie Working Cbmmittce 
onee more dMiare that they are ready and frilling as before to ihoalder the 
bttfdM of tlm defence of the country olngty or In co-operation with other poriiet 
OB the bisls that real obore and responaibility Is given In the oaChoritj of 
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G«f«rnn«t •! Um Centn and to toe iworinece witoto the fraweirork ol toe 
pment eonMtation, but without prriudiee to the major political Imum tovolved 
m too fiemiDK of toe futura conetitution." 

Actios agaikst Me. Hi-q appooved 

By another reoqlntiont the Committee note with MiiAferiion the action taken 
by the President in rxtwlliiit; Mr. Faztul Huq from the lAmcne "for the Itetrayal 
of the League organisation and the MiisHlmniis grnerally.'* The resoliiticni ealla 
00 creiy L^ue *not to rest content iiitiil the preaent Ministry which is com|KMMl 
of rarioua elements antagonistic to the csnse of Miislinia in neiiga] and of which 
Mr. Moq is a mere titular head is ovcrUirf%\vit**. 

The last resolution urges the C. P. (tovernment that *^haviiig regard to the 
recent action of the Govermuoiit in releasing satvagraha ami other |H>titieal 
prisoners and haring regard to the internal fH>litt"»l Hitnniion the proaeciitioo 
against Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan should he withdrairn anil he slutild be released**. 


The Lyallpur Pakistan Conference 

PresUentlal Address— Lyallpur- 20th. .lidy 1941 


The following ii* the text of i!‘.e Presid.'n’ial AiKltCKA delivenM hy Muhk 
Barhit Alt, M.A , l.l. ii., M L, A., Aclvfh-.ite. Lahote, utul .Meinlier, Woiking ronimittoe, 
All-India Muslim lit^ngne, at the raki'^tan i onfeienre htlil iiiuIit the anspieea 
of the Muslim Students* iVdcnitioii at l.yal!|*nr, fin Otli. July. l»tl 

As yon ail know. w‘e are meetiin: to thiv tinder the shmlow of n terrible war 
between llitlerism on one side and the lliitt^'i Kfitidre on the other. Kroin ah 
accounts, it is undoiiiitedly a life and i!eat)» ^'inuele heiwccii tl'.o t\v.> hclligerenia. 
It is clepr from the progress of cventh Kite*c dnl .^epieinlier, 10. >0. when war was 
formally tleilared hetween I'.ngimid and (iornnr.y, that it is not merety a local or 
ephemeral issue like that <»f Ihuizig or the pa^isace r.i Kasi PrnsMn, hut the very 
question of existence which ‘\f% to*(iny Iticking tiie Itritish Km)4rc in this deadly 
combat in the course of wliicli ihc tiowci of the iiniton and all that is best and 
dear is being oftercfl in sacrili.c to the God oi War. 1 filler is bent with hit 
carefully and 8cieiititi<’Hliy olminctl war iini. liii.n to n<'!iicve i e break n,\ of the 
mighty Hriiish Kinpiie, and obviously no si-mjlcs wfigh with Idni. Luckily, the 
llriiish iaun. althonuh oiigiiially aslct p. is stinking ofT its slnnihcr and t)ie 
remarkable and wondcrf'.il nianncr in wbi -h the Kii^li4i people, nlthonch totally 
uiiprcparcfl for the war winai it came, arc throwing ilicnisclvcs into llie lighti 
shows that the ancient and ingrained spirit of ttio liriii**!! Nation lias nut Inscn 
sapfied hy lu.xnry or comfort or tainted with cowjirdi-c anti sclIishncHs or satiaieil 
and withered liy dotage or decay. Jn a silimiion of ilii^ kind, our duty as eitizena 
of a Great Kmpirc. which has given us pc.i?c and fKTfcct security, i« uhvions. As 
soon as the war iK'gan, onr Qaid-i-AzAiii drclarrd in the ii.imc of the liliiKsnlroans 
that we had no sort of sympathy with jliilciism or Nn/.isni or Kacisism, that we 
hated Uicae creeds and that’ deruite serious grievances, nothtiig would l)c done 
to cause any cmharrassincnt to iiie thivernmcnt. so long as it was engaged in the 
prosecution of this hitter war. 'llic Mnssalinaiis have honoured ibis pledge j^ven 
on their liehalf by the <^.ii.l-i-AaAni. Tltose in a r^ition to give monelary aid awd 
lasiataiice have rendeied that assistance undetemni ; those in a tuition to offer ihe 
maximum sacrifice have ilonc so undaunicd and nnhamiiered. None lias nonse iw 
the WM, none has come forward te prrach any boycott, lliis ia at H should be. 
The Qaid-i*Azam had, however, declared that in case < Government was wnxioua to 
secure the whol^cartnl supi>ort of ilie commnitity, it was ne(*essary tliat a eenae 
of aalisfaction should he crested tn the miinU of the- Muslim maaaes. that their 
grievaneea and in particular the excesses and atrocities from wliieli tbi^ had 
anircred at the hands of CVmgrcss GoTeriiments in Ihe aeyen provincea ahould be 
redreated and rectified, and further, that Muslim leadership should bo irtiafed and 
taken into confidence and the power and authority of Government ahould ha 
entrust^ to and ahared with the accredited representativea of the Mtialim nation on 
eqnnl and self-reapeeling terms. The Qaid-i-Asam had givra the further aaauniMa 
taat aa Government had agreed to a denovo examination of the an tiro policy aad 
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pl«n of the Cofcrnmeiit of Indm Act. 1935, when the time came for the 
arawiiift tij* of a filial conatilution of India soon after the eoticliision of the war. 
and had also at;rcc<l that they would not transfer their present res|x>nsibility for 
Uie peace and welfare of India to any system of Gosarnmcnt '^whose autWity 
is directly dented” by the Mnsltms nor be parties to their coercion by such Govern- 
roents, he would not press the issue of Pakistan for immediate acceptance but 
would reserre it for discussioii nt the Hound Table later. It is to be regretted that 
these roost eminently reasonable terms bare not been accepted by the renreaentatire 
of the Hritish Oovernmcnt in this country. His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, no 
doubt, fully understood the ix>int of view put forward by Mr. Jinnab ; it cannot 
be said that Mr. Jinuah was not able to put forward hia claim before him with 
perfect clarity ; but it appears that, dominated by a fear of the Congress and 
animated by a strong desire to appease Mnhatnma Gandhi and the Congress, His 
Excellency halted in the course of his negotiations and ultimately ended by offering 
Mr. Jiniiah two seats in bis Cabinet, with full freedom to Mr. Jinnab to nominate 
the holders of those seats. Mr. Jiniiah indignantly refused this offer and there the 
matter stands. The result is that the response of the Muslim nation to the war 
effort has not been as full as it should be. The Government knows this. It is 
true that various elements in the national life of Mussalmans are rendering all the 
aid in their power to the Rritish Government, just as various elements in the 
national life of the Bikh and Hindu communities aie rendering all the aid in 
their power, notwithstanding the ban im^Hised by Mahatama Gandhi and the 
(fongresH. 1 think, it is a great conipliment to the British Government wnd its 
enlightened methods of administration that it should have been able on the basis 
of its own gocKl will to get. out of the various coromtinilies and sections of India, 
the Help it has recrived. But you and 1 and the British Government all recognise 
that much greater and far more powerful help is needed and should have been 
forthcoming, at m y rate so far as the Muslims are roneerned, if the Qaid<i-Azam 
had been taken into coiindencc and his pro|X)sn1s accepted, ft is axiomatic that 
no people can render spontaneous and enthnsisstie hclf> unless they are made to 
jfeel that it is their own war and that it is their freedom which is at stake. 1 must 
say that this feeling is not yet prevnUMit, though, not doubt, some Indian Muslims. 
Hindus, Biklis and others who must support Government at all costs and in all 
sitiiatiotiH, sre preuehing that this wur is finlia’s war and that the Freedom of 
India is ns inucli nt stake as the Freedom of England. Their preachings meet with 
no ree|K)iisc. It is time that Government, who are. no doubt, nwnre of the realities of 
the silnatioii, shoitld take stock nf the condition of things ns they exist and acting 
in a boM, cotiruucous and trustful spiiit, call to their councils men of the calibre 
and iiillnencc* of tin; Qaid-i-A/.am ami invest them with real and substantial 
nniiioriiy. ns equal pariiu'is so tliat the ilcfcnce of India may he adequately and 
nationally inol»iIiy.cd. 'PIjc war cl'»n»l.s arc gathering thick on the Indian horizon ; 
the change in j olicy indicalc<l l»v ibe nnprovoked, wanton and sudden attack on 
Unssia, willi whom a Non-Airgrrssiou Pact h.ad been conclmlcd about two years ago, 
shows that India will s.vm lie enveloped in the tlnmcs of war. The old’ policy of 
working throiigli those who would demur under all circumstances and who for that 
reason would have yon and the out-ide world i)eli<^ve that they are the only people 
who are active and therefore vomit and matter, like the proverbial few grasboppers 
who make the forest ring with their clink, thinking that they arc the only inhabi- 
tants of the Earth,— must go. I d the watchwords of the new ^X)Ucy he Trust in 
those who really retucsent the nation. It is only in this wise that the nations of 
India enn be * movetl into a rohiist and real defence of tlieir Freedom. The times 
throngli which we are ]»assiMg arc not ordinary times. The world seems to be 
riisliin.: ahmg nt a gHKly imce covering in days and monilis the track of centuries 
and those who are acenstomrd to see it spinning leisurely along its destined course, 
should open ihtir eyes and let not a second go waste. 

Garisirr Kxvasssion 

It ia heing atntcil that the Viceroy’s Executive Council is going to l»e expanded 
»a as to contain a non-ntr.tdal liuUaii maiority and that Mr. .Amrry will be shortly 
making a statcnirnt which will prove a laudmnrk in the constihilioiial history cif 
Itnlia. far as the expaiiKion of tire Viceroy’s Executive Council is concerned, it 
is ol’viona that with the t'ongress and thn Muslim Iieagiie out of it, the expansion 
would serve no useful purpose beyond providing jobs to those who are already co- 
operating. Of course, there is nothing to prevent the Viceroy from ti^iig thia 
step, but ill view of the gravity of the iuteruatioual sitiiatioiXi it would be wiao to 
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leave well alone and to (lenerere in the courae announced by the Oovernmeat 
ftiter mlure of Ae OoveriimeDi DeKOtUtiona with the lawleni of the O^greet 
Md the League There in cerUinlt a danger in the adoptionr of a difTerent courae. 

ration oil Bluelim public opinion of the atep which the Viceroy ia itaM to 
be tekioe:, muat 1 m adrerae. With the Coiigrees already in the oppoettion. the 
path of wiadom liea in not anugoniaing Mualim League opinion. Aa regaida the 
contemplated atatemmt to be made by Mr. Amery. it ii of courae diflicuU to eipreaa 
aiiy opinion about ite merita or demerita before it haa aciualty appeared in print 
All I can eay ia that the previous attitude of Mr. Amery that Indiana muat firat 
reach a aettlement among themaelves of the oiilatandiiig constitutional qcieations 
has ewyihing to commend it, and I tniat that Mr. Amery will ataml by It and 
not yield to any Mrt of presaure manoenvered by that second line of defence of tbe 
Coogreaa organisation, namely, tbe Liberals led by l>r. 8ir Tc} Dahadur Bapru. Mr. 
Amery cannot conceal from himself the fact that these Liberal Elders do not count 
a sinfdc Miissalmaii of standing among thorn and that the difference between them 
and the Oongreaa leaders, so far as Muslims are concerned, is a difference between 
Tweedledum and TweedMee. 


Pakistan, Bistorical Rrstuosprct 

1 will now come to tlie subject of Pakiatsn which is the cherished oentce and 
coveted focus of your desires, and for populsristug which, you hare called Uiia 
Conference. The foes of Pakistan and some others from amongst our own eamp, 
who want to win cheap popularity at the hands of oiir Hindu countrymen to whoa 
Pakiaian is at the moment n sort of poison cup, hare apread so many false-hooda 
about Pakiatan that is is necessary at the outset to give a trne historical retrospect 
of the events that have led to aiid have culminate<l in the demand for Pakiaian 
as the only solution of India’s difficnities and the only guarantee of tliis vast sub- 
continent taking its proper place amongst tbe free and iitdepeiident nations of the 
earth. Yon will remember that in the early nineties of the lOih ueutury when 
British atateamen decided to endow India with the beginnings of popular Govern- 
ment in local bodies, the queslioii of separate electorates csiue to the fore. Origin- 
ally, with their experience of elections in a homogeneiii society, which never knew 
of any such distinctions as to separate the Hindu from the Muflim» they started with 
joint electoratea. But joint electorates had not been long in operation when tbe 
cry for eeparate electorates wae raised by the Mnslims everywhere. When the 
Morley-Minto Beforma were in the air, a deputation of leading Mualima, inclnding 
the late Maulana Mohammad Ali. waited upon tbe then Viceroy, Lord Minto and 
pressed for separate electoratea for Muslima as tbe essential maebinenr for hlUng 
the seats to be 6xed for them. The demand was conceded and even Lord Morley 
with all his traditions of the purest liberalism bad to admit in bis speech made 
on 23rd February 1209 in the House of Lords that the Muslim demand for aeparate 
electoratea would be met in full as, in the words of this Pbilofopber-Btatomiaot 
*‘the difference between Hindus and 3fobammadana is not a mere difference of 
articles of religious faith or doctrine. It ia a difference in life, in traditions, in 
history, in all the social thinga as well as artuJes of faith that constitute a aociety.** 
Again, at the Ume of the Montagu Chelmaford BHorm^ tbe question of separate 
eleetoratea waa oonatdered by Lord South Borough Franchise Committee and it wea 
decided that aeparate electorates were indispensable and coald not be scrapped. The 
qneetion wae again considered by the Simon Commission and they renehed the 
conclusion that '‘it is Impossible to shut one's eyes to the force of the ergument 
that the mere reservation of seats to aecnre a gnaranlecd amount of reprceentatioa 
for the Muslim community is far from securing the return to the Legiilalnree of 
Moilims who wonid be regarded by their oonatitiiwU as aiithoriletive «d^e- 
factory lepieaenUtivea.** Separate electorate are still the order of the day. ^hile 
the Mnelime were thus adamant in their demand for aeimte eleetoiatea, the 
Contma and the Hindus offered fuli-tliroeted oppoutum to it end eonlinned to 
eondmn the eyelem es tbe vew neeiioo of netipMlism. And m them iniM 
this wee so And yet the Mnslirn Community would never agree to the etimioellott 
of oeMimte eletonteo. Seperate eleetoratflo. no doubt, pqel^ute two eepurete ptqple 
diffseent a^ ineconcilable cnllnns and lutenata, whether piSilM 


thto eU thia lltoit the Mwatol 


MfmLms Stavd m UvinR^ Ivdia 

1 dMNdd like you. towever, to 
Indie, while In^tiag on eq^nU eleetocnili, 


tokrep 
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up Um nnltj of India* and the best amonMt them continaed to preach that the 
llosllms of India mast regard tbemseires as part and fiarcel of the ipreat Indian 
nation* In the efforts to regain for India its birthright of Freedom, Indian 
Mnalims, though returned on a seimrate ticket, stood shoulder to shoulder with 
Hindu Nationalists and suffered cheerfully all kinds of restraints and privations 
which befall all those who strive for liberty. Stray voices, here and there, no doubt 
uttered the warning that the Hindus and the Muslims were two separate peoples, 
with their differences* rooted deep in history and in the teacliings of their 
reapeotive faiths, but the Muslim community as a whole continued to believe in 
Its destiny as a part of the Indian nation, and its leaders eontinned to play their 
part in India’s struggle for Freedbm. The greatest of these leaders on whose 
words even the CongreM hung before the movement passed into the co>trol of 
MMiatms Gsndhi was no other than the Qaid-i-Axsro. 

In December, 1930, for the first time, the late Ur. Sir Mohammad Iqbal, in 
the conrae of hia nresidential address delivered at Allahabad as President of the 
2lat Session of the All-India Muslim League, put forward in a concrete form hie 
proposal for. the partition of India into. Muslim India and Hindu Inilia. When 
putting forward this proposal he clearly defined his position. He said : *T lead 
no party ; 1 fotlbw no leader. I have given the best part of my life to a carefui 
•Uioy of Isiam, its law and polity, its culture, its history snd its literature. This 
eonatant contact with* the spirit of Islam, as. it iiiitolda itself in time, bss, I think, 
given ms s kind of insight into* its significance sa a world fact. It it in the light 
of Ihto inaight^. whatever its value, that while aasusMiig that the Mutiima of 
ladia are determined to remsin true to the spirit of Islam, 1 pro|)oae not to guide 
yon in foot deeiatons but to attempt the humble task of bringing clearly to your 
oonaciouanaaf the main priucifde. which, in my opinion, tbould determine the 

S ieval eharaeCsv of these decision a.** Dr. tHr Mohammad Iqbal waa perfectly 
fat ki the cEotion he gave in these introductory remarks, namely, that the 
ntion of dio Indian communal problem which rie waa offering aa the result of 
bis eonstsnt eontact with tht apirit of Islam, its iusiory, its laws and ita liisTatnre. 
waa purely hia own and avea that, not as the leader of any party ; for at that 
tlms tht accepted conatitutional nosHioii of the AlMndia Mimlim League from the 
date of ita foundation wp till then was that India was an int^al onity^ the 
common homeland of both Uindns and Muslims, and that the goal of lha political 
silbrt of the All-Indiar Muslim I^giie was '*(hs attainment of full reaponaible 
Qovemmsnt for India by all peaceful and legitimate meaua with adequate and 
tffseiivs aofeguarda for Blutsalmana”. It waa at iliis time and in tbase environ- 
msnta, with the All-India Miialiro licague regarding Hindoa and Muslims as the 
common aems of Mother India, that Ur. Hir Mohammad Iqbal fiong bis proposal. 
I will quote his very words. He said : 

*lne units of Indian society are not territorial aa in European conn tries. 
India te a continent of human groupa belonging to diflereiit races, speaking 
diftont languages and professing different religions. Tlieir behaviour is not at 
all determined by o common racc-comeioiisnets. Even the IJiiidiia do not form a 
homogCDCona group. The principle of European deroocraey cannot be applied to 
India withont reeomising the fact of communal groupa. The Muslim demand for 
the creation of a Mnalim India is, therefore, perfectly justified. The resolntion 
of the All Parties Muslim Conference at Delhi is to roy mind wholly inapired by 
thia noble ideal of a harmonious whole wliicb, instead of stifling the respective 
Individnaliam of Us component wholes, affords them chances of fully working ont 
the poasibillUes thafce may be latent in them. And I have no doubt that thia 
hemaa will emfihatirally cnaorae the Muslim demand embodied in this rcsoliiiion. 
Peraonally I would go further than the demands emlmdied in it. 1 would like to 
eee the Imniah, North- Wcet Frontier Province, Biiulh and lUlnehiatan. amalga- 
molad Into a aingle State. Self-government within tiie British Empire, or wiUiont 
the Britlidi Empire, the formation of a eonaolidated North Weal India Mnalim 
Stelo appeare to mt to be tho final deatiny of the Mifllima et leeet of North 
Weel India.'’ 

!niia nmpoeal eieeBtially baeed on the PertUion of India into Hlada India 
aad Madim India, naturuly caoied ooneternation not ooly in the iinke of tho 
Oongiem bal aleo In tha laaki of the leedcra of the Mnalim lieagne. The firal 
UtAm en the Mnalim aide to diewdate hlmaeif from It waa no other than the 
i^dd*i*Aaam. for he heir given hie wlidle life to the ideal of a free United Indie 
and had labouiad bara to achieve this consummation. He felt that bla whole 
of CiHiog the fdicie of a United in^ would be ebatteied to pieeci end he 
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*«**5fK*7 ••“‘ no •upport to ihit proimtol. Otiien alM of the nmo Mhool of 
thonght. ineludug mjMif, if you will ranlon ibU iiorMnol rtfereneo (I how 
rcMOM fo» mokiBg thia penoual refcKnce «hi^ 1 will toaeloae lator)— who tad 
beea broiwlit up ud DurtuTcd in Ihe Iradiliona of a United India, the common 
j Miwllnii, imt Uieiutdret hi Um orMHwiiioii to l)r. 

air Mohtnmad Iqbal s profiotal of partition. Wc laboured hard to keep the 
PertiUon of India at a dittajice, and with the eiithiie&Mm of ennadera would not 
!S^. public come near iL We continued to Kabwr el tbie id^ of n 

United India for ten loni; yean. Wbai. aa a reaalt of the delibentiona 

of the Round TaWe Conference the conception of a Federation of 

In^ both Indian India and Briitah India, waa pot forward by 

firitiah aUtrameu, and ^ waa euthiiaiatically reccivetl and aiipported by 
Oontj^reea opinion, we, eubjoct to certain modificationa, aiprceil to it. Federation 
poatolatca and ie baaed on the Uiiiiy of India. Here, in lalrneM of the Inte Ur. 
Sir Mohammad Iqbal. 1 ronet say tiiat even he in that very addreea in which he 
waa ptiUins forward "the formation of a coiiaolidated North Weet Indian Miialim 
State*’ na the '^liiial destiny of the Mtiaialmana at IcaMt of North West India,** 
accepted the acheroe of Federation, subject to the modiftiaiiona which the Mnalim 
Leapne leaden were preaaiiiK, namely : (1) that the rraiilnary fiowera must lie left 
to the aclf-poverntn}; Biatea, (k!) that the Central Kialeral t5tate ahould cieieise 
only thoae poweri which were cxnreaaly veaied in it by Use free conaent of federal 
Bratca, (3) that Federation ahoiiln br confined to the Htatea or Provincca of liritiah* 
India, and finally (t> that ibe repieaeiitatton of the MiialimN in the Central liCKia* 
latnre sbonld be ^ler cent., ext luaive of the share allotted to the Muilim Statea* 
onlerinK the Federation. 

DnEAM OF UtVITED Iwt>tA Shaitfubd 


True to its lioal of a United India, the AU-India Mnalim Lca(cue Ui OcloberB 
1937, at ita aeaaiou at Lucknow. chaiiKed ila couaiitutioii and adopted aa its i;oai 
**t^ Mlabliahmeiit in India of lull iiidc|iendeiiee in the form of a federation of 
fiea and democratic iStaaii in which the rhflHa and iiiteriwta of the Muslima and 
Other minorities aie adequately and cficcUTcly aafegnarded in tlio conatitntioa.** 
Thia continued to he the conatitiitiuii of tfie AIMudia Mtialim League until H 
was ehaiiKed aKtiu into !*akialan at Madras iu April, 1941. Iw accordaiuw with Urn 
leaolution imaii^ on ii3kd- March, JiMit in the Historic i^caaMci at lobore. 1 mimt 
ben read out to yon iha words of ihia memorabie and epoch-makiiiB resolution 
mored by Mr, Fazlul Haq, the l*rcmier of Ikiitcal and noauimonaly adopted In 
the open aeaaioo of the Lcaan^'* 

^*11110 Seaaioii of the All-India Muslim I^rnicue emphatieally reiterates that 
Uie achema of Kederatiou embodied in the fiovrriimrut of India Act, 1935, la totally 
nnauited to and luiwoskablc in the loculiar couditioaa of thia country and m 
altOKethar nnacceptable to Mualim India.'* 

"Kaaolved lliat it ia the ronstdered view of this aeaaion of the AH-fndia 
Mnalinr LesKue that no conatitutional plan would be workable in thia country or 
acceptable to the Muslima unless it ia designed on tha followinit baaie pfitM*iplos. 
via. that geographically contiguous naita arc demsrralcd iitto rrgiona which should 
bo eewatitBlcd with such territorial rcadjoBtineata aa may be uecfasary that the 
Mcnn In which the Mualiros arc numerically hi a majority as In the North 
WaaCorn and Eastern ^lea of IiNfia should be graw|»tcd to eonatUnle ''Independent 
Stataa^ iu which the ConsUtiicot llniis shall lie a»lon<nnooa and aovareiga. 

«rniai ndequate, effective and mandatory anieguardf aliotild lie apeefflcnlly 
nmided in the conailtulion for mlnoritice in the oniu and la tha rraione for the 
■cotection ol their religions, cultural, ceonomte, politieal, administruliTe and other 
h^to end interceU la coaaoltetion with them, and In other |ierte of Indie where 
the Mueaelmane an in a miootitj. adcqaalo nflTaeave and mandatory aateiinnle 
•hall be spcetfically providoil in the eonaaintiow for ^cm and other miiioritiei lor 
the prolaction of their rdigione, cnitnial. ceonomic, jiolltkal, adminlatrativc and 
other ricbee end intercate ia eonanltotion mHh ^ ^ m 

**raa aaaaMon further enthoriees the Working ConamlUee to frame a eebciM 
of eonaUtotion ia aeeordanee with Uieae ba^ priaeiplea. pn^ng te the 
MnmptkM finally by the leapeetive icglona of all powen eiteh at defenep, eiderail 

aftlia. coosmnnlcatiooi, cuaCome sad tuck ottier ****}. ho, necejaeq # 

You will ioa that by this Bcaolatkm Urn AILIndia Muslim 
lor oter the Faderethm Scheme eaviei^ In the of Mia Am. 

1386 ^ and adofded I’akiataii ae the goal M ita fataio p ol iS eai aetfrlty. 



228 THE LYALLPUn PAKISTAN CONFEPENCE ( LYAixPtm- 

tkifi Pakistun llinf thr Lrnvne viznoli/r-s if. fvrn thnn the Pakistan 

that the late i>r. Hir MoliAmmatl Iqbnl fcntuird. Dr. Hir Mahammad Iqbal 
featured a Pakislaii coiiHistin^ of Sindh, jbtluvioft:iii. F. Province and the 

Punjab nmaliramatcd into a Hiit)|>lc State. The Paki»^tnn fonturrd in the lAhore 
reBolution of the All’liiclia MtiKlini i^npiic ronniKis not only ot one amnh'..ainAtfd 
State oil the North West of India but it also ai'enkf of anothiT surh indereiident 
State on the Eaalcrn /one of India, namely E.'isitrn Ifen^ial and AsMtiii where a 
clear Blualim majority bloc existM. 

Why Did League LEAnmts CiiAXt.r. 

The question nriscs, why did the All-lndiu jMiissiim Len^ne whu-b from its 
foundation ri);ht upto P..K>7 had li<en idocinii before the .MiiKiini.s of 'India tlic K>.oid of 
a free and indc|)etident United India, with Hindns anil Bliihlinis an eoinmon eitizi^uH 
of the Stale, the joint eiiatodianH of the honour and iniei.iity of tbi.s vast rotinliy, 
ahould have turned an al)solnlely new leaf in its liistory and hlioidd Ituve ndoptrd 
the very sciicnic of Partition a'iiialiy |>ut forward !>> l>i. .<ir Mol.uiuinnd Iqbal in 
1230, which at the liiiie it was put, the Lra^'iie Lcudna o|>; osid and (‘iMidentncd as 
**aouiidiiiK the death knell of nil that was noble and Iasi in;; in modern l olitieal 
activity in India*' and which the liCa^uc eoutinnul to o; until llKfT. I 

proiHMo to answer this qiicstioi:, as shallow iniiidH, not at nil at <|iininird with the 
evolution of ideas and how they penetrate and the chaii;:eH iHtried in public 
opinion under the stress of abiiormal and dceidy moving situations. hn\c 1i;:hily 
ftUrthitted this isieat t^aycholo;;ieul ehiiii):;c in the ideals of the Icaiti rs of the Mnsliin 
Loa|*uo to such parochial and absurd eonsideratiouB as ineonsisiriK y. Due says 
that the leaders of the Iica;;iie are mere ehtuiu icinis ; another says that their 
attitude in 1030 showed a better and saner mhid and that wluit they are preacliinvr 
to<^v is just the opposite of what they were preaching ten years aV'O. 1 believe, 
fhia kind of criticism rails for nti Answer and 1 ^ive it. 

True, that ten years aj.^o, we of Uic Blusliin i^nt;ue were wedded to the ideal 
of a UiiiM India and that we bad hdiouccd throuKbout for t•rescrvi^^ the inte«Mity 
and iiiviolabilitj of India. W hy have we ehnntrcd 1 \Vc h.ive rhau^rd. let ouV 
critics hear in mind, because our experieuec of the UonfiircsH t n^eiinuriris in the 
seven Coutcreai j;ovcriicd J'rovmecs from July 11V(7 to ttetoher when they 
were io jiower, shattered all our eoniidenee in the e;oo(l faith of our Hindu county, 
men. rue Ueltvcranee Day thnt we celebrated on t^.'iid Dccemiter lOllU marked 
our final rupture with Hindu Itulin and rcki;alcil ns bnek to the position of those 
who bad always preached thiit llinduisiu and IkIuiu were two Hepnrnte cultures, 
Ihai Hiodos and Muslims were two retwraic nutions nod that the coideseencc of 
ilie two was an impossibility. We trusted you, uccordiii;^ to our rood iiatiires, as 
Car aa it waa poasibic for human tuilorc to ilo fo ; we d^rc^iardi d tiie repestrd 
wariitntn we have had in the ]'nst ; jh:rr the o]>puhi:ioii to the ^lant of l?rforms to 
(die N.-W. F« Proviiiec, the ot>t)osiliou to the neation uf Hindh amV llalucbistan ns 
aeptimte proviiicea, the controversy over the loti^.int: of HrKiduajy U>wer8 and finally 
tlM op)>OBitioii to the prnnt uf Blusltm tunjiuilios in the Prnunl nnd Punjab 
Legialaturei. But we coutiniied to cherish the dtcuin uf a Uuitid India, refiMini' 
to believe what eeems to have luxti onlainnl hy an nnaltiwahle iVstiny, namely, 
that the Dream was one etnnnalin}: from the ibite 4d hory. It was only alter 
thooe terrible ei|)cricnees of July 11C17 to Oc(t»hi r 11^3'.) with the ajHvstle m l^on- 
Violence presiding over nnd anapicicatin}; tlic lunertJiwcniH whieli had comiqnted 
those unnameahle atroidties with his hh>:sin}:a, tlmt we wii'f i nmpelicd to bid good- 
bye to all onr cherished 4in|)es nnd lirlicfs. to forswear oar | asi ctaivictiuus aud to 
come down to Mothw Earth to rralisr tiie vi.iin simplfk traih. realisnl earlier by 
the late Lalff Lajpat lUi and others on the opi'oslie siifc ilmi the Hindu is Hindu 
and tlie Mtialim is Blualim aud never the twain shall meet. If aiiyliady ia resfioii* 
alble for this twyeholoisienl Iransforaiation, it is not tite Mualiiu lAadcm : it it the 
Congfisa Hindu BleutalUy. 

CilAlttiK or iMfpNSIfirKKCY Itl-VITTKI* 

There ia alatronc oilier explaimtioii of Ihia m'oliitioiiarr trausfoiniation in Uie 
ideology of Muslim ktdera which sonic of onr critics, twiticniarly Uic learned Kilitor 
of the rriOnse, aiis unable io ritilrrslotMl. llii'y cite our previous attachment ami 
devotion to the goal of a United India ami onr prrseftt allrgianct' to tiie Dratiny of 
Fskialan aa aignal and palpable iiislaiiifs of | otitiiid incoiisistcticy. In iiolitks. 
conaialBncy has always been repanlcd aa tlie virtue of fools, or to use the wonla of 
a famottt writer, aa the lioli)!obliii of sntall mimls. Who docs not know that that 



—20 JULY *41 ] THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS W 

grand old Man of Victor inn Era, Mr. Uladnlone, bis rarliamentan eamr 

!! * i-onservative and ended as a notable Whig liberal leader. It araa I bdiatia 
Mr. Edmund Rurkc. that great orator and statesiiiiin, who in a moment of gianl 
illumination said tbni cliorc is no such thing as principle in ]M>liUc8 but that it it 
circumstances which impnrt to every imncipic its true colour and diacnminating 
effect. Hut this matter apart, Uie change in our nleologv from prior to 19il7 to that 
after 1937 is susceptible of a very easy explaitation and w perfei tly justifiable in the 
eyes of political philosophy. To sav tiuit Uiis change is without moral jiiatificatioii, 
b^ause |»revjously we held different opinions, and must lie attnbuted to a 
dishonest drift in our opinions, is a mistake. It is nut tliat wc l>rgan to worahtn a 
new destiny ail of a sudden and for the Arst time. The course of Indian poliueal 
history from the foiindatioti of tlic Congress in ISb.*) right up to the year 1937 
shows that the Muslims and the Hindus have continued as two seiuitHic'atreama. 
running parallel to each other :iiid never mixing. .^epnrnUf cUh toratea, fixation oi 
repieseiitation not only in tiic local bodii^ and legislatures but alto in the publift 
services and a host of other dciimiids crysUillised in the fuinouM fourteen ] oiiita of 
Mr. Jinnah and linully the c oiisciousiicss that wc arc a iH'opIc millions strong 
with a common faith, a coniinon outlook and with a concept ol (‘qunl brotherhood 
seldom attained in Uic history of litimnn cixiiiudion by aiiy other huiunn grou|»— aw 
not all thc'sc factors nnd iiiMiionccs the foniidation mkI inspiration of Uiat vew 
rukistan that wc demand to*<la\ as Uie culiiiiimtion of onr t><>liucal life 7 And W 
tlieiT. in truth any incoiisistciicy in these dt'ituunis ami oitr present claim of 
Tukistan ? As one views the uiiloMiiicnt oi .Muslim ))oliticul dl'urt, Pakistan 
api>earH the ap|»ropriatc < ulmination tiiercol. No oiii> iice<l tliereloic accuse MiisUm 
leadep of inconsistciu y, when, after dreaming of :i Kh‘c I'nited India, which they 
find ini]>0SKil>lc of a«-liicvcniiMit. they turn to the ac!iie\ciiicnt ot another l>esiiny in 
perfect keeping witli their i>ast t:oliticnl desires. Ihe • hai^.e of iiutuisisiciuy IcvmIscI 
at us by our foes is devoid of all |•oint ami Hiii»si»n< e. Iiidmt, as f)r. H. K. 
Aml)e<lkar xvliose thought'provuking and eiiligbtening work, “'rinwigiils on Pakistan** 
I will <‘omineii<l to all votaries oi this .New liestiiiv, remarks : >o iibvious is the 
destiny Utut it is sonicxvliut surprising that the Mttslims Hliouid have taken so long 
to own it tin. 'J'hure is cvidcju e that some of t)u m knew tliis to be tlic ultimate 
destiny of tlic Muslims as ea:l> as IM'Ih. ln JV'Jl Mr. Mohainmnd .Mi st^^’^^kiiig on 
the resolutioM on the extcnsh»u ot the Montague * ’hclmsloid llcfotms to the N. W. 
F. Province wlih'h was luovctl in tin N'ssiou of die Muslim league held in lloiiibny 
in that year is said to baxc suggt'sied Uiat the .^ialiominedans of tlie Frontier 
^ovince should have the right of sclt*determinuiiuii to • boom' Ik*iwc*cu an attiliaticni 
with India or with Kabul, lie also quolitl a cciinin Knglisliinun who had oaid 
tliat if a straight line i>c ilrawii trom t'oiistaiitiiiopic to Delhi, it will diicluse a 
Mohammcdfiii corridor riuhi up to .'-^almrant'i i . 

“Nothing seems to have been said or done by the Muslims alioiit this sr'hfinc 
between IPlM and IIU*. The Muslims iipiear to hiix*; buried ii and condiicUtl 
lovgotmtions with the Hindus tor y:uffi:uaoU aa distiirgnisliiil liom iiartition, on 
the basis of the traditional one- uuitou tV.eovy. I’ul in IPilit when the: Uouiid Tabic 
C'onferencc wa.s going on, eeriain Musliius li*.d lot nod thenisehiH into ti ('ommittcu 
with headquuiers in l.ondon tor tlic piiii osc ol gelling the IC. T. 0. to entertain 
the project of Pi!kj.«taii. Lmilcts ard un ulars were ir^su«l by die Committee and 
sent round to meiubcrs of the K. T. C . in snpfort ol Pakislan. Even then nobody 
took any interest in it, nnd oven the Musi'in members oi the It. T. C. dul not 
eountcnance it in any way. If optosidoii to one coiniiioii t'entral ({overiimeut be 
taken as a principal feature of the Sf lieinc of l‘akt^tnll tlien tlic otily member of the 
H. T. C. who may Ik* said to haxc hUpioitHl it witbout niciittoiiiiig it by Uie name 
was ir?ir Mnhommad Inbid who exj*r(‘Sh<Hl the view nt Uic third Hessioii of Uie U. T. 
C. that there should be no Central rioverniiicnt for India and that Uic proviiii<es 
should be autonomous and indcicndcnt dominioiiK in direit rclationshtp to the 
Secretary of State in London.” .... - * . * 

*Tbere is another expluiiaiion of this delay in putting forth the scheme of 
Pakistan. It is far more ]HH«Kil»lr that the Muslim leaders did not until vm 
recently know the philosophienl jiistilicaiion for Pakistan. After all, Pakistan to 
no smsll move on the Imlimi political chess Injard. It is the biggest move ever 
taken for it involves the disruption of ihc f^iaic. Any Mobtmmaden. if be bad 
ventured to come fora aril to advc?* sie it, was sure to have Iwin asked what moral 
and philosophical jiistifitalioii he lisd in siipjwi of so violent a project. Tbe reason 
why they bad not so far dif^covered wimt the pliifoso|»hica] jiMfificaiion for 
Pakistan is is oicallv utidcrstaiidablu 'ibi. Muslim leaders were, therefore, 
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■patkiiiff of the MoimIiimiii of Indio no o oominanitY or « mi riij. JStigj .nerer 
•polM of tlie Mnilimt oe o notion. Tbe diitlnelion between o mnumlH end o 
notion If Tothcr thin ond even if it le 4>tberwiee it ie not to etfil . : 1 du com. 
Every Stole le moie or leee o compoeite 8lote ond there lo. meet of them, o 
gieot dhrerolty of populotione, of varying longnngee. religione eodce ond eociol 
trodMone, fonning o eoiigeriee of leoeely oeeecioM groupi, Ifo Stole ie ever o 
eingle ooeiety, on tncliiidve ond i^rmeeUng body of thonght «s * ocHon. Such 
being .Uie oeee, ji My mietokeaty ooH Heell o community when it hoe 

In It Urn dtaiente of being o notion. SeMidly, en hoe been poiiiM oiu eorlier, o 
peofde mof not be p eeeMe d of o uotkmol ooneoioueneee oltnongh in m'ozy eeoee of 
the term 4hey on o nodon.** 

Agoln, to onolhor •plooe» thie leoriied ond impoxtiol writer eppe i— 

**Be thot oe it moy, the foot remoioe foot the Mnelime hove undergone o 
eomplete troneformotion nnd thot the troneformotioo ie brought obowt not ony 
oriminol IndneeoMnt but by the diecomy of whot ie their troe ond nliirome 
dmtiny. Tn oome thle enddenneee of the tronefornmtion mey give o ehock. But 
tboee who hene wfendlad the eoinree of Uindu-Moeleoi politice for the leet twenty 
yeere enunOt but admit to o feeling thot thie tniiefonnotion, ihio pestang of the 
two. wee OH the oof. For the eouree of Uindn Mnriim imlilice bM been morked 
by n tragie end oeeinoue porolleliem. The Hiodiw ond Moelemo hove iroddeo 
porellel polhe. Ko doubt they wait in the tome dheetion. But they na'«r 
trevelied theeomt reed. In 1885 the Uindue otertcd the Gongreee to rindieote 
the nolitiael rkhte of Indiono oe egeiiiet the Britiefa. Hie Moeleme relneed to be 
lured by the Uindui in the Cougreee poeing lor ond epeeking in the anme of o14 
Indiina. Between 1885 to 1906 the Maelimo kept out of tnio etreem of Hindu 
pdiUee. In 1906 they felt the iieeeeeity for the Mnelim commnnity taking port 
in poUUeol oetivity Even Uien they dug their own oeporote cbonnei for the flow 
of Mnelim pollaDal life. The Aow woo to be controlled liy n eepamie ^tirol 
orgenicotion enlled die Mttolim Laprue. Ever eiuce the formotion oi the MuoHm 
Leegne the weten of Mndllm polititw hove flown in thU neperote ‘ohonncL The 
Congrees ond the League hove lived oi>ort ond hove workal oimrt. Their aimi ood 
obiecti hove not niwoye beeu the eome. 'J*ltey hare even avoided holding their 
annual eewilono at one end Uie eome place, lest the shadow of one ohouid fall 
upon the other. It ie not tliot the U^ogiic and tlic Congrees hove not met. The 
two hove met but only for negotiations, a few tinies witli suveess ond moot times 
without success, limy met in 1915 at I^icktiow ond their efforts were crowned 
with success. In lFi5 they met hut wiUiont success. Iti I9l'8 o sa^tion of the 
Muslims were iirepoved to meet tlie Congress. Another scctioti refused to meet. 
It rather preferred to deiiend iiixin the British. The |)oiiit it they hove met but 
hove never merged. Only during ilic KhiUifnt agitotion did the wotas of the too 
ehonnele Iceve their opixiinled oonrses and (tow os one stream in one ehoiincl. It 
woe believed that nothing would separate the waters which Ood was ideased to 
Join, Uiot ho|ie woo lielicd. It was found that there was someUting in the 
composition of ilie two waters wliicli would compel their setmrotloii. Within a 
few yean of their <*ONfl«enee but os soon os the wibstonce of the Kliilofst cause 
vaabhed, the water from the one otreani reacted violently to the prcsaice of the 
other, 00 one doee to a forago eubstonre entering <»iie’s body. Esch hegan to show 
a taidency to throw out and aeiiarato from the oilier. The result was that when 
the watera did oeparate they did with such impsUetit velocity and determined 
videneo— if one can use anch language in s}ieaking of water— against aich other 
thereafter they ha^ lieen flowing in channels far deeiwr and far more distant 
from ai^ other than those exktiag liefore. Indeed the velociiy and violence with 
which the two waters have burat out from the pool in which they had temporarily 
gathered have idtered the direction in which they were flowing. At one time their 
aireoiion was paratld. Now they are o|i|^tc. One is flowing towanls the awt 
aa before. The other has started to flow in the opposite directioa towards Uie west. 
Apart from any possihle oliiection to the particular figure of apeech, 1 am sure, 
it oannoi be caid that ihia la a wrong reading of the history of 
Hlndu-Muslim polilios. If one bears Ibis parallcllsro in mind he will know that 
there ia notbiug andden about the trauaformatioii. For if the transformation is a 
revolution, the parallclinn in Hinda«Maidlm politics marks the evolution of that 
levoluUon. That Mnelim polilict should have run n parallel course aad ehoold 
never have merged ia the Hindu current of polUica ie a strange fact of modem 
Indiim History. In so aegngaUng ihemsdvee the Muslime were inffueneed by 
aoM mytlerioiH JeeUng tha aouiee of which thpy could not defiai; and guided by 



mJg) JULY *41 ] THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS W 

1 UddMi kMd wkkk thej eooM sol m boi wbleh wm til Um naM dlnetlttK 
Smb to kaep oport foMi Hinduo. Thio mvaterioua fceUno and ihia hlddoo had 
waa BO olM tiiaa Ifaeir pia-appoiataii deaiiny, aynibolta^ by Pukiataa. whieh, 
nakaowii to fhaB waa working within thas. Thni viewed, than ia nothing now 
or nothing auddan in the idea of Pakiatan. The only thing that hat happened 
ie that, what waa indiatinel appean now in full glow. au4 what waa iiamdeaa hae 
taken a name.” 

Iheaa qnotationa froaa the pen of a diapaaalouate and philoaophioally minded 
third parte ehonld open the eyea of our eritiea to the realittea of the aituation 
and ehonld panae before they repeat parrot-llke the childiah eriticlam that 

IfnduB leaden are guilty of incooaiatenciea and have gone back on their 
nationaliat profeaaiona of the pant. 

OniBonovB TO PAKierAV Apswbrrd 

I will now panee to eonaider aome of the objoetione that have been hurled 
agalnet thia aeheme. There ia In the firat place the criilcitm of Blahatma OandhI 
that Pakiatan amonnta to a viviaeotioii of Mother India. It ia really diflioult to 
nndentand thia ^ritual eriticiam of a aaint of non-violence. Inapile of Pakiatan, 
Mother India will remain and not diaappear. It ia not that any part of Indian 
territory will be anatched awav to aome other place. Even now, there are the 
diviaiona of India. We have provincea which have very little in common linguiatie- 
ally, poUtically, eoeially and eulturaily. Pakiatan will iw tlie name for a rombination 
of aome of the pminoea of India, ne Congreaa baa often advocated the demarca- 
tion of boundariea of Indian provincee according to lingniatio and other efflnilioe. 
If that ie not viviaeetion of Mother India, how ia Pakiatan a viviaeclton. 

POIJTIGAL UniTY KHDANODIRD 

Allied to thia it the objection that Pakistan will end the |x>liiical nniiy of 
India Thia critieiam haa largley come from the Kiiglieh riilera of India. Von 
wiU remember the following worda of 8ir Hugh t> *Neil, Parliamantary Under 
Sneretary of State for India, uttered in the Hotme of Commona : ^^'rbe propoeal to 
divide India Into regions, would ahatter the whole conception of Indien unity, 
ipadnnllf nod leborioualy built up by the Briiiali ayatem over a long period of 
^eere.” To Che eame raect were the worda of Mr. Amary when in advoeaiing tlia 
ategnn *Iodia Firat*’ he anoke of preaerving unimpaired the eeaentlal unity of India. 
Now what ie thie tiolitical unity that ia being to booated 7 It ie aimply that 
aiti6eial unity which the Britirii by the force of thmr arme have impoeed upon 
India, namely a Central Government having the control of the entire conntry. 
Britieh etatcemen are never tired of repeating that they would any day confer 
domtnioB etntue even of the Statute of WeairointCer variety, if Hitidna and Miialims 
could agree together on a conetitutional plan. And they know that ihia agreement 
ia imoomible ns whatever Reforms have been granted in the luiat, have been granted 
not oeeaoee Hindoe and Muslima were united on them hut becaiiae England ehoee 
in her pelitieel wiadom to grant them Britieh rule, although it has undoubtedly 
imposed a political unity on India in the aenae of India being subject to one 
Govemmcat, has never been able to make of India a united nation. Engllali 
Rulers themselvee recognise that if England were to withdraw from India to^y. 
IbUr would become a prey to Internecine ntrlfe end relapse into that *TawalfQ( 
Malookne** (anarchy) which fell upon her after the dissolution of the Moghul 
Empire. The preeeiit political unity can thus endure so long as the Britieh or 
tome third party is there to keep the Hindus and Mntlima in cliaina, so that they 
may not spring upon each other, lliere ia, therefore, nothing in thia artiftclal 
political unity to serve as a ramfiart to the rnnae of Indian Freedom. It certainly 
eerves the Engliahman*e interest and that is why he insists on it so mnch, but it 
cannot aerve the two peoples concerned, Cor they cannot achieve aelf-fipreasion 
and eelf-datermination otherwise. As baa lieen said veiy rwrtinently, the present 
politicel unity only serves to lock two warring nations in Uie bosom of one country 
and one conatiUitlon, and the sooner this artifirial nnity Is •dissolved and the two 
diiereni groups aUrted on their separate careen of edf-determinaiion, the better 
for both. The price apeeted of ue for thie inditical unity ie much loo high sod 
eertninly not worth the result. 

Dhov Brbijtd Paki8tak-Tybeavy Ovm Otbom 

Amdn. it ie enid thnI the object of Paldstnn is really to obtain a Icrvitovy 
when iSmmmiim may be w n poeiikm to freely **tymoiie over tbo fiiadse or 
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gito toiMBM over Uwiik’* There eonid be eo Meeker felediaod than tl^ aod I 
eit ^17 letr; that there ihonld be people ie thie eonnirj who are eaeaUa ef 
niterinR tiich » foul uod wicked aceoMibon. In fact. 1 find that in the TrSuas mt 
fith July IMl. the following quition haa been U* to ine in Sie wu«a 
leading article ^ 

“Will Malik Barkat Ali e^lain for dur benefit with what object except that 
of exerciaing uncotrolled domination ofcr the ngn Muslim minorities in th& so- 
calW majmity proTincee are the Muslim lAeaguera trying to conrert those provin- 
ces into independent and sovereign Muslim SUtes.” 

I will gladly stt^pt to answer this question. We Mussalmans are askine 
for Palri^n as through Pakistan we will have an opportunity for self-expression 
and self-determination. Belf-expressioo and self-determination are accepted Mlitical 
ideals and the birth right of every people who can be called a nation. We are 
a PMple of 80 million strong and as goad luck will have it, nearly 60 millions of us 
are living together in contiguous territories and are not interspersed. We are sociallv 
a unity and not cut up into different layers. We are knit together by the ties of a 
common faith which is not merely a religion to us but a cultural source and 
treasure. It is not merely the community of commercial or economic interesto 
alone that binds us. Such a community can disrupt when interests conflict We 
are further held together by a much more powerful bond, the bond of sentiment 
which in the words of Ren nan is **at once a body and soul.’* A Zoolverin accor- 
ding to him. is not a fatherland. As that great student of History, James ' Brvee 
says : ' ’ 

**The permanence of an institution depends not merely on the msterial interests 
tbit support it. but on its eonformitv to the deep rooted sentiment of the men for 
whom it hse been made. When it draws to itself and provides a fitting expression 
for that sentiment, the sentiment becomes thereby not only more vocal but actuailv 
stronger and in its torn imparts s fuller vitality to the institution.** ' 

As we Musealmsns are a people conacioua of a spiritual and social unity we 
desire to see such unity expressed and realiaed under a single Government. Now 
is such a desire a crime and does it mean any tyrrany or domination over others ? 
We give to our Hindu countrymen the same Destiny. We give them gladly the 
opportunitv for self-expression snd self-determination in that part of India fths 
which shall be Hindu India The charge that Muslims are animated by a dMire to 
tyrranise over or obtain unjust domination over others is false in the extreme snd 
is belied by the traditions of Muslim History. I assure my Hindu frie^ that we 
Pakistsnees, if ever that consummation it achieved, sball treat them aa our brothers 
and sisters, that their pro|)erties shall be as setMire and sacrosanct as onr proiierties 
snd that their happiness and content shall be our constant aim and deaire. 


Lbter for Political Bargaining 

It it also said that Pakistan is a bargaining manoeveur put across the counter 
with the object of getting further commmisl gains, or as the *€ivil and Military 
Qiiette’ aaya in its leader of 8th July, 1041 **a lever for political bargaining.** 
The Qeid-i-Asam hat so often repudiated ihii charge that I am surprised at the 
pereistency with which it continues to be reiieated. What are tb^ eommnnal 
geine which the other imrtj can agree to give to us ? Aud if there are none 
each, it follows that this accusation is equally devoid of the truth. 

^ Which Pakistan ? 

I will notice one other criticism that haa been advanced by some Muslim 
friends. They ask Muslim audiences as to what they understand by Pakiatan. 
They tell them that there ie one Pakistan formulated by the late Jamal-nd-Din 
Afghani, another by the lete Dr. Sir Mohammad Iqbal, another by Mr. Rehmat 
All and another by an Engliahraan, and then ask the queation : "which Pakiatan 
you mean or want.*' I understand that the Panjnb Premier actoally pat this 
very question to a gathering of Muslim atudeiiU which had gathered to hmr him 
on tha 5th of this month in this very town of Lyallpur. Sir Sikander repent^ 
this question in soother piece and he got hia anewer. I should have thonght 
that that anawer waa enough to eilence lila doobtl, but since he has repeatedStot 
qneatlon pnbUoly, I ehould like on your bdialf to give him the necessan anewer. 
Let Sir Sikanoer know that Jamal-ud-Din Afghani was not the aninor of any 
aeheme for a Pakistan in India. He undpnbtcdly epread the I^io-Islemie idea 
with a view to save Turkey from the deeigne of the Christian Powera of Europe 
bni b^ond that Ic iormulaiM Lo co^i rcte propoaal for a Pakielan In India. 
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1 ?^ Iqbal undoubtadlj put forward in 1930 the oonttitnUoii of • 

North Wert Muahm Start conaiatiug of the Punjab, the Sindh, the N.-W. 

Frontier Province and Baluchiatan and he also expreeaed hia view at the tloiiitl 
aecaion of the l^und Table Conference that there ahould be no Oeiiiral Govern- 
jnent for India and that the provincea ahould be autonomoua and Independent 
Dom'iniona in direct relationahip to the Secretery of Satate in London. Mr. 
Rehnat Ali was a follower and ardent admirer of Dr. Sir Mohammad Jqbal and 
he elaborated bia plan of a North Weat Mtialim State by includingr in it the 
Kaahmir State. The Pakiatan plan of the Mualim 'L^ue ia enviaaged in the 

reeolution of All-ludia Mualim League paaaed at Lahore on 23rd March. 1941. 

Thia plan viaualixea or providea for two autonomoua Mualim Staica. one on the 
North Weat Zone and the other on the Eaatern Zone of India. No native State 
ia included in any of theae two Pakiatana It ahould be clear to anybody that 
the Pakiatan that the Mualima of India are after, ia the Pakiatan aa enviaaged 
in the League reeolution mentioned above. And if Sir Sikander wanta an anawer 
to hia poeera 1 can tell him that the only Pakiatan now before ua ia the liCague 
Pakistan aud that Pakiatan alone. 


Minority Question Still Remains 

There is one further objection advanced i^ainst our Pakistan Scheme which I 
shemid also like to discuss and answer. It is said that the problem of minorities for 
which Pakistan is otfered as a solution, will still remain, as the auUiors of the 
Pakistan protiosal do not contemplate any wholesale extdiaiige or shifting of 
|X>pulation8. There will be Muslims in Hindu India just as there will he Hindus 
111 Muslim India, and that the provision even of inuiulatory, ciriH'tive and adequate 
statutory safeguards for minorities will l>c no solution, ns vxhitfuithvsi the provision 
of adequate, eflective and mandatory statiitury safeuuards for the Muslims or other 
minorities in a scheme of sclf-iTOvcrnmcnt for n UihUhI India is not ac4*cptahlc to 
tile Muslims. Those who put forward tliis ohjtN’tioii fori^et in the first instance 
that the idea of Pakistan has not been cotuviviNl solely as a solution of this 
perrcnially recurring minority problem whitdi has been hatriiiig all atUuiipts as 
t‘On8titution>making for India. The inspiration and the luoiivaling iorre behind 
Pakistan is tlie burning consciousness uu«l the irrepressilile ilesirc that the .Muslim 
nation shall see its genius and its soul rciUsoeil in the glory of (iovernment. and 
all those institutions of social happinf*ss which arc a nait aiul parcel of the 
maeliincry of a durable and iastinir iJovernment. Have Indians not |H‘ace to-day 
under the British Crown ? Have they not Im'Cii eiijoNitig in tin- past a rule of law 
n|»ptuximating as nearly as is possible to ilic ruh' ut law obiatiiing in l-hn^hiiid ? 
And have they not the promise that soon afUM the war. Kn;:land will Ih* endowing 
India with all the apparatus of a Self-tJoverning Inimiiiion, giving Uj Indians ns 
muvh Freetlom as the Englishman enjoys in his own tcMintiy ? And yet do these 
doL-laratioiib and promises satisfy Pandit .lawaliai L;d Nehru or .Mahatma (diiidhi / 
Why not .* Irtcause iiispitc ol all these de« laratioii'i and piomises, and far beyond 
them something still remains in the iiiiit*rmo>t nn esses of their fmlitical 
cotisi-iousness which the English man can never uive and whi«-h if not attained, will 
leave the i«eu»c of their soul disturbwl and their happiiiesH mn oiisninmuU-d. Tliat 
bonicthiug is w'hat such undetinable expressions as self •deti:*rinifiat.ion and self- 
inanifestation connote. This i» the Muslim’s reply i*» those friends who would 



suppress this natural and inevitable urge for self- man tfesiation •and self-exprcMion. 
That is why the Muslims demand a complete release from Uie ^’Ontrol of any 
centre, no matter how aciiimic. It is of the w^iiee of I okisian that there almll 
W no centre, and that the Mu.lim Htat«.. whirh will be .arYe.1 out to aatirf^ ^ 
Muslims' natural urge and desire for self-maiiifesrtUon, shall be compjetelv free 
md wver^i*.. To My. therefore, that PaVi.U... .«« dejiRned a. a 

solution primarily of the minority question in India, is rttlly a miastotemcnt of 
the problem. Undoubtedly. Pakiatan will wUle the kwdk of this minority quMtion, 
leaving only a amall part behind, which perha]js will get itaelf automatically 

irtlved as sin aa the Hindus and Muslims are set in their bouM m 

The aenM.of "^K^bouriineM and the 
shoulder the reaponaibility of keemng India 

dominaiioD will act as powerful cbecka to reatrain both the Hindu and the Muslim 
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ffom molettiDC any of their Mutlim or Hinda eabjecti. And if Hindm or Mnilime 
still persist in eech other's persecution, natural laws will come into operation and 
put an Old to any such intolerabie state of affairs. No one need be afraid of wan 
between Hindu India and Muslim India, but if ever they come, they will certainly 
•et as powerful solvents of the poison which must have accumulated to make 
those wan possible. Have wan not taken place in Europe and has the possibili^ 
of war rende^ any the nearer the dream of a European Federation t 


S iwerfui states, Hindu India and MusUm India, to settle their differences, if ever 
ey arise, by Ihe process of diplomatic negotiation, and in the end, by the 
arbitrament of the sword, if all other methods of settling thcilisimte fail ? I can 
Quito see that Mahatma Gandhi with his doctrine of Non-violence and those who 
follow him will run away and refuse to be parties to such s|Xiculation. But 
remember, that Ae doctrine of non-violence is but a rule of the vegetable kingdom 
and has no place in the story of Nations. If nations reject and deride or offend 
against the moral law, there is a iienalty provided which must overtake them. The 
penalty may not come at once but rely upon it, tlic great Italian was not n \x)ei 
only but a Prophet when he said : 

“TTie Hword of Heaven is not in haste to smite 
Nor yet both linger." 

I rciMjat, therefore, that the objection to Pakistan tlint it leaves unsolveii the 
minority or’ Hindn-Muslim nuestiuu is based on a complete misunderstanding of 
the inspiration and the motive force behind Pakistan. We certainly do not 
contemplate any wholesale migrations of populations, but there is nothing to 
prevent those Hindus and Muslims who may not like to live under :Muslim or 
Hindu Government, to migrate to and settle under their own national (lovernraents. 
Perhaps as the result of cxi)erien<*e, this migration may become inevitable. Has not 
Enroiie resorted to wholesale migrations of the popuhitions to end the racial troubles 
which have so often afflicted her in the past and a disrecard of which Ictl to those 
iwroms and bloo<l-curdling but-c.heries that disfigure the pages of European history ? 
Let us take a lesson from Euroi>c and cease to iiululee in such frivolities when face 
to face with the master problem of seU-dcterniiiiatioii for tlic two big nations of 
India. 

Resolutions 


I. That this meeting of the Pakistan Conference held under the suspices 
of the Ey all pur Muslim Students’ Fcdaralion, hereby records its most uiishakeable 
and complete confidence in the leadership of the Qaid-i-Azam sml declares that 
if any political group or t^arly in India wants to secure the friendship of the 
Muslims of India, it must first deal with and negotiate with the f^iid-i-Azsm 
who alone is in a t) 08 ition to Bi)enk with authority and deliver the goods on 

behalf of Indian Muslims. * u n i .u 

J. That this meeting of the Pakistan Conference held under the auspices 

of the L vail pur Muslim Students’ Federation hcieiiy dissocialCB itself from the 
unfortunate sentiments to which S?iknndcr gave expression in his B|)eech at 

Eyallpur on the filh of July 1U41 and repudiates ns utterly untrue his definite 
and categoric statement that the Pakistan idea is motivated by a desire to tyrannise 
and secure domination over the Noii-Miisliin Minorities living in the Pakistan 
area. This Conference assures all Non-Muslims of the desire of the Pakistanees 
to live on terms of tMI fullest amity and brothcrlincss with their Non-Muslim 
neighbours and Ukes this opportunity of declaring that the only idea behind 
Pakistan is that of Self-Determination not only for the Muslim Nation of India, 
but also for the Hindu Nation, coupletl with the earnest desire that the country 
may achieve real freedom and a truly bonourablo place among the free and eelf- 
governing countriea of the world. „ , . ^ . ... ... « 

X That thie meeting of the Pakistan Conference held under the anspicet of 
the Muslim Students’ Federation deems its duty to impress upon the Eritieh 
Govern men t the real truth that if it is anxious to secure the full and whole-hearted 
support of the MusUm Nation as a body and not of a few individuals for its 
War Effort in that life and death atraggle in which it is at present engaged with 
the dark forces of Hitlerism, it must engender a spirit of confidence and trust 
In the mind of the QaidM Aaam aod give bin the Decenary anoraDce aboot the 



-at nnr< V. ] TBB LtiOKlIOW VAKOTAN OQlreKBSliOft. 

fntan of ttrHniia HatioR ■o'tliat'all dbabto ua MmieloM aor te 
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Not^ ninmns tbeir iwrwUfo OomoaaM Ir 
thar tree Mina aad tlw nndjiac apWt of thair bialotioal 
tndilioQa and thau etdtniai heritage. 


The Lucknow Pakistan Conference 

Pmidwitlal AMmt— LnelaMW~.SMh NetMiNr IMt 


The Tiew that Pakistan had existed in India for nearly twelfe oeniuriea and 
that the Muslim League was only seeking conaiitutional sanction for it in the 
future^ was expressed by Nawab 8ir £tAah Nawat Khan of Biamdot^ in the course of 
his presidential address at the Pakistan Conference held at Lucknow on the ttth. 

NoTemher 1941. 

The region lying to the west of the river Jumna, comprising the Punish, the 
North-West Frontier Province, Kashmir, 9ind and Baluchistan, he said, had for 
nearly twelve ceofnries, been, inhabited by the Muslims and as such was their 
National Home, or Pakistan. Even to-day, the Muslims constituted 80 per cent of 
the total population of the area and had no cultural or social affinities with the 
inhsbitante of Hindu India, t^ince the Mutiny, however, attempts bad been made to 
create an artificial unity culminating in the Government of India Act of 1935. 

'fhe speaker said that the Act. which was the first instalment of the so-called 
reaponaible government granted to India, conceded to the Muslims sepsrsts elsc- 
torstes, weightage in minority rrovinces and safeguards. Separate electorates were to 
continue for ten yesrs. after nbich they were to oe replscedf by joint elecloratee, if 
experience justified the change, 'i'hough separate electorates had, in a small meaaura, 
safeguarded the national and political life of the Muslims, the Hindus could not 
tolerate it, and were trying their utmost to put an end to the system. 

The Nawab of Mamdot ridiculed the concession of weightage and aaid that It 
had had the adverse effect of crippling the Muslim msiorities in the Punjab and 
Bengal without appreciably imt^roving the lot of the Muslim minorities. At regards 
stfeguarde it might be said that they had proved a dead letter in view of the 
refusal of the Governors in the Congress Provinces to interfere against tbs *atroci- 
tiee” of the Gongreta Governments. 

The bitter ex))eriencc of the working of the Act of 1935, said the Nawab, had 
forced the Mualime to seek an tfferttve remedy, ao that Uiey could lead an honour- 
able life without in any way encroaching upon the legitimate intereets of others. 

The Muelima, he concluded, wanted complete autonomy for all provinces, eo 
that Hindus and Muslims alike should enjoy freedom to direct the deetinies of 
their respective msjority provinces, but with statutory safeguards for ihs legitimate 
intereata of ^ minorities, who should not be left to the mercy of any individual 
or connauiiity. 


Nawabaada Lla^t All Khaa's Plaa 


iDauguratiog the conference, Nawabsada Lia^at AU Arban,^OeDeral Becialary 
of Um All-India Muslim l.«ague. i 


« — in the unavoidable absence of Mr. M. A. JiiMii^, 

biiilod PakiitaD as the Muslim Charter of Iiidependeooe sud appealed to the Muelime 
to rally under the bauoer of the Bluelim League nnd s^d by iMr drasnd. The 
cry for Pakietan, h^ said, had reached beyond the frontier of India, todeid all 
cornera of the world : it meant that the Mualima. in lodia ahonld break tbe bonthi 
of alavery and essme a free people In the new world. 

The Nawabsaifii referred to 

a wd otlieie and assrrttd that even . — — 

nmm tke MwIUm from thrir iwtb. Mr. JT. Jf. MmmM he etetod, bMi abndoR^ 
hie Mth ia R0o-riol«oee which he bed edrpceled ler l»eo» lb. MrrM 

bed etelad that iRdie hwl elweye bev • united whole ; the <m ll too ^ iRdto 
bed • iwliliRrn of unity wee under MoKhnl rule and BtUU rule md both 
uehiand it hr iotea. Boor ufl^ the FtkietaR leaolaiiaR hnd,beiR n ewe d «t lohoru^ 
SeMraita* i(ont (»rMT. OMdU bad etoted t hi^dlty thoaoead, MRaliM 


opie III HIV iivw wwriu. 

to the ridieuie horled at Pnkietao by OaoKiueiiuen 
m thraeta of bloodebed eud bsm mmaeta would not 


at Uhan eouM aot afteUniy npnMBt 


emeoel MmUmIb 
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cliallcoged Mr. Otodbi to find out ooy method by which It ooold be 
- whether the meiority of Maelime were behind it : he ndded thet 
Ornidhi ehould wieo be piepeied to join hands with the Mnslims in seenr- 
their demand for Pakistan it it were found that the majority of Muaiime were 
it. 



The cry had been raised that by diriding India her condition would be reduced 
to that of present day Europe, a prey to power politics. The Muslims had no 
other way but to bare separate cones, he concluded. He would tell the Hindu 
leaders that if they thought they could frighten the Muslims, it wu absurd ; he 
would urge them to think over and see for themselres how just and equitable 
were their demands. 


Resolutieas— Lneknow->lst Dseember mi 

A resolution reiterating the demand for Pakistan and ezpieasing readiness to 
eacrifiee ererything to acniere it was adopted at the Conference, which concluded 
Its session on the Ist December. 

Qa*i Muhammad ha of Baluchistan, moving the resolution, said that Pakistan 
was the best cure for the communal malady. The Muslims would not have been 
afraid of the Hindus if a decision were to be taken by the sword and not by mere 
oounting of bands. Pakistan did not mean that there would be war with Hindu 
. India* There would be mutual treaties and treaties were better than safeguards. 

Mr. Karimur Rata Khan» M. L. A., said it was impossible for Muslims to 
live honourably except under Pakistan. The sooner Hindus realised it the better. 
Muslims were determined to have Pakistan and would brook no opposition. 

Mr. Atit Ahmed Kharit M. L. a., said office acceptance had turned Congress- 
men's heads. Instead of t^ing * to govern impartially, they took every possible 
advantage of their position and trampled upon the just rights of Muslims. 

Maulana Batrai iiohani said he wanted to know whether the two-centre 
Idea of the present Pakistan scheme meant the domination of the Pakistan centre 
by the British Parliament. He would never accept such a scheme. He would 
only accept the Pakistan scheme if the idea was that of a free Paksitan, in a 
free India. He believed in '^complete independence** and for the very reason he had 
lift the Congress fold. 


The All India Hindu Mahasabha 

Working Comm.— Resolutions— Now Delhi— 11th ft 12th October 1241 

Ban on Bhagalpua Hindu Mahasabha 


The 5th meeting of the Committee wns held at New Delhi on the 11th ft 12th 
October. The following reaolutioiis were passed 

“This Meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha 
reeorda ita emphatic protest sgainst the action of the Government of Bihar in 
imptfsing an unjust ana illegal ban under the Defence of India Act and Rnfies on 
the lOrthcoming Bession of the All-India Hindu Mabaaobha which was announced 
In April -last to be hdd during the ensuing X’maa vacation at Bhagaipur. (Bibarf) 

This Working Committee ii of opinion that such unwarranted restrictions 
m the exercise of the legitimate Civic Righta of the Hindus inevitably put a 
preminm on goondaism mid (end to encourage the reactionary elementa which 
•re anxious to create trouble. 

Tbia Working Committee it further of opinion that the reaourcet of the 
Btate should be exercised ngaiiiat potential miaehief-makera and not against 
citiieoa who want to exercise their fundamentnl, civic and constitutional ^bts in 
n lawful manner. 

This Working Committee conseqaently urges upon the Government of Bihar 
.|o reconsider and withdraw the ban so ns to enable the Hindu Mabaanhhn to 
, tnreise ita legitimate righta of Irea aeioelatlon undislorbed. 

This Working Committee after taking into eonsidtration all facta and aleo the 
Isomspondanca that p assed between the President Veer Bnverkarji and the 
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Qomnment of Bihar hereby re^lvea tliat the All-Iticlia Hindu Mahaaabha 
irrevocably held on the 24th. 25ih, 2Cth and 27ih December, 1941, at 


hereby directa the Keception Committee of the 
forlhcomuie All-India i:>eBBion and the Bihar ProviiK-ial llindimahha that thee 
carneat with adequate arningementa for holdiiitc the aaid 
Hindu Mahasabba Session on the aliove meationGil dates and place for making 
the Session a success worth of Hiiidudom. * 

Conimiitee appeals to all sections and classes of Hindus and 
to all other Freedom-loving citiacna of India to extend their whole-hcartcil co- 
operation to the KeceiUion Committee and to attend the Session and to make it 
a success . 


The Atlantic Charter 

“This Working Committee appreciates the fa'*i that the I'nblegram sent 
by Veer Savarkar, the President of the Hindu Mnbssshbti to PirHidcnt Koosevelt 
HhoulU have proved to be a com|>elling factor «hi ‘h ma il' Mr. ( htirchill to tear 
off with his own hand the aUruistic mask under whuh the Atlantic Annonnccmeiit 
sought to camouflage the allied war-aims and to confrus that Anglo-American 
Alliance was out to fight against ail Imr>ciialiHiif a^giessions but the Biilish 
one and to liberate all other Nations but India. 

This blunt confession oti the part of Mr. Churchill ni'qincM.Td in by America 
will disillusion those Indians. Coiigrcssites ami others, who fan tied at the very 
ont-break of the War that Britain was out in defence of lieim»cniry and I'Vmlom 
all over the World and does vindicate the unerring view the Hindu Mahasabha 
t(K)k which has declared again and again ever siiire tiie inenking out of the war 
that every one of the belligerents inciudiiig even HuMsia and America was out 
for self-interest and Belf-aggrAndi7.cmeiit alone. India too must conseqiienllv 
adopt that policy alone which safeguards and promotes her own Nationa] Iiiieresta.^ 

Detention without trial or Hindu SAiiifAtrF>i 

"This Meeting of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mabasahha strongly 
condemns the C. P. and Berar Oovernments for haring detained without trial 
Mr. Dwarka Prasad Hbrivastav, President, Damoh Hindu bahha and Damob 
Municipal Committee and member of the Provincial War tkuincil under the 
Defence of India Act. ...... 

This Working Committee further warns the C.P. (iovernment that its ^mlicy 
of harrassiiig prominent liinduFibha leaders in the proviiicis is lionnd tu alieiiate 
the sympathies of those Hindus who are extending rcsi^iisive co-ot>eratioti 
in war-efTorts at present. 

This Working Committee further calls iif^n ibc C.P . MaliakoshnI and Berar 
llindusabhaB to take up this pntblem in tbeii bands and agitate for iinronditioiiai 
release or a trial, in an open Court, of Mr. .Shrivastav.aiid assures the Proviiicisl 
IJiiidusablias its fullest co-operation in the agiutiun." 

PrOHIRITIOS of IsiMLRRiON PK<K’l->»HIoSR 

•‘This Meeting of the Working CommiUec records its protest agsinsl unfair 
and uniust orders of the Governnient of Bengal agaiiisi iiiicrfering with the 
Religious and Civic Rights of tlie Hindus t arth-'tlHily in coimiction with tlie 
Diirga Poeqah Immersion processions at Dinapuir, Myrni'tisingh and Budge Budge 
which constitute an iiii warranter! encroathmenl on the rights of the IJindua 
atiout conducting religious prcK-essious along the public highways in t e province 

of Comroiitee urges upon the Oovcrnrofnl of Bengal not to 

pursue this policy of discrimination against the Hindu comniuiiitv tti Bengal and 
calls UT>on the Bengal Ministry to withdraw restrictions and prohibitions upon 
the Niranjan processions in tlie different parts of Bengal. This Working Committos 
records its hcsrifelt svmpathies with the citizens of Ditiajpur. Mymensingh 
and Bticb^e Budge and appreciates their bold sUnd in refusing to submit to the 
unwarranted restriction sought to be im|>osed by the auUiprities which bad dwi»ly 
wotind^ the lieligious Feelings of the entire community tbroughout India. Ihis 
Committae calls upon the Hindu Community throughout Judia to stand by iba 
Hindus of Bengal in any strui^ that they may initiate to vindicata theU 
elementary Civic and Religious Kighta.” 
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BBLLOfti Hnrmit Fiucitatbd 

'Tkit WorkiDK Committae dbn iu hetrlfeU confentolationt to the Hindn 
citiatM of Nellore who under the dixeetioae of the Keilore Hinduanbha unfliochinK* 
Ij teed all aorte of proaecntione end offered leptimete reeieteooe in the ezereiee 
A theft Righte end aelf^defcnec end in eindicniion of their Cirio end Seligione 
Blghit wbidi were wantonly violated by the local offieere. The Working Ck>ininiUee 
aotea with pride the glorioua part playM by the Hindu women of Nellore in tbia 
herole atnn^le. 

Thia working Committee la firmly of opinion that the communal diaturbancea 
in variona parta of India are the reaulta cd an orgauiaed conspiracy on the part 
of re«aetionary Moslem politicians with the obiect of cieating. even at the cost 
of a Civil War, independent Moslem States in India. This Committee notes 
with diamay the weakened policy of the British Government with regard to these 
attempts at nreaking up the unity and integrity of India. This' Committee has 
DO doubt whatsoever that irrespective of any policy that the British Government 
mny adopt, it is the fundamental, sacred and religious duty of the Hindus to 
aMtntaia the Integrity and Unity of ^eir Motherland and for thia purpose to 
organise themselvee and to be prepared to undergo any amount of suffering and 
aaerlAce.'* 


The Twenty-third Settion — Bhagalpur — 25th. December 1941 

The Hindu Mabasabha’s decision to hold its annual session for the year 1941 
during Christms week in Bihar was taken at the time of the last session held in 
Madura. The Bihar Governroniit later banned the holding of the session at any place, 
including Bhagal])ur, situated within certain districts of the Province at any time 
between let Dei'ember 1941 and 10th January 1942 on the extraordinary plea that, 
as Bakr-id fell within that period, it was necessary to ban the meeting so as to avoid 
the possibility of communal clashes. Muslims form only ten per cent of tlie 
population of Biliar ; and in Bhagalpur which contains less thanr lOC^UOO people 
probably the Muslims do not exceed a fifth of that number. To ban the annual 
■easion of an all-lndta organisation on the score that it might lead, in so small a 
locality, to communal disturbances which the forces of law and order would be 
unable to cope with was preposterous enough. But, even after the Maha 8abba 
authorities had agreed to hold the session between the 24th and 27th of the month 
of December, two clear days before Bakr-id began—the authorities })ersiBted in 
refusing to allow the meeting to be held on those dates, though they were prci^ared 
to moidify the order by permitting the session to be held after the 3rd January. 
Inspite of the ban and the muss arrests of leaders and delegates including the 
president, the session was held and we give below on official account of the 
•easion 

Official aeeouut— Resolutlons-^lst Day— 25th Deeember 

The following “official account of the twenty-tliird Session of the All-liuiia 
Hindu Mahasabha” was isaueil by the iicneral Becretary of the Bengal Provincial 
Hindu Mahasabha from Bhagalr^ur on the 25th Deeember 1241 

The twenty-tliird session of the AlMntlia Hindu Mahasabha was held amidst 
great enthusiasra at 1 i).m. to-day. in the sijacious commund of Debi Babu's 
Dharmasala, Mr. Lall Narayan Dutt, Treasurer of tlic All-India Hindu Mahasabha 
Working (^mmittjM^ presided. About two thousand delegates from all the 
provinces of India aii^ a large number of visitors and volunteers attended the 
session. The President first told the gathering the advice given to him regarding 
the session, by Dr. Mooine and oUier leaders who arc now. in jail. 

Mr. Manoranjfun Chowdhwy, of tlic Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha, 
who came along with the Mon. Dr. S. P. Mookerjee from Calcutta. defk:ribed to 
the audience how i)r. Mookerjee was intercepted and detrained at Colgong. 

The PreeidenI moved a resolution recoraing profound, sorrow at the demise 
of l>r. Rabindranath Tagoif, Bir (langanatli Jha, Pandit Madhusudan Jha, the 
Maharajtdhirai of Kolhapur, Bwami Padroanandaji, the Maharajadhiraj of 
Maniimr and Mr. Kali Kumar Cihosh of Benpl. 

The leeond resohition, which was moved by Mr. Manoranian Chowdhurp, and 
Bupported by Mr. Oanpat Kai, stated ; 

**Tbo aeaeion of the All-India Hindu Maha Babha aaserta the elementary and 
InaHenable right of the Hindus to hold meetings and voice their feeltuga for the 
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-^*L** fej?y **^ witgtow juid ibOMly roadaoul Oh 

^ attUotb of Um (foTttiior in >»— -tt 
thn AU-Indin Mdin Sdiha BcHion nt Hueiapiir. ^ 

‘'lUn MMim foikhd danutnds tin immndirte Ncnll of tha Gorcmor of mi«» 
for wanton intorfarance with Uie righto of the Uindna.'* 

Um nwlation wm poned unanimoott; with 
Ike foUowiiig leecdutiona won alto patted : 

(1) '^Ut teaaioD of the All-India Hindu Mahaaablia condemnt the aetioa of 
?“ .Oownment^ m anjating Ve« V. D. Savarkar, Pnaident-deok of the 

twanty-thnd Baaaion of the All-India Hindu Mahaaabha. Dr. 8. P. Mukheriaa. 
WnikhR Fna^ of the Mahaaabha and Finance Miniato oF B«ad. Dr. BTs: 

Mr. Phdamnj Jain. Mr. N. 0. Chatter^ Mr. R Q. 
KhapaMto Rai* Mabeawar Dayal, Dr. Vanlarajulu Kaidu, Rai Bahadur Hariah 
g^dra. Kamar OMganand angh. Pandit Baehavacharya. Mr. Rareneahwar 
Mia^ Maior P. Batdbu, Bai Bahadur Ounindra Krithna lUi, Mr. Aautoah 
LihirTf MJtoA., Bengal, and other leaders, delegates and \^olunteers who inUaided to 
attend the meetings of the session, and demands their immediate and unconditional 


^ *Thii Conference demands the immediate release of all imlitical priaonen 
and detenus ^roughout India. 

(3) 'This session of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha roiteratea ita poHcv 
rding the militarisation and industrialisation of the 

(4) **ThiB session of the All-India Hindu MalmBAi)hn welt'omcs the formation 
of a Coalition Ministrv in Bengal and calls uimni the Hindus of that Province to 
support Dr. S. P. Mukherjee in his attempt at redressing the legitimate grievaiiees 
of tne Hindus of Bengsl. 

(5) “This session of the AlMn<iia Hindu MahnsaVibn authorises Veer V. D. 
Savarimr and in his absence Dr. S. P. Mookberjoc niiri in his nhscnce Sir Manmatb 
Nath Mookherjee to appoint the AU-India Working Committee of the Mahaaabha 
for tho‘ neat session. 

(9) 'This aession of the All-India Hindu Maha Sabha olfcrs ita hearty 
felieitationa to the Hindus of Bihar and all oUirr Provinces throughout Indiai 
who hwae given a splendid and sf^ontaneons response, by romiiig in Urge niirobera 
to Bhagalpur and making the session a siicoess in spite of all difliculties created 
by the Government.*’ 

Those who addressed the session, included Sardar Gohind Hingh, Mr. Kand 
Oops! Chondhu^, Mr. f^ri Knmar Mitra, Mr. ^?aurendra Kai, Mr. (tokul Desb* 
pande and Mr. ». N. Penshal. 

The deliberations continued for two and a half hours, in a |>cacefid atmosphere, 
after which the President and some other dclr^gatcs left the place to attend a 
meeting at lAipat Park. The meeting, however, was being coritiniu’d liy some 
young men, when a police Sergeant with some coustables entered the romiKntnd, 
and aireated the following four fiersons Mr. Nagendranath Nandi, .Mr. uokul- 
chandrm Das, Mr. H. N. Penshal and another. 

Meetings were held at each quarter of the town and professions wece being led 
by youtha, Siough armed constables and mounted police were guarding the streets. 

About a thousand delegates and volunteers were HtTested up to data. 
Many, who were arrested to-day, were discharged shortly after being taken to the 
police station. 

Official oecount— Hesoiatlaos— Sod Day— 24tb. Daecaiber 

The following is the 'official account* of the scrond day’s sitting of the All-India 
Hindu Midmoabna held at Bhagalpur on the 2fith. Dseambar and issued by Mr. 
Manoranjan Choudhury, Assistant tSecretary of the Bengal Provini'ial nindo 
Mahaaabim :~ 

AocOrtting to previous arrangements five hatches of Pralibat Pheriea started 
from Debi l^u’s Dharamsala tliis morning, rtf thefte, one bab^b, consisting of 
about SOD delegates, mostly from Bengal, was led by Mr. Nagendranath Das 
Sharma and others. When this procession had reachiHl (^wk Daiar at about 
K the police asked the members of the r»ariy to dittw>rsc and. on their reCuoat, 
they were dispersed by the police reeultiog in injuries to several Mraons. For^« 
seven delegates were arrmted including Mr. Srtknmar Mitra, secretary of the 
Baidwan District Hindu Mahaaabha. The arrested persona were escorted to the 
poliea ootpost and were detained till about noon during wbiefa time they bekf a 
maatiDg within the eompound of the p<dic« outpost and passed resolotiooi. Tbay 
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were efterwevde teken in a prison vtn to Hebonr, nboot fire miles from BhAfctlpar, 
end were fi»r«‘.cil to );et down at about 2 p-m. They returned very late in the 
afternoon to BhaKulpiir. 

**'nic second dHy*s session was held at about 30 a.in. in D4bi Baliu's compound 
under the iwesidcntsliip of L>ila Narayan DuU. 

•Mr. L. Kuraiidikar. t Bombay i, Mr. l>ttT);A Prasad Panday, Sardor 

Govitid Prasad Dutf. uiid the I'resident addessed the meeting which later adopted 
several resol nr ions. 

* Bhortly after, cite pistrict Magistrate with a police force entered the compound 
and arrested thiriy-six i>crsoiis. of wliom tliirty-two were subseqpeiitry released. 

Beveral meetings were held and many firu 'esstons token out in various notts 
of the town, 'llie mmuited police force dispersed some of the gatherings, resulting 
in injuries to many. 

At about 4 p.m«. to>day .about a thousand persons were proceeding in a pro- 
cession with lliiida Habha figgs, shouting slogans, when in front of the Palace 
Hotel, the luilice ordered them to stop, 'llie processionists, howc\er squatted on the 
road arid tried to hold a meeting there. On the commiind of an ol)ice.r, the mounted 
police lushed on the men fHfuatting. who then took shelier in adj ujiing houses.” 

Civif. liESiSTA.N’iE Called off 

After coni-liiding the 3rd day’s session of the All India Hindu Mahssabha at 
Bhagalpur <ui Satusday the 27th^ December, Mr. (i. V, Ketknr. Secretary and last 
'dictator' of the Muhasahha issued the following oiricialty calling oft the Civil 
liesistHiicc I'itiiipaigii. 

*Tlie Jdrd ScBsion of the Hindu Mahasabha at Bhagalpur is concluded this 
evening and for the fiiMh^r guidance of the delegates and voliinttK^ra assembled 
at Jhiiigiilpnr and for guidance of the Hindu citizenH of this plai-e. J quote Ulie 
the following in^rtincnt extract from the detailed instructions issued by President 
\Wr Snvark’itr ou (be JOili of December. It is as follows 

.Vfter funtiuuiuu thus tor four da}s. the campuigo of Civil Resistance through- 
out the distri<'t of Bbngalpur including the town of Biisgalpur and inspiring the 
millions of Hindus ihrouubout Bihar wob the message of Hindu Mahasabha the 
dictator of Jlic movement shall declare the Session closed on the 27th of December 
and the campaign of Civil Uesistniiee be callefl off. 'l'iiereu|>on our delegates and 
volunUHU'S who tind i^piinsclvcs free, should return to their resi>cciive plar’es after 
the 27 th l)c<’enil»rr, without wailing for any further orders.’ 

"I request all delegates, volunteers and citizens to follow these instmetions 
to the very letter. I also ^loint out that the above iustrucliuKS apply to those who 
are now in jail and who may be released. 

The Presideotial Address 

The following arc extracts from the undelivered address of H). V V. Sarurkar, 
the pnsidciit cb'ct of the Mahasabha 

I acknowledge gratefully the honour you have done to me and the trust 
y«i have pla»’ed in me in otVeriug the Piesidsutsbip of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha this year for tlie fifth lime in an- unbroken succession. It is a 
matter of public knowledge tlmi this year also when the time for electing the 
TPrwiideiil for the next year dicw near, 1 had made it clear to almost all provincial 
leaders and workers tiiat tliis lime at any rate I should be aliowetl to withdraw 
from the Presidential )Hiiiel. I was even dctermincil to resign after the election,-- 
but inst then the Govcrimieiit made it clear that they were not prepareil to raise 
file nan on the Annual #cssion of the Hindu Mahasabha at Bhagalpur. This 
Government ban comfielled inc nl^o to banish altogether from my mind the 
tboiighi of resigning the Presidential otVice, This ban constituted such an intole- 
rable, tinciilled for and iin)ustif)Abli> humiliation to the Hindu honour as to render 
it imperative on the part of every Hindu sanghattnist to try his level best to get 
it removed by all legitimate means within his or her reach. My duty also as the 
elected President for the very session at Bhagalpur was clear. It was to 
stick to my guns. 

When tlie All-India Session of the Moslem League was held at Madras this 
year, the Government Drevented the Uindtis under iSeclion 144 from holding 
meetings, carrying letlial weapons of oaseinbling in more than five persons so 
that the Session of the T^eaguc might iwm off well in spite of the fact that suti- 
Hindu speeches and resolutions were delivered end passed in it. Now, at Bhagalpur, 
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when the All-IiidU Seasion of Ae Hindu Mehnublui it to lie held, tlic Ooveniwen^ 
iii8t«ad of eallifi;: u|hni tbe Moslems to keep themselves wiiliiii the bounds 
of l«w uiid order, have put » ban on the Hindu Uahnublia Semioii itMlf 
lukini; It criminal on tbe part of the Hindui to ezercfue their fundament^ 
rights of ciiizeusuip 1 


DiSCIlIMINMTtNV. AND A.VTl-HlNDt* POLICY 
Throu*;hont Ipdia the Hamc (liseriminatinir, partial and anti-Hindii policy is 
auhereii to auu Hindu procpHHions, immemions of imai;es and conferences are 
held up to piHCiite the faiiatiial ^ooadatsm on the |>srt of sirKrrssivs Moslem 
eectioiiB. 

j®. plaecfl on the Hindus Mahassbha Session at nhav:alpnr is alto 
iiietioed liy the tlovcrninent with nunhafihed frankneiiB by staling: that they had to 
do so (or no oMier nr;ieiit or jiifiitiable resMon, but to rt/abte the Uakii-Itl festivitiee 
of a haiiilfiil of .Moslcins in n s<»!tttiry touti like to pnss ofT w^l. 

If the ScHsion of i!h* AlMuiba Hindus Mahasaliha is In id before the Pnkr-Id. 
the (lovcruiiicnt ^OM^l;ntioll is timt <*vcii 1‘tis le;;ititnat« excivine of the rij:lit oi 
associ.'iiion by tlio IfindtiH nmy iiiilHine t’oiiniuinsl piiHsion of itic Mo'^tems ! If 
the (.ioyciiiment siisjicricil stu-li a voii*iHL,cti*’>, it wuk tlu’ir duty to inke every 
lii't’CantioM to hold in cln. k and ciiustisc tiiis a^pressive and intolerant fanatieiam 
that intlaniud at tlio si-iit of ilu* exert-iso iiy oMirr rommuiiities of their 
Icj^itiinati' ri^iits. The Clirisiiaiih who arc to frlebnite their (Christmas Uiirinff thoae 
very days never iiillanicd at the si^iit of a iittiiiiicr of AllOiidta (H)n(cr«itces 
held by the fliiniuK and other coininnniiics tlirou)'hout India. Ibit on the contrary, 
these Cliristiari holidays like tlie ilindu holidays provide apcciul facility for such 
All-India ^^essiotis. 

Legamty ok Ban 


To addition to this unjustifiable nature of the ban, its le(;ality also is aerioiisly 
questionable. Whatever powers are to be exercised by the Provincial Cloveriiinenta 
in order to inatiitnin pniilif* safety and order under the Defence of India Act are 
to i)0 exercises!, “for tlie purtiose of scfHirins; the Defence of British India** and 

in c.ase ‘Hiich exercise is called for. for the cdicieiit prosecution of war*. NoW| 

iiy no sM'otcb of inin;;iii:itioi) can the (iovernment mnintaiii that the SifesHioa of 
the All-India iliicln MaiiHHabhu is likely to disturb public order or endanger 
public safety in the 111:01 iier of standiii;!: in the way of the etlicicnt prusc'cutinti 
of war or secntiiiir the defence of liritisb India. Add to this the fact that of alt 
oiiisljiiidtiii; Ail- India or^ani>^atif>iiH, the iliiidn MaiinKabhti alone has been the 
foremost advocaic of cxteudiii}; rc.s|Kmsivc «’o-opcratioii to the Urilisli (toveriimeiit 
in thia tvar in so far ns tbe qiuNtion of Indian defence is concerned. The case, 
therefore, cannot be suItTTo be i-ovcrcd by the Defence of India Ad and con- 
sequently the bail that is placcti on this session under this Art is ab inilio 
illegal. This le;;al view taken by some ol the foremost lawyers in the land 

proves that the («overnmciit of Bihsr has not only committed a political blunder, 

out even a Ic^al one 

As:’!nBTioN OF Civic Rp.hts 


The Mahasabha has coiisc(|uetiily rcsolvid to bold its session at Bhaf^par 
itself on the B<‘hediile<l dates in assertion of the civic rii^hts of citiaensbip In 
Kpnersl ainl of Hin^lus in particular. The tims liaa corns when tite Hindus 
must correct the crrini' iioiioti iirnler which the Government labours that Htnditw 
can bo made to tolerate any at:^'ressioo on their civic and reUfsioua riftbla mul 
can take all kiekint; more kindly than the chaiivinialic Moslem fanaticism mid 
that this is tbe cheut«cr wsy of msintsiniiifc the so-called ftesoe and order. The 
UiiicUia must now learn to record practical protest agaiiiat any such aati-Hindti 
policy on the part of the Government or on the part of any one else whenever 
and wherever aiieh cases bumiliaiinK to Hindu honour crop up. by ull leititiMle 
means within their reach, even if in this their atteiufii to exerciae their legitimate 
and fundamental riphla of citizenship, the Governmeut at times Ihreatm nm% 
u»|iiatly and iltegitimately to cow down tbe Uindua by flourishing the poMoe 
brnd^Rcon, ii» their lice. , ui. .. 

Nevertheleaa, 1 mnat make it clear that the MabMubliMles are going to 
Bhaealpur to bold this session even if the ban it not raised in (ime.--not with 
any the least deaire to throw a chMlenge Owenjamni or to flout tte 

legitimate authority in any wanton mmner. We ^ round the 

pui-Hindu flag raised at Bbagalpur with the only ob)set of aMerUng our eirie 

31 
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rijKbto o( free MsocUtum. We ihAil give no itietiftable leiMon vbntnoever to 
iiuUnie ony eomniiioal lemsious or do nnvthing beyond nMerting our iaalieonble 
dHc vighM without irctpiMiog on thoee of other commuutcaei in tiM ioteceet 
of ittsMoe and order which, when interpreted in an tui)mrtial and eonstitntional 
■enie, the Hindu Blnliafabliaitea are aa anxious as the Government to maintain. 
Kvcii if we are banned and ojttxMMid by physical force on the part of 
the Qovernmeut, we are all determined to otter ourselves to get arrested or 
to face the wont without any show or use of physical resistaoee to tl^ 
Government authoHUea on our part beyond tlie civil resistance implied by our 
asserfion again and again of our legitimate riglit to continue the sessional 
aetlviiiss 

1 earnestly hope tliat inssmueh as the eaime the Hindu Mslissabha is going 
to .fidht out at Dhagalptir is .esteniislly tlie cause of civic liberty so far as Uie 
'gtifsiioii of resisting, .with all legitimate meHiia, this ban ia rnneerned— not only 
all Hindus irrespective of iiarty aflUialtons but even our Cbristion, Pareee end 
.Jewish conntrymen, in fact cverv Indian eiticen who values the cause of the 
iutidanieiitnl right of citiseiishtn.of free association and realises that the Govern- 
ment of 1)1:11 ling fniiaticul goomlaisin at the coat of the legUiniate righta 

of iioneat . and law-abiding otiisens. oonstitutes a rommoti danger to all cUixens 
.alike, will extend iheir symputby and co-o}oretion and strengthen the hands of 
ilte lEindii Slnhnsslihaihw. 

.1 tender on behalf of l Uiidudom ss a whole our most loyal homage to His 
Jfidcsty .tlio King of Nepal as a defender the il-indti faith, the sovereign of the 
on^ iudciieudeiit ifmdu kingdom to^ay. ilie foiemost representative of the 
^idmoiis ^indii {last and tlie hope of s still more ‘iduaious Hindu future, f^ortun* 
atiily, 4Dr the liindtis the Govonrmciit of Neiad has to^dar -at >its helm a 'personalitv 
in whose 'hands the UiiHlu interests ore bomtd to he safe. His Highness -Uie 
JMisvaja Yudhasamsher Jang llahadtir. the tureaeut Prime Bliuister of Nepal, 
sealiics mace than any oae nlse Unit ihv futnse of llm Hindu detngdom of Nepal is 
iudiiodlably liound up with Aiie future of IfindiMlon) as a nlmle. TIindns in Isct 
am m natioiinl mat and It Is given to Nepal io-^ to ahsifie its destiny. The war 
oiWBS out imfUGuse iKHwlbCBtieB before us even if it thrarteas >to .inrround us na all 
•idea with luiniiiiont daiigom. Keeping the idUmato ^iS wf Hbdn regeneration ia 
view H was wo daubt wiee tinder the present cireuimitanoes that the Hisidn 
klogdum of Ke|ial should have chosen to ally herself wttli the HriUsh Oovciwnient 
during iids war and sent our Iwave Goorklia armies to twwtent Indian frontiers 
and some otiier thestrea of war to check new alteii iovaitk>DS. The British 
Government too would do will la re.'mn|ienBe tliis clKnoUve assistance they 
receive at the hands of His Majesly the King of Nepal by reatoriug to Nepal at 
least those disuirts in llibar and on the bonlm of IViujab whidi were a part 
of the Kiugdom of Nepal only a eenittry ago and were then annexed by ^ 
BHtUU. 

It is eiMOiirsgliig to note tlml the Isnd forces of Nepal are already ao 
efliclent and u|>-tr>-date ss to maicb the Iciroes of any nation in the world in war- 
like qualities and dogged resistance. But wc are anxiously waiting for the day 
when even the aeriel for<*ee of Netial will he ss fOitient, nit-io-date and powerful 
eaoiirh to protect iiot only herself but even Hindiidoro ss a whole. 

Ilie serond point to wbieb I want to attract llic attention of the Gorerntnent 
of Ne«>al mi^ Becm eomi)|ratively less nrgrnt hnt is neveriheless far from Iwiiig 
nffligiblc. The GoTwriinient of Neiwf shonltl nmke it clear to alt concirned ttiat 
no anti-Hindu acHvity or desipis would Iw tolerated in Nepal and whoiild watch 
ceaselessly so as not to allow any nmi-llindu section and esieidally the MosVemii 
to grow in numerical atmngth in Nepal lintnid what it recorded a century sgo. 
Growth of Hispu Movrhknt 

Taking stock of events during tlie last year it can be iiicontrovertihly assrrfcd 
that the Hindu movement led by the BlahaPabha has progressed with Her- 
rtilraii atrides throughout Imlia. 'Hie Bhnddbi work, the effective and sue- 
cestbil efforts to remove untonehability, the ccnaiia campaign it eondneted 
thronghoiit India, the defending of Uio civic and religious rights of Hindus at 
hnndreda of loealitiea. the auecesset in aeons of elecloral contesta to the Central 
AsaembW and to the local BItiniei|ialltica or boatda which the Mahasabhaitca 
won in Mahaiashtra. Aaaam, Bencal, and in aeveral fwrts of India and even the 
couple of electoral defeats the Blahasahita had to undergo at the one in Berar.— 
to all of them point out incoutrovertibiy that the Uabaiablia is nphUy giowiog 
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sa 


*“>«« ** impiwitjr and (hat it baa 

pow a ftmnt^la enough to hrid in dnak the anti-Uindn faroea that had 
aSI? . i?"** *“ nnchnlUnijed dnrint; the laat dfi; jmn or ao. 

But m erownmi; Mievomtnt-of the Mahittahlui moTement Iim hcfu, more than 
these dtreot Slid .^tailed eTeiits, the iiiclirect itifliitnce which its tileolo^iv sikI pro- 
fi*5F®***® .Hindu mind to such on smsziiig extent sn i*o«M oii)> Iw 

fitly d eyt^^ ss % mental reroltilioti. 'fhe unpsrsireled etithnsiasBi disp[sx*ed by 
«J9«» *•* «jndi^ clsiSM Slid mssses. when thw welcomed the IbesidetU u( the 
^*^^5 , Mnhsisulta sud Meersl of its Tetcran lesders in dll quarters of the rouiitry 
pr»i^ to di^oMtatioii that the iliud^ a iico|de liavc shed that iiifetioriiy 
eompiex, wiiuw had been their tnreatetitcurse iiifliot^ l>y tlirmselves and Uiat tlisy 
hawe letufiM itotheir national self-coiisetottsnees as Hindus Tliis meuhil rerolutioii 
^ “1’'*”*®** to Toiee Jortn its signtftcaiioc tlinii that 

‘^Hiudastban— Bbutduonka ll** 


awaheiung of the Hindu spirit whiilh the ftlahasahlis movement brought 
^ bsesclies even in the Congress citadel from 

within and thousands of those CongTfssite iihidus who had altcpetlier forgotteu 
that Hmj ^era Hindus wilder the banetiU tnduenef of the twando^nationalNitic 
opiates of the Gandfaist aQlKx>l of thooirhi are alreadv searching Umir heaiis stid 
m blessing the Mahasabha tn tiieir imicr iaoBt hnirts lor fighting lor the liiudu 
eaaae and are sooner or later destined to fall as wifling captives into our hands. 


Idoef JM I^GVK Foilcp 


The third oufsiaadmg achievement of the Uintln llalitsahha has been that it 
haa already proved to he a loxmidable opponent to the iuordinste sjuhttioii of tlie 
llealems in general and ilie Moslem Le;bgne in imrtionlar. Whether it lit the 
qaestioa of the extenaioa of Uve Executive Council or the format i<in of die Kiuiaiidi 
Hefeaee Council or the ilefenco Advisory Caauuiitee. tlie Aloslem l^;::iicfs have 
theaieelves admitted that they hare been discomfited tad their swcAleiiheaded 
claims left uabeeded. Mr. liiinah reseiils that Mx. Amery ahould have betaayed 
him in not k^ing ap the Qovwmmeiit ‘tmnhMr of not turning down the 
full-lledged PakH|tan srheait und ehouid hare cvea gone to tlie length oT ddivsrin g 
aenaoas on Todia Filet*. 

On the whole the time has come when our Mudlifn cauatryaieii should veaHas 
that even in their own interests they should tiie utt-vittlile sad should rcase 

amusing thenmelves with airy iinthings. 'Jliey aiitst know that they are in a 
minority and that there is not the slightest rliance sow Mi for tbesa to redure tlm 
pieaeot majority of the li indite in any iqqwet'ialde mefttnirc. 'Iliey caiiiiot exfieet 
a atogle seat aM>re either in die Ijpgisiatnre or in tiie Covemine .t Cnbiiieis ilisn 
what Uieir po|>ulatlon stmigth to-day in titles them to have and so far as their 
claim of cutting ofi* tlie i'unjmb an<f otlicr provincirt from Jndia In form them tnio 
Pakistan is concerned, weii they slionUl take it as fmtlile or oiluTnise as much ao 
the claim of the Hindus to mniiex \fgiiantsthsii to llindualhsii oticc again so as to 
extend the boundaries of Uindudom right up to ilindukush ! 


HaUASABHA AVD the LF.tilSI.ATtBE 


Without touching the day-to-day a Uviiics in Imndrrd and one directions 
which the Hindu MshsMbha brsnehrs have to carry on ail over the loiiiitry in 
connection wi^ Shiiddht. removal of untourhaliUity, nicci ing the local grievances of 
the Hindus at every tosrn and village. I want to empiiasixc here catvgorirally on 
the only two moat outstanding and urgent items on which the next few mra 
nil Hindu Banghatanists must concentrate their attention and ihcir energy. ”lic first 
of these items constitutes the electoral plank of the Htiidnsabha platform and the 


second the militsriung one. . . j t . ^ i 

lire Hindu eleclorste must vole for only those Hindus who stand omiily on 
a Hindu Mahasabha Ucket under the Hindu Mag and j ledge lo guard 
intatwtt. ThercbT •lone they will inwi tbe IIiikIii M«b««bU« with m iindco ni^ 
■tetos •• the flnt and Uie foremoet reiireicntaiire body of tlic'HindiM ^ ibe 
Hindu would be able to capinre ahatever |«litical power l^e mmu la-day and 
ia bound to be aeenred in future In ibe I^ielaluiea. l}*!^ 

COwgraa to not deprived of tbe right of n!|.i«cntms the Hindua in tile l^toln- 
tmm, it to dead e^n that tbe aiwetol intcrceti of the Hindus mutt ^ Ibe wall 

tbe ctoetoraica ate besed on communal dislinrilM tbe Hintliis can 
M*ai hara Mr Tf-tfi iatcictto and aepiraUons repiceented in tbe Lwlelatarci 
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vnlcM And nntill they elect only those enndidetes who etend on n clenreut Hindu 
MAhunbhn ticket, who owe no nlleKinnce to any orgenixetion which ie not pledged 
wholly nod eoldy to Mfegoard and promote the epecial intereete of Hindudon ee a 
whole. To the Hindus all OTer India, there can be no distinction between the 
so^alled national interest and the Hindu interest. Because what is after all the 
ideology the Hindu Mabasabha represents ? Inde})endence of India, indivisibility of 
India, re|>reeentatlon in proportion to the population strength, public services to 
go by merit alone and the fundamental rights of freedom of worship, language, 
B^pt, etc., guaranteed to all citiaens alike are some of the basic principles on 
which the Hinda Mahasabha takes its stand. It realises that the best interests 
it the Hindus themselves demand under the present circumstances that the 
Indian Nation and the Indian Btate should be based on these fundamental 
foundations. 

The conception of any genuine Nationality also that takes no account of any 
communal or credal super-arrogations into consideration, can go no further. That 
is why the Hindu Mahasabha claims that there can be no conflict or clash 
between Hindu interests and the interests of the Indian Nation as a whole. 

Hie Hindu Mahasabha seeks not an inch more than what is legitimately due 
to it or than what it is willinf^ to concede to all non -Hindu minorities in 
India in strict proportion to their population strength. But it follows from this 
very just and legitimate conception of true Nationalism that the Hindu Mahasabha 
should not yield an inch of what is legitimately due to the Hindus on ground of 
national equity to the Muslims or anyone else simply because they do not happen 
to be Hindus. But the Congress, the Forward Bloc and all such organizations in 
India have sinned against this conception of real Nationality under a false notion 
of geographical nationality. 

If the Congress or the Forward Bloc do not want to call themselves as 
representative bodies of Uie Hindus slone and claim to represent the Indian Nation 
as a whole, the only logical and honest policy for them would be not to seek ele(‘tion 
on behalf of the Hindu electorate alone as they invariably do at present. So long 
as the electorates are divided communally, these bodies who call themselves 
national should refuse to stand for election on behalf of any of those communal 
Hectorates. They should wait till a real national electorate is ushered iiita being. 
But this double dealing and misguided policy on the part of the Congress or 
the Forward Bloc or any of these so-called national bodies have done an incalculable 
harm Imth to the Hindu interests and the nationnl interests as well. The result of 
this pseudo-uatioiialistic error on tlie part of the Hindu Congressites with all its 
Blocks* and tlieir Isads was the Hindus were left entirely unrepresented os Hindus 
idl round. The second most important and urgent item on which the Hindu 
sanghatanista all over India must bend all Uicir energies and activities is the 
programme for the militarization of Hindus. The war which has now reached our 
shores directly constitutes at once a danger and an opportunity which both render 
it imperative that the militarization mo\’ement must be intensifled and every branch 
of the Hindu Mahasabha in every town and village must actively engage itself in 
rousing the Hindu people to join the army, navy, the aerial foi-ces and the diflerent 
war industries. 

Militarization of Hindus 

Militarization and industrialtsatioR of our Hindu nation ought to be the first 
two immediate objei^ves which we must pursue and secure to the best of our 
power if we want to utilise the war situation in the world as efle^tivcly as possible 
to defend the Hindu interest. 

Again it must be npteil that .Tapan’s entry into the war has exposed us directly 
and immediately to attack by Britain's enemies. Consequently whether we like it 
or not, we shall * have to defend our own hearth and home against the ravages of 
the war and tins can only be done by intensifying the Government’s war effort to 
defei^ India. Hindu Maliasabhaites must, Uierefore, rouse Hindus esp^ially iii the 
provinces of Bengal and Assam as efl^Uvely as possible to enter the military forces 
of all arms witliout losing a single minute. 

If but you act up according to these instructions I guarantee that the future 
of our Hinuu race, our religion and of our nation cannot fail to be even more 
glorious than our ancient i^ast had been. The great war to-day has dwarfed all 
other issues and no one can say with certainty who will emerge successful out of 
this world chaos. But one thing can still be said as the most probable to happen 
le,, if but the Hindus stick to this immediate programme and take advantage to 



—21 HOT. *41 ] THE ASSAM EINDTJ SABHA OOKFERENCfi M6 

the fullest extent possible of the war situation, pressing on the nofement hr tihe 
militansation of the Hindu race. thiHi our Hindu nation is bound to esserge far 
more powerful, consolidated and situated in an incomparably more advantageous 
position to face issues after the war— whether it be an internal anti*Uindu war 
or a constitutional crisis or an armed revolution. 


The Assam Hindu Sabha Conference 

Special Session— Gaahatl—tlst novssihsr 1941 
Th£ Wblooub Address 


The special session of the Assam Provincial Hindu Sabha Confsrsnes was 
held at Gauhati on the 21tt November 1941 in a spacious psndal in front 
of the Judge’s Court. Mr. K. D. Savarkar, President, All-lndis Hindu M^ss^bs, 
presiding. 

In course of his address as Chairman of the Reception Committee Rsi- 
Bahsdur Durgeshwar Sharma extended a hearty welcome to the giiesta and dde- 
gates, which was followed by a brief reference to the harmony and pesooful 
atmosphere in which till recently the different communities in the HiMn-fold 
used to live in the Province. But, continued the speaker, in recent days things 
have been taking different ahaites and some of tue Hindus are being sUgmailaod 
as backward and are being kept aloof from the Hindu-fold itself. He tbertforc, 
made a fervent appeal to the Eindos to rise up to the occasion and to ssvs the 
community from the ruin that is on us. 

The kai Bahadur added : *T have been talking of peace all the tism but it 
is gone. The canker of Communaliam has been 1st loose among us. Vigoroos 
attempts are being made to reduce tlie poKUcal importaooe of the majority com* 
muiiity into an iiisigoificsiit minority. 

**in the last Census, the Hindus dwindled enormously. An Immigretlon 
p^ect, dressed up as a Development Scheme, is in simultansous operation. 
They are both co-related. The object of these moves is to sacrifice the Hindn for 
the benefft of the Mohammedsns. llie seeds of conflagration has been ■own.’* 

Dwelling on the questioo of a separate University for Assam vis-a^vis the 
Assam Uiiivertity Bill of the present Ministry wbirh is at pressnt on Isgisistive 
anvil, the spei^er observed : ‘*A University has lieen eonceivM for us and ita 
very ideo quite naturally carries a glamour about it. A communal ratio is pro p osed 
to be fixed in the iutecutive of the University. But no communal ratio hm yet 
been fixed in the number of graduates of differeot grades which this Dniverslty 
will be required to turn out. But it can be arranged. The advancsineat of learning 
is going to be adjusted into a communal ratio. This is the education we are going 
to be regaled with.*’ . . 

Rmerring to the War, the Rai-Babadur said that it offered ao opportunity to 
the Hindus who should without reserve, join the military service ; *7or, we are.** 
he said, '*out to win the War.” The Hpeaker also sympathised with the British in 
this hour of their n^. . . ^ . . 

In conclusion, the Chairman lamented that hitherto they had not reeeived 
any sympathetic consideration from the Government whmtevev they had made 
requeets on mattera of vital importance to the Hindus of the province ; but now 
he hoped that their collective efforts would not go in vain. 

Tbs PRBaiDBNTlAL Addbbss 

Ritiog to address the Conference amidst cheers, Peer Savarkar esprassed 
satisfaction that the Pan-Hindn consckmsneaa, which wae now visible Ml over 
Hindaethan, W reached its easternmost province of India in aueb a dsgrm 
Assam Uiodna, continued Veer Bavarlmr, should not lament that they were not 
looked after by the Hindu leaders of India. On the other hand It was evident, 
•oewding to the speaker, that they (Assam Hindus) were ^ ccmscloiis of their 
own exTstence. Refering to the position of the Hindus in Bind, the Punjab and 
Bengal, the Prcaident aatd that in those provinees the Hindus were now nlirn to 
Bicir problems. In Assam, however, in spice of misoaleulation by the Oovmment 
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to itdaco the Hindu Bsiority into n minoritj tliej eiill remeincd « maiorlty nnd 
there ley the bone. 

Onticieing Uie Coiip;reet poU<7 towerde the Hinda iDtereHt«>, Veer Snvarkar 
obHCivcd thet the of the Hiodiie in the riot-affected areas in recent mouths 

would amply prove utter callousness of the Corifrress in this respect. This proved 
the iact -that the Hindu cause suffered in their hands. He, therefore, made it 
perieetly clear « that Ahe 'Hindus had no alternative but to join the Hindu Mahasabha 
in larite nitssbera. He snspteicd that there was a move on the |iart of the Congress 
to compromise on the Pakistan issue and ibis was dne to the \weakneM of the 
Congreas orKaiiiaation. Should that happen, eon tinned Veer Savaricar, it would 
seriously ani*ct the Miiidu cause and their very existence in Hindiisthan. 

He also observed that the t-oii{;reas reKimes in some* of the provii^ees could 
not, in 'the name of majority rule. cffei*t aiihstantial reforms for the l)etterment of 
the Hindus. Coii(;ludiii;{ the rrcsidoiit emphasised that the Hindu MahaHabha was 
00 communal oriraniaaiton for the fact that they were in majority in Hindusthaii 
while othcra like the Bliislima were in minority. 


Bengal Provincial Hindu Conference 

Tenth SasSfaa— Bnrdwan— tkth. Navanfber IMl 

The PiuminEHTiAL Adokrsb 

The Tenth Scasion of the Ufti^kl I'rovinciiil Jitndii Confcietice waa helil ut 
Buidwan >on the tUfh. Movanibar 11)41. under the presidency of I'h. Shpautu Praea l 
Muhhmrjea, wilia in the •cause of his address said 

**Though Hiiidu-Miifilim differciiccs have been accentuated tn recent yean 
mdaH on account of the clever aird inaiiipulattiic )K>iii'y of the British Ooveannient. 
the Habssnbha doea not i{;iiore the hroati fnct that even before tlie advent of 
Brltieh rule, Htndu-Slusliin elaalics and antagonism marred the admiiiiatcation 
of India during many iieriods of her long hiatory. 1'he Mahasabha believea that 
HindU'Maslian unity will romr. not by one vlA<^ating the other in ait imtional 
manner, not by one dombiatiug over the otiior in a wicked wa^, hut by an open 
reoey^aon of the fact chat both occupy the pnniiion of India's chihfren, and 
thoUffh there are some imfoit uit. .aphercs of ikcir lives whnre diffemtres may he 
mamfeat, there is a fundamenial miiiy bctvtTU both, and by the wiauileMance of 
tlieir combined welfare will Imiia’s lasting prosficiity be achieved, Tlie differeiiiMs 
that exist lielween them are to be mutually respected so that neither party wm^ 
have any reaaonafale raitao of aiiMpkion against the otiier. But Jotiit action is 
possible only on the acceptance by all tmrtirs of Indian Indiviiiihility and oh their 
rmultneas to admit the due ahare to the conntry that the Hindus JusUy claim for 
thamaelvei, primarily rea^onsibie as tiiey arc for their country a wcliare aud pros- 
perity. The Hindus by weakening UpemtelveB will not help the cause of Hindu- 
Mnuijn unity. A airong and ririle Hindu morment must ta^ay he a imctwaary 
part of India^ political life. Only this will make the inner riemenia among the 
Hiislimi r^ise that a harmonioKa commnnal relalionahip is essentia] for the 
lafety and welfare of Mualima themficlvcs and it is not a mutter which ia the 
primary concern of Htndua.** 

l>r: llnldterjtt then referred- to^ the imsition of Hindus in Beufal, and said : 
^In apWidThe eousttuiUou lias been so framed that they have been 

redtti'^ to u state of acrvtliiy in the land of their hiiih An economic aywiem 

hat grown op In the pravinca which haa kei-t the Bengali il tudnt outside its useful 
sphexf, snd to-day they Arc at Uieir wita* end and know not how to carry on their 
bate exislaioe. Government is supiorted by reactionary clementa which little care 
for *he wdfave of the province. It haa taken a sprdsi dcltglit ia depc^ng the 
Uiiidua of their vital and Icgitunate rights. The wronga done to the Hiudoa in 
cooaectkm with tha iveent ecatua otmHoaa, ilinstrate the extent to width the 
aiithofitacs may sloop for erindiug the Biadns. llic stmoepKere demands the steady 
and mmln infinm of the HlnSn Hahasaldia in tUs province." 

Dr. lliiklieiieo rolerrerl to the vaiiens haxdshin friim which Hlndas of Brogal 
Woro mikrinsi and wM : *11 the UIndn llduMnbhm g row n. It will elso try to 
each nndUMiding end rclationehin with the pragiescive dcmenle in all 
olhtr commaailtes oa would lead to a hapytor sad luouder Bengal. It is a matter 
of do^^'mixklT to oil well- wishers of the provinee iMt at a tiae vhoi the inter- 
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national idtnaiion ahofra icvowini; aif;na of violent diartipilona, <^oinmnnal relation* 
abi|> ill lleuttl abonld be narked by miitiial diatruat and ill-will.*' 

Ckmeliidin;;. Hr. Shatf ima Fraaal Mukherice referred in «letuil to tlie war 
•ituation in relation to India and observoil : '*£iii;laiid could yet aeoiire India'a 
^'OOcUwill, if ill ber doaliiiKa with this eoitntry, the fteiiiiiiiely placctl Iiidia*a 
national interests in ilie forefront. Even io-dav aha nniuisiakrtbly ahova her 
deteraiiiiatioii not to part with real power and India ai*c >rdini; to her plan, must 
plan, niuat play the role of the aecoiid fiddle. After havings itacif aowii with oare 
and iufseniiity the aeeda of diacord and diaiinity whudi have ^rown to-day into a 
monatrooa demand of I'akiatan, Govcrnmciit now aska with an nir of anpreine in- 
Doemce for prevtona agreement amon*; different elementa in the country aa a 
condition precedent for eonatiiniioiial advance. Hid siicdi ahatiiico of ai^reemeiit ever 
in the paat aland in the way of .*<tate dccisiona on initH>rtaiit coiialitulional iaaiiea 
contraiv to liidia’a real welfare ? 

Wm the Communal Award aercefi ti by all parties ? Were tlie forma of 
Government and other proviaioita coiiuincd in ihu Acre of 10 JO and 103 > the rcanita 
of ajtraemeiit ? Ilaa the recent extension of Uie t^sriii of the Ix'^ialiitiircs been saiie- 
tiooed witli the knuwled;'e and apnroval of all f l>id the new achemc of the 
Vieeroy'a Kxiwndcd C<Miiicil wait for the McMsiniia of ell parties ? It is only when 
the aeluah interests of England are at stake nnd real power hue to bo parted with, 
that abaeiiee of a^rreeroent is trotted ont as snprenic o'lrttm-le. In every cotinlry. 
there are pronpa of Quisliiis's always availahh' to act m. the hiddiii^ of the interlo- 
por against its genuine iiatioiiai intcrei^u a!i«!_to our utter shu me -India is no 
eseeplieo to this.** 

twd. Day— ReaolnSona— Bnrdwaa— :>0lh. November 1041 

FrKSH CkK ^Ua FOR A^rtAM 

« Tlic concluditit; day'a aittint; of the (kinfcretice commenced at ^ p.m. oti the 
30th. November. Dr. Snyamn Proaad .Muokhe'jee prcsidintt. ^lore than thirty 
reaolutioDa were ailoptcd on various math^rs con«*crtiiii}; the Hindus of the province, 
the polttkad situation in the <*ouiitry anti so-tal and ci'oriomie probimes. 

The ()onfcrencc demaiid(*d a fresh ccustts in the province under the exclusive 
control of the ('entral (lOvcrn incut, free from all interference by the Provincial 
Govemmeut, aa also a test tteiisuH at nu early date, and culled ii|)on the (xovernment 
not to reconstitute any local aclC-^^ovcrtiin;: uotlUfs on the basis of the recent eciiaua 
operations. 

Bpeaking on this resolution, Mr. A*. C\ (JhuUcrjfi\ on behalf of the llindna of 
Bengal, aiipealcd to the < lovcrtimeiit to preserve as a luitioiinl roenieiito the 
enumeration slip of Dr. Jtabiiulrauuth Ti^orc. 'I'lic H;>eakcr had been reliahly 
informe'd that the iioct refiiserl to record his caste in answer to rpiestion Vo. Ill 
on the slip, and hail recorded himself as a Hindu. JIc aiiiioiiueod that over Oil 
tokha of imople in the province had rcs|)Oiid(xl to the rotiioat of the Uiiidu Maha 
BiMr not to record caste. 

Other Resolutloas 

*The pnopm^andiat utterances of the Secretary of State for Iitflia and of the 
Govemment of India attributing sinister fifth columnist actU^Ues to Mr. Htibhas 
Chandra Rose without any evidence whatsoever,** was condemned ny the Coiiforciicc, 
which dcmandcil the withdrawal of *'siich irrcs(K>nsih1e A**ensation.’' 

A resolution do(*.lared that the "Ministry of Rcn;cal does not etijoy the 
eonfitaee of the U Indus, ** and called nimn all nationalist forces in Denpd to 
eomhioe In order to remove the present Ministry from iiower." 

Hangman work amoni; the Hindus, the (kimmunal Award and its annulment, 
the education policy of the RenKol Government, the Pakistan Scheme, roilitorisatioii 
of Hmdos, the Bhagalpur ban, relhsioiia instruction to Hindu prisoners in jsil and 
mwsiB heioie mosque formed the subject matter of orther .*e^uttons adoptocl by Uie 



lUDunat the statement made by Mr. Amery. iwretary of Htatc for 
Home of Commons, "which is definitely misleailin;' and dors not 
mt the fseto restaniioff the reemdesiwnee of distttrbanres in flw 
aeqmmt upon the reeeut 'Id** nroivssaion. the Conference, liy another 
(Ottn that the Government of Denial bad "misled the 8oi*retory of 
and thsongh him Urn Ilritish poUk.'* 

hetisa, in hie conclndinfc speech, called upon the yonag man of 
id % Bhto^por ioiioa of thoAII-ladia Uindn MolmUha. Ha 
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r^^keci that betidca “noifHiniliif and the (io^eniiiiciu oi t)ic rottutrv, many 
Hindus were hostile to the Hindu Malta r^abha. \Vc are not niaiiist the Jliislims 
who are sons ot Bengal/' he said» “but we only want to defend our interests/' 


The Akhand Bharat Conference 


Presidential Addrese—Laliere— 30th. November 1942 


Any attempt to diHtnrb the tcrritonal integrity of fiulin in the interests of 
short-range strategy <liiriiig the |)criod of the war, or as a long range policy, will be 
resisted by c'cry Nationalist, of whatever eommiinity or creed, derlared Mr. 
JamnailuH Mahta, M. h. a. (Central), in his presidential address to the Akhand 
Bharat ik>nferciK'C held at linliore on the 30th November 1941 : -- 

Mr. Jainnadtts Mehta said that the Takistan movement really originated in 
100) when Ixird Minto itersiiadcil a luimhcr of mnslim /.aniiiidurs and other 
subservient sections of the Muslim community to wait on him in a tlcpntation, 
under the leadcrsiiip of II. 11. the Agu Kiian, to put forward a flemainl for separate 
lights and privileges for Mnslims. Thin lc<i to the iiitrodin'tion of Si*Jtnrate 
olii^torateB for the legislatures and local luslies and ( Ommninil representation in the 
public services. The ^u'Orcss of se|»aratism, tlins shirted, culminated in tlie deiiiaiid 
of the Muslim Lcagno for the partition of India as cmi>Oilicd in the liahoic 
resolution of 1010. 

«Aipdysing the Pakistan scheme, Mr. >fehta said that Mr. .Yinnah and his friends 
Would not j^iuin in a federated India bct'nnsc of tiie mujurity, but they did not 
hesitate to demand ,a federation of their own in which the Muslims were in a 
majority. Why tshonld the minority in a Muslim FiNlcration, asked Mr. Meliia, 
ac^^ept majority rule, and adchnl tliat if there was any jnstilication for dividiug 
India iiiU^ two Icilerations, there was an (Mpial jnstirn atioii for dividing it into ten. 
Oil a phrity of reasoning, t!ic Hindus and Siklis in the Yhinjah miglit .as well refuse 
to live in a federation where they were in a iiiinority and would be jusUfictf in 
demanding a partition of the Piiiijab. This, in its turn, might lend to n further 
division, because the Muslims in the liindii nreu would nsk for a further division, and 
tJic process would continue until a I'akistan was established for every street and every 
mohalla. Mr. Mehta cimrat tovised Pakistan .as nn ahsur<l sdianc, and oxorcs^ Uic 
ho|)Q Uiat every true Nationalist in the country would op|)Ose it tooth and imiL 


Resolntlons 

The Conference adopted a resolution reiterating its bpinion that, despite the 
diversity of rdigions, India was an indivisible unit both geograt^hically and 
i)oliticaUy, that the economic aud |H>litical interests of all the i^idcs residing in 
India w'cre irommoii, and that any partition of the <*ountry was hoiiiul to create and 
accentuate constant friction between the various «*ommunitics, leading to internecine 
wars and consequent exposure to foreign aggresBion. 

The resolution cliaracteriscil the Pakistan scheme as iinpatriotiF,. fantastic, 
imprac'ticahle and fi-aiight with grbat flaiigcrs to tlie iiolitical, social and economic 
progress of the coiintrx. . 

The Conferenc'c further exj>rt«sed the view that tlie Pakistan scheme was but 
the logical culmination of the divide and rule )H>licy pursued by tlie British ralem 
of this country, and warned them against i>cri)etrating the greater crime el 
aupiiorting it. 

The resolution was move<l by Master Tara Singh, the AkaB leader, mnl 
SHUliorteil by prof. Abdul Mniid Khan. Rai Bahadur Mehr Chaod Khaniia of 
Pomawar ahd Srr Hokal i'haiid Nurang. a former Minister of the Paniab. 



The National Liberal Federation of India 

TweutjT'third Seaiilon— -Mndnif^SStb. Decanbar 1941 
TiIE^’KESIPKNTIAI. ADf)fl£ii6 


Tlia Twmj t-hinl Session of the Xationnl Liberal Federation of India com- 
menrad its Uiiee dava' sitting in Kfisikti Uanjiui Snbha Hall.'Mylapore, Madras on 
the .:9ili. Daeaaibar lt41 iiiuier tiic presidtMu*}' of Sir Bijoy Prasad SinftJi Roy^ Ki- 
Minster, (woveriimeiii of Reiij^al. ^ 

Sir Bijoy Prwuid snid that the Libcritl Federation had a noble tradition and 
a rii*h record of aerni'c inni ha<I n part io piny in sliapini;; the |H)litieal 

deHiiiiy o( India. * We shall be nt ravin.; away from a corrcv*t perspei'lire if a 
l>elief ever ^oiiia groitiid liiat the Liberal Federation has played out its role and 
that it should now make room for intolerant faetionai or;;nnisaiioiis.’' They were 
meeting; under the shmiow of a HeriotiK dani:;er of foreign, a^Kr^BBion to their 
oaiintrx. The Japanese menace whieh had been threatening^, India and Burma for 
the last several months had ai last eome on them. l>efcnec Of the motherlaud was 
their first and foremost eoiicorn. 

After paying a tribute to />/•. Bairn Iranafh Tatjnre. “who was the most 
tmwcrfiil libcralisinK at;cnt in the realm of thought”. Sir C. Y. Chintamani 
and Sir Bijoy Chand Multtaa, A/ainirnJnahinija of' Burdwan, whose death 
oeciirrod in the last year, the President went on to disiMiss the |H)litical situation 
ill the country. “The primary puliuenl cpiotion is: how to preserve the democratic 
method in the political system of the eonntry. The sitiiation in our country is 
worsened by the ap|>eals made by extremists who are impatient of democratic 
conditions. We arc faced with a situation where the political party formulatea 
principles or fiolieies in advance of publi<.‘ iliseiissions and refuses to compromise 
uinlcr any eirciirostances. The miiltiplieity of parties aaii groups in our coiiutr? 
shows that the spirit of co-oporntion and eoinpriimiso is inadequately developecf. 
The Constitution Aet of in its working:, ^ives ns a t:linii)se into the trends 

of the pany«i;ovcriimeiit in India. It does not au^ur well for tlie future. When 
the elections under the new Ooiistiiution Act w etc foudit, it was found .that the 
Confuress Party came out generally successful at the and In seven provinces 

they obtained majorities to their credit. The Congress Parly did not fail to exploit 
their splendid electoral victories to the strengtbeiiing of their t>OBitioii. and they 
could easily extract nii asaiirnnce from Ilia Kxcellcney the Viceroy that there 
would lie no undue interference with ilicir administraiion. They accepted Ministry. 
Rut it is striking that in the matter of fonnniioii of Ministry and in pursuit of 
Ministerial work, tlie Congress Party showed a definite leaning towards fascist 
nielhuds. They did not take in into account that the peculiar^ conditions of the 
country, arising from communal electorate and ditlereiit iniiiorily interests, ruled 
out the ease for one party government. They reeruitcil Ministers from their owh 
party ; they abandoueu other iiartica and even refused their cO'Oiieratioii. 

‘’As a political theory, n hoiiiogeiipous cabinet with unity of purpose if 
efTective and useful, but ns a political strategy it led to disastrous results. All 
Other iioii-Congress parties felt that under the Congress regime ih^ bad uo access 
to power, nor sboiild tney he given any opportunity to serve. Frankueos requires 
it to be stated that if the Congress Ministry had been thrown piien to the members 
of Uie iioii-Congress Hindus and Muslims, their adniiiiistrntion could not have 
left lacerated feelings in any section of the community so os to create political 
animosities and antagontams of eo acute a tyjie as is found in non^Gongreos 
organisations, 'fhe Oongrest threw political wisdom to the winds and hofSged 
abstract political theories, which, in practical politics, proved * a great hoodiMp. 
If the Congress could i^ontinue in power, they might have mown down oppoaitkm 
to a considerable extent. But again iii obedience to abstract reasoning (hey left 
their tKMitioiis of ^vsiiUge. Krery nationalist will deplore the Oongresi going out 
of power at the dictate of barren idealism.** 

The President then traced the genesis of the new Conatittitioo Act of 190ft 
and said that the time-toble in the instolment of reformt in India was to 
disappointing and irritating that the country woe cosily thrown into a eawldm 
of discontent due to a tcnie of frustration. It ihowed a total lock of inogioatta 
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OB tliB pnri of the Brltiib. Kr Kioy Pnitd explained how the teehnimie of 
oooetltatlonalirai niiet be enplojed in the circumetaneee of India. **Wt BDoold 
be fOfimed by the objeetife coiidttiooe of the coiintrr. I feel that oar policieal 
etraixle. to be dTeelife and fraitfol, mutt more around the orbit of eomtitii- 
Uoofitam : it moat eeiae erery fantage of power for further conqaeet of the 
State machinery.’* 


A CovenTITTIONAL COHVBITIOX 

*Tn eober realiem, tSe tranaferenee of poVitieal Mwer to Imlia can only take 
fdaee through the eonaent of the Britiah nation. Beraiiae, in theory, the Imperial 
Parliament la the aole Conatitiient Aaaembly of the Britiah Kmidre. Alt thb 
doea not rule out the wreating of political power or the ereation of pro^ 
aanetiona for achieving the deaired ijolitical goal, if tlic political ayatem ia to be 
aiiited to the new needa and demanda of the eouniry. It muat Ije faahioued by 
Indiana theiueelvea. Hiatorically, a Coiiatititcnt Aaaembly la convened to frame 
the conatHutlon of a new atate and ia uiidcratood to be committed to tlirce baaie 
Mtulatea ; (1} it la a aovereign body ; (2) it la to function on the free will of a 
free peofde ; (3) ita deeiaiona ate final. 6uf*h a coneetA of the Conatituent Amembly 
ia related to the phenomenon of revolution. But in .our country the ob|eetivt 
oonditiona being diiTerent, the ConNiHuent Aaaemidy ahonid meet aa a conatituent 
convention, and in order that the OoiiatHiitioit framed may be rdaled to the 
demanda of the new aituationa obtaining in the eouatrr, the convention ahonid 
derive ita powera from the ficople. Hut the Convention elected for the definite 
purpoeea of drafting the fundamenthl Inwa of the ronntr}', ehoiild neither be 
unwieldy ; nor abould it be made a party question to eatabliah the atiprema^ 
of a particular party. Situated an wc arc, wc aufier from certein limhatioua in 
the matter of election of National Convention. 'J‘he coniitry has not up till now 
gone through the training of univeraal franchise ; the polltkal immatuiity of the 
ordinary voters will be evident from the high percentage of llUtcracy in the land. 
In the cireumstancee, the national Convention for the aneclfte pnrpoee of drafting 
the eonetitntion ehould coneist of a amall liody of people elected either the 
executives of the different political organiaations of the conntry or by the pronncial 
l^islatures on the basis of proportional representation. 11uMe who are revolving 
round Uie orbit of Communal Award and deriving imlitical imfiortanee therefrom 
would naturally view with diefavoiir any democratic proposal for the framing of 
India’s future constitution. But this much they ahouhl concede that a majority 
decision, at least on matters not afiecting their fundamental rights, ehould not 
be resisted. The National Convention should cease to exist after ite allotted taafc 
is gone through. On the analogy of the l>oi»iniona, the Coneiitutioit ae framed 
by the Nattonal Convention, may receive the imprimatur of approval by the 
mvinolal or Central Legist aturea before ratification by the British Parliament. 
Under ^e prceeiit conditions, the authority and the initiative for iiimnKming a 
National Convention lie with the Government of India, and ultimately with the 
British Government, but the demand for such a Convention can be adambrated 
by the different political parties and the provincial Icgielaturee." 

Turning to the Fakietan movement, the President said : '"Jlie Pakistau 
movement, as propagated by the Muslim League, ia a challenge to the liindamental 
unity running through the whole continent of India ; it Is a repudiation of the 
unity of purpose which uiiderliee the external miiliitudinoue ramificalione of 
aoelety, it encourages an attitude towards life where emphaeie is placed ou diff* 
ereneea and inoompatibilitiee in scorn of the impulse of cohetion. llie Fakietan 
movement la undernoormlc as it periietuates the two-nation theory in the politicel, 
economio and aooial planet. Ilie true way to maintalQ Hindu-Moslem imity la 

* '*^ ^*'" . . Hindu* 

bull 
the 


aee^ing due reapeet to Uie true diatinctness of the different perta.’ Hiii 
Imlem friendship la to be viewed not aa a mere device for political neceeaity I 
as ^t Rabindra Nath Tagore etreeeed. *tt is lor the take of our humanity, 
the full growth of our soul that we must turn our mtud towards the ideal of 


the full growth of our soul that we must turn our mtud towards the ideal 
•pbitnal unity of man.’ 

Failure of reforms 

*lt Is a eonatitntional tragedy of the higheat kind that the Oovernnmnt of 
India Aet 19^ which granted a federal form of Ooveraineat, could only be 
died to the provimma whereat OmUsI Qovernmmit mtinued to be in the 
‘ at of the Reforms of 1919. Provincial antonomy wUhont tho iategrating 
al tho OoBtw was Inconi^imSi Wilk an ImspoBslHs 


JhnnnMsi 
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in the Oente Prorineial AqIooobij incensed provineinl Monsice end 
Intndmd dsMBli of didntcgfition inTolfing sn ssanuli on the funoninentid nniiv 
of Indik The deeentnlisinjg influence of iiro'ineiel tutonomjr wm comidiMta 
^ ^ bnrge of the Indian ConatituUon wee towed to tbe Comnnnnl 

Awu^ With seen n handicap, no conatitniionnl mnehinerj can function smoothljr 
ud cfoBctiTely. 1 do not criticiae the Award eo nueli in tlie niatter of allotment 
w , althoni^ in a democratic form of government votes are counted and not 
weiicfae^ as 1 do In the matter of repudiation of the prlneinle of eitiaeoibip. We 
are under tbe Award not so many eiiisens owing allegtanee to t^ mother country 
to M iMurned to tbe I^islatures by our countrymen, but we shall have to remain 
confined in the compartment of religion for electoral and legislative purposes. The 
fatinre of tbe present Constitution is evident from the rdeaae of the forces of 
regression. The country is, therefore, imimtient for ngw eflectivoi political 
reformt. 

*It is true that there is the promise of the British Government to tbe grant 
of Dominion Status of tbe Westminster variety within the shortest period of time 
after the conclusion of the war. 'J'bere is no donbt that we libenla stand for 
Dominion Status, na contemplated by the SUtutc of Westminster, 1231. It ie 
dllRciilt to forecast wbat order will emerge out of the (»reeent mighty eoiiflict of 
competing ideas. After the war. the Statute of Westminster may undergo changes ; 
and the nature of Dominion sovereignty may be auiiably modified to itrengtben 
the enduring character of the Commonwealth. With tuis we are not at preaent 
concerned, 'ihe Federation should claim for India the attainment of the status 
and funcUona of tlie Dominions within a brief and definite period after the termin- 
nliOB of the war. I would, therefore, urge that there must be an unequivocal 
laelanlion by the British Government that after the war India shall no longer 
oe tientod as a dependency and that our constitution shall give ut the same status 
and powers at that of any otter unit of tbe Biiliah Commonwealth. If tbo 
Dominton Status is hedged round with restrictions and safeguards interfering with 
the foil play of the functions of responsible Government, the Federation must 
stand np to resist them. No cabinet dictatorabip should be iiiatalled with an irro* 
Bsovnble Eseeutive ns the guiding spirit. 


VaOUK GONDiriOHS 

'*Ths mere pledge of Dominion Status does not inspire enthusium amongst our 
oonntrymeo benuse it is fastened round with three vsgne ronditlons: (1) there is no 
definite time limit at the end of which die pledge will be redeemed ; (2) the transfer 
of political _powers should be consistent with certain hiatoric and other obligations 
which the British Government have towards India ; (3) the right of self-determin- 
ation will be conceded in the event of agreement amongst Indians themselves. 'Jlils 
Ihrse-fold brs^ emphasised in tbe recent declarsiions of the Viceroy and the Secretary 
of State for India has rendered the pledge illusory and incapable of being redeemed. 
IIm history of Bridah rule in India la strewn with many n broken pledge, and 
thoy have nononred such pledges only when the Indian national demand proved 
ineKornble. It is n sad comment on British ststesrosnsbip. The declaration 
by the British Prime Minister that the Atlantic Charter so far it relates to the 
rtgki of all peoples to choose tbe form of Government under which they will live, 
will not be applicable to India has disappointed Indians greatly, and it has 
dfwnyri- their suspicion that Great Britain is not sincere about her war aims 
sod in her declarations that this struggle is for the creation of n new world order 
and lor the vindication of Democracy. 

The VicnoY's Codmcil 


*1h6 Liberal Federation has recognised that the present time is, not 
'fifiiigi^inl- for bargaining, though India’s grievances are profound and many, 
ana It apeeificnlly naked that tbe ’Central Government shonld lie so reconstroetod 
as to have by eonvention a fully national character’ and *the British Government 
shottkl not ordinarily intertere with any policy that baa tba support of such an 
Eseeutive and the Ceotrnl Legialnture. All this could be done within the 
limitntione of the Gonstittttion Act of 1935. Bnt the dornand for poliiical reformt 
during the pedpd of war met with routine answers from the Viom md BeereUry 
of Btato. Iht^ne pledge of Dominion Status was recalled and everything 
wee after the war la no indefinite manner. The efieetive part of Ihe 

reply was ths espaaaion of tba Viceroy’ll Council wit^t intn^i^mc Uj^u m 
skSmt of reapooilblUty to the country. 1 do not deny that Ills Eiccifeiicy tlit 
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Vieeroj hti got • team of able individoala in tbe expanded OonncU. Abilitj loaee 
ili effeetlTeneia in the barren channel of non-reepoiitibility. MoreoTer, tbe policy 
la esecnted in a balf-bearted way. The portfolios of Defence and Finance should 
also have been entrusted to non*oflicial Indians, enjoying tbe confidence of tlie 
country. If the Viceroy’s Council is fully replaced 1^ responsible non-officials 
and if the rule of collective rcmiisibility without undue interference with the 
policy adopted by the Executive Council are stressed and followed, public con- 
fidence might be slowly established. The sooner the present dvarchical arrange- 
nent in the Exe>*utire Council is removed, the better for all concerned. 1 am 
sore that the Indian members of tbe Council will soon realise the difficulties of 
working under such a system and will feel greatly handicapped by tbe presence of 
colleagues who are neither responsible to the {teople nor are in a position to 
approach important issues from the national iM)int of view. 

Painciplb OF Functional Representation 

The Communal Award, we have found, strikes at the basis of citisenship. 
Rights of citisenship are derived from the fact tliat citizens arc membera of society. 
Tito scheme of the Communal Award is 'sirniig on a different note : the common 
Ilfs la aubordinated to the communal life ; the social well-toing is sacrificed to group 
intereats. Tbe Liberal Federation cannot but fight for tbe rights of citisenship. 
The conception of citizenship, it must be noted, is a functional one. We possess 
rights as mesns of achieving social welfare. Our rights are related to functions, 
and they are to be respected by the mate because of their social implications. If 
this modem sociological approach is accepted, it will to found that functional 
reprecentation in the legislature should to accepted as the alternative to communal 
representation. It is cofiteiidcd by critics that functional representation is a 
reactionary move. They forget that the functional theory of right is the heart of 
the modern concept of the i^late. The method of representation is to be judged 
by the test if the free will of citizens is reflected in the legislature. It is an 
erroneous contention tliat functional representation will bring together a miscella- 
neous group of representatives, eager for advancing their occupational intereats. 
Representatives are not exi^cted to act as mere delegates and vassals ; they are es 
much interested in social welfare as the representatives of geographical areas. But 
functional representation has certain merits, espeeially in a counti^ like India. It 
will teach our people that our rights are correlative with functions ; it will do away 
with unwieldv geographical areas ; it will help political coDSciononeas and eropba- 
aiae the need tor organised action.” 

Turning to the problem of defence, Sir B, P, Singh Boy said : *A very large 
portion of Indian revenue is required for military expenditure and it will be most 
unfortunate if the iHilicy of greater Indiaiiisation with consequent reduction of 
British troops and the strengiheiiing of Indian air and naval forces are not pursued 
with zeal and foresight. The present rate of progress in the matter is disappointing. 
The potential resources of the country have not been earefnVIy hiiabanded to 
ooniolidate the land, air and naval forces of India. To-day wo are rich with 
nsources but weak in materials ; our contributions to the succeisfiil prosecution 
of the war on behalf of the Allies are limited by tbe short-sighted policies in 
respect of armament and industrialisation. But in pushing on onr demands, we 
should not forget that the transfer of political power is mors important than the 
question of Indiaiiisation ii the Army. 

A National Army 

*The war has ^ready reached onr frontiers. To stand by and watch the 
vandalism of infamous Aggressors invites disasters on us. Our grievances againet 
British rule are great and grave, but we have a duty to our own country. Wi 
cannot calmly see our country overrun by plunderous hordes. 'J'hia Is not the 
lime to bargain on tbs doctrinal plane, althougn we should not stop impnastog 
the BriUah Governrosut that for fuller utilisation of the willing oo-operetioB el 
India the settling of political accounts is urgent As resUsta, we eanuot msein 
indiflbrent to the need for co-operation In war rffnrti and Tn thn nanrsiltj of 
political adjiiatment I am happy to find that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru afisr his 
rseaut release has made a aignifioaot atatement that io Cha gion^ng ihal eiiola 
there Is also no doubt that the progreaeive forces of Ike worla aia aHgued 
with the group represented by Ruasle, Britala, Ameriee and Otoua, aud lhal ha 
*wiriiad well to the group which contains the progiearive fere^* II Tsriatiifs 
a dcfluila awing of opinion in kvour of ooHipefmtioo and nMial el all impedi* 
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vciiti to oonmon ootion lor a commoa caoie. The war has focoMed oor afetealioo 
on the need lor a National Armj. It has qnirkened our desire for eelf feHaom 
for the growth of national life in all its asitecis. 1 cannot oonelnde mj oheinettone 
on the world-war withont paying our trihute ul respect to the ighlhig 
Indian trom.” 

The President next dealt with the problems of Indiane oreneae and the 
draft Indo-Bnrma aid. Indo-Ceylon Agreements and hoped that Mr. Aac^ 
aaooraaoe that he would get the two agreeamnts modified euttably would he 
implesaented.** 

Teavsfrr op Powbe 

JB conelusion, the President said : “In the sphere of iwlitios the transfer of 
power to Indiana is neeessai^, in the field of economics, primary efforie ^ould be 
the angmentation of aational wealth with equitable distribution amongst sll 
the dyaainie fsetors of production ; in socisl mattere, we ebould rite from the 
slough of listlessnesB snd mnke our society more vigocous snd responsiee. But 
signs ere not wanting that the politics! obicciivs is being neglected in the 
scramble for group-sti premar y ; that economic tegialatlona arc directed towarde 
the growth of claaa aiitagoiiiam without luiyiiig heed to the creation of national 
wealth ; and that aocial apathy and instability are j^erpetnatad by a false concept 
of indifidualiem. We must orercomc the spirit of brooding dissatisfecUoii that 
prevails in the country. 1 feel that the time is high for an active rally around 
the flag of conatrnctive nationalism for the attainment of our objectives. 1 trust 
the Fmiation will keep this in mind. Ilamle Mataram." 

Beaaltttlooa— 2nd. Day—Madraa— 27th. Bseember Ifil 

Ban of Mauasabha. Oomdbmnbd 

A resolution condemning the action of the Bihar Government in banning 
the Hindu Mahaaabha Session at Bhsgalpur was adopted at lo-day*s session of 
the Federation. 

Condolence retolutioiis touching the death of Sir C. Y. Chiiitamanl. Dr. 
Rabindranath Tagore, the Malisrajidhirajs of Bard wan and Messrs. S. P. Basil 
of Calcutta and S. B. Gokhale of Nagpur were moved from the chair and adopted, 
all delegates atanding. 

llie Jtt, Hon, Sfinivasa Sastri then moved the following resolution on the 
happenings at Bhegalpur. 

**Tlie National Liberal Federation of India deeply deplores the turn that 
things have taken regarding the session of the Hindu Mahssahha that was to 
have been held in Bbagalpur. 'I'he ban placed on it by the Bibar Government 
ia a denial of one of the fundamental rights of citixciiahip for which there was 
no juatificaiion in the cin ametancea. 'J'hc Federation bolds that it was the 
duty of the Bihar administintion to afford protection ‘ to a lawful meeting of 
citizens from any apprehended inolcstatioii or cliatiirbance. The Federation con- 
demiis emuhoticaily the aibiirury action of (he (lovernmeui Uiat has driven the 
President of the Hindu Mahaiiabha and many distinguished members of it into 
an ezccedingiy difficult situation in which tlicy have by their conduct earned 
the sympathy and reapect of their connirymeii.’* 

Tlie resolution, Mr. Sasfr/ar said, was wordcil in mild terms and his speech 
should also be similarly worded. Beni and broken ns he was by age. his sluggish 
blood, he found, ran somewhat swiftly as he movKl the resolution. 1'he ordinary 
rule waa that iieople must be assisted by the (iovernment to |)erform their lawful 
duties and ezercise their lawful rights. Where a distnrlienee of such exercise was 
possible, Uie Government, if it was fore-warned, should slso forearm Itself end 
provide the neccsssry nasistaiu^e to those wishing to ezercise their rights. *Jn 
certain cases, he admitted, it might not be |»ussible to prevent a disturbance or 
hold it in check aiifliciciitly to let the exercise of the lawful right and in siieh 
abnormal cases the law fiermittcd the |>olice to liaii a lawful niertiiig and let the 
diaturbers of public |icace prevail for the time being. Huch . cases however were 
rare, at any rate, should be fare where vigilance waa conimnii in Uie protection of 
people employed in the lawful oceiiiiaiioiis. 

Mr. then narrated Uie events culniinaling in the arrests of Hindu 

Mahasahba leadero and said that the action that Mr. Ksvarkar and other leaders 
took merited the approbation of all lndc|icndcnt and honourable eitiaeiie tloud 
epplenee). Mr. Bavarker was *'a man of i>eace" and he decided that three daye 
bcfoie the Bekrid, the Mahssabba should conclude iu a ess ion e, thue effoidiag ea 
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intiml long enough to let pueiione enhehle end the eitj lull into ite muni Mod: 
Tlii% howerer, did not entiiif j the kK»t edmittieintion enct it dectcied to ben the 
meeting until tliiogo should settle down. i. f.» nniil the 0th Jennary. Mr. Serarknr’s 
iialietiai was exhausted. The speaker said he was not well aiquainied with Mr. 
Bavarker and had met him only dims at *'mie of those iiifrin^taotis iwGifieatory tea^s 
organised by bir Cliimanlal ^fetalvsd.** On that orreution he had expected to see a 
genUeman penrerse. obstinate mid loud but found **a ihin -looking ouiet Maharashtra 
ehap apeaktng slowly and didiberately, seldom raising his voLw and always apparen- 
tly in full iKWScasion of his mind and knowing ixsnly what he waiitra.” In hit 
talk there was nothing to remind one of his nniuirallelcd experiences. Uis life was 
narked by the gieatsst haidskiiis and considerable smoiint of what might be 
called **undsaerfed fieiMcutinn.^ There was no note of bitterness in his siiecch, 
noUiing oertsiuly snti-Uovemmeat or snti-Brittsb. Mr. bastri said lie at once 
eoneeired a great admiration for tlie man and his own estimate of the person lisd 
been confirmed by Mr. KhTsrksr^ behaviour during this trying episode. For, 
Mr. Snvnrknr did sll* he could to see that the matter passed oiT quietly and the 
Mshsssbba was allowed to exercise its unquestioned right of meeting. He gave 
DO oifenes whatever so far aa Mr. Sastri could see. 

*11icre migjii be differcncea of oniiiion as to what he should hare done in the 
eireamstnnees’*, Mr. Satiri said, ^'btit ! am one of tiiose who hold that upon 
the whole Mr. bavarhsi’h conduct and Uiat of his ?oJt(*agitcs merits the spprobstioo 
of all indkpendent and hoiiocirable citizens. 1 do not iliiiik they could bare done 
Ins’*. M^.. Saztri tlmii dratt with the piquant situation that followed the aircat of 
many eminent delegates iiiclndiiig Dr. H. T. Mookerjee, a Bliuister of Bengal and 
said that the Admhitstratiun of Hthar had raisc^d mom tro<il»le by trying to 
prevent the meeting thmi they would have bad to face if they had allowed it to 
eontinue. The lo>*mi Mtislim communtiy had, to add to the cuniplicatioii. ezpresaed 

sympathy with the organisers of the Mshasabha and at least a section of 
them ^ned tu the liartal organisod as a demonstration against the setiou of tlte 
adtelnistrstioB. The Muslim cummtiiiity did not welcome the stamp of disturbers 
of pniblls mssiingt that was sought to be nut upon, them by the Administration 
nndr. mnouiioed Hist they were certainly not the fnnalicsl or irresponsibls set of 
eitlasus they were rtmiesenled to be. *Jlis news of the holding of a mcetiiig inside 
the isHs under the enslrmsnsliip of *our irrepreKsibie frieuu, Dr. Iloonie** and tbe 
pamiwg of a number of resmutions at that meeting and soother meeting held at 
Blmgsmr by tbe delegates prurided further '^exlru-ordinsry news.** 

It there was the smallest iuitificatioii for the Rtbar iroveriirocnt*t spprehen* 
sisnt, Mr. 8 a 9 tri said they ■houhl have' received some sort of confirmation as ilie 
mw tt »g^ were held and tbs resolutions, were lierng pssMd. But it did not appear 
lhail tlm loesi Muslim community w'ss ni* the leant disturbed nor did they go any- 
re near those osscroble<i si tlie meeting. 

It^ therefore, appeared to him that wiiliout proper reasons, thb Bihsv 6o- 

meot sot about doing **tbis i^erfeelily itregnisr and arbitrary act*’ of prevenihig 

tbs sxsrcise by citiaens of their ri^ts. 

Beferring to a possibis objmiiow that the Liberal Federation, as a nou-ooiu- 
muusi organisation, could not coiiaider such rcsuhiiiont, Mr. Uaatri said that U was 
true that the Federation bad so farikioeiio mote than wai(*h such happeuiags **moat 
Interestedly and most oonccraedly'*; but mutters had now gone too far. Time after 
tinst, tblugs of Uiis kind bad tam place, and, within his knowledge, exteuding to a 
fairly considerable period, **tlie suierera and victims have always bKii one eommu* 
ait^.^ Without tbe Icsat hesitation, the Fcdcrattoii siionld act similarly if and 
whea fallow eitisens of tJbt other comm unities^ Muslims or Cliristisiis er Parsia, ||o| 
Into a serspe of this kiiul lliey would not Uien. he was sure, be behmd-hsud In 
goiqt to their rcecu4 and support. But, so far as he rould see, this statemeot waa 
not Rkely to be put to teat : for no Government would or wns likely to taka such 
sstioD. At any rsle* that was the i>revsiluig belief amongst Uicm. ^ While we are 
willing,'* Mr. Sesiri said, "to stand by any community whose exercise of lawful 
rights IS called into question, we cauiiot hmd our handii and watch while the Hindu 
cosamuiiity la treated in thia way.** 

In laimeaa to the Muslim community of Blisgalpiir. Mr. Sautri added, they 
did not eeem to have then or now by their conduct given the slialiteti room hur 
tha ^^t hed^ bronght^ about the ^|irmit_ awkward sitwatiqn. Mr. tiaatri 

Ism than 

kaowiato 


that had brought about urn preaciii awkward Mtwation. Mr. baatrl 
he view that Hr. Bevatkar and his ctdleagiice could not have done any 
they did so. Some might ask whetber the Federation eupported, 
and deliberately, the action of tha llNidu Mahaeabba deiegalaa ia 
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dfiobniac Iht. lanr&l cute of te Bite Oofwmmmt llw moinkioo loid tel 
tlMW leateo kod bf their condooi iomod **te ■yaqiotliy and laapaot** of thair 
eooatrjoian< ll did not uae any alnmo or inapivopriato laiHraafEO. For hit 
om part, ho would so further ; but, the Federation had alwaya bean known for 
ita BMderatkm both in langnaice and eoniinet. Ha woold not date eonvlt it to 
anything ateiger. He eommendad the reaolutiou aa being in Ita wording appro* 
prude and in keeping and aa not oomniUting the Fbdemtioii in fntnie to any 
eoniaaof oondnet which night be eoneidml either in the nature of genern 
tmeolenoe oa diaobedlenee of a lawful eonnand* 

Otoneliiding, Mr, 8n%i9a§a Saiiri aaid that he waa alwaya diepoaed to allow 
for the difllcaltiea of thoee who held charge of the haafy portfolio of law and 
orte. li waa alwaya a dificnit and a ?ery l^ing charge. Very often, it might 
baaoBM neeaeaary for them to nee force— and they were at perfect liberty to net 
it aa and to the extent It might become ncceaaary. But in the urn of thia fSoree 
the offioera> of the Qoremment had to we that te citaraeter and the habita of 
the populatioo tl^ were in charge of were all led into pro|wr cbannela, **If 
they exeroiae their fitneiiona opoii cu<*h ocoaaioiia in aneh a way that the diatarbere 
of public meetinga,. the men who threaten to miabchare, arc enconraged while 
thoee who aobmit to order and who are generally mild are penallaed,— If that 
kind of thhig hapfiena often— then the potiticai edm^ation of the ciUxena takca a 
wroog torn. People learn the niifertunate leaaoti that rebellion will pay and tel 
hdbillmi aubmiMion to order will not meet wtib pro{)er reward”. Hr» Snatii 
tecefoBi hoped that those in authority woubi xi|;:ard theae worda aa *^Mnndly 
adhte** and exereiw authority 'in defeuee of tlie right and not in defenea of 
te WBOBg’* (Che^. 

Bit Cowaaji Jehangir aeeonded the reaoliition which waa aopported by De. 
F. Fm ^arauipye andeaniad niianitnonaly. 

FAKDTAn Co«DBkl9BO 

Mr. £• Vinayaka Mow mored the f^dlowiiig refolution; 

**nie National hibeial Fcdemrioii ef India it an»phaiically oppoaed to any 
idea of diriding ladia into PakUtaii and Hindustan on communal baaia. Bueh 
a divinion in te opinion of Urn Federation ia antUaational, inimical ta nolty 
and edbeaion of India and entail# the danger of dialntegnting the natiomi nnita 
rcnnlilng in complete diariiptioa of the imtion.** 

Mr. FtnayaAa Rao at tbe ootwt pointed out that the Lilierala cHd not want 
to admit political claimi baaed on comronnal grounds. He aiao rfferiud to te 
fact that at every atage of coiiatitutional progress the Muslim demaada were being 
put up higher aad higher. He next analysed the Pakistan acheme aa explabicd 
in the reaolutiona of the All-India Mualim League, and raid that it waa unwark* 
able and harmful even for tiie Muaiima themaelven The beat aafagnarda for all 
eommnnities would be an Ail-India Federal Constitution. Pakistan waa n mirage 
which alionid not be pursued any longer. 

The resolution was put to the House and carried. 


OppoemoN TO Commuital Elbctoratbb 


Mr. If. D. Altokar moved tbe last rraolution on the order paper for te 
day. The rcaolntion affirmed that the aim of India's political evolution abonld be 
democracy not based on considerations of race, or creed ; that the Fedarntloii 
waa opposed to the permanent exiateiice of communal electornlea and the pieaant 
communal award and that, aa it would not be praetteable to effect tbe nfiorme 
immediately, steps slionid be uken to eliminate separate oommunal elcetorntee 
by the creation of. joint clectoratea with reserved seats for a definite period. 

A good deal of the mischief that had assumed dangerous forma to-day. the 


•penker raid, eonid be traced to the introduction of seperaie electorates. This 
eyetem bred a eertnin amount of religtoua and eredal fanaticlam aa a raeoU of 
which nationaUsm tuffered. la a country where natlonallam bad to bo evolved 
ont of varioue elements, there was grave danger Co that objeetive In having a 
ayetem whieh save prominence to race and religion and not to natlonallam. Tha 
FedemtioD eonid not disavow damoernoy althongh that Ideal wee belDg naenUed oa 
nil tides and Mr. Ckurckill bimaelf wonld not take India witk him In bis figh^ 
for that ideal. Separate eleeiorntes militated egniaet daaaoerasy and te hihMiy 
development of demoemtie iBstitnCiooe and natkmMiam. 

pul to te House nod 
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RE40LirriBii ON THE Wae 

Sir ChimanUi Stiealvad moved Uie firei reaolntion^oii Ihc W^r io-dey wbkh 
wMHit folloire : 

'**Tbe Netional UberAl Federetioa Of India feela ilut Uit' war of ONgreMion 
•Uried by Nazi GeioMny, supported by Faiciat Italy and Imperial 3 avMin baa 
provA to be a great menace to freedom, .peace and traiaiiiillity in tbe wodd. The 
F^eisatioii ia of the opinion that Che forces of progreaa and jnsliee in this 
eoofliat are represented by ihe Allied i'oiaers such as iGreat Britain* America, 
Soviet Russia and China. 

***!Bie Federation feels that the present Fast War situation has hroaght 
India into the front line of the ootifliot and therefdre appealK both to the 
•Qovernment and the people to view the eitimhon reHlisticiCHy, and inobiUae the 
fmovatsm of the country in nten and mmcrial, to protect the lives of ladia^B 
tesoning millions from the imteincnt dan^r tvhii h threatcim the country. Ai 
the same time it feels that the unity beiwr;(Mi the tioverurneui and tlie uopk 

reqaired.for the necessary effort will not !>« jK)«fiii>le nnhits a new psychologieid 

atmosphere is created by a ebantan in the txdicy of ills Mujest/s Govemmeut 
towanis India, which is urgently oalled for.** 

Sir C'kttnanlal said that riie country was now passing tlirough very ausioas 
times. With liie entry of Jai^i into the war, danger had come to the very door 
of India. One never knew, but any of the towns of India might be attacked at 
any time by sea or air. It seemed to him that the people had not yet awakened 
to toe seriouiJiesH of the situation. We were siid quarrelling amongst oiirselvea, 
debating Fakistmi, separate electorates and liidiaue in Burma wlien Barmans 
were ruoning away from Burma. He felt that these quostious should be put in 
cold storage for toe time being and realising the real gravity of the situation we 
should take immediate measures such as we could to defend our country. 

**‘rh« virtual dictator of tlie great political party of India’*, the speaker 

continued, was preaching non-violence tiuder any circumstanoes and asking his 
countrymen to allow themselves to be slaughtered by toe enemy if he should 
come India and offer him no rcsibiaiK^e. Other people were taking the cue 
from ibis *’great dictator of a great imlitical party.” *J'lie BombAy Corporation, 
for instance, bad not taken A.U.T. nicastires with regard to the thousands of 
oliildren in the Corporation acbools of that eiiy and had done nothing to protect 
the water-supply or provide alternative roeaiia for such Hupply. I'here were others, 
who talked of mdcpcndence, dominion status and what not, and were trying to 
make a bargain that if Britain declared iiute|)ei)denee, India might join the war. 
All these people, he feared, did not realise tlie situation. Our interests, Sir 
Ohimanlal said, were iHitind up with the interests of Kngland ; if England sliould 
fall, what would happen to India, and the Ulk of dominion status, independence; 
Paklstau and all too rest of it ? All that would be in the melting pot. llie 
resolution therefore apfiealcd to the people to do all they could to join the war 
effort in order to save their wives, children, home and property and country. 
Unless this war was won, India would have a very bad time indeed. 

Sir Ohimanlal said that he was not, however, unmindful that Britain 
had behaved badly, towards India in the past. If Britain bad fitted na (or 
defence and tmst^ us, to-day Iitdia wonhl have raised forces consisting of 
millions that would defend not only Itidia, but the commonwealth and Britain 
heraelf. But regrettable to aay, British (toveniinent had not done that 'Ibey 
bad not industrialised India in the manner in which they should have done, 
in which ease India would^iave been the real arsenal of the Commonwealth. 
While toe indictment could legitimately bo levelled by us against Britain, for 
the moment we have only to temember that all controversies in the face of the 
preaent menace had to be put into cold storage and that we have to work togetoer 
to defend our countrymen, our property and homes. In doing so we would not 
be obliging Britain, but defending our own country. White the resolution made 
this appeal, it also called upon toe British Government that in order that the war 
lATort 111 India may be intensified, and that the i^eople might get entbosiatic, it 
was necessary for the Government to make a proper gesture and ensure to India 
by definite promises and acts that at toe end of the war the position of India 
In too Commonwealth would be one of perfect equality with every other domioioii 
and with BriUin herself. He oommen^ea toe resolution for tMk aeoeptanoe. 

ISie resolution was then put to toe Honse and carried. 
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Sir P, 6 Sivaswami Aiyar moved the resolution reUting to the conitilation 
for Isdim : 

'The Notional Liberal Federation of India protests against the Prime Minister'a 
speech escluding India from the scope of the Atlantic Charter and the recent 
s p eec h es of Mr. Amery and Lord Linlithgow reitemtHig the determination of Hie 
Miqeet?% Government to make no change in their policy towards India. 

"The Federation while re^rding the recent espiuision of the Vieeroy's 
Eieentive Oouncil by the appointment of additional Indian members as a stem In 
the r^t direction, considers it as entirely inadequate , to meet the needs of the 
aitnation. It is of the opinion that the Central Government should be so 
leoonstmcted as to have a fully national character. The Execiitix'e Council sbonld 
consist entirely of non-otfioial Indians who should take charge of all portfolioe 
indoding those of Defence and Finance. The roconstnicteil (Tovernment ihould 
deal with all questions of policy on the basts of joint responsibility, and the British 
Government should not orainarily interfere with any policy that has the support of 
the Indisnised Executive and the Central Legislature. 

'Tn regard to ail Inter-Imiterial and International matters the rceonatrueted 
Government should be treated on the same footing as Dominion Governments. 
The Federation further demands that in order to remove the doubte and 
apprabentions that have been created as to the geniiineMss of the intentioiia of Hie 
llaiesly*! Government regarding the future constltutioiial status of ladiai it should 
be immediately declared that India will enjoy the position of equality in regard to 
both status and functions with England and the Uominions within a peruNl not 
exceeding two years after the conclusion of the war. 

In the opinion of the Federation, the gravity of the Intemational eitnathm 
makes* the acceptance of the demands put forward above, a matter of urnst 
hnportanee. It is neseisary at this juncture that the Government should take bold 
aoa statesmanlikn steps to bring about a unity between the people and the 
Oovermnent inilhe best interest of both India and England.” 

Far from fatlmg to realise tbe gravity of the situation, said Sir Sivaimami 
Aiyar, the Federation folly realised it and wanted that it should be realised aiailaily 
not merely by* the people of this country but by tbe Government alto. Tbit he 
sai^ was the substance of the resol ntion. which was consequential on the pmvicma 
one. That the gravity of the sitnatioo was fully realised by the people wea proved 
}n the exodus that was occurring in the last few days fiom Calcutta and Htadrae. 
What, however, did not appear to be sufRciently realised was how it should be dealt 
with and whsA steps should be taken in this connection. The rcsolulkm drew 
attention to the mcasiirea which in their opinion were necessary to meet the 
aitnation a8< it had developed. 

After exphuaing the scope and imnlteations of the resolniions. 8ir Hiveswami 
Aiyar said* that at seveml meetings be addressed, tbe question was often asked, 
"You exhort as to 6ght for this country.. Whose country is this V* The question 
might seem foolish but i* rcAected tho^ real feeling in several minds which made 
ite9f audible. It was necessary that all )>eople aboutil be maile ta»fsel that in 
fighting in this war, they, were really fighting for themselves and their own country. 
It was* neeemary to create a feeling of identity of interest between the people and 
the Gbvernment— he doubted if any ooe would today say that such identity did 
esisb— and the Federation would be jostified iu pointing out tbai conviction of. 
suck unity of interestssceuid he brought about by measures of the ktnd formulated 
in the resolution. The Federation did not ask that the constitution should He 
frmned straightaway. Tbe Federatioa. realised fully that during a war it might not 
be posmbie. The rcsolntioii, therefore, confined itself to a few inmortant matUna, 
could be deals with without any change in the constitution. The Declaration 
of Aagiui 1940 which the authorities were fond of harping at every stage gave 
RveSo to the Muslim community in regard to introduction of responoible 
government and freedom for India ; that was how Muslim spe k eeme n themsalves 
mterpreted it. Though the Government had stated that no change woukl be 
introduced unleso the major communities agreed the Government had themselves 
departed from that attitude aad notwithstanding the failuie of the comaimities 
lo agree, expan<kd the Viceroy’s Council. The resolution suggeated that the notve 
wii a step in the right dbeciion. But, tbe mere trauter of a few harmless 
portfolioe. All the porttolios should lie transferred to Indiaa noo^xfficials. Nothing 
y m il d satisfy the coun^ as to tbe wiillagneas of Uie authorities to tranMm power 
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Oml MtiiB vid ocl 


^ Blht tad We tkl , MQ I*** fag Aa 

Cm MtBiB ai^ ote eooD^M th^ would bo iiiMiBS nrtftdr own Mmo. 
If Britain conld be prevailed upon to*aeeept tbia pdiep Um reaolt woidd be 
narvallooa. 

OTBia Bnoumom 

Six rooolutioBi wore moved from tbe Chair and adopted nnaaimonaly. Urn 
ftiei rceoluUon mmd Indianiaaiion of tbe Gnpply Department, preand on tbe 
Government of India and tbe Provinetal Oov em m ente to fotter the iodoetrial 
devetopment of tbe country and cotabliabaMAt or eapaniion of baaic ofaemieal and 
other indiiatriea under Indian control and mani^^emcat. It further eiprceeed the 
view that afiecial attention ahould be paid to tbe eettliahinent of anall«eeale 
indnetriea. and uraed the takiiis of all poaalble etepa to develop abip-building, 
aircraft, automobilf, locomotive ana other key indnetriea an the country. 

In the aecond reaolution the Federation nriced that the caeee of pemona 
detained under Uie Defence of India Act or under any other apeeial powera of 
the Government ahould be aubmilted to a Conuaittea of High Court Judgea in 
each Province for review, from time to tima 

The Federation eapremed afmiehenaion that the otepa ao far taken l|y the 
Government in organiaiiig civil defence would prove neitber effective nor nde* 
anate and called upon the Goveinmeat to take Immediate and more effimtive 
Maaurea for atrengCheniug the Civil Defence OrmNdeaCioiie in esietenoe and 
^eellad npon all tteople to co-oi^srate fnlly and wholedieMBdIy in the protection of 
'ttieif fienrtha and hoineo. 

The Federation, by another leeolution, expreaaed lie lull eympathy wtlh the 
natnial and legitimale aapiratione of the people of Sji£en Btatea lor civil and 


Govemment aa a prelude to Recponeible Government. 

Ihe next reiolatieo dieapproved of the Joint report of the ludoGaylon 
4elegatione on the gmnnd Hiat it ignored the eoaurances given by O^lon 
ffom time to time to lodiein wf equality of polUical and legal righto ui C^len. 
Tbe reeolution expreaecii ilte raiimatic opinion that Indiana ahould eito the 
nama rigbia aa rwarda free enti j. rarryinK on of buaineaa or foUewing promaatona 
etc. ea citivena of tbe Unified Kingdom. Vo distiiiction abonld be miM legaading 


employment in governmental or quaii-eovernmeiiUl bodiea between ch{idicn m 
peraoM bolding domicile of clioice and tiiiMe bolding eertUicilea of perinaaent 
•etUement and that theae riiould bate the aame righta ea other cltiaene oi 
Ceykm and that Indiana already in Ceylon ahould have nnreetrieted rig)it ef 
entry and freedom regarding mjdoymeBt. 

On tbe lndo-13iirma Jigivcment, the Federation expreaeed tbe opinion fbat 
it wee inoooaieteiit with atatutoiy and other jrdedgee given to India and appealed 
to the Government not to i»sue on Order-ia^Couiicil unleea tbe pact wti aaitaWy 


to the Govemment not to i»sue on Urder-iB*Couiicil unleea tbe pact wta aaitaWy 
modified and iia discriminatory and humHating provisioni rcgardiog lodiane were 
removed. 

E14SCTI0V OF OFnCS-BcAEBi 


The followlag cffice-bearcra were elected for tbe enaniog yiar 
Preeident! bh AJoy Prosud Siapfi Roy ; Vice-Preaidcofs : Sir P. 8. Biveewnmi 
Aiyar. Sir V. V. Cbawdavarkar : Rt. Hon. V. S. SriniveBe Saatriar ; Sir Horopant 
Joahi ; Dr. B. P. Paiauiy|«. ferir Cbimanlal Setalvad. Mr. J. N. Baen, Parat 
H. N. Knurru, Mr. T. IL VenkaUrama Saatri, Sir Ooimajee Jebendr md Mr. 
P. K. Sapru. Seerctariee; Messrs: if. D. Altekar, K, C. Bhamcha and Mibaren 
Chandra Bay. 

The F^eration accepted Uie invitation of Mr. T. S. Oadn, eeeondcd by Mr. 
Mr. P. Kodanaudn Bno. to hold the next annnal aankm at Nagpur. The eewion of 
the Federation wee then dimolved. 


The Non-Party Political Leaders* Conference 

Praaidontinl Addroin— Poonn— tSth. My 1941 


The Non-Pnrty Politicnl Lenders’ Conference commenced nt Poonn on the 96th. 
Jely 1941. Sir Toy Bahadur Sapru, in his presidential address, gave a lead to the 
Oonferenee an to the ntlitnde it should adopt on the problems facing the country. 

Sir Tg Bahadur spoke for sixty minutes and severely criticised the 
Secretary of State and the British Government in regard to their attitude 
towards India’s dematide and particularly, the announcement of the expansion 
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council '‘to ihcet the pressure of work created by 
the war.” Dealing with the allocation of portfolios to the new Indian members. Sir 
TeJ Bahadur iSapru said : ’’The kneaniiig of it is obvious. The three portfolios. 
Defence, Heme and Finance, are portfolios with which power and initiation of 
policy are associated. We resent very strongly, and I think there is hardly any 
Indian who will not resent it, that in regard to the distribution of portfolios, 
Indians should have been dealt with so unfairly. We were particularly anxious 
that the Defence Portfolio should be transferred to us." Sir Tej maintained that 
anyone of ttie eight Indian members was competent enough to hold any of the 
three joortfolioe now withheld from Indian hands. 

The President welcomed the inclusion of these eight Indians in the Executive 
Council of the Viceroy and deprecated any idea of rejection, tie said : *T am 
not a believer in the ascetic idea that we should give up everything. We should 
arise as much power as comes into our hands and ask for more.” 


Tars Biforb thb Nbw Members 

DUonssing the task ahead of the new Executive Councillors, the President 
seid : ”Tlkrir primary task will be to render everv assistance in the prosecution 
of the war, nut while doing so, they cannot foiget the internal situation in the 
country. They will have to bring pressure to bear upon the holdera of tboae 
portfmoa of power which have been withheld from them. a( peaceful conditiona 
Rave got to be rcetored inside the country end the time and energy of the people 
which, at the nreeent moment, ere oeing waited in fruitiest slogans and erica 
mnsl be bameeaed towarde conatruetive work. They will have to advocate and 
prtia for a policy of conciliation. It can be no pleasure to anyone of ua that 
many tboneandi of our countrymen ahould be in jail. It is true that they have 

E ne to jail becauae they wanted to go to jail, they were obliging enough to gw to 
I, but I atill maintain that in the exiating conditions no Government can aBbrd 
r a long time to defy or ignore the preeeure of public opinion in this matter, 
and whatever may. ne my views with regard to the Satysgraba Movement— >1 am 
a eonflrmed tinner In that respect — I do noid very strongly that to long as 
tboniandt of men are in jail, so long will the Indian mind be diverted from 
eooatruotive channels to fruitless cbsnnris. It will be up to the members of the 
now Exscutivs Council to discuss ibis (|nestiioo with thenr colleagues snd do their 
best to restore normal peaceful oondstion. I have no doubt that they are men 
stremg enough to do it A mere expreeeion of hope by them will not da What 
it neceMsry is that %3ae who are now going to the Kxcentive Council ahould 
interest thsmssives in thif matter.” 

The Preaident referred to the appointment of a separate Minister in the United 
Kingdom to deal with matters connected with reconstruction of society after the 
war and said that limilarly thd work of reconstruction in India should be taken in 
hand j reeonatrucliOQ of our political life, particularly our economic life. 

W Tea Bahadur Sapru also emphi^sed the need for the Intfian membera of 
the expandhu Executive Council to interest themselves in bringing about communal 
harmony in the country and said : *T think the greatest senice which men who 
have been appointed to the Executive Council can render to the country is to take 
some stepa, with the authority brioni^g to their office^ with the resources at their 
diapoisl. to brinx about harmony and goodwill between the warring commnnities of 
Inma. It ehoula be made (o appear to the people of this country that the Govern- 
ment axe rmdly anxioue that the communitiai, which have been warring ao far, 
■hottld bury the haUhet and should approach each other with a view to establiahuig 
harmonioue relations and an atmoaphere of peace. Unfortunatriy, the history of our 
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eoimtry bat been, full of deepeir in regeid to thii matter. I do not think we can 
allow Ibe oemmimal sitnation at it hat dei’ciojpcd in certain parta of the eonulri to 
deterionite etill further. 1 have alwaTt maintained that in a matter of thie earn- 
cter it ie not only our duty to render every ien*ii'e that we can. but also it la tfie 
duty of the duly constituted. Government to place itself at the head of the movenciit 
so that the people will understand that the Government is ireuuiiiely anaious that 
there should be peace and harmony in this country.'* 

Tbb Bombay Cohserbkce 

Earlier in his speech, Sir Te) Bahadur Saprn exhaustively reviewed the evente 
that occurred ainoe the Bombay meeting of the Conference iir March last He recalled 
the Bombay Reaolution ana aaid : **Act'ordiiig to tlie Kcsolutioii jiasacd by the 
Oanference, I eubmitted a copy of the Resolution, totrether with a memorandum 
to (he Vieeroy and aubsequently interviewed him and had a loiig and friendly talk 
on the various subjects covered by the Resoliitioii. Events have moved very fast 
since then on the intemedonai side. As you all know the war has been approaidiiug 
nearer India and there is not one amongst us who docs not realise the danger to 
which India is exposed. If for no other reason at least for the reason that it is 
up to ns that ws ahould make the best of our oprortuniiies and contribute tbe 
uimoat we can towards the war eifort We lied a vivid realisation of the dangers 
at that time when we met hi Bombay, and it was because of that feeling that we 
vcBtmed to teB the British Government and the Government of India that the 
peUoy they had hitherto followed was a very narrow and short-sighted one which 
eiseumeteiices m the country did not justify and which would not tend to arouse 
eathuaiesm for war eflbrt. We said so in plain and unvamisLod language end that 
ii OUT conviction even now.*’ 

Btr Tej Bahadur fiapru, proceeding, said, that the Bombay Cdnference was 
exposed to exiticism on certain sides, but it also met with a substantial measure of 
rapport from all aidea. Ue had carefully followed the trend of oidnion as express* 
ed in the Press throughout Indio, *T do not think** he said, '1 am putting the 
case too high when I say that the vast majority of Indian ncwsfiapers took a very 
fair view of the Conference at Bombay and gave it a substantial measure of support 
even thou^ some papers might have thought that we did not go far enough,** 

Bir Tej recalled tbe debate in the House of Commons in April last and said 
that the stand taken by the Bcnnbay Conference had found supi-orter in the British 
Parliament, in persons like Bir George Bchuster and Bir Btanlcy Reed. The British 
Press also, generally speaking, was sympathetic. There was a growing feeling in 
England that u the midst of many preoccupotions, Hi* Majesty’s (>ovemment 
had got to tackle the Indian problem and tackle it in a generous and bold, statea- 
manlike spirit. 

Repudiating the suggestion made in certain quarters that the Conference was 
sailing under false colours, that it was a pale shadow of the Congress or (he Hindu 
Mahasabha , Sir Tej said : ’There is no iota of truth in the statement tiiat this 
Conference was called in the interests of any partieular lolitical party. It was a 
Conference of independent men, who thought that, in tbe circumstances that bad 
arisen in the count^. it was clearly their duty to give a warning to the Cioveniment, 
The Conference bra also been assailed on the ground tlmt it was a gathering of 
old. estimable people, who occupied no representative character. We ne^er claimed 
a representative character. We do not say that wc have been el€(;ted by any class 
of men. As citizens and taxpayers of this country, we had a right to say what 
■bould be done and what should not be done. Bpcaking for myself, I say I 
represent myself, which is saying a great deal more than what many )>eO)Je can say 
of themselves. A leader is yet to oe born in India who can lead me by (he nose, 
(cheers.)** 

Pboobebb Bbould Not Bb Hikihcbed • 

Replying to the argument by certain officials and politicians that it was absurd 
for anyone to demand or ' to expect during the war that anything big could be 
hoped for or achieved, unlesa tbe two major political PSrties came to on ogreemeDt^ 
the President Mid : 'The position we took up then was that nothtiuc would plsrae 
UB more if the two FtfUes could come to a BetBement at once. Kothiag would 

te ns more if the two Psrties could «xime to a settlement wHh the BritiBh 
nment We ssld it then and we say M now that everyone of us will step 
aside. (Cheers.) Ws ore not workiiig in s ^drit of rivaln. we nointi^ at 
that thne^ and wt bow, ImI events should not bs aBowsd to wait opoii 
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Emi flmmm of aiiT partievlar Fix^, howwoens wtnog it anrli^arlMK 
boino0f«r dltthigaMlied lie may, be. tbe net of the country eboiad mot be 
pwialiiect, becMue oertmin individumlc do not come to m lettioDMOt fiOhrei 
IhiimffllTnr It wee in thii cpirit the Bombmy Beiolstioii wnc poMed.** 

(Eto Tei Bmhidur Smpni referred to Mr. Jtmeiy’f ipeeeh in the Honee of Oom- 
monli in i : “When I r^ the ipeedi for the drot Umt, I mm 

dtoeppointedf. but when 1 reed it for •the eeoond time 1 found thmt Mr. Amery mm 
empiintic thet nothing wee to be expected in Indin until the two msior eonimnn^ 
to fettled their differencef, end when I i(prther reiMl it I foiuid Mr. laMn% 
noniety ^ ndrifing ut thid the beet thi^ for ne to do wee not to jo on with to 
Conference, but to bring ebout n Gentml Fnrty and n rivnl party, reaw he wae 
on the way to eurrender. I do nor think he has sunender^. It wodd be |Mng 
a falee humemion if I suggested that Mr. Amery has surrendered. MtUh poHneiani 
do not eaniy surrender, and particularly Conservativea, and Mr. Amery is a very 
distinguished member of the Conaeirative 'Party. But thm have got to yield to the 
pfeesnre of miblic opinion, both in England and India and that they mnst yield 
sooner or later, i have no doubt in my mind. I am dear, tot if we go on 
p t ees i ng onr demand, the time ie not very distant, even for Mr. Amery, to find a 
•nitable formula and say tot for these reasons he ie tskins aaotor sto” 

Bir Tei Bahsdnr Bapru recalled the background of to Bombay meeting and alao 
referred to the background of the present meeting and said tot when tto met in 
Bombay there was a general feding of depression scid frastration all over the conn- 




UkeUhocMl of the two major parties coming to an early settlement, or the Britiab 
Government or to Government of India showing any signs of mobility, tot in 
to month of July 1941 His Majesty's Government m England and the Gomemment 
of India liad shown some signs of mobility. 

IfrorAiTiaATioN of Exscimyg OomroiL 


to firitiah 


The President recalled the Bombay Beaolntion and lelcried to to criticism 
in certain sinartera that it bad suggested oerUln imprielioable or revolutioaary 
uoposals and aaid: 'There was not a single •section in the Government of India 
Aet which required that a certain number of peraona to the Exeentive Council 
should he Indians and crrtaiJi otora Europeani. The statutory ijnalification 
laid down was that tore should he three members who had put in ten years’ 
service under to Crown in India. This did not Ihy down that they should be 
Europeans only or Indisns only. TIterefore if to-day Hie Majesty’s GovemmeDt 
decided to apixmit sll eleven members to to ExtoUve Council from among 
Indians it would no more be irregular or constitutional ton it would be If t^ 
derided to appoint eleven Euroueans. I, torefos^ do not see bow esuaption 
can be tsken to our proposal for appointment of all membera from among 
Indians. 1 ean understand the criiicism if it is a^ed that it is impolitie to 
do so (cheers). The policy of the Britieh Government at the present moment 
la that there must be a certain element of Britiah Servicea in the Exeentive 
Oonnclt which, in its turn, implies that the British Oovemment is not prepared 
to trust you. We frankly resent this. Wc say if the Britiah Government has 
not not been wise so far, although it should Ifave been wise long ago, it ia time 
tot daring to pseaent war, when the greatest challenge has bwn thrown 
at Its supremacy, it should prove wise. Ihere ia nothing nnconalltntional in 
appointing an Indian Natioaal Government, particularly when this Government 
la going to be responriUe to the Crown during the duratiou of to war« jnat as 
the present membera are.” 


Equality of Status 

Beferring to to eritirism ahoat askiiig for equality ol atatua for Indfai’a 
leprasentatlvea at International and Imperial Confereneca, to President said tot 
there wee no eonetitntkmal impropriety in to' propoaal, ee India waa alimdy 
xepreaented in to League of Natiooe. India had bSnr own High Oommieeioneie in 
va^na eonntriei and the Government of India JhmI deeided to appoint an Agenl- 
Qimeral to the Goverawmnt of India in to United Stales. Tneie was tlnrafoie 
notong revolnikmaiy in to pnmosaJ, pnrticuiariy If it waa femembered tot 
Mr. WedgwcN^ Benn, the ton eeenlaiy of Btote for India, to aaid In 1929 
tot Uominion Blatua vraa alnadty in notion in IndbL What to Oonfeienae to 
TtnjW^ m tbat thcee wpraaenrativfi amet be appointed by to Govenment 
ef Indin nnd atold mto imtnmtieni toeei tan fble GovenuMnti not Inm 
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the CoBKfeM. Ifadan Leeffae* the Hindo Mehteebhe or the Non-Periy I^eedere* 
OMferehee, but the only eonetituted Oorernmciit of Indie. It wee invoneeiveble 
thet e repreeentetive of such e OoTemment would ei*t counter to inetructione. 
Whet they had denied wee that aitch reprcsentAtives nhould not be letl by the 
noee by the Secretary of Stale. Ihere was nothing improi^er or revolutionary 
in Sim propoaaL 

Sir Tc| rcilcnited hla demand made at the Bombny Conference that India 
ehottld Imve the eamo atatua aa Britain and tlie J>uminiona at the end of the 
war and that there ahould be a time-limit in regard to ciiablinK India to reach 
that atatua after the oonelnaion of the war. 

TRAiTBFn OF Powers 

Sir Tei Bahadmr Supru, proceediiic, dealt with the recent expanaion of the 
iTicerov*# ExceutiTe Council. He aaid that the cdianEea hnd licen effected on the 
ground that it waa an adminiatrative need. 'Ihey were Mug isitrodiiced to relieve 
preaaure of work in certain Uepartmenu. **It haa been frankly mimitted/ Sir 
Tei aaid, **by the Secretary of State and othcra that no merit can lie claimed for 
thM chengea on the conatituiioiial aide, indeed, the h^ffTetary of Stale hee been 
over-anxiona to atate publicly that the l oliey of Ilia Majeaiy'a Government on 
the eonatittttloual eide remaiiia unaffected. Not taking that etatement at Its 
lace vainc; one ia tempted to aak whether it ia only in theae Departmenta 
which were hitherto held by Indiana that tin re ia rongeaiion of work and 
whether the Defwrimenta which were held by English inembera of the Civil 
Senriee, namely, l>efeiice. Home end Finance, had not had additional work. 
If the departmental work ia examined. I abouhi he Kiirpriaed if it did not turn 
out to be the case that the work in tlie Defence, Finance and CommuDlcaiiona 
i>epartmenia haa increaaed. 1 ahould be reluctant to l>eliet*e that the work in 
Peolic Ueeldi and Education Dcfiartmenta haa no much increaaed that it haa 
neeeaaiioted a splitting of that portfolio into aeveral portfolioa. Finance, Home 
and Defeooe Portfolioa ahould have been dividc<i and aub-divided. *i1iia proooaa 
of diviaion ehoald not have been confined to the Departmenta. wldeli were held 
by Indleoe. *lhe meaning of it la obvioiia. 'J'hc three portfolioa of Finance, 
Dmence end Home are portfolioa with which initiation of policy ia aaaoeiated. 
'Jim lliomaa Committee on Indian Defence bad renorteti that it waa the policy 
of Hia llajeaty'a Government that the defence of imlia ahould be, in an 
iaeiuaaing meaaare, the woncem of India. How ia it going to be the eoooern 
of India when Indiana are deprived of the chance of atudylng the probiema?** 

Acknowledging the ebility of the eight Indian membera who had been 
appialed to the Exeentive Council, Sir Tef Babedur Saprn luferrad to the 
portfolio of Infotmation given to Sir Akbar Hydari and aaid tliat Sir Akbar 
waa kdtharto ia charge m Finance and Communieatione in Hyderabad State. 
Why Sumld he not have been given the Portfolio of Defeaee or Communication, 
ha aeked. Similarly, Mr. N. B. Barker, who wee wdUknown in bueitieee 
eirdei and who wae in charge of the dnancea of Bengal, could have been givao 
the Floaace Portfolio of the Government of India. Dr. K. Raghavendra Rao 
was a Mioistcr io the Central Provincca. waa the Home Blemlier of ilia Provinee 
and* thea acted ea the Governor of the Province, llie machinery of Iaw and 
Oidar did not break down under hie adminiairation. Sir Tei ailded, **I for 
not willing to bdieve that the genius of Sir Reginald Blaxwdl ie eo 
for tb Goveromant of India that he ahould not lie replaced by 
i Bao. When I look at this ast)cct of the question, 1 am templed 
Boltiplicaiion of the numM of Indian membera will not 
pBOduee that ntyebologieal change io the Indian mind,** 

In ooumafon, Sir Td BaMur declared tliat until the obiective of the 
Ooulecnee waa aebieved tbey would have to hold repeated eonfereneee of tbie 
kM tnm to toe to tbM. neXXmfenuoe then edifjurned. 

Ray— Paaue— t7tk. Jaly Ifll 
OF TVS ClMFRT 

•Minf at 10 a. M. to-day. A loeoliition noted 
a saeeid Ua prafound grief at the death of Sir C. Y« 
fha ooMlnr had foal a ualfouailat lemfor of rare glfi^ 
wUh dm nenhwi qf the' family oa ihdr bereavanciit 

then noted the ania naolatioa* of lha 


vswK am n 

ntadf an i 
iadiepeaeehle 
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Obnleifneet ntm^ly, the retolniioii demending complete reeonctrnelion of tibo 
Vieeroy'f Executive Council, end urging e deeleimtioii ip^jiog e tlmrOmU 
efter the wer within which the new oonctitnUon tor Indie will be ineuguitid, 
icoording her the eeme etetue ee Britein end the DominioDe, 

Or. Jeyeker, moving the 6ret reeointioo, oongrmtoleted the leet OoofmoDee 
on ite efforte to bring ebout e ohenge in the politicel etelemete In the country. 
*Tbe Conference ettecke,** eeid Dr. Jeyeker, **heve et leeet looeened one hciek in 
the well of Jericho. It ie now purely e qneetion of time when the other hricke 
will fell end I em quite cure if the Conference goec on ettneking the wnIL the 
wMe well will begin to tumble down." 

Referring to certein crittcicme levelled et the Conference **by e dietingulehed 
Muclim lender of n big Muclim perty’* thet ell thoce in the Conference were 
like the Dutch ermy, only generelc, Dr. Jeyeker replied thet genemlc muet 
ne e eii e rily heve been good fighting eoldiere. *T wieh only to eey", he cnid, 
**thet it ii much better to be generelc without eoldiere then to be e generel whoce 
eoldiere tie greduelly deeerting him et the firet bleet" (leughter). 

The Conference, Dr. Jayakar eeid, bed mede come efiorte. end It bed 
pertlelly encceeded. But etill the eobeteuce of the demende mode by them hed 
not yet been met. He recelled the reeolution edopted by the leet eemlon of the 
Ooolerenee held at Borobey end the demend mede for the trenefer of ell the 
portiolioe to I ndiene end proceeded to review the recent ehengee efeted in the 
Vioeroy'e Executive Council. He deplored thet the Defence, Home end Flnenoe 
]>epertmente hed not been treneferred to Iiidien membere. Only eudl n trenefer 
could cenee tremendoue enthueieem in thie country. It eppeered to him thet the 
Government in thie country were not eerneet ebont preparing the defenee of thie 
country. In thie connection he referred to the etepe tem in England. Ineide 
four monthe Mr. Eden wee able to orgeniee e huge orgenieetion known ii ^Locel 
Defence Volunteere.” Mr. Amery, the Secretory of State for Indie, bed refereed 
"to thie untepiied reeervoir of Indian petriotiem and ability", but nothing cooM 
be mdiieved unleee Defence wee treneferred to the hende of Indiene. They ebould 
be men belonging to the people who could go emonget the people, which no 
Engliehroen wee capable of doing. 

Mr* Jayakar went on to deal with the qneetion of allocation of portfolioi 
to the new Indian membere in the Viceroy’e Executive Conecil. A men like 
Dr. E. Reghevendre Reo wee in charge of * Civil Defence." It wee e moot 
emblgnoue expreeeion. Clarified, it meant enpervieing the pueillenimone-looktng 
men of the A. R. P. It wee a mock tomfoolery with no reel meaning. "I wieh 
to tell you whet you heve got'*, he eeid. *^We have got elx Indlnne in piece of 
three. Ne new depertmeote have been treneferred from Engliehmen to Indlnne, 
In the departments which were under Indiene before, ineteed of one men woildng 
three men will work now." Mr. Jeyeker believed that to meko up the ivo to 
eight lekhe of ropeee which would be spent by way of eelerien to the new 
members in the new budget, there would be additional taxation to the Ume of 


rupeet two croree. 

Mr. Amery hwl .teted that the aeir Enentir. CooDdilm *tn • giatrt taam 
of ability aot rirtllcd anywhare in India or elNirhera.” If ba had Kot tadi a 
team to work, why were they not Riven the moat Important portfoHoa T Mt. 
Juvakar rcRretted that *'the old and oontinuad diatmat of ladlaaa" atUI pravaOid. 
It w.a arRoed bp eoma that it was not poaaible for tha Viearay to Rat rid af kb 
trnated lientenante, bnl "the trotted liantenanta” were not than eoaMaatly. fjb 
Mohammed Zerrallah bad Rone and to had 8» O. a Bajiml and to tMiw of 
time Blr Rcginetd Maxwell would go. *11 m ntMUtea of the fltrwiTBto Oawtal, 
unlike thoaa ol the ean, oftmi go." . .v . .u t .. 

Then there wee the other argnment that tha Indiaa Maeae wonid aot epni 
to have a completely Indiaalead Qovernment. It had oftaa hmt piawd (hat it 
wae an ineomet alalement. What the Priaeaa waatod waa fr aedwa ban 
^ domination of tha Politieal Departeent 

It waa eltar that Bia M^ty’a Ooveramant waa not faapand to tml 
Indiana. It waa only neoettary fat la^a to aea to wkat ba^ka Badaad kad 
naa to dabat Eitlar. 11i« ofhM a ^mon O a v a ia iatot ftoaaa. It 
Skawal tha ■baba to wkbbO^.waajlriytB fat t ka aato e l aiari^^ an. 
Than WM BOW an dl^ vri* BtoMa. ..aiglM db tM than 

yaan and whoM aaobl ayaten tow vary dif^t bm 1 m” If IM aad aadd 
■a to aaoh aa axtant to MM*to Baa^ aanld not Baglaad da loaNihiBc «MB to 
St& ladbf Ho thw taodladtiM "geiavoaa oabMoa* TiSESl ate ft. 
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wtf ladift WM not nl nil eoonnlted. The LegitUtare wee not eoniulled, 

t b ooRh bn vae qaiie eertnin n leiolation could have been passed eupportiiic 
the war with the agnemeot of the Oongrese Party. 

The expaniUeo of the Eseeuiire Gouneii '*was the moat nneoonomie system 
that has been devised’'. The retention of the portfolio of "Indians Oreiseas** to 
Hr. Aney was "grotesque and ludicrous”. The posts had been olTered and they 
had been aceepled. Nothing could bo done now. The position of the Conference was 
aomethiiig libs visitori to a wedding who disapproved of the match but oould not 
help it. They had no right to pronounce a verdict on the propriety of the wedding. 
Ur. Jayakar then explained the attitude which the Conference should adopt. 
U was an axiom with the late Qokhale and Tilak : "Take what you get and 

6gbt for the rest”. It had become a fashion to decry that theory but they must 

make the best of the present. For the first time, they had got a non-ofiioial 
majority in the Executive Council which had hitherto remained the citadel of 
British bureaucracy. Those Indian members would be coiistantly coming in 
touch with the Viceroy and would be able to iufiuence him. 

Sir 5. RadhakHshnan, seconding the resolution, declared that the demands 
set forth in the resolutiou were the least that would have to be met to allay the 
apprehensions of even the most considerate and least revolutionary of the public 
men in India. Since the conference met last in Bombay, events had moved 

rapidly. Russia had joined the war and the alliance with Russia had made the 
I>eiiiocratic Front a little more real. He roc-alled Mr. GhurchiH's reference to 

India and China that if Hitler won, the two countries would go to the abysmal 
bottom and asked whether India was in a position to defend herself. He referred 
to the "undiluted British autocracy” during the past l&O yesrs, which had left 
India in her present absolutely defenceless |M>8itton. "Do not believe”, he sai^ 
"that Britain has disarmed us because of her belief in non-violence or world 
dtsarmsmenL” But in spile of this our people were anxious to fight shoulder to 
shoulder with the British people in this war. The National Congress had bemi 
denouncing the |)olicy of api>easement before the war. Mr. Nehru proclaimed India’s 
support to this war and so did Mabtma QandhI when he ssid that it would be 
a great calamity if Great Britain and France were defeated. In this very city 
the Congress was prepared to drop non-violence so far as external aggression went 
and was prepared to lose the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. They demanded 
responsibility at the Centre. Nothing was done. 

Wby Tjme-Limit is Demanded 


India was the only large country that still remained a subject nation. 
India represented a distinct culture and civilisation. India was not to be 
regarded as a recent arrival. India was often told that she was going to be 
granted this or that. "But now”. Sir Radhakriahnan said, "we do not aooepi 
your bona-fides. We have been treated to such proclamstions coming out in 
moBMots of emergency or enthusiasm. Now we want you to give us a speoifio 
time-limit”, lie regretted that India’s demands were met with polite ambiguity 
and elaborate evasions. The Conference wanted a time-limit and Mr. Amery 
said "steadily”, llie Conference wanted equality of status for India with thoae 
of the real of the self-governing Dominions and the reply was ' an increasing ihm”. 

Concluding. Sir S. Radhakriahnan hoped that the new members would do 
their beat and would press for the transfer of other portfolios. Me ^ped th^ 
would also work for the release of satyagraha prisoners and rwlore demoeratic 
Government in th^rovincea. There was an abundance of goodwill in thia ooun^ 
towards Britain. Tne country was not entirely for non-violence and ue mmrity 
of the people were prepared to employ force but they must be utilised iu the 
proper way and goodwill ahould be created. ....... 

Dr. Saehidananda Singh^ iupporting the reaolution. said that they shoiUd 
Tsmembw Da^hai Naorojni words and continue thrir sgitatlon till their 
demands were granted. . . . 

Sir ifrrxo lamail, io further iupporttng the r^utlou. urfi^ the 
ment of a Cooatituent Committee to draft a new ecmstltution fw India anuafying 
the Icgittmate demands of ell partiea and the n^ for a eo^ 

aeui^t. Heaaldhewae one of thoeewlm Wlevpl ^t Inga n«^ 

even moie than Britain needed India. Therefoee, India slmid do T^Wi^Ing In 
her power Id help BrIteiD end to jmipe te Uie ww^ etiong wd W 
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pftred with IhoM df India. He, therefoNt empbasiaed need for BtUidn- to 
remofi mi«uiiderBtahain(;a. 

TUc ii#eakcr rakrelted (hat when the late of natuma waa hangtnir in the 
lialance, public iife in India ahonld have preiented to the world a pictoin of 
divided coiiubgI. The niiidu-MuallDi problem. Sir Mirza maiiitained, **ia onr 
fnndameiitnl problem. We muat try to approach it with flexible minds. So long 
as those differences are not comiioscd, it is futile to expect any true and. lasting 
progress in oiir country* Let us. therefore, face squarely this formidable ofastoele 
ill the way of our political advancement and make a faithfol endeafonr to snemount 
it." Sir Miraa maintained that once Indta'a internal diflerences were riablv^ 
Dominion Status would follow as a matter of course. He eonld not see ^w 
the two great communities could be brought together exeept by gettmg their 
leaders to inMt and make an earnest effort to produce a settleiiieat satisfactory 
to both communities and indeed to all communities. *Tn order to do this^^ he 
ronlinued, *'snd at the same time to devise a constitution for Inifia which would 
take her to her destined goal in as short a time as possible, it is necessary that 
a Oonstituent Committee should lie apfiointed by the Qovernment to consider nil 
these questions uud submit their recommendations for the eoasideration of the 
llritish Government nftcr the termination of the war.** 

**There seenis to be no reason why such a Committee ahonld not be set up 
nt once. It might ho said that it would hamper war effort This is a view wHn 
which I for one riuinot agree. I feel that far from hampering war efforta. it will 
help it. The mere nppuintment of such a Committee would, by itself, produce a 
a very favourable atmosphere in the country and would go far to conciliate, 1 
have every hope, even (hose who are at present not so well disposed towards the 
llritish uovcrninciit. Justice enjoins and expediency euggesta some auch action 
on the part of the Hrilish Government and L hope they will not hesitate to take 
it. The Committee that 1 contemplate would eonsiat almost entirely of uon-ofRcials 
elected as fat as possiiile by the resf^live groups or partiea.” 

Emphasising the iiecil for unity and tolerance in India, Hir U)rza said : 
'^Every group or community must be prepared to make some sacrifice— sacrifice of 
self-interest and of selLcsieem in the furtherance of our common aims and 
ambitions.** ** The unity of India has to be preserved at all coats,** declared ^\r 
Mirza, proceeding. (Cheers). ’*The more closely the various Provinces and States come 
together in the service of their common motherland and in the pursuit of their 
common ideals and interests, the greater will be India's strength and correspoa^ng- 
ly the greater will be her influence in the counsels of nations.** 

**1 am wholly in favour of a strong Central Government in India. A vast and 
heterogeneous country like ours, differing from province to province, cannot be 
adminietered efliciently from a remote and ieolated centre. A supreme Qovernment 
dealing exclusively with Defence, Finance, Gustonie and similar qnestioDS of 
All-India character is at any time an obvious necessity for India, and more especial- 
ly BO in these tragic and critical days. At the same time, the provinen should 
enjoy as full a measure of autonomy as is iioaaible in the field of local adminis- 
tration. In short, in our political structure, we have to evolve a formula which should 
seek to combine the advanUges of home rule in local matters with national unity 
under the federal prlBciple.** 

Bir Jagdinh rrasad replied to the criticism that the Conference was compoeed 
of )>orsons who were untepresentative of anyone else but themselves. As regards 
what had been announced by the British Government, the speaker said he was not 
prepared to ignore what hod been achieved and ronqgdsd dne to public pressure. 
l*he fact that there were eight Indiana in the. new Executive Council, providing 
an absolute maloritv, should not be lost tight of in whatever criticism they made. 
Secondly, the Bomnay Conference had helped to terminate the feeling to'deepair 
and political frustration in the country. The poeition before tlie Bombay Conferenee 
was that there was no indication Uiat Indiana would be aseociated with the country’s 
waivjBffbrt at all. but the nniiouncement had chnnjised this position. Thirdly, the 
eight Indtane appointed to the Council were duitinguiehea penone nod it they 
coneentrnted on the larger question of policy, they would be nble to effect greet 
Improvement in the present poeition. 

Sit Jngdish Prnsad severely oritieieed the isilnre of the Britiih Oovernmeni 
to give key iiortfolioe to Indlann end said if. in the words of Mr. Amery, thsae 
eight Indians were '*an unrivalled team throoghout the world**, why did it take 
the Secretary of State and the British Oovstnmenl sneh a long time in the first 
plm to dlaooxer lueh a team and, Noowdly, why waa Ihla team not entmtod 
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vitk votl ptirar 7 Thrir ^•ilm to give them poeitiou of power cleerly pio^ 
thet the BrniS Government lUll Hietrntted Itidiene end this* neinreily creeteii n 
eae^oii in Ike miode of Indient rapurding the iotenUone of the Britieh Govem^ 
meat in tcgnid to Indie. Sir Judith, continuing, seid' thie suefdeion hum 
cnneed n etroggle between heed e^ heert emong Indiene end thie hemperw 
their wnr effort. He hoped in the iutereete of the wer effort, liritein would do 
eomething to put nn end to this etrnggle. Sir Jegdieh werned the Confcreiieo, Uint 
their etniggle would have to be e long one, ee the Uriiieh would not vicld eoon. 
*No eiekening, no feintheertedneee end no weekening of the etroggle until our 
demende ere conceded**, he concluded. 

Mr. F. D. Savarkar, Preeident of the Hindu Heheeebhe, eapleined why he, 
n etrong pmrty men, hed joined the Non»Perty Conference. The mein roiieideritiou 
which mnde him join tlie Conference wee thet he fully egreed with the, object of 
the Conference end the demende it mede end, therefore, there wee nothing wrong 
in even n etrong perty men like him joining the Non-Perty Conference. It wm 
only thoee who cered more for perty iutereete tlien the country'e intcreete wlio 
ref reined from etteuding eoch e Conference (cheen*). Whet wee in the reeolutioiit 
be eeked. which e reelly pelriotic Indien could not kricpl T Mr. Heverker wee 
convineea that the recent reforms eniiotuited were the result of public prcieuni 
end e Urn in the wer. He hed no doubt thet the time would come when the 
British Government would accept the demand of the Conference provided the ftree* 
•nre waa kept up end the present turn of the wnr eleo continued. H|teeking for 
himeelf, he wee egeinet the idee of any Empire end favoured an elliencu bctwemi 
the people of Indie end the people of Greet liritein. 

Hr. Beverker urged the Conference to keep up the preseure of public opinion 
md eppeeted to Indian youth to join the army in their tbotieencle. ** Accept wlwt 
is given end make uee of it to gain more.** wen hie advice. '‘Do not bo uiisgiiided, 
he eoncluded, "by fooliih talk of not helping imperieliam by joining the ermyi 
beeenee everything that one does under tlie sun is in one way or the other helping 
Imperieliem. We ere helping in the wer only to help oiireelvee.** ^ . 

PundU Briday Nath Kunzru seid thet Mr. Amerv'e apeechee pnwioM 
numeroua englea from which the resolution could be tackled. He replied Mr, 
Amery'a '*In<ue First** elogen end asked if the meeeurce announced in liiw 
implemented thie slogan. While Uie number of Indiene in the Viceroy's 
Council had been increeecd, no new responsihiUty wee plaited on the ehonldere of 
these men. "ihm this be celled 'Indie First* *’? If this wee to mean the 
implementation of the Tndia First slogan, then it only meant Uiet Indian intereete 
came only after Britiab interests hed been provided for. . ^ 

Pandit Kunzru comi ered the posts given to the new E^xecuiivo Cour^lora 
with the scheme of Indienieetion of the Army under which trained Indian Ofneere 
wen Tffpd f to replace jemadars end subeders. Thie was true of tlic expanahm of 
the VicaMv’s Ezwutive Council, which demonetretecl once again British euapicion 


portfolios into Indian bands. Uc for one should have thought that under the awM 
present war, the Defence portfolio would have been tranaferred to an Inojan 
, Ji in his opinion such a transfer would have reaul^ in a civlliaii 
trolling the military i olicy of India. This waa the case in h^glimd and it WM 
this ease In all aemocratic countries. It had been pointed out that top 
ezigenciea of the war prevented such a step, but, continued Pandit Kuiizm, ' 1 
should have thought the war should haie made such a transfer necessary ratbm 
A fn making it an ezeuae. If defence is tranaferred it would be a demonstration pi 
British emeerity towards Indian demamls. To me the defaice porttolio it the only 
key porhfoUo and as such that should be transferred to Indian baiKM.' 

^ taidit Kunsru, proceeding, obs^ved that the Indiana who have now jofam 
the Vieeroi*a Ezeeutive Council would have no easy task before them in eepOQalii|| 
eaaee of Indhu He hoped th^ would combine amongst them^vee m 
Vmm% MtUi Qownimwt jrrtb * policy whlA haj Uwtr wi{q ^rt ^ flw 
■mart oi Hidt eomtiy. ihoidd alio ■■■ that tha Coancil woffeia • 

A a * J A# *llA VIaMVMtNI 


Mr jMmimttih dpr — ‘ diemlaaed the espanate oi the Vieeroyli Eie^vo 
Ihan waa DaUbor plan nor any mi^mehahM 


Sa!% 


\ naUbar plan nor any mimMMitna 
lolioi was done Inn batdiasantflMmnafc 
to Sir PTrof Khan Noon mm tvidenM of 
tataMO DtpertBMnt should be maimed 
Mtoef the people. 



sas THE NON-PARTY POLITICAL LEADERS* CONFERENCE [ poova- 

Ujjal Singh daekred that India waa really in aympatliy wUh^Oraat 
Brikln. India waa dmoa bar utmoat in tho way of war efforta. Nerertticlaaa in 
ordat to aroiiae Indian enthuaiaaat it was neeeamry tluit Indiana must be made to 
tel that the freedom lor which England waa fighting waa litdia’a also. Referring; to 
Ahe expansion of the EseiMitirc Connell, be regret tnl there was no real tranater of 
powtT and that the Executive Council waa not represeiitati^*e of all the 
interests in the country. He deplored diat a Sikh member had not been 
ineluded in the Council, lie had hoard it said iliat Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan, Premier of tlie Punjab had threaten n I to resign if a Punjab Muslim 
was not taken in the Council. Sardar Singh pointed out that Sir 

Sikander was anxious for the rei^rcseutation of I'lnijnbi Muslim iiiteresta rather than 
the Punjab aa a whole. For tlic last sixteen years, the B|>eaker mid, the Punjab 
was represented in tlie Executive Council by a Aluslim and he naked why a Sikh 
should not have been given an opportunity now. He urged that there should be a 
change of heart on tlie j>art'of llntoiii in regard to India. 

The Raja of Venkatngiri supported the resolution. He hor>ed Britain would 
realise the situation in India and act up tor tlie recommendations contained in the 
resolution. He urged that tlie Centro should l>c completely liidianiied. In this 
eonnertion he referred to tho pro|x>ml of Mr. (\ IinjagO(Hilachari for the 
establishment of a National Government and hoped that such a Government would 
aoon come into existence. In regard to the demand that India’s representativea 
ohould be on a luir with the representatives of other Dominions in inter-imperial 
and international conferences, tiie t|>caker said that no equality of status waa 
poibible aa long as the Central Government was not completely Indianised. 

Blr. P, N, Sapru said that if only the British Ciovernment had made a declara- 
tion 01 suggested in tlie Bombay ronfcreiice resolution at the beginning of the 
war, much of the present trouble could have been avoided. As a Liberal, he could 
not wish for the victory of Utc murderous Nazi regime. There waa a feeling, 
both ill England and India, that a conflict was inevitable between the two 
countries. There was almost a ‘Afunctional disorder in the country.'* Theae 
things had to be remedied. Jic asserted that the primary responsibility for 
the impasse rested with BIr. Amcry. Mr. t^apru, however, did not deny that 
Indiana themselves had not contributed to the solution of the deadlock. He 
expressed the hope that tlie members of the Executive Council would develop 
joint reapoiiiibility and would work for the restoration of constitutional Gov^ment 
in the provinces. 

Mfr. Meher Chand Khanna of the North-West Frontier Province in supporting 
the resolution said that in spite of nil that had happened, Mr. Churchill’s mentality 
bod not changed and unless this mentality was changed there could be no aatiafie- 
tory settlement of tlie Indian question. 

Sardar Sant Singh wanm to know why no Sikh was included in the expanded 
Oonncil. Why waa not Dr. Mooiijc who was an authority on military matten 
on tho National Defence Council ? Why two Anglo-Indians includra in this 
GonneU even though their interests would be safeguarded by the European head 
of the Department f If the British Government wanted the support of politieal 
India, apart from ’’yes men**, in the war effort then they should chaoi^ their 
nethoils. 

Mr. A. S, N. hfuriky, while lending his support to the reeolution, reminded 
tils oonferonco that its main fnnetion was to break the political deadlock for which 
it • waa convened. They had not auceceded in this and must concentrate on It. 

*llr. Murthy eoniiut^ that another important matter on which the Gonforaneo 
ahohld concentrate was ttk question of rrieasc of thousands of their eonntiTBMn 
who were hytiis. It was not ixwsible to acbicvt anything lo long as thoae mm 
wore in Jail. The Coofercnce would be judged, not by what retotutiona It paasil. 
hot by what rcanlli it achieved. 

Sir DayakiBhen Kaul blamed the Britirii Government for the pnaent ceoimn* 
nal diflleolttce in India and aaid that it mutt give up backing ona eommnnky 
•gainst tho other. The aiwaker also strongly criticised the demand for PaUrtan 
mid aaid that a large section of the Muslima in India did not ajpprovo of it 

Bao Bahadur O, A, Rateyan said that tlie aiieechca and the lesolulioD marked 
yot another emidiatic iwotest against the attitude of the British GovennMat Ho 
advlaed the British Government ”to avoid her blundering policy and to do tha ii|^ 
thing by India.** He also urged that constitutional goiwmmcnt ahonld ho mttow d 
in the jnovlnces. 

ilr* D. V, Oundoppa also aupported the lesolation, which waa oaniad. 
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PRnBvnro Ivdu’b Usitt 

Mr. 7*. R. Vtmhaiarama Sattri moftd the second resolution ivhioh wsnted the 
immediftte UddD^ of steps to exsmine the main lines of the future eonstituteial 
cbaon in India with a view to ensuring the uni^ and inte^ty of Indis. 

Mr. 8 n 9 tri said that uptiii now nobody thought that the unity and indivisibi- 
lity of India would* be imperilled in regard to the constitutional advancement in 
India, The unity of India, he ass^ted, was there for over 3,000 years. In those 
days it was essmitially cultural unity rather than poliUoal unity. 

The speaker was confident that Great Britain, which had contributed so much to 
bring shout the Unity of India, would not be a party to the division of the country. 
He regretted the sectional politics in this country and the lack of homogeneity. 
He warmly supported the suggestions made by Sir Mirza Ismail earlier in the day. 

I)r. S, 8. Moonje seconds the resolution. He said that the defence of India 
was of paramount importance to every Indian. He urged lliat the President of 
the Conference, who was empowered to tidcc such steps in regard to the resolution 
as were necessary, should be fully informed of the various viewtHiiiits prevailing in 
the country and warned the President against any idea of appeasement in desliiig 
with the communal problem. It would be a tragedy if any am^easemciit policy was 
pursued. The only course that should be followed was that of ''justice and equality tm 
all.” He asserted that the present agitation for Pfdtistau was the direct outcome of 
separate electorstes. 

Dr. R. P. Para^pye, supporting the resolution, stressed the nood for preserving 
the unity snd integri^ of the country and said that if this unity was disturbed by 
ideas of dividing the country it would be exjKMed to invasion by any foreign imwer. 
He wanted the proimsed committee to be free from persons or groups committed to 
certain policies. He ho}ied the committee would not only take note of the rights of 
the various communities but their duties. 

Mr. Z). 0. Dalvi, further Bujiorting the resolution, said thsi he wss gratified 
that the Conference had undertaken this constructive work so that when the time 
came they would not be found wanting. The resolution was passed. 

'J'he Conference adopted a resolution moved by Pandit //. N, Kunzru 
authorising the President of the Conference, the Bt Hon. Sir Tej Bthsdiir Bspru, 
to forward a copy of the first resolution to H. K. the Viceroy and the Secretary of 
State for India and copies of the debates to the Viceroy and the Sei'retary of State. 
The resolution further authorised tlie President to constitute s Standing Committee 
of the Conference in such a manner as he may consider proper. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. li. Shiva Rao, Lala Ramzamndaw 
proposed a vote of thanks to the President, Dr. Puranjpye seconded it and Mr. 
V. V. KeUkar supported it. 

Winding up the proceedings of the Conference, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru emphssised 
the demand for s declaration laying m time-limit in regard to the Insu^ratlon 
of a new constitution. He narrated the history of the dtscassioiis in India and 
in England since 1917 in relation to the constitutional progress of India and 
said that it took the British Government more than ten years to silirm that the 
object of British policy in India was Dominion Sistus, although this was 
contained in the Act of 1919. In the light of this, the Conference wss now 
demanding s daclaratioo contsining a timc-limit which, of course, may be subleet 
to enlargement or modificstiou, according to circumstances. He would not mind 
if people called him a revolutionary or an impracticable politicUn for making 

demand. 

Sir Tgi Bahadur Sapru warned the Conference and through the Confefenca 
the public of India against the danger of so irremovable executive and funelionaJ 
represeDtation which were being hinted at in hi|^ quarters sc probable modifica- 
tions to meet the Indian situation. The situation, he esid, wee foil of danger. 
Particularly eo when it was remembered that there were important individitala, 
both in England and in India, who supported the principle of an irrcuKrabln 
cxnenttve and functional representation. H asked the publie to understand the 
real implication of such a sohems which, be understood, had tim backing of mem 
highly placed in England. I’ben were also some Individasls in India who 
•ubseribed to this ^w sad he had no doubt that at leest one of thcie would 
be a member of the Viceroy’e Executive Council. .... 

The Presideut appeaM to all ooncemed not to exasmte communal leallog 
and ^ tha majoritytofemember iu reepounbUitiee anrUie minority its dutte 

The OoBlemaoe then adjonnied sfne die. 
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Iiidia*t Stotu after War 
Sia Til Bahadur Safru's Btatimiht 


Tha foUowinic it the ttetement itraed by the Right Hon. Sir Tej Bahadur 
8§pru^ in purtuance of a reeohition of the Standing Oommittee of the Non-Party 
Oonfemce which met in Allahabad on Newember 1 and 2, lf41 : 

The Standing Oommittee of the Non-Party Leadera’ Conference ha?e conai- 
dered the joint Anglo-United Statea declaration aetting out the objectivea for 
which the AUiea were fighting, and indicating the fundamental principlea on 
whidi plane for a permanent world peace muat be baaed. In particular, they 
bare noticed with aatiafaction that of the fundamental principlea to which 
eipreeaion wae giren nuthoritatirely by President Kooaereit ana Mr. Churchill 
at their meeting in the Atlantic Ocean in Anguat laat, the third iaid down that 
**tbey rea|)eet the right of all peoples to chooae the form of Qorernment under 
whieli they will lire ; and they wiali to see sovereign rights and aelf-goverument 
reatored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them.’’ In their opinion, 
while the latter part of the third prineipfe, just quoted, obviouply applied to 
those sovereign couii tries in Europe which lost tiieir independence or territory 
owing to the totallv unjustifiable and immoral action of Hitlerite Germany, the 
firat part of the third fundamental principle, using, as it does, the expression 
**sn iieoples*’. is sufficiently wide to include the case of India. It is difficult to 
believe that it could have been the intention of Preddent Roosevelt to exclude 
India from the operation of the first part, or that Mr. Churchill could have 
ignored at that time India’s claim to self-government when it is a matter of 
common knowledge that American opinion for some time past had been definitely 
critical of British policy towards India. As regards President Roosevelt, the 
Oommittee cannot believe that he could have been a party to the exclusion of 
ladib from the benefits of this principle, (particularly when they remember that, 
on his return to America, the President is reported to have observed that *‘not 
a tingle section of a single continent went undiscussed during the meeting.” 


August Dbglaeatioh Noh-Comhittal 
The Committee also note that Mr. Cordell Hull, the United Statea Secretary 
of State, described the OhurchiU-Koosevelt declaration as a atatement of basic 
principles and fundamental ideas that are universal in their practical application. 
The Committee would further point out that Mr. Attlee, the Deputy Prime 
Minietcr, is reported to have said that the declaration of peace principles applied 
to all countries including Asiatics, llie Committee, however, have noted with 
profound disappointment that in his first and unfortunately only reference to 
India since he became Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill used language which baa 
made many people to doubt whether he and hia Government do really mean to 
part with poiier and whether India will ever attain real self-government **1116 
}oint declaration”, said Mr. Churchill, *'doea not qualify in any way the varioua 
atatementa of policy which have been made from lime to time about the deve- 
lopment of conalitutional government in India, Burma or other parts of the 
Bntioh Empire. We are pledged by the Declaration of August 1940 to help India 
to obtain free and equal partnership in the British Commonwealth of races, subject, 
of counMi to the fulfilment of the obligations arising from, our long connection 
with India and our respoosibiiitieo to ita many creeds, races and interests”. It 
teoma to the Committee that so far, as Mr. Gburcbill is conobmed, the fundamental 
prineiplei to be applied to India are those contained in the Deolaration of August 
1940^ declaration wfairh haa afforded no satisfaction to any aection of Indian 
opinion, and which, far from easing the tension in India or winning over those 
Mctiona whkh bad withheld their support from the Britiah Government, and 
•tttngthening the position el those which have been friendlv’ to the British 
OevevnineDt and which would like to remain ao, haa given nae to grave mia- 
dvinga and baa caused a great deal of resentment. In the tminlon of the 
OoBimltiee, the Declaration of August 1940 is not wholly conaiateiii wiui the noble 
and generous aeDtimenta contumed in fundamental principle Na 3 of the joint 
deriavadon quoted above. Hit Majcaty’a Declaratum of Augusl I940i hedged in 
by eo many conditiona it so incomplete in the enunomon of the aim and to 
BOn-eommittal in regard to* its being impl e m en ted within any leaaonable dii- 
tanea of time, that it can afford no eawilMtibn whateror to Iha people of thia 
eeiiBtry, 



-•1 ft 2 KOV. ’41 1 


271 


INDIA'S STATUS AFTER WAR 


Cleae DsciJkftATios or Foucy Nbidbd 
The Commiitee think thet the whole poeitioa in regard to the fatnro of 
Indte ahonld hare been made clear long ago bj uaing definite, certain and 
unambignons language, no that India may feel aore that after the war, in the 
event of victory, her fioaition aliall be the name an that of Britain and the DomI* 
niona. In abort, the Committee are atrongly of the Offinion that idUr victmy 
the poaiiion of India in regard to her atatiia and powers ahall not be that of a^ 
dej|»eBdeney bnt aball be one of iwrfectt equality. In the opinion of thia Oom» 
nitiee, the question of the internal coiistitatioii of India with profier provialona 
for the aafeguarding of difTcrent intercats, should not be allowed to stand in 
the way of making such a declaration of imlti'y regarding the political and eon* 
aiibitkmal relations of England and India. ITor this reason the Committee hold 
thst immediate steps should be taken to aeoure that India’s represeutstives at the 
p^e conference or any other international conference shall be aetected by the 
Qovernment in India and be answerable to it and sbali on no account be in the 
leading strings of the Secretary of 8tate. A change like this can be ciTected wlthont 


tvTTTi 


The Committee are equally anxious that during the interim period in regard 
to international matters Indiw should he treated to all intents and purposea on 
terms of perfect equality and that the internat constitution should, during the 
interim period, be so worked in practice as to approximate as far as posiible under 
the existing conditions, to the working of tbe self-governing Dominions. For this 
reason, the Bombay and Poona coniereiices, and Uiis Commiitee at ita previoua 
aittings, have emphasised that all the portfoltus. iiielmling Defence). Finance, Home 
and Commanications, should be put in the hands of Indian members of the 
Executive Council, who would, in- the interim iteriod, be responsible to tbe Crown. 

In the opinion of this Committee these steiHi are essential for a auceeeafitl 
proaecution of the war. and, therefore, necessary changes should be introduosd 
without delay, so as to hearten the people and make them feel sure of their 
destiny. The (^iraraittce, while they realise that in times like th«*se war prepnm* 
iions must have the forsUloat place, they nevertheless strongly feel that the fiillsst 
memure of help from the public cannot be hoped for, without making the people 
of this cotfntry realise that they shall be, in the full sense of the word, 
participators in tbe fruits of victory. In tbe opinion of this Committee, to make 
the cry of 'Win the war first’, as tbe only cry would be very poor statesmanship, 
indeed, and far from easing the situatioi), it would widen the estrangement between 
the people and tbe Government^a result which must be avoided at all costa. 

For this ressoa, they are pressing the view set forth above and they trust that 
tbe expanded Executive Council of tbe Viceroy, which baa now eight Iiidiait 
members, will use their influence end their moral ]>ressnre for bringing about a 
desirable change in tbe )<A\cj of tbe Government. U'be primary responsibility 
for a aatia^tory change in policy roust rest with tbe Govern men t, end the Com- 
miitee have DO hesitation in saying that in the recent past those who have been 
responsible for the conduct of affaire in India or at IVbitehall have shown neither 
a correct appreciation of the situation nor done anything striking in sppeal to the 
imecination of tbe people or to strengthen constructive fon*GS. They trust that ki 
matters of higli policy, the principle of collective resixwisibility will be observed 
Bcrupnlonsly and that Indian members td the ExeenUve Council will ebum it m a 
matter of conititntiooal right. 

NOK-OFFICIAL POBLIC MEN FOR ViCBEOY’B COUXTCIL 


While the Committee recogniae that there are eight Indian members of the 
ExeeaUve Council, they also note with r«;ret »at the important portfoiijM of 
Defence, Finance, Home and Oornmnnications have been withbmd from Indbuw. 
Until and nnleaa such a transfer tekee piece, it eann^ be stid that more power 
han been made over to IndUne, The Committee, therefore, urge that no a 
pfeparation for full Resimnsible Government, in fnture. the CTlirt Viearoy’a 
Exratlve Connell ebould ooneist of non-ofllclal public mm. Similarly, IImn 
hold very etrongly that In tbe ^ ^ ^emor^ wftfi 

tbe aldof the* AdviPnrs. under terioo W, should be brought ^a epwidj 
and and ther^ore, they appeal both to the people and to the Oovenmawt 
to i^nge'tb^ outlook. They are alio strongly o^the view that pariiaaMiitaty 
iaa^^aTiincft as they are, should be uUlM u loatnimmts f«^ a^a&epMt 
of the freedom of tite eoontry, aad ita efftetiye dtfence. We are cootvlaead that lo 
a big Beale ebange of policy ia neciiBary. 



272 THE U. P. MON-PABTT OOHfESENCB { wcDrow- 

Thf Oommittte woatd alio fiartlottUttlj emphatiae tbe need for a aaore rapid 
and tboiDoij^ induatrialiaaUon of the couaferj wUh apaefial icferenoe to war Midi. 

Tbo Oommlttee m alao atronglp of tin oMnion (hat the pdl^ nhidi the 
Gomoaiaiit |ia?« hitherto followed in regard to pohtloal prieonere ehoold niida^ 
a ehanga and that thoae who are in detention and thoee who ha?a been impiiaonad 
for aeta not inrolviog violence, ahould be releaaed. Bach a geetore ia nwtmuj in 
order to cceato an atmoaphere in which pcditica! qaeationa can be diaenaaad withont 
paaalon or prejodice and in a apirit of hopefnlneae. For atmilar leaaooa the doaiH 
mlttee would alao earneatlr* urge that the aatji^iBha .novement and the bcfcott of 
parliamantory inatitutiona ahould be endkl. 


The U. P. ffon-Party Leaden’ Conference 

Pfwaideadlal AMiwaa— Lucknow— t4th. Beaembar 1141 


An appeal to the two great political partiea, the Congreaa and the Muilim 
League, to meet each other in a apirit .of accommodation and with the help of other 
important iiitereeta diacoverj if not n ipermaiieot, at least a temporary eolation of 
the Indian problem, nt this, the moet critical period in the history of India and 
the world, was made by Haia Hir Maharmj Singh, delivering his presidential addreaa 
at the drat Non-Party U. P. ProvinciaJ Conference held at Luoknow on the 14th. 
Peeember 1441. He also entered a plea for entrusting to non-official Indians all port- 
folios of the Government of India and for the Central and PiovincUl Goveromenta 
adopting Immedistely a more realistic and progressive policy in order to Mcura 
fuller co-ormtion of the people in India’s war effort. 

Sir Maharaj Singh paid a tribute to Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad and Sir 
Te] Bahadur Bapru for initiating the dnt two Non-Party Conferences and reminded 
the gathering that they were not iiisfured by any political party but arose out of 
a wideepreaa desire that the political deadlock in India should be resolved by a 
anetained effort on the pert of those who were outside tbe two main contending 
parties. He added, ”We were not and are not a party organisation and we are not 
a eommunal body.*’ 

Beeounting the proceedings of the two Conferences, Sir Maharaj Singh 
aaserted that they had roused, as anticipated, considerable interest in politi^ 
circles in Kngland favourable to Indian aspirations. Members of Parliament, such 
as Sir George Schuster and Sir Stanley Bead, interrogated the Secreti^ of Btata 
for India and there was a debate in the House of Commons with the reeult that 


the whole question of a reeoostituted Executive Council of the Qovemor-Qeneral 
wee exeminA agaio both in India and in England. Not many months passed, 
he added, before it was announced that the Exeentive Council would be expaotM. 
giving for the ftret time in tbe history of Brideh role in India a majority of 
Indians in the Government of India. "In spite of the very regrettable fact that 
none of these Indians baa so far been entrusted with the key poets of defence and 
finance, we must frankly reoogoiee that there hee been an appreciable advaoce on 
what previously existed end I trust that the All-India Non-Party Conferanee 
will not be accused of undue boasting when it claims that Its efforts eontribated 
materially to tble change,** clmmed Sir Maharaj Singh. 

Boferriog to the atatemAt issued last month by Sir Tnj Bahadur Sapru on 
behalf of the standing Committee of the Couferenoe, expreeeing their atroug opiaioa 
that political priaonera, who were in detention and thoee who weia Impifeonel 
for acta not involving violence^ should be released. Sir Maharaj Singh expreemd 
pleasure that the policy of rdeaeitig such priaonera hod recently Aeo imtiolet 
py .the newly eonstitatea Government of India. **Weoongiatiilate them and Sli 
Sxedleney ue Viceroy on their wiae action and wa iruat that it will be foDowed 
further leleaeeo. Here again. I have no doubt that the raiami d’ehw te tte 


pleasure tnat tne policy oc reieeaiug euen pnsooere mo receotiy neeu initUMi 
ny .the newly eonstitatea Government of India. **Weoongiatnlate them ead Sli 
Sxedleney the Viceroy on their wise action and wa trust that it will be foDowed 
by further leleaees. Here again. I have no doubt that the raiami d'ete te tte 
wdeome geature ia the presence of a majority of Indian oon-offieials. Hindus and 
Maalims. lu tha Executive Oonncil of tbe Gofemor-Geneial.” 

Oontfnnlng. the Preaident observed: *We shall not be content mitiU all 
port*folioa In the GovcmorOeneral'a Eseoutlve Oawidl. including thoee of Dstaesb 
tTnanes and Home ere entnisted to aoo-ofBoial Indfeat.” Ha added that la the 
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Tronncm^ th« rnle of Governors with the aid of oiBcisl Advisers dumM be 
brc^hl feo a siKsedv end. They were not satitfSed with a form of adninlelraiioii 
which took tlicm back to the year 18G0. No non-odieiai, however capable^ had at 
present any voice in determtniiie provincial policy. 

Sir Maharaj Singh admitted fliat the arfrnment that the resi^ation oC 
Congrm Ministers was responsible for UiU predicament was not withoat fores, 
and added: *‘We sliall be glad indeed if parUamentary Government is le at o i ea 
on n national and aoa-commuiia) basis. If. however, it beoomee clear after eloeers 
effbrta have been made that this is not possible, that is no reason why other patHia 
and sections of Indian opinion should continue to bo penalised, especially when, 
in the face of similar ob}ectiona the composition of ^e GoverttorwGeneral*s 
Executive OouncU has been chan(;ed. Is not there a via media nnder which non- 
ofBcial Indians can be associated in the dalW work of adminiatraiion even nnder 
n anspended consUtiition. if in the Central Government there is now a newly 
eonstitated Executive Council ? 

**\Vhy should not such s Ixidy, wholly selected from non-offlefal Indiana and 
representativea of Important provincial ofllcials interests lie established in tIUs and 
other Proviocea even if a change in the Government of India Act 1985 la 
necessary f If in tbs Central Government there are advisory bodies, sneh oa the 
National Defeuco Council and tlie Standing Gimmlttesa attached to the variooa 
Depsurtmenis, whj shoald similar bodiss bo ruled out In the Provinces T I pit 
these foTwanl only as tentative suggestions. 'Jliere may he other more ciTectivo 
methods. The problem deserves early cotiehleration by the new Executive Council 
of the Goveriior-Oeneral.*' 

Referring to the international situation, Rsla Bir Maharaj Singh said, "The 
rcoent unprovoked entry of Japan into the war sons has brought the seena of eonfliet 
nearer to India. We are within the danger tone and our country heneeforward will 
be increasingly involved. East ami west, north and south, the war hsa enve- 
loped the whole world and no one can say when it will end. Theae facta render 
it all the more imperatively urgent in the best interests #f the people and the 
Qovernment that there should be a change without delay In the system of 
provincial administration. We wish to help the esnse for whleh Great Britain. 




authorities mnst adopt a more realistic and more progressive policy in order to 
ieeure fuller co-operation of the people in the prosecution of the war sod the 
defence of India.’* llie President expressed the wish Uiat Great Britain and bar 
Alims will be able to defeat the forces of aggression in Eurofi^ Afrioo, and tht 
Far East, and concluded, "Our sympathies are with them ha their tltanio struggla;** 

Rssolatioas 


The following reaolutiona were uitanimously passed by the confereDoe ; 

"This Conference urges His Msimiy’s Government to make an nnenuivaeal 
deelaration that, at thn end of the war, India will bave the same freedom as and 
eonality of status with Great Britain and the Dominions. . . . 

"fliis Conference is strongly of opinion that in the Provinoatt lha rria of 
Governors with the aid of advisers under S^tion 93 of the Govemmeni of India 


Ael of 1935 should cease. , , . ^ ^ 

’*Tbis Conference supports the resoIntioDS of the Bombay and Poona Non- 
Party Conferences that all portfbliot in the Govemor-Oenwal’a Exmot^ Coo^ 
Imdndlng those of Defence. Finance, Homo^ ChmMujea^oa •hoold bo 
tod to non-official Indiana who would in tho m^m porlod Im reepona ^ to t ho 
O^n. The reconstructed Government should deal with all imporlwt mat l rni d 
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nneqiilfoeflil declaratioii had been made beeanse it waa apprdiaiided that the British 
Ctovcmment miKbt attain postpone the mnline of Dominion Stains to India. 

Dr. Badhakumud Mukherii made it clear that he waa not there as a repre- 
sentative ol any party, bat he felt that it was very necessary sometimes that 
didhrent parties should meet together for (greatest common tinderstandini;. Ho 
adiM that they were fed up with declarations which liegaii their history in 1^07 
and which '*disfi|;iired the statute book,'* llie words **rcs}XM]8ible Kovcromciit" had 
bm so much whittled down that Uiev had no meaning now. It was ibcir uiisfor- 
tnne, he continued, that they had still to press such lesolutioDS. 

Pasgism k Nazirm condemned 

The second resolution was moved by hon'blo Mr. P, N, Sapru and bupported 
by Sir Jai^dtsh Prasad. Mr. Saj^u said that there were few who had greater dislike 
for Fascism and Nazism than himself but ho was not ovcr-enlhuBi antic about the 
British ideoloKy regardinti; the war either, 'llic Viceroy's Aut;ust offer, he said, had 
resulted in communal discord. 

Mr. Sapru thought that the Ooiigrcss had taken a hasty step in resigning from 
oflioe with the result that for two years iieoplo were subjectod to a rule which even 
Uitier and Mussolini would envy. The main respoosibility .for the deadlock how- 
ever reeUd primarily with the British Government. They had been irresponsive to 
tha Indian demand. Indians, be was sure, could not be blamed for the present 
■troffRle did not interest an average Indian. Mr. Sapru admitted that the Viceroy's 
Eseoutivw Council bad been expanded b}^ ihe iucliMion of more Indians but the 
porifoUos that mattered were still with Rriiishcfs. British Btatesmen thought Uiat 
by commandeering alone they could get all the support : but this was an erroneous 
idea. The tragedy waa that they still though of their capital investments in this 
coupfnf* advocated a change in British imlicy and believed that if a change was 
ttthem in at the Centre, things would onange in the provinces too. 

Mr. Sapru added tiiat in Uiis hour of crisis, their ideal should be not to 
bother about the eommunal ratio, but to trv a National Government and Britain 
should deidare that India would attain her freedom within a limited period after 
the war. He regretted that there was undiluted autocracy throughout the country 
and it was imperative that all patriotic IndiaiMi and rational minded Britishers 
•hould review the situation in a dispassionate way. War had reached, very near 
their door and it was imperative for them to tuiite. This was possible only through 
o National Government. If there waa any difficulty In having a National Ooveni- 
ment, let them have the majority governmeoL ii^ncere efforts should however be 
ma^ by the British statesmen and Indians to end the deadlock, 'lliere could be ho 
eubordinato co-oiieration and Indians should be treated as equals, he concluded. 

**it is about time that at the Centre and In the povinccil, men able to give 
aonnd advice and men with eteriing qualities, ace drawn into the Government so 
that they may infiuenoe the conduct ol the Government,” said Kunwar Sir Jagdiah 
Praaad aiipuorting tho resolution. He said that large sums were being B]jent in the 
provineea without a moraeat'a disottBsion, and lepdsialive measures were enacted 
si^larlv. This, he feared, might result in oanaiog panic in the interior amongst 
Ite illiterate. With a view to preventing Uiia eventuality, Indiaas ihould be placed 
at ilto helm of affairs. 

8ir Jagdiah proceeded that when aon-official Advisers were appointed there 
was no ides thst the deadlock would last for any length of time or that it would 
close the door for uegottaions. It was hoped that iMirlUmeiitary goveromeut woald 
ehortly be resumed. Two yesrs had now passed and it was being argued in certain 
euarteri that this form of government suited the genius of tho people. Biid he 
uiserted it was a oomplete mUappreheosion to think tliat Uiia waa the best Um of 
fflovornment. People did not want it. If, however, the Government thoqght ot^r- 
»wise let them say so and have it throiighoat the coiintij. 

**lt is not the business of the services to deeide wlist form of government 
India should have. It is the funotion of the British Parliament, llie wishes of 
the iffvloss cannot be the deciding factor in deciding tliis grave issuer and once the 
has been taken I have no doidit Ihe eenrkea will play their fart honour* 
ahlf«” deedared Sir Jagdish Praaad. He ad ded, * 0o not conceive thak the people of 
In£t cannot live happily together. Bo not believe that there ehenld be a third 
narlff to keep peMe between ne.** Pointing to the propertied daas In wenad them 
Sal they hnl a etako in the country. They ihonid not nee^ the nle of hangeie 
OD, or dNf would be wiped out Any dan which wee tw ele d ne a epeoiai daae 
•hove the eoMon weal smUTnot kat. he nddel 
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INDIAKISATIOV OF ExXCOTIVB OODHCIL 

Moving the resolution advocsting that all portfolios in the Goverllor•Gcneral^l 
Executive Council shoiiid be entrusted . to non -ofncial iiidiaus, Ute hon. l^udit 
Hirday Naih Kuntru said : *'\Ve should be assured tlmt t|ie war will lead to otir 
complete eiunncipalioii soon after it is over : meanwhile ste|)a should be taken 
to show ti.at Britain means to carry oitt its pledges. Out- of coiistderaiioii for the 
pre-occupation of the Govern meiit we have only asked that while no change be 
made in the present Act, st^ps should be taken to indiaiiise the Governor-General's 
Councir. He was glad that Uic Council had more Indians on it now. but 
regretted that no real ))Owerfl had been transferred to Indian hands. He said that 
Indian members of the Council were suffering from two handlcnpi : firstly, that 
no vital imrtfolios had been made over to them and secondly, they had to work 
with people who had all their life worked in accordaiioo with the bureaucratic 
system and who were bound to look ii|>oii problems from a very dtfTerent angle. 
I'hese handteapa should be removed. He demanded that au Indian should bt 
charge of the portfolio held by the Commandcr-in -Chief and added, "If the 
present Goveniment is a civil one and if it accepts that the duty ol the military 
is not to shape the ^>olicy but to carr^ it out, it is uecessary that the Exscotive 
Council should eonsiat ontlrely of civilians. 

Pandit Kunzm complained that it had never t)cen British fxilicy to part with 
power willingly. If history were impartially written he was certain As ISriUth 
Government would not be wblc to raise tliclr hesd before the bsr of public opinion, 
he added. On aecoont of tiicir fioliej India found herself uniblo to defena 
herself. “Yet Indians are asked what will hapiicii if the British are defeated. Wo 
know and realise the consequences fully ; our present hdiplesoness is only due to 
them." He concluded that unless a NatitMial Government were establishetl, Indian as 
well as British safety would tic at stake. ‘‘Now is the time when the authorities 
Miould wake up. l^et them take courage and discard the help of slaves and ask 
for that of free men." 

The conference at this" stage concluded. 


The All India Women’s Conference 

Sixteenth Se8sioii--CMBada-'2Hb. Dssomksr IMI 

The Welcome Addbbbs 

ITie sixteenth scssi<m of the AlMndis Women’s Conference commenced its 
sitting at the Town Hall. Cwanada on the 29th. December 1941. 'Jbe Piesideiit-eleen 
Mrs. Vijoya Lakshmi Pamltl, arrived in an imposing procession passing Ibrongh 

the main rood. . . . . .t. v • r 

On the President’s side of the dais were sealed the Yuvarant of Fttha^ram, 
Mrs. Ramenhwari Nehru, Mrs. Kamala Dcyt, Mrs. l/rmilu Mehta and the Keeep- 
tioii Committee Vicc-PresidciJis and Be4retarics. 

Welcome Address 

The Yuvarani of Pithapurom, Cliair-womaii of the Reception CommittM. 
in welcoming Mra. Pandit and other dclcgatrs, said that women could not fail 
toUkenotiM of world cv nis, for that imaginary line of dcmarrationr between 
world affairs and national affairs was last diimppcsriiig. It was as mu^ for tlicin, 
the women, as for men, to take up the Vj* 

aud equip themselves for the coming w®!** . ^ 

period comes to be written, let it not be said that the womw had IMledf 
observed. '•'The All-India Women’s movement is not an MaM moveML It 
is part of a great world movemeat. We are 

■tieal^ of conviction, our comrades, ^ woiwmi in China, ^ 

AmtSSk an lacing the cruel 

havi to hma a similar fate. I am eonfideni that the women of ipia cowitry will 
thm be not found wanting. 
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**T]i 6 women*! movement in tide eonntry hu yet to travd n long road, 
when compared with aimilar movemente in other countries. Our righte ought 
to be yet reeognieed, and they are to be established. The freedom of the woman 
ia to be establisiied on a baaia of eonality with man. Our movement is not against 
anyone, it ia entirely to help vindicate the natural inherent rights of the women 
which have been for a long time denied. We do not claim any special privileges, 
as the so-called weakd* sez. I even feel that it cannot be said, women have no 
place in the army. This is conceded to a great extent in some of the other 
countries. While peace, and not destruction ol humanity, is the cherished desire 
of the woman, an active role in the war machinery becomes a sacred duty when 
arms ought to be taken up in the defence of Justico and liberty.*’ The Yuvaranee 
added that while the women of the country had dntiea ' to perform by the 
society as members of the society on a footing of social equality with man, 
they could not forget and ignore their duties by the home. Here the woman 
shouldered one great responsibility, the. responsibility of bringinli; up children. 
In helping the formation of their character, their outlook on life in giving shape 
as it were to the very life of the future citisens of the world, they were expected 
to perform a great task. Ckincluding, the yuvaranee appealed to women to take 
their dot share in the riiaping of a better world. 

Ahndal Report 

Mrs. Urmila Jtehia, General Secretary, presented the annual report of the 
Conference. The report stated that despite the worsening international situation 
the year under review had been one of steady quiet work for the Conference 
and its branches. Constructive work of various kinds had been undertaken by 
the 98 branohest and 150 sub-branches, with their 10,000 members scattered 
all over the land. New branches had bimn opened at Kashmir and Hyderabad 
Sind (originally a sob-branch), while the flagging energies of the Patna branch 
were revived by Mrs. Pandit. The branchea varied in size from thoee with a 
thonaaud membera aa ia Mahasmahtra to amall gronpi of women doing as impor- 
lane work in more difficult and less advanced areas. All branches have been 
doing, a ciitain amount of week in the spread of literacy among adults. While 
one or two had closed down their classes for want of funds, the Bombay branch 
wee the foramoal in its eflbrts to eradicate ffliteracy. 

The branchea were also attending to the health of women and ebildren by 
running clubs, pbyeical activily centres, lectures on sanitation and dietetics, 
dtatribttiion of milk to needy children and hospital visiting. Soma branches 
ware running nursery and elementary schools. Training of woman in homecraft 
and Industries nod the marketing of these products as well ae finding emptoyment 
for women was undertaken by tome branches. 

Frbiidebtial Address 

Mrs. Fu'oyu Lakehmi Pandit, in the course of her presidential addreaa, said : 
*1 WM unable to share in your deliberatiODS last year, but 1 followed each detail 
of tha Myeoce Session from behind the bars of the Ntini Central Prtsoo and read 
with intereet and satisfaction of tbs work tint was being done and the spirit that 
waa moving our sintera to greater efforts in every direction. But the world moves 
10 rapiffiy these days tliat already last year seems a century old. New problems 
aiiee Wore old ones have been solved— new doubts create confliet in our minds 
and a heavhiesa in our hearts—leaving us weary. The problems of our own 
country loom large More ne, but larger and more ’threatening are thoee world 
problema whieh we^ ms women , have to face. The war ranges unabated and draws 
nearer to onr country. Buffering and sorrow go through the world hand in hand 
leaving decolatlon In countless homes in many countries. Lei os spate a moment 
to cend a world ol aympatby and ffreetiiigs to all thoee people whoee countries 
aie to-day involved in war.’* She regretted that it had not been poaible for 
any vfaitora from overaeaa to attend the eetaion of the Conference and that Mica 
Yma Brittain, the authorecs of '^Letters to Peace Lovera” waa not permitted to 
attend the eeseion. She weloomed Srimati Kamaladevi to the Oonference after her 
long abcenoe abroad ’'where the has so aUy represented India’s cause in many 
oonntrita ** 

Friiioiplb op Nov«Violhigb 


PioeeadlDi, Mii. Pandit laid : "For amral yearn now 
paaMd reaoluttona eipieiaini its opinkm agi’ ‘ 
hiicnatioual ptohlemi. Unfbrtuaately. however. 


oni OoofeL 

e method of aolving 
not 
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Tm fir bejond the hell in which they were pessed, nor hes there been perhepe en 
ed^nete undentendinK on the pert of the roeiority of our eietere of the impll* 
^ enti-wer molntioiii. To-day the fOsaibilHy of wer li neerer to 
IndM wen ercr before. Wars do not come uj»oii one unawarea. They ere the 
in^iteble consequence of certein policies. A war is the resnlt of certain economic 
end other eeuaea. So long as governments persist in such |>olicirs so long will 
wars, with all the tragedy they involve, recur from time to time. In the West 
our sisters ere thinking deeply over these problems. Progressive organ isetione 
ere trying to find a b^ter way of edjiistiiig human and national relations in thd 
post-war world. It is in planning for a new world order that women should take 
their share. Women’s organisations should throw all their weight in favour of 
world disarmament and peacefully labour for the establishment of a iiister 
political and economic order. In spite of the criticism and ridicule which haa 
been directed at the non-violent creed, there is an increasing number of thinking 
men and women all over the world who believe that if the world is not to destroy 
itself and revert to barbarism, it must ultimately accept the principle of non- 
violence. As women wo have a special rcs))onsibility cast on iia. Wo must 
decide whether we shall ally ourselves to the forces of life, or those of death. 
Hhall we bear sons only that they may murder other women’s sons and help to 
i^aintain a system which stands aelf-condemned T Or shall we raise our united 
voice ill favour of a brave new world wliere human life and human liberty 
receive the resiiect which is their due, where progress and security are within 
the grasp of each individusl ? The choice is before us. 'J'hc future, not for 
women ouly but for huinauily as well is what the womon of to*day make of it. 
Let us not treat this matter lightly.” 

Referring to India’s attitude to the present war, the PrcBiiJcnt pointed out 
that the authoritative nature of British rule In India contradicted Britain’s an- 
Bouncement aliout her war aims and asked unless the right of India to freedom 
wu lecognised how could the people of India fight to preserve the freedom of 
otner nations, unless it was recognised that the new world must be built up on 
the co-oiieralion of a free people in a free world order what ultimate good could 
come of a victory even by the soealled progressive tiowers. 

WoiiK Before the Cowferekce 

After referring to the work of the Conference during the past 16 years 
as a representative organisation of the womanhood of India, Mrs. Pandit urged 
Uiat while eschewing narrow yiarty politics, they could not keep Ihemselvea from 
current political thought and pleaded for the conference allying itaelf with all 
those progreBBive movements in India which worked for liberty— the libertv of the 
individual au well as the liberty of the country. She also empbaiisea the need 
for the co-ordination of all women’s organisations in the country under some 
federal sclicme. She added that the conference instead of endnivourlug to tackle 
a variety of problems should concentrate this year on those which were of special 
signifiesnee and see to what extent they were able to work them out. have 

ill the yiart worked for the removal of illiteracy. This field is so vast that our 
Mails hsve been negligible. If we could coiiceiitrste for st lesst one year on 
this as the major item of our programme in every province we could aehieve 

vorUi-while results. A msss drive against illilerscy started by the Conference 
would instantly evoke a response from other progressive groups and would help 
ns to establish closer contacts with the villages and with the workers In fields 
asMl factories. This would also be a means of educating women in the ideals 
of Uw Conference and developing in them a sense of their own responsibilities. 
Wo knTC before ns a scheme for a model village. The idea is good but there 
are many difhcuUies which will have to lie faced. Such a project requires the 
nadivided nttentioD of those who take it up. For good work we require trained 
whole-time workers who will live in the village. I am not sure, bowev^, II 
even we can do ooytlilng of real value, llie main problem of the village 

is ooe whieh the vilhm must solve himself tbrongb a desire for better conditione. 

We COB of coniie hdp to aronso eoneciotmess. In tiie village projeet beeldes 

litsmey. aMfieal aid, eCe., whieh will nainrslly form part of any , such scImm 
would lihe tho Quotiioo of eoUojse iadustrics and eo-operalives to veeetve the 
etteothm whM is iheif doe. Tbcirimpoitonoe cannot be stieaaed too etioiigly. 
Eor mi MfeBtanl eomitij the eotti«e lodostry beeomes o 
tib sKded hfay lodMiqr hat os o mipplesMtory fm whieh cm hfip to edvo 
te fivv t* pmte ef tim vfllbNr- The woih done by eo-opemtlvcs la ChiBO 
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hat tliowii Itow ▼tlimhio tlicir contrttMiUon fan be to the national life of a 
eouniry. Wc thoiild tliercforc remcmlter Ihme two itema when worUna out our 
Tillage project.*' Mra. Vanilit welcomed the recommcndatioitt ot the Hiadn Law 
CommiUce and added that what waa urgently rrqiiired waa the codideation of the 
whole of Hindu law baecd on the priitciplee of equality of etatiia between man and 
woman. 

raOMOTlON OF COUMUHAl. llAaMOKY 

. In concliiiion. Aire. V. L. Pandit ap|icaled to the delegatee to do thdr bit lor 
promoting communal harmony and removing liatri'ii and euepicion that had 
cropi into our midst. An organieetl effort on lichalf ot the Coaftrciieo to reatore 
harmony between the connniinities. abc aaid. would have far-rcachiiig rcanlia. 
**India belonge to all of us. Her grcatiicaH is the result of that culture to which 
each sect and religion has contributed. Her imst glory as wdl aa her present 
fallen condition are the handiwork of her cuildicn. We cannot evade onr 
rea))onsibiiity by pleading other activities. Borne of the work wc have done may 
have value, but if we can contribute even in a am.all measure to the unity of India 
we shall not have lived in vain.** 

The Afiiharaja o/ Pithapurnm and Mr. T, Pntkaiam then addressed the 
Oonferciiee by siwcial invitation. The Coiifereiico then adjourned. 

Resoltttlons— Second Day— CoeaDada-~30lh. Deeember 1941 

War akd Pracb Aims 


Reaolntions of condolence touching the demise of Dr. Riifiindranath Tagore, 
and Mrs. Hirahai Tata were moved tiy the chair and passed to-day. 

'I he following resolution ]iro)H)6ed by the President and seconded by Mrs. 
Hannah Sen on War and Peace was iinanimonsly passed : 

*ThiB Conference is of tiic opinion that permanent peace caniMvt Iw achieved 
eiecpt on the priiiciplcs of fieedom and jtisUcc equally applicable to all nations 
and races, that an immediate and fundamoiiial cliange in the present structure for 
a post-war world can be coustrueted only out of (tolicies initialed and 
operat^ during the present war, and that llritain't statemenis regarding her 
flu aims cannot make any moral appeal to tlic fieoples of the world so long as 
aha refuses to alter her present itolicy in regard to India. 

*'i'his conference reiterates its abhorrence of war and declares that if war is 
persisted in. it must inevilnbly lead not only to meaningless destruction but also 
to tbe deteriomlion of moral values. It, therefore, firmly Ikclieves that human 
progress is ]>ossible only in a world free from military doininalioii mid based on 
the acceptance of interiialional disarmameiit.** 

Women’? Voi.untkiir Corps 


Another resolution which runs ns follows was also passed : 

'In view of the crilicsl times and the itanger of air attacks, such M Rangoon 
has experienced recentiy, in all i>snB of India, this (’onfcreiice resolves that in- 
structions i>c issiicii to ail its brsnehes to concnitratc in the immediate future ou 
iraiuing Uieir members for humnnitarittii work. 'I'his Conference is emphatically of 
the oninion that tlie duty of Uie Jlianciics of All-India Wpmeirs HrgnnisatioD is (o 
play their iwrt in developing ctjitrcs where their members will hi trained to help 
the citizena in moiq^nU of crisis. , . • ... . 

"Towanls Uiis end, it siiggcifts that the following Si^bemes be undertaken and 
that an A. 1. W. C a Voluiilnvy Crops be fonneit indcpcudciilly of other orgaui- 
saUons. Bcheme of work— (a) allaying panic among the masses : (b) assisthq; to 
the evacuation of women’ and children from the tl»rea!rned areas ; (c) amwging 
for first-aid and cmcncency imrslng courses ; (d) facditnting Uie distiibuMon of fowl 
and other necessities in the affected arena ; (c) helping ill piolcetive measures and 
after-air attacks ; and if) tackling internal diHrupiioii. , . . . , 

AuoUicr resolution urging that, in view of liic aimormal nse in twice of 
esaeiiUal coinniodiiics and its consequent icimrrii^on, the (Sovernracnis, b^h 
Central and Ptoviiici.al, should enforce the control of prices without delay, wsa ylao 
pMoed. The Conference then adjourned. 

Reaolnlieiis— ThM Day— Coeanada— 51at Deeemher 1941 
BESOI.VTION on Civa iJlIXRTICfl 

Ibe Conference pessed a rcwlution imi civil libertica staling "that in Uiese 
times when ciicroachmcut on national freedom threatens to deslory those inherent 
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iiiiliridiiiil rtifhU which tire to prcHMouH a heriUifse oC rivillttiioii lliit Conference 
atfs«>i>iAiei iitcif wiih tiich or;;iiiiiH:iiknit all over ilie worlU m nre tlrivini; to 
Iireiicnre the fiiiidanental riditt of nil hiini.'.n wliicli. aiiioiik othimi. are Uie 

riililt of aHtocUlion, aecittity of proivriy, lilK*rly of Niiee*li, frectloni of the fireat. 
rcli^iioiH wortliip, eircct i»nK'r.4si.Ni4 and dumoiitimtiima, and ri};liUi of itortonal 
ais-iirity,” The Conferciiee m'onktl Iih emplintic prouat aisaintt at tempt to enriail 
iiiincccot.'irily the civil lilh'rliori ut Indiiiii |HX)j»lc and deiOiiiidod immediate reatora* 
lion of all aiich lilHirtiea. 

Retoliitions cotr'ntiilaii::;; the Mysore Clomiiinetii in apiHNntin); a woman 
diM'lor a Chief Metli' ul (>!ri>'iT of nil uuiiien’a IiimihUiU in the Slate and fclicitatini; 
the S. N. 1). T. Indian Woiiieirit IJiitwrsity i»ii the octaaioii of iit ^Ivor Jnblltso 
eoleUratioiin. were alto pasited. 'I'lic coiiforcnce Iheii ieriiiiiiiited. 


The Rau Committee Report 
n Hindu Women a Righ ta 

In thin coiiiicctioii wo rcpnrliife hclow !!:c icport of Sir P. ffira’a Hindu 
l.a\T Coininitioc wiiich w:ia piiidii<iiod from Nt .v iM ilii on the SOth. Jnly till. The 
rc|H>rt O|>cnod tluii the only way of rtMimviii;; dt'fccta in tlic law felating 

lu Hindu woiiicira rielptt to pio;vriy ta to ti\oid pn^rcnirid li*):iitlntion and tiv take 
till aa early aa tiiu i‘odiii! U‘.ioit of Hiiidit law, l»c;:intiin); with the law 

of Biiccoitaiiiii . 

The 11‘iu ('oiiiinitlcc wua npimiiitol in .luiiiinry ihin year to examine the Ifindii 
Women ’a Ui;>iitH Ui IMotanty Afi ot ttt!V (an amtinled Uy Act XI of 10U8) with 
pariifidar reference to Hvu private thII.H : u> aiirh aniendmenia to the Act 

aa woahl, liraily, rcajl.vc the (lotihla fi !i na- to the ctiiialTiirlion of the Act : aceondly, 
to clarify the iiainrc of Un* ri.:ht confein*d hy iho Act upon the whk»« ; and. 
Utiidly, to remove any iiijuHtici: that may have been dune hy the Act to the 
daughter ; and h) examine iunl ntlvtsc on Mr. K. Santananra lliiidii lew of 
]aheritam*e fAmciidniGiii) Iliil and Ur. (I. V. iHahmiikh’a Hindu Wonicn’a itiithti 

to* ScimraM! Itettiitouce ami .Maiutcnnnt'e ITdl. 

The iVininiiltee baac their iciomnicndationa on oiuninim roTiVed i t anawer to 
a <|ucatioikiiAire aeivl, ill three partN, to lit’.;h Cnict Judaea, diaiiu^iiiahed lawyere 
ami ctli/.cuH. meinberH oI the tVntral UxiHhilnrc, ili^h Court liar IJhrariea, heiida 
of rclh.;ioiia iaairtut ioivy, Wotneira A asocial ions, aov’ial rcfotiw iMOeialionfl mid 
randil'a Aaeuciaikuiia, aiuoii^ oihera. 

The UcrH)ri huim imii rlio defo'ta iit the Actn of 1017 and 1029 whii*h the 06m* 
miUcc tliemaehvH deies tv^d or whi' li were broii;:ht to their notice. *^])effcta of 
I Ilia kind/’ the Commtitcr aiate, **arc incvitaldc in piccrmcid let;ialntion efCurtiiiK 
futidaiiiciital crluii^j^ea in lliiulii L:\xr. The only nafe ennrae ia not to make any 
[ondatnimtal idiaii^CM by laolatctl a<*ti ; i^ firiidamciital ch(u»t;eii have to lie 
mad;*, it in wiieHi to Hiirvev the whole richl ami ciiact a cialc, if not of the whole 
of Hindu Law, nt least of thuao hraiichca of it which are necvMorily atTeeted by 
the ciHitiniivhilcd Uvii»laiioii.” 

**\Ve do nut au;;i;rHt” the CnininiUeo roiitiniie, "tliat nil paria of the law 
ahould be takrri in hand at om r. I'lic moat nraeiit part, tiauiely, the law of 
HUi'ccHHioii (intdiidtiii; of I'oursi*. woiiicrt'a rt^iifi* in that connrrlton) may bo taken 
up lirMt ; then the law of inarri:u:c ; and ho on. After the law rdaiinK to each 
part liAH lliii!i licrii ic<ln<*cd to tUalntory form, the varhma Acta may lie oonaoli* 
datcil into a aiiiKlo rodr. We tfiin aa a rtxiaunalilc compromiae between 

pic(*eim*id Ir^iHlatioii and wIioh-Halc rodirn-alion.’’ 

The t\nnmittec next disniHs what hIioiiIiI lie done with the A«^ta now In 
force until a cumprciicirHi\i» law of HiH*.*i*Hsioii can lie impared. SuiqtcaUona In 
the aiiHwcra to llic ipirHiionnain*. that the Acta slituiM he rciwaled. are lUamlaaed 
HH **iinihiiikahlc primarily on ilic uronnd iliai thcae Acta have calabllahed an 
iai|K)riant t*riuciple lahl »lowii *.»,'•«>) yrara b;:o. but alao bc«*atnie they hava 
conferred n;;htH. on the faith of which inii'ortaiit tranaactiona have alrvatl^ beeii 
etiicrfsl into. . . .... 

fhi the i|iieHtioii of aiiiemlin;; the two Acta, flic CiOwimitlee eapreaa their donbta 
aH to the ur;;ciicy or wiH«iiini of aiiiciidiii'r h;;THlatioii in tlic prraciit rirciiaittaocea. 

‘*Wi* fivl Ihal IhiM in not ilic time for contruvrrHtal fe^tHlation,” the Committee 
hlntc. ''if there arc obixniititH and aiioiuatiea in the Ada. lei the conrta imwov# 
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them M end wlien ooeatton eriece, io ihet ilie shock of cadi decbion Jiaa .tiine to 
die down Iwfore the next one eonics. 

**Wo do not think that it would lie wise or worth while for Government to 
stKMiHor leeisUtion likely to arouiie hiiur controversy-^cspccinlly at the present 
tiroe-^mercry for the sukc of reinovin}( the deferU in an iaoiated Act or two. The 
better plan would lie to leave the Acta to Uteir operation for the present and to 
leidace them aa early aa poHHihlc bv a comprdienHive Jaw on the subject of 
auccesaion enacted at ieianre and enmodytu}; adittiona on which there is a 
substantial measiire of affreement." 

llie Committee proi*c(ui to discuss the need for amending; Uie A-nts ot 1937 and 
1038 to remove any injiialire that may have been done by these A<tte to the 
daughter. Taking the case of llctiKnl, the Oummitlcc analyse the ..(rains and Jusaes 
resultinit from the working; of Uic Acts, and arrive at (he condnaiou •Clint **4.he 
injustice done to the daughter and other licirs by t)roniotinir Qie widowed 
daiitthter-iiidaw over their heads is not of so ( ioar or pressin*; a character ns to 
need immediate relief and tliat it may well await the (;eiicrtti review of the law 
of succession which wc have pro|H>scd/^ 

The Committee add, however, that the lar>re mioority of fheir rorres}ion dents 
have adY'^caied the (immediate admission of the diiu(rhter lo an r^tial aharc with 
the dati(i;htcr-in-1aw where these alone are the surviviiifi; heirs. In deference to 
these views, and in compliance with the terms of icferenccs, the Committee have, 
therefore, included a provision for this piirpOHO in their draft of the <darifyin(r Hill. 

After csaniiiHti(' Hills promoted liy Mr. Akhil (Jcb'uidrn Dntta, l#r. Dcslimitkii 
and oiht^'s, the (Joinniitlec express the opinion that these may well await the 
codification BU(;^cstcd. 

UiRcussin;; what ahould be done with the Acts of 1037 aiitl 1038 peiulin(r 
codificaiton, the Coininiltce express the view that, as there is no question of 
re|)cal, they must either he amended or left iiiioinctided. 

They hold that aiuciidnicnt is Inadvisable at present hnt., ui case il, is 
eonstdored that the A<Mr on^lit not to be left uiinnienried, even for the lime boinK, 
they have drawn up the rou(;h draft of an anKrtiditi;; Hill ((;ivcii as an appendix 
to the Uc(K)rt). 

Whether the Acts arc amended or left nnamciiik'd, the Committee stato, it ia 
nccesaary to persuade the (fovcriiors* • ProviiKx's to enact jMirulIel lei^islation for 
at^ricidtiinil hind, with rctroH|H.N'tive efhNrt, in order to (;ivn widows Uic fnll 
measnre of the iienefit whi(di the framers 4)f the A«'.U contemplnicd, to avoid 
a multiplicity of rules of sncccHsiQii, and to protect transactions already entered 
into on Uic faith of the Acts. 

The rough draft of a Hill tor OovcvHors' rrovimTs is given as an appendix 
to the Heiiort. 

Ill 4;oticJnmon, Iks CommVlUTO stale : **'rhe recom racudation wJiich wc abonld 
like to stress most strongly is that rclaliiig the preparation, in gradual wtages. 

of a com)df!to node of Hindu raw The niin Hlmuld be, ns far as possible, lo 

arrive at agreed aolutious and to avoid unytliiiig likely to aroimc iMsrinuMitoiis 
controveray. This heed not mean any real slowing down of the pace of rWuriii, 
for true reform prot^ecds by iieratiasiiMi rather iliun conndoa. Our own cx))crieiK*c 
leads tts to believe that a substantial ineaHiirc of agreement will he possihlc. 
provided reformer and conscr^aHve resolve l:i ai'tK'al tn ilie liest in ea**!! oUict.” 

Aii)ieiidcd to the Uiqiorl is the full testt of ilm dixrision of the Frdeml Omirt 
on qnestlmis referred |o it at the in stance t>l Ike 4!nmmiUce, estaldishing tiint the 
Aid of 1937 and the AwietMluig Art ^ ]'.I38 am wrcctive only in r<rs(wct of pro|Ksrly 
other Uiati Agncaktiial lands in (lovemors* Hrovinecs. 



The All India Medical Conference 

Eifkleenth Setsioii— Hydflfmbad— seth. Deeenibor 1041 

Thb Presioektial Address 


Presidinc over the Eighteenth Session of the AIMiidis MedictI Coiiferciiee held 
at Hyderabad on the 2Gth. Deeember 1941. l>r. K» 8, Ray rcvkirrd ibo cuiidilion 
of the medical profession in India and cxplnisicd the wsys in which the ixxtiiioti 
could In; improved. 

Dr. Ray referred to the lack of siifTicicnt interest on the |>art of the autho- 
rities in matters ^onrernin:' public health and medical aid. The expenditure on 
medical aid and public health work in Hritiah India did not exceed .4 per cent 
of the total reventip. while the correspondinj' proportion in Clrcat Itritain 
was over 23 per cent. 'IliG Public Ifeslih and Medical Departincuts of the 
sevenil Provinces had not to their credit any eomprchcrtKive planiitn^ or or|.'aiii- 
xalioii for provision of medical relief in the interior of the country where the 
hulk of oiir peojile lived. A broader and more realistic view of things waa 
needed. Disinclination to utilise the resonrccs. whi<‘h existed in tlic host, of 
private praeliiioners, was another rc};rcU:iidc fealnro of the odicial mind, 'I'Jiis 
water-iit^ht harrier and want of cO'OiK'iaiiuti Ijctwcen the oMirial and non-oflic.ial 
medical men had to he removed. 

'l*hc only way of provirlinf^ medical aid to the villa . »’r, the doctor saUI, was 
for the folate to make out a eomprchciiHivc ]dnn of ilic »*ouniry, find out how 
the peofile were dislributcd in it. what were ihc diseiiHcs which were endemic in 
difTereiit areas, what were the methods of prcvcmisi); ilicm and of |.ivliij 5 
medical aid in case of illness, and then utilise the immense iih)oh(?h in the shaiio 
of medical practitioners, who could be induced with Stale uici to set up in the 
difTerent areas and whose services would be available lo the fnriheirnost limit 
of this vast country preparing;; schemes for prevention and cure of dt«c;ises. 

Dr. JiT. .S. //oy then referred lo the injCHtion of leformiiiji and iintnovin;; the 
standard of medical education so ns lo adapt it to the hc^iIh of the connliy and 
he pleaded that a new altitude must be developed in the him heal Hindent so an 
to cet liim lo be inicrested in health, not chiefly m cIhcpkc. J he Itidnui aP’dical 
Conntil, the speaker added, had adopted a wsolu lion limt tlnic slmiihl be one 
uniform minimum standard of medical cduf-alion for t.is whole country and niilcsH 
a practitioner had reached that standard, he would not be iidimltcd to the l.cjHral 
lle^ister which the Indian Medical Conneij dcjsircd in uiaintaiii. Im obvious micn- 
lion was that medical HchcKds which failed to come m; to li.e sUindaid slionid craw 
to exist The niieslion was how far the stweral I ruv 11 . c«h would a» rec to 
thiJ wursc. Madras and the lb P. had adupled it but other Piovinces htul not 
done so. 
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y reiirettmble, Iw ^id. ntesent scarcity of the hirpi^oi drug's, owinjs 

Ray dso siifTircatcd that n penimiieni coiniiiiitee of 

immcdialely set up,to e xplore the 


in the Indian The n jeciion by the niilhuritics o’f 

^rvice then offered, were ®f**;*y^f*X c ***« 

iS^U«j|. ot‘lh“,Sron“ .e ground Li it o» co..Kii...tio..al ... 

extremely reiirettable, lie said. 

^ ^Dr. i?uy iiso ‘ 

UdMb^.u!!‘^omtott ?,!’ Wia'****’"^ (TomVinrcnrwl .oiiMitmcra IVtar.l 
■Toim of UniB * .“a to iH, alDioit ik:W-»..« 1. i< i.i i» her 

for this purfiM Indfe when the war cca^ed adfspiate nicasiircs 

iieeda. *9 Government should s^ ^ of i^isi-war euiii|H;tiiion. In 

were taken to save these new in^i the need for an Indian pharma»'i»|NH4» whi- Ii 

Ihir oonnecUon, the eiwakp 'SjLitcrii s' sicnis Ihii also ih«.w! of Ayiirvedh; and 

e^ld include not only druirs . l’,haimiiioloi:ital values had Uui iio\ul, 

Unani pictJUiaiooe whowi Uieraiicutic auU pnairomum., 

36 
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Dr* Rap, nrocccilin}:, referred to ibe miacity of workers in the field of mcdicnl 
resesrch in India. The Government had an orj^anisation called the Indian Research 
Fund Aeiiociation, hut the terms under wbivh its were mide led to so 

much ofileial control that the irofker was seldom a free •aKcnt. If red-tapism 
eontiniu^ to hamper tlic activities of the Research Fund Association, they should 
appeal to our tdiiianlhropic rich to do their duly to the country by enconraKinft 
research by their private charities. The st)caker also pleaded for more facilitica 
for ixtst-cradiiaic and sficcial coiirsos by the iiniveisiiies so that students miuht 
after antdttation make advanced studies in the siibjccts of their choice. He further 
nrited the Universities to institute a scf^rafc conrse i:i nursing and grant diplomas 
or degrees: in it. 11^ might also establish separate institutions with attached 
boapiials for the training Of nurses. 

Adverting, in coiielusion, to the need to )»ut down quackery. Dr. Rsy said 
that while st»read of education won Id do a lot to convince the |vrople of tlie evila 
of quackery, whnt was urgently iieeilctl now was the introduction of health insu- 
rance or a sysrem of lot'al subsidy wbivb .would more and more lure the qualified 
people to the villages and cnalilo them to liquulatc qiiavkcry. 

Resolations^Sseond Day— Uyderabsd— 28th. December 1941 

AnOLtTlON OP Raciai. DtSriNOTIOy 

'Fhe Conference passed a number of resolutions urging the authorities to deal 
with the nroblenis of ntitrition, sclf-siitrudeiit y in drugs, ttrepa redness of the country 
to meet air raids and oilier matters coiinci*tr(l with the medical profession .in India. 

A resolution moved by Dr. Jirntj Mehta of Bombay stated that, until the 
civil side of the J. M. r*. was entirely done away with and the racial distinctions 
lietweeii Itidisu and British members thereof os embodied iu the Government of 
India reaolution of March 1037 and the distinctions which existed at present lie- 
tween the difTereiit groups that constituted the 1. M. 1>. were removed and tintill 
the liceiiciates were also granted coiiimisaioiiH in the I. M. S., the Government 
would find It extremely diirictilt to persuade the mcnil>crs of the indet>eiidc}it me«li- 
cal profession to Volunteer to any appreciable extent to join the Army Medical 
Service. 'The rcsotutmn also exprestea the opinion that the I.M.S. and I.M.D. as at 
present constituted had failed to supply Uic needs of the Indian Army during the 
war and that the civil side of the l.M.8. had totally failed in its "alleged ob)cct of 
being a war reserve*'. 

Dr. Jivraj Mvhtn was of the view that the civil side of the I. M. B. and 
I. M. 1>. services should l»c abolished ns early ns )H>ssiblc and iliat the racial dis- 
crimination between the Indian and . British members of tiic I. M. 1$. siiould be 
done away witli. Here Dr. Mehta rcfcrrcil to the ineiiirioiicy 'Of that service and 
out how utterly it had failc<i in duty of making the iictrossnry nrovisio 
or the supply of solid blood plasma orHilooil stuiim so very essential for the treat- 
ment of nersons, both inilittiry and civil, suH'ering from sliock ns a rmult of 
bombing. vVitlioiit such ponipt supply the death rate amongst the casualtiea as 
a rcanit of air raids would mount up trcmeiulously. Dr. Mehto fiictlicr said tiiat 
even the an^Aiatua no'casary for preimring sol hi Idood i>hisma was not av^lable 
ill tlie country though Uic war was raging for over *JV montlis. From what he 
knew aa to what was* happening in tliis coniiet*tion he said tluit tlic Hiith Command 
of that oervice was' until vdry rocentiy merely tinkering-' with the prblilm. Evident- 
ly, the 'icnater ila inoRKicney, the more tlmt m^rvit-r was kivii on preaerving its 
yeatoit intensata by vtMnlnniiig.its civil sulc and until it was rooted out completely, 
llr-l^Mobla eoncdndoiL tho'mc((i<*nl interests of the ctmiitry would siiffiar. 

’DsMjtHn voK A Nimimox CaMtiissmN 

The Confmtfee drew the attention of Uio iiovemmcnt and the public to the 
•tewdily deteriocattng fihytk|ne of the nation vansoll, amungst oUier tliinga^ by mal- 
nutrition and adnltecatioii of food, and demanded n Nutrition I'omuiisaion to study 
the aiilijoot in all Its liearinga and maiic certain m’Oininciidatioiia in tliis connection. 

The Oonferenco endorsed the views exproHsed liy some memliere of the 
IKdieal piofeseum regarding the diet of HT* class prisoners generally and particularly 
In Gentcml Provineea iails and urged the Government to invcsiigatn into the mailer 
and provide milk for *0* elese priMmers. 

The Conference by a resolution moved by Dr. R. A. Amrtur of Kaiaehi 
deidoiid the comiilcte lark of prciuvredncaa of the country to meet air attacks ao 
far M the medical aide was couccnicd, aud viewed with appccheualon the dbele 
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tfci* ffMmtkw without properlv fiNiiiicd iftniUurj and medial amn|$6iii«iita 
woaM eauie md colted Bpoii all loeaf bodiea to Uka nieasuraa, in eotia./.^.:^.. 
th^Manlim d the aMdinl tnofawion to meet the threat and meet Uw probable 
onlweak of epideaiie d t acaaea. 'llic rcaointion aleo iitKed all medieal orii^iaatioiia 
In Che eoniilnr to ee^operate with iiie loeal bodice in thia (connection. 

The Conlocenee ncwed the Central and Frovincial (torerumonta to piTo eflbet 
to a eaaHMMlieiiaive ec^ae for aakinK India MlC-euaicient in dniKi and help the 
iadiatiy by |irovuliii|c daring the war fadlitia for itetiinK raw citemicai roateriala 
and a a rmafr y not afailable in India, by lane of priority ecrlificata after the 
war and by provkiini; UrilT protoetlon and bnying for Government Medioai Storea 
dniaa d atandard qiialitia from die iiidiKcnoue mantifaeliiriiiK firma only. The 
Cooferewee ako arited the florernment to adopt the riHrommendaiiona of the Driiga 
JEuqatry Cbaaittee of the Govern men t of India (lUJO-30). 

PaoTBBT Against Rbcakuno of ItwriRSD Ofpickbs 
The Qonferenee protested ni'aiiiat the practice resorted to by the Central and 
Prorineial Governments of recslliti); to Uie hi|;licr posts in the Civil Medirol 
DsMurtmeni retired men, as this blo(‘kcd ilie proiiiolion of iunior men to dioae 
hbroa posu to which they may have risen, if su(b rctireu men had not been 
le-appoittled diicitig the period of the ivar. 


The Associated Chambers of Commerce 

Aannal Session— CaletttU->15th. Deeemba 194 1 
The VicbroyM Address 


The Annual General hicctinft of the AasoiMnted Chambers of Commerce waa 
held In Calcutta on Uie 15th. Dseenber 1941. The following is the teat of the 
Vieeroyh apeech on die occasion 

*1 thank yon most warmly for die welcome you have given me here to-day, 
and I need not say how preat a pleasure it ih to me to meet you spin, or how 
gmtly 1 esteem the privilfcic tlmt you Itavc extended to me of adaressiiig you. 
This ts the siath occasion on which I have had that privilege. You know how much 
importaoce 1 aUacli to die op]>ortuiiity it gives me of s|>cskiiig at large on mattera 
of great moment not only to die eommcrciai community, which you, genUemen, 
r e p r eaent but to an audience wider far. 

‘‘Before 1 proceed witli my remarks, I hope you will allow me to say how 
Kind I was to hear the tribute which you, Bir, have ]>sid to llis Bxcclleiu*y Hir 
John Heibert Few iKXiide can know licttcr Uiaii I do the seal and the ciiUiiisiasm 
whidi he has displayed in his most heavy and rcs|»onsiblc charge, and the imini 
at whk*h he haa been not only to acipiaint iiimsclf with the problems of Uiat cnariDD 
on paper but to maintain contact wiUi every corner of the I'rcsidcncy, and, ihroiign 
hia own example, and his own keen interest, to encourage, every endeavour tluit 
has bm made in siipimrt of the war cflort of Bengal. ... 

“Ill your B|icrcli to-day. hir, yon touched on a number of iHMiits of peat 
importance, and I will do my Uwt in what I have U> say to comment on them. 
I MUMild like also, with your |icrinissioii. to say a brief worn towards die end df 
my speech on die Indian I'olitical situation, and on Uic dcvcIo|>mciiU diat have 
taken i4a(*e in it during the last twelve inoiiths. But to*day, wherever arc may ^ 
the roa^r of first im|K>rUinc(\ die one thing diat dominates onr diouglits, m 
one thing that demands every ounce of energy diet wo j*an s|)cnu, la die Mi(*oeaaful 
pToseriitioii of Uic war and iu successful oiiUoiuc. And it is, Uicmore. of die war 
aud of iu fortiiiicH over the last twelve moiidis, and of India’s contribution to 
it, and Che hel|» that Iiulia has given and is giving, that I would like in the first 
iAwe to B|icak. * 

War l>m*Kix)rNKXi’H 

••ToHl*y Hid miml. of all of na arc full of Uw waiiloii w»l impmcrM 
aggression of die .la|iiiHi«c a;':iitist Um British Kiiipirc and against the Uuile»l 
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MAet ^ Amariok. Lto aaatw, like nan, eaji Oa oU piorarit. Hie Jameea haaei 

eaaiiepto ^ tkaea by. the Naiia-3 deeeil, ^ 
eaUtUoadad dianiBi^ af ^ aeoat aolema «>Uicatiena aad, I traet alaa^ aa a lane 
rkm, pt Aarlrrigiutdntm. Him ia little 1 need eay to you to-doy in a ease eo clear, 
•I * Jnnetim lo critical. A more infAmona Dcirmycl of thw principle wbu^ 
Japan haa in tlia paat claimed to yenerate and to uphold would be difiicult to 
parallel. The wixiiina ia clear to all of aa» aa it is dear to the amaU nations. This 
new and hearj addition to our reaponaibiliiiea is one that we most bend ereiy 
nenre to deal wiui and lo master. And in handling that tpal^ ■luiH 
na^ I am certain, as fully as in the earlier phases of the war, the goodwill, the 
hewrt-felt sympathy and the support of India as a whole. 

**When 1 addressed you last year the Empire was bnt recovering from the 
blow inflicted on it by the defeat of our French allies, and the collapse of France. 
We were through the worst We had stood up to the heaviest battering tliat any 
nation could have had to face. Wc had survived with success many months of 
acute peril and immense strain ; and we were in a position to look forward with 
confidence to 1941. 

“I9il has not belied the hopes that we entertained a year ago. It does not 
see the end of the war. There are before us many critical months, months in 
which we shall pass through grave anxiety, in which wc shall suffer heavy losses, 
in which we shall have to bear the strain of critical situations, before the desired 
outcome is achieved. But we are a year further on the way. Tlie year whicli has 
Just passed has been marked by many events of tlie utmost significance. The 
enepiyV endeavours to strangle us by sea have failed. The Battle of the Atlantic 
still goes on, and will go on. But the threat it constitutes, and the burden it 
represents are less great by mr than those a year ago. 

ViLOUB OF Indian Troops 


By land, we have liquidated the Italian empire in Africa. In that great task, 
wnich the name of our present Commander-in-Chief, His Excellency CTcneral 
ircbibald Wavcll, will for ever impcrishably be associated, the part played by 
i and Indian troops was of the first significance and of the highest value. 1 


Bir Archibald Wavcll, will for ever impcrishably be associated, the part played by 
India and Indian troops was of the first siraiticance and of the highest value. 1 
have the Commander-In-Chief’s personal authority for the outstanding quality of 
their eflbrt and of the contribution that they have made. India’s troofis, fighting 
in North Africa us 1 speak to you, arc maintaining the highest traditions set by the 


Indian Army in the past, ana by their comrades in the earlier phases of this war. 
In Iraq, in Persia, in both of which countries Axis endeavours to turn to their 
ailvantage, by Fifth Column methods and insidious propaganda, the weakness of 
individuals nave been foiled. Indian troops have playM their part. There is, I 
think, some risk that recent events in the Far East may divert attention from the 
great and glorious victory which General Auchinlock and the troops under his 
command, splendidly supported * by the Royal Navy and the Air horces uf tlie 
Empire imve won against very important German and Italian forces, in North 
Africa. In the long and gruelling battle between forces very evenly matched, 
Indian troops are playing a highly disUnguished fiart. The strategic imfiortaiice 
of this battle will, I am convinced, prove to be very great and it is most hcartefliiig 
to notice that upon the first occasion that we have met the Germans on terms of 
equality in iiumoers and armament, our men have proved their superiority. 

“From the United States of America, to which our sympathy ncs out witn 
such sincerity and depth in the shocking aggression of which they have been the 
vietims, the Empire has had, and continnea to liav& help of inestimable value. I>ct 
me say in that connecaioii how great a happinesa it haa been to me to see during 
own * term of ofllde, and at a juncture so oritical as the present, the bonds 
cen the United States of America and India more clos^ knit by Uic 
intment as United States Commissioner to India of Mr. Thomas Murray 
well known to many of us here ; and by the appointaent of Sir GirjA 
iimi aa Agent-Genenil of Indm in America. 

r... * ■ V V 1 I 1 « ... ..Attt — 



When last 1 addrassed you, few of us anticipated that atilt more blatant 
exhibition of cynicism was tu Ins given by a broach of lelatioDS between Germany 
and Huwia, and by the wholly iinprovokod, and wholly uniiistmd, onelaught made 
without a momciiOs iioUce, or a word of warning, by tlMi Nazu (m a nation to 
which they were bound by e\cry form of engagement, lliisaia has had to meet and 
to (*arry tlic shoc k of a devastating and an unprovoked attack. But her rcs|ionse bae 
lieeii inagiilficcnt ; and 1 know, gciitlcniai, that 1 speak f0» you all tonlay whni 1 
say that Die deep and sint err i:o(nI wishes of everyone orua go out to Uusaia and 
to her |i€Ople in Uic batilc Uiry are waging ; and that there la no one of iw whe 
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B nuBuer oi our ngnung men who are oeiending inoia 
» what it waa a year ago. and ten times what it was two jasie 
of our supply ai^stem nu been, I will not say, perfected, nor 


J ia jdwmp room for improvement in '^any system, but it has been brought to a 
pilim of pemnaimoe which commands admiration, and the results of whkii are 
striking in tiw highest degrcj^ Let nm pay due acknowledgment to the part which 
yoor help mid yonr oonatrnetive critieism have played in that achievemeni. 

**lii ornry tern of war-ltke display we are playing our part. Indeed more than 
our part. In every form of financial contribution for weapons, for eouipmenti for 
amenifiea far the fishtiaff forces, for the rdief of distrem uriaing mm tlm war, 
India- tho Btatea and Brititti India alike— remains most generons and open-heeitsd. 
And the miiit of this country, sinoe it first recognised what waa involved In tiie 
stnmgle In which we are engaged, has remained, and remains, calm, firm, 
ooorinead of the necessity of victory, ready to do and to give all in ita power to 
bring victory abont But then is always ways in whicn, as a country and as 
individmda. we can make a still jpresicr contribuUon. 1 am ready to aak for the 
imposeible, and I know that if 1 do I shall get a ready response, not only from 
you genUcmen, and the great commercial community which yon repreaant» but 
from all classes and from every part of India. 

*liet me turn now to some of the important matters on which you have 
touched in the course of your rcroarks. 'i'hcy are without exception directly 
connected with the war, for we have rea«'hed a stage now at which there is no 
activi^ in this counLy, no activity indeed any where in the Km]*ire, that does 
not mrectly or indirectly affect, or arise out of the prosecution of the straggle 
in whi^ we are engaged. 

Oroasisabiow of.Bupply 


'T would like in the first place to say a word about supply. 

Vir, ihe 


. . You can imagine 
how d^ a satisfaction it lias been to me to hear, fe^ir, the encouraging and 
the friendly words uhirh you were good enough to use to>dsy of tlie work 
of my Supply ikpartment. I can bear |•erfonsl witness to tire intensUy of the 
cibrta made by the officers of tiiat ItcpArtment since the beginning of the 
war, and to the nnxiely )»oth of Fir Xofnillsh Klisn and of bis dlsliniralshed 
ancceasor, Sir lioroi Mody, to sec that the very best results possible are araieved, 
whatever the difliculiics that may coiifiont ua. *Jhe progress made baa bam duo 
in part to plans laid well over s year ago l>y those who founded the Department 
aud who saw it thnmgh its early troiildes. But the two great fsrtors in oor 
progifsa have bron the establishment of like forwsid luogrsmmc and the cveaileii 
ol^ Eastern Group Supply Council. . , - 

**llie forward programme has made it possilile to cater into contraeta for sfi 
mouths ut a tiine, and to get industry into contitiuous production. The Bmlern 
Group Supply Council has beyond any question most markedly stimulated tke 
war oTori on tke sup^y tide in India and in the iHuntnIoiis* and other counlrica 
repmented in the hSistern Group. The Ksstern Group Conferrnce gave the 
lUDNsentolivca of the various (iovertiments conmiicd a char idea of ilie iiiduatrial 
Mtanttol of their nrighbours ; and I would like to take^ tlie oppcirtiinlfy to add 
India hau had a very full share of tlie orders that have so far bren placed 
throudi thu Oottudl. The 0 |icniiig of a great new theatre of war i» the ¥w East 
wUliinivIda a sharp test of the clastirHy and souudnews of our pfovmiofi and 
h7ve every confidence that these will emerge with credit. 
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llritrtt iliikt you will wiih m to giTO yon, at briefly as 1 caiu a lew 

ontslandiDg ^laets wbit*b sihwIc for theniselves. The production ef wletfl is bclai: 

midilly up by the effuita, in wlituh I shonld like to pay a am tribute, 

of the Tala Icoti atuf Bleci Compaiiy and the 8tefl Corpontioii of Bepfril. flifioie 
the aisfidie of 1912, production MiouHl ioitCh^a rate of 1.25 aiilllaa tom fier sniuiiii ; 
and Chat is wot a tins! figure, for a aulMtaiLtial increase upon it may be looked 
for. I wouM like to say a word of praise -nnd ri. thanks in this connectm fordiie 
elfiirts of the Tata Iron amt 84«cl Con^uy (irhoss works I hare juiO liad the 
pleasure of visit iiig araiii) 111 luodaciag sjieddi sto^, notably armour yOale and 
bullet-proof welding electrodes. 


rUOniTCriOK op AjlSIA.MUIfT8 

**A1I the liliitiatry of Hnmily Mmsiou projeeU approved by Uis Uideslylt 
Govern men t are mow well laiiitclied and wotk u}K>n them is pfocccdipi; as iaat 
as iioasibie. Civil aeniameiits* nrodiictioa, wht.‘b caeountcred iniiisl difliealljes of 
'Some substance is now slis|>]im well, and the twodnetion of empty shell is aatisfac- 
'lory. There arc diflieiilties still to tio orrroome in the prodiK-tion of ceririii 
Biuiiitioiis compomnvts. Hut tlie work done ditriiig the last twelve roontiis has 
not been wasted, and il am satisfied that we may vesaoiiably take an eneoaiagii^ 
vissr of prostwets. 

*‘lndia*s sbipyaids .are cntp1oye<l to caracity m the conetnictioa of mioe- 
awaiping trawlers and <other email naval ciaft, as well as in repairs to ships of 
tbe'Hns and mcreluiU t4Mbc1s. 

***l*ra«srM* baa been made, I am glad to aay. in aliniittlatiug and developiag 
Ihe findian machine tori iiiuitstry, and simple atacidue tooTa are bow beiiig 
jaaoiriactured in India ha tairly large quaiiiitics. Ktiganeering atores are bdng 
manntetured in van hii^e quantities indeed, and. thsuidk there are still hold-ups 
owioDg to the uneven flow cl material, tlie fabricating workifimps are fully oceupiM. 
The demand for woollen lextilei still nlmorbs IsdUTs capacity to the full. 
Cotton textile demands are iiieiessing rerv rapidly, oad the great cotton textile 
iiidtudry, whoae capacity wo would all of us at one time have thought to be 
idmosi ittcdbaustiblc is now begiiiiiiqg to feel tlie strain of Ihe demsiids plueed 
upon it both for direc't war iwritosee and for various purfioses arising out of war 
oooditloiMi. The Indian silk uuduiflry will shortly asiiat hi the war effort by 
providing the material required for the esicusivc manufacture of man-carrying 
paravhulrs in India. Deinsiids Cor limber have risen to on unjirecedented* lercL 
The Government clothing factories «re now turning out over eight nsilliou garments 
a month. Leather manufaclutcs mre being organised on the same linea ao 
clothing, and the value of the moiiUily output already exceeds fiu. 1.25 exores, 
The oat|iUt of motor vehicles ssscniblcd in India has been much Inercsssd, and 
ao far at armoured vehicles are roitecrned, India will be able to prodaoe all the 
armour plate required for a coiitideisblc programme. India will shortly be 
producing her own refined sulphur. And valiislde progress has been made In the 
production of vital chemicals, such aa. hiebromstss, and of medical atimv 
lucludiiig both drugs and cquipnicnt 

*T94l taw aomelbiug like a foiir-fuld inrreasc over the greater purl of the 
iupply field, and the o^ands of 1942 may lie literally gqmntle. Yon will be 
with me In feeling ibat^ the main constacraiion at nrceentia that India abonM 
piepare herself for the inimcnse bmden likely to fall npou her in 1042 and the 
anMcquciii years. As L sfieak to you lo-day, we esii claim lilrendy to have 
•eldcved great results. For those lesulis 1 am profoundly grateful, not oolj to 
my Supply Dettarlmeish but to the willing eo-oiwratiou of indnstry, whin boo 
been to generously given, and which is of such vital and essential Imporlonoi. I 
would aak Uiat (hat eo-otwratioii should continue to be given with the emne 
fuUiices as in the istat, and il it ia^aiid I need not aay how entliriy eonfldont I 
am that it will be, even when under the atresa of war dllAenltiee nmy omelinMi 
seem iiiisiirrooun table*— we need none of iit have any doubt or fev l«t Indio 
slmld fail to |day her |»arl to the full in ibia vital area of war effort. 


Swtujtn La noon 

*Yon refciTctl, air. to the growing dewmiida of Indneivy ond oeo M MiB i on 
ocfonnt of the war iwodnetioii imogTamnic^zOfid to tho ehortage ef riAhd khonr 
wlik*h ia making itself felt In that eonheetlon you aonaded n notn of eontion 
that pTodurtion not reqnimi for tho diiett pioserntion of tho wor rimold nol 
bo elooc«^ down ; and you reminded os tho^ while tho ponmooBl noid lor 
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modern wurfare-Hind, I wonld Add, in onr whole oeonomie 1tf«-Hind the importance 
of eccnriiij; the beet use of tlie avtllsble feeiliiiec 'ilieee unfortunetaly hofe nerer 
been fully fitJ«HiuAtc for the ncedii of the country, and the war la bound to inroWe 
an inereattiiK atroiii on them. My Gofemmeiit hai been cncouraj^inf; the eetabliah- 
ment of boardM at the Icailiiijc citiea to co-ordinate tranaport orer larj^e areasi and 
I rcro>(niBe that ae tlie war eoea on, it may be neceaaary to impoee farther control 
ttian ia oi>crativc at present. But compnlaion always involves a certain aacriftce of 
elasticity and wo arc ^anxious to leave as much liberty to private enterprise as is 
comiiatlDle with the fullest war cfToit. 

Feoblbsi of Inflation 

listened with close attention to the observations which you, sir, made in 
yonr sr^ch on the problem of tnilaiioii. 1 welcome the prominence yon Rave to 
tltis siioject, and, while you will not. I know, take me as endorsing all tliat yon 
say in this reRsrd, 1 would cmiRratnlate you on a lucid analysis of one of the roost 
bainiiiK of prcsfiit-day problems. I personally iim satisfied, on the best advice 
available to me, that tliere is as yet no undue cause for alarm, and that the situation 
lias so far proved reasonably amenable to control. Rnt the bitter experience of ao 
many countries of ))ost-war ICuropo shows the havoc, the distress, the socisl iti)nstioe, 
whirli uncontrolled inflation ia capable of eaiistiiR ; and all who have at heart the 
iiitercsta of India and its people muat do their iiimust to prevent the vicious ipiral 
from takiiiR hold of this country. My (lovcrnment have l>een, and are, RiviiiR the 
matter their constant and most anxious eonstderalion. Rut the ramifications of the 
problem are complex, posHiblo counter-measures are beset with administrative 
difliciiUies. and in our efforts to deal with it wc need, and will, 1 assure you, most 
Rratcfully welcome, all the advice and all the active asHistance which we can Rct 
from the commercial and the iion-ofln*ial world. 

**1 do not propose to detain you with comments on the B|>cclal factors which 
have eontributed to the Bubsiaiitial price advances of particular commotlitics, or on 
the measures which have been taken, or are in contemplation, by my Government to 
ease tlie position in those cases. The encourage men l and stimulus of increased 
production where feasible is ilio most olivioiis, the most cfTcctivo, and the most 
Reneratly acceiitablc course of action. Rut unfortunately its scope is in the present 
eircuroataiices strictly limited, and other and more (Iraslie action may often liecome 
necessary. You have cmplinsiscd its limitations. I need hardly say that my 
adviscra are fully conscious of the fact that mere price fixiiiR by itself can seldom 
provide a complete cure, while any attempt to check the rise of prices, whether of 
primary products or of maiiufacturod articles, not infrecpicntly arouses hostility and 
opposition on the fiart of the intarest iminnliatoy affected. And rationinR of 
articles of cominoii consumptioii, which is almost irtcvitable corollary to control of 
priiwa, prcBcnts in a vast country like India Rreater practical- diHiciiltica than in 
couiilrtea smaller and more hi«:hly orRnnised. Rut I can at once assure you that 
iny Governmetil are <iuitc prcporcnl to resort to methods of direct price control 
where they are salisfictl that such action cnii with advantage l>c taken, and they will 
not hesitate, where nccil he, to follow up this prclimary measure with such control 
over eupply as may prove to bo necessary and practicable. 

"You spoke of the daiiRer of inflation which may result from risiiiR worcs, 
and tlie incrensed tmrchasiiiR fiower thereby created in the hands of a vast number 
of employees. You distiiiRiiished between the case in which hiRhcr waRcs are 
imaeotl on to the consumer in the form of a luRlier price for the product, and the 
case in which the incrcaso<l wsrc bill is met entirely .out of the hiRhcr twofita 
accruing to the employed. RmiI you auRRcsted that even in the latter ease there 
miist attll be a eoiisKlerablc tiiflntioiiary effect, a prot>ostiioii which 1 am not 
iliai>oaed to (Hapute. It is. 1 think. Rcncrally recognised that a higher standard of 
livifiR, based utmn a waT*l)Oom, has inherent elements of instability, ami there is 
a limit to the extaii to whu*b risiiiR wsrcs and cainings result in a real improve- 
ment, owing to the develfipnient of sbortaRea In Uio supply of conssmablo Roods. 
Thia applica not only to luxuries, but also to (*erl.*iiii neecssariem such for example 
as texflles. Rut it Is, 1 think, isiwiblc to cxnRgcratc the direct influcnco on the 
•Hoation of the dcroamla of labour, and it is imfiortant to realise that there are 
other, and perliaisi more fiiiidamenini, factors at work as well. War-time taxation 
aadoiibtailly coniribiilcii to the nvu>daii<*a of the dniiRcra of: prolil-inllation, but 
ihla itmcdy ran at best lie only |«arttal. H nc(Hl» to lie siipplemontcd by the avc- 
naea for saviiig and investment proviilod by Uie Governinciit of India'a defence 
loinai aad, if workers are to obtain tl^ fnn benefit of Uidr higher money wages. 
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own fntBTs jNMition and iMlp to prevent liaae in the price* of eonaumcte’ imoda 
which can be of no actvantj:e to them. 

**I truat that you will bear with .me if I elaborate this lost point a lUUo, 
for I regard it as a matter of first iminirtance to India’s war-time economy. 
With rupee exocnditime on military and war -supply activities standing, as It 
now^dooa, in the region 01 20 crorca a anoiiih, with imimrto IkiLIi from b^igeient 
anddrom neutral ccmtriea subject to severe restrictions, there is a clear and 
imperative need for wi^rawing as far m possible the surpltia purchasing catiacity 
BO as 'to ;prevent the inflationary rise ia (prices which, as you rightly point out, 
everybody dreads. It ia hero that my Government rely on. and, 1 am oonfident, 
will reocive. the utmost aasistance and co-o}ieratioii from the iioii-oflicial world. 

*‘Iu all Provincial Defence Loan Oaanmitlsea there is a largo iion^fficial 
eleiDent. while those in Bengal, Bombay and .Madras are I believe entirely non- 
official. I am deeply gratcfiil to them for their admirable work. In partieular I 
would like to congratulute Calcutta on the magnificent rosiili^ver 10 eroree of 
rupees— rtf .Tccent National Defence and Savings Week. Such epecial efibrte 
are of Uie greatest value, and I cannot too warmly commend tlieir examples. 
But the sitttatioii deinaiids persistent and unveroilitiiig etrarL Of the 20 crorea a 
month which I ‘have just mentioned a Biibsianiial portion must imss direoily into 
the hands of the urban industrial workers, and •through them to a vaat number 
of other humble folk who live entirely outside the reilim of iiioemedmt. execae 
profits tax, and defence bomis. 1 would urge that ell possible encouragement 
and assistance be given to them to ounserve their eavings by investment in ^kdence 
savings certificate^, the post offiee defence savioBS bank, or the anvings atosttp 
and savings card ; mid I am sure fhat I can rely on you, gentlemen, and ob wll 
employers of labour, by your personal influence to help In n matter ihe import- 
ance of which ill tunes such as tliese 1 cannot easily exaggerate. 

CONSnrCTlOKAL Ibbub 


*^Whcii wc last met I spoke to yon of the proposals ia the constitutional 
field, which, with ^tbe lull approval m Uif Malesty’s Qoverament, i made oa 
August 8, 1010. I*^wa8 at patiis to asul^se those proposals in detail. I tried lo 
bring out their far-reaching character, liieir great tiotentialittes, Iheir real aigoi- 
ficaiicei both immediate and for the future. 1 repeated that thej reafibrmod, 
as the proclaimed and accepted goal of the Imperial Crown and of the Britiah 
l*arliament, the attain meat by India of free and euuti partnership in the British 
Commonwealth. I erophauaed the conoern of Uis Majesty^ Governmeot that 
full weight should be given to the views of the minoritiea in frying the futare 
constitutional scheme, the far-reaching significance of their decision rmpon- 
sibility ior the framing of that future consdluiional scheme should, eubiaet to 
the due lulfiiroeut of the obligations which Great Britaui> lone oonueetion 
with India hae imposed upon her.* be primarily for Indians maudves. I 
referred to the readiness of Hie Majesty^e Government to eee set up, after the 
condueion of the war, with the least noaaible delay, a body repreamutive of the 
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I w pNtcnUxl from goinfc aheiMi on the linca which I firopoced in Aoi^uct ol 
EMO. I would rcp«U that ibo f^iianiBtces, the uiulcrUkitii a the the inten- 

tiouaii and the attitude of Hia Maieaty*a GoTernoMsnt, aa cxplaineil in my atatemeut, 
toward# fotarc conatitntional defciopment and tlio machinery by wiiicli it ia to be 
broaisht abont, are aa ralid to-day aa when they were ilntt atioken. Bat, itiven the 
incrcaalag presanre of the war, I eonld not, in in<>tice to Imlia itaelf, longer poat- 
pone, beranie of the abienee of aupport from the Rreat imlitiral parika, the. creation 
ot additkmal departmenta in my Connctl, the reorKaui<i:i(iou of the work of that 
body, and (he taking of atepa for the aiaociation of noti-oliicial opinion with what 
waa going on. 

JoiKT Bbbpoxsibility in Executive Gockcil^ 

"It waa in thoao circumatancea that, with tlie fiill arproval of Hia Majeaty’a 
Government, the rcorganlaaUon announced in laat July took ]«lacc. lliat reorga- 
niaaiton did not have any baeia other than arliniiuitraiii'i! conrenienec. But in 
making it. though 1 could not look for help from the political par tiea. I 
waa anziout that 1 ahould get the iieat men 1 could, the most reoreaenialive 
lacn, men of real etaiidtiig and importance in tliia coiin^. In mat 1 can 
claim to have snctrecded^ 'i'hongh the rcABona for tlic expansion of the Govomor- 
General*a Ezeciiti^'e Council in the form which it finally took were tlioae 
that I have cxi>lained, the process of expansion, the fact that aa part of it 
there disappeared the Etiroitcan and the oUlcial mnjoritica that had been the charac- 
teriatie of (hat body for eo many years, tlie transfer to uon-oliicial gentlemen of 
the highest standing and re|>titalioii in this country of great departments of State, 
with joint reapoustbility for nil the business that cornea before the. Governor-General 
in Couneilt waa a step t he significance of which is far greater than I aometimea think 
is realised. Its immediate importauce. is great. On a long-term, view it is liimiy to 
prove to be even greater. 

"Liot me* add that during the few months that my expanded Council and I 
have been working togetlier, I have, if* 1 may say so, been- moat deeply impreaaed 
by its approach to the problema' ofi die diverse iasucB that at all times fall to be 
eoniidered, by Hs strong senas of* oorporaie. unity, by the independence of view of 
ita membevsk and by the bappineia of: the atmosphere that hee throughout obora- 
oterieed oar confidential dtaoiiaaioDS. Amd we have bad many major iaauea to con- 
ti^r during; the time that we havo'been together. The CbonoU' in its preseni form 
ia a bodjf’ of great authority and gseat diatinction.. It repraeiits wide ezperimv, 
l^itloal amt administrative; Dn it aae members ol difibreot cornmuaiEes; from 
aifferanh parts of Indiai service anil non-scrvice, Enropeaa and Indian. I would 
Ilka to express to this important andknee my own judgment of its satire compe- 
tence ia the administrative field, and my own appreemtiou of the vaTue of the 
aastotaaea* which it has beea abU. to- mve me on wider ivo)Ut<nil issues. It* is a stioag, 
effeetive,. tad distingnisbed. body ; and India may bo well eonteut that in. Che dircc- 
^on of tffurs she to so weH served to-day. 

Natnkial Defence Coitncil 

TDm second limb of the new arrangemeuta whkh were annoaiieed in July 
wtf the establiabmcut of the National Iwence Coancti:, and I would like to pay 
a trilAlB to the patriotism sad public spirit of those gentlemen who have accepted 
my invitation lo» join that body. As yon know my intention was (and is) that 
Fnam Ministers of psoviiicea shall be ex-otlieto members. In these last few days 
wo have welcomed to It the Maharaja of Itortokiaaedt, who oii the happv occasion 
oC tha restoratioD of normal parliameatary government in Orissa, wnieh we all 
of na so much wdoome, has become the Prime Minister of that province ; while 
with the formelion of a aew Ministry in Bengal, the Chief Miutoter of Beagal 
becomes a messber of the Cooneil. The establishment of the Couaeii to a most 
importaat landmark. 1 Iklnk that tboae of you, gentlemen, preaent here to-day 
w^ are mambers of It will aupport me when 1 say that his Ezoelleney the 
OommaDder-fai-Ohief and kis militaiy, naval and air advisers, have been at paius 
to give the ntmoet information in their power. Information, too, of a moat secret 
eharacter to the Defence Council ; end that it has been my auziety in other fields 

rt to put its members in the foBeet poeeseslon possible of what we are doing, 
* dimcnlUca^ and ol the ^Breotione in which we would welcome their help- 
The veins of its dlseussione has been very great, and that not only because of 
the many oonstnietive and helpful tuggeetions made by the CoonciL lliose 
^ottiskma haiw-enabled ue to make the Bolen of the Indian Btates, and the 
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repnieDUili?ef of iion-o(Bct«I opinion thronchoQt the prorinece of Britieh Indhk 
folly nwaie of the fncte of the sitnatioii ; end £ey hete bronght oboot o Uoleoo 
iMiween myiel^ my Govern neiit, ludian SiatcOi nod the provineeo of Britieh lodhL 
the vnlne of which I cemiot oTcretate. 

“But, while t^ two etepe which I hove jiiet mentioned ere of great eiguiAcaDce 
and of great hope for the fiitnre, our main problem still remains uosolred* 

PosmOW W PftOVINCRB 

‘‘Wlule ill five piwiw^ the constita^^^ is fnactionine normally with the 
amlslance of the legislature, in six others Its normal oiitration remains suspended, 
There could be no better advertisement of the praeticahilUy and the adWtiwe 
of normal parlinmeiitavy fcovcrnment than the suiTess with whieh It haa been 
worked in great provinces such as Bengal and the Punjab, and In areas preMntinn 
problems so difierent as do Beitgal and the Punjab, Assam and Sind. And it 
remaina to me a bitter disap^ioiiitment that thoae In other provinoee who had 
asked for etui had accepted the burden of government should have thrown it down 
■o light-heartedly , at a nuHnent of such crisis in the fortunee of the world 
of India, and witli so little consideration of what wss involved. That defisloff 
haa provoked many regrets. I am well aware, I can but hope that we may 
yet see the day when, in the provinces which are attU without a mlniiCerlid 
government, we shall see in power Government* set on the winning of war 
and ready to use the immense power and opportunities at their dispoeal. 

**Aud if the provincial iiositioii is at 1 nave described there aiill temaina 
nnbridged the guljf between the parties as regards the future Government of India, 
That that problem lemaiiis unsolved is due to no laek of go^wlll, no hiek of 
earneat effort on the part of His Majesty's Government, the Hecretary of Btato 
and myself. We* have left nothing undone to bring the partiee together, to try 
to provide the materials for an amicable agreement between tham, to try to 
smooth India's path for the realisation of her goal. At the critical Mtot which 
matters have- now reached in the international situation 1 would ask again wbeChar 
it is not possible for the divisions that unhappily cxlat to be briiigid ; and for 
India, which haa made, and ia making, so immenae a contribution lo the wer, 
which etaiids for so much in the history of the world, to go • forward at one In 
eupport ol ideals In which we know that she belicveg and for which there le each 
overwhelming and general support throughout the country. And it ie mj earneat 
prayer that the common detestation, ol thw wickedness againet whieh we are 
fikhtlng to-dny may reflect kself in that sgreemeiit in the Internal poilticel field 
which it bee ahvays been oux hope and desira to sea nehleved. 


FgDRBAL ScaiMB 

'*Let it not be forgotten that when this war broke onk ladiea Provineial 
Antonomy hnd begun to move, bad iiidbed made a most inmortaat step along 
the road, to that cqna&ty of statiis with the Dominions whidt it hte neon our 
object to achieve. That tfie more eemplete fnlftlment of, that proecee by Um; 
cktablislnBCDt of Fedengion should not have been realised by the date of Urn 
outbreak of the wpr be» always been a profound grief to me. Had we btmi. 
able, before the outbseak of the war, to have brougfit Federatioo Into heig^ 
■o many of the problem* that confront ns now woulih hano been solved. 8n 
better constitutional basis could hare been found on which to Ike eJRMi 

ol British India and the I iidin States In a partuerehlp whmh would, 1 belliin, 
have been at IruitfnJi of unity aad concord In the yean to niM as M qdlljny 
In the issue that immediately eonfronto us. Hnderiyiag ^ Ftftm 

ihia ofi tadin 


nave neen a> inuuiw - 

adtantage In the issue that immediately eonfronto im. Undenyle 
■cheme there wasi a majestic* conceiition— the w^ 

I ^ & Mill, cJmi cat* flBMraflB IA III 


■cneme inere wasi a majesue* couwjiimuh— — — * 
aad Great Britain— claboroted wUb the ntosoet care, dmigned to bring tkto jraat 
ccMiatrT to a consiituiionnl position equal in sie^ md caarMtor to that if tlm 
DomlMons. None of us overlooked the dilficujiies. have •Iways h eas 

I'hew have alwayt been obvious. They should not be iBsnrmountaole. But fwlll 
not misunderstood whai I say toat they are 

and that a elowr collaboralwn betww wires, eomtonnlto and intor^ In^ 

eonntry would go far to pave in JETiMiaSa amSm 

nven if dnrinir the weiT. the bbstncles to handhng in oetoll all aapsnte w QM 

TtM •mi compln proble* cl comUtotioMl 

•‘W« .1,^ tMla. mt , cTueild uoineDt ii* tbe BMion Ot tumMWfc, xmMgB* 

which will effect the wliBics ol the btnoBU nee Ux ccaturiM. In the I'lu Bwt 
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the eloiidi fhet we beve wetetusd ffethering for to long have uuret in a stomi 
that brings the menace of war eren more closely to tAis land. India is no mere 
spectator of these tremendoas erents. Th^ sfTect her Titally and she Is playing 
an ontstanding part in them. Let us, in such circumBtances, forget our domestic 
(UiTerehces and work together as a whole for that common object, the attainment 
of which is so vitally necessary to India* and so anxiously desired by all her people**. 

Proeeedlofs A Reaolntlena 
Depuegiatioh on Buildings 

*'This Association again urges upon the Government of India the need for and 
early amendment of bcction 10 (2) (VI 1) of the Jiidian Ineonic-'Jax Act so that 
when losses are incurred through the sale of a building or fuilkiturc or through 
these becoming obsolete, such losses will be allowed as a deduction from 
income.*’ 

COMMHRCIAL LITIGATION IN I'UNJAP 

'This Association begs to invite the attention of the Government of India to 
the present unsatisfactory position in regard to commercial litigation in the 
Punjab.” 

Amkndmknt to 10 ( 4 ) op Income Tax Act 

"Being convinced that all taxes and royalties, however calculated, payable to the 
Frovincial Governments or local autlioritics, arc in fact exiHsndcd wholly for the 
piirymsc of the l)UBincBB/ this Association reiterates tlic view that these should be 
allowed as a busiiicsB cxiiciisc and therefore again urges for the consideration of the 
Government of India that Section 10 (4) of the Indian Income-Tax Act should be 
amended accordingly 

COMI»DIiSOIiy INBURANCE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 


“This Association urges on the Government of India the dcsirabiUly, under 
existing conditions, of the .formulation for consideration of a Goverument scheme 
for the com})ukiory insurance of immovable pro[)crty, including buildings and fixed 
and .machinery.” 

Compensation for Injury by Army uriverp 


'Tliis Association urges .n]K>n the Government of India the necessity for 
talroducijig adequate measures .to enable tlie public to recover compensation from 
the fuilttary autlioritics wJioii accideiits are caused by the negligent or improper 
driving of military drivers in the course of their dirty.” 

Workmen’s (Compensation Act 


*This Association ui^es the Government of India to take early steiw suitably 
to ame^ tlie iiroviso to Bei^ioa 12 id) of the Workmen’s Gompensation A^ 
1023, to permit of the dcduetlon of any amount paid as compensation to a 
workman prioi' to his Acatii from the amount of comiiensation payable to 
his deiWiants in TesjHX't of his death and also to provide that any payment of 
oompoiaaiMHi made to an iujared workman prior to any final settlement may be 
taken into aecount and offset against the imcMiat of com^sation payable to him 
when his clum is finallir settled as. under a reoent Hi|m Court decision, it has 
been h^ that eueh dednetions arc not penueuhle tinder the Act as now worded.” 


T^qd Party Insurarcb op Xom Vehicles 
Aesgriation ftram upon the Ctoveniiiieat ol India the advisability of 
po it wmM g until after the war the iutrodaetien of compulsory third party 
uiSQianoe of hmAot vehicles in India, hav^ le g sad to the work and expenoe to 
the anthoiitiei^ the jenenl pdblie and paHacalaiiy the buet n ean eommimity, which 
the fariofiBg into foiee of cCphv VII of the Motor Vehidoi Aet will en^” 
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The Scindia Steam Navigation Company 

22nd. General MeeUng-^Bonibty— 1st December 1241 

The Cuairmas's Speech 


The following is Uic text of the siMwh delivered by the Clinirman, Mr. 
Walehand Hirachand, at the 22nd. Ordinary (tcneral Meeting of Uic Company held 
on Monday, the 1st. December. 1941, at the Ucgistcrcil Ottirc of the Company. 
“Scindia House.” Ballard Kstate. Bombay 

Gentlemen, 

The accounts and the l>ireotor*B Kcfiort have been in your hands now for 
some days and 1 have no doubt tliat it is your desire tliat they should, as usuali be 
taken as read. 

In response to the request made by some of the slmrdtolders last year, detail# 
of such accounts as Marine Itisunice Fund. Depreciation A(‘(‘(uiiit, iTovision for 
Taxation, etc., have been given in the Balance Sheet. They are self-explanatory and 
I shall not, therefore, enlarge upon them. 

The main features of the working of Uie Company, fltiring Uie year under 
review, have already been outlined in the i>ireciors’ Beport. Ihcy arc the imlicy of 
Government of requisitioning the shf|« of Uie Com))»ny mid the coiii^uent 
inability of the Company to maintain its position in the vaVioiis trades which the 
Company serves, and the rising cost of operations and the partial niitigaUon.of its 
adverse effect, by a fair adjustment in the rates of freight. As tlie ouesUon 
regarding the rate of hire tor the requisitioned sliips is not settled ana as the 
Government have not yet decided as to whose liability it would be for certain 
important items of ex]ienditure incurred in connection wiUi Uic working of the 
requisitioned shins, it is diDicult to say what its etKccq would be on Uic working of 
the Company. Whatever that final decision may be, it is essential that wo should 
judge the present position in its correct perspective. 

Allowance for Depreciation 


1 referred at length, in my speech last year, to Uic (picslion of depreciation, 
and stated clearly, as to what was being done in Uiis connec tion tor Britiih 
shipping by the Government of the United Kingdom. I also iiointcd out to yon 
how essential it was that the rate of depreciation on Indian shi}>s shoum be 
increased by the same percentage by which it was iiuTcased in the Unitra Kingdorot 
and informed you that we woula make a representation to Uic Central Board of 
Revenue in that connection. I am glad to tell you that the Central Board have 
met us to some extent They have agreed to allow depitvialion at G per cent 
during the period of the war and have brought the procedure^ for the colculaUon of 
depreciation or second-hand , ships in line with that adopterl in KniUand. This has 
necessitated the provision of a larger amount for dei>reciaUou during the current 


* There is, however, one supreme consideration which ^ould not lost light 
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build up a fund which may enable the Company w> TOiime a wcmsw as we sm 
of the normal period of life, the amount thown in the Bbe^ cannot be 

considered as a real profit of the working of that Oompany* It is nesdlesa fw ne 
to add that if the^DepreciatioD Fund is not 

raplaoing the steamer, atthT end of this nmal Company will 

have to caU in for freah Capital, if it wants to MwiaJ# 
the nsnal number of steamers, 

Judging the working of the Company from thia most 
he fcaltted that we have not been able to provide 


japngjrg 


shlpa. Wa repiiioement value has 
jpatli' of prudence and aound businssi 1 
Oominny. 


I gone up irem 
that tndi 
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Heavt Tax IkmDBir obt iNDUsTRiaB 

The feriouB bnrden , which the ttzstion policy of the OoTernment hat, however, 
impoeed upon iiidnstriee in thie countrv, mekee it almost impossible lor many of 
us to TOovide depreoiaiion on the replacement value of our assests. Do those who 
form me Government of the countiry, sealise, when they advise that we should 
not “fritter away our resouroes*’, how severely they fetter ability and our power to 
build up such resources T 

I do not wish to be misunderstood. I can understand the necessity of indus- 
tries having to bear a reasonable burden to meet Die needs of the war. But I 
eannot help staling that while crushing burdens hare been imposed to meet the 
requirements of the war, sufficient thought nas not been given *for allowing such 
industries as shinping, to maintain and acquire such financial strength as is necess- 
ary for their healthy growth and dcvdopment. You all know very well that 
nearly 80 per cent of the profits, which are not necessarily due to the cooditUms of 
the war, are taken away by the Government. The basis laid down for fixing 
these extra profits is open to serious objections. A fair amount of return on capital 
invested in the industry, particularly in shipping industry, which is liable to cycli- 
cal periods of depression, should bo grants before determining the excess 
profits which that industry might be making. We have made barely a little over 
4 per cent during the standard years of depression. Will it be fair to consider 
anything more than 4 per coni Uiat we may have made now, as extra profits on 
which me State should throw its covetous eyes ? It is extremely unfortunate that 
while the Government themeelves have recognised as legitimate the return of S to 
10 per oeut on freah capital that may be broui^t into the industry, tba are not 
preMred to grant that porcenti^o to the industry for detorminiug the standard 
profits for that industry. The Tcsult of this financial itijustioe to the estabUdied 
indnatries of the country will be to compel us, according to our estimate, to hand 
over to the Government, nearly its. 44 lakhs by way of taxation, from the balance 
that may be available, without enabling the Com^wny to provide lor adequate de- 
predation, which would have absorbed a further snm of Bs. 25 Iskhs. In other 
words, it Is not the profits that are taxed, because if proper depseoiation wsm 
allow^ It would be obvious that the so-called extra profite even in excess of 4 per 
cent would have gone down by Rs. 25 lakhs, on which no taxation could be levied. 
Tbs policy of the Government, as outlined above, is to determine extra profits liable 
to taxation witliout allowing the Indnstry to provide adequately for dwreclation and 
without granting It a fair return on its capital. It is a mattai; therefore, of serious 
ooneeni to every indnstry, .particulariy the industry of shipping, as not only will 
this pdtqy impair its financial strength, but it wUI also put it in the embanaasiDg 
positioo of findingwew capital to enable it to replace its assets. Will those In seat 
of autlhority at Ddhi, who advise us “not to fritter away our resouroes”, search 
thdr hei^ and admit the truth, that it it they, and not we, who are '*liktering 
away the resourecs** which are so essential for the existeooe and healthy growth 
of the industries .in this oountiy. We can honestly sajj that so ur as the 
shipping industry is concerned, not only do we not mtter away our lesourees 
bat we are. on the contrary, drived of the lesonroes whlen, looking to the 
peeuRar positioa of the abippiag industry in the country, ought have been 
allowed to resmin with us. It is, therefore, my earnest request Ihat you should 
consider the working results of the Qoropany in the light of these observe- 
tions and I have doubt you wiR then oome to the ooneliMifMi, that the real 
|U^is are far less than what ai>pear as profits, on paper. 

Av USWABaAlTTED ChAEGB 

A qpesrion was TeceiitlV put in the Central Legislature kMairiBg whether any 
ahipplng company had diverleu ita tonnage into more remnniSaave trade of ood 
and tdt, in preference to the trade in an essential loodpieff sneh aa rice. The 
Government spokeaman Informed the House diat ^^GovfihmeBt have no definite 
Information In the matter but from available figures it apaflko that the Seladiae 
carried more coal and salt during the war period than hefore, while the Britioh 
India carried more eali during this period,* In reply to i^farther ^fieetloo wheftar 
the Government nropoee to take oteps to force the comniiiee to* give ptefewnee lo 
the earriage of foodstuffs, the Govemmeat stated that mk did not tee any neshihy 
at present to teke any aoch atepe Aa very wrong eamriom have mm dfifn 
and anwananted iasumariom have beM mode in eerisin-ooaiteia ag^t tide Odm- 
pony, as a result cf these qoesttee and answen In Um Asaembly, I ahoald tthe le 
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plM a few faeta before 5011. which woiihl oonviace every imiiarliMLl olMerv'cr, fhai 
thw Comiwny ha« bctiii doiiiK iU lic»t !o meet the nccla of i\w trado, and ta 
iitiliHDK IIP loiinasc not only for the rarrirt-c of coal anti salt aliich are aliio 
coiiBidcrcd Gseeiitial coniniotiiucfl in these days even hy the (iovcriiment of India. 

1>I»(^I:1M1MAT10N IN Ci^ASTAI. Tra1»K 

I lauBt draw yoiir allontioii here to a diniciilty whit h ia peculiar fti the work* 
iiiB of tills Comimiiy only. >Yhile the llritish shippin;; coni|mtiics urt alt the lonn- 
auc that they may require to maintain their quotas in the t osHtnl tnule. from the 
Ministry of HUippinir, which is now callctl the Ministry of War *rrans|wl, this 
Coro|»any has not been fortnnate in kcUiii): a siiii*lc r.hip either from the Ooveni* 
of India or froin the Ministry of Mar i>:iiis]H>rt, to mainlain iU tiositioii in iliai 
trade, llie limited tonna;;e which thus remaiiiti at the dis^iosal of this Company, 
naturally restricts its ability to serve the diflerrnt trades in ilie msnncr and to the 
extent it would like to serve. Hut this is not all. 'Ilierc was another si'nons liandi* 
cap placed in lu path diiriii}!; the year nmler rc|torl. Konr of its i«n|iorraiit shiiw 
were taken away from it hy the Coverninrnt of India, dtiriii;r the most liiisy part 
of tlie season, from February to May when rice iiiovcs most briskly from Ihirnia to 
India, and were handed over to the British Ministry of Wsr M'ransiHirt for the 
carriatse of coal. Is it nccesssry for me to mid how this one circumstance alone 
limited tlie quantity of rice which the Company conld have otherwise carried from 
Ihimia to India and Ceylon ? I wish that when the (htvernment ^ave the tiirnrca M 
ttndercarriaj'c of rice hy this Ciimpaiiy, they wtnild as wtII have ^ivell nil this 
imiKwtaiit information to the House, to enable it to iindcrMtand why this Company 
could not carry rice from Jhinna according to its quota of that irsde. 

'J'hose who acettse this Oomtmtiy of Iinvln^ ^iveii preference to the enrriat^e of 
coal and salt at the cost of the carriatio of rh%. should rciiioiiilier what f have said 
above and also not forget, that even the HritiKli Intlis. as observed hy the Govern* 
nient, carried more salt than before, dnritii' the |»eri«Kl in quest ion. Moreover, 
cold and salt are not non-essential commoditios. .\s a matter of fact, the Govern- 
ment Uiemsclves recently asked the comimiites whether sny ship conld lie made 
available for traiisportiiiK coal from Culcntta to Thinihny aini Karachi ns there was 
shortage of railway wsi!p;oiis. Apart from ilic fai't that the Company has very 
limited toiiiia;i;c at its disimsal owtiift to the rcrpiisiiioniii^ tiolicy of the Govern- 
ment, the Government would not have ronde this inquiry if iiicy had thought 
that the Company was borlhiiii; comparatively more tonnai^c for the carriage 
of coal. 

Haulage of Salt 


It is also necessary to add tliat the Khipidiig eompantes must meet the needs 
of the salt industry. I need not*, remind yoa that iiegotiaiinns were rsrrlrd on 
by the salt industry with the Railways for Iho earriago ’of salt all the way hy 
rail from the centres of pro<lnction to Calriilts. These nogotistions ilid not lead 
to the actual carriage of salt hy rail in any appreciable quantity. It was, therefore, 
nenessaiy for the shipping lines to carry this essential commodity and make 
suitable arrangement for the tonnage for that purpose. T^osc who accuse us of 
divertifig our tonnage in lucrative trades wonid lie surprlscil to know tliat iho 
excess of coal and salt carried by the (kimpany tliis year oyer what it carried in 
the iwo-war year represonts only about 3 |»cr cent of its total liftings on the 

’Hio t.’ompany may have, under normal circiiniitaiiocs, sent its ships in 
bsllsst to Burma imrts for ttic loading of riro. We arc, however, passing through 
almormal times when the Govcriiment arc anxious that the utmost use should 
lie mstic of the tonnsge svsilahlo. Whenever the ships, therefore, were in position 
at Calcnlla or at Karochi, they were losdiHl with coal aii«l salt ; and it wonif! 
have hwn a criminal waste of avsilahle t4iiiiiage in these days, if ships wciW, 
reiiirnetl in ballast to other imrts under «nrcnmRiancrs narratcd 'aliovc. 


Why FitKitJiiT RirivS Wf.uk Raised 

AS regards the iiicrensc in the rates of freight on cosl and asit I must 
IKiiiit out Ui yon that them! rales were, for vsriniis reasons, mimittodly on sii 
iinisionomii! level in tlic i»ast. Gn the one linnd. Uic tranin ■hM*J 
ami salt on the «*oast at uiircoiioiuic raUw. I hey conld sITjiril to 5^ m 
such carriage sssiated I hem to iiiiitimise the loss wlii'*li Ihry wmild iisve othmiMso 
iiinirrecl hy lialhist niiiM. t)ii the other hand, [he |*olicy of lliis b** 


incurred hy lialhist niiiM. t)ii the other lianii. inc |*oii<y m uic vpiiwi 
slwaya luni to divert such cargo as it was jwnildc for them to ‘b’* 
to the rail route, by clisrging minimum mlgs ol freignt, incsfieetivv 01 oc 
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coniideraiionR. It wa» iinifostiihle for Oie Conference Liuea, under these conditions, 
to secure economic rates for coal ami shU, and they had, therefore, to treat 
these commodities as non-rtnota car((ocs. It would, therefore, be quite unjust to 
compare the nitc of frciKiit for the carria^^c of ri<‘C where neither the tramps nor 
the railways couhl <‘oni)>(!tc, with those for the carriage of coal and salt where 
they ditl compete. To ^miphasisn the rise of ’W |)cr cent in the rates of these 
commtHiittcH on its pre-war level, as against the rise of a !(«') |)er cent in rice is 
to present the picture as regards the economy in the rates of fieight on the 
coast, ill false colours. I hoped that the (iovernment of India would draw the 
picture in its true colours and tell the House that rates of freight on coal and 
ssU were at present regulated according to the economic rates fixed by the 
Ministry of War Transport for nritish and neutral ships. 'Hie rales of freight 
on quota cargoes have, however, for oI)vioiis reasons not been allowcil to be raised 
to their economic level. This siatcnient of mine receives further support from 
the following ohservatious made in ii letter written by the Agents in India of 
a big foreign line, in August lust, to tlio ('onfcrcncc Lines. They remarked : 

“t)nr I'rim ifmlH both in New York and Ihitavia have again ilrawii our attention 
to the abnormally low I'ates which are in force at present and in our Principals' 
opinion the cariage of cargo at the coastal conference rates is nnrcmniicrative.** 

Yon will agree with me that the proper course, under the circumstances 
narrated l»y me, is not to criticise the Indian Company who made the best 
use of its tonnage in the carriage of these essential coinmotlilics, hut to make 
representations, if necessary, to the interests concerned to rectify any inequalities 
that may be found in the rates of freight on these crmmoditics. 

The Siiipiirii.Diitti Yard 

So far as the Shiphnihling Yard is concerned, there has been some progress 

aince the Directors' Ueporl was written. 1 had further talks with the authorities 

at Simla and wc are negotiating for acquiring steel from the United States of 
America which will be reemired for our ships. Wc have not yet received any 

definite indications as to wlicn wu shall get it or whether we shall get it or 
not. While I am living in hope and doing my best to see that we are able 
to commence inuhting siiips in our Shi]>yard next year, 1 cannot help stating 
that It is a mystery as to why when the Govern ments of such parts of the 

Empire as Laiiada and Australia have been pushing on with their programme 
of Shipbuilding required bolh for the navy of supply and the navy of tlefcncc. 
the (iovcrninciit of India do not fed inclined to move with the same energy, 
)>romptilndG and dctcrniinalioii. Cor making their own essential contribution in 
this resiHict, by building or allowing ships to he built in this country. 

The Government of India have, in.spitc of their cnntinnoiis requests, as 
observed by your Dirci’tors, not taken any final decision in rt^ara to the 
qiioslioiis of hire, eompciisation. etc., in ruiiiieiaioii with the reQuisiitoned ships 
and they have also done nothing, as pointed out by ray coilcagnes, for the 
revision of the Tripartite Agreement. 1 do not, therefore, wish to comment 

further on those sniqccts. I cannot, however, help ol)serving that Indian shipping 
docs not merit such unHympathetie trcalincnt. 

Rice Exi’okt Tkauk ani> IUjuma Coxtroe Scheme 

While it is some salisfaclion that (fovernmcnl have rcs|iondcd to the niiivcrsal 
condeiiinnliuii in thift' conn try of the liulo Ihirma Immigration Agreement and have 
created tlie hope that they would siNOire thorough revision of that Agreement in 
the light of puiilic criticism, the Kit\iaiion that has been ercaUsd by the rice export 
control scheino of the Rnnna tfovernmeiit, has been causing us serioua anxiety. 

The enri'iago of rice from Hnrina to India and Oeyloii la the most important 

activity of the (•ninpany. 'i'he Indian extorting hoiisea have, after prohniged 

discussions with the Government of Ihirma niul the Controller, come to the 

conclusion that it is impraeticiddc for them to carry on Uieir hiisiiicaa even with a 
reasonable margin of freedom under the control. It ia, Uicrefore, a matter of 
serious concern to my collengncH and myself as -to liow this inability of the 
shippers to cx|>ortricc from Ihirmu in the coming yca^will alTtsa our position in 
that trade. It ia the cordial rrlauons belwi*eii these c.4)iorting hotiacs anil onmcivse 
that have cnableil us to build up ami retain our iioaiUoii lu this 

trade. If. however, the contlitioiis of control were to make it im|ioiiNble 

for iheee exporting houses to do their liusiitesH under inch a coatrol, 
and if forces arc orgeuised to cliiiiiualc them from that trade la the 
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** ^ n^ttrd that we ahonld bcKin to consider BorioiiHiv as to how 
” •• • shipping organisation in ilint fraufr. While we 

esQ ae^iiti; but the fullest sympathy with any mcasiircN whi«-h the IJovcrii- 
mm of l^raa n^hi take to protect the intcreais of the Iturmiin cultivator, you 
will aciee with us that wc cannot afford to lose tlic sympadiy and suptiort of those 

enaiiled ns to maintain our )H>Kition in this traalc. ’I'lic matter is, 
tberelocie, reoeiTing our wrioua consideration. While wc. ns farriers, arc anxious 
to see that nee required and needed by India should be hroti;;ht to litis country, 
we are equally keen to see that wc do not bci'onis, 'even nnintctithuiallv. the 
****lmjl***f* of coercion on those, who have been supportinic us all these years * apd 
who have stood by us when outside steamers attempted to take n\v:iv otir trade 
from us, to be compelled to do their husiucss even if tin y timl it impiuftii-ablc 
to do BO and even if it involves them in serious losses. 1 l au* assure von liiut your 
Directors have been watching' the devclopmeutK that arc takiu;;* I hc c iirHiis 
connection with constant vigilance and they yet cherish the hope that statesmniisliip 
ill India and in Burma will be al^lc to evolve sucli a solution as will safe.:; nurd the 
ioteresia of all concerned. 


The Indian Economic Conference 

Twentjrfifth SeMion— Bombay— 31 it. December 1941 

Presidential Address 


Presidinft over the twenty-fifth session of the fndiaii lv'Ouomi<t Conference held 
at Bombay on the Slat. December 1941, Mr. /. /^ Xn/otji, IJuivcrHiiy Professoi of 
Economics, Calcutta, stressed the need for an iiitciisive siudy of niialytiftal croiioiuics 
at the post-itriiduatc sta(;o in Indian Universities. Jle said it was not the storiu;' 
of information that was valuable in the study of Cfoiioiuirs hut ilic training; of 
the mind. Emphasising the value of eo-opcratiou between ucademic ct’oiioiiitsis 
aad iiiduatrialists and financiers he suggested the esiublishiuciii of pruvtneisl 


inatitutes of economic research. 

Mr. J. P. Niyogi. at the ontset. paid a tribute to Malmdev (ioviiid Uaiiado 
whoso *piibllMiton of his *EsBsy on Indian i'olilieul l'.i'ouomy’ was iiutcud a 
landmark in the history of the development of Iiidiwii isjoiiomie ihoughi ... 


Mr. Nivoiri eontinulnff said, *is a record of a ibrccM orucrcd fight between iliffcrciit 
and to iome extent antagonistic views. There is first of all the iradtiional idea of 
imparting uacful information which should form part of the liljcraj cdiicalioti of a 
citisen taking an intelligent interest in public affairs. Closely “**}|^ ,^^ ^)*** 
it the vocation si idea of giving instruction in subjects which arc likely to conlnbutc 
to a access in the careers that young students may adopt. I.nrking surrcpiiiiously 
behind the whole curriculum, but at the same time domiiiating it, there is iircHcnt 
what I may call the prise-winning idea of enabling students to capture the rare 
priMi ^ in ■<£» of Uie.All-In<li».ruWic »««««.. I mi. 5". 

Undmer m on* ol tha «o»t iniution* influence, doinin.linu .c^cmic mind.. 
SSifS3frt BoSSto Md FneuUio. iot unn.turnlly hI.ow ».i..ru»l.iy to e.irrnruta 
which enable their atudento to capture the iimiied 

end in view an attempt is maile to find a place in the toursc for a little of e\cn 
thin* vffm ftiitaa wtinMA iliA iiiifidifviutr siwclaclc of Iraniifig oiir courses of study 

?2L2r^tfif^u^diJi«^wWtoin. There it i. the Civil hmiec Cmmie- 
liOBcn who adinat their eonrace lor the different exeminniton. to kcc|> them ui line 
With ^gtoR bnifareity •todies.*' 
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The SiHiaker vaaed tbai it would be eood for Indimi Unlrereitiee to ioclode 
in their |ioet-|srAduafee conreos of etudy n ter Urjcer pro]Hiriton then Uiet aietioK 
to-day of eubjecta that required euetaiiied intellecturil ofiort. He pleaded for a 
diaeriminatinis empbaaia on this need for an iiitciiaive atiidy of analyticM cconopiica 
qt the poat-Kradiiato atago. **lt ahould be the object of a well-planned Unirera^ty 
oourae to atudy the wide aweep of generality and the atage of generaliaatiow in 
the atage of ahedding detaiU in favour of the active application of prindplea, 
the detaila retreating into anbconacioiia habits. To ua in India the supreme need 
for a more intenaive stu^jiy of the analytical branch of Economics arises from the 
eminently practical reason that it will lie with the Indian economists to an increasing 
estcut in the future to influence the policy and the programme of their governments.** 

Statistical Data 


While thus emphasising the im|x>rtance of analytical and qualitative thinking 
M an aid to practical policy, he added, “A knowlctlgc of the first prin- 
(Aplcs of qiiaiititaiivo research is essential to a scientific study of Economics**. 
Stating that there was a good deal of force in the contention **that there is a 
great nancity of statistical material in India, and that economists, politicians 
and anniinistrators are often liandteapiKd in their work due to such 
paucity'*, he said : **Wo have as yet no definite information as to the income of 
the ryot, his family butlgct and cost of living, survey of cottage industries or 
luedinm-size industries for the country as a whole, a centne of production, the 
index of cost of living for areas other than urban, and the burden of taxatim 
on dlflerent income groups. Quantitative analysis, in these various fields, must 
necessarily wait upon the gathering of relevant data. In India one has to look 
around to be convinced that tlicro is a large mass of accumulating statistical 
piililicatioiis which arc in the main the by-products of difierent administrative 
and economic activities of Central and Provincial Ciovernmeuts and local bodies. 
A rich harvest of useful knowledge awaits the toiler who wHl addrem himself 
patiently to the task of analysing this material as yet nuexplorw.** 

Analytical and statistical studies, the sjicakor said, could only yield maximum 
reeults, if Contact was established between academic economiete and iadna- 
trialifts, bankers and financiers having knowledge of practical afTairi. Too often 
these two classes of workers move in different worlds, and there la an absence 
of that co-opcraiioii. discussion and friendly contact, which is eMential in the 
larger interest of the coinm unity as a whole. The establishment of the Behool 
of Dnsiiiess Administration os a part of the Ijondon School of Economics by 
busincssmaii who provided the ncrcHs.ary financial Bnpimrt, and of the Oxford School 
of lUisiiiets Research by Lord Nnthcld wore striking iiiBtances of the realimtion 
of the idea 'of such co*o|)cratiou bHween business and acjidemic Economics. 

This contact was likely to prove advantageous to both parties. In the 
abse I ce of such co-operation, **hariirs8cd to the cause of national welfare eonfliete 
are likely to dcvcioi>, particularly when the views of the academie eoonomiets 
are against the pecuniary ami business interest of the class of meiehqpie wnd 
manufacturers who may bo dominant for the time being.** Aeldlig India to 
profit from the ex))crience of the U. K. and the U. 8. A., be earneetly appealed 
to businessmen to give a helping hand to the economist, by affording **facilities 
io the teachers and scholars for the firsi-h.aiu! study of s(>ecifio eoonomio problems, 
snpidy of data not always available in oMltdal piiblicalions, opportunities for 
dieenssion of problems of national t)oIicy. particularly of meaeuree on whi^ 
Iiidiaii public opinion is divided." 


ruovigriAii IxsrrmiTKa ov Economic Research 
Suggesting that each of the major provim^e lii llrilish India ehonld take upon 
itself the task of cstaldishiiig a Provincial Institute of l>oiioniic Research, he 
said : *Tt should bo a fact findiiig liistitiite which should take up for inveetigation 
under exiHsrl guidance sided by a team of whole-time workers qnestiotis of national 
and provincial importance. Such an liistiliite should be free from official control 
and bo in a position to issue reimrls as free from liios— iwlitioal or economic— as 
are the rcimrU of scientific bodies. The Iiistitatc should be , liberally endowed 
and rci'civc aid from public funds and be under the control of a governing body 
comiKMicii of liiisiiiessnieii, acatlciuic cc%momists and importaiil( clementa m the 
public life of the country." lie visualised such a body issuini^ reports and 
nioiiograpliM us authoritative anil imiHsrsoiial as were the documents issued from 
Chatham lluiisc. The various ad hoc Committees set up by the Drovincial 
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wWfUng apon differeiit atpocU of economic life, rural debt 
immmum prices, etc., would bsve found tbe icnriera of 
H*** ^vincml Institutes belfdul. liie tssk of seltini; up sn iiidopeiideiit bodj 
slonf^t^ linra wss beiet wi^ diflicuUies ; but it wra well worth sttm^ng. 

. , .We lira in sn sra in which the basic insiitiitious of the ospitslisuo soeiel; 
j5“Ch seemed solid siiu enduriuK, ure being steadily and relentlessly modifiM 
of public control/* Mr. Niyogt concluded. "A disiisssionale study of the 


g ^ ....wfi.. ..vrait^iuuvu. A uiniwimuiiMVV ■»«■«■/ ^ 

forces St work is the sincerest form of tlic recognition of the imimrtant truth 
largely influenced by argiimetiis and "intellectual ideas, 
vision and clear outlook — * ** 


economic events are 
need for s broad 
present moment.** 


^st 

ic%« rassai ciisviiw^iswo iwwaras The 
was never so imimrative as at the 


The Political Science Conference 

Fourth Session— Bombay — 31st. December 1941 

PresIdsatisI Address 


**Thcre is no alternalirc to the federation of all nations except endless 
war**, declared l>r. V, S. Ham, Professor of Political Science, Lucknow Univorsity, 
presiding over the fourth aniiHal Conference of the India Political hicience 
Association held at liombay on tbc Slat. December 1941. I)r. V. Hbiva Jtsro said : 

Bdeiice which has harncsHcd nature to mnn's fteaceful progress has now 
harnessed it to his destruction. War hns HHHiimcd a totalitnrisn character, flnly 
by organisation to develop and uphold the law of nations can civilisalioii atatiu 
up agiuuai the ever advancing machinery of modern scientific warfare. The 

sovereignty of the nation-state is no longer ndcqunie. *i'hc alternalivcs are world 
empire achieved by conquest, or some for in of associslioii, such as world 

federation, achieved by cun sent. 

fSecurity, wbetber economic or political, ichuIih from conrideiico In the 
stability and continuity of the whole by the nil or nearly of all its )>arts. In the 
present interdependent world sccniity, lioili fur individiiuls and nations, dc|irnds 
on confidence in the stability and continuity of the world order as a^ whole. All 
the lessons of human cxpciicncc, csHciully of the Lcogue of Nations, |M>int 
towards the necessity of an inirrnntionRi or|:sniHntion, which would reserve to 
itself the monopoly of the use ef force, and forbid any ns lion the right to use 
force for its own purposes. 'Jhcrc is no nltinnativc to the fcderaiioii ol all iialiuns 
except endless war. No siihstiiutc for the Fedciuiion of the World can organise 
the interiialioiial community on the Iirwh of freedom niiil pcinioiiinl |»€acr. No 

nation should be excluded lium memlieiship in the FtderHlion ol the World, 

that is williug to siippiewB its niilitiiiy, nsvul nnd sir loicis. letainiiig only a 
conatabulory suflicient to police its territory and to mainloin order v.itliin its 
own pirisdiction.. provided that liic eligible voters of that nation arc |>ei'niitted the 
free expreaaion of tucir opinions at the |iolls. 


WlXCOMK ADHRfvfiH 

Mr. E. P. Masani, Chalrronn of the Kecepiion Committee, in hii welcome 
address to both the conferences, said : *111 these hcefic days, when the whole 
world is shaken to its foiindalions, our country is face to face witb ecoitomlc and 
political nroblema of far greater niagniiude and imioriancc than those confroiil^ 

before. At such a Juncture Iho discussions of extorts of your standing will surely 

provide material ideas and concrete proposals helpful to the statesman and the 
•dmittiatnitor io the adjiiitmcnt of thcM problems. 



Expansion of the Viceroy’s Council 

Govt. ConmidqM— New Delhi— 21st. July 1941 

The expansion o! the Viceroy *s Ezecuiire Council and the conetitutlon of 
A National Defence Council were announced in a communique iesued from New 
Delhi on the list. July 1941. 

*^Ab a result of the increased pressure of work in connection with the war,** 
says the communique, '^it has been decided to enlari^e the Executive Council of 
tlio Oovernor-General of India in order to i>ermit the separatiotf of the portfolioa 
of Law and Supply and Commerce and Labour ; the division of the present port- 
folio of Education, Health and Lands into separate portfolios of Education. Health 
and Lands and Indians Overseas ; and the ereattou of the portfolios of Information 
and of Civil Defence. 

His Majesty the King has approved the following appointments to the five 
new scats on the Council : 

Menil)er for Supply — Sir Hormusji P, i/bt/y. x.n.E, M.L.A. (Central). 

Member for Information— The Ut. Hon. Sir Akhar Hydari, p.c. 

Member for Civil Defence — Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao, 

Member of Labour— i/a/t7c bir Firoz Khan Noon, K.C.X.R. 

Member for Indiana Overseas— Mr. M. 8, Aney, m.l.a. (Centrsl). 

For the vacancies which will occur when Sir Muhammad ZufruUa Khan 
and Sir Gitija bankar Bajpai take up the pMts to which they have recently been 
apiHiiiilcd, His Majesty has approved the appointment of ^ 

Member for Law — Sir Sultan Ahmed, 

Mcmlier of Education, Health and liands— Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, M.L.A. 

Alcmbera of the present Viceroy's Council, who will continue to be membm 
of the new Council are :— 

H. E. the Commander-iii-Chief, Sir Reginald Maxwell, Sir Andrew Clow, Sir 
Jeremy Kaisman and Sir A. Itamaswami Miidaliar. 

The National Defence Council 

III piirsiiancQ of the desire of His Maj^ty’s Government to associate* Indian 
iioii-ollitiial opinion ns fully as possible with the prosecution of the war, apmvaL 
on the recommendation of the Viceroy, has also neen given to the eatabhaament 
of a National Defence Council, the first meeting of which will take plaet next 
month. 

'J'he Council, the strength of which will be about 30 mcroberSi will Include 
representatives of Indian States as well as of Provinces and of otlier elements In 
the imtioiial life of British India in ita relation to the war eflbrt. The following 
will be the mcmliers from British India : 

Dr. B. Jl. Ambedkar. m.l.a. 

The hen. Maulnvi Saiyid Sir kliihaminad Saadulla, M.L.A., Chief Mihieter of 
Aaeam. 

The hon. Mr. A. K. Fnxliil Hnq, Chief Minister of Bengal* 

Sir Muhammad Ahniad Said Khan, Nawab of Chlmtati, kx.sLIh K.C.KB., 1I.B.B. 

Kiimararajah Sir Muthiali Cbettiyar of Ghettiiiod, si.l.a. 

The hon. Aiaharajadhiruja of Daruhanga. K.C.I.B, 

Mr. Kamrao Madhavrao Dcahmukh, M-LhA. 

Lient.-Col. Sir Henry Gldncy, SI.L.A. 

Sir Cowasjco Jcliaiigir, BarL, k.iulb., M,L.A. 

lUja llaliadur of Kallikote. M.L.A. 

The hon. Bialik Khnda Bakah Khao, U.L.A. 

llr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, M.L.A. 

Mr. G. B. Morton, o B.B. 

Mr. Biren Bliikherjee. 

Lieutenant Sardar Naunibal Singh Man, M.L.A. 

Begum Shah Nawab, M.L.A. 

llic hon. Khan Bahadur Major Sirdar Sir Sihendar Hyat Khan, fr.B.B., u,UA., 
Premier of the Punjab. 

JttM Bahadur M. C. liejab. 
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ProfeMor E. Ahmad Bhab. 

OWrfllSntori^n^"'^”^ Umw Boomn. 1U.A, 

Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava, 

K h an Bahadur Sir Muhammad Usman, K.C.I.B. 

Object Ukdeblving Expansion 

Uescnbsd as '*non-po1itica1 and non*eommnnal.'* the expansion now aunounosd 
will rMuU in a ^uncil with three officials and eight non*offieiala, as against 
^e existing ^nneil of four officials and three non-officials excluding the 
Commander-in-Ohlef. 

V announcement implements the offer of last August 

snbstantialW, w far as the present attitude of the major political partieo permits. 
It IS emphasised that there has been no change of policy since the August olfor 
was made ; that the object of the present expansion is efficient government of a 
country at war ; and that the changes made are witliin the framework of the 
constitution and without prejudice to the future constitutional settlement by 
agreement among the political parties. 

By way of explanation of the policy underlying the expansion as well as the 
constitution of the National Defence Council, it is pointed out that they should 
be regarded purely u a war measure and not as intended to satisfy any . political 
demand. No political demand is excluded or prejudged by what is being done. 
All the promises made in the August offer still stand. The individuals to bo 
apTOiiited, it is |K>iiited out, are liersons whose status as representative Indians 
is oeyond question, etc., etc. lliey will bold office at His Majesty's pleasure. 

Members, existing ss well as new, of Uic exfuiiided KxciMitive Council, It it 
official lystated, will draw Rs. 66.000 a year, instead uf the present salary of 
Ra. 80,000. It is expected that they will assume charge without unneceaaary delay. 


Civil Defence Portfolio 

Of the two new portfolios, namely, Civil Defence and Information, it is 
explained that the first has nothing to do with Military defence, but will inoinds 
A. R. P, and the creation of services snd provision of equipment necessary to deal 
with the immediate danger or the effects not only of air attack but of hoatile action 
by land or naval bombardment ; maintenance of essential acrvicea under tbeas 
different forma of hostile action ; care of the fugitive population, or those rendered 
homeless, prevention of panic, etc. It is cx|)ected iliat, ns |n England, Civil 
Defence will develop into a large and important portfolio which it ii impoaaible 
to combine with any other department. Mr. K. Raghavendia Rao, the Member- 
in- Charge, who is now in England, is to make a special study of the civil defence 

situation there before coming over to India. 

Under Information are included tbe task of mobilising the country’s war 
effort and preserving ^e confidence and morale of the population. 

The composition of the expanded Executive Council ia described at tne beat 
evidence of the anxiety of the Viceroy and of. His Msjesty^’s Govern ment to 
secure really repreeeutative non-officials of the highest possible standing for 
important positions of responsibility. u « . 

The di^opment of the war situation and the possible appr^b of Uie centre 
of operations towards India, it is said, may mean that there would be even 
heavier calle on the machinery of government in the future ^ 

and it is necessary to see that the Executive Council is wot ^orihstiM. It Is also 
neeesaary to aee that Meuibeis are not tied down by burden of departmental 
work to their headquarters. It must be possible for them to Umr Indi^ 

The expanded Executive Couucil and the NaliooM Defend Council are 
eharaoteriaedaii two elements of the expansion of machinery which M hM 
decided upon. The Defence CoudcU. « it ie to fulfil ^ ^ ** 

ifiii iJio cleim BOic time of the membete of the hxteaUn Conucii. 

i«Mmm Btetee' Re|reeeiil.tlvee la Debeee GeMwII 
AnnooneinK the nemee of the Indien Btetee’ repieee utotim to the Am 
•Meting oi the National Defenee Conncil. n ptaae comMuniaae iaeaed from Simla 

“ **M?*tl?’^mMlaiie ieened on 28th Beptember, 1941 im^Ibk the d^ of 
the flit i^ngof^Netionel Defence Council, it wne rntimuted tl^ the 
oSiiiS SlnelBde reprematetiree (rf Inton Stetee ee well ee of proriaee. aad 
other dement# in tbe national life of BiiUab IndiSe 
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**l> 0 taili in i^tnl to the repreieotation of the Statei ire now iriilible. The 
Stotee whieh bm iceepM the Infititione iddrese^ to the fcepeetire rnlen I 7 
Hie Eieelleuey the viceroy in tbii connection ire Biiiiwilpur, Birodi, Bhopil, 
mtoer. Cooeh-Behir, Dholpur, Firidko^ Owilior, Hyderibid, Indore, Jilpor, 
Mhpnr, Junigidh, Kipurthili, ^Koiih, Myeore, Niwinegir, Piiinpnr, Pituli, 
Bimpnr, Rewi, Tnrincore ind UAiipar. 

**Meinberehip of the Counoil for iny one leMion being reekrieted, it it 
oecmeeiry, that the repreMotatlon of the above States should be mainly by rotation. 
Tm States* representatives have accordingly been classified in three panels 
which will attend sneeesstve sessions by turns. His Highness the lfahara)a 
Jam Sahib of Nawanagar. in his capacity as Chancellor of the Chamber of PrinceSi 
will, however, attend all the sessions. 

**In accordance with the above arrangements, the representatives of the Indian 
StatM at the first session of the Council will be, in addition to* His Highness 
the Chancellor, His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal, Their Highnesses the 
Mabara)as of Bikaner (Pro-Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes), Cooch-Bdiar, 
Gwalior, Jodhpur and Patiala, His Highness the Nawab of Rampnr and Nawab 
Sir Muhammed Ahmad 8 a*id Khan of Ghhatar?, President of the Executive Council 
of the Government of His Exalted Highness tbe Nizam of Hyderabad and Berar.'* 

Mr. Jloiiah*a Statement on the annoBneement 

Mr. if. A. Jivnaht President of the All-India Muslim League, commenting 
on the expansion of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, says from Bombay dated the 

Had. inly 1941 

'The communique announcing the decision regarding the expansion of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council and the socallod National Defence Council is to be 
most deeply regretted. It will not secure the wholehearted, willing and genuine 
support if that is what is honestly required, of Muslim India, for the timple reason 
that the persons chosen and nominated by the Viceroy are nether real 
representatives of the people nor will they command the confidence and ^st of 
the Muslims. The statesmanship of the Viceroy is leading him from one mistake 
to another, and it is most unfortunate, and it is very painful to note that the 
Viceroy should have canvassed members of the Muslim League over the head of 
the leader and the executive of the party, and it is still more painful that some 
of the members of the liCague should have succumbed. 

When the ofier of the Viceroy was made last August it was not acceptable 
to the All-India Muslim Lwiie on the unanswerable ground that it did not give 
the representatives of the Muslim League a real and substantial share in the 
authority and power of the Government. How can anyone consider that the 
present retrograoe decision would secure the approval and co-operation of Muslim 
India ? I congratulate the Viceroy on having created defections in the ranks of 
the Muslim League by securing the services of the Muslim League Premiers 
and some other members of the League who have associated themselves with this 
scheme without reference or knowledge of the leader or the executive of the 
oiganisaiiom T'his will no^ in any way, make the Muslim League swerve from its 
declared policy and these manoeuvres will not help the Government but on the 
contrary will create bitterness which fortunately did not exist however emphatically 
we had disapproved of the policy that had been pursued by the Govemmefti in this 
behalf before the present announcement 

*Tbe action and the conduct of the Muslim Lea^e Premiers and the members 
of the League who have associated themselves with this scheme without refereUee 
and knewli&e of the exelUtive of the League in the expansion of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council and the constitution of the National Defence Gonncil, as 
announced in the communique, will have to be considered and dealt with as soon 
at po^le,” 

Mr, Savarhw’s fitsteount en the anaomietmeat 

Mr. F. 2). Savarkar^ President of the All-India Hindu Mahaeahha. iieued 
the foUewing statement from Bombay on the ktnd. July 194t : 

The ennouncement of the expension of the Executive Counou, the* oonstilutioo 
of the National Defence Council and the Defence Advisory Committee^ eomtitata 
together a step in the right direction. But as nsuiir this step is so belated end ao 
luilting that it cannot dissipate the bittemese ftit by patriotio parties in India that 
sheahonld still continue to be ■atiafied'With occopying no bmter stalna tiian the 
hated one ol dependenoy. Even this war has hot opened the eyce of Bdtein to the 
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** J®** *’"*1 co-partoarAip in th« Indo-Britidi 
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K '^h ?”«» g»°e °®*!> of *»>■«”» IwMc tolM! overtaken by eitill moiefonnUtable 

the war at its preaent eteee tlircatene to prove. 
evOTineuiM, if wese announcemonte are mciint to mve the way for further and 
ra^d constitutional progrera on the Hnes inilioatci above, they are wdeoma to that 


the stron^oldf of the centra! citadel ef Britwh biircancracy. 

•A 1 Av I’rcMure of our a??itation. the Oovorrtmcnt pretended, because H 

suited thena toat no constitutional advance was possible unless and until the 
Congress and the Muslim Lcasue made a united demand, but this announcement 
provjw tw the Itovemmeut have suddenly discovered tnat the Congress and the 
Muslim League do but represent imrtics and do not solely represent the Indian 
nation as a whole. Again, too mole hill of the want erf agreement among all parties 
IS not as insurmoiintablc as a mountain. If tlie (Government can effect these 
constitutional changes, which they claim to be far-reaching in spite of lack of 
p»neral agr^mrat among all parties and in tlie teeth of llio iion-co-oiieration on 
the part of the Congreesa and the Muslim I.rcagiic, they imii then no longer trot out 
that excuse fov not effecting further {xilitical reforms as demanded by the Hindu 
Mahasabha and the Non-Partv Leaders* Conference. 

'*8o far as the personnel is conoerned, I am glatl to say that leaders like BIr. 
Jiwnadoa Mehta, Mr. Kalikcr, Dr. Raghavendra Kao, Mr. Ancy, Kir Jwala Prasad 
SrivostavA, Mr. Ramrao Dcehmiikh, Mr. M. 0. Rnja and Lula Hamsarandas are 
(here. They ^ possess tlie confidence of the public in general and tee Hindu 
Mahasabha in particular. I regret . however, that nlthongh the proportion of tee 
Hindus on the Defence Advisoiy Committee is more or less just yet it is less 
than what their population demands. This faid is bound to be resentra to by the 
Hindu. Mahasabha. I wish also that a Bikh member had been associated wite the 
Executive (Council. 


Mr. Amery on the Expanded Council 

Eente of Commoiis—'kgiid. July 1941 

Mr. Amery ^ Seisrctary of State for India, in the House of Commons 
on the 22ad. July 194t described those wlio joined the Viceroy’s Exeoiitive 
as "a team of ability and exjierlence which it would be difficult to 
rival in India or indeed elsewhere**. Tiiey were, ho declared, men with 
administrative, political and business ex|ierience and of personal ability. The 
Viceroy's War Cabinet would be very much stronger to-dsy for their inclusion. 
They would, in the fullest senBe^ shsrc in the rollective responsibility of tee 
Executive Council ns well os direct important ilepartments, which have lieeu 
entrusted to them. 1'hc aim, said Mr. Amery, was to increase the efficiency of the 
Government and make full use of the vast and hitherto insuiTlcieotly tapped 
reservoir of Indian ability and patriotism. These measures '‘marking a change in 
spirit, if not in letter of India's constitution”, were the earnest of llritiib Govern- 
menVe desire to transfer to Indian hands a steadily increasing share in India*# 
destiny. The National Defence Council will be vrry far from being a body of ‘yes- 

men*, said Mr. Amery. , , . . # . • aa « 

At the meeting of the Council members would be informed in confidence of 
the affairs which they would discuss with the Viceroy and in turn put forward 
their own suggestions. After the meeting they would return to their proviiiOM 
and C4>nfcr with their represenUtives. In this way it was hoped there *5 

continued contact between the Viceroy and his Executive on the one hwd and 
Provincial or State Government, local war committees or iiidastnal orgMisattens 
on the other. Mr. Amery thonght that ought to prove most helpful in guiding and 

Btimnlatmg India s i^^^ in the course of wyking b>8«tbcr side by sUte 

in the rommon *interwl of Indi.'s «ifety iSmmSnUrSt? ^ 

my im.Sn.dj h* *211." *S[in" ditodi‘to 

eommnnsl snd iiiter-psrty problems which to-w ew liie msin OMl^ie to 
!Sdi?r iwllme« M hi rightful iwition a. free end equd member of BritMi 
Oommoawealte.** 
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EXPANSION OF THE VI€EBOY*B COUNCIL [ b. or oomms. 


When Mr. Aroery hiul ennonneed the India White Paper in the Hoaae 4 if 
Commona, Sir Hugh O'Neill su(Cf;eaied that the Hoaae ahotild ezpreaa i^vadatioD 
of the patieaec exerciaed by the Viceroy, withoirt which it woold not nave been 
noaaible to make the etilarfcement of the ExeenUre Council. He naked what eronld 
oe the function of the National Defence Council. 

Mr. Amery, in reply, said. *1 entirely ao:ree with what has been said about 
the infinite patience and tact which the Viceroy has ezendaed for laany »ontha 
to try and ^et to(;ctlier a tmm which will co-operate for the defence of India and 
have the common cauee of India and ouraelvea at heart. He haa now aaeoeedad 
in (getting together what 1 coaaider tlie raoet representative and powerful Nationail 
Defence CounciL It la an advisory body and the object is to keep the Ceivteal 
Government of India In its war effort in tmrah with the different Provioeial 
Governments and Indian States, with commerce, labour etc.** 

Mr. Gordon Maedonedd (Laliour) aaked Mr. Amery, *la be aware that the 
limited character of the etatement will cause intense disappointment to maay 
freedom-loving people, who ace aupporters of that coniiAry 7** 

'Ihen was oonaiderable interruption when Mr. Oondm Macdonald referred to 
the etatement aa '^of limited character**. 

Mr. Amery replied : *Thia atatement of administrative changes was caleulated 
to 'bring men of goodwill iato closer association with the Governor-General of 
India. The constitutional position of the Government of India in the future hoa 
already been stated”. 

Mr. Graham White (Liberal) asked whether Mr. Amery would consider the 
desirsbility of having discussions hi the House of Commons ao that opinion with 
rega^ to India could have free expression and whether Mr. Amery contemplated 
inviting any leaders to come to Great Britain to co-operate ia the war effort aa 
otheM had come from the Dominions. 

Mr. Amery pointed out that Mt« White*s first question was a matter of 
business not under his control, while the second question was not under discussion 
at ^6 moment. 

Mr. Sorensen (Labour) asked : ”Have consultations taken place with the 
Indian Congress or the Muslim League and are any representatives of either of 
these bodies in the new body ?’* Mr. Sorensen also asked whether the Viceroy 
would be able to exercise his veto with regard to the decisioos of the enlarged 
Council. 

Mr. Amery replied : ”For many months, the Viceroy had conducted negotla- 
tions with the Congress and the Muslim League with a view to securing complete 
O 0 " 0 peration. He has now succeeded in securing the co-operation of many 
representative men, some of whom are members of the Moslem League and others 
who hsve been closely associated with the Congress.” 

Replying to Sir Stanley Reed, Mr. Amery said that the new menibers of 
ills Executive Oouncil would share the full statutory collective responsibility of the 
whole Council as well as being responsible for the sdministration of important 
departments. As to Mr. Sorensen’s question about the veto, the powers of the 
Viceroy under the Constitntion remained unchanged. 

Miss Rttthbono (Iiidei)endent) was called to order when she asked Mr. Amigy 
if he had considered what influence on the altitude of the Oougrees the ohanfs A 
aitoation In regard to Russia might have. 

White Paper on the ehangoa 


More Indians are to be absorbed In the Viceroy of India’s Executive 
Oonncil and more Indian^nro to hold portfolios in the Central Government. *11111 
step towards augmenting and consolidating India's war effort was announ<^ on the 
Uni. July 1941 when a White Paper on "India and War” was presented to 
Parliament by Mr. Amery ^ Secretary of State for India. 

Ibis announced the decision to enlarge the Execative Council in order to 
permit a separation of the portfolios of Law and Supply and of Commerce and 
Labour and division of the present portfolios of EdneaUon, Health and Lands Into 
separate portfolios of Education, Health and Lands and Indians Overseas and also 
the ereaiion of portfolios of Information and Civil Defence. 

Ihe Vioeroy has also snceeeded in securing the co-operation in the establiah- 
inent of a National Defence Cooncil of distinguished and representative Indiaos 
in British India and Riders of Indian States. 

Though no coiiaiitutional change it involved in these, announcements and the 
enlarged ueeutive Council will not be responsible to the legislatnre, the Vioeroy 
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™ui* ’**S ®f ^P® Council nre ns representative of and as responsive to 

imblie opliiioo u the refasel of the Indian Cont^reia and the Mtialim Leaicae to 
eo-operate makes poBsible. 

The chanf^m indicated in the White Papier, while makiiiK » iioRnifioaiil step 
tow^s aogmentine and coiiBolidatinK India’s effort are not in any way coneernod 
wi^ constitationai developments in India. Anthoritative quarters recall thiit» in 
various statem^its made on behalf of the British Government since the outbreak o5 
ths war. it ims roa^ clear that constitutional changes in India are quite 

impraetiMble while the British Empire is en^^ed on a vital struggle for its esla* 
and tmt agri^ment betwMn major political parties and interests in India is a 
fundamental condition of consideration of any new constitutional scheme. 

It was last Bnmmer, following many attempts to ease the political tension in 
India and to bring Indian public opinion into close contact with the Oeiitral Gov- 
emment lu fhe conduct of war that the Viceroy formulate proposals for the 
octensim of hts Council and for setting up of what was then descrilied at a 
War Adyifory Council. For a number of reasons, these propoesis were found 
nnaooeptable by the major political parties in India, but it was made clear by the 
Viceroy that the Government would- leave the door open for acceptance of such a 

8 Ian as soon as a sutficient degree of representative support was fortnooming. Daring 
16 ^ intervening month all endeavours of the Viceroy have been directed towards 
finding a way in which Indian public opinion could bo brought more intimately 
into aaeociation with the administration in all matters cuniiocted with war effort. 
There ia nothing to indicate at rresent that political conditions in India are on a 
way towards being bridged. While Hall points out that the Viceroy waited for no 
lesa than eleven months since his offer to political parties in India to enter the 
Government before extending invitations to the individuals be has now called to the 
•ervioe of their country. 

Nevertheless, the creatiou of a National Defence Council associstea with India’s 
wur effort representatives of all influential sections of the coramnatty which are 
rirndy to co-operate. There are 22 representatives of British India on the Cmtnetl. 
Bepreeentativea of Indian States will all of them be Princes with the possible 
exception of Hyderabad. The National Defence Council will meet at intervals under 
the chairmansMp of the Viceroy and the Council will, on each occasion, receive a 
fall and confidential statement of the war position and of the position in regard to 
•upply. The Council will also act as liaison lietween proriocial war effort and the 
war effort of the centre. The creation of a National Defence Council answers the 
insisteni demand for something of this kind. 

In addition to these measures now taken by the Viceroy to bring Indian 
public opinion into closest possible contact with the conduct of India's war effort, 
the Cknnmancler-in-CUief has already anitounccd the scUiiig up of a committee of 
the Cbnlrml Legislature over which he will preside for the purpose of ^nal^ng 
membera of the Legislature to be kept in confidential and intimate touch with 
d efe«^9* matters. Au Indian has been appointed Additional Secretary to the Govern* 
of In^a. 


British Policy in India 
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willing to share in the collectiTe work nnd responsibilUy of the Comieil and he 
ventared to say that the Viceroy had deftnitcly succmled. The old ExeeatiTe 
contained, a)>art from the Viceroy, four Enropeati and throe Indian members. In 
the new Exccutire, eight Indian members will be in a majority of two to one; 

development marking a change not Indeed in the form of the constltntlon 
bnt in its spirit'’ 

The National Defence Council, ezeept for the presence of one repmentative 
of the European Commercial eommnnity and one for the resident Anglo-Indian 
eommnnity was Indian. This, said Mr. Amerif, was esacntially a body represen- 
tative of all elements of the whole national life of India in the fullest sense of 
the term. It was in no sense a collection of “yes'* men scraped together to 
create a facade of Indian support for the Government It was a bod^ of patriotic 
Indians who had readily come forward to help their conntry at a critical moment 
The measures were an earnest of Britain's desire to transfer to Indian hands a 
st^ily increasing share of the control of India's destinv. 

&lr. Amery said, **00 Tuesday of last week I made a brief statement on the 
recent eziunision of the Viceroy's Council and on the creation of the All-India 
National Defence Council. The purpose of to-day's debate is to enable me to 
submit to the House in somewhat fuller detail the nature and purpose of these 
mcaiures and afford an opportunity for Uicir discussion in relation to the genegil 
Indian policy of the Government. 

""in order to nnderstand that policy, it is essential that the House should 
have clearly In mind the fuudamcnlal change which has come over the whole 
Indian proolom since those long discussions whioh preceded the passage of the 
piesent Government of India Act, six years ago. 


Major Ibsbb To-day 

**The whole issue in the lost debate waa whether, and. if so, how fsr, this 
country could or shonld transfer its authority far the Governmenft of ladia aa a 
whole to Indian hands. It was an issue between indiafi leaders and this House, 
lliat was also an issue on which we onrselvee were keenly divided. That issue; 
as an issue of principle, has passed outside the field of controversy. It Is to-day 
a asatter of general acocptanco that India ahould, as soon as is practicable, 
attain to Dominion Status or as I nreier to describe It to a free and ogual 
portosriMp tn the British Commonwealth. How that development is to be ez|mi- 
tad, what provision will still have to be made for the fulfilment of the obHgatloo 
imposed upon us by the peat or by India's present dependence upon this 
eoontry for her defence are matters which however im|)ortsnt in themeelvei, 
am still matters of detail and method rather than of fnodaaneutal principle. 
To-day, the ma]or issue is not whether India should govern hersell out how 
the is to govern herself : under wliat type of constitution it Is possible to preserve 
her unity and yet seenre freedom and reasonable self-ezpressioii for Che veiied 
etesaenta which ooincxMie her national life. 

**Siz years ago ^at issue hsd hardly loomed over the horizon. We knew 
there wae the communal problem and we assumed thst we had met it by pnoviding 
for eeparate communal franchise. We knew there were hesitations by the 
Princes as to the eurrender of their powere and we provided specially iavouiable 
terms in order to induce them to come in. But wo and Indian iiolilfeal leaders 
alike took it for granted 4hat the Central Government of India eluNild follow 
t^ cuetomary lines of our British system of respoiicible parliamentary 'govem- 
ment and the Act of 1835 was framed on that assumptioo. 

"PAXlBTaH A OOUBSBL OF DbBPAIR" 

"The oonrte of eventc sinoe then and the ez|ieri«nee of the actual working 
of reeponeible government in the pioviooea have raised most formidable queries 
as to the possibility of that system in India, at any rate so far as the Central 
Government is eoneemed. We must remember that our system of government 
here, which we rightly prise ae the moot flexible and efficient form of demo- 
eratio government in the woild— a system which seems to us so natural and 
easily workabie-^oes depend eatirdy tor Its working upon eertoin indispenahle 
oonditlons. It postulates a party system Id which loyslty to party is never the 
supreme loyalty,- but is always in the last resort subordinste to a sense of loyalty 
to aatioual interest as a wm^ and responsibility for Am sooeessful working of 
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•ud that mborit; of to-doy will rcry probobly be the ouiiority of to-MRO«. 
Ibeee coiidiUoiia do not exist where iwrty loyalty end rarty dlavlpfine overtkle all 
otlier couaideTatioiis, where parly exeeuUrca outside the iiarlkuneiit are tte only 
aroltcra of policy and real rulers, where the mitioniy always reniaiiia the und^ 
dog. ^^cre our sysleiii f CRHes to be workable and other Bieth^s have to be 
devised to preserve freedom and democracy. 

“In India ex|^riencc of party government in Uic proviiiees has rightly or 
wrongly convinced great and |K)werful clemenu in Indian naUonal life that Uieir 
lives and their libertiM would not lie assured under the central provMoua of the 
preaent Act or under any iimcndment of it which would still leave the eseouUve 
control -of all India -in the hands of a (tovernroent, deiicndciit iiiion a parliamentary 
majority from day to day which, in its turn, olieyt iinswerviiiKly the dieatee of an 
OttUide executive. This reaetinu against the dangcrB of what is oalM the Oongraae 
Raj or the Hindu Kaj haa gone so far as to lead to a growing demand from 
Moslem quarters for a complete break iiig up of India into seitarato Hindu and 
Moslem dominions. 1 need sav jiothitig to-day of manifold, and to my mind, 
insuperable objectiuiis to such a scheme, at unv rate in its estreiue form. 1 would 
only note that it merely shifts the problem of permmietit intiioriltcs to somewhat 
jmaller areas without solving it. It is a eonnsd of ch^mmir and, I believr. wholly 
unnecessary despair, for. 1 do not .doubt that there is eiiouf^h construclive abIKty 
and enough natural goodwill among tlie Hindus and Moslems and enoni^ Indian 
IMurtiotism to find a cotisUlutioiial soluUtm which will give iair feoogtiilion to all 
commuuUies and all intcrcsla. 

V iCEUOY’a .ration 


*11iat, at any rate, was the conclusion (mhedied in the far-reaching contlilii- 
Uonal deitiaratton issued on behalf of His HdHi'^stv's ttovemment by Lord LinUtf^oio 
in August lasL lle6|H)iidtug to the widesiirf id criiicism that the Act of 11135 was 
imposed u}xui India by rarUament here, it invi.od Indians to devise by sgreemeut 
among themselves tlie frnme-work of Indians future consittniion In acoosdaiiee 
with Indian conccpiioiui ol Hochii, economic and political couditionf of Indian IIIk, 
While the resulting new constiiiitioii could not ta our view, be set in opentioe 
ill the midst of the fvesciit struggle for existence, ihc declaration promised every 
help to enable matters to be urouidd to a conclusion with ihs lesst possible delay 
after the war as well as to promote every sincere and practical step that repMset- 
alive Indians might take mean while to arrive at an agreement. 

*liet me make that ixiiut clear. Ike problem is not an easy one and even 
If there were no war, the finding of an agreed solution is bound to Uka time In 
India, as it has everywhere else. All the more reason then it seems to me for 
Indians getting togetlier now to make the beginning of this high enquiry. It ie 
eeseutially a matter for them, both because it afleets their relalione between 
themselves and also because the right and resiHinsibility lor doing so go natnially 


with a claim to adf-govcnimcnt. , .u m i j 

"The declaration came as a welcome assurance to the Moslems and other 
importnnt elements that their fate would not be settled over their ^ads by seme 
dad between tbe BrlUnb OoTernment end tbe CoD|;reae l^tt;. On the other 
hud. It le perfectly true Uiet U did come e^k not only to the Coogtem 
but elao to many other moderate elcmeiiU in Indie end even beta bmiiae it 
made cleet that a new aUee niuat ineTitebly Interrcne before India eo^ otMa 
bar Koel. It la not fnfrcqutnUy tbe clirober’a fete on bteh moon^Mna when 
niter bonre of erduona toil at tbe alec|ieal rock be reacto whrt he bclimd to be 
the anmmlt, to find that tbe real auiuimt >'**. ‘A 

be by » narrow ridge of enow or tee. He «"da ttot ^ ^ j* 
atrennona perbapa but calHiig for even greauw ekill and eare and perhapa • new 
techniqne fo aUll riqulrcd of him before final Tictoj^ So ft to -m^ tt|W 

ia U^y a eali on Indian atateameu fora new effort, a- dlMiwt eSM and 

with U I nw technique,, the teihuiqnc of toSUSuL'SS 

other, rather than that of addreeung dcmtnda to tbla Bonae or bOBabaidiag the 

Qoveromeut of India. 


Civiii Disobedience 

•If .a dUea aamifiiiiAna the teehniqne of civil dlsobediaice seems to ms 

to cut no toe becanie It beara "® "*?**®“ (d tlw'*«miS«nMe'5 

I need not aay that I welcome moat mncercly^ reeolotloo « W ol 

the non-party lenders which bts just been meeting at Ikons ofgfng their chslrmao 
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Sit T€j' Bahadur 'Sapru to taka ttopa immediately to initiate an ezaminatioa of 
tbe problem of the fatnre oonetitutioa of United India. No Indian atateiman ii 
better qualified than Sir Tej Bahadur Bapru to addreas himaelf both to the 
actual conatitutional problema and to the many peraonal elementa which hare to 
be brought togetlier and reconciled before a aolution can be found. 

*ln thia connection, I ahonld like to correct a miaapprebenaion which, lodging 
by tbe terma of another ^ reaolntion paaaed by the aatne conference, aeema to hare 
been entertained-^at any rate in aome quartere*~and that ia, in inaiaUng upon 
agreementa between tbe principal elements in India’s national life» the Britiah 
Government were only thinking of the major political parties. The main elements 
in India’s nationai life include not only political organisations or great religious 
and cultural communities, but th^ also include geographical and administrative 
elements, provinces of British India, more especially those which have not thrown 
away the responsibilities of self-government, and Indian States. Nor ia substantial 
agreement which we wish to see achieved necessarily dependent upon tbe fiat of 
party leaders. 

August Offer 

’’That brings me to the other half of tbe policy announced last August. 
Having deliberately remitted to Indian hands the framing of India’s future 
constitution, His Majesty’s Government wished, as an interim policy and within 
the frame-work of the existing constitution, to associate Indian leaders more 
intimately and responsibly with the government of their country during the 
war. We wished to do so in order to emphasise the undoubted unity of purpose 
between India and ourselves in this strimgle against the evil forces that are 
as hateful to Indians as to ‘ourselves and for the defence of India’s own existence, 
“But we also cherish the hope that, in tbe process of working together in the 
common cause, Indian statesmen would find new bonds of union and under- 
standing among themselves which would help towards a solution of their 
constitutional problem. Our interim policy was indeed •conceived as the most 
practical contribution we could make at this stage towards the goal in view. It 
prejudged no constitutional issue. It committed no one who co-operated in it to 
anything beyond his individual co-operation in tbe war effort. But it would 
afford a Wider range of administrative responsibility and experience to Indian 

K ' “ B men and bo at least an earnest of our desire to see the Government of 
increasingly entrusted to Indian bands. 

”11 was with tboae objects in view that Lord Linlithgow was anthoriaed to 
enlarge bis Executive Council, so as to make it comprise a majority of Indian 
members and at the same time to set up a War Advisory Council which should 
serve as a means of contact between the Central Government and the local 
war eiTort all over India, including Indian StatM. For bis enlarged executive, 
the Viceroy naturally turned in the first luatauce to the leaders of the political 
parties. By enlisting their co-operation lie could hope to secure automatically 
a wide measure of support from tbe legislature and from political organisa^ns 
throughout the country. In this nope be was disappointed. Tbe Oougress 
rejeeted co-operation out of band, refusing even to discuss the wmttar and 
launched their futile campaign, challenging imprisonment by delivery of cpaecheB. 
intended and calculated to interfere with the war effort. Other maiu parties. 
Moilem and Hindu, while accepting in principle, put forward eemffieting 
elaimt and stipulations which could not be reconctled. Finally, Lord Linlith^w 
waa compelled to admit that even bis unwearied effbrts, carried on ever mnee 
the beginning of the war, to bring party leaders tog^her could not iucoeed in 
the face of their mutual jealousies and suspicions. That did not mean abando- 
ment of bis policy. As I stated last August, he was determined, if party leaders 
remained unco-operative, to go ahead, prepared to work with tboae who would 
work with him and each other. On every hand, too, evidenot reached him of 
growing public annoyance with purely partisan manoeuvres and a growing- aenae 
of fraatratiott that these manoeuvrea should be allowed to prefent a gi^ body 
of able Indiana willing to co-operate in war eflbrt, and UtOa expreaaing the 
desire of the vast majority of the peoplea of Indii^ from serving their eoontry 
in ita hour of danger. 

Bombay Lbadkb8’ Oemmsim 

’’The conference that met in Bombay last March nnder the chahmanaliip of 
Sir ^pru clearly voiced that eenee of lruBtnitioii| TptBt doMnda, thopgfa 
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expressed in ^e form reiitiir^ to point out in the dcimte on April 22, weie 
open to serious priictical objection, cxprcBsetl the spirit wiih which both the 
Viceroy and myself were largely in sympauiy nnd to which we were resolved to 
give effect AccoriUngly, lx)ra liinUthgow, leaving the parties to pursue their own 
controyersieB, decided to address himself directly to tliose Indian jmblic men wh(K 
as individuals, were by their ability or essentially representative cfiaracter best fitted 
to strengthen the Ciovernmcnt, both in nc:tiial administration and in the eyes of 
the public and to api^l to them to come forwartl, putting India first, to play 
their part in the conduct of her defence. How rightly he judged the public temper 
and the character of Indian public men will be apparent from the fact Uiat, with 
hardly an exception, all those whom he approached, as the men best qualified for 
the task in view, resitondcd unhesitatingly without reganl to previous jiarty 
attiliatioos. 

^'India is at war and the menace may well draw closer to her frontiers, both 
east and west, within the next few months. Tlic governing consideration in tlic rx- 
jmnsioii of the Viceroy’s Excutivc— his Wai* Cabinet if I may use Uic term— was 
therefore necessarily cflicicncy. From that view|K>iiit, tliere was in any case the 
strongest jiistihcatioii for separation under war coiidiiions of portfolios which have 
been previously combined as well as for the creation of sittviul dc|iartments such as 
Civil Defence and Information. 

Vi(a:Ro\*H OoitsciL Expansion 

*^1 note tlmt the Viceroy has been criticisctl in some quarters on grounds 
tlmt he has not apiiointed new Indian memlicrs to the Hu>callc<l key iKWls of 
Finanee and Defence. The criticism will not, I think, fiml^nicli c<ho in this 
House where wc fully realise the extent to which Supply and Labour, Civil Defence 
and Information are vital departments in time of xvar. For these uiuloiihtedlv key 
rmsitions, I^rd Linlithgow has Bclcctc<l men whom he hclicvod tiidivtduslfy l^t 
fitted for the work in hand - a great industrialist like Kir Honnusii Modv for 
Supply, experienced cx-Ministers and administrators like Mr. Rno and Hir /'Vrots 
Khan Noon for Civil Defence and Labour, an elder statesman of unrivalled 
experience and authority like Sir Akbar Hydari for Information, an ijide|)cudefit» 
courageous party politician like Mr. Ancy for a lighter dciiartmcnt, but for Ibe 
work of the legislature, 

''Two further appointments were made ncccBsary by the promotion of Sir 
Muhammad ZafruUah Khan to the Federal Court, succeeded by another eminent 
lawyer. Sir Bultai]\Ahmcd, and by the transfer of Bir (firja Bbanker Ba)j>si to the 
newly* created post of Indian Agent (icncral in Washington— a fresh indication of 
India’s growing importance and status — succeeded by Mr. Nidini Barkar, recently 
finance Minister in Bengal. To attempt to make so sman a body as the 
exeentive representative of all the different elements of India’s natioiisl life would 
obviously have been impossible. The imiH)rtaiit thing was to find a team of iiidividuiU 
competence, willing to share in the collet*! ive work and responsibility of the Council 
and in this I venture to say Lord Linlitligow has definitely siicceediri. The old 
Elxecotive contained, apart from the Viceroy, four Eurojtean and three Indian 
mmnbers. In the new Executive, eight Indian members will 1^ in a majority of 
two to oncL a development marking a change, not indeed in the form of the 
constitotion out in its spirit. 

National Defence Council 

'Tlic Natiopal Defence Council on the other hand wijl, except for the presenee 
of one representative of the European commercial comrouuity and one of toe resl* 
dent Anglo-Indian community be entirely Indian, l^is is essentially a My 
represmtative of Ml dements, communal, local and political of the whole national 

of India : of India in the fullest sense of the term for on it will be nine 
representatives of Indian States whose rulers ha%;e shown their patriotism snd loyM- 
ty in such full measure in the present war. The 22 members from British India 
include repicsentatives not only of dill'crwit provinces and communities, but also of 
indatbyr^raeiee and agricnltuic. Ul^nr i* ^oetivdy lep^tad by 

Do^ Aaibedkir, unwcaiied ehanpion of Uic arbrdulcd caatn, wbicb indi^ ao 
km a ttODOrtion of the most depressed elements of the worlnng clsss and by Mr. 
JanaadMi^ Nor dioiild I pm by 

fepresentative of women’s interests in the shape of fkgnm bhah Nawa& It wiM. 
I thiwK have been difiicuH by any procew to secure a better cross section or micro* 
eomn 3 Indlali naltaal life In aU Ito rich variety. 
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^1% mty be laid that, for all that thia is not a truly rq»eieiitati?e body, bo* 
eanse its members owe their position to the personal invitatioD of the Vioeray, not 
directly to a popular election, and because the largest and most h^y organised 
politic party has deliberately excluded itself. It is, I think, worthwhfle pointing 
out in answer to that criticism that of the 22 British Indian members, no less 
than 16 are elected members of the legislatures, including 4 Prime Ministers and 
if these four great provinces with a population of some 100 millions axe not 
represented by their Prime Ministers. I do not know, who could claim to represent 
tibem. 

“It is true that the Congress, in its present mood, is not rmresenM. But a 
very eonsiderable proportion of the members —this applies to the Executive (xmeil 
as wdl-have been closely associated with the Congress in the past and, if they have 
differed with the political tactics of the Congress High Command they are no less 
genuine in the etreiigth of their nationalist convictions. 

“The National Defence Council is in no sense a collection of *yea men’ 
carefully scraped together to create a facade of Indian support for the Government 
It is a body of patriotic Indians, who have readily come forward to help thw 
country at a critical moment. Hie National Defence Council ia an advism body 
and its main purpose is to bring the war effort in the provincee and the as 
well as in toe ranks of commerce, industry and labour into more direct andraective 
touch with toe Central Government. It will meet periodically uhdtt the Viomy s 
chairmanship both to be informed of and discuss the course of events and the 
policy of Government and will convey to toe Government suggestions of the needs 
of localities or interests which tiicy represent There will thus be ^ntmuous 
contact and exchange of views of information both ways between toe Yicmoy and 
his Executive and the provincial or State Governments, local war oommittM or 
industrial organisations which should be most hdpful, both in guiding and 
stimulating India’s national effort. • t ji. 

“I might mention as a furtoer instance of the anxieto of the Indian 
Government to secure the closest possible contact with publie oplnioB and 
strengthen the Indian element in the administration, toe creation on the imtiative 
of toe late Commander-in Chief, General Auchinleck, since confirmed by Qeneim 
Wavell, of toe Defence Committee of toe Legislature in order to keep mwbers m 
touch with toe work of the Defence Department and the appointment of an able 
In^D to toe Joint Secretaryship of that Department 

“OUANQfi IN SpauT” 

These measures have not brought about any change in the existing constitnttim 
of India. Even if it were possible to change toe basis of power and autoorttT in 
toe mid^e of a crisis so menacing to India's very existence, no such teanner 
would be feasible without some measure of agreement, such as unfortunatdy aom 
not exist to^y. as to toe kind of constitution under which the various bmu 
dements of India’s national life may be willing to wenrk together. The imme&to 
object of these measures has been to increase toe efficiracy of govmmcm Md, d 
toe fcfmo to make a fuller use of the vast and hitherto msni fi cien t iy tapped 

reservoir of Indian ability and patriotism. At toe me time, toey m m w^t 
of our desire to transfer to Indian hands a steadily mcrcs^g diara m the 
of India’s destiny. They mark a change in spirit, if not In le ^, o f 
constitution. Above dl, I hope in all sincenty, that toe coming togethj^ a^ 
these distinguished wresentatives of every 

politically conflictingHfe may have made at least tlm banning m bieaktog m 
Mlitical deadlock between Indians which has assumed so diKjpitetiDg and, on the 
of it. an incieasingly intractable a character. • ^ ^ 

“If Indians can drop condderations ol party and oqmainii||l livalfy to 
protect India from external danger in the wm, it is surdy poi #U.|e g 4m 
WcomiB together to find ways and mew* of ^“8 'g' 

removing m toe process toe mam bbstac^ to the attomm gl a her mtM 
podtion as a free and equal partner in pur Commonwealth M Rwri ewL It tojn 
^ hq^not .oversUted I trust, for I fuUy 
wiU. Scl5*«r cOMtrocttjre thoy^t ttet ^ 

Home tha measnrea we have taken. 1 do not widi to quarrel inr a mOHisni into 
4oie wliA dtoer in this House or In India, think tiim Inadaqiiala baoam thg 
do not Involve those direct constitntiond which ly Bm iCMOti i J 

Bern to me at this ataiw imposdlde to oring ab^ Intendiyksg ^dBa*k 
djOtimitiiia, All I w^d adt is tost toe young whioh tto Ikmvf 


ghren i 
rntsmal 
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And wt In mmid iliotiM be irifeB m 
oppOT^itf to end fulfil the immodiato tMk lor it wee intended end it 
latent meibilittea of further benefit to Indie in tlie 


of gwjiel 9f His Hejeetyl Gov^ment mi^ be expre^ ee t^ netorelly 
properly will, in tlus House to-day. nothing will bo said that could be eelculeted to 
disronregs the nm who ^vc come forward to servo Indie in tUs letefiil Erne or 
wemm their hands in the high tasks to which they have set themsdlves for Indhi^ 


Mejostyl Govmment may be exp r eie rt ee t^ naturally 
Ml, in this House to-day, nothing will bo said that could be oalculaM to 


Mr. Amiiion ( lubourl eaid that it was a matter for regret thati so far as 
settling the J^neru question of disrontent^ he hoped and trusted that the new 
proposals womd be given a fair trial. Nevorthelesa, in spite of sll Ur. Amery had 
put toward and aU the appeals he had made, the statemont of Wr Td Sapru still 
stood, namely '^eie never was a time when tho Government of India was less in 
oontad with the people of India than at the present time** Mr. Ammon also 
quoted the terms ^ of the Methodist aiurch resolution, passed roeently, whioh 
dedlated, British public in gentral is unaware of the estremo gravity of the 

Indian aituatioii** and suggesting that **fsiluTe in ststesmanahip** was indicated. 
Itot, Mr. Ammon oontinued, was an expresston of opinion evidently hdd by a 
large number of Indians and voiced by p^le who were normally wnst would be 
calM non-polftlsal. 

Mr. Ammea proceeded to say that Mr* Amery had said quite definitely It 
waa the iutentioB to grant India Domiiuon Status after war. buthe idled w^ did 
lb. Amery mean by that 

Sir itod, interjeefing* mid : '*1 suggest Mr. Ammon should look up 

the statement of the Viceipy, 16 months sga** 

Mr. efrmham White : ’’Has not Mr. Amery stated there were no grades of 
Dominion Status and that there is only one form 7** 

Mr. Amtrf : '^Tberc is free and equal partnership.** 

Mr. Ammon, eontiauiog, said this amounted to little or nothing tmlms there 
wsa a clear definition of India’s postwar status, iurludiag a deeburatton IhaK 
within a brief specific period after the war, India was to enjoy the same freedom as 
Britain and the Dominions.” 

Mr. Asimon proceeded, ^We hod made statements that certain things would be 
done but there has never been anything definite as to when It would become 
possible to it to become operative. That is really what is worrying India and a 
declaration about It would go a very tong way to smooth tho way and make It 
impossible to anyone to stir up trouble. It is not good enough to seek to ihift on 
to the Indian people a problem tliat is ours. To do that is simply to indicate 


from to chief executive posU in India. Whatever might be the importance Mr. 
Amery pnta upon those iKwitions to which he has already referred, it goea without 
laying that in India defence and finance are conaulered of more outatanding 
importance. Mr. Ammon continued : ’’Why should we sock to keep Indians from 
these specific and important problems 7 It is because we seek to do to right 
Ainy 10 very often in the wrong way that much hostility it continned.” 


tn the endeKTOor to orrire ot • bMtw ondmtj^jt- 
no definite and clear nndoritaDding ^t India wm liWy Wl frMdom 

and status sad we h^ to position that numbers of eminent Indian eitiseiis wore 

ESI”A^«^*^cc^d do a good deal if he would tto his ^v^gijnlils hands 
by setting free tose political prisoners and showing tot we were ptepaied to trust 
A^peraon likeTsndit Nehru, Mr. Ammon continue^ Wes a person of 
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ffi WM not • pnctienble one for Indie. Lord Erskine declared that he did not 
» that many of the leaden of the Moslem Ijeague were attracted by the idea 
of a aoparate Hindu and a separate Moslem Incim. He expressed the view that if 
Government continued in its present policy of conciliation and friendliness, it would 
not be long before Congress and the Moslem League would be preparra to play 
their part in the Goverirment of India. 

Hr. Graham White said that he had come reluctantly and inevitably to the 
belief that in India there was no voice which could carry conviction to all sections 
and parts of India, when it was said, wc really meant that wc believed in Dominion 
Status and were determined to carry it out. Hiit Mr. Amery had convinced him 
that not only did he (Mr. Amery) believe wc were irrovocably committed to it but 
that British honour was bound up in fulfilment of that pledge. Mr. Graham White 
declared that there should be an amnes.y so that many men languishing in jail 
should be able to make their contribution. 

Mr. Oordon Macdonald said that there were some men in prison in India who 
ought to be released and be thought the release of these men would help to restore 
confidence. He was also certain that a meeting of the Congress to-day would help to 
supMrt the war. Mr. Macdonald asked whether the I.»ord President would suggest 
to the Prime Minister that he sought the opi>ortunity either in the Commons or 
elsewhere of making some declaration ot a progressive kind that India and the 
world might hear. He pleaded for a declaration by the Prime Minister that he 
himself stood for a more progressive policy and that he undertook quite definitely 
when the war was over that certain things wc liad pledged to give India would 
bo given within a reasonable period. Mr. Macdonald said that he was certain that 
the Prime Minister had to come out openly on India, as otherwise, he would be 
suspected ^ India. 

Sir (horge Schuster said that he had previously said he would be glad to see 
an Indian Finance Member— indeed that he would have been glad to have resigned 
his own position tiicre and to have sen’cd as an Under-Secretary to niiny Indians. 
But when Mr. Ammon made a point that the )H>rtrolioH of Defence and Finance 
were key portfolios, he asked Mr. Ammon to consider the position in war time 
and to relate his ideas to what we knew in England. He referred to the 
Ministry of Lnliour and the Ministry of Supply. The fact was, said Sir 
George Schuster, they were two key positions. Sir (icorge Schuster said timt 
he regarded the Wlifte Pn))cr as an immense advance. It had made the 
Government of India representative and had brought the Government into 
a position in which it ^'Ould really demand the rcsficct of the Indian people. 
IIm men who had agreed to conic forward were c^crtainlv not a team w *768 
men”. They were men who had proved their imsiiions oiiteidc and in business 
and had proved thcmidv^ by their indc)>cndciicc. They had shown conrsige and 
independence before, but never greater courage than they had done now at this 
supreme crisis. They had taken their politinii courage in both bands to serve their 
country. Sir George Schuster continued, *^Everyday dnusiona are being taken in India 
which will affect India's economic future. I had always wanted to feel that when 
those decisions were being taken, they were being taken by a Govemment really 
representative of India.” Sir George (*011 tinned, ** Although this is only a provisional 
war measure, it must have an effect beyond the war. The Viceroy's Counoll can never 
be the same again. The wliolc sfiii’it of the Govemment of India most be changed. 
The great thing abontithe present war atmosphere is that tt afforda a great oppor- 
tunity for creating better relations. Hitler at least has dons this lor us. He has 
brought all classes in England closer together. He has bron^t England closer 
to the United States and he is also bringing this country moser to India. I 
would apiieal to anyone who has anything to do with relations with India now not 
to waste opportunity but to work in the right spirt with India. Gan wo do more 
tto we are doing to take advantage of this opportunity ? 1 bdieve we can. 

*I have always pleaded that we should get representative Indiana over to this 
country now (cheem). Wo liad Dominion representatives : why ahoald not we have 
rep r es e ntative Indians over here and let them sit with the Wtt Cabinet ? They 
could say how idiotic is the idea that this is an imuerudlstic war.” 

Bir George Schuster said that if the Congress Party and other political parties 
were ready to taka part in dieeiissions in the right spirit, he would strongly plead 
for a general amnesty but to say that men should be let out without any aaaurance 
that, when they got out^ they would not start again to make the sort m speeches 
for which they were in prieon seemNI to be impossible. There mast be some 
laoognition on die Indian side thet the time had com to make a new steit. 
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IcMt a subatantial relcoM of iKditical priaoncn and that Mr. AmSiT noaM man It 
clear to Oongieas and the Moelem Ijea;;a« that, if at any aabteqiMnt' doth thiY 
d^ to iiw^t g^to on the Vi. croy’a Council, he would {noride them. Mr. Ridley 
also ^ that Mr. Amery make i^ersonal contact with the leaden of Indian 

politi^l opimon. He suggcCied Cairo as a desirable meeting place. 

Cof. ^ Wedgwood ^ (Labour) asked Ooveriimeiit to consider not the idea of 
concentrating everything on unity but rather on developing the provinoea to 
that the provinces m^ become States, thereby seeoring Mter Govern meni 
and better democncy. Col. Wedgwood also made an apt^eal for the release of 
prisoners and said that when be was recentlv in America, at meeting after 
meeting some emissary of * America Firet* would get up and eay 'W hat about 
India-~yoa have put them all in jail : why don’t you practiee democracy there T 
In America there was not the faintest ides of wbst the British had done in 
India or that every province in India was self •governing to-day— Just ae self- 
governing as every State in America, Britain should make it clear to the people 
m America that the idea of an Imperial Britain pressing for war was ridiculoutu 
Indians should be let out of jail. 

Miss Eleanor Rathhone (Independent) said that there had been a great met* 
•ure of common agreement thioughotit the debate. With the exception of Mr. 
Ammon, every speaker had welcomed the new arrangement as a very great 
improvement. She did not sec how there could be an universal uneondilional 
amnesty without any kind of terms. Nor did she think it possible to have any 
terms which would mean humiliation or a definite confession or error on the part 
of the imprisoned men. She asked whether it was beyond Government to find 
a bridge and a way out that did not involve either capitulation on Govern ment'a 
side or humiliation for the prisoners. 

Sir Stanley Reed said that as far aa he could see. the only criticism of the 
present measures was that they were no solution of major constitutional problem! 
and did not satisfy to the full the aspirations raised in India as to her future 
status. But these were interim proposals to deal with an Interim period and thpv 
did not pretend to be and were not any solution of the great basic constitutional 
ebangea which had ultimately to be made. The new Council now had a majority 
of Indians and they had collective rcsiKmsibility and mitiislerisl ))Owers. Without 
some knowledge of India and some knowledge of the working of the Indian 
conatitution, no one could itossibly sny that the i^ecreiary of State and the Viceroy 
could have gone lurtlier without a great and complicated change in the constitution 
of India ttsclf, for which everyone agreed that this was not the time. Dealing 
with the question of an amnesty, Sir Stanley Heed said that all thoae detained 
were detained for a direct challenge to auibority and dcicrinination to obetruct the 
Government in the war effort. An amnesty could only be carried out by their 
acceptance of authority. As an interim i>olicy, Sir Stanley Reed rejoiced at and 
welcomed the atepa which the Viceroy and the Secretary of State had taken. 

Sir Stanley Seed continued : “It took six or seven years to hsmmer wt the 
Act of 1935. How long is it going to take to hammer out the new Act 7 I 
it as of paramount inii)orlaQce that the SecTCtary of State should concern bimMlI 
with the setting up of a very small body in India of enquiry and investigation 
to go into the vast new problems and, if ponsiblc, to issue interim reports so that 
when the time comes to implement our definite guarantees of Dominion Status or 
independence of which the Doraiiiion Status is a belter and higher form, we enaH 
have material ready for a prorai)t decision.” ,, 

Sir Stanley Reed agreed that Mr. Amery should consult Mr. Chnrehill and 
aak whether the Prime Minister could not send bis own 
Sir Stanley Reed gave his complete and 

announced and said that a great tribute should be P**® ^ Viceroy 

end the Indians going into the new Executive SS! iiat tlia 

Sir Hugh O'Neill said that Mr. Amery iiiitiJ 

aim and object of Government was free and equal f^rtnewhip of India within 

the Brittsh Empire. He thonnht it worth ^ 

aoveromeat. tUe hewi of which we. in toe vMt 

oppontion to toe Act of 1935. Surely thote proroiew. wmingjtom^e u^ . 
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Coitoeil and a NaUooal Defence Conncil. The fact the Exccutiye Gonndl now waa 
to bate an Indian maiority marked a tery definite in the progieM of Indian 
eooetttntlonal dovelhpment. 

Mr. Amery, mlying to the diacueeion, anid, 'T hope, that it will make a 
aimilar debate aunerfinona when It falla to my lot after the receas to deal with one 
olaiiae of the Bill extending— aubject to decialona taken otberwiae— the maximum 
life of the proTincipl OoTernmenta which haa already been introduced in the 
Houae of Lorda. Regarding the pointa raiaed concerning India’a war equipment, 
we are anxioua— the Indian Government have been anxioua aud Hia Majeaty’a 
(^emment haa been anxioua— to develop Indiana induatrial and munitiona 
production to the fulleat extent There ia no queation of obatructiona from thia 
end to prevent India developing her war induatrica. 

Mr. Amery continued : **A8 reganU ahip-buiMing. cxiatipg yarda are all 
within their capacity turning out aa many crafta aa they cun. alwaya aubject to the 
fact that machinery haa to come from thia country. Iney arc aniall craft relatively 
apeaking and the problem whether ludia at thia time can tiuoceaafully embark on 
building larger merchant ahipa. whether it ia i^aaible to convey to India all the 
machinery and material r^uired and so get production economy ia under earnest 
consideration. 

**lt ia entirely a mistake to think that creation of an aircraft industry in 
India has been obatriteted and prevented. It is a matter to wbioli I directed my 
attention within the first week of my ofllcc. a matter on which the Viceroy has 
•hown the greatest keenneaa and eagerneaa. but the creation of an aircraft industry 
is, aa we have learned to out coat here, ia a slow and difficult matter. It ia a 
matter of years producing aircraft engine and even the actual creation of air-frames 
rei|uirea many tools aud materiula not existing in India at the begiiining of thia 
war. All the same, in spite of the fact that every engine that could be made here 
or in America seemed booked up for years, the Viceroy did succeed with the help 
of private industry in creating at any rate a small aircraft production indnatry 
whose first planes are already in the air (chccra), and within the limits of what la 
possible, we shall do all in our power to develop Indiana aircraft industry/’ 

CoL WeJgwooff^ intervening, asked : **Werc the engines made there 

Mr. Amery : ‘*No« it takes years to make engines. They come from America.” 

Continuing, Mr, Amery said, *^Hl8 Majesty’s Government do not look jealously 
upon the devclopmcut of Indian industry. We fully realise that development of 
Indian resources in every direction, industrial as well as agricultural, is essential 
to her property aud essential as a foundation of her security and that free position 
in the world which we wish to sec her attain. 3'be National Defence Council will 
meet under the chairmanship of the Viceroy at regular intervals for a few days, 
it is hoped, every alternate monUi. It will have an oi>portunity of investigating 
and hearing from the Commander-iii-Chief and the Executive Councillors concerned 
about the work of their departments ns well as making suggestions regarding the 
work of thoee Departments. It will in that way get tlie luUest confidential infor- 
mation about the progress of the war and will lie able both to ceuvey to the Centre, 
^e needs of provinces with regard to industry and laboiif and to con«'ey back 
to thoir constitnenta tlio viewi^oint of the Centre to imify India from tlie viewpoint 
of Uie war. It has been suggested that they would be a body of 'yea-men*. I 
would point out that it does not require an election to make a roan independent. 
The Prime Miiiiatera of provinces enjoying democratic self-government have joined 
with the consent of their colleagues and t>rcniimably with the consent of their 
elected majorities. Tho large proixirtion of other members are not only elected 
npreeentativei of the people in their own legifllstnrea but include men who hold 
the lame views aa the Congresa about India’s future but who have not agreed 
about the recent taetiea of the Congress. 

*Tt Is suggeated that 1 have aiioken somewhat unkindly or unfairly about the 
Oongveas Party, but it would lie tar from my wish to do so. I realise to the full 
how much over the last two generations India has owed to the national movement 
of which the Congreea Party has been the chief exponent. Indeed, one might 
any that to-day the ideals which the Congress has advocated over all these 
yeara lor India are the ideala for India whicJi we onrselvea share. It ia not on 
that itane I would oritioiae the Congress but 1 would criticise it as a preat part 
ol India and ita former memliera and present memberi are criticising it for 
taeticn which I believe have not promoted thoee ideals. If the Oongreee bad 
Mped to make poasible the carrying through of the Fcderul provisions of the 
pieaeiil Aet, oau anyone doubt that India from that viewpoint of eeli-goveniiMttt 
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sis? •? to-d*y r Can anyone doabi thnl the 

iwwcrfiil poailion to the Oofenment of 
In^ then it le ener likely to enjoy aicain T 

ooKht to stand in e white aheet. becenae of the 

I??w w _ initiated iii India without aome addreaa on our part 

to the I^i^atiiie aa in toe caae of the L^ialaturea of toe l>oroiuiooa. Ae far aa 

IM oontotttttional i^upn was mcerned, India wai at war, the moment we were 

at mu. Bat mm than that toe Oongreaa, which blamed ua. for not being more 
varhlm over AbjMoia, for appeaaement at Munich, when war waa in toe ofAng 
l**deated ▼ehemwtly aicainat any reinforcements being sent from India to 
threatened pmtions and to show ita dieapiiroval of our whole policy o^er^ ita 
nm mb eie to aheent themaelfea from the Legislature. 

•they .wm therefore not present to ^ conaulled. But thoae who were 
picamt eertainly showed no disapproval either of the fact that India waa at war 
ot of toe emffgency legislation which the Viceroy brought before them. During 
tooae we«A the Viceroy made every |>09sible teat in consul tation witli Mr. 
Gandhi and other leaders of the various parties in India. He saw aome fifty 

political leaders with a view to bringing them together ii\ siipfiort of the war in 

India’s defence. At toe outset, Mr. Gandhi, at any rate, was willing to give 
hie w holetoearted support without bargaining but he was overruled by what I 
canno* rq^rd aa wiser influences within the Executive of his Party and in Uie 
pnrauance of that fiolicy, the Party deprived the greater part of India of a wide 
measnre of aelf-government which it was enjoying and has since then embarked 
on what 1 can only deat^ribc as a futile campaign of deliiierately compiling the 
Oovemment to put into prison leading iHdiiicians for saying things which 
inevitably in a time of war bring an ordinary roan into custody. 

"I have been earnestly apiiealcd to for a general release but at this moment 
Mr. Gandhi is insisting that those who are out of prison should prom nil y go back 
attain. Something like half of those who oirendetl against the order wore dealt 
with by being arrested snd let go, while others received compsrstively light 
sentences. The Government is not Isying down any condi lions of written pledges 
as a prerequisite for sny individual release or of cuMective release but at any 
rate ao long aa the situation stands as it is, the (lovornment are unable to do 
otherwise than they are doing now— lei those who insist on going to prison havo 
tocir will. 

'T may add that it is s will whose wisdom is being more snd more doubted 
by large numbers of adherents of ibc Congress itself. As to ibc major discussion, 
to some esteni the spirit of what has been said was summed up in its simplest 
terms by the elatcment that this was the test case of the issue for which we are 
fighting this war. The request was made that we aboiild on a definite date give 
Indin tout national freedom for which alie asks. Under what constitution f 
Thai ia the very question which is at issue. *lliere is no India as there is a 
Beigiam or Uolland for insUnce. In many res|.ccts India ia much more like 

Earopa than it is like an individual country. The dilliculty 1 have tried to 
jw pi tl fi throughout is not our iinwillingiicsa to give self-government to Jndin 
but too abaence of any willingness among Indians themselves to agree uftou terma 
bn which they are ready to govern themselves, cither for India aa a whole or as 
has baen auggeated in aeiisrate uniu. . . , . n < ^ 

‘"Xhare la no ngreement on that snd the whole essence of our policy is to 
iavila and nrga Inmans to come to an agreement. I have bmrd a certain amonnt 
tOKlay aboat toe failure of stalesmanship. 1 have also heard of the slatmmanahip 
ot 9r W Bahadur Bapru and those working with him in initisiiiig diacuosion 
* o of what India's future consUtntion should be. ihst ie our 
Thai ia what we invited Indians to do a year ago. 1 am glad 
» gtofM months or more Indian atatesroanship is responding. 1 hops 
toat iMd will ba followed further. ITie other statesmanship is that of 

tolwjtog ••«•«*«■«»» whew H «»•{«* Uw cfliirt »itk 

■o niUnlar •& ia view— it not that alio poaaibly a lailnn T • 

’^StaawUk to too abacaea o( the poaMUlity ^ a cooaUtmioBal 



toaadfiM&ala ab amcMnt, «a f^taka iatnte acmm aUeb nm 
too ifSr^of^itoa^ JSSSSaUoa ol hw 


SriS? a toGSS laSat eoaattiaUoBal dinealHaa joa^ 

JtmJTZjSi SmhMM aaeh toa loraal oia aa ona ol opirit 
Ml ■SSHaLm-Sr taJSstoTfSto** **•**• to toto otoMt toto itokh paiif 
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have fallen.^ I am ulad to think that roj^nrillrisa of party Irailcra and in 
denAitcc of imrty dtSi'ipliiic, pntriotic IndiaiiM have i*omo forward to work for 
India’s defence. If they can work to;^ctlier for her deiniee n;;ninst dangers from 
outside, they are also capable of workiii}; to^^ctlicr to find India’s salvation at 
home (cheers).** 

The rcix>rt sta^c of the India and nnrnia I^stiniatcs was agreed to and the 
report stages of all other outstanding items were a- reed 


The National Defence Council 

Secretary of State’s Statement 


Mr. A m'rfty Secretary of State for Tinlin. made the following stntrinent dated 
London, the IVtb. August 1041. regar<ling the rrimt invitation to the liidinn 
Provincial Premiers to join India’s newly coiiKiitiited National hrfcncc Council : 

‘•'J'hc Prime Alinisters of all the ]trovin«Ts in whifli working of the consti- 
tution has been uninlorruplcd were inviicii by the Viceroy to join the National 
Defence Council in their capacity ns Piinio Miiiifilcrs and regardless of their 
personal, party or cominiinnl nllili.itiotiH. Not only were they invited in their 
capacity as Prime MinisterH, Imt. they accepted the invitations in that capa«‘iiy 
and in the light of tlieir constitutional rcHponsibiliiy and obligations to the 
peoples and the provinces as a whole.*’ 

The Govt, of Itidla Communique 

Alteiition has been drawn to the recent proceedings of the Working CommittiT 
of the Miislini League and to the Hintemcnl winch lias been issued by the 
Premier of the Punjab coiisiquent on his resignation from the National 
Defence Couinil, stated u cominntiiciuc issued from .'^imla on the 27th. August 1041. 

In view of the statcnuiits wfiich have been made on this imnortniit matter, 

it adds, it seems desirnldc to make it clear in the fust place that the Premiers of 

Assam, llcngal, Punjub and ^^illd v\ore invited to serve on the National l»cfenee 
Council in terms in thiir capaci»> as picmiers of llicir provinecs and on no 

Other basis. It was on tliat basis that tlicv at‘ce] led the invitation winch was 

extended to them. As a corollary, should they cease to be Premiers of their 

i )roviiicr8, tlicy would cease (quadly and auioinatically to be members of the 
National Defence Cotmcil, and their successor as Premier, irrespeelivc of his 
party or his community, would be invited to replace them. 

In framing (he Defence Doui.cil. 11 is Majesty’s tiovernnient and the Viceroy 
were eoneerned to bring nlHuit ns complete a repicsLiitation of the face of India 
as was prncticalilc and to ensure that the Council bhonld he ns representative ns 
circumstnnees made it possilile vd all areas, communities and interests in this country. 
The allocation of the seats assigned to Priiish India was primaiily by H'uvinces. 
The Premiers of all those provinces in which the consiitiition was functioning 
normally were aeeordingly iinited in every case to join the Council. ’Jlint was 
the vu'imnry and essential Stasis of the composition of the Coiincil. It goes without 
saying that in the conditions of India, it is not possilde to scpaiate in estimating the 
charuetcr or the coiniuisitioii of any public body, the commnnity or an individual 
from his general representative enpaiity. It was clearly desirublo, too, that in a body 
designed to be ns generally icprcscntnti\c ns was practicable, fare should be 
taken to ensure adequate ivpicsciitution of the great Muslim coiniuiinity. The 
fact that certain individual members including the present Premiers of Assam, 
Bengal, the Punjah and r^iiul themselves pndcssed the Muslim faith was an 
advantage from tliis )*uint of view. 'Jimt. coiisideiatioii was however, aivd must 
be entirely a secondary one, and the basis on which *hc Premiers were invited 
Olid agreed to serve was essentially that they were Premiers of the Provinces. 

'Jhere can be no jiistilieation for any* misunderstanding of this position. It 
was made quite clear to the PienitciH eonerrned wbcii invitations ivcic extended 
to and accepted by them (bat they were being inxited l») serve ns Premiers. It 
was brought out by ibo •S’ciciary of Mnlo in his speech in the House of 
Coninions on August 1. ‘The position was furthir made clear by the (toveriiur* 
Uenetal to Mr. Jinnah, and the .'rccretaiy of S^tate was at ] ains to issue a slatcmcnt 
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yoBBible miguuilcfstanaiiiK rej:iirdiiijr i». 'Phc (iovpn)or-neiiena*ii 
m>ii\erKiiiion uilh Mr. .humih and the Secretary of Siaic*« Btateiuriit Udh look place 
Boiuc days before the mcetiii;; of ilic Working Commit ti»c of the MohUiu Lcai;tie* 

Mr. Jioiuih*B Stalemoat oa the Coainanl^ue 

folloirinj; statcinent to the prcBi from Bombay 
on the 28th. Ancuat 1841 : ' ' 

. ,.*7i**® «x|dft»Jftioii that haa been jiivcii. iirrstimahly, on hchalf of I/)rd 
Ltnhnthyow^ iii the communique dated Auuiist 27. Simla. rriftraiiiK the 
recent ^ciaiw of the Working Committee of the All-lmim Mic«Um licnuuc and 
the Btateincnt which haa liccn iKHuetl hv Sir Sikauder llyut KImn ciiiifiequctit 


w a.ao > iiic virmiy, r*ir iMEniiucr i 

waa appointed aa a rcpreaciitHtivc of tlie i;rcat Miifilim coinmiitiily. Tliia nioaHa};o 
I received thront'h the (iovernor of UoiMimy on the morning; of July 21 and replied 
to it on Uie same day. It in anrpriKin^ Unit no reference whatever haa been 
made to it in the whole of the oommtiiiiqne. 

‘*'rhc Btatement of^ Sir •SiArnm/cr Jfijnt Khan rnna aa folloira “I WBB 



it was Htated that wo were beiiiK n|»i»oiiiic«l lo the iVfciice Ckiitiicil 
rcprcBeiitHtivcH of the mrent Miialini coinmtttiiiy...I could nut in fair neat lo 
my province or the Miia’iini l^o^ue, coiirmnc; to nerve on thia Connril*. 

''According to Sir i^iknutlvr Ili/ut Khan, the Vicnoy waa doiiblc-croaBiiif; 
him. That puint ia not met in the whole of the comnniniqiic. Had he asked Sir 
Sikundcr Ilyat Klian to join the ConiK il in his pcmoiial cni»aciiy, llio prohtibility is 
so obvious that he would have rcftiacd or at any riitp. aaknl for lime to conaidt the 
Ixiader and the Kxcentive of the Miialim I.rn):nc oritaniaation. TIiib evidently, did 
not Buit Uic Viceroy to put it to him in that way, and he waa aworn to atrict nverwy, 

**11 is somewhat tUllicult to nndcratand why the Woikiiii; Conunitiec haa been 
drat^f 2 ;ed in the communique. The position of the Working: Comutittcc has been 
made quite clear by ila reaolulion that the liciillomcn concerned had clearly 
asBoeiated theniaelvcs wiih the echeme and had thcrehy pone apninat llie 
expreaa decision and mandate of the l.enpne. and had acted without any reference 
to the I^eadcr or the Kxeentive of the orpaniaation. 'Mie drcisioii id the Working 
Committee, therefore, waa that they ulioidd rcaipn from the National l>ffeiice 
Council. It is quite iuiniatcrial whether they acreiitcd tbe invitnlioii In their 
oHicial eaimcity or otherwise. 

‘ The varioua atapes of tho development of Ihia plea that ihcac pcntlcmeii 
were appointed in their otru inl capa- ity aa rremiera, eiidinp with the statcineiit 
of the Secretary of State for India, which he waa 'at paiiia lo make' on Aiipust 
11), I*JU, were iiirroly intended to create confiiaioii heforc the Miinlim public and 
in the ddihcrnlioiifl of the Working Coininitlee, which was called upon to decide 
BB to wbat action Hbould i»e taken in tho matter. 

“Lftstly, there in a reference of Ilia Kxcrllrncy t lie Viceroy in the com- 
muiiiciuc 1.0 the convcisalion that he hml with me on An^nat 10, I’.ttl. It is quite 
correct that he informed me that Ihcac pciiilcmrii were invited in their ollicial 
capacity ; hut in fiiiriiCHs to me it nlao onpht to have heeii Htated .is lo what was 
my reply, llcic I pive the auhatanec of ii. I aaid, 'll waa quite immalciial to the 
real isBiic *, ncvcrtb<.’itsH, it ia the firat lime I hear, on yonr authority, that they 
were invited in their oflicial capacity ; and even after my reply to your mesBape, 
which you iiuist have receivcil on the 21at. or the 2L*iid., yon did not snppeat, that 
they were appointcil in their oniciid capacity, till lo-dny. I f'oiiitetl out to hi in 
that this was quite ct.iiliaiy to the nieaHiipc. that he wan poo«l enonph lo send lo 
me ihroueh the IJovcrnor of Uomlmv. The U.\l of the mcHsape did not leave the 
sliehlesl douUf that they wne appointed cwi.iiidly aa rcpnanifafnra of the i;reat 
Mnaliin commiiniiv. he. niipc iluy were Muplims of the hipheal ciinneiiec and 
eapiiciiy. 1 asked him to w nd for the copy of hia nicspnpc that he ha.! aeiK to me 
and \erify wlmt I was sayinp. lo which he rcplnd Ihni he woiihl lis*k ii up. 

‘*1 think ill fniinisH to all paitms coiicerncd 1 should riloise to the push the 
full text of his uiesKigc and my reply to it. 
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THU KATIOKAL DEFENCE COUNCIL 


t BOMIAY— 


LulWf — JlflMli Conmtmitmm 

Bombay OovfsaKOB’B LxrrsB 

OovernoMiit Hoqie. 

Qaac^kliiiid, 20tli. Jiilj 194L 

**DcBr Mr. Jinnah, 

**Hia Ezoelleii«y fhe Viceroy haa aaked me to let yon Anew hia Intentione 
OB Um maiiera. which follow. I had hoped Biai i would he able to tee you 
myaelf in order (hat 1 miglA convey thia meaatKe to yoa iieraonally, an waa hia 
deaifo : ^t unfortunately, now that I am in a {loaitioo to j^ve ynn the meaaaKt. 1 
am not entirely fit, and I am, therefore, writing to convey It to yon by thia 
letter, which I am aeiidiiig down to Bombay by apecial mcRaeiiirer. 

**The Viceroy haa contiiuied lo have very much in mind the whole aitiiation 
In regard to the war eflbrt nod the aaaociation of nou-oflictid optnion with the 
proaeeution of the war. Tlie ohalaclea, however, to any aeiUemeut on the baaia of 
the complete offer of Auguat laat, which emergml ao clearly during the diacuaaiona 
laat autumn, atill eziat, to hia very great regret, na the laat few moiilha, and the 
leaetlona to tlie Hecretary of Htate'a atatement in the llouao of .Commoiia on 
April the 22iid, have made clear. In iheae circiimatancea, it ia equally clear that 
ho cannot look for that dogree of aupjmt from the major partira, for Ofae pro)x>aala 
embodied in the Auguat Offer, which lie dcKirea. Ncvcrthcleiui, the burden of the 
oonduet of Ute war on the Central Governmnit haa greatly inereaaed, and for 
•dminiatrative reaaona it ia eaaential to proceed with aomc inermae In die member- 
ihip of the Viceroy'a Council witliin the terms of the Auguat Offer. Ilie Viceroy, 
aoeordingly* ia anxious that you should know that ha is now, with the opproval 
of Hia Majesty's Ooveriiment, creating five new portfolios. These new portfolios, 
and the names of the gentlemen by whom they have lieen accepted, are as imiows : — 
Supply :~8ir Momi Mody. Information Sir Akbar llydari. Civil Defence * 
Mr. Kaghavendra Rao. Indiana Oreraeaa Mr. Auey. laihotir Sir Firoie 
Khan Noon. 

**The Viceroy would also like you to know that he propones to fill the 
vacancies arising in the iiortfolio of I«aw, when Sir /«Hfrullah Khan goes to (he 
Federal Court, and in the |ior(folio of Education, when Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai 
takes up a mission overacaa, by the appointment of Sir Sultan Ahmed ujid 
Mr. Sarker. 

*'lii addition, the Viceroy does not feel that, becauac of the difficulty in 
•ecuring the aupixvt of the major iiolitical patties, it is poaaible to delay further 
the more active aasodation of noii’official Intiiaii opinion with the prosecution 
of the war. He ia accordingly catabliHhiiig. with the approval of Hia Majesty's 
Ooverunient, a National Defence Council. Thia Council will ennaiat of some 
thirty membera, nine of whom will Imb drown from the Indian Slates, llie 
Viceroy regards it as eaaetiiial that the great Miialim (Hininniiiity ahoiild he 
rapreaenteu on tliat Council by persona of the liiglicst prominence and capar*ity. 
He haa accordingly invited the Tremicra of Aiwiim, Bengal, the Punjab and Sind 
to serve as membera of it, and he haa rxicndtHl iuvitaliona also to certain other 
prominent Mnalinia, such as Sir Mahomed UHroaii. lie haa considered whether be 
•hould invite you to let him have any HUggcRlioiia as lo the posible {leraonncl 
for this Council, but being aware, as lie ia, of your general attitude, he has 
ooDcludcd tliat it would bo preferable not lo embarrass you by inviting you to 
make •uggestiona. ^ 

** *1( is intended that an aniioniiccmeiit about these (diangca will lie made on 
the morning of 'J'ueadayn July tlm 22i)d. and the Viremy is anxioiia that yon 
dhoold have* through me, iSla advance information of what is pro|ioaciL 1 would 
bawB much preferred to have given you thia niciuuige orally, but thia letter 
ooBlahia the aubatance of It. 

1 hope that you have now fully rem^vercil from your recent illucii. 

Mk. JiKNAirn Ukim.y 

Pf ^ tetter sent (p Afr. J/. A, Jinnah, JHuumt JUraeant Roatt, Malabar 

am, flat, ifofp iMi. 

Deer Sit EpBiri 

**1 am Id receipt of your letter of the 20th July 1041 which embodiee the 
ammaiDe of Hie Ezeelleucy the Viceroy. I dreidy regret the deciaioii taken by> him 
with the aMWOvel of Hie liaicaty e Clovcrnmeuv. 1 aiiireciate him whan ha aaya 
that ha doea not wU to lanbattam me by inviiiiiB me lo asaka aujita^BiBab 
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Imoi^nR, M he do^ not only my iwienil elUtmle Nt that of Ike AIMndio 
Mueliw I^a^e. hnrtlicr, I cannot approve of hU haviiii; invited the MniJia 
I^aitue Premiers or any other Muslim licni'nrr under the ecbeme il the eximnahm 
of the Viceroy’s Cnnu.nl m well as what is now called the Xalioaal OcfcBee 
Goancil, becanae it in ohvioua that it irAuhl ^mihiirrsiui llw* Miialim LMcot 
OTitanUation, and 1 do ho;^ and tnwi that Ilia Ksocllcnry will avoid aneh a 
rontmecncT. DMides, it is hardly fair or proper ihnt they should be aimroaehcd 
by His excellency over the licnd of the President, and the Executive of the 
a\ll*India Miialim Li^aj'ue. knowing: full well the poHition' and the atUtuda that 
the All-Iodia Mualira Leaj'ue haa mlaiitcd. 

'It is atoted in hU ino88a}:re that tlie Viceroy niraitla it aa eaaential that the 
Clreat Miialim comniunity aliouhl he reiin^Aciited hy ivrnoiia of the hiishaat 
prominence and capacity, \youhl it lie cn^lilablc for any iiitlividiial prominent 
or capable MiiiBalfnan bclonc;iniK to an ortaniaation to accept the invilalioii con* 
trary to thc^ yioaitiun and the attitude takrn up hv Umt or;:atiiaation« and would 
it do any credit to Uic Govern incut, if they miicccihI in All'*rin}; him and eraata 
a breach in the orj'aniaation, in the hope that he may throw up liia alleuiaiice to 
the party to which he beloiiKa in order to aivcpt the inviution of Hia l^i^lleiicy. 
I maintain that the isroat Mnalim conimiinity U represented authoritatively only by 
the All-India Mualim Tsca}!;iie ori'aitiantion. IVrainteitco in tide coiirae will not 
improve maitera hut, on tlie cniitrary, it will load u» hittrrnoBa on the part of Ilia 
Mualim League, which up to the prcMeut niomeiit, fiirtiiniiicly, dora not exiat, how* 
ev«r emphatically we have disapprove<l of the imlicy wliivli haa been pursued by 
Uis Majesty's Govcriiment and the Vi«‘croy. 

Ltitti»r from Sir Jittg^r Lumh*g to Mr. ht d. ./fanti/j. 

Government lloiiae, Oaiu'nhUttml, -J-7 ItMl. 

"Dear Mr. Jinnah. 

"'J'haiik you for your letter of July the *JUt. the conlonU of which I have 
liaaacd on to tne Viceroy. 

"I am fslad to liear you have recovcTC<l. 

Thanks for your kind enquiry. 1 am much better.** 


The National Defence Council 

Pint Session— SimU -4tli. Oelobtr IMI 

Tiik Vicekoy's UPKNiiiu tirimcH • 


1116 first session of the Nations! Hcfcnce Umiin-il opened at the Vicerwal 
liodKe, Himls on the Mb Ostober l»tl. 'I’licro wem meeimvs In tbs morning 
nnd in the afternoon, at liolh of wliicli //. K. rtm’f»|( inwded. 

Those present were; Their lliclinc^ the Jsni ISnhib of Nawsnmmr, the 
Maherain of Bikaner, the Maliarsja of .Imlhpur, Uio Mehsnm tt Paliale, 
Meharaja of Gwalior, the Nawsb of lUioiml Iho Naw^ of lUmpnr^ the 
Maharaja of Cooeh-Uebar, Nawab Kir ktnhsmmMl Ahmad 8aid Khsn of Chhl^, 
reinMcnting H. E. It. the Nissm of lly.lcrsl»iMl and Ihrar, l>r. B. i t Am bwMmr. 
Kiimarareja Sir Miilhia UbolUar M nieiti.is.1. 

Darbhanira. Mr. Ramrao Mmlliavrao Deshmukhs Tsieut«Ciil. fhr CIMib^ 

Hir Cowasisa Jehancir Uaia Bahadur of KhalJikote. the hon. Malik Khm ia fiakwi 
Khan, Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta, Mr. G. oTSSkT 

Hardar Nauiiihal Wnjsh Man, B«nm 
rr^aaacir K. Alimwl 8hah, the rremw of Hind (tlm 
Bnx), Mr. Mohd Umar Hoomra, Sir Jwala rrasad Brivaaiava and Sir 

dm openiag of dm eeeret eyes. g* 

National DManea Oouiieil in a ahmrt Jf* f h* 

of Piineea from among tha Bmirn’ repreefBttdve^ and W r l^m^j 
among the Brideh Indien . fepiMe atohvea . re yydrf . Aj^lhe •— *- 
eeeset eeeeion, Bcgnm Shah Mams r x pr ee ae d , oa 
gtadinda at dm appointment of a woman represantotlm M tM iwenM 
In dm monCg mcedag n eutessent waa made by H. E. dm Ui 
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in the eonrHe of which 8ir Archibald WavcII rcatl a meaaa^e of ^eetiim: 
to the Cotincif from Mr. WiiitUoii ChnrchHI. A niinihcr of innttcra of aprcial 
interear in the defence Hclii, which had l)ocn rnisefl by varioiia mcmliera of the 
Oottncil, were cxpifttiied by the Commaiider>iii-C*hief and a diHciisRioii followeii. 
In the nfreriif>ori, the meeting' heard and diacMiRaed a stateinent by General 
A. n. llai^, Adintaiit-General in India, on recruiting and connate iasiica. The 
hon. bir Honii Mody, ^upjdy Memljcr, bewail bis statement on the question 
of war supfdy. 

///a Excellency the Viceroy spoke as follows : 

**This is a business p:at!icriiiK. and I am not fsoinp; to make a lonp; si^ceeh to 
yon to-day. Hut I would like, in the first place, to extend to yon the warmest 
possible welcome to this the first meeting' of the National Defence Council, and to 
say how deeply 1 appreciate yonr public spirit in attendini:, in many cases, I know, 
at very f^rent (lersonal iiiconvcntencc. I would like, too, to say a word about the 
si}i;nifl('aMce of this occasion before we ^0 into our secret session, ninl to touch ve^ 
briefly on the recent dcvclojimcnts in the K^cat part which India is playiii;; in this 
war. 

*This occasion is one of ^rcat si;'niricancc. For the first time, the representa- 
tivcB of tlic Indian Htates and Hrirish India arc met together to constder and 
discuss the war fiosition and India's war effort ; to receive from myself and from 
my advisers information on important as|>cctH of these mutters ; to p.ive my advisers 
and myself the IxMicfit. the value of wht<'h 1 cannot over-estimate, of yonr own 
aiift^estioiiH and ntlvieo. It is iny hot>e nml belief that this nicetiiif; will l>c the 
first of many, and tliat the coiitrihutioii which these meetinfcs will make to the 
removal of tniHnntl(!rHtandin<!S, to the furtherance of our common cause and to 
stimulating still further the efforts already so K^ncrously and widely made throiif'h- 
oiit India, will l)C i^rcat indeed. 

"In the National Dcfoii<!e Council composed ns it is of representatives of the 
Princely Order and of tlie provinces of British India, there has been established 
a body truly representative of all elements in the national life of India, whose 
sole ohicct is the intcnsificAlion of the war effort ami the prosecution of the war. 
My object and that of my Government will be, duriiqr our secret deliberations, to 
acquaint the National Defence Council, to the fiilloat decree, and in the fullest 
confidence, with the position in relation to all important aspci’ts of the war effort ; 
to obtain tlio benefit of their advice ; to improve and develop liAison ; and so to 
aecure that, in a war that is as much India's war as the war of Gteat britniii or of 
any other part of the Empire, the Princely Order and the provinces of British 
India are seized, throiiKh their representa tives on the Defence ()onn<dl of the pro- 
blems that confront ns from time to time in the conduct of the war, of the Krcat- 
ness of India's con tribu linn, and of the imck^roiind lo, and the justiilcation for, the 
mapiificciit effort which India is piittinij; forth. 

"'fherc could be no more appropriate o<*.<'.a8inn than this to refer to the superb 
contrihiition so far made by India to the Ri*hicvcment of the ideals fur which wo 
arc fljrhtinf;. She has, without stint, poured out men, money and Riipplies. Her 
flghtinj' men, whether hy land, hy sen, or in the air cover^ themselves, and the 
land of their birth, with jrlory. In the face of every device of modern warfare, in 
conditions often most dillicnlt, in iiiif.amiUar surroiindiiif's, India's 6};httn;r men, 
whether they come from the Indian States or from the provinces of British 
India, have shown outstandinj' valour and endurance and . have added still 
Lirtiior honour to the martial traditions of this conn try. 'I'he Empire and 
India owe them a debt of j;ratitude, a debt that will never he forgotten. 

*'lii paying the tfibiilc that I have to the gallant fi^^htinK men of India, T 
wciild associate, with it a word of Kratitude for the iniinciise assistance {(iven ns 
by our neighbour, the warrior kiniidom of Nepal, to the syropnthclic and enthu- 
siastic BiipiH>rt aiui co-opcralioN of wliosc Prime Minister we owe so much, and 
whose troops have played their part with the distinction which we have come to 
cxiHict of them in the various theatres of war in wliich they have been cnj'sj'cd. 

"In the field of supply India has nKiiiii made a contribution of imnioiisc si^ni- 
ficaiico and value, a coiitnhiittnn rcco«,:iiiscd t.}iroiij:hoiit the Empire, coiitriinitioii 
that has in no snisll decree hcl)«ed In hrini; liome to many distant lands not only 
tliA ^'I'CAt natural resources of India, hut the hij;h iiiUllij'ciice and skill of her 
craftsiiK'ii and her workers and llu* rcndiiKas of aU to piny ilnir part at times like 
theoc. My Supply Member will lie aide lo pive you some Men of wliat has been 
done in thia lield. Ia:l me. say now only that the In<*ntioii in India of tlic Knalerii 
Group .Supply Council is, in itself, a Irihiile iiutii to the iiiii>ortaiice of her strategic 
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and geoampLical portion and to tho magiiitiide of the auiotaiiee whiidi the has 
give to the common effort. wbiob m aw 

irinf] frtr of contributions in gifts and loans, in money and in 

kind, for the piirtha&p. of munuians and equipment, of planes, of tanks, of ambul* 
auces and the like for the alleviation of suffering and the relief of dtstrsos, which 
has flowed Irom Iiivlm sinco the war began, is nndiminish^ to<day. I nay my deep 
and sinotre tribute to the magtiificciit generosity of the gifts that have been made 
by lour Ilighncsscs of (he Princely Order, by the provinces of British India, and 
by that great mulutiulc of iiuhvidaal.s throughout the countrv whose desire is to 
hasten, by tlieir personal aa» rificos, the day of victory for our cause. 

“As the war goes on. every day reveals more clearly the place i 
won lor herself in the world. She is to-day the base of opei 

rh( 


which India bna 

, — .^se of operations for great 

campaigns and great strategic movements. Tne Oommaiidor-in-Chief, wiiom 
we are glad to welcome hack to-day from his consiilatioiis with the Cabinet 
with Ilia Mnicsty 6 r(?)iiescntativcs, civil and military, in the Middle East, ana 
with our Ilussian Allies at Tchemn, bears a rcspoosibility which few, if any, of 
bis predecessors in thar. groat o'?i.;c can have licld ; and in the discharge of that 
responsibility from India he links India still more closely with those mighty 

movements that arc taking place around us. India, as I have said, is the centre 

of the great Sfiipidy or.^'inisation which serves the vita! military needs of countriea 
ranging from Au>s;ralia to Hoiilh Africa. Her contribution in fighting men 
lias been on the grandest scale, and will be greater yet. .8bc is ready, as we know, 
to make sacrili.’es {rreater still in everv way than those which she has so far been 
callcil upon to luukt!. Wc may be proud of the achicvcmuiit of India. \Vc may bo 
certain that tliat aehicx’emcnt wifi not fade from the memory of the natione. 

•‘Your llighiiessca. negum Shah Nawaz and Cicnllcmen— I do not propoee 
to detain you fiirtlicr. We have before ns a long and hcavv agenda. But I would 
like, a;:aia, to 8.ay how glad 1 am that we should all be meeting here to-day 

and how confiieiit 1 am tltat our joint discussion and our joint lahoiirs win 

enure to the great, bcucfit of India and to the tiene.fit of the Empire as a whole. 
Anxious times, a long and arduous struggle, great rcaimusibirnics, heavy burdeiii, 
lie before ns Htill. Let us look to it, one and all, that otir r4)S|)OUfc lo these 
critical days tor our country and civilisation is worthy of the call. 

H. U. THE Jam Sahibs Speech 

//, If. Ihe. Jam Saheb. on behalf of the Rulers and representatives of the 
States present, thanked His Excellency most ainrcrcly for ibe cordial wetcome 
given them and declared that they felt— and be was confident that the represen- 
tatives of British India shared tliis feeling— that the present wsr way our joint 
war and that the big Issues which wens being fought on the various battlefields 
were likelv to atfcct ihe future of civilisation. He proceeded : 

“At this cnn-ial juncture, it is our right and duty to Uke coeimel togeUier 
and to TBAkc every imssible coiiirihutioii we can, in tlie service of out king 
country, for the siicccssfiil prosccnlioii of (he wsr. I ciii only speak for the 
States and Your Excellency knows, and the world knows, including theerier 
of the Berlin Radio JStatioii, that the Indian Princes, one and all, have on^s^ 
all their resources and arc implcmctiting that o^vt wiA 
con tribat ions in every possible foray, tS e are determined ^ ^ ^ 

and we welcome the opportunity of frw and frank **J**^“J^^ 

National Defence Council., wit is likeljr to "• 

the best form which our individusl and 

His Highness referred to the fact that, at tlie *2?*^ 
of Princes, wc proposed a resolution X 

with representativis of the Oovernmenta of the 
set up as early as possible. ’ We 
and to Your Excellency for giving effect to that 
that worked in the right spirit, Uiis Council . "Li 
...“cS vrUcculion of tf.e we •« .eon meed. ttot 

•iwiDR acr^ tlii* table are pledped t® 

beet for the common ob^tive m view. W e ^ BU«^ ^ gggg 

at the diaimeal of Your. Excellency a. *^!LSS!! aL aSL 

of out eolemn obligationf end •• wr . Onr im cibrt 

Motherland and for tlte vindication of Ac deinc oat beet till vMoty 

has only one min. and that is that we e^ wnttane doUK oat mm ou vmsoij 

ia won end the Nesi tyranny enwhed lot evet. 
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Sir Uakomed U$man, in sisoeUtlDg himself with the thanks e^ressed by 
the Jam Saheb, dcola^ that it was the good fortune of India that His Excel* 
leney’s term of ofliee had been extended and he would continue to preside over 
the deliberations df the Oonncll. (Cheers). He hoped that His Excellency's term 
would see ^e successful termination of the war and the utter destruction of 
Nasism. 

Beitisb Pebmibb's Message 

The Oonncil thereafter went into secret seeiion, at which H. K. the 
Oommander-iti-Obief. at the beginning of bis address, read the following message 
from Mr. Churehill : 

*'l was deeply interested by all yon reported to me about indis*s war effort. 
In the first year of the war. it was immsible to find the weapons and 
equipment neccasary for the Indian army. In the second year something was 
done. In the third year, large supplies of the most deadly modern war 
apparatus will come in a steady flow to expAnding formations of the Indian Army. 
llM sons of India ha^e already in this war shown themselves worthy of the highest 
respect and honour among military men. Wherever they have fought— in 
Oyrenaks. iiT the Sudan, inErUrea, Abyssinia. Syria and now latest of all in 
Fsrsia— the Indian divisions have played an important and distinguished part. 
During 1242 the armies of Indi.i with their British comrades, will be fighting 
on the long front from the Caspian to the Nile. By so doing, they will be 
barring tlie eastward progress of the war and' guarding the plains of Hindustan 
and the homes of their dear ones. This is a highly honourable task and also 
as anyone can see, the best strategy. This is equally true whether applied to 
the interests of India herself or to the fortunes of the world cause now being 
fought out.** 

SseondaBay-BImU— 7th. October IHl 

The National Defence Council met agaia at 10-30 a.m. to-day at the Viceregal 
Lodge with His Excellency the Viceroy In the chelr. 

The hon. Sir ffbmi Mbdy continued and concluded' kii statement on the 
iupply position. This was followed by a statement on the military aspect by the 
Master General of Oidnanca. A general discussion follewed. The last subject for 
the day was a statement by the Duector-Oeneral of Civil Defence on behalf of the 
hon. Mr. E- Baghavendra Bao which ima still under dfscuasion when the Cbuncil 
adipunied. 

ThM Day— Shnto— 8lh. Oetobsr IHt 

The National Defence Council met for the third dagr ot 10-30 a.m. in 
tile Viceregsd Lodge with H. E. the Viceroy in the chair. The Ckmeil 
concluded its discumion on the question of civil defence and A. B. P. His 
Bxcdlency the Commander-in-Ghief. who spoke for an hour and a half, ^ve the 
Cbuncil a full appreciation of the wap position from the strategic point of ^w and 
a diaouBdon followed. 

In the absence due to illness of the Rt. Hon. Sir Akbar ffydari, a atatement 
on war publicity wai read on hit behalf by the Director-Genend of Information, 
and the Cbuncil examined the position. A number of matters were then consider^ 
including the^uestion of defence loans and the policy of the Government of India 
in respect of control pnees of essential commodities. The Council in conclusion 
api»oved the despatii offe message of thanks to the Prime Minister for hit menage 
ox welcome to them and tiiereafter adjourned to meet again on 1st. December. 

Bqeani Besslon-Mew Delhi— 1st Dseember 1941 

Aib a Naval Poamm Reviewed 
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SUPPLY FOSrnON reviewed 


ass 


e, Mr. O. n. Horton, Sir Jwnlo' 

^^bmad Ali Khan of Halcinuar, cjlr^ 
Navi^ Captain Baidar 


Ambe^, Mr. Biren Mo 

Pm^ Sriyaatava. M.L.A.. Baja Saiyed 

Professor Ahmed Shah. Begum Shah _ ^ 

Naunihal Singh Man. m.b.e.. mj..a.. the Hon»ble Mai^raia^Uaia Sir Kamnhwnr 

Deshmiikh, the Bon’blo Malik Khnda 
Khw, Baja B^adur Sri Bama Chandra Manlaraja l>co of Khallikolc, 

^e Hon’ble ^an Bahadur Allah Bukhah Muhammad Umar Soomru and Lt-Col. 
Sir Henry Gidney. m.ua. 

« J^omiog session was devoted to exhaustive reviews of the Air am! the 

Naval situation in relation to India. The Air Otticer Commaiiding-iii-('!iief pul the 
^uucil fulW in posseMion of tlie latest developments in the Air field, and a 
discussion followed on jKMnts arising out of the confidential information which was 
laid before the Council by him. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Herbert Fitzberbert, Flag Officer Commaudiiig, Hoyal Indian 
Navy, made an exbdustivc statement on the position of the Royal Indian Navy, the 
developments that liave taken place in connection wiUi it, the work of tlio jKavy 
and the various problems of Indian naval defence. 

The ^tements by the Air Officer Commamling>in-Chicf and the Flag Officer 
Commanding, Royal Indian Navy, were followed by a natter on the latest 
developments in connection with civil defence which was resa by the Honlilo Mr. 
Raghavendra Rao. who laid before the Defence CTouncil a number of points for 
consideration, which equally formed a subject of discussion. 

The proceedings for the day concluded with a speech by the Hoii*blo Member 
for Labour, Malik Sir Firoz Khan Noon, on techical traiuinff, and tiie special 
arimngemcnta which have been made in India to develop tei'unical training in 
connectiou with the war. The Council adjonmed. 


Second Day— New Delhi— find. 

Supply Position Rbvibwbd 


1941 


A communique giving an account of the second day’s proceedings of the moeting 
said that the Master-General of Ordnance made a statement on the Supply positbii 
in. its military aspect fronv all points of view siid pnt the Council in pocsesaion 
of the latest developments in regard to it. He was followed by Sir ffomi Mad^, 
Membcr-in-ebarge of Supplies, who gave an exbanstive czpoeltion of the Bnpply 
position with special reference to timber, leather goods, textiles, ete. A discussion 
plowed on the points laid before the Council. 

Thereafter, Sir Andrew Clow, Member-in -charge of Cornmnnications, addressed 
tho Council on the work of the railways in relation to war effort and connected 
questions. He was followed by Sir Jeremy Baiaman, Finance Member, who spoke 
w war finance and a larn variety of matters of financial concern and intessit 
arising in connection with the war. ^ u u .i ■ 

The proceedings concluded with a statement made by Sir A, Jlamatmomt 
Mudmiiar, Oommeme Member, on the recent developmenta in industrial r sssa ic l L 

Third Day— New Dellii— ted. Deetmksr 1941 

Military Position Dibcubbed 

The final session of the second meeting of the Natlonsl CmeO 

took place fe-day. ITie morning was devoted to a review by HU Eaedliw 
the OommandeE-iD-Chief of the genaial military position, boi as immediately 
•ffeeiing IndU and in its more general a^ts. A full discneelon loltow^ 

On thn conclusion of the cimmsiwr-m-Cki^i stat^ent, 

Sit Akb^ Htdari, Member-ln-cbarge. Information and Boa^csstini^ expUined 

g-asiflrtSbSas 

to aumbm of the Oonncll. who, oo tho toritatton M »u »Misiioy 
JmAnSSi amt ofMsi^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1 gffiBg for womidod iRdUi soMUn. 
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India and the Atlantic Charter 

Premier*! Speecb—H. of Commons— 9th. September 1941 
An eiicoursginf; Account of the pro^rcfis of ilie Atlantic. Hattie was one of 
the main points made by Mr. Winston Cburchili, rcviewiii}; ihe vat situation 
in Parliament which on the Otb. September 1941 nficr tlic Summer recess. 

The Prime Minister said that the sinkini; of British and Allied ahius hy the enemy 
in July and Aui:;iist did not amount to much more thnii a third of the German 
and Italian tonnaii;e sunk by Allied aire.raft and siibmnriiics. Ueferring to tbe 
Atlantic Charter and its relation to India, the Prime Minister said : 

**11ie Joint Declaration does nut quulity in any way tlie parlous statenienls 
of policy which have been made from time to time About Uic development of 
constitutional government in India, Btirnia or other parts of ilto British Kmpire.*’ 
**We have pledged, by the Dcclaralion of August, 1940, to help India to 
obtain free and equal parincrship in the Brltibh Commonwealth with ourselves, 
Bub}eet, of course, to the fulfilment of the obligations arising from our long 
connection with India and our rcsponsibiliucH to its many creeds, races and 
interests. 

**Barma also is covered by our considered policy of csuiblishing Burma’s 
■elf-goverument and by mcAsures already in pri);:rcBs. 

**At the Atlantic meeting, wc bad in mind primarily the extension of the 
BOtereignty, self-government and national life of the Htates and narioiis of 
Biirope now under Nazi yoke and the pri .ciplcs which should govern any 
alterations in the territorial boundaries of conn tries which may have to be made, 
liiat is quite a separate problem from the progressive evolution of self-governing 
institutions in regions whose peoples owe allegiance to the British Crown. We 
have made deelarations on these matters whitdi are complete in themselves, free 
from ambiguity and related to the conditions and circiimstaiu'es of the territories 
and peoples affected. The^ will lie found to he entirely in harmony with the 
oooeepUon of freedom and justice which inspired the Joint Dcelaraliou.*’ 


The Indus Commission Enquiry 

Openfof Dey— Simla— 32iid. September 1941 

Ghairuan Enunciates Genkrax. PniNarLES 

The Indha Commission enquiry commenced at Simla on the SSod September 
1S41 in conoectioii with the sharing of Indus waters between tbe Sind and 
Ponjab Provinces. Sir B. N. Ran, who presided, enunciated certain general 
liriaeiples governing queations of this kind. He stressed the following points, 

S otkig authorities from the Geneva Ooiiveiition, the judgment of the Permanent 
mrt of International Justice and a number of American decisions. 

The Gommission eonsitied of Sir P. N, Bau, Chairman, Mr. P. F, B, Hickey^ 
fetired Chief Engineer. U. P,, and Mr. E. H. Chave, Chief Engineer, Madras. 

Tbe most satisfactory settlement of disputes of this kind was by agreement, 
tbe parties adopting th% same technical solution of each problem as if they were 
a tingle community undivided by political or administrative frontters. Once 
there was such an agreement, that in itself furnished the law governing the 
right! of the several parties mtil a new agreement was coiieUided. If there was 
ao auch agreement, the rlghta of the teveral provineet and Sfeatea must be 
determined by applying the rule of ''equitable apporUonroent,” etch unit getting 
Ite fair share of the water of the common river. In the general tatereate of the 
enttra oommnnity inhabiting dry and arid territoriea. priority mat be given 
to aa earlier irrigation project over a later one : "priority or appropriaUon gives 
•aptriority of right** , « « • 

IB TBB State a Party ? 

Tbe point whether any State could appear aa a "party** before the Commiaeion 
waa dieouaaed at the outaet of the prooeedinga, following observatione made ^ 
Oonaael for Bahawalpnr who urged that that State ehould be eonaidered a narQr 
and almald be gtyeu all the privUegea of a party in the matter of leading evidence. 
oma-eEamiaing witueeaea, etc. 
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L under Uie constitution nt pment in force, o 

Stole could^ not be t party and he asked if it mofie miy diiTerenec if the State 
®*‘,™,W''ht8 and privileges of a psrty without being called a party. 

IM counsel siibmilted that if he was given afl the rights and privileges of a 
party he was in fact a party. He quoted Sections 130 and 131 of the Covornmenl 
of India Act^ particuUrly the Ihtter acoliun. under which he said the niler 
of any State affected could torpedo the dccihion of iho Commis^^ion by socuriitg 
a reference of the whole matter to His Majesty in Council. Counsel argued that 
ill theae circumstences, the State was a very real party. 

'fhe Chaiman indicated that he would postixnie a dct-ihioii on the point till 
a later stage and that Counsel could rsise it sgaiii ii any right was refnt^ 
to him. 

The Connsel signified acceptance of the position reserving to himself the 
right to withdraw from the iirocecdings If necessary. 

Mr. Coltman, Counsel for Um Sind Government asked for clarification of 
the position and pointed out that it should not be o't>cii to any one after 
taking part in the proceedings to consider the Couiinisriion's decision not 
binding on himself when that decision went against him. 

The Chairman explained that the Commission would only mate recoro- 
mendatiotts and it was for the Governor-General to take decisions. 

*Dbci6IOS Not Bindiwcj on States*' 

The Counsel for Bikaner recorded a urotest against the n}uv>iiitmcnt of the 
Commiasion and declared it was without jurisdiction so far as Indian States were 
couceriied, because it had been anf?oiiited by the flovettior-Geiiersl. who was a 
different legal entity from the Crown llei>rcsentative with wliom the States were 
concerned. Counsel also deebred tliat the existing Indus waters agreement, to 
which Bikaner aad other States were a party, was hy tlie appointment of the 
Ooffivission sought to be revised without the consent of these States, and therefore 
any decision tato by the Commission would not be binding on these States. 

In reply to the Chairman, Counsel said he would only hold a watching brief 
at the proceMings. 

The Chairman made it clear that the opportunity to take part In the proeeed- 
iugs was there for those interested, but it was for ihem to take advantage or not 
of that opi>ortanity. 

The Counsel for Khairpnr expressed himself in general agreement with the 
position taken by Babawslpur while the Counsel re])rcscnting rstiala, Jind, Nabha 
and Faridkot expressed accord with Bikaner’s iiositlon. The chief engineer, N. W 
F. P. said he would also hold a watching brief. 


Suggestion to Enamike Data 

Mr. Coltman^ thereafter, made preliminary remarks in which he said that 
the Government of the Punjab, in Uieir rejoinder to liic Sind Government's 
complaint, had considerably modilied the orgitial |x>siiion on wliicli Sind’s esse had 
been based. He thought that an exaroinstion of ttie Punjab's rejoinder would 
take considcrsble time. He also suggested ibst the should ermine mh 

other’s data to see how far the terms of the Indus Waters Award of 1935 had been 
modified or were being modified in actual practice by the Punjab. ^ 

Mr. E. H. Chuve, Chief Engineer. Madras, member of the Commission en* 
quired why the Sind Government had filed their complaint before correctly asocr- 
teiuing the data on which to base it- ^ i # 

The counsel complained that Sind Government never had a correct reply frm 
the Punjab Government, and that the Punjab rejoinder handed to them on Friday 
last had completely altered the i^itton. t .i « 

Mr. Chavt referred to the discreimncy between the tores given by the Punto 
and 8lud GovenimenU and asked if Bind ascerteinecf from the Punjab whether 
Sind's aaaumptioiiB were correct. . . . . , 

aiM cwbmI Mid that they did, bat oerer bad • Miii^iory ire|Jy. 

The eoDDid for the Punjid*. inlmcDiuK, compleiorf ttot ^te for Are yeen 
..VmI for bad ncTer been eupplied to hie OoeerDoicnt and hiiid’a com waa not 

knowi^ to Panjab did oot tell Sind Ibat Sind’a cnia waa baaed on 

**°”^te^oanik?for the Paniab aabt Oiara bad bMo no direct coatmiiDiaation with 
the Sind Ooramnauw 
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Mr. Coltman. before the CommisBion adionnied, eubmitted (hat the Rnkinir 
Barrage lYoject waa not involved in the oomplalnt. The couniel lor the Punjab 
dklented from this view. 

Sir Si, M Sircar ^ wIm> had been briefed by the Pnojab. was Jiot present owing 
to iodhipotttion. 

Bseoai Dsf — 8taUi>-«nth. Bsptsnihsr 1941 

The position of States in ibe prooeedings of the Oomimanon mtok 
again raised and a final ruling given by the (^airman. Sir B, N, Bau^ at 4ha 
Oommission's resumed silting to>day. 

At the outset. Counsel for Khairpur State making his posHion dear, 
declared that the Commission, having b^ii appointed by the Govenaor-CSeneral 
and not the Crown Representative, had ho jurisdiction with relercnee to 
Stales. He would therefore take part ia the iirocecdings under psolasL He 
added that, if any variation of the Agreement of 1932 rmrdUig the distribution 
of Indns waters was agreed to by any other parties, Ebairpnr would aat be 
bound by it, unless its consent was expressly given. 

Sir "Nripendra Nath Sircar. Counsel for tiic runjab, objected to States being 
allowed* to take part in the proceedings. It was tme, he argued, that the 
Commission could only report to tlie GoYenio'‘-Cienera], bnt the Commieeion 
would be making a report for the clcrinitc iiurpose of enabliag tlie Oovernor- 
General to issue his dcoisiout and it was therefore not right that the Commisaioii 
ahotild enquire into matters on which decisions could not be given by the 
Governor-General, bnt only by the Crown Itcprescntative. H« quoted authority 
for his eouiention that the Oonunission in allowing the Hiates to take part in 
the proceedings would be nssutning the duties of another tribunal which could 
only be aet up by the 'Crown Hepresentative. 

Sir B, N, Raut giving his ruling, observed iliat under Section 131 of the 
Aet, the Commission had to investigate matters referred to them. Ihe Section was 
silent about the procedure, but it was clear Uiat the Commission mupt mould their 
procedure to the requirements of a full and pro))er investigation. Sncli an investi- 
gation would be impossible without hearing every interested unit. 'J1ie Oommissioii 
must, therefore, inve every interested unit an opportunity of being heard in every 
way so far as the Commission thought it nccct>sary for the puriioscs of their 
itivestigatton. 

Counsel for Bahawalpur referred to the Chairman's observation on the 
opening day that Bahawalpur would have all the privileges of a party and wanted 
to know whether all the facilities that the Bute would want in taking part in the 
proce^inga would be given to it. 

The Chairman : We see no reason to refuse any . facilities, but we shall have 
to aatisfy ouraelvea at the time wbetlicr any facility you are asking for is necessary 
for the investigation of Bind's comidaint. 

Contisel tor Bahawalpur ptessed for the grant of all facilities, so far as they 
were '^relevant'* to the eomidaint. 

Sir B, N, Rau : We will use our own language fLaugbter). Every facility 
rhich we couaider necessary for our in vof ligation will be given. 

PoamoM OF Statks Under Govt of India Act 

The Chairman referred to Section IHl of the Government of India Act which 
*!§ permisaion to a Kklernted State to ecu tract out. of the provisions regarding 
>r supplies. He lointed out ibat in of Slales wlio have exerci^ the 

n under that Section and in respect of non -federated Btates, the eontroUiiig 

r would be the Paromount Power. The Commission had derived its charter 
the Governor-General and not from the Paramount Power and hia 
sion was that the two Powers, namely the Governor-General and the 
unt Power were altogether different and an attempt was being made to 
m up. This could not be done except |>erhaps with the consent of the 

Nripendra gave a warning as regards wbat might bapMu if States 
?ed to take part in the proceedings. Supposing Sind's objectioo to the 
roposal to build die Bbakra Dam failed, the dam would be built and 
walpur which at present had no interest in it might put forth a claim 
er out of that dam. Then die Commission would be adjudicating 
m eo-defendauta which was not nccesaary for deciding Siiid’a compUiiit. 
poiuU which might arise and he took this further poaitioii that 
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fUMrfc fioni kit gMnI ot^ceiion* the Conrt could not idjiidicate nny tiuesUon of 
or ekioMi bf Bnhmwnlp ur IB B;i;ainft the l^njtb« 

Mr. Coiiwum, OoobmI for Sind, thereafter reiterated hit complaint agalnat 
tho Pnii]ab OofonimoBt wboi, he aaid. had not given details of their projects. 

Mr. Chane. Member of the Commtasion. {minted out that the Punjab's eaae 
was that SumI had baaed their oomplaiut on a misunderttanding of Sind's 
intentioaa. He aakad if Sind repreaentatiTes could not make the neefoaary alts* 
rationa in their Sgnvaa eonaequent on Punjab’s statements. 

Mr. Cciimmm aaid that would take some three months and added that there 
was dIaaneemcBt with regard to the effects of Punjab’s schemes and with regard 
to whener the ediemes were in accordance with the Andeison Committee's 
reeommeadelioM. 

Sir N, N, Sircar made it clear that if any schemes proposed by the 
Punjab were in eonlliet with the Anderson Committee's recommendations, then the 
Funpib would aot proceed with them. 

The rest of the proceediegs was devoted to a discussion of Sind's complaint. 
fNtfsgrapli^ty pangrai^. 


Third Day — Simla — 87th. September dSil 

Body of Ireigation Experts Soo6e8Tbd 

The setiiog up of s body of irrigation experts and represeiiUtives of the 
Punjab and Sind provinces to examine the effect of any irriRatioii projects which 
either side might contemidate was suggested by the Chairman. Sir B, X. JRuu, 
St to-day's session of the Cura mission and was generally welcomed by a number 
of repreaentatives appearing before the Commission 

The tuggeation was put forward as a possible remedy for the difliculty 
complained of by representatives of both OovernmciitB that one side did not know 
what were the other^a intentions and that no machinery at present existed to 
enable one aide to communicate its schemes to tlie other, particularly after the 
inception of the Government of India Act, lD3o. under which Irrigation it a 
provincial aubiect and the Central Government’s sanction is no longer necessary 
for a province's schemes. 

The Chsirmao asked if both the provinces would agree to the constitution 
of a body of experts which would severe to fill this need. 

Mr. Coffman (for Sind) said : We would welcome some tribunal of that kind. 

Sir N, N, Sircar (for the Punjab) agreed that in priticinie it was s desirable 
method but be would like to see the actual acbeme before he could give a 
reply ou behalf of the Punjab Qoverumeiit. 

Counsel for Bshswsipur observed that t)ie suggestion was a very good one 
and Bshawalpur would probably welcome the coustitution of such a standing 
committee, because at present that State did not know bow to get ita grievances 
remedied. The proposed committee would, he thought, preclude the iKMwibility 
of petty disputes, apart from major disputes which were beyond the scofte of 
that committee ana which would require the setting up of a tribunal under 
Sections 130 and 131. 

The representatives of KhstTpur and of the North-West Frontier I'torince 
concurred in the view that the proposal was welcome. 

The rest of the proceedings centred mainly on technical matters relating to 
loss and lag and on an attempt to get Sind represen Utives to agree to preparing 
•0 additional atatement correcting figures which, it was pointed out, were 
bsied on a misreading of the Punjab's proposals. 

At the outset of the session, 6ir «V. X. Sircar reqnetcd cisridestion of a 
^nt on which ha auggeated the Chairman’s remarks had been misconstrnctad 
n certain quarters. ’’Did the Obsirmsn, he asked, state that the States might 
tppcsr before the Commission but would not be bound by the proceedings ? 

, Sir B. N, Rau : What I said is that is a question which is not for us to 
■•eide. It is a matter lor the Govemor-Geneial or Hie Majeety-in-Oounell to 
■vcide. 


Feuith Pey— Slmle— Mth. SdptMber IMl 
GBA»lfAir FORMOLATn FlPAL IBSUEi 


the ametiiig of the Oommiaiion to-day both aidea euga 
» IkM leulMifMy immod mho chairman on the mwiog ij 
9k a. M. ^rccar Him lie In prMitlaff tio 
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pointed out thst if the Commission fonnd thst the Andenoii Committee’s report 
on which tlie (lovcrnmeut of India’s orders of 1937 for ^ distributioii ii the 
waters between the two provinces was basc^ i^uld go, then both sides would 
be starting with a clean slate and the ruojab would claim a greater share of 
the waters. 

. Mr* Coltmnn (for Bind) argued that the Puniab eonld make no tnoh claim 
and stressed the point that the Government of India hod turned down a similar 
claim for a greater share made by the North-West Frontier Trovince; He con- 
tended that the Government of India’s orders of 1937 could only be varied to 
Bind's advantage. 

The chairman , Bir 2?. N. Bau, observed that he would frame final issnse 
In the light of the issues presented by both sides, and that he would communicate 
his draft to the Commission on Wednesday. 

Fifth Day -Simla— 1st. Oetober INI 
PrELIMIMARY iaSDl!S FhAMED 


The Gomission framed preliminary issues to-doy. Tlie issues framed were 

(a) Wliat is the law governing the rights of the several provinces and 
States concerned in the present dispute with respect to the waters of the Indus 
and its tributaries ? 

(o) Mow far do the orders of the Government of India annexed to and 
explained in their letter of March 30, 1937, themselves coustitate the law by 
which the rights in question are to be determined ? 

(e) Is Hind entitled to objcid to the Punjab Government proceeding with 
the Hhakra Dam project as described in Bind case or as described in Niemdson- 
Trcncli report ? 

At the enquiry on Monday, both sides suggested additional issnei, lubsi- 
diary to those tentatively framed hy the Chairman on the opening day. 

Bir N. N. Strc.tr, for the Punjab, in presenting the issues drafted by blir, 
pointed out that if the Commission found that the Anderson Gommittes’s report 
on which the Government of India’s order of 1937 for the distribution of the 
waters between the two provinces was based, should go, then botli sideo would 
bo starting with a clean state and the Punjab would claim a greater share of 
the waters. 

Mr, Coltman, for Sind, argued that the Punjab could make no euch elaim 
and stressed the point that the Government of India bad turned down a similar 
claim for a greater shore made by the North-West Frontier Province. He 
con tended that the Government of India's orders of 1937 could only be varied to 
Sind’s advantage. 

The ChairmAii, Bir /I. AT. Ruk, observed that he would frame final issues in 
the ligiil of the inMues presented iiy both sides and that be woold communkata 
his liual draft to the Commission on Wednesday. 


Sixth Day— Simla— 2Dd. Oetober 1941 


^ Sind Case PagSEaTED 

At to-day's sitting of the Commission, Bir B. N, Rau, Chairman, sugpeted 
for tiio l•onsidoriltioll of the paities that Bind’s objections regarding the Bbalrpi 
Itiiin withdrawn or , modi lied and the Dam be allowed to he ereeled 
provided, expressed stipulations were laid down that the ouantitiea of water now 
authorised to i)c withdrawn would be subject to modineation if and When Bind'a 
ai>prchensioiis turned out to be true. Both the parties agreed to eonsidflr Ibo 
siiggesrioii. 

Mr. Coltman, Ooiinscl for Bind Government, began argumenta on tbe jpfeli- 
minary issues framed by the Commission. Arguing the first issue— wbat It tbe 
law governing the rights of the several Provinces ana Btatee concerned in the 
present dispute with respcvi. to the waters of the Indns and iU tributeriee —Mr. 
Coif man I'iaimrd that Beciions I'.IO and 131 of the Oovernneot of India Act 
contained the ncocssiiry law. Those two sections entrusted the Oovernor-GeDeral 
with the settlement of a dispute in his discretion. The Commission had to find 
facts underlying the dispute and nmke ita recommendations on the bans of tbM 
facts. The Govuriiment of India Act did not lay down wbat law should guide tw 
Com mission. The Government of India Act also excluded ibe juriedietioii of civii 
courts over such disputes. 



8IKD OAflB FBBBSHTBD M 

CiiliMMi : Ym. m te pfiMifte oi aiqvliy and fairplay. Any onUnniy 
pply to tito cane nna toi§ wm vliy tneh wld« mid diteretionniy 
jivnn to tlm Qof«iiior-QeMrnl. Biniitnrly internniionnl pnldie U# 
i nto to Um erne at the Indian Statea were not iiideiiendent aoieieiKn 
awtheriflto Ha qnotod an American caae In which it waa held that a State conid 
•ot afeaa ar dlmt the flow of a river which ran thiongh a neii^hoarina Stato 
American anaa were, in hie view, via media between tlie Roman Law and 
Interaalional Imw and adopted the **eqnltable and fair** method. It applied to 
caeea where the Statea were not independent Bovereic;ii hodtee bnt there wae 
aaodier aapreaae body to adindicate their diflerencea. 

Sir B» Af. Rau : la not the Qovoinor-Qeneral of India in the tame poeition T 

ilr. CoUman : Yea 

Pwoeeduie, Mr. Coliman referred to the Nile dispute and said that it waa the 
nearest approach to the present ease. 

Referrioic to the second lastie as to how far the orders of the Government of 
India annexe to and explained In their letter of March, 19-17, themselves 
conatiinie the law by which the rights in question were to be determined, Mr. 
Coltman said that prime /acte the order of the Government of India did determine 
the law for the time being. But if those orders were flnal, why had the 
Oovernor-Gcoeral appointed the present Commission, he asked. 

Mr. CoUman assorted that the whole basis of the Government of India’s 
oiders was that the Sukkur Barrage should not in any way he hurt. Fiirthermore^ 
there was no question of an agreement on that |K>int, because the Punjab and 
the Bombay Qovcrnmaits of those days were like the two departments of the 
Government of India. Furthermore, the Sind Government of to-day was not the 
sucoeasor to the Bombay Government. It was a new creation. 

Asked why the Government of Bombay agreed to the various recommendations 
of the A^erson Committee and Nicholson- french Committee, Mr. Coltman said 
that the Bombay Government replied 12 days before the sepsration of Sind from 
Bombay and as that time probably Bombay’s interest in Bind had waned. He 
claimm that Sind was not bound by what the Bombay Government bad agreed to. 

Hr. Coltman had not finished when the Commission rose for the day. 

Seventh Day— Simla— M. October 1941 

At to-day’s stitting of the Commission, Mr. CoUman, continuing his argii* 
meats on the preliminary issues framed by tlie Commission, said that Sind had 
prswsriptive rights in an irrigation canal as such and the duty of Sind had tiecii ro 
make theee canslc as economical as possible by constructing them on s lor.cr level. 

DIsenieing the issue whether any modifications could be muclo in the *tiivern* 
ment of India’e orders of 1937. Mr. CoUman said that is v . . v»uUide tiu* iunction 
of the Commiemon to advise the Governor-General wheth^ »•*.> vary those orders or 
not. This could be done by the Govemor-General in his r -iic diwTeUon. 

Sir B, N, Ran : Thera oan be no finality In orders if tiicy were to lie vsned 
from itoy to day. I. tlierefbra^ want joor assistanpe to recommend to the Governor- 
Oenefil now far these oiden eould be modified, if st all. . . . • j 

CoUman said that if the dato on which the orders were based hsd iiroved 
to be Incomot. or if new factora bad came to light which were not taken into 
MiMUmtioB in mddng tiMi.. th. orit. would tow to.iy 

tocta. He pointed oat and give details of the data on whi* h the .^denon 
OoMMitto. hnd «d «hid> «&q<»t 


GofonisMot hi4 TOwd to bo iii«on;|^ Ho ttat w w ^twinojo 

taveillcMtioBO tho C^mor-Geneiul would be iuit^ ^ 

llia^^Be eleo expiained that on the eesumption that Smd would receive a certain 
QiStito of aSd Umd worth Bn 7 cioree. FurAermoi^ ^ waa 

question ol tiie payment oi debt to tlm ^ India amqnntlng to Ba. 

23 ciorea. TUa waa paid at the rato of Ba. 75 lakhs a year. ^ . 

Beplyiii^ Sir Bon, Mr. Coltman laid that, on an average, Bnkknr 

SiK to o^ to> PttuW* moMjdj 

So wu r tf l t * — Onk bj !•«««» Bomb^ 

dmiltacta — 
w o B ion irift < 

Ootan 
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did not amoant to agroemcnt or mtnwl. BeooikDy, imdn Sm oki 
India Act of 1015, a Pmifiiicial GoranmieDt could enter mto 



moita only in the name of the SeerHary of State. The 

Fanjab and Sind entered into an agreement aa reisarda the 

the name of the Secretary of Slate. In other words the Seaetvy ed 
entered into an agreement willi hiaudf, which was an absmdi^. 

The Pnniid), he proceeded, had now set out to sell water io the 
States which were non-riuariaii and had no right to the w~^ 
to the provisions of the oid Act. 

Sind became a new pfovinre nndcr the new Act of 

iliat was to say, its asseto and liabflitics, were dealt with 
Council. Sind was not a helr-atrlaw or successor of Boar*' “ 
by what Bombay, of which it was onee part, had done or 
was still there and if the Punjab t h o u g h t they eonld file n suit 
^mbay, let them consider it 


1885 Mid ilaehiifaSmHt 
ptth bf the oSSs^ 
hay and was aaUMMunt 


iadcK. 


Eighth Day— Simla— fifit Mehsr 1541 

GoaiiiiBsioii’a Plawt or Woaw 

At to-day's meeting of the OommissiOD, it wae aanmmeed alter soam 
discussion that the Commissioners would give their nlhig on the legal iseucs 
witliin a day or two of the conclusion of arguments on Uism and that they would 
then settle issues of fact Thereafter the Commissi^ would not dt in Simla any 
further but would assemble at Karachi to examme Bum witnmses. In tiie intervd 
between Simla and Karachi, the Commissioners wiH inspeet saeh places as die 
narties desire them to see. , .... 

Counsel for Bahawalpiir State took a good pert of tody’s ntlhig with Ua 
anruments in course of which he pointed out that Sind was complaining of 
orders passed on March 30. 1037. while the present Government of India Act 
came into force on April 1, 1037 and hail no retrospeettve eflbet 

Sir ir. AT. Nott, Chairman, inquired whether the argument wm that these 
orders could not at any time or in any circumstances be modified. Counsel 
replied that any modification could only be done by the Goyemment of India. Sir 
B. N. Rau pointed out that the Government of India had no Jurisdiction now in 
the matter of water supplies. .. o- u u- ^ ... 

Counsel for the Punlab, Sir N. N. Strear began bis arguments before 

t'kimmissioii rose for the day. He contended that the agreements arrived at between 
Sind and the Punjab before the Anderson Committee was appointed were by way of 
a bonalide settlement of the disputes. The settlement was made on the prinMple 
of give and Ukc ; and the right to go on with the Bhaba dam project wm on 
int^ral iwrt of the consideration which induced the Punjab Government to agiee 
to additional allowances of water to Bind and Khairpur. 

Ninth Diy— Simla— 7th. October 1941 
Arguments by Sir Nripbn Barcab 

Sir N. N. Sircar, continuing bis reply to-day to the case put before 
the Commission by the Sind Government and its oounsd, declared that hia 
clients wore anxious to know what they were entitled to do under the Government 
of India’s orders of 1937. He assured the Commission that his clients had no desire 
to do anything outside the findings of the Commission. 

He quoted the Anderson Committee’s report in support of his plea that full 
agreement l^tween the parties had been arrived at after exhaustive examination of 

He contended that a review of the Government of India’s orders of 1937 could 
only be undertaken if aifjr vitol change in the cirenmstances had since taken place; 
blit no such change had. in fact, taken nW he mphasixod. 

On tlie point whether there could be an ’’agreemenr between two provindai 
Governments, Sir N. N. Sircar quoted Devdution Rule 49 layiim down thafi the 
iHjwers of superintendence, direction and control over the wvemmenb of 
i^vemor’s provinces vested in the Govemor-General-in Oooncu nnder ttw Act, 
shall in relation to a transferred subject, be exercised, among ote iS i ogf h ^ 
decide questions arising between two provinces in oases where the piOfvliieBi f 

come to an argeement ^ ^ 

If, Oonnsel argued, there oonld be no agreement between two ] 





ns OTCTEMB- AHQ lTilKW TR 


an 

. IfSf • W««« to «»» to 

A^W Mfcmto" beti ry tm prorincM (iorerniaente in ntoliM to' irriinltoM 
miTnfit??* *£* »efcrrni. m mi Mam|4*-to Mi'iiKre«mMit 

USjfc P" “'J tl>c IWjnb. He (4Mcr«-nrtont*tli«rn 

gyA? P,5“ WOWBent in ^ iroie thnt Uie-Sci reuiy of Htiite .«»IU be 

nMde liable or (me pn^ cmM auo toe otoer in a roiiit of law but there «wiM be 
^ yiiieh a'^bond* biiA m the ludim CVnnniiiifiiiiii wan 

He emfihaBiiod tliat when Sind m a seymraic i»Tovliiif j'oi 

m I^Sb oidSlfc -^ LJ?y ** *•“ ^ ^ to toe "ff*"* e' 

^-^‘^ober, the* Comm ifliion heard Mr. Cttltwan, eoiiinie) for 
Mnua reply to bir A. N. 8ircar*a arj^umenU on the preltininary iaMUca. 


Tenth Day-8lmla*-8tla October 1941 

Sir y. N, Sircar, counsel for the Punjab iiovernincnt, concluded hin 
argnments before the Commission to-day on the preliminary issuee tentatively 
framed by the Commission. 

On the issue regarding the law governing the rights of the provinces and the 
States couocmed in the present dispute with resi>ci‘t to the waters of tlie Itidim 
and its tribiitaries, Sir Nriix>ndni Nath altirmcd that the orders of the Government 
of India annexed to and explained in tlicir letter of March 90, 1937, thcmselvea 
constituted the law by which tlie rights in question were to be determined. 

Heferring to the tliinl issue be asserted that Sind was not entitled to object to 
the Pwjab Goi'ernmciit proceeding with the lUinkra l>am t'rojccl as describeil in 
the Nicholsoii'^Treneh reiiort. He, however, made it clear that the PiiniaU would 
prefer to proceed with their present st licme, but in case it was shown that the 
scheme would throw a greater burden on Hind by taking away larger supplies of 
water than the Punjab was entitled to, then only would bind no eiitited to object 
to it 

Elsborating his arguroenti Sir Nrip^idra Sath dealt with the principles of the 
law of contract and went on to emphasize that Sind's claim could only bo the 
quantity of water that she had been in^tting and not what she reganled as “a fair 
amonnt of water for her irrigation nceds.*^ 

Sir B, N, Bau (Chairman) : Sind’s case is that unless the Indus river is at a 
certain levd, ^e necessary amount of water would not flow in her r*nnals. 

Sir AT. iS^f’rcor : If it can bo shown that although hy the action of the 
Punjab, the levd in the river had dropiied, the actual (piantity of water available 
for Sind had not diminished even for |ieriod to )»eno<l. then Sind should not have 
any complaint. The data collected by tlic Punjab did not show any downward 
tendency in the matter of woter supiily for Sind. Uii tlie otlier band in some cases 
the data had shown an upward tendency. 


Twslvth Day--«hBla— lOtb. Cetober 1941 

Ruuko of tbe Commission 

The Commission this morning briefly cxi>ressed their views on Uie preliminary 
issues, far as this is necessary to enable the thirties to proceed to ^c further 

issues that m%y arise.” The Commission held that the righta of the several 
unite concern^ in this dispute must be determined by applying neither the doctrine 
of riparian rights but the rule of “equiiable apportionment”, each unit wing cn titled 
to aTair share of the waters of the Indus and its tributaries. The Conimissioii stoted : 

"The Orders of the (lOvernment of India dated March 30, lb3<, preceediiig as 
they did for the most part, on the consent of the unite cemoerned. roust Jw reganM 
as having* aecured the most equitable apportionroeut then p<tesible. If owing to 
material CTTora in the original data, or a material change in river condiUons, or 
other anfficient cause, those orders arc now found to be un^uiteble. and if a more 
ajoitoble toe ^ 


nnri to of all toe uuito concerned, toe oticinja or^ may properiy be 

xbit hnidiea, of coniae, toat a modifiv-aUoo rf toe oidera in one partMultf 
may- neoMaitato conaequentlal modifleationa in otoer parttrnlara by way of 
lednaeiMC'toa balance between toe teverai unito. ^ 

^"“Ttfie BhtoM Da* tebeme which ia ncntioned in the tand caae end it 

ia the MH^i^tion of the Pnnjeb to carry ont. b«n(Mn me rtqwcli dito^t 
to Swiitam Dam SchemaTweb waa before toe^mbay Ooremment, it ia 



m THB inmm oommisbion jbnquibt i 

temaMi ‘te PtoniAb *fliAt Bind to^nol ptnchided ainrdj Jbj mnoii dl my 
•tntnuMDi of *4he Bombay Gorernmant^ from ol^tiiig jIo tbe wmmt m^wbbo. 
Thm la tha further that the combined effect of the HaTili Fro}A 

the Thai Proieetk the Butlei Valley l^rojaetk iha rarioue atoraea and feeder 
projeala and the Bhabna Dam Beheme *npoa the innimdatioii ca na la in Bind 
naa nafer yet been inveitigated by any indepaident tribunal. Wa are, thevefoc^ of 
opinion tnat if it ia proved that the preaent Bhakra Dam Scheme auperimpcNKd 
upon the oBmr pn^ecta will materially injure the working of the innundaition ca n al a 
in Bind, Bind ia. entitled to object lo tbe Punjab proSeeding with the . pr eae n t 
Bhakra Dam Scheme. except under proper aafeguarda. 

*Aa regarda the original Bhakra Dam Scheme of 1910 (referred to in the 
Nicholioir/i^di Committee^a report) we do not think it .neeeeeary to exn r e a a 
any viaV, becauae that acheme ia not, to uae the language of Section BN) ot the 
Government of India :Actk 1U35, *executive action protHieed to be taken’ by the 
Pun Jdb . at . preaent.” 

TUrtaanth Day— SkaU— llth. Oetobar 1941 
AonmONAL X88UHB *FrA>I£D 

The CJommiaaion adioumed to-day after framing additional iaauea following 
npon the viewa exureaaed by them yesterday. 

The additioDiLl isenea framed today , include tbe following Which, if any, 
of the following achemes contemplated W the Punjab should be pennitted 'and 
•ubjeet^to wliat conditiona, if any— The Bhakra Dam Scheme, the Storage Schemes^ 
and the Balloki-Buleimanke link Scheme. 

Should the limits for the Kharif season fixed in the Anderson Oommittee’a 
report be allowed for non-perennial canala in Bind, and, if ao^ undor what 
co^itiona ? 

Should the Lloyd Barrage be given a prior right over the Thai and Haveli 
projecta or either Qf them to Uie watera of the river Indus and Its tribntaries to 
the extent of the withdrawals authoriaed for the months of October, November, 
December. January, February and March aa set out in the Anderaon Oommittee^ 
report T 

Should the said authorised monthly withdrawale he regarded m mean 
monthly withdrawals ? 

In the event of supplies at Sukkur being in exceee of the authorised with- 
drawals referred to in tbe said icTOrt, should the Lloyd Barrage have a share 
of aubh surplus supplies and if ao on what basis ? 

In the event ox any of the orders of the Government of India passed on 
March 90, 1897, upon the recommendations of the Andengm Omimitlee beiag 
modified, what consequential modificationa, if any, ahonld be rnmA^ in any of the 
other orders 7 

Tha Com mission proposed to spend November and Deeamber inspaCtiag 
plaoaa concerned In the diapoie. aiid expect to aaaemble at Karaehl on Jannaff lOl— 



British India & Indian States 

Eatlera States Rulers' Council 

]|sMbrtlOBi--Cal8atU— iSth. k tUk. Mf 1941 

While it with incressinj; concern the ru{*td expansion of the theatre 

of war and the threat to the secuntT of Indta that it implutl, the iVmncil of 
Knlm of the htates whit-h <‘onc|iidi'd its twu-dtiy m^iMtioii at Ualriilta 

on tiw IStli. fnly 1»41 under the presidentship of //. //. the :*iuhnruja of Twmnu 
called ut^ii the Jtnlers to intensify their efforts in the dcfctirc of the JCiupirf and in 
niainUiiiiiit; the intcjjrily of their States. The rcsoliiiion wns woved frwn the ehair. 

Moving toe resulntion on the wur situation. iLc II till r of Tripura referred 
to the coiitnbutione made by the different .Stales under tiic Aecuey towards tiie 
Viceroy’s War I’urposes Fund and other similar funds. 

By another resolution, the Cotineil recoin mended thet the Bpitfirr aireraft 
to be named ‘*Ka6t Htates” be presented fur the dcfciuo of Indra on ItetiAlf of 
all the Eastern t^tstes as a whole, iiiHtidiiii; those nilmiiiislration, and Uia( 
the cost thereof be realised . by subscription from the iudividtiAl talcs aioordins 
to the following itraduated scale : 

Btates with ntt annual rcrenue up to one lakh Its. :W cacti ; ihuae with mono 

than one lakh but less than two liiklm. JSk. each ; those with more iluiu 

two lakhs but less than five laktis, Kh. I^.Xio cricli ; with more tlian live 
lakhs but less than ten Inkhs, Its. 2.ClO cucti ; those with more liiaii ten lakha 
but less than fifteen lakhs. Its. dXW eucU ; and tluHie wtlh h.oie tlinu fifteen 
lakhs bnt less than thirty lakhs. lIs. 5,100 each. 

Should the nmouiit realised by subscription exceed the cost of the ainTsK 

the rcaolutiou added, such excess amount mijiUt lie paid as subsi iiptiou to the ICfni 

Crou or any other fund with similar onioct or kept in reserve with the rreahlcnt 
of the Council for sonic other m |iropri.*ite tisc in iiiturc. 

llic Council outhorihed its rrcHidcni to take octscisary action to uive cffiTt 
to this resolution which was moved by the Jtnja of Semikvla, seconded by the 
JRaja of Khairagarh and suppoiled by the Xtuhnrojm Katnhnndi anU fatna, 

liealising the need for close co-operttiiun betvicui tlui States in different 
regional tress, the Cotiiicil dciddcfl to set up n .Special CouimiUee for the purtman 
of drawing up a scheme of eo-opnative airiuigcincnts between States wiitch 
would not involve any sacrifice of their iiidividtiai sovereignly. Uueaiioiia relating 
to co-ofierative jnil ndministratiun, couatitutiun oi road ttanstHirt hoarda aiHl 
the educational policy of the states would be cousiiWred by the Htircial Committee 
which consists of the Chief lilinister of ratiia Btate ms Ohairiuaii, and the 
Dewaiia of Rhaimgarh, Korea, SAti, Keonihar, Atiunallik, Bonas, Pal Lahara 
.and Athgarh as also the klinister of fieraikella as iiicmbm. 

The Council invited the aUcntioii of the Itulcrs concerned to Ihe abbemo of 
the joint high court for the B. and C. class States of Orissa us drawn up by a 
■peeial oommittce of Ministers siid left the matter to be decided by them. Hie 
neolulion was moved by the i’residcnt and aeconded by the Raja of ^»paUa, 

The Council welcomed the suffgeeiuui made by the political authovitlee that 
the Bulcre might coiisiilt the Educational Oommisiiioner with the Qovertimeiii of 
India in to Uie educational policy of the fitaies and requested the Rolera 

who Bad been eddreeaed hy the political auttioritice on Uia aobject to aoggeat In 
tepb that a tdiacitision between the Educational Adviaer end the llolere end 
mpneenutivee of euch States as were inicretted in the qi^on mi^t talm 
tSwe^uiing the winter session of the Connell whu^h ie likdy to be held in the 
iiSTweek ^January. 1942. 

StMfiiHag Committee of the Prioceo* Qaember 

Jam Saheb'e Addreae->Bombay--4tb. Apgast.lMl 

FWTOBB Of TRB IVniAV Statisb 

Twelfe imt of the fifteen membere of the Stendiog Committee of the Friacea 
Ommber mot at the Ta] Mahal Uotel« Bombay, on ttie 4lh. AoBaM 194t» if. 
ffie Jam 8aM, Oiaiieellor, pneMiog. 
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BBmBH nmiA k IMPIAK BTATEB t 

Qnettkmt rclttiiig to Iho w»r« iateniiA Menrily oad the |i! 9 filioii:iili^^ 
iMi far M tb«y tlTfeted ludloa 8Ut€a were ditetitsed aft ftbe^MoeftiofC. Ar« H. 

Saheb, tka Chancellor, who addreMed the meetiog, revealed fthaft hiauelf and. 

the A/aheraja of Jodhpur weft ehortly pioecMfiifc abroad and thaft varkrae 
other Prineea were aiixiout to follow enlt. A commnmqne, iemd at the end of 
the iDceling, etated : 

A meeting of the Standing Commifttee of Prinrea waa held today onder the 
preeidentaliln or Hie Uiglineea the Mahara]a Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Gbanoellor, 
Chamber of Prineea. Other ICulen preaenl included Their Highneeaee the Bolera 
ol'Bboiial, Dnncarpiir, ;io(lbpar, hiandi, ffarsingarh, Panna, Rewa* Sadiin, Saagli. 
Tripnra and Wankaner. The meeting felt the great loee which the Crown 
Bepi^ineaft and the Statea had anfered in the tranafer of tha hon. Sir Francia 
Wyiie, who had already eanicd the Gotifideiiee and friendebip of tha Statea. 
Cnaiiimona deciaiona were taken regarding the propoeed National Defence Council, 
and in approving the rccommeiidationa of the Committee of^Minietere relating 
to the qiieation of expenditure on the nae of troops within the ierritoriea of the 
States, tlie Crown Police force law, and the proapeeting liceneea and mining 
leases ill the territories of the States. Sir N. Gopalaawami Iyengar and Mir 
hlaqbool Mahmood were eelected to represent the Statee for the next term on the 
Kxpert Advisory Oonncil. 

In the afternoon leaaion, besides the memliere of tlie Standing Committee, 
the Rttiera of Bhawauagar, Nagod and Jaadan, and representatives of over twenty 
Statee were present. 

H. //. the Chancellor referred at the outset to the fact that the Oonferenee 
waa one of tlte most representative no far held, and he welcomed in particnlar 
Ibv the drat time at these informal consul tations, repreaentaiivea of Udaipur, 
Tkanmeore and Bhavnagar. Uliereafter, Hit Highnesa made a detailed atatemeDt 
on certain important matters relating to the war, internal acimrity and political 
aituaftion ao far as they afTet^ted the States, which was generally approved. In ib^ 
oourae of thin* statement, His Higlineaa actpiainted, in confidence, the Bulera and 
renreaentativea of Statea present, with the gist of bis recent talk with H. B. the 
Viceroy regarding the National Defence Council and the pro{)OBed informal liaison 
of' a few aeleot Kulera with tlie Comroaoder-iii -Chief relating to the progress of war. 

It waa deeided to have informal periodic conaultations aAiongaft the Stataa’ 
delegates preceding the meetings of the National Defence Council and tha 
ihloivnal liaison, with the Coro mander-in -Chief. Proposals were also approved for 
the examination of legislation and other proposals coming up before the Oenhral 
Lfgialaiure from time to time which affected the Indiana States also and In tbia 
eonneelion. a Legal and a Finance Siib-Committee were set up. 

Beferrhig to the war lituation, Hia Highness the Chancellor referred to the 
waitn appreciation of the splendid services of the States Forces with their 
colleagues of the Indian Army and allied troops on the various fronta and 
Nitarated the determination of the Indian Rulers to make every poaaible contri- 
bution jtill victory waa actually won. 

Satisfaction waa expresaed at the fact that recently some opportunities bad 
bean ailbided to the ladian Princes to roniter. aoiive service iu the various theatrea 
of war. In tbia eonaectibn, nference was made to the recent visita of Their 

Bii^ncaaea the RuUre of Bhopal and Bahawalpur to Egypt and Iraq, and to JST; E. 
the Maharaja of Jaipur who waa at preaeut on active aervice. It waa alio revealed 
that the Buler oj Jodhpur and the (%aiieellor were shortly proceeding abroad and 
that various other Paincee were anxious to follow suit: 

Uia Highntia next declared that the Indian Princes riiared the desire of other 
patriotio Iiunana that in the best intereats of India and tha Oommmooweidth,. 

ladia should be madb aa^ at poaaible a aelf-eontained unit for defence pnrpoaea. 

It waa inBOOiieed that, in reaponse to Hia Highness the Chancellors leqoei^ 
the Bulera and Govermneiitt of leading Indian Statea such as HydendieiL 

Baroda. Kashmir* Owaiiox. Travancora and Indore and. others had agreed to 
participate in tha edbema for pooling txpert advice available in the Btiteo» for 

the development of war Induetrics, and that the Govarnment of Indin hadiai^Md 
to give ne ew eeary protcetkm to Indnstrica etarted in the Sti^' duriog the war 
for war pnrpoeea on the oamo baaia after the war as.might he atwded to tfio 
Fiovincee. 

Baferring to the recent etatemeni made by the Becxelan ol State for India 
in foe Bouse of Oommone, foe Qianerilor deleomed on behalf of foe Gonliionea 
foi cleax dadaxation that an a p ae m aa t between te majoa politleel pactice wonM 
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-1.^ ! — ^. T ^* — »■ MttBWll Mh tarllrfcd Mt MUr 

JjSZi **2? “f^***** •!W«»onlti« but *Im ftogni* 

li!SL ^ PwiiriiKw of Itoitiah IihK* mfllm 

*?* luijber «Uted that there need be no alaviah fettah iat imidme 
the »njiA mVem of iiarlianientar; i*oreriimrnt aa the ontv method milted lo 
other ajatema of Kovernmeat, aiiit^ to the needa of 
Prowd. eilwiiva and VT^nttir%. The 

9u “* eudimue and durable o^ateni for the fntnre eonatilntim 

?LL“*^ be It Fyleml or OMifederal. be It a United Dominion or the United 
Dominme of India or enytliiii^ Gl«e» traiiaeended anj atnliborn aiDierenoe to 
ooeept^ formnUe htf the mm aake of eoiiatltulional imriam ; and. lie; lor one, 
f ¥* ndywate a fair aud iUii)mmlonate tiaminaikni of all bom Mth 
engy^^iona which mi|;bt promiae a aoltiikm of our problome, with dhra eiid 
deedva mtcption of the Mtimate liichle of the Terion* plemenle to the 
!*•««* eed the ofkcep oi treeUee end nltdere. Thie ettcatpt 

ahonld not be ihirked merely bccaiiM it involved the aaopiton of unorlfaMidos 
baeea which might be anlted to the apecial nc^a India. 

In UTia conneetion Ilia Higliiiem atated. the Secretary of Slate for India 
and the Lord Chief Juaiice of India deaarved well of the patriotic elemenU in 
the country, for having shown the courage of their oonvictiona, in makittg 
bold HitTgeatione which might set political India thinking, on leia orthodox hut 
may he, more Cmtlful liuca of thought. I^t aU not lie miaiindcmtood, aald 
Ilia Ilitdftneaa, tfial he had made tbelw remark# aaa champiou of loat eenaca 
who did not lieltcre in progreaa. He wiahed! to reiterate tliat the daya of the 
loiiie-ealvr wem- gone and tliotigh pnitcctioii eonhf not be claimed for any human 
iiietlltitioiia. the Statea were proud of tlie fact that their politv to*day wan 
bnaed. fpentraUy on a rule of law, enriched with beneficent and progreaalve 
refomm. Sforeover. ho felt confident that whan the time came, the Indian 
Snues woiiM not be found wanting in any rttaoiiable contribution which th«y 
nright bn called upon to make, nor the ordered progreaa of their torrilodaa 
alno ol their motherland. ' 


State* and In«b*a Evolvlion 

tir Ahtor HfAri’. I 


A trtbiite to the Rf. Hon. Sir Akhar ttydari, who wan rclitinnialiing the 
Cbnirmanahip of the Comoaittee of Miniatera to the Vi'^croy'a ICxeoultve 
Cbwficil waa |iaid by H, the Jam Sahab of Nawanogar^ (^lancellor of Utn 
Princffi’ Chamber, at a hmeheon given in Sir Akbara hononr at Bombay on thn 
4fh. Angnat 1941. 

Sir Abbar Hydati replying to Uia Jam Balicb, acknowledged ‘'the gmeion* 
anmrt and co-operatiow'* which the GhanccITor bad eatanded to the Committan 
of Hinistera. 

He added ; Yowr Highncaa la, If I may aay. quite right In statinit tbajny 
ittclnaioa in the Exceiitive Council of the Governor-General ia in my indhridnnl 
capacity. At an earlier stage, when the expanaiou of the Executive Council wan 
firat moot^ Mia Higbneta the ChanccUor ia aware that 1 had on behalf tl 
Hyderabad expreaMd the view that the Stetei eonld not be repreaented on such n 
Counefl, concenied aa it waa, under ite preiwnt conaUtution, with BriiHfc 
It WM really the Defence Council which I advocated for repreaentetion of Indlnn 
Stetea ao that BriUah India and the States might come together In that Ckmeil. 
It la wnil that this should be mmle clear and I for one, am glad that Hte Highncaa 

hat made a refarence to it to-day. . , .t . « 

**Mw own new dntics prevent me from saying much of the work tiiat Uen 
^ the States in the future. I can, however, aay aomelkiM abont tha 
pmi* pwrtionlarly about the reaulta of **tbe tochiiimie of c onan^ tion^ 
ommKation**. if I may uaa Mr. Amery'a pliiwaa In bin lateat apeacb, wW^ 
Btntaa have been following, witeut ^UucUon of large StM or mall Btnt^ 
•toJ^Ow FMt tow yem. Theexp^Bce 

the HinisM* Committee wiii, I am aure, be of help to me at anoUur OMmail 
tobb At which 1 ctaai chortly be Mtwg. 



336 


BIlLTifiH INDIA A INDIAN DTAXBB t aomit- 

Tiik B¥a« Am nos raxociB Bmnmm 
tlioitUl like to 4|iiiite imiIj aim of Do oemtio ond. ia dokig oow waM Jiko 
to welcome tiic dateet utleraiieo by ilia S ec reta ry oif State <or India iii whi^ lo 
liaa made it olear iliat, in iuakitiug U)>aii agreement beUraen Abe j^nci|ial elmaf la 
'in liKlia'a waiioiiAl life, the firitiah G^eriiment niejiot tbiukinj (only of Da 
.maior poliiieal imrtica, or o! U«e great reffgMua and etfltaiEal orgamaationa, bat 
aim the {se(ig'fir{>bical and adaiiiiatratlae cteaaeiiia wbieh iadade Indfan Stalaa. 

**ln tins controveraiea of BritiaU India, one ia Aa tgnore Sm iaiportaaee, 
cvim the exiatatice, af Indiaa States, and Mr. AaDcxya apeeeb is a refssshiag 
■rrmiiider that tbe agreement of litdiati Statea ia a Jienaaaan preeedeat to Am 
shaiiing of tbe lirtnre Aeatiiiies ot Itidia aa a wMe. uaA iieadoa baa baaa 
leamnncd and i»ow Aiiculated eleaclj and emiibaiicaUy, lai^iiifly due to tba onity 
of onr own endeavonrs, oii^leavourB in which Yoar iligbaeaa* Biiniatan haia 
tieeii gnhlcd and iiutmnjd by Yonr HighncBs, helped by Deir awn eoHifiaiaCiaii 
and assisted hy ihc Sc^'ratariut under Mr. Maqbool Mahmoad, whose help 1 
aloiild like gratniilly to aeduiowledge, as well na tlie aseistanee seadeied by mj 
own Secretariat in Hyderabad, by Kawab Ali Yar Jung Bubadar sriiom yon know. 

li^*0LCT10N OF ISDIA 

**Whcii the lime eomes far the consiUiitional discuisions of the fntuieb I 
am confident that the Priut‘i!]y (Irder will bo found equal to the taab of .contribaBoa 
to Hus evohitioii of India along the path of progresa and will undertake it in their 
iimial apirit of patriutie devotiaa to the duty which they and all of ms ava ta a 
common inotherhiiid. 

**l leave you with the dce^iest sorrow, but also so with the satlsfsetion that 
i take witii me the fondest niciiiories of long years of collaboralioo stssl yoiiff 
bletndnga. 'Hie severance of lifcdong connection, extending to over 38 yearn, with a 
State wliich did mo the honour of giving me the highest place within its guA ia io 
itself iiattiful, but there, too. 1 have the aatlifactiou of feeling that I haia 
always tiierl and tried my best to serve loyalljr and with all mv heart the true 

lalerests af tlio iluler who gave me the privilege of office and the honour of Ui 

triiat* 

**fiefors I leave, I ahotild like to welcome, as the next ChaimiaB af the 

Miniatera* CommiUec, my valued friend and oollinigue, Sir V. T. ICri§hMamudUuri. 

whose exiicrieiice and Judgment, geniality and tact» will now even moia fully Im 
at Your uighntisa* diapoaal. 



Educational Progress in India 


July— December 1941 



The Convocation Addresses 

The M^RMneCJiuTcnHy OmvocatioB 


Th6 folUmum €tn ^trarig from the Caevoeation Addreu to the -Vnivereifji 
Mygore^ iteHmred. by 4he honourable Sir Bertram Stcveme, KXSMkQ^ on the 
4th. October i94t 

Bir Bertram Unoei In 41ie bsftinning the oomvioa iiiterMts that united India 
and Australia. **You man •think it lar-f etched** he ssiil. ^^to call Australia and 
India oeighboum, hat 1 think a little iieilection will eerre to show that we are 
neiithhours as never beiose and that we are destined to lUy em neighbours'*. Ue 
espreaaed the hoiw that tSie dene aMOoiatioo of Australia and India, which had 
began oven before tbe wav,. and had now lieen so iacicaaed ^ the necessities 
Of war, would be tieblenod sdlt duvther ibv section deliberately ioituited by various 
diodies qualifted to do tbst la dsffereiit .^tmeies of activities in both countries. He 
attesaed the importanee of the i>art whL'h .the Universitlea could |day to atreiigthen 
and deepen .the hood batweea the two coiiiitriia. One of the ways in which Uiey 
«dhonld to know aseh ether 'better would be for Univenii^ men to meet 
oecaeionwy from ravioua psits of ;tlie 'Empire for the esehonnie of ideas. **Is 
there any aeaaon**, Bir Beitram aMked. *'WKy .illia should not come 'Obout and, in 
jiardeular, why it ahould not he one iff lie good things that could come out of 
thia new awareneaa of our depeodenee an one another that the war haa caused ?** 

**Whik fl ho)ie lliat my words on iAie jiaasibilities of Univenuty co^iieimtion 
for wider otadcrstaiiding arc not out ot *plaoe/* he continued, *'»y teal tunction 
ia*day ii rather to aeck to inierpret, in a few brief words, the call of the 'woclii 
ll^ond the Odiiiversity. In any case, jpeilmpa, the time is |«8t when Chiivevsities 
could be regasded as a retreat from every day life. To day Uamralties are 
eioaely and actwoly liouiid tip with every |4iaae of modern life, yes, and even that 
SBoat terrible aad ttrngic plmse~<war. Thiii, IherAire, may perbans be a snitable 
woeanioa for reviewing briefly this atmgi^ opau ndticli both Austridia and India 
lu common with afber British communttiea wm now engaged and wiiieh you in 
llyaare, by your juagnificent contribution to the Empire’s war eflort, iaredving 
the fwisiug of very many lakhs of rupees and the sending of troops overseas, have 
ehowa yon are vitally interested.** 

He then dealt with tlie brighter prospeets <d the AlHea for victory iu tins aar, 
thanks to their new ally Uussia and thehr lAd a!^ with almost iaezbaastible 
WMwhIiie-power— the United States. India’s great role iu Ihe war would, be hoped, 
ba anatained. From his knowledge of what sserc and what they aimed to he, 
tbey coohl not aflbxd la lose that light. If Bdlaiji and her alliea loat, then they 
loal loo all hope of derelopiug their country iu the stay they detired to work out 
fee thessaslvea. 

Referring to the problem of poairwar fopoustractiou, Sir Bertram aaid that 
he bsllevod that the British miiA American people were becoming alive to the vital 
tpieeUoii of a new order. **lt is frequently stated, of course, in connection with 
m snggestionB for the stady of imst-war recoMstrucUou and tlie drawing up 
of piaiia, that as it ii impossible to foresee the form of the peace settlement, it 
it ueeleaa to make any ^pnpnrationa. But. while this arguamnt may militate 
agalaet detailed aeries of priMKisals, it is not too soon to think out in broad ouilioe 
the tbak with which we ahalf be faced, and Uie |waee-time obiectivea at whieb we 
; must aim. The war itself, let us remember, is carrying through mu immenae re- 
’ eoBSlinction whirh mnat be Hicorixiratcd into the foundations of the poBt*war 
: aoltlemeiit. lliere can be no return to the old order, or to ebaoe, cither in Britain, 
' in Europe, in the Weetern Hemisphere or In Acia or the Eastern Group. A 
i failure to organise our economic resources eo as to relieve wiaterial distnaa caused 
by war, and to raise standards, or give s new hope to wvery peoples, would esuss 
such a wavs of despair aa would make our chance of recraating hoaMn soe^y on 
I more pesoefni and niature linea very alight. The necessity of *plsanliifE the 
^ holder baa now been recognieed msoy Governments iadiidiM; 

' Britain, Aiiairalia and India, in the ereatloii of oftcial hodioa to olwdy the 

•*1 believe we have to plan for oeonomle 
on n oo-operaiive bsaia. By 



vfliho 
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emtcd lib^ wni room *for. All H> inertm irwie viOi tm motlicr. 

8o l 0 Ot tn^ > ,pc«y fa me ^ jcctlvc, will ptofki€>«aiplo9iiieut 'for retiarttiil ttrfiee* 
JMD jrad tor mnnition workm^and oUm on war work. Tke ceoaomie aoiiillliriiiMi 

able-bodied man. eanaoi aaddetilj 
be iDimpted Md nothini: in lit place. II. aa at the ooneliiaiou of Iba laiK 

am, fta, war-^time oiMtrolled eeoDomic ayatem ia aaddenly broken np. a«period 
wf tmfitmon muat ineeitobb an After the laat war. a* aort of ie-iS|iaat« 

^ wn baltiiigl^. ^ut after thia war we have to take info coMideiatlon 
Che aecnimttlatedaronomie problema of ihe.paat llaeade. all of wbieb mUl wpnaar 
tn an aoeetfUiated fonn onee the war ia ^Mer. 

*\ believe one^of the moat powerfnl doreco for .Che raiaiiig'Of livine atandarda 
te ala^ bwn crmMby the eai|i:encieB Af war. namely, the conoepUon of the 
Eoaiem Qroop, in which India. Anatimlia. Ifew Zealand, fionlli Africa and all 
BiUiali t^tmea eaat of Buee are compriecd. From thia aaaociation. which haa 
lalljr iBitified itielf in war. aurcly much ol peBmanant valne will emerpn. Theae 
comtiiea. wUeb bave banded tliemaelvea toBefher in a apecial baocherlioM tor wav, 
ehafDM atand topsefher when they have to face the jirdblema, parficnlacly the ceone- 
aric pnblema. Ibat , peace wiH bring. 

*Wlieii we eanaider that the avowed aim of (ha JSutera Orapp mmoaption .it 
to become aa adMependant aa paaaible. we can hardly niiviaaiee alier dm war other 
than a Mg tncieaee ia iitter-gronp Arade and oommeRtal oollabonlioa with the 
drawing together af wdmr ties whidi go with il^ fioHtical. aocial and onkaraL Ibat 
bringa me to a potot df rather trial collaboration of Ividia and AnatnAia. Theie ia 
no miataking the eigna and portenta in India todai!. 'Jbough Indm ia a bmd of 
VHIagoa, a land very largely of peasantry and iieaaant nirtaea. of rolathrelf primi- 
tiva methoda and a relatively low average atandard of life, yet India laou tho 
verge of a gnat and farreabhing indaetrialiantion. and ifae aocial eliangea that go 
witli It. xhia it devdo|iment perhim overdit'e : oertainly, I think, a d av olop m etit 
to be welcomed poiticnlarly aa it aill be adapted to the pectiltar needs ol thse great 
conntry. 1 have been told that in the matter of indnauialiaation, India baa got to 
chooae between two waya of develotanent, either the onalion ol hoga iadnatiWMi. 
eltiea and mauafaciiufiiig centrea at in Aoatralia or Amerira ; or the encoerano- 
ment ol cottage cnftamanabii), inch aa eaiated many eeaUirica ago, when India, 
though atill a land of villagea. waa far lew overwhelmingly dependebt on agrknltnra 
than nowadaya. Peraooalty. 1 doubt if the matter is worth many aleeplm nigbCa 
on anyone*! iiart. India will probably aloaya be a land of villagea. But Uteoe 
villagea will play a new part in indtiatrialiHation. Here in Myiore. your Govern- 
ment hat abown the way, by extenaive clectrificattoii of rural areaa and the im- 
provement of rural amenitiea. ^liia is in lint with similar development of England 
and fckwiidinavia and my own couiiuy. ... 

**lii tbit taek of iwdueiriaiieaiion, I feel Ibat India cair obtain valuable roll^m- 
ration from Anatralia. To those of you here preaent who may be engaged in 
industry and in trade or may be atarting out on a cpmmemial cm^r, I aa^L 
therefore, seek by every mcana to get to know the Awairalian indoatrialiita and 
trader. 'Jbey are men ontraromellcd by out- worn idm ; they have no prejodicea ; 


unanrpaased speed and tlicy arc on the outlook lor new opportnuitiea and new 
poeaibiliUes. You can collatiorate with them unrcaervedly. 

Concluding, Sir Bertram Htevene said : , .v « i 

“You all have your prolilerae and didicnltiee, but here aa in other UniveraaUef 
the drit great question which faiTs Uic Graduate la that w ?*? 

the employment of the trained intellectoal ia a particularly dilhcnlt prwlem. ^t I 
believe that this great prospect of Indian industrialist ion and uatm Uronp 
development should hearten you, and more than that, lna|»lre yon. WlmwCT y^ 
•tart, sooner or later, the opportunity to r*»T * 
this new enter-priae will come to you. Ihie ®****^.S*. 
living tmtimony of what can be done, and what moic will be done. Give 
this your thought, your prajeri, your integnly and your Pg* _ 
ia, aa 1 have shown, part of thia war against wrong— ap|iijst 
«vil 1 Many of yon arc gcdiiir, I know, to help in ^"‘***f 
therefore, be directly in the ligbi against Miller which }• 
of yon who can help in this rcconsiruccicn ard raising of 

for which Hiller stands and the ftgM 
its Slid their kind to hrmntc and mialcid. to thflr 


into the fight against cveryihing for which 1?*™ ajai 
eveiytbing which enahirs Hit lets and their kind to 
tmilile hurt, dm hcartt of aagn.** 
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TBE CONVOCATION ADDBESSES r nATAMOimB- 

The TravMicore Univerntjr CoBTOcatioa 

The followina are jxtracte from ike Address delivered at the third Annual 
Convocation of the CTnifiersity of Trarancore by Sir C, P, Rarnaswami Aiyar, 
K,C,8,l,, K,C.LE, L,L, Z>.. Dewan of Travancarc^ on the JSth. October 1941 : — 

Bir Ramaevoami Aiyar first explained the functions of Universities, which had, 
at the present time, become more widespread and more responsible than in normal 
times. He then referred in detail to the old Indian system of education and the 
history of the Univcrsites in the West and proceeded : 

spirit of revolt from the ordinary pattern of Indian Universities began to 
be in evidence almost simultaneously in various quarters about 15 to 20 years ago. 
Kabindranath Tagore, whose loss India has been deploring, in starting the 
Viswabharathi, heralded such a revolt which was also manifesto in the Gurukitlas 
started in the north of India, and in the Asrams inaugurated by Mahatma Uaiidhl 
and others both in the West and in the South. They embodied not only a reaction 
gainst mechanical methods of teaching and lecturing for examinations as aa end in 
tbemselves. but sought to introduce into academic fife a now element of beauty, or 
a special discipline, me ital or spiritual. 

'Travancore, though seiiarated by the Ghats fiom the rest of continentaT India^ 
has had millennia of culturm and commercial contat t with the countries beyond the 
seas as well as with Indian centres of life and ac'tivity. It has received much* from 
and given not a little to the outside world, not the least of its gifts being the great 
Sanlmrai'harya and a long line of poets and artiste. It inherited a sp^'ial mode of 
life and it ImuI as- one of its- most characteristic features tlie unique position enjoyed 
^ its women in all spheres, a position illustrated and vindicated by the 
Aoelamation of Itani Forvathi Bai in favour of Universal education. 

**Oar history and our culture needed conservation and eneouragement. Our 
special agricuHural and industrial problems demanded an urgent solution, and we 
had at the same time to organise rcseart’h and to* stimulate the pursuit of applied 
science, borne of us, therefore, dreamt of a Umversity wherein our practical aa well 
•• our cultural requirements c'ould be met. Owing to tlie farsighted solicitude of 
His Ifighiiess for tlic welfare of his siibjci^ts, that University came into being in 
ItKIT with the active finanrial and piactical 8uptM>rt of His Highness* Government. 
The tu ‘0 chief aims of the University were, from the beginning, the pursuit of 
aiipUcd science and tlie <icvclopm€nt of tetdinical and technological education v and 
eemdly, the conservation and promotion of art and culture generally, with s})eirial 
letorence to Kerala. Bigns are not wanting tliat the sister Btatc of Cochin is taking 
a live interest in the activitres of this institution, and there are distinct imsssibilities 
oi mutual rO’Oiwi'atioi) in higher education, between the two neighbouring Htates. 

Gne of the main objects placed by the University before itself is tlu; sustained 
attention to bo luud to miuinal training and nliysiial education. Ilic I'nivereity 
Labour Corps lays emphasis on training in useful manuid labour and gives military 
traning in addition. It has already produced conspicuous resulU in getting rid of 
the superiority complex which is a]it to divide tlie educated classes from the masses 
of India. His Highness is the Coloucl>iii>Cliief of ilic Labour I'-unis and His 
Highnese the Elaya Kaja tlie Colonel. Btartcd under such auH]iiceB and hclticd by 
the leadership and tl|^ ungrudging services of I*riiu ipals, rrofessors and l^ecturers 
of the various l^ollcgcs, a great future can be p>*cdi(‘1cd for tlie C'uqts which, 
amongst other tilings, hos already had a msrktkl intlucnc e on the life and 
outloft of the student fiopiilation. 

"'Jlie Universiiy has jitst cuiistrncted a Bituliiim. one of the best of its kind in 
India, in order to give tlie fullest |)ossible impetiis to inim or gotip ganns as a 
means of stimnalting Uio fscuilty of leadership and di8ci]>liiie anti conjoint efiort. 
While inereaMiiig attention is paid by means of the provision of coiicbcH and 
toiimaments to eilicicncy in suc'h games ns tennis, hockey, f<K>ti>all and cricket, we 
have been imbued with tlic ide4k tliut <’Ostly pinying fields arc not |iossiblc in 
normal Indian conditions, and that in many oi these games, one can isiriiciiiate 
only during a limiiHl |icrio<l of one's life. 

**We have not licen able yet to make Uiis an i*ntirely Hesiilcniial University. 
Kven tlic hosteds, Uint have been firovidfHi, arc soiiietitiies regnnletl as too costly, 
and ill onler to mcift Uiis eriiirism, tlic Viiiveniity Slutlents* Hall starteil under 
the he|iHrtniejit of riiysii'ul iiiliieitUoti, proposes to bring into extHieni*c a system 
os efH>iioniieal as any of tlie so-eallc'tl 'lutiges,* but with a wbolcHoiiic atiiius|j|icre 
and wholcHume food and rccraitiuiis. 
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XJuiversity adttl&istimtion without losing thereby the possibility of sastuined inleitst 
e&couiaisn^t on the port of the State on which it depends landy 
j* few recent instances, endowments, sudi ns those 
instituM by Osrnegie, Modes and Nuffield in England, not to mention the 
colowsi ^enena foundstim, are scarce. Perhsps Calcutta and Nagpore are the 
most notable esoeptions. The University has therefore to bestow its most amtious 
attention on «ieatin(; a University Fund by securing more endowments for genenl 
purpoM and spe^ funds for research from those who benefit by its servloes. 
The Oumdricihina of old must be given to-dsy by students and their parents 
imd those others wto realise the immMsurable value of higher and intensive educa- 
tion, in the form of endowments in aid of poor scholars, in furUieranee of Fellow- 
ships and Lectureships, the laboratories and librariea and extramural and social 
service activities. It has been and will be the aim of ibis University not to waste 
any money on spectacular buildings. The edifices of rich Eurot« and richer 
America need not be our models. Our moneys must and and will be conserved 
fat Mlo»diiM, iMtnreriiipi and appantu,. In tbii, aa wrll at in tba atandtnl 
of hostel and corporate life, simplicity is not s thing merely to be preached but 
to be rigorously and continuously pursued. 

*In order to co-ordinate and stimulate interest in applied science, which it 
one of the fundamental objects of the University, s Central Research Institute 
has been brought into being in August 1939, and we may claim to have thus 
anticipated a limilar effort on the part of the Government of India which inaugu- 
rated the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research in 1910. Although ibis 
Univeriity does not minimise the importance of studies and research ui pure 
science, yet it has been felt by us that the distinction between pure and applied 
research is not so marked now as it once was and tbst industry grows on pure 
research ; we have therefore sought to concentrate on those problems which lie 
nearest to our hands. Thus, for instance, reseach work has been conducted In 
regard to salt and the Improvement of its manufacture and in the refining of fuel 
oila Experiments have been conducted with shark liver oil which have yielded 
useful results. Further experiments are also taking place in regard to the supply 
of coagulants for rubber latex. Investigation of plant pests in res|)cct of cardamom, 
paddy and tea is taking place and wbat may be called protective research is also 
being attended to. We are now, amongst other things, manufacturing the anti- 
rabic and other vaccine required for various piir|>oses ar»d conducting and giving 
effect to nutrition sebemes. Two of our research students are working on the 
active principles of indigenous drugs. Work has been sucTessfiilly carried out 
in regard to cocoanut shell, charcoal and also on the very valuable mineral sands 
with which nature has endowed this country. ... ^ 

*As will be observed, these activities deal only with urgent and immediate 
problems and in many of these directions, much more remains to be done and more 
co-operation secured between our University and those organ isstions inside and 
outside the Btste, working in similar fields. A beginning, however, has been made 
and this, on the whole, may be termed satisfactory. ... . , , 

“In Ibis connection, it may be well to bear in mind that even when planning 
an educational reconstruction on the basis of the \\ srdbs Bcheme, the promoters 
emphasise tbst the object of the scbcine is not primsiily the production of crafts- 
men able to practise some craft m^bsnically, but rntber the exploitation for educa- 
tive purposes of the resourres implicit in craft work. i .u # . 

‘•Almost equally imiortont with the mij oi Ung of knowledge and the fostering 
of culture snd research is the widening of the scope of education in the diretrUous 
of adult education in the SUte and in the matter of popular publicsliont. A 
beginning has been made by the compilation of a glwsary of scientific terms, and 
the preparation of a grammar snd lexicon of the Mslayslsm language is under 
weism. The msthcmstics, physics, and science portions of the glossary teve been 
completed and the Zoological portions are being prepared, without the dissemioa- 
tian of great literature both in the sciences and in the arts, a Bjefrai irf pop^r 
education and especially of adult education is not powiblc, and trsnsla^s Irtm 
the great classics are being attempted and some tiiblicaiions have seen fififtt 
ol day. The social service activities of the University and the poasibUitea of 

hMWft •nirairwi in thn task of collectiDg not oolj tba vsluabla Malayalam, Tmli 

PKtolito *orW.tat.ho 
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from elsewhere. Oar manuBcripU alretuiy comprise lOJXO items end sn iniensive 
drive ill the matter of pnblicatioD is taking place so as to maintain the high 
standards of scholarship laid down by men like Dr. Gbmapati Sastri, the originator 
ol the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series. The publication of translations into Malayalam 
of European and Indian classics and the production of books on popular lines 
dealing with problems of sociology and political economy and pure and applied 
science are also engaging our attention. 

“What shoula not be regarded as extraneous to a Dniversity. are the edbrts 
now proceeding in the State for the formation of Art Oaiieries, Libraries. Museums, 
the Academy of Music, the school of Dancing and so forth. All these are symbols 
and signs of a realisation that culture and education can boUi be conscious and 
unconscious, and may be derived from the study of great artistic models and 
the inculcation of a taste in the fine arts. 

“Our University has many ^reat tasks before it. It has first of all to help in 
building up strong bodies, for its aiiiinni. boys and girls. It has to pursue the 
ideal embodied in the Labour Corps, in the rbysical Caltore Department, and make 
physical fitness, manual work and team works objects of earnest pursuit. The 
University has to apply itself to the scientific and social sides of post-war 
reconstruction and to leBrn lessons from the last war which were, in the main, 
wasted on the people of the world. At the same lime, in view of our conditions, 
our University should not merely be an apt vehicle of human culture and the 
instrument of fruitful research, but it should inculcate and practise that simplicity, 
^at direianess of approach and that freedom of speculation which were the special 
characteristics of our wav of life. 

“The laws of this UniverBity, like those of similar learned bodies, require that 
the candidates for l)egreeB and Dipioma should, on these occasions, solemnly 
undertake to order their personal and social life so as to promote the ideals that 
become members of the University. I'hose who are presenting themselves for 
Degrees to-day, have been selected after rigorous tests that have demanded self-denial, 
atrenuous application and the exercise of concentration, and I am not one of those 
who decry the prises that fall to the lot of the successiQl stiident as they are sym- 
bols of iiiteiiRity of purpose and intelleciUBl alertness. What has, however, to be 
recollected is ibat the knowledge that has been gained so far is not an end 
in itself, but the beginning of a new education for wider objects in respect of 
which the training that itas been hitherto received will be only one of several 
elementl. There is no question of icsting on one's oars. Intellectual rust is even 
more destructive in its enects than the rust that consumes iron and steel. It is 
relevant to emphasise this aspect, because it is too often found that the habit of 
study is given up when the need for it ceases. I'he life led by you in schools and 
colleges, in debating societies and clubs and play-fields, has fitted you to take the 
rough with the smooth, to comprehend and make allowancea for your neighbour’s 
attitude and point of view and to preserve good temper and a sense of humour in 
your activities. Nevertheless, it is a fact that you have emerged from a period of 
life during which you have lived in a kind of cloistered seclusion away from the 
acerbities and the rough jostles of competing groups and the bittemesB of unemploy- 
ment and the non-recognition of talent ana good work. But this is also a period 
when yon have possessed both the time and the inclination to dream your dreaaa 
and to fashion your inner world, which may not correspond with the outer but 
which ought to be a true refuge. The qualities and equipment neeienary for the 
world’s battles are different in nature and in direction front, those required till nows 
but yon have, oc at least may acquire, the esscutiala of true culture, and it has 
bm said that a nil man is oue who can dream and not make dreams his master, 
who can think and not make thoughts his aiih : who can meet with triumphawt 
ditaeter and to treat those two imitosters just the same. 

“Above all, the scholars ai:d the graduates of tbit University can never fomt 
that they are the trustea of the future, that they are the guardiane of the lepnlutkMi 
and prestige of Uie State, that it is their elementary oblfjntioD not only m their 
own intereste but in the interests of the land that they love to im thMr Maning 
to account by actively promoting the agricultural and the Induttriil pvogreM of the 
fitau. At least some of you can by virtue of your taatee and tndnmg keep alight 
Uie torch of literature and the arts and cherish and augment our eemmon herit^ 
Thus may you justify in vour life and your conduet the proad hoeat of IhoN to 
whom the Latin maxim apphea, ffis tos non vovis, in other words yaw have Uved 
and laboured but not for youreelvee*’* 
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The Otmania (Joiversity CoiiTocatiiiii 

AtahJi^ya^^^r^^p Ad-^ress dtlirered by th* hnn'bte Pfawtik' 

Attiui 

Yooe Excbllescy, 

The foundation of the Osman m University in I'>3r Hiiri to nrovido htslMnr 
u tlirouKh the mmliiim of Uitlti stid promote researrh in all branchei ol 

tie one of the Kr«ui(^*et aeUievemenU of Um 
benevolent rule of His Lxnltcd jd 4 ;;hnes<» the Niniu. Tho remarkable aucconi H 
has aomeved dunlin the pcriotl of l.‘8i than a qitarter of a cmtitry has not onif 
revolutionised our ideals of education but has made it a mivltd for the rest of Inillal 
lue prwess of the Univcrsiiy is, primarily, due to Uie prVncoW ceneamity and 
wiM guidance of His Exalted Higlmcss, who has always tnUeu a Jeep and abidintf 
interest in the advancement of Uic edii^miion of hiis snl>jecbi. 

Ft may be recalletl with pride ttttd pleasure that ilie status of the Unfvftaliy 
was unmeneely raisetl by the I’.ouour conferred upon us hy His Exalted Hlghneti 
in aci^pturg the lloirarary Uegree of '*!:?iiltan*nl-Uloora** in the early ttaget of Um 
^ owth of the University. Another notable event was the confersnent of the 
Umiorary Degree of Lli.L>. on His Highness the Prince of nerar on this very day 
laai year. This afternooiv it is pro|>ose(t to insc.ril»e the iiama of another 
dwtinguMaed member of the Royal Family -Prince Moamm Jah tiahadar— on the 
rolla of the iionorary graiiiiates of tlie University. 

Under the personal sitperviston and gnidiincft of his illnstHons father, the 
Piiace received bis education at the hands of inters of oaUnanding ability. He hee 
travelled extcnaivcly ia India and abroad aad liaa been initiated In the art of 
adminisiration nndcr the guidance of expericii(*ed administrators of the State. He 
combines in himself the beet elements of oriental citUnre to which it added weetem 
polieh. 

His Exalted Highnifes was graciously pleased to appoint kha In 1348 F« 
President of the City Improvement Board, the responstbililies of which ofliee he hee 
shouldered with great ability, energy and eiMhiisiasm. Ills lolieitnde for the 
welfare of the people is provra by the introduction of many reforms of i far* 
reaching character in his department. Improved lighting in tlie Pnblic and the 
River (lardeiis, the constmetion ol a macb-needed general market, nemed after 
him the Moazzam Jthi Market, mrasnrcs of slnm-clearaitee, ike conitraotion of 
low-re&ted honsee, the provisiou of modern amenities, such as Child Welfait 
Centres, Children’s Parks and Bachelors* Quarters are some of the eehemoi 
planaed and carried out under bit able direction. 

The Prince is e true lover of art and has shown in many ways an exqnirile 
artistic taste. But what has chiefly endeared him to the people of HydiHrebed 
ia bis reroaikable gift for writing Urdu poetry. Even in early childhood he 

K vo unmiatakable evidence of lus love of poetry, and at he grew ohier, it 
earns hie ruling pamloii. His work Is remarkabit ^h for clmjioe of diction 
and nobility of sentiment. In Urdu poetry, the lyrical mood finds the fipeel 
exptessidD in the ghazal, and it ia in ibie torn of poetry that the TOnee 
has found an appropriate vehicle for hie tbonghte end esMuons. In his lyrics 
are to be found eubtle-tb^ght end deei^ feeling, ^neted In netard Md 
fdicitone langntge. On sevem oeeasione. Hie Highncae himeitl 

paid glowing tribntea to the perfeetioo of hie techmqne, the renim of hie 
imagination and the giacefol beauty of his verse. From tiem t o time >1* QOtme 
ap^r in the leediag Urdu papers and are elderly read by fovera of oriental 

***%» Prinee luw dmdj wwh hi* intk ** > incwriiil. adatoirt wtqr Mq 
in Uw jmn to eone be it deeUned to vl»3i • put «oi^ ol tk teM 
ol the JMlhihi DriiMty. How I prciuit to poo. Sir. Ctaeid W*Im^ Mam 
IfooHUD JiT BehiMl«.'who bw btm dolj nmooM^ bgr tho ^oaNtlrf 
Benhtn of the Unieereity os n fit end proper persoDo reeeoo of h ii emtoent 
posltfon end attainment to 

I pray that he nw be SLSSI: 

onetime taW to the Prinen, I feel peneoally^ima eenMof pfonMi la 
1^ I0 xeeoHimeBd him now te this high ncadem distinottae 
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[ AliLABlBAD— 

The Allahabad Univmity Cenirocation 

Th€ following is Ike text of the Address delivered by Mr, Panna Lall, 

Bt8c„ L»L,B, {Oantah)^ D, Litt,^ BQr-at*Law, C,LJE., at the Convoeatiom 

oj the University of Allahabad held on the 15th November 1941 

The most ancient'^ ideal of education in our eountry irae« as ire all know, a 
nearch for the higbeat truth— a learch conducted in little foreet hermitaeei, under 
the |>ereonal guidance of a riahi. It waa the indirklaal nethod in eduoation in 
which a teacher, good or bad— and not a committee or a council with lie n||;l 7 
bickoringa, aguabblea and canvaaainga— guided a pupil’a education andiahowed him 
the path to liia individual eel f •fulfilment. There waa an intimate peraoual bond 
bctwee I the teacher and the taught. And while the pupil waa expected to render 
the fulleat honour and obedienoe to the guru, the teacher in hia turn waa expected 
to aaaume reaponaibility for the proper unfolding of the mind and the powera of 
the pupil. There are many beautiful paaaagea in our old booka in which Che 
teacher praya t^at it may be hie lot to get piipila devoted to pure knowledge and 
invokea bleaaing jointly on himaelf and the pupila. Moat of our ayatema of 
philoaophy which have extorted homage from the world of aoholara were evolved in 
aim pie hermit schoola auch aa these. Thia procedure, however, as may be readily 
imagined, was incompatible with large-acale methods of mass prodnetion. 

It waa left to Buddhiam to bring into Indian education aome of the modem 
ideaa of organization and ayatematized lectures Buddhism introduced the reeiden- 
tial teachini^ ayatem and laid great stress on lecture and discnsaion aa the moat 
aaitable medium of higher education, The Buddha aaid, '^Let the preceptor, O 
Bhikkue, afford spiritual help and furtherance to the pupil by teaching, by putting 
questions to him, by exhortation, by instruction.** In the Buddhist viharas lived 
thousands of scholars, nnd their teachers who Kiive them i^tematic and renlar 
instruction. Such universities flourished at Taxila, Viramuhila, Vallabhi, Mitnila, 
Nalanda, Navadwip and many other centres famous in the annals of India. Their 
achievements will bear comparison with those of their modern successora. 

Th e s e — ut ti versi ties, it may be said at once, were not open to the begianer. 
Th«y postulated a certain fairly high standard of attainment in the applicant 
for admission. He was subjected to a test which to-day would seem unduly 
stlft, for often not more than '20 per cent, of the candidates were ancceasful at 
the entrance examination. The students were thus mainly those desirous of 
pursuing higher knowledge for its own sake, and not thoee anxious merely 
to secure a means of livelihood. This is, as it should be, at a university. 


Even uflth this restriction. Nalanda (which 1 may take as the typical 
residential university of ancient India) had at one time no less than SJXX) resident 
pupils and 1,510 resident teachers, who between them delivered every day a 
hundred lectures on a hundred different subjects. Nalanda was at tiiat time 
perhaps the most famous seat of learning in the East The office of the 
Paadifa— the head of the University— was occupied by such acknowledged masters 
as Dinnag and Sthirmati ; Oharmapala and Silbnadra. Yuan Ohwang, writing 
of Sthirmati, a century later, said, **The streams of his superior knowledge 
spread abroad even now.*' No wonder, to Nalanda flocked scholars frtm 
far-off lands— Malaya, China, Korea, Mongolia, Tukhara, Japan. 

The Chinese scholar I-Tsing came to India' in a.d. 672 all the way from 
North China, by way of Malaya, to study at Nalanda and lived thm as a 
student for ten years. He saw as many as 56 scholars from distant foreign 
countries— one even a Tartair. Some came by sea, landing at the port of 
Tamralipti (the modem Tamluk in the Midnapur District) ; others, overland via 
Khotan, Tibet and Nepal, undaunted by the dangers and the difficulties of. the 
route. • 

It Is worthy of note that this residential university— the largest whieh India 
has ever known— was maintained by permanent royal and private gnmte of 
villages, which numbered 100 in the time of Yuan Ghwang, who lived at raiiiiida 
so a student f6r five years, aj>. 635—610. The number of villages hqd goue ib lo 
more than 200 by the time 1-Tting entered the universityin a.d. Foe the 
feeding of this vast uuive^^ popwation, well nigh 12.000 al one tii 
came oally a supply of BOO manads of rioe from Nalanda's own paddy i 
hundreds of sens ol ndlk and hotter piodueed-by the dairies of thesi 
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TIicm enctovnieiits in:ule it poBMibte for the niiivcrsity to i;ivc to it« feiicbert und 
to its HtiidenU free footl, accommodation » clothes, l>cddinK* and medicines as well 
ss tiiitian. 

'Jlic University kept its lart^e landed estate under its direct mana^ment 
and M) ofTcretl its nioiiil>ors itot only tiie prncticnl and husiiirss cxiM*rienc*e of 
a Itiyniaii, hut also nppjrtiinitics for research in a;:ricnlturnl | husbandry. Tlie 
Universities of Catnbridixe and Oxfoni similarly )H}ssc 8S landed estaics gifted 
to ihcm by cliaritalde donors in the t’Ast, and some, years ago the Ifoyal 
Commission which made an ii.quiry into the alTuirs of these iinivcrstlics, 
conKidcre<l wheiiier they should coiititiuc to look utter these estates themselves, 
or whether it would not be better to hand them over to more expert management. 
They came to the conrlusion that the rotentioii of some land is a useful 
asset in the corporate life of a college and sbotild afford that training in 
practical affairs which is particularly valuable to an educational body. In 
indi.'i. happily, the custom of granting village properties as endowments for the 
henciit of edncational institutions still prevails. There arc not a few colleges 

in these Provinces whi'‘h have tliesc advantages— the Kaysstlia Pathshala, the 
i^gra College, the ir. 31. College at Cbaiid.'iusi, biit I doubt if the rooiiagement 
of their iands is made an integral part of their ciliicationai B5Btem. They are 

rather man.aged separately in the way that any ordinary zamindar keeps his 

properly, without any attempt at correlation. It is only recently that we have 
rci’ognized in our primary schools that the diilcrcnt siihiccts need not be taught, 
one "isolated form the other, ns though there were danger of iiifcotioii by 
mutual contact I—but they can, and with great advantage to the pupil, be 
correlated, basing the entire instruction in the iliirertiiit subjects upon some 
particular craft or crafts. That method may )H>ssihly not tend itself to 
adoption in its entirely by a univctsiiy. but within limits tlic idea is worth 
exploring. In the case of si^rioulture and iu iillieil industries like dairy-farming, 
the co-operation of the university man is partt*‘nlarly important. It has been 

truly remarked hy our latest expert, iSit John Itussetl, that the future of 
agriculture in India, as in every other country of the world, reste with the 
educated agriculturist. 

The Importance of Saoskrlt’^ 


Apart, however, for their shining example and noble tradition, wbat» one 
may )>ertiiiently ask, is the tangible outturn of these universities of old ? The 
answer to this is— their books which enshrine a stuiiendoiis contribution to the 
Slim total of human knowledge, second to none other in the world. No branch 
of thangbt has been left untouched or unexplored— fee, lettres, science, philo- 
sophy, polities, law. 

T4ie question that confronts us^and especially in the uni versi ties of the 
United Provinces— is : Are we Indians true to this priceless heritage of learning ? 
Are we doing all that is iHMsible to preserve it and develop it, or are we allowing 
it to die the slow bnt certain death that indifference and neglect cannot hut result 
in ? What shall it profit us if we acquire here the knowledge and skill of all the 
sciences and arts in the world and lose our own invaluable patrimony ? In other 
countries the value of Sanskrit as the vehicle of the highest thought and culture is 
acknowledged. It is a matter of the deepest regret to roe that Sanskrit, which 
(with its branches Fall and Prakrit) is the key to this treasure house, and through 
tlir. study of which alone can we hope pro])erly to enjoy and appreciate our 
inheritance, has for some time been sadly neglected and is in danger ut hcooming 
an almost unknown tongue. With its disappearance, it will be only a few European 
coniioissears who will be left to appreciate the value of this rich literature. And 
to think that this should particularly be so in this Province which is its original 
home \ For ue Hindus, in particular, Sanskrit is bound up intimately with our 
\ucw. AW OUT piacllces of daily life — secular and reUgious— our laws, thoughts and 
VvwiwKowa \\«s'e tVieVc tooVs vn ^wnsktit. San®krit is the lenKuege of our soul : it ie 
Ihl dcra bhanha as distinguished from the daily speech, the lauktk bhasha, which Ie 
tiic Uiieiii^ce of onr .eebUr We— of liiiR«iioi>, of bu.iiieM A* 

enshiine. the cli.iecteri.tfc ideal, of our 
truth on the one hand, and an 


(he otbar, ^ 



and materialism. 
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One of the pfkieiiMa xeMono lor the doelioo in the itodf of fleaOlBit vohid 
Mem to be thftt it ie» ooinpmtiTely openkiBK. diflieuU to tenni emd 4o« not ^ 2 ’* 
In exeminetlone. That diould be n^Moioo lor derieing modem m e th o d e te Ite ekiidy 
nad for removing any other handieapi from which the etadente onflhr. Let me hope 
there it here among our Acharyaa aoae, who thinha that the itody of the langnage 
of the gode ebonld be reetricted to the privileged and ehould not become loo widea- 
pread or too popular. Indeed there apeare to me no inenperable cddmUon to going 
even farther and accepting the auggeetion that the atody of Banikrit ahoeld 
be made compuleory for every Hindu boy up to a certain atage in hie 
education, and that of Arabic for the Mualim youth— for Arabic oecupm in 
lilamic cultnre and life an exactly aimilar place ; indeed ite eonncxion ia 
even more recent and vital. The atndy of three languagea— Engliah, Sanekrit 
or Arabic, and the spoken language, Urdu or Hindi— cannot be eoneidered 
to be ail undue burden. Most educsM Englishmen have, at one time or the 
other, studied Greek and Latin, the Importance and the meaning of which for the 
•otti and life of an Kngliah youth can bardty' be the tame ai that of Sanskrit 
for a Hindu or of Arabic for a Muslim. 

And of Ancient Indian History— 

This decline in the study of Sanskrit baa had wide and far-reaching 
repercuBsiouH— the most obvious (and to me the most regrettable), of which is the 
neglect of the study of ancient Indian history and civilization. For, that atndy 
demands a familiarity with ancient documents, copper-plate grants, inscriptions and 
coins— and iiracticaily all these are in Sanskrit. And thua, not only are we in 
danger of losing our literature but also forgetting our history. It ia gratifying 
to note that this Univerity, which in the past bad offered hardly any facilities 
for the study of ancient Indian history for the fi. A. degree, has now made 
.amends and appointed a teacher, though the study of tbia subject it still left 
optional. It is not neceaaary to elaborate the argument for my view that the study 
of the whole of Indian History should be insisted upon for the degree course, 
as in some other uuiversitieB. ... * *• , u 

1 have laid so much emphasis on this subject of our national heritage, because 
I feel that it is one of the duties of the University to preserve and extend this 
legacy, that it is here within its sheltered vloisters that one can escape the din 
and the hustle of the market place and the groans and tbe cries of a war-weary 
world and devote oneself in an atmosphere of peace and aloofneas. to tbe diacussion 
of such toiiicfl. It cannot be emphasized too often that whatever may be 
happening outside, the cultivation, study and gdvancement of knowledge and culture 
must not stop for a moment. 

Present-day RespoosibUitlea of Universities— 

And yet, I am not oblivious of the consideration that the University mutt 
stand for other things also— things which are Univerasl in their appeal ; things 
of which the State which maintaiiia it, ataiida in need ; things which are eaoentia] 
to build up our nationhood. 

In the new world order, which we are anxiously envisaging, and with the 
attainment by India of her proper place in the world, the Universities of India 
will have to slioulder far greater and heavier rosponsibilitieB to' the nation, for 
which they must needs prepare from now. 

The problem of the i|^ent, facing the nations of the world, is one of sheer 
mditence. In the conditiona now obtaining, that nation alone will succeed in 
preserving its life snd entity, which can effectively mobilize its entire man-power 
and woman-power, its total /esources, material and moral, for iu development 
This eontribnlion of each man and woman has therefore to be scientifically exploited 
and built up into an organic whole. In this picture, the Universities, which control 
Ibe training of snch considBiable numbers of the firomising youths of the country, 
will feature vividly* They must learn to relate their activities to tbe vital needs 
of tbe uatioii. They mutt undertake, what may be called In one word, "nationar 
education. The University must raobiliM the cultural icsoarces of the nation for 
the paramount purposes of its progress and egpaDsioo. 

Seiaaea— 

In the modern world, leienee haa araumed nniqoe importuio& in pern 
wo less than in war. and the entire fabric of civiliied life is largely baaed nppn 
te dlacoverlea made in aiUnt and secluded laboratoriea* Scienee mnat not be 
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binned, or iti piinuit rntricted, brcntiRe people bavc applied ila diacoverica to 
unworthy ends. That may denioiiatratc the failure of pbilosophy or rclittioni hot 
of Bcieiice. rare -acience must, therefore, continue to be one of the main conrorna 
of Uie Uiiirefeitiea, Even in war, where problcma of a more practical nature 
have to be aolved, the value of pure rcacarch has been proved by eai^rlence. 'i'he 
Royal OominiBHioii on the Uiiiveraitirs of Cambriilfic and Oxford, which aat Boon 
after the laat War, under the obairmanabip of liord Asquith, made thia emphatically 
clear, and it will be befitting if 1 reproduce their words : 

*lii order to get the greatest acientific rcaulta even of a practical chartuMcr, 
iiiveafjgatioiiH carried on with merely technical objecta and in a merely iiiilttariaii 
and commercial spirit, will not achieve the highest reaulta. The diaiiitcreated 
pursuit of scientific investigation affords the surest means by which the nation cun 
ultimately command the resources of Nature.*' 

Our future progress will, however, involve many problems which depend upon 
the new npplicatiofis of science, and the direction of pure resc.*irch into fruitful 
channels. Here is a list of some of these problems which 1 would com mend to 
your nitentioo. The Asquith Commission sav : 

'*The Mathematicul and Bcicnttfic Schools were able to assist the country to 
an extraordinary degree in the solution of many problems connected with baliisUca, 
meteorology, the structure of the atmosphere, aerial flight, compaHses for aeronlanes, 
aerial photography, and bombing eight ; sound-ranging, wireless, and methuus for 
detecting submariucs *, the development of ofiensivc and derensive gas-warfare, and 
the treatment of gassed patients ; the manufacture of poisonous gases, of explosives 
and of drugs ; inocculntion and preventive medicines ; the value of food-stuff s, the 
l^roductioii of crops and meat for fce<iing the nation ; and engineering problems.** 

Amongst the problems Boh*cd 'by sciciiiists in the present war are the 
Boecessful disposal of the magnetic mine, the improved submarine delectcr, and — the 
latest of all — the sterilizing of the acousiic mine. This shows that in Dm future 
teaching and study of science, the present — and what might be cfdled the almost 
mediaeval— outlook prevailing in Indian Universities will have to be broadened 
with constant reference to the actual conditions and needs of the nation, the world- 
needs of peace as well as of war ; and the supreme problems of natioual develop- 
mejit, *‘'Jhe new fcJcience,*' says l)r. Bernhard Rust, "is eoiiixly difTcrenl from the 
old idea of knowledge that found its value in an nnchec lced (flbrt to reach the 
truth. The true freedom of science is to be an organ of a nation's living strength 
and of its historic fate and to present this in obcdimcc to the law of truth." 
Further, the scientist will have to pool his ideas and resources with those of other 
national workers in order to exploit to the full the prucli< h 1 ]>OBBi bill tics of the 
iatfst discoveries. The University is the place wlicre Dicse problems will be studied 
and Diis synthesis can best be effected and it is for the blnic to ensure that, the 
Universities are adequately equipped and financed to undertake ihesc new and 
important duties. 

Apart from Die scientific men, University men and women were found very 
helpful in the conduct of the last War by their knowledge of languages, economics, 
law and other subjects, which knowledge was utilized for puiposes of "propaganda, 
censorship or intelligence.*' 

This emphasizes my next ixiint. The University must, give the youth not 
merely a store of knowledge but also the ability to live with others and work with 
others, subordinating their personal interests to the <tommon good. It must ^ive 
them alertness of mind, to enable them to meet new problems and new situations 
without unusual difllculty. 

The last War presented many such situations, and the vouths of Cambridge 
and Oxford fully tnet the unusual and unexpected demands that confronted them. 
The Royal Commission, in reviewing these services, refer to the spirit of self- 
sacrifice aiiiinatiiig them and go on to say "how in the early days of the war, 
when there was a great dearth of men already j^ualified to take Commissions, 
Cambridge and Oxford were in a position to give to the eountry a peculiarly 
large number of men fitted to act as officers by their education and upDringitig." 
Besides, a large part was taken by the University men in the inaiiy auxiliary 
services set up iu tre prosecution of tlie war. 3he Universities of Great Britalb 
were almost entirely depleted not only for the fighting but also for the thinking 
services of the Crown. . , , ^ . 

*'11ie value of University men in the war was to be found not only in their 
specialized knowledge, but in the adapiabiliiy, inveiiiiveiiess and auptdeness of the 
wtll-Uaiued brain. Alike hi the field, at home and abroad, these quaUUea were 
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the ipecial gift of the Univeniities. old and new, to the war atrength of the naiioii 
at they are to iU |)eace strength, ^y by day**. * 

These authoritative words of the Asquith Conuniasion indurate the hleala 
and the practical pre^amme which animate tlic premier UiiiverBitiea of Euiotie 
and to which the Uiiiversitics in India must conform if they are to train tne 
youth of India to shoulder their re8))Oiisibilitics in tliat i)olitical development for 
which our country is so eagerly aspiring. And it is to Uie extent that the 
Universities iwovidc faciltfics for research and the odvaiicemcut of kuowhsdue 
which will help to fuUii the needs of the modem State, and to the measure in 
which they suecced in making the men tlicy train fit to tsjee their pEcnier stand 
as leaders, only to tliat extent shall the Universities have fulfilled the puriKisc of 
their existence. 

The University and Careers 

There is one more asiieit of general education which vitally affects the 
work of Uio Universities. At present wo do not seem to be iioanumMie whether 
the Universities should devote themselves solgly to the advancement of knowle^e 
and acientific research ; or also to such work as will serve practical ends * or 
further still, whether they should deliberately set out to preiiare staduts’for 
professional oareera and competitiYe examinations. 

1 have already said that the main function of the UuivcraUy must always 
be the puxiuit of knoweledge and that in the long run this is of most effective 
help to the nation. At the same time, 1 have [tinted out that this needs a new 
orientation ; a more modern outlook. Farther than this 1 would not think it 
is at all proper or even iiccessniy for a University to set about preparing students 
for competitive examinations. Tlie experience of the Allahabad University proves 
that a University can give such general education as will enable its stodents to 
hold their own against others in competitive examinations also, lliere is another 
Class of students, however, of whom I wish to speak. 

It is recognised that there are three avenues open to a student at the close 
of hie secondary education : 

(1) leading to the University, for the pursuit of knowledge for its own 
lake or with an eye to the higher htate services ; 

(2) leading to some kind of technical institute, c.g. Engineering, Medk*al 

Agricultural Colleges, etc. ; ' 

^ lending to a general training for after-school life. 

The first two categories arc well defined. I am afraid, however, that no 
facilities exist for the last-niciitioncd training and, therefore, a large number of 
young men of this, the third categcny, whose ambition docs not extend bevotid 
obtaining a soiin-c of moderate livelihood— a clerkship or n petty technical 
or Goverumciil job— do not know how to obtain what they want and without 
any very clear idea they follow the Ftudents of the first category to the Unirersily 
in the ijossiblo and vague lioitc of bettering their chances in life. Their diflVsent 
outlook and equipment aflln ts the general standard of the University. This i» 
partly responsible for the great increase in the numbers coming to the Uinver* 
sities. This, in turn, means n heavy burden to the tax-j^nycr as the (oliowing 
figures of the grant made by the United Provinces Govcriiiiieut for University 
education will show : 

1020 ... ... hfix lakhs of rupees. 

IIHI ... ... Twenty two lakhs of rupees. 

Educationists and administrators have given serious tiioiight to Uiis grave jwoblem 
and have suggested dilVcfiifnt solutioiiH. t>nc is to restrict the number pro<‘^iiig 
to a University by some nrtilicial means, such as a selection by tiic teachers 
of the Uiuversity. Tliis, thougli theoretically ideal, is utterly unsnitod to the 
conditions at present prevailing in our country which are too well known to 
need iWcouniing. Again, tlie number of students receiving University eiUicatioii 
in India is not excessive in comparison with other civilised countries, and it 
would be a tragedy to impose any artificial barriers to restrict it 

I think the Btate esn help in tlie solution of tliis problem in a dittcrent 
way, not open to such objection. It should come to tlic rescue of the vouitg 
men of the third catcaory, wlio do not want University education for its own 
sake but go there only witli a view to better their value in the enipiovmeiit 
market For such youtliB, tlic State can provide avenues nt the pre-UniveiHily 
•tage leading to suitable (iovernment services or to industrial or military 
vocations. It is true that even nt the present time there are a luimW of 
Government services which arc o|*eo to non-graduates ; but that privilege is 
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in pravtice, rendered nngatorv by ibe iip|H!r nj^c-rnuit beinp; fixed too hii^h, 
ftboot 22— -SS. Tile result is that non-Kradiiales arc elbowed out by ^radiiatea 
at the competitiont and interviewB. Knowiii;* this, every youtli tries to obtain a 
degree. Inis could be avoided if (.tovernmciit fixed tlie upiHnr nge-ltmit 
at IS— 19 for certain subordinate servb^cs and posts for whicit the Higii 
School or the Intermediate may be congidcrctl' a snlUcient niiiiinium quaUfivation. 
'iliis would give a real chance to the iioii-gradiiatcs and wonUl I foci sure, lie 
welcomed by a large section of our young men. ns providing a deliuiic c4>icctive to 
work for. lucideutally, it would relieve the congealLon at the Vnivorsitics. To dub 
the young stndent as unworthy and slop him from proi‘Cc«liiig to the T'luvcrsity, 
without first providing an alternative avenue for him, is oiiFy adding insult to injury. 

Military Ciweert and Esbattrfya Virtnes— 

This leads me to the general problem of careciw for young men. It is 
undeniable that Uiere is a painful lack of opportunities even for the oMt qualified 
among the products of' the University. 1 admit, ioo^ our responsibility to find 
a solntioii for the problem, and 1 admit our failure, The question, however, has 
bl&i rankling in my brain for some time : Are onr yonths availing Ihejusclvea 
to the full of even the onportuiiities that exist ? It lecms to me that our 
attention, has been unduly given towards seeking what might be genericully called 
clerical mbs— some, no doubt, more glorified than others, but clerical ail the 
same; This narrow ideal has harmed ns in more ways than one. llie princi|wl 
employer— the State— has fully exploited this weskness of ours and has steadily 
redhcM the price it offers to absurdly low fiirnrcs. Apparently the limit lias 
alMfy been reached at which it pays to acqirirc a University education, consider- 
ing what is now offered for the large nuijority of these services. Secondly; this 
narrow vision haa had a moat cramping effect on our growth. It has stifled the 
apidt of enterprise and the. urge to venture into new areuues. 

One of these avennes, which. 1 should like to mention promiuently, it that 
of military service, technical and non -technical. If our country is to he adsquataly 
protected against exiernid aggression, the future Indian army will, according to 
modem standards, be of. vastly greater numbers. Even if we put It at a>niilUoii^ 
the aumber of oommiBsiaiifd officers will alone be very large. 'iW State haa a 
skht to look to the Univeririties to snpply this material, and it will folly lax 
their resources to provki^ so many men with the requisite staiillard of tnliitBM 

and chsracleR The Univcrsrties will have to take aeademie notice of thin atw 

order of things and to adjust and expand their curricula ID suit tho new demaii^ 
You will Kcall the words of tlm Asquith Commission and the vista of the 

subjects of foture study held forth by them. These indiifate the kind of chaagea 

which out Uiiiverfnttcs wHl have to make if our gradnatea are to take thdr 
legitimate part in seciciy aa leaders of men. It rcmaiiis for you, young men, 
to supply your coiitribu lion— ambition, effort, courage. 

1 WAS sorely distressed to read in a document issued by one of our most 
rcH|ioiiHU)ie State otriciuls, who is entrusted with the efoty of selecititg University 
men for tl:e Army, that even among those possening the necessary educational 
and pkysk'Hl staudurds there is appaieiU a lack off courage. This ta attribaiad 
partly to an absence of military traditions in the^recent post, which delves as 
of tim necessary'^ stimulne ; but if this is so. it creaSee a vieioas oitele woich we 
must cut by deliberately choosing these careen now and tUua re-eiealiiig the 
tradStmoB for eur succressors. 

Whst, however, makes me hang down ray bead in shame is that some of 
our young men should have taken refuge in the i>icfi that their mothers aitd sisters 
were loth to let them go into the Army. This ira gross libel ob tiie fair name 
of the women of India. Did Kunti and Gandhari ever keep back their eons from 
the baltlcfiirld ? And, did not onr women themselves take their pro|K;r shnro in 
military duties T I'hc renowned Bhariit scufptures remind us of the skilful 
horbcwomen in the army. Pataojali m^entloas the Saktikis— the apear-lieassM 
Magasthenes stands testimony to the Amazonian bodyguard of the Mauriya Emfieror 
Chandra Gupta. Kantilya speak equally of the part flayed by the women archers 
and, to rtmic to more recent times, did! not Diirga vati, Chand Bibi and 
lAkahmibai remain undaunted before overwhelming odds Y So far as conrago 
— physicral or moral— goes, 1 will aay here without fear of ooniradictiou 
that the women of India— Hindu or Muslim— have never been found wanting, 
either in the past or today. Why shoiild you louiig men then be found so 
lackiug iu this manly virtue T Might It ask you Krishna’s question T 
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**Wlicnce hftB this dejection befnilen thee in tliie perilone ttrail, ignoUii 
hen veil -cloHinf;, infamous, tiu-Aryaii. O Arjiina ?’* 

We linye to make up our minda here and now, ouce and for all, to gjlvn 
up thin iin-Arynti wcafcneaB and ofltT to Mother India an army of lierde mnml 
I f there be any ainoi^'at (he youni; men here eo lacking; in red bloml corpniela 
aa to quail at thin i)roHi)cct, I woiibl nay to the women bere^Women of India, 
Favour them not I « 


The Agra Univernty Convocation 

7*fie following is the text of the Aihlreas delivered by Sir XdShakrishnan, 
/CT., If. A., D. Lift., Vice-Chancellor, Benarea Hindu Univeraily, at the fourteenth 
Convocation of the Agra University held on the BSnd. November 1941 

As University men, wc arc not directly concerned with chan^in^. the yolitical 
and economic conditions which arc responsible for the war, but it » our duty to 
propagate right fdeals. If men make history, ideas make men. What is our 
objective with regard to the training of youth ? Arc we to prepare them for life or 
for death ? Ilo we send children to schools, yoiitie men to colleges to meke them 
behave like beasts of jirey ? When we look around and see what is taking niece in 
academic centres, bow wc are imposing on suggestible youth false ideals, now we 
are debasing the minds and corrupting tlic hearts of the young, making them emay 
with the lusts of cruelty and power, do w'e not ieel guilty of using the noble 
iiistrument of ethication for ignoble ends ? What w our purpose in University 
education ? Js it the Nazi ideal of military efficiency ? Is it the Fascial ideals 
of ^work. obey and hgbt* ? Arc we to train the youth for class struggle ae the 
communisis demand 3 Will systems of education based on such ideals help ua to 
create a new and better order of society ? The totalitarian states look uron human 
beifigs as aimless, ' drifting, credulous creatures, who, without any mind or will of 
thdr own, can be driven like cattle or moulded like clay by tnose who appoint 
themselves as their rulers. We are not tauf^bt to use our understanding but fb 
yield like animals to our instincts and appetites. With loud speakers ana aavi^ 
ciicfl wc are carried along. From the lime wc are born, wc are brought under the 
influence of set doctrines. Through years of t bildhood and adolestence, we are 
taught to accept the prevailing ortb^oxy. Every book suggests it, every paper 
shouts it, and every cluema gives it vii-ible shape. >Ve are moulded into a uniform 
pattern. 'Jhe quality of mind is lowered and wc arc rendered incapable of sound 
judgment. W'liat is most vital and cxcative in us is destroyed and wo foiget that 
we have souls. To make us sou Hess, to degrade us to the level of the animal 
cannot be the purpose of education. 

Ancient Urci'ce and India agree in holding that it is the aim of education to 
train us to apprehend the eternal values, to appreciate the supreme human virtues 
and the simple dotTiicies of life. We must be educated not for cruelty and power 
but for love and kindness. We must develop tlie freshness of feeling for nature, 
the sensitivexicss of fouI to human need. We must foster the freedom of the 
mind, the humanity of the heart, Uie intepity of the individual. Even from the 
nuracries, wo must train human beings by unconscious influence and conscious 
effort to love truth, beauty and goodness. A famous Church Father in the Middle 
Ages— Bernard of Claiivaux— in a I.atin hymn asks, ‘^who will achieve universal 
peace V* and answers, “Th# disciplined, tl)e dedicated, the pure in heart and the 
gentle in spirit.*' No machinery which the art of man can devise will work unless 
there is benind it the proper temper of mind. 'J'o create and maintain that 
temjier should be the aim of education in civilised society. Plato had a clear vision 
of the and method of education. Though we may not understand all that 
we read by surrounding ourselves with the work of great minds, a touch of their 
greatness passes on to ns winning us ^Imperceptibly from earliest childhood into 
resemblance, love and harmony with the beauty of reason.” 'They sink d^ply into 
the recesses of the soul and take a powerful hold of it. He who has been duly 

brought up therein will have tlic keenest eye for defects and, feeling a most just 

contempt for them, will welcome what is beautiful and gladly rc^eire it into his 
soul, and feed on it, and grow to be noble and good ; and he will rightly reject 
and bate all t(^at is ugly, even in his childhood bdorc he has come to the a^ of 
reason, and when reason comes, he will welcome her ardently, because this to heen 
his opbringittg” (Bepublic p. 401). There are no mechanical cures for psychological 
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makulicB. If te w<Mld is Biiffcrins from sh^kncss of spirit, tro have to cure it. India has 
her )«roud herltaieo and is broadbased oii tlic central ctiltiirc ol mankind. Wo are not 
A rootless people dcrivinjca fickle in sfn ration from trAiisiont fashions. Wc hnve kocii 
tanght the transience of mere material wealth and tlie traiiaccndent imi^ortanco of 
the spirit in man. We must vindicate that spirit against the deadweight of 
circumstance. Indian culture lias stood for the ideal of freedom of thought and 
worship, though there were >)crioda in ivhich aliogiance to this iileal was weak and 
others in which it suffered eclipse. It wclcomctl the Jews, the Christians, the 
Parsees and the Muslims. It* not only* allowed them freedom to iwactisc their 
rites and forms of belief btit provided farilitics for doing so. Its cssciitial aim has 
been the recognition of universal human worth and dignity, of unity amidst 
diversity, of co-oixinitioii despite difrcrcti<‘cs. 

\\c are demanding a more apiitablc so/ial order. Wc can achieve it only if 
we plan our education pro^Hsrly and strive to eliminate the stvir -ns of ineiinitics and 
injustices. Kdiication is the means for tlic reconstitution oi it wo are to 

prepare ourselves for n demoorntic order, onr cilneation must, have in view the 
development of each and every iiidividnal, as a producer, as a as a hnm.an 

being. He must have opportunity to develop to the utmost his innate ability and 
genius — physical, mental and spiritual Ivpiality of opi ortniiity is the l)a«i«‘ principle 
of demot^racy and that can be realisc<l only il we have faith in the di..inity of the 
human soul. 

The t'rcscnt war is said to be a conflict bctwrcsi ilcmo'rncy and the evil things 
optHWcil to it. It is not, however, a -traiLld struggle between democracy and 
tymniiy, not a clean fight bsdwcon good and evil, or rirht and wrong. We will be 
more correct if we say that it is a <oiit!ict betwoon tiomo ineaHufe of truth and 
falsehood, between iintul filled la>v nml bruU' force, between the whi.spcjs of human 
conscience and the call of the wild jaiijflc. In the t ‘resent circumstances, the 
chances of upbuilding this world arc bouinl upwitli the victory of t!ie allies. Wc 
arc directly iiitrrcstod in the triumph of order over « baos, of liberty over 
enslavement. India, therefore, is wholchcaitedly on tlic side of Ihit iin, America 
and llussia in ibis conflict with Nazism. Rut if Ilritain Juib not been able to 
mobilise, not the niatcriid resources but the moral forces, it is ben ‘ausc she is 
unwilling even in this critical hour to apply the principles of tlonocrai y to India. 
Naturally there arc peofdc who contend tliat tlic war i'* an imperialist war for the 
defence of this straggling ramslmcklc system of domination, I) nance, trailo and 
tradition ; the Uritish Ihnpirc, The love of liberty which contact with British 
institutions has brctl in ns cannot be torn out of onr soul, roliticnl subjection is 
moral degradation, not for countries overrun by Hitler but for lountrics wlih h arc 
in a dependent position like India. In the last half of the ITih Ceiiinry, Lcihnitss 
who livc*l his best years between two great wars wrote : “f»y Khamefnl snhinission 
men's minds will be progressively intimwlateil and mishcd till llicv become at last 
incapable of all feeling. Inured to ill-treatment and liabitnatcd to i>eur it patiently 
they will end by regarding it as a fatality which tlicy can do nothing but endure. 
All will go togctlK'i* down the broad high road to slavery**. To ask India to light 
for HHtain simply bc<*aii8o the Nazis will be worse is not lair to Britain or to India. 
Arc we to stand up for Britain simply l>e«wise wc must a^oiil the worst} alterii.ativo 

of Nasi desfiotism ? Before it is too late, I hope, Britain will cshddiHh her gooil 

faith M the bar of history, by implementing licr many pledges and do hiriiig Hint 
India, not at some nndatcif future but immciliatcly after the war, he u free and 
equal country in the common wealth of nations. 

Victory over Nazi (Jermauy is not enough. Wc must win the }H’a<'c and not 
lose it as wc did in tlic last war. It will be an utter waste of mti«'h material 

treasure and preinoiiR liiiman life, if wc revert back to prc*war conditions. All Uie 

belligerents siroaks of a new order but tlicie is no agreement about its eliaracter. It 
must l^ democratic in nii essential sense. It iniist he a world in which all nations, 
strong ami weak, are free and all races while and coloured have op|>ortuiiity for 
self-expression and development. 

(.irsdtiaicM of the year, you will soon fa^'O the cares and anxiistics of lifa 
We aie intcllectiiuBy |>oor, inwardly torn, profoundly iiiiciiMy and ignorant of Uie 
future. There sro forebodings of evil. The bonds that unite us arc rudely sundered 
by iioliiics. Wo have a small hut influential minortty of leaden who detrend 
for their cxiatenee on Indian disnnUy or at any rate profit by it and, therefore, 
feel no sort of longing for Indian freedom and unity. Our one purpose should lie 
to see India iiniicil, tranquil and grac ious with a new wav of life. India, 
imimveriiihed and harassed, the prey of schism and division must ho caised to a 
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lM|>py aihI pfOfp«TOiit eondiiion witir Internal unity and illumination of apirit, 
where youtlr wilT hare, ofiportunity and age aeearity. We nraat ent through the 
eonfnatona created by the ahorUiKhtod poHiietana and the timid carceriaCa who 
play upon old prejndieea. We muat atriva for the great Ideala of eeonomie 
inatice, aocial etiimliiy and political freedom. For them hard work, aelf-eootrol, 
and efTectife propaganda are eaeontial. Oar chief weapons are commonaenae, sanity 
and coolneas. The UiiiveratUea are here to eqnip no with them. It does not matter 
if we fail in oiir attempt, for the meaning of life ia not in aecompliahmeiit as in 
the effort to grow better. We must dare to fail before we can liope to succeed. 
This age has no parallel for the magnitude of its enterpriaea for those who would 
be men. and I do hope aud pray that you will qnit youraelvea like men. 


The Dacca University Convocation 

The following are extraeta from the Sjweeh hy Dr, kfainmdar, Vice-Chancellor, 
at the Annual Convocation of the University cf Dacca held on the 25th. November 
VJtt. 

After reviewing in brief outline the work of the University during the laat 
fcssion. Dr. Majtimdar said 

Uafortiimiteiv, the normal academic life of the University was rudely disturbed 
hv the conimtuial disturiiances which broke out in the city towards the middle of 
March. Although the University area remaineil unaffected for a ))eriod of nearly 
four wc( ' the situation in the town rendered it impossible to continue tlic classes 
or complete the University examinaiiona which had already begun. 'Ihe matter 
reached a climax on Sunday. April 13. when at about 13 noon a young student 
named Motaharu<ldiii Ahmad was fatally stabbed within the University campus. 
This brutal nutidcr created such a tense situation that we were forced to close 
down the University and further postpone the University examinations for a period 
of two months. The continued disturhaaces in the city and the utter dialocatioii of 
its normal life and activities also compelled the University to cancel its invitation 
to the Indian Hcicnce Congress to liold its next session at Dacca. The decision, 
atrivefl at with great reluctance and regret, has unfortunately been fully |nstificd 
by. stthaequeut events. 

When the Uiiiveraity reopened after an interval of two months signs were 
reassuring and we resumed onr normal work with high hopes. Unfortunately the 
orgies of riot and murder broke out again in full fury before two weeks were over, 
and once more the work of the University had to be suspended for more than 
two weeks. This recrudescence of disturbances was specially unfortunate for the 
Unlveraity, as it was Uie time for the new admissions and the atudenta were natur- 
ally acarea away from Dacca. Inhere can be hardly any doubt that the prolonged 
aita repeated communal clashes have dealt a severe iuow to the future growth of 
tUi University, and it is difficult to say how long it will take the University to 
recover from this terrible set-back. 

For reasons, which are obvloas, I would not enter into any discussion about 
the origin or ineldciits of the communal riot. At the same time it is unwise to 
ignore an event which* hsa worked so deeply on the feelinga, emotions and Judg- 
ment of all daring a considerable period of the tesaion under review. It has not 
only seriously affcc.tod the University life, but has served as an acid test of the 
value of University, education oi measured by its inffnence in developing healthy, 
moral and intellectual idealMnd forming eharaeter and peraonality. I. therefore, 
consider it to be a aiiitabla occasion for making a. few general observations on the 
aims and ideals of University life which have bem brought into prominence by 
the recent happeoioga at Dacea. Particularly aa the need for the same it also 
cmphaalaed by momeiitoua eventa happening at the present moment in other 
liarta of the world.' 

It may appear prepoateroiia to compare the cventa in Dacea and ita. neigh- 
bourhood in recant times with what is happing in Europe. lint one may easily 
diaoorn lome common baaic elements. In botb. the thing that has Mm mnsi 
staggering to humanity it the case and maditmM with which man throws away the 
thin mask of Ihb mueh vaunted culture and civUiaatkm. and reveala die unadultera- 
ted brute in him, raging with the tame etenaental imaaions aa marked him out 
when he first emerged into human fiina, taking frenaied delight, and feeling a 
aeuta of triumph^ in Infliciing erndtioa on indivnloala or mattes of fellow human 
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baian, and aomalWaK indiieriminata dcatniettoa and devaatotion ad prapar^ 
on a large aeala wiUi all the aecompanylne horrors. 

It is a great though gainful revelation. It at once humblce to the dust ail 
mr imde in our culture and civilisation, oar wonderful aehievementa in varioua 
domuna of knowledge and the man*s great triumph over forces of nature. <We 
•land, atrnek with awe, at the brink of a deep abTss, whieli seems to draw 
irrcMtiblj to its bottomless deep the whole of mankind with all his magniftoeot 
handiwork of countless im. 

In a erieio tike this the salvation of man depends on invoking and clinging 
to the highest Ideal and spiritual force that he can snaster. There is uo room now 
for platitudes and commonplace or half-hearted attempts at tinkering remedies. Mor 
is there any time for despair or; pesetmism. We must not be content with merely 
lamenting what man has made of man, bat shonhl put our heads together to find 
out what man may yet make of man. 

This is ths greatest isak to-dsy for the iutelleetaal and spiritual aristooraey 
of the world. Few though they -be, on their shoulder lies the great reaponaibilitj 
of saving mankind from the impending doom. In this noble taek the Univereity 
mwet take ite dne share. Indeed it enn onlv be achieved through education, broa£ 
baaed on the higher inatincts of man and deaignad Ux bring out the beet and the 
noblest in him. A steady campaign is goin^ on all over ihe world to reduce Itter- 
atnre and all forma of intolectasLactTvity to serve the purposes of propaganda. 
It is tba proper function and proud privilege of the Unmrsity to rise above this 
eplmmeral phenomenon and to bmah asnie the cobweb of untruths and half-tm^a 
which parade at ideals and thrive ou their appeal to the baser instiocte of man. 
It aboukl alwaya hold up before its students thoie idetda and standards of Ufa 
whose Tsflias have stood the teat eif time and thoae canons of conduct which axo 


of atarnai worih. The German youth, tlioroughly permeated with the pemlciotta 
tenata of the Has! doctrines coostitutes the real strength of Hitler, and ollbrs a 
striking manwlm of the influence exercised by educstion npnn.the destinies of m 
notion. One of the first acts of Hitler was to satnrste the entire educalieonl 
system of Germnny with Nazi idesls with llie result tbst the Oermsn youth hove 
been thorooghlv Inoculated with a passionate faith in ideals and standards of Ufe 
fondamentally oiffecent from those which are generally accepted as ^rrcct nil over 
the world. The proverbial seal of a new convert that haa iatoxioated the Nails 
ooDatitotes the mveat peril to the whole world. Blodero Gerroanj thus teadiei 
us how largely tne educational system and ideals of a country ahape not only its 
own destiny but, in a aenae, that of the world at large. We cannot, therefore, ba 
too caniioos in goardiog against the evils of a propagandist system of education. 
The best way to prevent it it to put education on the broad baaia of humanity and 
to emphasise those eternal trntha and priociplasof life and condnet which coniUtate 
dm very foundation of husun civilisatioo. U is in Ibis way alone, through proper 
edaeation imparted by the University, that the youth may feel tba urge of the 
higher spirit in him and triumph over the allnrementa of pet^ sordid intereale 
which easily fascinate his imsginstion and excite his interest. The distinguishing 
criterion of University education is its humanism which carries with it «ot only 
a mode of thinking bat also a way of living. It accepts reason as its arbiter ana 
also certain principlea like truth, jasticc, equity, goodwill, charity, kindness and 
honesty as guides of conduct. 

Ae need for soeh an education and view of life was never greater than 
to-day, whan mankind shows dangerooa symptomt of relapae into barbariam. The 
animal instincts are getting the better of him, and the forcea of evil and darkness 
are ataadlly increasing in omioons proportions. Upon the Universities, more than 
anywhere elee, liee the greet responsibility of kindling that divine eperk in man 
that will ultimately carry him safely through the deep gloom which surrounde 
him to-dey on every aide, . — . . . . 

To yon. the grednates of the Universitv, iny f^ng mea^ la that m 
should flud out l£st divine spark in yon and make t^i your aede guide in this 
dork boor of trial. Your tminiiig and edneation in this University would be of 
little worth if it does not teach yon to rise above the piwaime and insUncte cd 
the moment nod firmly greep at thoee fundamental tenata and principles on wbieb 
humniidvitotion la 1^ and which make life 

epnrk in emsh of you. bat It ne^ be. ignited b^ ^ * <Wvl®g force in 
, be to purify your mind of them evil lome eo thiit fou tehe n 
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Just view o! men and thingt. The sapreme tett of Ibis porificatioa it jowc 
wtllingiicsa and ability to raise your voice agaioat all iniqnitiee. opprettiooe, 
outrages att.d atrocitiea, irrespective of all considerationa of caste, creed and 
community, simply because they offend tlie difpiity of man. To use a phraseology 
which has now become rather common in political sidieres, yonr rallyinff ea 
'^uld be '*man 6rst/’ The University, as its very name implies, should, be 
universal in its outlook. ^ and at this formative period* of yout life you must be 
imbued with the high ideals of humanity. To serve the cause of humanity should 
be your first consideration and other narrower aad smaller interests must be 
subordinated to this supreme duty. 

To-day the whole world presenU a scene of lust, greed and brute fotoe 
triumphing over equity, iustice and other noble instinete of man. A power 
intoxicated with success chaltouges the freedom of the world and the dignity 
of mankind. Wc cannot remain a passive lookeron for. even apast from genesid 
cottsideratiojif, the evil forces are making long strides towards onr own home. Let 
tliere be no mistake about it, this force of evil,- if left unchallenged, will overwhelm 
ns and iiiiderinine the whole foundaUon of civilisation ihrougnout the world. 

To-day there are abuudant signs, and be who runs may read them, thaS Uie 
freedom, of thought, words, and deeds, so long as they do not interfere with cimilsc 
fr^om of others, and. the rights of individuals to form groups and communities 
Of their own free choice, and to live according to their own ideas and traditions, so 
long, as they let otliers live similac lives — these are the fundamental haaes of 
civilised existence which have been established after centuries of efforta, toili, and 
exertions. These ideals are universally, recognised to be the true foundatfons of 
human life, and even where they are violated in practice, homage is paid to them 
in theory; holding out hopes of their universal acceptaace as the goal ofi human 
progress.. 

To-day these* ideals sre beiuf; opsnly challenged by a new order of ihinga in 
which might alotia will be right To avert thia grave peril to humsnsty all the 
freedom-loving i^ieoplet of the world should rally WMfer a common banner. Already 
tliere are clear iudfeations on all sides that the need of presenting a msiled 
front for the common cause of honuinity is being realised more and mace. 

Should India fail to toko her due share, iu the Freedom Front that ic being 
orgmiierd for e final trial of strength wHb forces of barbarity 7 That is Uie 
qiiSMtei which each of yon must |nt to yourself, as you pass out of the portals 
of the University. Your duty in tfiis supreme hour of man’s life, and the nalore 
imd extent to which yon cau dedicate yourself to this noble efiuse— these aio 
problsms to he solved by yourself alone keeping in mind the fuadanuntel principles 
of iilb with wliich University education should have endowed you. To-day your 
life begins iir a critical phase of human history and you may well feel dlimia|ud 
at the dark prosiiect. But if the sltnatibn presents difReultiss end reepooaibilntoi 
of in ahnormal nature, it also offers splendid opportunities of proving year wortlu 
4)istimism ie the virtue and privilege of youth, and I hope that would m&m 
foiaake you. Full of hoiie. and courage yon ehonld face the realilles of lifii aul 
play the noble part that is allotted to yon by nature and man. In w hu l i fir 
situation you may find yourmlf, never forget that there ia a diviee ipark in you 
which distinguishea vm from animals and ahonld be the aoln guide of your flfio 
Above ill, cherish the high ijlsals of freedom, freedom of thoufdrt and Jndgaiuli 
and rrmember the eerviee ' yon owe to humanity. Lei your will and aetioiii m 
shaped by their dictatea |^e. You would then eleer eleer of all pUfalla In your 
onwaid mareh of Hfe and bripg mown to yoanelf and credit and diatinettoa la 
your iflmo Mater, 

1. E« the GovifBoFe Aiiren 

7^ fcihwiag is tks text ef. Bis BxssBsncff the Oaremor's Spseeh ai tks 
Aamuti CoavoeaHaa M the Daces Umssnitif held on the SStk, Naeemher 1941, 

I am glad that lie year 1011 has not passed without giving me the opporliinity 
of iwyittg my aeeond fonaal visit to lids UnivsBtsity. postponed though it naa besa. 
To-day 1 am returning to Deooa to iurroniminn now friiailiar to me. I am 
giatefnl to yon Mr. Viee^ancellor for your hind weleome, and can asinio you 
of my laeUag liitercet la Uio welliM of mu Uaiforaity. Toiir addiese boan vritaM 
to the vitaKty and enmpriee of the UnIvMity in the introdnetion of now cooim 
ilmigiiM to amt t^ no^ of tkt diy and iii . Uie pioviekm of fseililius for 
exiwneion, all of which are iigai of a rapid aad inand development. 

It is not my intuatioi to aiwak at any langtti of the disturbances in Daeea, 
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titoogli any apMcii wonM be incomplete withovt some reference to events which 
bm ftSBCtw tbe Univcraiiy bo cloBcly. The point I wish to miibe, boircrer, is 
University must on no arrotint mUow itself to become discours|$ed or 
ii^mulstea by sporadic outbreaks of Itarbarism. On the contrarv, these events have 
aflonied a great opijortiinity for the University to make its wefpiit and influence 
fdt in tnpitort of those principles for which it stands. 'J he murder of a student 
wlUiin these Rvounds should raise a tide of indignation and determiiiatioii that 
diaotder shall stop, and any weakening on the jmrt of an* institution ]>lcdKcd to 
maintain civilised jtriiioiples only ofiera encouragement to the goonda elements. Tiie 
ailuation iu Germany referred to by the Vice-Chancellor ia different in that 
UiiiveiBities theiuselveB, os centres of thought und influence, have become poisoned 
by barbarous philosophy and propaganda. Here the l>arl>ariam lurks outside, and 
tbe University niusi sec that it is strong enough to ensure its suppreeslon. 

To-day is a day of “good-byes and farewells'*, 'i'hose who remain will 
eontiniie their studies in a Uiirversity which, as your address has indicated, Mr* 
Vice-Cbancellor, is expanding and adapting itself to modern needs. Those who 
leave are^ entering into a world changing rapidly under the stress of events. 
India too is a changing country, being speedily industrialised in providing arms. 
itmmiiitiUon and equiqraent for those who, to the North, iSoutb, East and West of 
ns, wbetber on land or on sea, are out to defend this great country. To-day we 
wrt fa ced with the picture of guns pointed towards iia and oiir main task is to put 
.tein ^ut of action and thus prevent the risk of attack on this country which nas 
jmom beace for 150 years. Altliough I am hut a comparative newcomer to Bengal* 

X bare ieamt bow much all in this Provinoe love home and everything that home 
meaat. 1 know that many of you would like to be up iu the front line taking 
9m aetm part in the defence of your motherland. But to you I would say (bat a 
Gfbwnmcnt which sends a single soldier into tbe field ill-equipped and not armed 
Wttb tbe moet modern weapons, is not worthy of confidence. Whereas in the olden 
days manpower was the deciding factor of battle, now it is tlie fxiwcr and quality 
at modern weapons : guns, machine guns, rifles, together with miscellaneous arma- 
ment. For example, a modern division going into the field needs 40,000 difiTerent 
ftemi of equipment and relies almost entirclv on mechanical transport ; and. the 
teetor which limits the size of an army is not the number of men availsble, but 
the eatent to which weapons and cquii>meut can lie manufactured and maintained 
for tbe me of those men. The soldiers in the front line, who are now defonding 
India, depend npon> na behind them to produce all they need and to get onr 
mwduetion to them. In a total war, all alike are implicated, and the honour and 
glory which was formerly the monopoly of those at Uie front are now ehaied 
eamdly with those behind who are toiling hard to keep tbe forces suiqdied* Many 
m yon leaving this University may find youiselvee able to contribute to the 
defence oft Uiis country in various ways. Some of you may ioiii tbe active forces, 
others the technical services and slsil others may work in industries producing the 
Mceeeltmi of tbe Army in tbe field. Whatever may be your teak. ;^u will know 
that yom are taking part in the fight to free Tndia from the Nszt^ menace. Yon 
nil kiKXW the policy of Nszt Aryn domiiiaiion as described in “Mein KampP* and 
illoetnifed by tbe behaviour of the Nazis' in every country they have overrun* 
Tblaef^ yon will appreciate tbe urgent necessity of preventing this menace from 
fneronehing on tbie country. 

A time ban now been reached when men are beginning to think iu terma 
of • better world alter victory has been won. 'lliie will be n world in which 
worn whom 1 nm addressing, will take a part and its succem will depend greatly 
'doiOQX edneation and attitude. It will be a world of wider opportunitiea 
domoodiBg a wider outlook and calliiig lor initiative, energy and the co-cmerativo 
anirit The development of industrial effort fat Bengal baa already reached ao 
gitani vntbongbt-of two years on It will be for van to see tliat induatiiea 
balli up on tbe demand lor war proiioctioB do not die for want of anterpriaa. 
Baasawbar that tbe mduatrial revoiotion which changed ‘the face of bitlaiT in 
BcitaiB and the Wcit at the httginnhig of the last century was not a .f» fnm 
Qvmummt, tot vm Um diieet icmU of » emtm dbrt «Mdi took full odToutoBo 
:of Rootttcoi omI oppoTtuDitto. Aput from indnotxY. &dko1 JWMcoow 
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Induftrr wbidi If Iha bftif of life : Affiknltare. lo oil brandMo of public «eti?itj 
there ft eeope for new blood, and it is for you to supply that blood. Gone are 
the daya when two or three wel1*iried profefaione formed the normal outlet to a 
UniTersity career, juat aa they were gone in England by the end of tbe laat War. 
The neada of to-^y are an lotrtligent iinderatanding of world affaire, a proper 
graap of the interdependewee or different parte of the world aa a rcault of the 
eon<iaeat of dietanoe by apeed ; wnd a world-outlook aa oppoaed to a Yillagc-ouilook. 
The men who will develop dvniaation in thia modem world need vigoroua and 
adaptable minde, energy, enteimiae, courage, and with them tolerance and charity. 

;I will not keep you longOT before oalling on Sir. 8. Radhakriahnaii to deliver 
hia addreaa, nor will I elaborate tha well-merited tribute which you, Mr. 
Vice-Chancellor, have paid to one who, although not belonipng to thia Provinee 
and no longer a dwdler in it, have nevertbelesa for many years enriched Bengal 
with bis many gifu. 


The Patna UniirerAily Convocation 

The following ia the text of the addreae delivered by Sir C. V. Ramon at ike 
mnnual convocation of the Faina Onivereity held on the esth, November 1941. 

Sir C. V. Ramau began hk addreaa by toudhing U&e ebaracter of Markendaya 
al the PurauB. Therefrom he ahowed Uiat devotion and purpoaiveiieis were 
nguhwd for the youths to become aucceeaful men to eerve the great cause, earth 
needs. Marktndaya, born with a leaae of eialeen years' of life, was just being 
anaitehed away by Yams, the God of Death. But Mackendaya'a devotion to Bbiva 
mada the latter appear and bleu Markendaya to live aa ever youthful. The 
story waa nn indication of man's tbirst for Icnowledge and to overcome and 
eontrfl!! the foreea of Nature. Man's quest waa deoibleM and without any end. It 
waa a atari lor a communion of knowledge with indiiity. This quest took a man 
to the highut level of humanity. Ibis quest and hunger lof knowledge took ut to 
the hkbut plane of human aetivitiea. 

The Story of human civiliaatioti la now lost in ilinta and broken stone ehlpa 
gad a vague gfjfqpse is now passible. From an ancient aoolpgical species baa becm 
tnnaforiM tlw/roan'a intelleoi; which put him higher in the scale of life. With 
the eeaulesf hgbi against Nature's - forces, man's int^Lect grew gradually. He was 
trained to handle tools, and dig out earth for water. This devotion and purpoaive- 
nua put him to win against future’s exploits. Because of intellect, a supremo 
type of life In the planet of men was poesible. 

Tbe epeaher uid peonle knew very little of tbe deTclopmeiit of human 
civilization. A misty ana dim idea could only be possible so far. KxteniiTe 
researches were being carried thsougbout Some said Jb^ypt was tbe last and 
drat home of man's civilization and others told diflereiit stories. In the proeem 
of development of human culture and civilization China, Indio and Central 
America and otliera had their respective roles to t4ay. Indiaus, because of 
their ancient civiltxed outlook, had weakness for both India and China, the 
imitators of progress and civilization. 

The speaker emphasised the need of playing important role in practical life. 
Human knowledge went into two channels. A aection of the primitive men 
sought for food and they farrowed earth, and some sailed in the ocean lor colonies 
and wealth. Some of them took to artiice to make utensils and some weaved to 
produce clothes, and other perhaps carved out paceful ornamenu. lu the second 
channel, were those who did not rise from the University of life but took to a 
different branch of learning. They were the first witch-doedors of tbe world, and 
philosophers and saints. They also like the others played a great port in the 
history of human civilization. The latter were feared and through a tialural 
evolution they turned to serve mankind. U waa from the saints ana philoaophera 
and pliysiciaua and pbyaiciata that man really needed immediate training. 'Jbe 
handicraftsmen were obviously meant for a inmtal attack againat nature. Great 
achievemeuta bad iiceii poesible out of tbe }oiot efforts of these two types of man. 
The yearning of communion with the infinite waa needed at thia hour of criaia. 

Ancient history and archaeology and other branches of acientific learnhig 
would inaplre modern men for a great aehieveaent Greece and Babylon 93 
Mdbenjedaro must live ill eteiwal hiatory to pull up men from mozaaa*:^iMe 
yHteied to the great Archcmcdls who uiottld five through all ages tp ^t 
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up nan to ocientific miracles. He bcinK a master mind must guide human 
progress. 

Indians nnlifce others had a great progreaa in ancient times and in the 
domain of Mathematics, Algehra, Astronomy and (dliers. India was the pioneer 
and inventor of ma^ sciences. An ancient famelcss llamanuinm, who discovered 
the significance of Zero, was one of those great ancient Indian intellecduul minds. 
Aryabhatta, Barahamihir, Patanjali, Ni^ai^nna. he said, were a few names wiiich 
would lire in the history of human civilization. 

The speaker i^aotM us not to hate everything which was not Indian. It is 
a sacred taslt to s^ that all was utilised for the upkeep and nourishment of the 
growth and progress of human civilization and culture. He said that the country 
which had uo past worth it, could never rise and India should never run 
despondent as she carries behind a tale of great glory— a glory of greater civili- 
zation which any of the lauds could have oMn proud of. He paid great trilmtcs 
to the noble Italian artist—Leonardo de Vinci— who shone in daikness. He drew 
a graphic picture ahowing that how he could rise to serve the humaiiity as a 
painter, as a aeulptor ana as a forerunner of modem scientific thought in aviation, 
Europe live to cherish the ideals of the great minds and intellects while India 
preferred to stay ^ck in wilful neglect of the past and in the inactiuii for 
building up of a' great future. 

History, which only taught the vice of colonial expansion and asked men 
to be another Naimlean or Chengiz Khan or a Ceaser was not the type of history, 
world and India needed to-day. Marauders and concpicrors were not the true 
representatives of the human spirit, which reac hed the great ness of humanity. 
He regarded Archimedis as the greatest of all names which ought to guide the 
destiny of humait race. The creators and benefactors, who sought communion 
with nature only to wrest from it the best to give to the hiiiuan progress, 

were always immortals. Conquerers were no guides of human itrogrcKB, as they 

unmade human civilization. It was necessary that men followed the great dead 
that men found who wanted to reach mankind to the grealcHt height of civilization 
and progress. It was pity that people did not know the name of those (treat 
Hindus who contributed to the world*s civilization. It was natural that the world 
did not acknowledge the great minds, as she was very frugal and faltering at 
straight acceptance of facts. 

Sir C. V. Raman, speaking of the Anstralia^s great scion li fie mind, Mendel, said 
that bow ibis Roman Catholic priest, through his c.\pt:iiniciitH of growing peas 
coiitiibuted considerably to the growth of Biology. It took twenty yenis for the 
obscure man to come out with his truth. World owed hiui to-day a great deal for 

its progress. Nature being a stern mistress, it was dLsirnblc that men worked hard 

and earned rewards for the labour. Nature never gave anything to them who only 
loved her for the favours she could bestow. From the sweat of brow, one needed 
to carve out one’s future and bring her under his control for the bcttci ment of the 
world. The 8])eaker quoted the storyr of isolation of Radium by Maduinc Ciwie. This 
was, he said, one of the greatest achievements in human history, done by a female in 
poverty and neglect. To-day Madame Curie’s name is an everyday watchword 
sung ill praise and gratitude. 

He wanted young men to read stories of triumphs of man’s life, stories of 
suiircme heights (o which man must move and roust express opiuions and write 
thesis to help scientific advancements. Youths should always challenge and not 
follow blindly. He wanted them to do wonders in the doninin of electrons and 
protons sud even challenged the speaker himself to belie any of his cxpeiimeiits if 
possible. If they preferred to be in obscurity, they must assert with facts and with 
tact. Tact, he said, was the economy of truth. 

Referring to the life of Galillio, he said despite torture and torments, (InliDio 
lived to ooutribufce to the world’s civilization even in prison while Briino was burnt 
alive for his hold but tactless assertion of truth. Dealing witli the great achieve- 
mcBii of Ahriug despite cold, starvation and neglect, 8ir C. V. Raniaii said Utat 
hit works He embodied in to-day’s scientific progress and in his statue. Knowledge 
bad not a warm reception in this world, which was still too vulgar. But there 
were always men to give mcaaage to their fcllowmen, to help the progress of 
knowledge. 

Wodd’a wealth did not He in money but in intellect. Even a man became a 
Mnaich of the virmin-iDfeeted world, he could never live without application of 
inlelleet Bmtea and virmius were man’e eiiemiee end knowledge was neocaeary U> 
guard i^uaet them. Kumber of human hetugs wae inaignlficant to those of the 


358 THE CONVOCATION ADDRESSES [ HAom- 

▼irminfl and peat*. The virmina were roan’a ccnpetiton. Ileiice men ahoiild be 
watchful wilb intellect af^ninat their onilaiiKtita. Science heliied them in thia fif(ht 
agfliiiat the encmiea of mankind. It allured the man to live to realiae that life wot 
dynamic and not atatic. A atatic man or a nation was doomed if both of tliem 
failed to be wide awake of the aiteed and progreaa. 

If India and Ciiina ahowed reapect to acience in the past, it ia all the more 
nef'eaanry that they were jnore reaponaive to the acientific march of the world. 
Science waa dynamic force in a maii'a life and therefore the apeaker wanted India'a 
youtha to he vanguarda of human progresa. He aaked the yoiitha to build op a 
pure acientific outlook in life and to briii^ a change in the aytem of education 
which would make them more happy and aucceeafnl. Co operation of leadera in 
acience and their followera waa to make great atridea in human progreaa. He 
wanted every young roan irreapectivc of aez to realiae that life being dynamic 
ahould never be wnated and every inch of education muat be utiliaed to help the 
apeed aud progreaa of human civilization. 


The Nagpur University Convocation 

The following ie the text of the Address delivered hy LL*Col, T, J, Kedar, 
B, A,, L,L. B.t J/. L, A.f Vice-Chancellor, at the Twentieth Convocation of the 
Nagpur University held on the 29th, November 1941, 

After reviewing the work of the Univeraity in the domain of education. 
Mr. Kedar aaid 

But what availa it a young man who haa got hia degree and even preaen'ed 
hia aoul. but has lost hia body f We are not satisfied with what we are doing in 
this respect ; physical exercises, inter>collegiate matches, athletic events— even 
wrestling and boxing which we are shortly introducing— these by themaelveB are 
valueless, if they have not succeeded in creating among our young men a passion 
for keeping clean and vigoroua the tools with which Nature has equipped them for 
the struggle for existence. And, indeed live as we do in a world resounding with 
the clash of arms, we require man-made weapons too. It is perhaps a sign of the 
times that the Ohancellors and Vice-Chancellors of Universities should have 
bestowed on them the military ranks of Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel. My 
ambition, however, is to see these ranks within the reach of our graduates. I want 
to see every youn^ man who seeks to obtain a degree at my hands to satisfy me 
that he has, besides passing his examinations, imbibed something of the martial 
spirit and discipline. Expansion of the University Training Corps is the obvious 
step for achieving thia object, but the mills of Government grind slow and 
hesitant. As a second alternative, the University passed an ordinance requiring 
every student prosecuting a course for his first degree to undergo a test in 
shooting. This involved no burden on the public purse ; but for reasons of 
policy, which it is diilicult to appreciate, the requisite sanction of Government for 
the purpose has not been forthcoming. Time is, however, on our side and the 
Athenian and Spartan conceptions of education must coalesce into each other. We 
must revert to the old Mahabharat ideal of a student ao beautifully expressed in 
the following verse : 

(la the front, the four Vedas ; at his back, the bow with arrows ; on one side 
the spiritual force achieving its object through the mi^t of words, on the other 
side, imysical prowess achieving its end through the use of arrows.) 

This brings me ^o the burning topic of the day. Whatever you may do 
hereafter, you must have an ideal of fre^om before you. Of necessity, this fredom 
has got to be political, but it must preserve your national tradition and secure 
liberty of opinion for all. This can only be done under a democratic system and 
under no other system. At the same time you must remember that national 
patriotism is not enough for maintaining, if not securing, political freedom. You 
ought to have a wider outlook and the challenge of Hitler to the political freedom 
of sovereign states has got to be met The present war is an eyeopener and it haa 
revealed that the idea of completely independent national sovereignty is now neithcf 
a desirable nor a possible one. The new world which will be evolved out of the 
war will be a world of Federation of Democracies, for the great industrial rsvolatkm 
that has ti^n place in tlie field of war has made it impossible for any eue natUm 
to survive in a war with a bigger and more powerful nation bent on aggressim. 
It is pertinent to note the observations oi a famous English author in this 
oonneewm : 
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"Hie idea of nationlity which, wiUi that of democracy, dominated the poliiioal 
pattern ^ of man^ Uvea throughout the nineteenth century, despite ita temporary 
revival in the war of 1014—18 which gave birth to so many small nation States, haa 
no levolutionafy place in the twentieth century. That is not to say that national 
patriotism^ will not survive this war and Uiat it has not, still, in some of its 
manifestations an importont and valuable ))art to play in the history of mankind. 
But it is to say that the idea which so much typihea nineteenth century democracy 
that freedom meant national freedom, that independence meant sovercism 
independence of national groups, however small, tiiat the nation-state was the sole 
vessel within which the great conception of democracy could be contained, haa 
ceased to be a revolutionary idea.” 

If then federation is a necessity, and if we must have a federation of 
democracies you have to consider whether the British Commonwealth of Free 
Nationa wilt not be an ideal pattern foi* your acceptance. 

Unity In Demoeraey 

It is said ^at complete unity is essential for the existence of a democracy. It 
is urged that since the attainment of complete unity is well-nigh impossible, them 
is no hope of establishing a democracy in tliis country. 1 would ask you not to bo 
carried away by despair. Complete unity never existed and will never exist in any 
democracy. What we have got to find is a basic unity. Is there no unity so far 
as the political goal is concerned ? Is there no unity so far as religious ideal ia 
concerned ? Is there no unity about the need of industrialisation f Is them no 
unity on the doctrine of equal opportunities for all ? The Indians are united in 
the fundamentals of the moral and material progress of the Indian ^iety and 
though there has been occasional tension we need attach no ezaggorated imixurtanoe 
to it. I do not believe that the arithmetical pro|)Ortions for which conflict fa waged 
ill certain quarters can be and will be allowed to veto the political advancement of 
the whole people. 

Toleration and Compromise 

I must, however, emphasise that unity will never grow within a demoeraey 
unless there is a frank recognition of differences of opinion and itcrcst. It means 
a cultivation of a habit of mind which will ensure tolerance and a spirit of 
compromise. These are the essential foundations of a democratic government. We 
must in this matter imitate the British people who have best developed this habit 
of mind. Mr. Francis Williams says tiiat this characteristic ixilitical tolerance 
of the British people is the result rather of good fortune than of deliberate striving, 
it is possible we may not have that good fortune but we can certainly strive 
for it and I do not see any insuperable obstacle in achieving the result. 

losistenee on Discipline 

It is my duty, however, to give you a warning that freedom cannot and will 
not be realist by mero indulgence in loose talk or half-baked slogans. It will call 
forth the exercise of rigofous discipline. Discipline and freedom arc inseparable 
from each other. They belong to the great antinomies which, as Dr. Whitehead 
has shown in his beautiful essay ou the subject, pervade our intelle(*tual as well aa 
moral life. But the whole art of life consists in harmonizing the two, in making 
our journey to the ideal, a rhythmic movement of disciplined freedom. The rhythm 
can oe attained only by constant searcliing to heart and conscious endeavour. The 
golden mean for that celestial harmony must vary in life from sphere to sphere. 
We shall, for example, be only misleading ourselves if wo seek guidance in educa- 
tion from false analogies drawn from politics or industry. But it is possible of 
achievement by races as well as by individuals. The island home of liberty in the 
West, has also, in the honour of its crisis, proved itself to be a true sanctuary of 
real discipline. If there is one point on which those who lead and those who oppose 
the great inesisttble movement for Indian fr^xiom are agreed, it is that freedom 
without etif-<»ntrol ia as much a curse to a people as to an individual. It has 
been truly said : 

^ “Where Order deigns to come^ 

Her sister Liberty cannot be far. 

Shall I also aay that discipline is essentially character ? A beautiful story is toM 
in the Mahahharat and I cannot resist the temptation of quottof; It. Once upon 
• time Into became jealona of the prospent, of ^ Aeum Kmg PreU^ He 
went to FtnUad in the gniM of • Biahnum and Defied him to make a tmall gift. 
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The Brahman wanictl only the of character from Prahlad which tlie latter felt 
no hcflitiitioii in mrtiiie with. Aa booh as tlic promise was made, there came out 
from the hoily or i'rahlncl a human form and when asked who it was, the answer 
came that it was »^trcn;rth ; within a few niinirtcs. another 'human form came out 
and the answer was that it was Wealth. Both the human forms declared that 
Uicy would not reside where Character did not reside. There is a great moral 
in tliis story and 1 commend it to you. 

Democratle Belief 

When I ask yon, my young friends, to consider the claims of democracy, I 
want voii to foiuis your attention on the firm io<‘k of its belief : 

*Thnt all m.n are created equal ; that they arc cndowotl by their Creator 
with inalienable rights ; that among these rights arc life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness ; that to secure these nglits, governments arc .instituted among men 
deriving their just rights from the consoiit of the governed ; that whenever any 
form of government became dcstnu tive of these ends, it is the right of the ])eople 
to alter or abolish it and to institute new government laying its foundation on 
such ]>ri:)ci]'1c8 and organising its ]>owor6 in such forms as to them shall seem 
most likely to oPci t their safety and happiness.’’ 

This was the belief ex])rosscd in the def.'lAration of American lndci>en(lcncc. 
It was cs*hoed in similar language in tbc first clauses of the rights of man of the 
National Assembly uhi^'h followed tlie French Bevolution. It was also echoed by 
leaders of tlic democratic movement in Britain when the political revolution came 
after the British habit more slowlv and more constitutionally than in cither 
America or France. This belief whhrh is the foundation of democracy and which 
was enunciated for the first time in 1776 was intended by the leaders of the 
American Uevohition to create a new pattern of society ; in other words, a revolu- 
tion in the world. It should be remembered that before 1776 there had l>ccn 
governmentB by right of birth or by right of wealth, governments by strong men 
or priests or kings or soldiers but never government by the people. 

Equality— what Is meant 

I do not want you to misunderstand the implications of the phrase that all 
men are crested equal. What is meant is that althongb men may differ enormously 
ns individuals,’ yet as niembcrs of society they are equals and they have an 
equal right to decide who shall govern them and to what purpose. 
Toe least of us has the same right to liappiness as the best of us and an equal 
claim to life and liberty. If society docs not recognise those r^bts then it is 
not he who is at fault but society ; for these are the ends of society the purposes 
for which it exists and by which alone it is justified. 1 know that the ideal of 
democracy has received a set-back owing to the failure of the democratic natioaa 
to give the majority of their members a steady and persistent consciousnesB that 
they, the )>cople, own the State. They have not succeeded io breaking down the 
distinction between *they” the government and *'we*’ the ordinary people. But this 
surely is not the failurs of democratic belief. It shines with the same effulgence 
with which it did in 1776. May I not hope that this should be a task for the 
riaiiig generation in India and that they should by their united will and effort 
assisrln securing a full operation of Uia democratic belief to the lasting good of 
mankind. Can there be a nobler task than this 7 
Atlantle Charter # 

Of late, an acute controversy has started over what is called the Atlnntic 
Charter. In my homble opinion, the declaration of American Independence, an 
extract from which has bera quoted above, is the true Atlantic Charter of demo- 
cracy. The Atlantic Charter of 1B41 may be a charter of Britiah and American 
democracy but it is not and cannot be a charter of democracy as such. 1 Uiiok 
it may be permlssilile in n limited eenso to talk of British dMoeraev, American 
demoeracr or Indian demooracw but when wa talk of the ehaiter of democracy, 
it must be with reference to tne principlea enunciated in 1776 by the fnthera of 
modern demoeiaey. Democrecy being the politicnl nffirmntion of the importnnea 
of the common man, nny nttempt to whittle down the charter of democracy is 
likriy to prove dianetrous to denMcmoy Iteelf. I do not think the people of Britnia 
or Amerkm will oooatenniico saeh on attempt. We must bare^ howewer, onlionee. 

To-day, most of yon ssay be Miog relieved of the nuisanoe of fune-tnbles, 
test-bo^ end talon. Bat the liber^ that you thus obtain will hm lo bo 



-30 KOV. *41 1 THE BENARES UNIVKRSITY CONVOCATION 361 

controHed hy Mlier restrauiti appropriftte to your ocw aUtion in life. You will 
have to lorKC for youraelf new bonda. tender and true, wide and atrong. 

Banadietlaa 

My young frienda, you attain your academic majority today, on which the 
whole Convocation joiua roe in concrratulating you.* But tbia iropoaca on yon even 
greater reaponaibilitiea. By your achievements we ahall be judged, by your failtirea 
we ahall be censured, by your aiicceas we ahall be bleaacd. And so I repeat once 
again and pray that you ahow yourselvea worthy of the Univeraity. May the 
choicest blcsainga of Providence, in all their freahncaa and fnllueis. be akowered 
upon you ! 

The Benares Hindu Univeruty Convocation 

The following ia the text of the address delivered hy the Bight Honourable 
Sir TeJ Bahadur Sapru P, C., K. C, 5. /., If. .4., L Allahabad) \ D. C. Z... 
(Oxford) ; JP. Litt.^ {Benares) ; L,L, D., (Osmama\ at the Annual Coni^ocation 
of the Benares Hindu University held on the SOih Sovember, 1041, 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor. Members of the University, Gradiiates, ladies and 
Geutleroen, 

Let me at once say how deeply grateful I am to you for the honour yon have 
done ittc by asking me to address you at this Convocation — an honour which 1 
appreciate all the more because my association with this University has been only 
nominal and my services to it absolutely nil. I know you have beeu truly 
generous to me, for a few years o^o yen spontaneously conferred on me a degree 
which 1 feel I had done nothing to deserve. I also realise that in asking me to 
deliver thia address you have shown a spirit of tolerance well worthy of a house 
of learning for no one la more conscious than I am of an inherent vice in me. 
1 have been practically all my life n dissenter— a non-conforniisr-^iii the domain 
of reliKioua and political orthodoxy— in short an intellectual individualist who baa 
suffered more than he had any right to ex|)ect. 

After m frank confession like this, let me tell you that my non-conformity has 
not stood ill the way of my appreciation of the noble ideals which have inspired 
tbc founders of this great institution and which arc so earnestly cherished by them 
in their daily work— ideals which also actuate ita teachers and which, 1 sincerely 
ho|ie, are sedulously striven after by the diousatids of young men who have been 
privileged to imbibe the spiiit of their Alma Mater in the most formative part of 
their lives. 

Of the founders of this University several have left the scene on their earthly 
activities. They, however, live in our memory, lliere are some whom we can 
never forget and to whom we can never pay our debt of gratitude. The great name 
of Mrs. Annie Beaant, the founder of the Central Hindu College, which was the 
nucleus of tbia University, will occur to everyone. Not a Hindu by birth, she 
became a Hindu by choice and summed up in her life all that ia best in Hindu 
philosophy and Hindu thought, and became to many to us, even to those like me 
who never accepted her as a religious or spiritual guide, a beacon-light in the still 
and afterwards stormy waters of politics. Then, there comes back to my mind the 
figore of Bir Bunder Lai — a name honoured in law and in many other departments 
ot life bMidea — but above all for his practical gifts, unbending rectitude, 
unquestionable personal iutegrity and unadvertiacd benevolence. Not many men 
of this generation know bow more than 25 years ago he willingly placed his 
unrivalled talents at the disposal of this University, how be preparra the ouuinw 
of the legialation which now governs it, how he removed the suspicions which 
in those far-off days clouded the minds of those in power at Delhi and Bimla. 
bow he conquered idt opposition, bow he piloted the Benares Univeraity Bill and 
thus made it possible for tliis Univeraity to be born. Thaf is a name which 1 
have always held in the bigheat veneration. I could easily multiply o^er nameiH- 
names of generous benefactors from among Princes and commonera-^ut I refrain. 
But there IB one name, the bearer of which is happily with pa and that ia a name 
which will always remain imperishable in the annals of this Univeraity. 
with* the weight ol 80'yeera but poeaessed of a heart, which nnlaon 

with every ceU of duty, and a head, that ie ctmitantly thinklig of how bmt to 
promote ibm abiding intereata of the country and pardeularly of Une 
hia fondtai child— Pandit Mohan Malaviya’a presence in om midst mnit 
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bt A foaree of iniplntion to «?ory one of ne. A lifiog ewnple of whet 
faith in one'e ideals can aobie?e, in him yon can see that moil rare of thinge— a 
weU-proportioned combination of lofty idealism and praetieal realism eo fir ae 
this university is concerned. 1 am enre I am voicing the sentiments of every 
one in this gatliering and of the entire Hindu community when I say that it is 
our earnest wish and prayer that he may be spared to ns and to this University 
for many years to come. 

You will perhaps permit me now to say how dilBcult I find my task on this 
occasion to be. During the last several years my services have been reqnisitioned 
by several Universities to deliver convocation addresses. It may be that when a 
man has reached my years it is perhaps presnmed that he mast have an 
inexhaustible fund of platitudes. It is, however, forgotten that there is not much 
room for platitudes left in the make-up of a case-hardened lawyer who has 
daily to deal more with the seamy side of life than with the bright. 1 nmetimes 
think that the time has come when Indian Universities should serioifily think 
as to whether they could not dispense with ceremonial addresses on occasions 
of this character. 

There is, as I have ]ust said, a ceremonial side to onr convocations, but 
as 1 view the whole matter, it seems to me that their serions side is of far 
greater consequence, for while on the one band your alumni come to take leave 
of you after their five years' stay under your fostering care and protection and 
you send them out declaring to the world that they have earned recognition at 
your hands, they enter the bigger University of the World after leaving your 

S irtals without knowing how the world is going to treat them. The bigger 
niversity of life, into which they are about to enter, has its own tests. I assume 
that you have endowed them with certain intellectual and moral gifts, that you 
have unfolded before them the meandering tale of humanity, its trinmphs . and 
failures, its appreciation, howsoever fragmentary, of truth, its failure to avoid 
error, its conquest of nature, its advancement in knowledge, science and civilieation, 
and its relapses into savagery and barbarism. The young men, therefore, whom 
you are sending out today, deserve your best sympathy and support. At the same 
time you too are entitled to expect that the mental and moral equipment, with 
which you are launching them into the uncharted seas of life, may be their ahield 
and protection against those perils which are awaiting them. 

I am rather anxious to speak of those perils and speak of them with; absolute 
candour. I have a very vivid recollection of my college days in the early nineties 
of tlie last century. The Calcutta University bad been established in 1858, the 
Allahabad University had followed in 1887, and by the nineties of the last century 
the process of leavening up had been sufficiently long at work in Northern India. 
On the intellectual side the creed of many of us lu tD^se days was summed up 
in the famous lines of Tennyson : 

Not ill vain the distance beacons. Forward, forward let us range. 
liCt the great world spin for ever down the ringing grooves of change. 

Thro* the shadow of the globe we a weep into the younger day : 

Better fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay. 

We in these Provinces had out ourselves adrift from onr old moorings. 
Sanskrit learning, except perhaps in this holy city, was at ita nadir and if ever 
we oared to know what our ancient forefathers thought or laid on matters of 
human intsreat, we placed our bands on the bookshelves of a library to pick out 
the ponderous volnmfs of the orientalists of the West, the most popular among 
them being Max Muller. Ooeasionally the earnest among us satisfied onr consdeuce 
and ‘national’ pride by acquainting ourselves with the writings of Dr. Bhandarkar 
and Dr. Ralendra Lai Mitter. We found some of them very pleasing, partieularly 
so when they fed our pride as Hindus, and some of ns took Max Muller far too 
seriously and imagined to ourselves that the last word in human wisdom^ had been 




poetry of the ‘nightingale’ and the *ioee’ 
Mainoon, and Yuani ana Znlekha were ' 


Majnoon, and Yuanf ana Znlekha were beginning to be ousted by Shelley, Keat^ 
Byron, Wordsworth and Tennyeon. OuJib had not come Into hia own and 
Iqbal’s voice had not yet been heard. There were others whoae emancipated 
Intellect bruahed aaide all that black learning with a smile and assnmed that onr 
ttlsgaided ancestors lived more in a world, whidi waa far too crowded with thinge 
of the spirit and too detached from the reality of matter. In abort, we had the 
eeU-aMoranoe of youth zetnloroed by a rapeeme ignonmee of our peek The light 
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thMt came from the W«§t was far too daazlin}i; for ns. We knew somethinp; of or 
about the ^eat acjetitiats of the West, particularly those of England, acien lisle 
whose inventions or diMoverim had led to the growth and development of industrial 
life of the West and given birth to that capitalism in the defence of which a |>art 
of the mad world and for the destruction of which another part of tlie same mad 
world are flying at each other’s throat today. This science loo, we realised, had 
given it mastery of the seas and established tlie political domiiintion of tbo restless 
West over the stagnant and sluuibering continents of Asia and Africa. Apart 

from the influence of scientists, which unsettled our minds so much in those 
far-ofT days, I can recall the all*pervading influence of Kdninnd Burke, and 
particularly of John Stuart Mill, John Moiiey and Herbert Spencer on our minds. 
John Stuart Mill’s CBsa>s on Lihertv, on the Freedom of Woman and Representa- 
tive Government were our political Bibles. You could question them only at the 
risk of being accused by your conlempornries of unforgirablc heresy. IJescTibiug 
the state of mind of the 'Kniinent Victorians’, wlio lived and moved in those 
days, of which John Morley was a tyi>e, Mr. Churchill says in his ’Grest 

Contemporaries* : 

'^A varied but eclcct so(*iety, observing in outward forms a strict, conventional 
morality, advanced its own culture, and was anxious to spread its amenities ever 
more widely through the nation. A sense of safety, a pride in the rapidly opening 
avenues of prog^s, a confidence that boundless blessings would reward political 
wisdom and civic virtue, was the ac.'epted basis upon which the eminent Victorians 
Jived and moved. Cun we wonder ? Every forward step was followed by swiftly 

resided advantages : the wider tlie franchise, the more solid the Htatc ; the fewer 

the taxes, the more abundant the revenue : the freer the entry of goods into the 
island, the more numerous and richer were the umrkels gained abroad. 'J'o live 
soberly then, to walk demurely in the siuishiiic of fortune, to shun external adven- 
tures, to avoid entangling comiuitmciits, to enforce frugality upon Govern meats, to 
liberate the native genius of the country, to let wealth fructify in the pockets of Uie 
people, to oi>en a career broadly and freely to the talents of every elnss, these were 
the paths so clearly niarkeu, so smooth, so easy of Access, and it was wise and 
pleasant to tread them”. 

,Tobu Motley’s serenity of mind and faith in the permanence of the stale of 
society, which has been depicted in the above passage by ^Ir. Cburcbill, war rudely 
shaken by the ’entrance’ of Great Britain into world war though he hud already 
failed to draw the right conclusions from the successful challenge which .Inpaii, an 
Asiatic country, hau for the first time tlirown to Uussia. Nevertheless it must be 
admitted that he was true to his cmivictions. The state of Victorian society and 
its mental make-up, which Mr. Churchill lias painted, is perhaps not wholly line of 
England today, but the ]K)iut to note is that although wc in India lived 0,(XK) miles 
away from England, we a<MC].ttf(l the ideals of Vh toiiaii society in England as 
uuchaugenble iioslulatcs. We hnnkcied after them, and wondcrid at first that they 
could not be reproduced in India. Of course all this is true only of the intclligent- 
sia of those davs, that is to sny, that section of the intclligcntHia which had come 
under the spell of the West. The rest of the po]»ulaiion knew nothing of these 
BlirringR in the throbbing minds of the young men of those days. It worshipped 
its g^s, as our unecstors had done before, it followed its customs and usages, 
it hated moderiiism in thought and conduct, and it reconciled itself to its fate 
whenevir things went wrong with it. « . « 

While this was the state of our society, sny if) or CO years ago, influences 
came into being siiiiultanconsly, which cannot, und in my opinion sboiild not, be 
ignored. If the Bramho Scinoj — earlier in date — made a h nr i ted appeal to the 
intellectual olnsRcs in JV'iigal, the Arya t^aronj under the inspiring personality 
of Bwami Days Naml made an appeal to a larger section of wople in 
Northern India and certain other parts. 1 am not called upon to discuss its 
]>rincipleB. It is enough for me to i>oint out that being a prolestant rooyiment 
it threw a challenge to immobile orthodoxy and thus came into conflict with the 
conservative elements. It also came into conflict, as it was liound to, with certain 

firoselytisiiig creeds. Nevcrthtlcss its influence on the vast masses of Iliiidti 

society was deep and extensive. While on the one hand there were peoide. who 
looked upon it not merely as a reformist body but as a l^y *^1* revolutloiiis- 

ing certain cherished beliefs and practices, on the other band there were otnewa 

who deiiouiic^ it as a revivalist body. In fuirncss to it, must, however, be 
confessed even by those who were and have been ciiiical of U from one imiiit of 
view or the other, that its work in the social and educational fields haa been of 
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immeDse value to the country. In any caae. it was the firat oncaniaed movement 
which apart from ita TeligiottB fervour aimed at aocial aervice. Simnllaneoiialyt 
or almoat aimultaneoualy with it, came into eziateiice a new achool of thought 
repreaented by the llieoaophical Society, and 1 very well remember the time whui. 
thoae amonisat ua who tbout'lit that India waa fact moving awax Srom ita ancient 
mooriiiKa, sought refuge in occultiam and esoteric doctrines and worked as a 
brotherhood under the leaderahip oC men and women born in the West, who were 
in revolt againat the *'materialism” of Etiro|)e and found a solace in the apirittia>^ 
Item of the East It waa, and haa been, I think, primarily a movement of the 
intellcctiial claaaea. Nevertheless it must be admittM even by Ua critica that its 
work also in social and educational fields baa by no means been negligible. Inde^ 
more positive language may be need and it may fairly be said that in a way it led 
to the establishment of this University and many other educational iaaiitnUona in 
the country and to the revival of much of our forgotten culture. Other religious 
and social reformers s))rang up. 1 shall not refer to them in detail but abali con- 
tent myself by saying that no true historian* of Hindu society can ignore or mini- 
mise the influence which raramhansa Ram Krishna, 8wami Vivekananda or Swamt 
Ram Tirtlia produced on subsequent developments. 

In short in the spiritual and intellectual apberes of life there were half a 
century ago or more two influences at work : one obviously western in its origin 
and the other equally obviously eastern. While tbit was happening a aew move- 
ment, professedly political, also came into birth and that was the Indiaa National 
(ingress, but here again let me point out to you, what is apt to bo forgotten by 
men of this generation, that the real father of this movement was an Etiglishmaa— 
Allan Octavius Utime. a member of the Indian Civil Bervice— aud in this I abali 
be borne out by one of the few survivors from among bis first apostles— I refer ta 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. It attracted to itself from the very beginning a 
large and growing number of the intellectual and profes - nal classes, men who 
had drunk deep of the political wisdom of Edmund ^urks; Thomas ilabbingtoa 
Macaulay, Jphn Bright, John Stuart Mill, John Morley and William Ewart Glad- 
atone. Among the early fathers of the National Gongresa you will find many 
English names, now almost forgotten by the present generation but still revered 
by men of my generation. They were the first pioneers of that love of freedom 
which is now the common heritage of us all, but in those days the Congress spoke 
with bated breath. It asked for nr.d it appealed for the gradual introductions, the 
establishment <Sl simultaneous exominatioiiB for the Iroi)€riRl aervices in India, the 
larger association of Indians with Government in the actual task of adniinistraiion, 
and things of that kind. It was described by lA)rd Diifferin as a microscopic 
minority. It was ignored first, ridiculed next and oi>enly BiiB|>e(*ted later. It waa 
bound to come into conflict with tliose in authority, it maintained that it had tlie 
right to interpret the minds of the people correctly, it claimed that it knew on 
what lines people were thinking, what they were aspiring after, what they 
approved of and what they did not. The claim of the Congress to be 
representative of the people was absolutely denied in those days. It waited 
and waited, it sent its deputations to England, it carried on its agitation 
in India mostly among the educated classes until a time arrived when in tliis 
very city of Benares it held a scBsion over which one of the wisest and most far- 
sighted leaders of that generation presided— I refer to Gopal Krishna Gokhale. It 
was then that it demanded a constitution similar to those of the self-governing 
colonies or dominions and from that moment forward a new chapter was opened in 
onr political life. A yesr fatcr the great Dadabhai Naoroji presided over the Calcutta 
Congress and for tho first time he )mt forward the demand for 'Bwaraj’. AVbat 
did this word mean ? 'J'o dcnmiid Bwaraj was in those days held in oflicial circles 
to be a crime— the crime of sedition. It is interesting to recall at Ibis diatoAce 
of lime that the matter seriously engaged the attention of two learned JmkM of 
Calcutta High Court, namely, Mr. Justice Harada Charati Mitra and Mr. Juidee 
Fletcher. A Conference had met at Khulna. A certain speaker had aske^ for 
Hwara], which expression was translated oAieially as an 'indepeiidoni govcrdis^t.* 
The speaker was tlien bound down under section 118 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. He then movcil the High Court, and 1 shall give ypn here ^st a short 
extract from the report of tliis case. In the course of argumeiita the following 
observations were exchanged between the Bench and the Bar 

Jiitra y.— What is the exact word need 7 

Mr, White (Deputy Legal Remembrancer)— BwaraJ. 

Mitra What does it mean 7 
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Lordship can saj it better, but I imdcrstaiid it meana to 
remove the Government. 

Mitra J—If that be Us meaning, then no editor or writer here is sale. It 
cannot mean ^t. 

¥T.* j* ^ ^ • particular political party in India f 

Indian likes to have Swaraj, meaning Home Uule. 

Mr, IrAire— Jljey may hope so, and there is no harm in that. 

FUtchtr If. it means Che Colonial form of Govern nlent, it is a legitissate 
aspiratiou of the people. 

Mr, Jackson (Counsel for the accused)— The literal meaniug of the word is 
self-goyernment-^'swa' means -seif* and ‘raj* meniiH ‘government*. Mr. Dadahhoi 
Naoioji initiated the word in his apoe^^h as President of the last Cshmtts Congress. 

Mitra J—Spe^iiig for mvself, I can say that the word was uaed by Mr. 
Dadabhai Naoroji in the sense of 'self-government*, and is being translated in the 
Bengali language in the same sense. 

Ultimately in their jiuigmeiit the Court held that it meant Home Rule but 
that self -government would not necessarily mean the excUihioii of the present 
government or itidei^endence. It may mean, as it is well understood, government bv 
Uie people themselves under the King and under British sovereignty. Tlie wor«it 
therefore, stood the challenge that was thrown. to it in a court of law. It was 
not, however, until 1921 that it received the imprimatur of approval from the 
higheet quarter^ for iir His Royal message to the Indian Legislature through the 
Duke of Connaught His Ms)etiy ol>8erved as follows 

For years, it may be for generations, patriotic and loyal Indiana havs dreamed 
of Bwaraj for their uiotheiiand. To-day you have hegiunings of Swaraj within mv 
Empira ; and widest scope aud ample opi^ortunity for progress to the lit>crty wldeu 
my other. Dominions enjoy. 

Bill the year 19il marked the beginning of a new chapter altogether in our 
contemporary history, lire Congress then adopted a new ideal or ohject-^different 
perhaps from, that which Mr. Justice Mitra said the word *8 wars)* implied. We 
broke away from the trailitioiial loethods of work, new cries came into vogue ; a 
new. ailuatioii arose under a new leadership. There were defections from its ranks, 
but die lossi was more than made uu by the huge accession to its strength. The 
movement was then sought to be made a mass movement and it did bewme 
thak to a great extent. Tbe tbiuking was done bv the few, and the enlhusiaam 
was furni^ed, as always happens in such cases, by the iiuiiiy. Wo were told that 
new ethical weapons must be forged for our political battiee. Whether the cries 
or the methous were really, new or were a revival of old ones^ is a question on 
which oi>inion may well differ, but they caught the fancy of the massw. One 
diing, however, ia certain and that is that under the new orientation of nationalism 
— an Msertivc and defiant, nalioualism— suffering or the readiness to. suffer was 
couaifkred as Uie most nowerfub aud effective srsapon and the acid, teat of 
patriotism. Western methods of IKc, at least Western methods of dre^, tin me 
of the English language in our political work came to be decried. Fos u time, 
but only for a short time, the UkiduB and tbe Mohamedans seemed to embrace 
each other. It did not, however, take long before differences gnw among’ us. If 
even unity of ideals would Be claimed at that time, it was plain that there wns 
a great diversity of metbodh of approach to those idetlo. Fdr onoe an. opjm 
challenge seemed to have been thrown to the Week I say 'seemed*, beoaust it^d 
not take the West long before it regained Us ssesndancy over our minds. ViotenaD 
liberalism, we were asnred, was dead, aud aometbing new had Ur be kistalMl in 
Us place. Again tbak Hoiaetbing new came from the West. We dethroasd Mhn 
Btnart Mill, «l^n Mosley and every other god of that pantheon from, their hii^ 
pedcatala. We replaced them by Karl Marx and Lenin. London began to lose 
its hold and Moacovr began to cast its spell over us. Msii came . to be fookad npM 
essentially as an economic, being and if the economic basis of our life, eoiild be 
changed in India, we were told the galea of paradise would be within sight* *I"ere 
was,iiowever, nothing peculiar to India in all this. The West* itasli waa doriog 
this period pitifully lorn by conflictiiig loyalties to divergwt oteeds and aueh la 
the aaeendancy of the West over the lu^Kan mind that the cncs nod the alogaiia, 
which rent thn welkin ia the Went, were re-oeboed in India. Aa Lord Bryoo aaya 
of tbe West ia hit ‘Modern Democradea" s . ^ 

‘The pc hT new faetor (within EMrope) ia the emergenee of a doctrine immarily 
oebnomio bni ip ita eonaeqncncca pofiticid, and embodyinc ilaeif in the pnieet of 
thoso •eotiena of the oommimity which liUici 
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•anlag it othanriie Ilian hj manual labonr, to aa to onata and thanerfortli 
maintain a nniformity of material condiUona, perkapa along with the prohibition of 
private property.** 

I myaelf aaw aomething of thia confiiet of ideaa during mv repeated vialta to 
Europe and eontacta with different people there during the eight or tea yeara 
preceding the war. Shortly before the war 1 waa in France and aome other 
eonntriea of Europe. Aa a foaeigner it would be impmdent, if not andaciona, on 
my jpart to ezpreaa any dogmatic opiniona on thoae eonntriea. bnt from what I 
aaw fa Germany a year or two hefoce the war, I can any that it did not come to 
me aa a furpiiae that in 19 ;j 9 war broke out in Europe, involving practically the 
whole of the world ; nor did it come to me aa a aurpriae that France feU after a few 
weeka* atruggte. Thoae impieaaioaa have been further atrengthened in my caae by 
aome of the booka that have recently come out, particularly the book by Andre 
Manroie, which vividly deecribe the condition of things in France daring Uie 
invasion. 

The thoughtfnl among you are bennd to ask youraelvea aome learching 

J iuaationa. What ia going to be the future of the civiltsatiou of the West t la 
t going to be a perpetual fight between one lam* and another *iam', between one 
theory and another, between one net of ideas and another 7 la humanity going to 
be bled to death and civilisation going to disappear becanae the ^enioa of scientiata 
and the untold wealth of Western countries baa invented, or ia inventing, diabolieal 
maohinee wbieh can bring ns only the peaee of the grave T Wew onr aneeatora, 
at whose ignorance we often marvel, leee happy than we are today ? If Europe 
hai got to make a choice today between rival Iheorica. must we also neceaaarily 
make the same choice T If the indepcodenoe of the warring countries in the Wee^ 
which have for centuries, or at any rate for a very long time, enjoyed complete 
freedom within their iiordera, can be trampled under feet within a few weelm in 
the date of eome and a few months In the ease of others, what is going te happen 
to that independence which wc are aspiring after 7 Can non-violence be our shield 
against a ruthlem aggressor who believes, or affects to believe that he has a mission 
from God or from anti-God 7 Must we copy civilized Europe in organising 
violence for auppreasing the freedom of otliers who want to think their own 
thoughts aud live their own lives 7 Hast humanity be cast everywhere in every 
eliaae and country into the same mould 7 Must human thought and conduct be 
atandardiaed everywhere 7 There are many more queationa which I coiild suggest 
lor your oonaideration. It would be preaiimptuona on my part to anBW(.r any one 
of those questions dogmatically but 1 do suggest that at a critical juncture like this 
there must be some men in the country, who should consider it their duty to apply 
their minds to these ^eationa and to enlighten their leaa-knowing countrymen. 
Am I indulging in vaiTi hope when I any that agiio for ibeae 'aomy men', we 
mnat look to our Universtliee 7 

Speaking of the Universities of the West in the early part of the^ineteenth 
cantor^ a learned American writer says 


only scientific but also political 
menta they played a algnif 
political evolution of the various countries. German universities. 


I Universitiee of the period were not 
oentns. By ‘ ‘ 

role in the imlitical evolution of the various countries. German universities, aoeh 
aa Berlin sod Bmilau, led the nationalistic movement during the War of libmtioB 
(1813-14) ; their professors and students through organisstiona aneb as the 
BanadienBchaft ediiioated the general public politically and spread the idea of 

national unity .Guiiot, (jpusia and Yillemain in Paris aided in the Hbemliaatioii 

of FMnoh poIUioa..^paniah miiveraltiea were instrumental for the downfall of 
Napoleon and in the apreading of liberal doctrines. Copenhagen and Christiania 
(now Oalo) universities were oentraa of Uaaiih and Norwegian nationalism, Wanaw 
and Vilna of Polish and Pear of Hungarian. Moscow, Kasan, Kharkov, Bt» 
Patariiburg and Kiev promoted Slavic atudics and were the nuclei of intelieeiani 
aa'well as political pan-BlavIsm**. 

1 have often wondered whether our Univeriitiea are discharging thia fnaetioii 
in the manner in which they should, lliere ia a eultural and an inwleOjUud 
rida to our national movement in the development and gnidanoe of 
Uwivicsitiaa can pli» a giaat^ hononrable, and enduring pai^ Tot be 
fnmk with you I do nht look upon it as a oontinbotion to Oie T 

.dBoApmot, of politioel ideas or the stieogtiwDiM of the oational 

Ifcnl we dhottld hen lo much of itrilni in out Uaieenitioi end Oolli|% v 

ue lentimenle end the unbounded energy of our youth lie itilMi 
; leedeii— ihoiild be di a a ip a t ed in the lepetition of n“"r Tlnjii n ij 
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r formtiice of peripatetic excrciics necesaartly involved in proecaaiona of pioteat. 

miKlit hare been more diacreet and kept silent, but 1 know that my fate for 
iitterinp; these words cannot be worse than that of stout-hearted leaders like Mr. 
Rajairopnlnchari and Mr. Satyamurti. 

S|)eakint' for myself I have no hesitation in saying that I should expect our 
Unlversitica to become the emporiums or clearing houses of our political ideas. 
1 can fairly say that i have kept in touch with the ont|)ut of our iTniversities« 
but if I may speak witli absolute candour, I think th4t excepting in very rare 
instances I Imve not seen much evidence of any effort to approach the problems 
that are awaiiing solution in a dispassionate spirit. It is unfortunate that this 
should be so, for while party has its use in practical politics, subservience to it 
on the part of those who profess to guide us has a hligbting influence on their 
minds and the mind of those whom they wish to enlighten. It has often seemed 
to mo that we pay a lip homage to the idea of nationalisin and democracy, and 
wittingly or unwittingly we have been sui>mitting to the autocracy of certain ideas 
and certain slogans. Nationalism in Europe was said to have sprung from the 
loins of the French Kevolntion. EssentiRlly it was geographical, it then became 
an ethnic phenomenon until it bciMinie clear that *^the natural goal of every .national 
movement is the creation, uinintcnauec and increase in |H>wer of a national state.** 
From the evils of iiation.nliHin in Europe— and they are and have l>cen freely 
emphasised by its critics— people have sought refuge iu internationalism and today 
in EiiroiH! you liave all these ideas in the me! ling |H>t with the result that yon 
hear more of the New Order than of **iiaiioriRlism** or...'*inter-iiationaliBm.'* Bo 
devious is human history that Democracy, nationalism and internationalism '.having 
for tho moment leceivcd the seiitoncc of the death, the will of a single man or 
of the chosen few among his followers must be impoacM iitmn all men and all 
countries. Whatever be the evils of "Nationalisni" in Europe 1 think nstioiialism 
is a necessity with us and before we think of intcr-natioualism or the New Order 
or the Federation of the world. J think we roust allow nationalism a fair chance 
ill onr own country. Its task mav be less ambitious than it was in Kiirope ; 
nevertheless it is more important in so far ns it lias got to snrmouiit dtlltciilUee 
and harriers wbi<ib are prculiar to us. The Y)eculiar mission of nationalism in 
India, with ito different religious creeds and different languages, should bo to 
federate different sections of the community giving them full freedom in matteva 
that affect them iiec'uliarly but hariicsaing them all to the aervioe of tlie common 
land. Nationalism in India must seek not to aiiiieraedc old ciilturea hut to 
supplement them by a common culture and system of life to germinate and foster 
those ideas which alone can secure the integrity of the couiilry and its uiiimpodcd 
progress. 

What then is the part which wc arc eniitted to expect dhc Ihiivcraities to play 
ill the development of onr national life ? First and foremost, 1 submit, we should 
cxfHic.t our UtiivcrsitieB not merely to impart education in modern sciences and 
different brandies of knowledge, but to bring about a sytitliesis of Indian culture. 
1 use the world *cuUure’ in its largest sense. I aliould like our young men to 
remember that Indian culture is a variegated moasie aud indeed it would be 
difKc.ult to claim for any culture in the world tliat in the ooiirsc of its development 
it had not liccn influenced by other cultures. 1 have always maintained that 
wliile it is corrctd to say that there is such a thing as Uiudii philoaophy and such 
a thing as MuBlim philosophy, it is absurd to maintiuii in tlie year 1041 that 
there is such a thing as a purely Hindu cultnre, and sucJi a thing as a purely 
Muslim culture. Ah time has gone on in our history there has boon a rmnarkable 
blending and fusion of the original Hindu culture with tliat culture, which ie 
popularly called tlic Muslim culture but which is clearly triu'eable to oountriea 
like Persia and to a certain extent Arabia, with the result that at least fn 
Northern India during the last tliieo hundred years or more a mixed eonmon 
culture has grown up which may tnil/ be said to bo ‘Indiaii culture*. It may be 
that among the Hindus, elements of Hindu thought and Hindu philosophy and 
Hindu mode of life may predominate : it may equally be that am^g the Ifu^M 
the elements of Muslim thonght and Muslim philosophy and Muslim mode of life 
may pr^omiiiate ; nevertheless the mixture of the two and its existence ae a 
single entity cannot he denieil and in my opinion it would bo wiee nor 

iiatriotic to do anything to destroy this common cultnre and for the lllhdne 
to anlMtitute for it .n nnAdultented llindn rnltunD ud for tb. to mImII* 

tatdforit Ml miodnltemtod MtMdim riiltura. ItemomiMr alto two 

hiiiMiiy i jtut oi with th. WMt hara alao gtoAmadly * 
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oar mode of Ihinfeinif and even otrr mode of life. As your dislingnished Viee- 
CtenoeUor his seid fn n rocenl book of bis with that detechmont» which is 
efasracteristie of a philosoplier, , „ . . « . - 

"Today tho wliob world is fn fusion and all is in motion. East and 

West are fcrtiiMinii; each other, not for the first time. May we not strive for a 
philosophy which will comiiine the best of European humanism and Asiatic 
religion, a i>hilo 80 {>hy profotiiider and more living than either, endowed with greater 
spintual and ethu^ai force, ediieh wiU conquer the hearts of men and compel 
fieoples to acknowledge its sway 7” 

Again at another ]>liice in tho same book. "Eastern Religions and Western 
Thought* which due to his kindoess 1 have lately been reading, onr philosopher 
Vice-Chancellor observes as follows 

* Science cannot minister to the needs of the soul ; dogmatism cannot meet 
the needs of the intellect. Atheism and dogmatism, scepticism and blind faith, 
are not the only alternatives. They are the twin fruits on the same branch, the 
))Ositive and negative poles of tlie same tendency. We cannot comb:it the one 
without combating the other. In the battle fields of S|win we find massacre, 
arson, despotic control. Both sifles are as ruthless in their action, in their war 
of erms, in their determination to stamp out the bestial thing — Marxist atheism 
or dogmatic Chnstianity. Is it a matter for surprise that some iicople believe 
that a malignant demon sat by the cradle of Uic unfortunate human race 7 

"Wc require a religion which is both stjentific and humanistic. Kcligion, 
science and humanism were sisters in an(‘icnt India ; they were allic<} in (trcef^c. 
They must combine today if we are to attract all those who are equally iiidiircrcnt 
to organi8e<l religion aiul atheism, to siipcrnaturalism and nihilism. We need a 
spiritual home, wlicre we can live without surrendering tho rights of reason or 
the needs of humanity. Rom'cncc for truth is a moral value. It is dearer thau 
Huddba or .Tesiis. 'Jriith is opposed, not to reason or the (ircck spirit, but to 
dogma and fossilized tradition. Wc cannot rest tlie case of religion any more on 
dogmatic suiicrnatiiraliKm.** 

Next 1 suggest that one groat service, which onr TTnivcrsitics can render 
to the country, is that they may encourage and foster among those who are 
committed to their charge, those habits of tlionght and conduct which alone can 
be the true foimdation of a true democracy. Again as Lord Bryce says : 

"Democracy assumes not merely intelligence, but an inteirigcnce elevated by 
honour, purifiod by sympathy, stimulated by a bciibo of duty to the community. 
U relics on the people to discern these qualities and choose its leaders by them.** 

It is remarksbie that in this matter the views of this philosopher-statesman 
of England should coincide with those of Bir Radlmkrishnan. "The future of 
dmocracy’*, says Lord Bryce, *'is a part of two larger branches of enquiry, the 
future ol reiigioo and the prospects of human iirogrcss.’* I shall you to 
compare this wise obeervation of lAird Bryce with that of Bir Radhakrishnan, 
whieb I have quoted above. Perbape you will excuse a man of my way of thinking 
tf he may venture moet heartily to emphasise what Bir Radhakrishnan has. 
in kis inimitable language, apdken of as the "opposition of truth to dogma and 


fosailiied tradiUon’*. 

The neateit need peiliape of Indian democarocy, that is yet to be, is leader- 
eblp. It Is inevitable in condition!, euch se we are witnessing today in our 
•ooDtry, that our thoughts ahoold often be ruaning on sectional or rmrty linea and 
In tha elaoh of ideal that we notice in the country, there should be not only con- 
ilel belweiB one community mid another but between one party and another. In 
the dildit of tkie claeh there is nothing mom eaey for each party and each comma- 
to oaeoM that it ia or at MMt it repreaenta the entire nation, or timt it 
eoneltatii a aeparate nation. We eometimei delude ourselves with superfieiel hie- 
tnrltnf rrlrtV When we ere qoanelling on the aueetiou of Indian langubgea, we 
Hkt Bm eeoiMieity of Ihogiingea in CRritaerland and South Africa, if we do 
■ol do woeati we tnet^ outbnrete of religiooe intolerance by pointing to eertaifi 
ehoilM In the hietob of other eonntriee and we. nlwayn Uke eare to point out thiB 
11 b tho peeae n enot the* 'third party* nad.ita. nuieninvelliiin machinntione. whidi 
ow te more vaepoodhlrthan/oiir own eoodoek onr own omiadbna. our own fnilinga 
lor Mill of dimmlCj* which ie ol the pmMni momeDi dMgnring onr pum 
^ ‘ not pfopwm (o esnmlne the Ir^ of any one ^ theee 

11 he* gmoM that eiwh ono of thmi if tm and valid, hot | 
f that wo havo aUowod: our pod* and onr pcBodiom 
It wo know ttnt thara mmaomtr e hmn ing paopio aboni^ whff 


lilm 1 do not 
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Atak that thdr ebaaoe licB in our continued diennity, why do we idey their fCMM t 
^**^.*?2 not ri« luperior to theie oondttions ? It aeema to me that If we want 
to catabli^ a really democratic itate of eoeiety and gorernment, we need not imm* 
lyaewr whole actiTity iMnly;beeauee we cannot attain perfection limaediathll, 
w adopt a natem whieh would otand test of the most lastidioua conformist to tiM 
fondaiMt^s of wes^n dempemj. We mast« therefore, look to a new kind of 
leadership in place of that whidhjmnns and ends with party su^ftremsey, Agiia, If 
1 mayjte permitted to qnote Lord Bryce.: r i i 

, ^ ^ pr^^inanoB of Party in demoeraeleo has made us, when we folk of 
lesdership, think primarily of the militant function of the general who direofo a 

E litieal campaign and bears^ like the champtons in ancient warfaie, the brunt of 
iUe in hie own person. But the best kind of leader has a duty to the whola 
people as well as to hit party. If he n in power, he must think flrit of the national 
welfare ; If he is in opposition he haa nerertheleea the reapoiiaibiiity of directing tho 
minda and the wills of a large section of the people, and of aiding or lesiNting 
the policy of the Administration. In both easea his actions as well as his riewa 
snd argumenU and exhortations, have weight with the whole nation for good or 
for ertl.’* 

1 do not expect general sgraement wUh these mews. Borne of these, 1 fear, 
may be described as mere plstitndn, they mny even be condemned si intolsrsbls 
herjBsieB, but 1 hold very etrongly that tbe' Universities roust recognise their respoa* 
sibility in providing the type of leaders, who leel that they owe duty to the wnols 
people snd not merely to tlieir party, for 1 fear at the pfeaeut moment the nation 
has receded in the background and party is occupying the forefront. Even if I am 
told by some that my whole argument reals on the falce assumption that there la 
alipady a nation in esse, 1 shall not demur to that criiiciam, but I shall ventura to 
aay that if the nation is not an accepted fact, yet the necesaity of its creation In 
m future muet be recognised by all unless, of course, we have made up our minds 
tbit India must in future consist of a loosely united congeries of different oommu* 
nitiea, actuated by different ideala and impelled by different urges. To achieve this 
object we eball have to learn the supreme lesson of compromise in lolitics— a lesson 
to which all Jburoan history bears witness, a lesson which, when forgotten, hae lad 
to diaaatrotts malts in the history of humanity. Bumming up the career of Julius 
Caewr, Mommaen says in a remarkable paaaage in fata ‘"History of Rome** : 

“Oaesar is, in fine, perhaps the only one of tbobe mighty men, who hae preser- 
ved to the eud of his career the statesman’s tact pf diieriroinating between iha 
possible and the Impossible, and hae not broken down in the task which for nobly 
edited natures is the moat dtfficiiU of all— the Usk of recognising when on ibt 
pinnacle of sncceaa, its natural limits. What was iKwaiblc lie performed and left 
the poaiible good undone for the sake of the impossible better, never disdained at 
least to mitigate by palliativei evils that were incurable.” 

If you want to be convinced of the soundneea of prinoiplei whieh fraided 
Julios Caesar, compm the Borne of his time with the Rome of the time of Muaso- 
Itnl. It is for the coltivation of aome such spirit among your alumni that 1 aania- 
stiy pl^. 

•A political ioatitution” so said a great English Btatesmm om./ls a msebint ; 
the motive power is the national character. With that it resta, wtetim the mnehluo 
will benefit eoeiety, or deatroy it. ^ Bwiaiy In this coantiy (by wWch ^ 
England) la perplaxed, almoat paralysed ; In tine It will n^e, Md It 
How are thiiilementi of the nation to Iro blandcd again togetim f In whjA 
is reorganiaation to foka place f” How this daampUpn of tba of 

three genei^a back is true of India today la a tm J?" ^ ooutigir. ^ 

kin Snaationa. therefore, which moat engan the attwthm of all j^oogMiA mm 
I thOM formoiated by Disradl. How are ^ efomeaU of Urn ‘aatioa’ fo bo 
in India t In what i|drit is that reoiRSidaa^. tolako bim T 
I easily be answered by MlSMiaBtie parly pe iftirim 



870 


TH£ CONVOCATION ADDRESSES 


I BENARES— 


abont the fdasl but as to the method of attainiiifr that ideal, or at least making the 
nearest possible approach to it. It is apiiti a tribute to the supremacy of the hold 
of the west on our minds that some of us irill not be happy unless all the features 
of the constitution of England are rcnirodttced in our future constitution. It is also 
a tribute to the supremacy of the hold of anoUicr part of the West that otliers will 
not be happy with the British model. The constitution which will make them 
happy must Sear more or less the impress of Russia or something like it Time is 
fleeting and no one can feel sure what the future has in store for Russia or for ns, 
and yet I feel that At this {uiicture our learned professors may do worse than rescue 
themsclyes from party slogans and shibboleths, study the realities of the situation, 
the possibilities and the impossibilities of a particular line of advance, which u'e 
cannot ignore excepting at our own peril, and enable us by their wisdom and 
dispassionate judgment, oy the results of their study, to arc the light. Perhnjw 
they alone can furnish toe material for tlie practical statesman^the statesman of 
whom Napoleon once said ^at *‘hiB heart should be in this head”. I am deliberately 
refraining from going into the intricacies of the various j.rohlGms which confront 
you, but I am only ooggtng that the learned among you luny justify their existence 
as Universities in the West have done in c|>oehs of luitiunal ferment by battling 
againat the forces of darkness, prejudice and passion. 

Today you have certain practical issues waiting for solution and I venture to 
make a few aumestions for your Dev)artmeut of politics. We have been told 
authoritatively that it is for Inaians to frame a Constitution. If we have to frame 
auch a GonstitutioB 4 . let ns be serious about it. The spade work must be done by 
men who have Uil time and leisure and nl)ove all a thorough knowledge of our 
country and also of ^ conatitutioiis of other countries. In our ease it ))olitical 
power is to drift iiuo Indian hands, it is clear to my mind that it cannot be 
reposed into the hands of the few. The ultimate responsibility must bw owed to the 
country at large. This being so, I assume that democracy, t. e., a form of 
government in which those who will ac*tually administer pur affaire shall in the 
bmt resort hold themaelves responsible to toe will of the many, is the only 
alternative before ns. The basis, however, of such a government must be iiopular 
frandiise. There are some among us who think that the franchise should 
lie widened^— widened to tlie extent of its Itocomiiig 'adnlt franchise*. There 
are others who look upon the existing franchise as solely or mainly respon- 
aible for those evils, real or fancied, wliicli. they any, have followed in the 
train of the Gonstitutioii of 1935. It has been suggested in some (luarters 
tluA we muat turn from the existing system to the system of Afunctional 
repreaentatiou*. The subject of functional representation, examined iu its historical 
upeet in eountriea of the West from the time of the Middle Ages, ns interpreted 
and emfdiastied under Guild Socialism iu France, Fusi'ism in Itnljr, Nasism in 
Clermany and Socialism or Communism in Russia, is one of {nscinating iiiterest—not 
without its lessons and warnings, to us all. Il is for you to come to your own 
independent conclusion though 1 confess that such study ns I have been able to 
make of it, has convinced me tliat nothing can be more disastrous to the growth 
of democratic ideas in India than the ado|vtton of this system. Similarly broad 
hints have been given in high (fuarters tliat peiiians a system of irremovable 
executive wilt auit iit better than the system under which Ministers haye got to 
depend ntxin popular vote and party strength. Again I say the queutiou requires 
careful study and it wiU< be for your professors to tell ns whether it is )>oi8ible 
for na to adopt the Ag^eriean Presidential System, or the Swiss System, or any 
other similar mtem, or prhether none of these systems will suit tlic conditions of 
India. Similarly in any lerioua attempt to study the problems of constitetion 
will bo cmlled upon to do more deep thinking about the problems of defence of 
India. The present war hat already shown tiiat the methods of defence adopted 
bithi^ are out-of-date and that instead of India being cxi)oscd to danger oiri| at 
ita North-West frontier, it is oxpoeed to dan^rs of a serious charaotec^pracmlly 
on all aides. We cannot asaunie tliat because wo do not mean to pick up a qui^l 
with an 7 other nation in the world, we need have no fear now or in futnie of any 
from outside. The world does not consist of. and has never oonaiated m 
though I believe angels too were in the habit of quanelling uimR 
ea, and there are plenty of such angola today in human form iwaat 
mtxywhim In the world, with more than one ambitious aroh-angel, aniloiia to 
embliih hie own new order. In eludying pibbleme of defence you are bound to 
ooma up agaiuel piobleme of industries, and if the pment eituation is borna in 
mM, we ORB only eome to one oonclttaion and that is that the diamiciatien of 
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faidiittriil dmiopment in our country from the prcAiIemf of defence by thoce who 
were in power bae brought them and us to the very brink of danger. I do not 
know what ie nalW at the back of the minds of those who often talk to ue from 
aeroaa the seas with ^ntifical authority about our future. I cannot lay whether 
th» wimt r^ly that India should stand on her legs in future in erery department 
of mf» including defenro. or whether the freedom of India shall be more or leea a 
replica of the freedom of Egypt with all the weakness of its position, as it 
has been demonstrated in our own times. I do not dhny that Lord Milner 
was a great statesman, but 1 maintain that history has proved that Lord Durham and 
Sir Henry ^mi>bell>Banncnnaii were greater ones, and speaking for myself I should 
like tometbing of their spirit to be iutroduced in pises of tie Ifilnsr spirit Lastly, 
and this perhaps will be the most imporUiit subject for yonr study, will be the 
question o! the Minorities. Tliere is iierhaps no one more anxious than 1 am for 
a genuine, honest and honournblc settlement with the Minorities but it may bo 
for those among you who may apply their minds to this subject, to tell us how 
beat we can proceed to achieve that end. You will have to disentangle this prob- 
lem from those knots which have been tied up in recent years are false SMumptioua, 
false reading of history and prejudices and passions. Tlie problem is one of infinite 
difficulty, but I maintain ilmt in the handling of no other problem is there greater 
necessity for a spirit of genuine compromise. Again do not forget that tlie Int^rily 
of India can never be secured and you can never have a truly national government 
unless end until you have found a place in your system for that one-third psrt 
of it which is represented by the Indian States. Not msny years ago 1 was hoping 
that we were within sight of a solution even though that solution had its imper- 
fections. I am still not without hope that seme solution may be found, but 1 
warn vou that the . problem is one of great complexity and will make tbs largest 
dsBBsnd on your patience, on your judgment and on your statesmanship. Mere 
theoretical discussions about ‘sovereignty* or causHty of conditions and rights’ 
will, I fear, not help you. The problem should, in my opinion, be epproamd 
from a atrictly pTai*tical and realistic point of view. In short, I suggest tinst our 
present task should be to prepare the framework of the Constitution, leaving It 
to experience and the varying necessities of the future to strengthen and improve 
thg superstrucinre that we may raiHo now. la sU tbit task the Icarnml anif the 
ibonghtfiU among onr University men can render ineslimabls service end 1 do^ 
Ibsrefore, suggest that under the wise gnidance of yonr Viee-GhanceUor your 
Dei^rtment of Politics may at once begrn to study all these problems, ia tbo spirit 
in which they should be in tlie calin and serene atmospbers of a Universily. 

1 am afraid 1 have already exceeded the limits which I bad prescribed fbr 
myself when 1 commenced this address, fl instead of venturing to disi'iiss educa- 
tional problems, which 1 know can be far better discussed by cdueatUmists of rspute 
and experience among you, or veferring to the Question of ttocmploymcBt among 
the edaeatsd elssses — a subject in which 1 have oeen much iiilnntted and on 
whidi 1 have written or spoken on other pistforros— 1 have ventured to draw 
your attantion to some of the current probieme of the country and to the dangers 
loomiiig ahead, it is only because 1 feet that you are kecaly iatersated in thm, 
aa Indeed you should be, aim because I am anxious that some deparliuenta of yonr 
great University may make a valuable contribution to the elucidation of aoBse 
poUiieal and coHstitiitional ideae. not in the spirit of wrangling polltlems aver 
to score dialectical victories but in that of earnest iiivcstagators of fact. ’Ilio 
atudaata themselves, to whom I am now going to address a few words, can tain 
their proper part in the process of Investigation. 1 have already sud that It la 
the fiiactioa of the Uiirversity-aiid it is an obvious im^ sdoeatlra to 

onr young men and sthnutaic t^ir latent intellectual faculties and tsitss* There 
ia» however, one apiieal that 1 shall mi^e to the stodents a^ tbM ia tlMt tto 
ahould realise that Uicir ^ncational process does not end with the tsldog of ^rir 
de g re es at the University. It is only the bcgtnniiig of a new ehaptor in tMt 
life. They must keep no their habile of study sad must, oa ao Merant^ atlw 
their ainii to trusts Unfortunately It Is only too true that ^ h^lt 
eultuii^' which mnat mark every true man of enltore througtout Wa 
not aednloualy cultivated by a large number of onr n^intcs. I .eho«M liko 
etery young man and young woman present here to nsk himeelf or harasn. 
mstlon nt the end of each day in his <w her life. *w!f*** ^ 

jky T What ndditlon to my store of knowUdgo hnvo 1 ^ 

“ \ who! is Bseesanry is tti^ you should cnWirnts^ h^.ol T 
te dm perotfedl sfiln of Ufs^ lenni to wrigh the < 
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that ara placed before tou, to correlate the theoriee of life, howpoever attractive th^ 
may appear in cold print, to tlie facta of life, and abr»ve all to cultivate a epint 
of humility and avoid that snobbery, which is very often the mark of a person of 
little learning. If this is the advice that 1 am going to give you for your intellectual 
life. I ahall only venture to euggest to you that there is a deeper life ti an mere 
intdiectual life, and that is the sinritual and moral life in the truest ecnao of the 
word. In the actual affaire of life there will !>€ many occasions on which you will 
be called upon to prove your fidelity to those principles which you have been 
taught here or which you will gather from books. i<iich occasions are the eupreme 
teste of a man*s moral vitality and I sincerely hor>e and trust that you may fully 
atand those tests. It is in the ordinary affairs of life, in your dealings witli your 
friends and with your enemies, with your iieighhours and strangers, and with others 
less happily circum si sliced than you are, that you can show whether the principles 
which you have imbibed lierc have beioinc a part and parcel of your life, and Uitis 
and tbna alone can you jnstify the reputation of this great University. There ie 
great wisdom in the old adage ^'Every tree is' known by the fruit it bears*’. Let 
the fruits of this University be such as will be its best title to glory. 


The An<Bira University Convocation 

The following is the text of the Convocation Ad/Jrces delivered hy the hrm'hle 
Jfawab Mahtli Yar Jung Bahadur ^ ‘hfemher for Education^ the Nizam's 

Executive Council and Vice-Chancellor ^ Oemania Univentity at the fifteenth 
Cottvooatim oj the Andhra University held on the 6th, December IVil, 

Your Excellency, Mr. Pro-Chancellor, Mr. Vice-Oban oellor, Ladies and 

Genllemen, 

First of all, let me express my ithanks to His Excellency the Chancellor for 
having done . me the honour of iuMibig me Id deliver the Convocalion Address at 
this young University. 1 am all the more .grateful as it gives me the opportunity 
of viaitiiig once more this enelianUng spot with its cliffs and wide expanse of sea, 
a place to ideally suited to a scat of teurnii^ ';.and to this is added the pleaauie 
of meeting oacc egaiii my fiiciid, Ur. 4;. R. Reddy, your distuiguiabed Vice- 
Oheucelior, ior whom 1 share in common with you a deep regard and affection. 

1 have a pleasant recolleclkNi of wry .‘former visit, and of the ooiirtesy and 
hospitality Of !Dt. Ueddy. lie showed me round the Univereity, and 1 remember 
admiring wihat .1 saw of it, more esjtccially .the Science laboratorica where 1 was 
struck with the air of quiet and caiucet work which prevailed in the place, while 
1 wae also deeply impressed hy what 1 learnt of the achievements in h^ieuce of 
your University. 

1 was on .a plcasaut mission. As a token of its friendship and good-will the 
State of Hyderabad had made a smali donation towards Uie objecls of the Andhra 
University, and 1 was sent to Waltair in order to discuss with the Vicc-Chaiieellor 
the allocation of the money. later on, Dr. Reddy returned the compliiMt by 
viiiting Hyderabad when he delivered with Ids customary cloqunice and breadth 
of vision the Conuecation Address of 1U38 iiefore the .Clsmaiiia llniversity. tie had 
had eon tacts with eome iieople in Hyberabad before, but the visit of wphh J am 
speaking marM tSic beginning of closer rdattons between Uie two Univereitiea 
which 1 hope will oontinue to develop. As an inaUiitco «if co operation lictweeii the 
two inaiitutione I may mendon tlie pronosod fuiblicatiou of Dr. (Sangoli'a book on 
Andhra Sculpture which ia to be printed in Hyderabad nnd pubtiahed ooajoiotiy 
by boUi the Univeniliea. 

1 belong to HydaKabnd which lica in the I'dingam, a part of Hia Exalted 
Highhcaa the Nizam’s liomitiiona, which poeacmea great bislorical intereat for the 
Andhra people. ^Iiey arc an ancient race, but no written chrontelea exiat of the 
enriieat period of their hiatonr. Whet ie known of it can be leathered from aneiciit 
kiacripilona and arclmwlogifia rriiea as well aa from the noticca of foreign travelltni 
fdbo have from time to time idaited the country. For inatnnee, the Andhra Kingdom 
li anentioned hy Megastbeoei and hy Mateo 1*610 and olkera. lliil Ilia Exalted 
Hkjhneaa the Niaam’a liomiiuoM are • veritable atordiouae of avi^unoloaieal material 
wIm throws conaide r a l ile Iqdit m nmole tlmau ]*ahr6Kihle and McoliUiie remains 
era erailcrcd ell over llie connu^, IVe-ldilorie graven, tcdieiraily known as cairns, 
era ml eibe and dolmens heve iiera euibo ra iftl et Ifanie AIL e few anSra from the 
eliy of llidcrebed, end else M Morwani end Hanamkonda. At Meaki and its 
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iMi^hbourhood in the Raiehur Diitrict, lai^e quantities of bends have Iwn found, 
aome of them bearing a resemblance to those found at Mcdienjo-Daro. 

Quite recently the remains of an Andhra city of irreat antiquity have been 
brouitbt to light at Kotidapur some fifty miles from Hyderabad. Excavations 
are in progress and obiects of great interest like ancient coins, jewellery and 
pottery have been found vrhich tell us something more about *tbe ancient Andhra 
civilization, 'iliey form a fascinating subject of study and research. 

About a year ago, a collection of 1,200 palm -leaf manuscripts, most of Uiem 
written in Telugu, was acquired by the Osmnnia University. These ancient 
manuscripts open up another field of research and may prove of historical and 
literary value. 

In times of which historical records exist, the Nizam’s Dominions formed 
the seats of more than one dynasty of Andhra Kings, for instance, the Vakatakss, 
the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas and the Knkatiyas. I’he last-named dynasty 
reigned at Vvarangal. They were great builders and have left us moiiiimeiita of 
their rule in tlie shape of forte and civil buildings which were repaired by their 
Muhammadan aucceeaorB. They alao constructed the great tanka at Takhal and 
Ramappa which exist to this day. Of the temples built by them, the one of the 
’’thousand pillara*’ near Warangal as well as those at Palampet and Pangal arc the 
most famous. 


Warangal was the ’’Andhra-nagari” of the Telugu poet Vidyanatha. It 
seems to have been a wonderful city. We are told that it had golden gates 
openini; on the high road filled with a busy traflic. Along it marched pictiireaque 
prooessions of gaily caparisoned horses and elephants and companies of foot- 
aoldiera. There were cockfights, ram-fights and other public amusements wbiidi 
attracted great crowda. The stately edifice of an Art Gallery adorned a |)ortioti 
of the city showing the love of the Andhra for the fine arts. Warangal was also 
the city in whose vicinity was composed and sung in Telugu the Maha Bhagwat 
which hat become immortalised in Telugu literature. 

An inacription found near Warangal gives a curious list of imported goods 
iocludiiig such things as ’’perfumes, toilet goods, pepper, honey, zinc, copper and 
other metals, camfdior, sandal-wood, silk thread and ivory, coral, pearls and cut 
(precious) atones, indigo, fruits and condiments,*’ on all of which duty was levied 
III kind. Borne of the items in this list show the influence of women in creating 
a demand for articles that were aids to feminine beauty. 

The ancient Andhra capital of Paithaii or PratisUianapura on the Qodaveri 


The ancient Andhra capital of Paithaii or PratisUianapura on the Qodaveri 
In the north-eastern part of the Nizam’s Dominions was an emporium of trade, 
where goods were imi)orted through the port of Broach and exported via 


Masulipatam or Masalia to countries as fsr off as China. Ivory and muslin were 
exports to Rome through Vizsgapstsm and Masulipatam. ’Jbe Roman gold and 
silver coins found in the Dominions licar testimony to this trade. Pliny complaiiia 
that India drained Borne of wealth to the tune of £000, OCD eveij year in return 
for luxuries. Petroniua and Beneca also condemned the Roman fufdncas for 
mnsliii and ivory and laid the blame for such expensive tastes on the ladies. 

'J'hus, the State of Hyderabad has indissoluidc cultural and economic links 
with the Andhra people who have contributed not a little to the common culture 
and civilization. Tne Telugu language is one of the regional lani^ui^ea of the 
Nizam's Domiiiiona, and its study has been provided for in the Oimsnia University 
up to its highest stendards^ It it teught through its own medium in keeping 
ifith the Uiiiversity Ohsrter in the seme way as the other Isngiisges spoken in the 
Dominions. In Mr. Subba Rao, the Telugu lieader, the Osmaiiia Univeraity baa 
a scholar and a poet whose name is known wherever the 'J'elogu language is 
epokeu. Faeiliiies for original research in Telugu and the other local Unguagea 
are provided by the Univerity and acbolarahips for research awardra. 

The Qulb Sbabi Kiiigi df^olconda were great patrons of 'Jelugn lesrning. 
The Tdugn poet Addaiiki Oangadbara Kavi received the patrpn^e of Ibrahim 
Qulb Shah whoae military exploits be celebrated in a poem which is still extant 
Indeed Ibraliim*a aaeeasion to the throne was due largely io Jliidu wpport 
He wae a impular monarch and waa known to the Hindus as “Mslik Ibharam.** 
One of hia olkora, Amin Khan, ateifoned at PaUiK*aru, followed his meeter'e 
«nm|de and cneonia^ Tdngn lltaiaUire. Hit wife waa known for her acto of 

^ka Aiilb^^^HiSahL armica wen ooiapoaoi of both Hindus and Mtialimt who 
thaXiiwteK. 'iMfoaou aiawicn. Ycukanm Md 
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wm atl-ponerful dtirine tbe time of the iMt of the Qatb 8Jiahl Kiogi. Thcie 
monarchs were patrons of calligraphy among other arta, and during their rule 
Teliign oalligraphy ia aaid to have receive a great impetus. Telugu had a status 
ueit to Persian in the State. 

The Quth Shahi Kings showed a eatholic spirit of religions' tolerance, and the 
Madhwa Brahmin monks enjoyed Uieir especial favour and received generous 
gifts of land. Tbe Muslim rulers of the D^can as well as the Moghul Emperors 
made liberal endowments of land for the upkeep of temples. Many of these 
grants continue to this day ; the temple at Bhadiiachalam is a notable instance 
of a Hindu shrine which enioys such a grant. 

The oomiiigling of the Hindu and Muslim civilisations Into a harmonious 
whole is one of the most interesting phenomena of histoij. The Bluslims brought 
about a different standard of living and introduced refinements in such matters 
as food and dress. They instituted a revenue and a judicial system and laid down 
a court ceremonial which is followed by Indian Durbars to this day. Muslim rule 
moreover strongly influenced the social life and' religious thought of the time. Its 
tendency was to brine about a compromise between the Hindu and the Muslim 
beliefs. Thus Hindu religious leaders arose both in the North and the South who 
formed sects that were more or less monotheistic, and many Hindus venerated 
Muslim saints in common with the Muslims. Ramanand and Kabir in the North 
and Basav, the founder of the Lingayat sect, in tbe South, are examples of such 
religious reformers. The Muslims on their part adopted many of the habits and 
customs of tbe Hindus, such as marriage ceremonies, festivals, fairs and even 
certMn popular auperatittoiia. 

The regular written history of the country was due to the Muslims. Ihe his* 
tory of the Deccan in particular owes much to tbe Muslim hiatoriant from the 9th 
century A.D. onwards. In this connection may be mentioned ‘‘Fariahta/' to whom 
we owe much of our knowledge of medieval Indian history. The Arabs were also 
great geographers and travellers. 

K other aoiences, however, such as mathematics and astronomy, the Hindus 
possessed highly developed ayatems of their own, and the Mualimji owe a good deal 
to them in regard to these sciences. But the Arabs also had their own aystema iif 
science and two peoples exchanged much knowledge, each aide borrowing what it 
lacked from the other. Thus, the Hindus borrowed from tbe Muslims many aatro- 
nomlcal technical terms and tbe calculation of latitiidca and longitudes while the 
Muslims caused to be tranabited into Persian from the Banakrk many recondite 
works on the different branches of mathematics. As regsrds handicrafts, the Muslims 
introduced the manufacture of paper, the art of enamelling and the process of 
damaacening steel as well as the manufacture of certain kinds of wooiien cloth. 
The two aystema of medicine, the Ayurvedic and the Yunani, run parallel to this 
day and are availed of by the people of both races. 

Muilc in India ia entirely a Hindu art which the Muillma acquired although, 
itraagely enpngh. aomo of the beat rouaiciana were Muslima. Among the fine arm, 
aeulpture waa forbidden to the Muslima by their religion. Painting was also negle- 
ct^ by ^em for similar reasons although a Moghul achooi of painting and 
portraiture did spring up which betrayed Persian as well as Hindu influence, llie 
pictures of this school were flat in perapective but exquisite in tbe matter of detail. 
But it prodneed nothing to great as the AJauta paintinga which wein piobably the 
handiwork of Andhra artiats^ 

The artietio sense of ibe Muslima found expreaaion rather in tb«r arehilectnre. 
They built beautiful buildiiiga, some of which are still extant in Hyderabad. Anraa* 
gabad, Bidar and other places, whilst many othera are in mine. The style of thie 
architecture in the Deccan ia somewhat different from that in the North and again 
a^a Peraian as well as Hindu influence ; but nowhere ia It pnrMy BaiMenie. On 
the Andhra aide, as l^onghurst |x>lnte out in hit book on the Bampi iwlaafe 
moat of tho civil buildinga at Hampi-^Vijayanagara-ehow the inffiicnee of Ae 
lalamie style, lima, what may be called **Jndian aiehileoUire,** la one more ex- 
ample of the lemnrkable blending of the mathetio taataa and the enitm of the 
two peoples. 

Bat moat remarkable of all was the growth of a commonly andmatood luMni- 
aga. ne Mnallma In addition to their Fttraian and Arable admplcd a North-la&w 
laagnaga whieh thqy ealled 'Hindi” and which in Feralan maana the langnaga of 
Bl?d or India. It haa been lingolitically claamd by Qrieraoii and ottm aa 
**Wialmi Hindi.” With this language ma^y and Parahm woida baeame 

hilmmlial llmae weie chiefly noona mr atthsuntivcfl, the verim and other parUi of 
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■MjMh munuig lUndi m well u the eyntai In eonree of time, thie mind 
diilaet developw into a regular language and came to be known aa Urdu. Thia 
new tongue ahowed remarkable virility and a capacity for abeorbing worda from all 
langtta|(ea, including European languagee, auch as Engliah, French and Portugueav. 
The aimpler and leas iicdaiitic form of it (aoinctimea called "Hiiiduataui'*) haa 
eoma to be the linoua franca of pracllcally the whole of India, more capeclally for 
thoaa who do not understand English. It is understood from Kasmir to Myaora 
and from Bombay to Bengal. The CotigresH Governments aiming at evolving a 
common nationality through a commonly understood speech* tried to plant it under 
the name of "Hindi” in areas as remote from its home as Madras. Outside the 
borders of India, it is understood wherever Indians are to be found. Many of the 
beat writers of Urdu, both in prose and i»oetry, liave been and are Hindus, whilst 
some of the earlier writers of Hindi, like Audur Rahim and Kahir. were Muslima. 
It will thus Im seen that Urdu, so far from being a foreign tongue is a impular 
language of India. It is the result of intimate Hindii-Musliin relutions and is now 
being affected by intercourse with £uro;ican8. Nevertheless, it remains an Aryan 
tongue and it would be wrong to call it a Perso-Arabic language just at it would 
be wrong to call English a Greeco-Latin language on account of the large number 
of Greek and liatin words found in it. 


The Osmania University has taken the hold step of adopting Urdu aa Its 
medium of instruction not only because it is the oflh ial and generally liked 
language of the titate, but also because owing to its vast mixed vocabulary it la 
understood throughout the greater part of India. Its adoption is one more 
step towards the evolution of a common lingua franca. The local or 
regional languages could not have been iiscd for this piir|)oae because 
there are three such languages in Hytlerahad Stale, which would have meant the 
creation of three or four Uni verities— a task which was obviously im|)OMible. 
Moreover, none of them are auilable for a lingua franca. Nevertheless, the regional 
laugiiagea, tneliidiug Telugu, are taught up to the highest University standaros and 
through their own medium, as I have already stated, so that the M. A. examination 
of the Oamania University may be pasM«tI in any one of them. There ere few 
Univereiiiec in India which impart education up to such a high etandard In 
theae or other Indian languages. 

As regards the sufiply of standard books on the anbjecta taught in the 
University courses, the Bureau of Translation and Compilation attached to the 
Oamania University haa done great service to the Urdu language by adding 
materially to its stock of learned literature. It has .tranHlatea many books and 
has also compiled some bo«)ka on subjects as varietl as Matbematica. Beienee, 
Biology, Medicine, Law, History, Philosophy and Economics. Indeed the 
University would not have been able to go on with its work had not these books 
been available. Tlie work of the Bureau is making further progress, and a rich 
glossary of technical terms has also been compiled under its auspices for 
publication. 

This experiment— if experiment it can ho call^— haa been siicccaaful as the 
atudanta have shown a better grasp of their subjects than is possessed by those 
who use a foreign medium of instruction, and they have cuns^iiently developed 
greater originality. Thia is amply shown by the ^ aeries of brilliant sooceaaea 
attained by Osmania students at other Universities in India^ and abroad, and by 
tte found echolarly work done by not a few of them after their University caraer. 

The principle of Imparting University education in , an Indian language is 
likely to hecome popular aa it gives a clearer grasp of the subject to the atndeiit 
who hae not to atrnggle with the dimcultiea of a foreign tongue in the proeeaa 


doea not BMan Um ncgleet of English ; for I am one of thoee who believe that 
EkilMi would be better acquired if it were pursued ms separate anbiwt by 
IIhH, to lilmtan daeplj rtadied and, to KrtmmM thorowbli I Wlwa 

dut MMh it HMitUMd **04* would improTo the knowledise of Etwlm ood mto 
thoM iSiUMtoWut MOE nade wbieh we only too ^mM jo I^ lodn. 
Tto fi nr^« lr “ olimh » tborouRh otudy of EoKlitb ■houtd bo laid ja tha (^toda 
whkh Itad Ika Ualfonlt; although it natd not neeeiaatily torn the madiuM ol 

*****TmUtif«tl*y ia bmoua lor to Seieaea, and dw wn a rel ia i of wm of |ow 
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profemors !iavc been in countries outside India. Stuence possesses a 

high cnltunil value npart from itH pmeticiil ntility. It teaches us to observe 
A'Tiirately nnd to draw correct conclusions from observation .and experiment. 
In a word, ir promotes the spirir of intelligent enquiry into the truth which is 
the fouiulntion of nil knowicilgo. 

At the Hftinc time. value of n clASsicnl rdiicntion is not to be underrated. 
Sanskrit scliolarship, like (freok. liatiii and Arabic scholarship, has cultural value 
of a very high order, l lie anciuuts were great thinkers and .philosophers ; 
moreover some of the best poetry ever written was composed by the ancients, 
'liie due cn'ltiire derived from the study of t)ie classics lias rightly been called 
^'humanistic’' as it humanises ns. At. the same time, it does not make us unpracti- 
cal, for men with -ii classical cduiMtiou Imvc over and over again proved their 
worth in many practical walks (»f life. It would be a pity to allow this ancient 
learning to decline. Our Uiiiveivitics should have a strong clAsaical side so that 
those who desire to pursue those humane studies may hove ample opportunities 
for doing so. 

The cuitivati,.!! o! the Fine Arts is often neglected in our Universities. 
..Iflithetic taste — a love of what is beautiful — must be ciiltivated, for the cult of 
the beautiful reliucs and elevates human nature. There is in many people a Intent 
talent for creative urt. Their sense of beauty seeks to express itself in some lorm 
of Art, whether it be drawing, painting, raii.de or nrehitecture. ^uch talent mnsl 
be discovered and LMiconragcd. It should be Tcmembcred that the culture of a 
people finds cx[ircHHioii in its works of art. The cnUural value of Art is 
inestimable. 

1 have dwelt on the cultural aspect of some of the subjects titat are taught, 
or can be taughr, in our Universities. Each one of them contains iu itself all the 
elements of a liltornl education. Unfortunately our University courses Are too 
often dominated by cxiuniiiations. and the interest of the student seems to him 
to lie in learning by rote such answers as he considers will "{my'* tlie exa- 
mination. Hut, given entbusiatic teachers who enter inta the smrit of their 
subject, the present defects can bo overcome and the studies made both iklier 
and more inicrosting. Perhaps examinalious also can be so devisod as to 
discourage crnuimiiig. 

What is the aim of University education ? This is a difficult questioa to answer 
as the aims and ideals of diffinont nations and even of individoals difTer in mauy 
respects. Hut probably no one will deny tliat, generally speaking, the «im of 
education should be to bring out what is l>cst in us so that we may be able to 
disebargo our duties iu life iii the best w.ay possible. If this aim has been 
correctly stateil. University education should bo the final or highest stage 
ill our preimratioii for life. Examinations ore not an end in themselves. 
They ore merely stepping-stones on the uphill road to the goal we have set before 
us. The road is long atid the marcuing weary, and we shall have to do much 
besides passing cxauiinatlous in order to reach our goal. Submission to discipline 
is essential Ho siiiress as no University organisation is |M>ssiblc without it. Uho 
vital importaiicc of discipline has been fully demonstrated in the present war 
among all nations. As for the young men in our Uiiiversiiies, disolpUne in their 
case should be r.h far as possible lelf-iiDposed. This means ijHf*control ; for 
surremler to one's own ilcsires and fiassions is like being a flare to An erll master. 
A gootl nilis of comluct is tO|do noUiiiig that would bring disaadit on the alma 
malar* We must judge bur actions by this test. 

'J'liere has b(*eii a tendency towards indiscipline roeciitly in some of our 
Universities which is a danger sign in Univeraity education. A))art from this, I 
sometimes wonder whether as much cultural benefti as possible is derived by.&e 
siiideiits.tii tlicBC institutions. On r Universities have undoubtedly attmetedyouaw 
professors of great ability and Jiave bci’ome eeutCBS of remarkable intetlklniu 
aiaivity, and iior> seUlom of origuial research ; but what uanallv takes place in mofi 
Indian Universities is intensive cramming during term time followed by an oegy 
examinations at the end of the term. The social smeaitiM and enlhra aetmties 
which DUO assoi iatcs with 'varsity life are rarely to be found. Oonditioiuk hmiwfer. 
are now Improving, nnd in moot of our nsidmtiat Univerrities attetn^ ass beiM 
made with some snreou to interest the students in thfaige dtfar^uiMlHS 
test-books. 1 am glad to see that in the Andhra UniverM^ entr^oanlBnltf 
aetiviUes of groat diverrity of intoreat are pitividad. 

In a residential Univessity much benefit can bo derived by the etiidite livii« 
la the same peedneta with inoleiaom or dona of Widk ehamolm tmd giM endUlOQt 


—19 »■& 14 1 1SBB LUOENOW' UNIYtCBBITY OONVOOAHON tOt 

It b- wia> about Emm thftt wheu he declined to leetnie at the Leyden Unlteiei^ 
on the ground dbt'he vae^ too dd to do w. the VniTonity infonned him that he 
need not tm tronnle to leoture as hb men pnaenee and inapitation wen 
contidered’s liberal ednetion for- the young men. 

In phrairal culture we may take a lesaon from the Swedes and Oseeho-Sloraka 
who have shown what a national system of such culture can do to make a people 
sirongt end to reduce to a minimum disease and bodily inftrmi^. It should oe 
possible for our Universities to take the lead in promoting a system of physical 
culture which would help our young men to become strong and capable of making 
good soldiers. 

It has been well said that one of the surest marks of a gentleman is that he 
instinctively avoids hurting the feelings of others. I think this is an excellent test 
of the good manners that we have a right to expect from young men with a 
University training. 

Finally, I do not bdieve in a godless education. Religion mast be assigned 
its rightful place in ai^ University scheme. To quote my own words in a speech 
delivered else where# **001 life is not the alpha and omega of existence and 
would be incomprehensible or even meaningless without reference to something 
higher. We live and move and have our being in the Deity.** From strong faith 
in God and trust in him yon will hind that you derive great moral and sj^ritual 
strength in your daily work and support in the hour of trial and tribulation. 

1 am sure our Universities are capable of attaining to all these ideals. If 
they can produce men who are sportsmen and gentlemen in the best sense of the 
woid, and at the same time men of high culture as well as erudition, the time, 
labour and money spent on the Universities will have been repaid a thousandfold. 

One woi*d about the war before I close. The war is our war as much as that 
of anvbody else. We are fighting in defence of our country, our liberties and of 
the ideals for which our whole educational system stands. It is absurd to bargain 
or to propose any conditions for defending our own hearths and homes and every* 
tUng we hold dear. This is no time for party strife or internal dissension. Let us 
unite and face the common danger. We must prepare and organise ourselves for 
defence, and all other considerations must be subordinate to this stern necessity. 
Education alone must go on, for to interrupt or retard it would be false economy. 
In the words of His Excellency the Viceroy, “Eduction is a vital service and it 
should not be interrupted.” 

I thank you again for having given me the opportunity of addressing you on 
this occasion. 


The Lucknow Univeruty Convocation 

The following ia the text of the Addreae delivered at the Twentieth Annual 
Convocation of the Cniveraitjf of Luckndw by Sri C. Jtajagopalachari on the ISthe 
Decemlmr, 194ie 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Professors, and Graduates, , , t . ^ 

It is unnecessa^ to say that I felt greatly honoured when I received jour 
invitation to deliver the customary address at this Convocation. I wm trapped by 
the flattering invitation, but I reap the conseauences now. Hundred^f 
addresses have been delivered already and it is difficult to 
interesting by way of novelty. Even the most important advice whi^ shwd m 
tendered to the young graauates has n^sarily beeme 
useful impression. Every one of you must have read exedtot thin^ m th e eowy 
of your studies before graduation. H wch i^na has I®!®!;*™ 

on you. it would be vain for me to attempt ^ ^feve wth^ kTiSSS?! 

talk on this oocaaion. Most of the loung jgeopUueemhM hm 
natural sense of adiievement ana 

instructed. This is no disparagement W tlm young 

g^uates^are fading at the successful completowi of fUnwiw-ifan 

It is usual fir the eminent m«i 
addressea to devote Iho oocaaion to som tone of edncatm|d 
like me expatiating on question! of education a» gene^y legM^ M a 
H I SSTwhole of ednrot^ i. wrong broro ro it to laghy gi 

not idanned qnalitetiTely and «naatiW»«ly 
he xegnded.M' "***^"c a cb^p and amatourist ptonouncemsni. 
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pfofoMon aisombled may extend a certain amount of tolerance to me, I think 1 
■hoidd not be impertinent and weary them with my views on any educational snbject. 
I preaume I have been asked to addroM you not because it is thought I could 

enlighten the members of the University in matters falling within their own fidd. 
I take it that 1 am expected to say something more particularly falling within my 
own Md of work. 

Within the last few weeks very valuable and learned addresses have been 
ddiveted at the various Universities dealing with the problems of constitution- 
making. But I feel that it would be out of place for me to follow that line even 
if I were qualified to do it. I do not believe I could ask graduates of the 

University to frame a draft constitution for India or find solutions for your 
problems of sdf-government. I could address such an ap))eal to the learned 
professors, had I tn3y felt that they could tackle the problems. With the greatest 
respect I must say that a solution tor our problems of self-government must come 
from men of action and not from learned academicians. 

You have beard, no doubt, that there hM been a difiorence of opinion between 
Gandhiji and myself over the creed and application of non-viplenoe in national 
policy. It is now fairly general talk and a subject matter of public curiosity from 
whicn I fear you too may not be free. It would be inappropriate and unwise for 
me to entertain you with the differences amongst us in regard to the Congress 

programme of action. But it would not be out of place or without academic 

purpose to acquaint you with certain fundamental questions that have emerged 
in the recent situation. 

Twenty- two years ago, Mahatma Gandhi took the Congress by storm when 
he showed us a way out of the blind alloy of unsuccessful constitutional agitation. 
If we have a just cause and if we are prepared for sacrifice, he showed us that 
when the opponent refuses to be reasonable and there appears to be no way but 
violence to overcome his opposition, Uiere is still a way out of the despair that 
faces us. He taught us the way of non-co-oi)erntion and satyagraha, forms of 
non-violont attack which we have practised with a considerable amount of success 
during the past two decades. This practice has given us something more than 
objective success. We have gained a feeling of inexhaustible strength which is 
more precious than any actual achievement, because it sterilises all defeats and 
failures, and protects us effectively during every reverse. 

No discovery of principles of action, however, can escape the modifications 
required to meet environment. No principle can be practised in this complicate 
world without compromise, e8j>ecially when we are dealing not with individuals 
but with large numbers of men and women and under conditions which have been 
already made for us and which have created a vicious circle for any remedy to be 
effectively applied. In the ease of the methods of violence we bring the opponents 
to extinction by s physical process. We overcome opimsition by putting an end to 
the opponent. In non-violence, we bring oppositioiu to an end by bringing about 
a change of mind. We retain the opponent, but bring his opposition to on end. 
This change of heart ia brought about by the direct method of perauasioa where- 
ever that is possible. If that be not possible, we practise self-suffering mod through 
the fundamental laws of human paychology excite reactions of mind that are very 
real and eftectivc. Direct action operating through embarraasmeiit^ and bringing 
the opponent to hia knees by depriving him of his meafia of etrength ia not 
oatyogralia. but only a variation of the method of violence. In satyagraha, we do 
not eeek to embarrass by any such physical means. Wo attack the moral feelings 
of the opponent and try to rouse hie innate sense of right and give him a mental 
diatreos I6r which he will find relief by doing the right thing. In applying this 
role, then, there must be numerous limitations and many necessary variations on 
aoeount of the aeiusl oonditlons under wiuch we have to work. It was recognised 
‘kmg ago* that we cannot hope straightway to abolish all international competition 
and gtned end eoneequent mtemational wore. It was. also recognised long ago that 
the protection of person and property against unsocial elements would have to 
continue to call for the application of force. It 'was seen also timt non-killing 
wonld in practice require the admiesion of numerous exceptions in the interest of 
aanitation and health. These and other modifications in the praotioe of non-violenoe 
do not mean that we timply cost the jprinciplee of non-violence to the winds. We 
keep our face turned eteaaily in the direction of Ahimss, but only do not commit 
the mietake of killing the principle itself by oppoeing it to eommonienee and 
hard reality. 

The defense of India ii^ Moonting to some of nik a ease to be tneted ae sb 
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“®* «>“• op *0 00 m«By termi •( u; time before thie, 
w ^ the MUM the eseeptioii wm not utirecoictiised. Now, howe?er, the ieenee 
meq|^ on aoeouut of the present wsr end the attitude of Briteiti towerde 
t^ liC^tfai deiin of Indie to independence could not be dealt with without feoine 
ihla pcoblem of «on-?ioleuee in relation to national defence. Qandhiji etanda for 
total opposition to all war. But some of us feel that our strugKle cannot 
eimnlta n eo n aly Ihm the weight of two sucli major isaues, the issue of British 
cont^ over India and the demand for its total remove), and the issue of non* 
parttcipi^Ott In war, total and irrespective of equity or policies of alliance to seeuro 
just ends. Surely, we cannot hope for emancipation at the bands of Britain’s 
enemm We are held in bondage by Britain, and we must limit our problem to 
operating on the British mind. A compromise becomes therefore inevitable on tlie 
mne of noii-parUeipation in all wars. The ending of war as a means of attaining 
international justice should be tackled some time, but not simultaneously witli our 
national struggle which has come up to the very point of solution and which only 
awaits one or two wise steps to reach complete success. 

The just and reasonable demand of the Indian people is that the governance 
of India should be fully transferred now, during tbis war, and indeed, more 
especially on account of this war, to a provisionally formed national coalition 
government. Even from the i^oint of view of mere efliciency the present un- 
constitutional and wholly undemocratic orrangement at the Centre and in most of 
the Provinces is a fatally weak arrangement, and will crmnble at the oiislanght of 
real danger. Ignoring the just and reasonable demand of India, Hrilaiif cannot 
get the free and willing co-operation of India, the India cither of the National 
Congress or of the Muslim League. On anything but this basis, it can only coerce 
and exploit, It cannot get co-operation. The Congress and the Muslim I/sague 
agree cent per. cent on this stand and no sophistry can hide this from the intelligent 
world. The absence of a political settlement between the National Congress and 
the Muslim l^gue cannot wipe out the glaring fact of a consensus of opinion on 
this vital poim as against Britain. 

There are some people for whom the deciding consideration is success. 
They feel it a disgrace to take up a stand and make a pro|>osal which is turned 
down by the British Government which coercively holds the dominant position. 

1 do not agtee with this. The methods of uon-vioicnuc cannot |>ermit withdrawal 
from a coftect fXMitioii, for the mere reason that it is not agreed to by the 
opponent. .If we have faith in the fundamentals of non-violent methods, we should 
make our minimum demand and stick to it in spite of every seeming disappoint- 
ment. 

There' are again some whose heart is turned towards chaos in the deliberate 
maturing of which alone they see soientilic hope for the future of our country* 
They must oppose anything that would retard the progress of such ferroentalioii 
of It is nardly necessary Cor roc to say that while we must face chaos 

when it cibrnes, it is not the way deliberately to follow or work for. 

Well, this is the difference. . if .1 bave not made matters more concretely 
clear, it is because I have to avoid going into details and cannot take you into 

active politics. _ „ * r, » » u t. j 

1 have not been quite an insignificant colleague of Gandhi]i. 1 have worked 
with him these twenty-two years and feel the just pride of having helped him 

Bubaiautlaliy to develop and put into action his principles and methods. Many 
are the ties that bind me to him. and it is not a pleasure to discover a differeure 
and recognise it as leading to a parting of ways. But prayerfully and in all 
hamility must we face such a recognition if it must come. i * .u* 

Two years ago when Dr. Shah Sulaiman spoke to the graduates of this 
XIolTenity on a similar occasion he referred to this war that had just been 
declared. He spoke with Uie voice of hope. Acco^iug to him, the war was 
dwiMwl to end £e rule of force and ^ eliniinete tioIciim from In^etWMl 
dealing,. He eaid that the IS 

amWUo: the'forl ™in.tTO^ 

;£»*“ ’iBi to'®bi“uft*‘‘b«hKd "AeSt rf Aiy«-c.“F,i?ini“ia 

pastUenoe will wage large tracts of the world. The rule of forc^ it U now ^ 
iS!SS wUl nJt bTellirnated as a malt of this war. an; mow than U wm at the 
end of^lw laet w” The cult of racial auperionty thm^a .‘® . 

in one foTM. in anotbM. There is no promiae that greed and amhuuu will ei 



880 


THE CONVOCATION ADDBES8EB [ litcuow- 

«id or be Mtioted or coninme tbemeeWee. There will be large ehangee^ bat 
the troablea of humanity, I fear, will not be ended. We are atiil nowhm near 
the end of the war, and it ia clear that it will bring no good to any of the people 
of the Weat, or to the people of the Eml It hae interfered with the progceia 
of freedom in our country. It hae interfered with the progreaa of the enlt of 
noD-eiolenee. Indeed, both the offence and the defence in thia war will probably 
contribute to the death of many a good principle. 

In apite of theae evl omena and onfarourable aigna, we may reat aaaured 
that before the :[onng graduatea aaaembled here will be called upon to put forth 
their own energiee in politioa, aome form of aelf-gorernment wUl be In operation 
in India aa a reault of the atrugglea undertaken by the generation to which I 
belong. It will be your privilege and duty, young men and women, to abape out 
of what we ahall achieve that fuller freedom to which India ia truly entitled. 
Whatever may be the quality and Quantum of freedoan which we in our time 
will have achieved for the country, it will be your privilege and duty in your 
time to knock off the limitationa and detractiona, and build that fuller and 
complete freedom which we call independence, it will be India’e good fortune 
If you achieve that goal in a non-violent way, through order inateau of through 
chaoB. It will be your privilege again to apply the prtnciplet of true non-violence 
in the working of that freedom after it haa been achieved. Ahimaa doea not end 
with the achievement of national deliverance from foreign political '.control. 
Indeed I think that the greater taek will begin after that deliverance. It will be 
a trial from moment to moment and the happtneaa of free India will be only 
in the meaaure of our loyalty to the principle of non-violence after the achieve- 
ment of freedom. If flogging haa not been eliminated from elementary achools, 
violence atiil prevails in education. There ie need to wage war against violence 
in the affairs of the family, in the working of penal laws, indnat'rial operations, 
in fact in every department of social and national activity. Ahimaa is a continual 
lils-struggle against violence in every form. 

Lucknow ia one of the pre-eminently historic cities of India. It has long 
been the fostering centre of great culture. But Luckuow's best luck is perhaps 
its association with Indian national unity in our own times. May it contribnte 
once again to a further consolidation of Indian unity. I appeal to you specially 
at this Convocation, young men and women of Lucknow, that yon should 
make Indian unity your special mission. I repeat what Bir Shah Bulaiman 
told you two years ago. Every community in Indis is entitled to call India 
its own. It is absolutely impossible to make progress in any direction 
unless we agree to work togetner harmoniously. In ibis University wherein 
lienee, Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian all figure so greatly and together, where 
Hindu aud Muslim youngmen and women meet and work aide by aiae, an 
example can be set for harmony and unity such aa nowhere else ia possible. Bir 
Walter Scott wrote in his diary once that (>o]itic8 are the blowpipe beneath whoae 
influence the best cemented friendship too often dissever. But quoting from anothor 
entry in hia diary, 1 say, do not allow political atrife to mix its waters with 
your daily meal, those waters of bitterness which poison mutual love between tike 
well-disposed on each side and prevent them, if need were, from makins mutaal 
eoDoeMioos and balancing the constitution against the ultras of both partiea. 
You in Lucknow can build up a new culture of unity and harmony of pwtml 
tboughi which will enable you to lead modern India and laugh at the obatcaetosi. 
T^i India shall be free one day and great again, leading an Asiatic Fedmtfppi 
of great nations, is certain. Build, build daily with unflagging hope and 
unremitting industry for tfait consummation. 

We are in a bad state in many ways, under the heel of a foreign demoency 
and disunited. But even so why need we despair ? 

"Come what oome may 

Time and the hour runs through 
the roughest day”. 

It is not brute force but moral Mwer that really commands predomidance in 
the world, as Lord Haldane told the students of we Edinburgh University in a 
famous jEtectorial addreee. To enforce this lesson, he reconnjm the great atsfy 
of Germany’s re-birth In the nineteenth century. 1 shall repeat if to yov abnoel 
in hla woraa. After the Bottle of Jena in 18D6, Germany waa under the Iic4 m 
NepoleoiK From the point of view of brute force, she wee ernohed. In vein ehl 
■bM et her ohaioe : the man wae too etronir for her. Bot there wee u Mweir 
greetim then that of the sword— the power of the epirit. Qermeay wpe week end 
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poor. Bnt Aa lud • poMudon that proved of far greater importaaeo to her fat 
the long run. Bteten soldim and aecond-rate portticiani gave place to aoiiie of the 
graateat ^Jowiiheta and poeta that the world haa eeen for 2,000 yeaia. Theaa 
BOB r^faAimed ^ eoncepbon of the State, and, through their Aaeiplea theiw 
penetrated to the pnbltc, the thouf^t that the life of the Stau with ite iwntmUin B 
power of good, waa aa real and aa great aa the lUe of tha individnaU Men 
and women were taught to fiwl that in the law and order which could be braoght 
ebon^ by the ^ ij^enl will, wee freedom in the deepest ' and truest 4h6 

freedom which wm to be realised only by those who had accepted whole- 

particular and selfish aspirations* lie 
phiiOBOphera; of Germany gave to their people the gospel of the wide outlook 
and the lesson that the people must live the larger life, be unselfish, helpful and 
reverent. The people who were in the depths of national despair were taught to 
ti^ tense of the greatness of which human nature is capable. In scteiiee, 
in philosophy, in theology, in poetry, in music, the Higher Command was givsn 
and obeyed, and the subordiante leaders penetrated by great ideas set to work 
snimatea hy^ the same spirit. The result was the rule of the organising spirit in 
every direction. The leaders aaw clearly that education was the key to all 
advance, and they set to work at it. It took sixty years to complete, but 
coinpletM it waa at last, with a thoroughness the like of which the world haa 
hnnfiy seen elsewhere. The German scheme of education is unrivalled as a 
triumph of the spirit of organisation, except by that other wonderful outcome of 
scienUfic organisation —the German army. 'When the lesson of self-organisation is 
once learnea by a people, it is not readily forgotten. Hence the German revival 
once again after the ernshing blow of the last Great War. Thus, then, can nationa 
rise from the depths of darkest gloom. Why then should we despair ? The 
greatness of India is not dead. e should know that it is jnst hibernating and 
when the winter has ended, we shall live again. 


The Muslim University Convocation 

The following ie the text of the Covocation Address deliverd by Sir 8. Sultan 
Ahmed RT, JX L., at the Convocation of the Aligarh Muslim University held on 
the gist December^ 1940^ 

Mr. 'Vice-Chancellor and Members of the Convocation 

I am conscious of the great honour voii have done me in asking me for the 
second time to address the Convocation of your University which has a distiiiguis* 
bed place hi the mind of everybody interested in education, for the M.A.O. College, 
from which your University is sprung, had a cultural tradition, a spiritual homogeneity 
and an educational ideal which were its proud marks of distinction when most 
other educational centres in India wercssatisfi^ with merely imparting a deal of 
information to their students. That tradition has, I am glad to observe, peiaisted 
in the Muslim University. Education, if it is worth anjrtbing, means something 
more than working for and passing a string of examinations. And if the studente 
of this University have realised that, as 1 hope they have, tbe][ have travelled n 
long way on the path of that self-culture the other name of which ia education* 

In a country where there is economic stringency, where heterogeneous and 
conflicting forcee are at work in moulding its destiny, and where the enltonl 
psttem is made of a criss-cross of different traditions it is very euy to l 9 se sight of 
the primary significance of education and of the final efet if has (if it is true 
education) upon the spiritual, moral and social values of the individual. 

In Buem a country, economic concepts, and economic neceBaitica.oiiforta^ 
ately colour the very t^ry of education ; and to the etudent, the haro 
and thorny path that mna.via the school and the University with its hunto of 
the seveidy-testing examinations and its vigorone comj^iltms, becomm • w 
arduous road, that leads ultimately to m promise land of a comfort^le Job w 
work. So, for all intents and purposes, to minds conditioned and matwed In wa 
economic atmoepbere, education becomes synonymous in its urns with a ttraiii|| 
»hW» Bill bring to *11 *Miie*tBeke» the Hob Or«ll of • GoverninoBt } ob. H 
tber fan in atlduing the qoMt, the whole pwiod of nn|ianbon m A^trelp l^ 
thioa learnt with pleasure or under the ^dow of rod. ts SbSSS t 

dead and usdess waste of spirit, time, money and energy. Edocatioa becomee a 
?ain and futile tragedy of IruetratioB* 
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III I«dlft where Bome of tbeie epnditions obtain, certain special eirenmatanoea, 
in addition, jaroaide a definitely artificial and truncated backbond for modem 
education. Ilie fomous draft of Blaeaulaj’a waa intended .to create a body of 
reeponaible Oovernment aervante, who would nnderetand and eympathiiie with the 
ideala and alma of the Britiah Oovernment. It waa a lairly .comprehensive 
prommino of What was liberal education thoae days, but it waa 'the immediate 
pfodnet of local neceaaitieB. It is not my intention to diacnaa the ueefulDesa or 
m the praotii^ shape it took In tbe formation of the scboola snd coUeK;ea in India. 
What I want to ^emuhasiae ia that its (^eneaia lies in a special sort of demand and 
Ae deaiee to make the necessary provisions to aatiafy thia demand. And ever aince 
an unenviable aura of the merely utilitarian baa clung lo It iaapite of the fact 
that the major portion of the University curricula in India ia based upon liberal 
ideala of education, emphasising the cultural element in it. 

Graduates of the MosUm University, you will be going forth on that .great 
adventure that cornea the wsty of all young men, hitherto protected Irom -aome 
atern realities when as the term goes, 'enter life*. It is something very veal, 
something fraught with tremendous consequences for you. Bome of you will 
aucc^ in your objeetive, whatever it is. at the first go, some will succeed after ooe 
failure, some after more. And I, with perhaps more experience and fewer iHuaioiis 
than you, unfortunately know that the battle of life goes counter against many 
men, young and old. You have my best wishes and prayers for your suoceaa, mid 
my sympattiies if life treats you harshly. But if things seem to go against you let 
me ask you not to listen to tiiat counsel of despair tliat whispers in your ears that 
you have wasted your years at the University, that your education has failed in its 
purpose, for your education aimed higher than that. 

UsiVBaaiTT Life 


Let me concisely review your life at the University, taking it for granted that 
you made the maximum use of your opportunities. When you took admission into 
the University you made a tacit moral contract to abide by its regulations, to sub- 
mit to ita discipline, to help and promote the spirit it stood for, and to make a real 
effort to learn what it taught you. The institution in its turn undertook to 
educate your mind, your morals and your aenaibilitles. It never pretended that it 
would give you specialised training to run an executive department or a Police 
Force, nor did it pretend to adroit you into the secrets of manufacturing soaps or 
cigarettes. It really tried to train your mind to cope adequately with different 
siiuaiions arising in life. It tried to make your mind adaptable and elastic by 
makiog you study various and perhaps unallied subjects, to create a complexity of 
intereste In yon, to give you a sense of proportion, to make you respond quickly 
to various appeals to your emotions, your mind and your souL It tried to 
cultivate your eensibilities by revealing to you beauties in life^ in art and in 
literature. If it did not do any these things it failed in ite most important 
Innotion. 


£DU0AT10E AMD ClVJUBATION 

Civilisatioo it the nenlt of the thonghts and efforts of a few intelligent 
people in every age who help humanity a little further ahead each time in the 
mareh of progrees ; and man is driven forward on the jonmey by a desire for 
■elf-iealiBation and self-fulfilment. It ie a sort of creative process whenby man 
reorganises himself, bi^gs into play hitherto unsospeoted qualities of die mind 
and the eeneibilitiee, fumlehee himself with a better personality, as it were ; and 
perhaps unintentionally indncee other people to imitate him. Education in ito 
real and comprehensive signifieance is the most effective and vital inetrament of 
theee eelf-rcaliring acUvitles. That Is why the type of education yon have been 
getting it called liberal education, education that Ubendee yon from the shackles 
of the merely temporal, which is the Inetniment of refinement, senaitiveneie, 
spiritual and mental poiee and a profound outlook on life. The unenltuxed mind 
Is eapable of perceiving only the Immediale and aaperficial. It skims over the 
surface of experiencee and enooonleiv, nuderstanding only the bbvione In the 
thonghts and actions of other people. The profonnder outlook on life that oaltorsl 
aduoatioo connotes ia really a form of understanding and sympathy, an imaginative 
eapaeity to get into the mmd of the person whoae views are perhaps different from 
youTSi to perceive ail facets of an ezperledoe or idea, and to evaluate it aa a aya- 
fibwia ol all the facta and elements ^at go in the malnng of it It teaches ne 
to undmtaiid and tolerate polnta of view that may be eontiaiy to onx% to eee the 
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rine^ty ot thoM_ wlio differ (rom «», to he even nnd balkiiced *nd not too oiHcrai- 
•ive in our omnrane, to m«ke tickuiifni (!e<>lnrei>. love idee* oiid tiiinK» Ihot ore 
bmtttifni and defend the Irutli wholeheartedly. The thinkers of the KonaisMMoa 
palled the study of the literatures of antiqiiiiy. the llnmaiiiiies. It is a very reveal* 
Ing word and it Aoiild liai-c, I think, always irnidcil the aims of hiKher Huealloa. 
It makes you ^1 that that tyne of ethicatiou means adjnstiiiK yourself more 
harrooniotiBiy to the human IuihIbuai^ aroninl yon. It cultivates your emotional 
life, and gives a more^ proportion utc view of your own feelings. XVe always tmd 
to exaggerate our emotional cxiMsrienccs, our grief, our happiness, and thus indirect- 
ly our own personalities. 

Cultural education is like olimhing a steep hill, 'llie higher jou climb the 
vaster tlic prosiieets that open before your eyes. The horiaon cxpaiidt, and 
everything fits more and more beautifully into an rvcr-cnlargiug pattern. 'I'he 
things that had loomeii so big as to n<‘<‘:ipy your wholr fn'ld or vision at the 
foot of the hitl bci'omc comparatively unimportant and form part of a larger 
Bcliemc of things at the peak. 'I’hc fatigue of the climb is lorgotten in the 
bracing ni|) of a clearer ntmosplicro and yon have an neuter tterccpUon of the 
miracle of familiar and common tliing<i. 

SoiKNTIKKi KiUJCATION 

Tn an age of Science when stress is laid upon the imix)rtaiico of the 
practical there is a tendency to mtniiniHc ihe importance of things that touch 
onr emotional and spiritual life. The cult of the machine drives away the cult of 
iKsanty. t)nr age is nnfortnnntcly such an age, and at no other time, 1 Mieve, 
was there so nincli need to emphasise the ty)H^ of cdncalion Unit goes lieyond the 
practical and useful ami hIiowm ns the vision of an inner nnd more imimrUint world. 

i)nr first duty l»y onrsclvcH. therefore, .is to create within ns that inner 
harmony, that retincnieiit., iiUclle<‘tUiil alertiicss ami awarcncas which the study 
of aria brings to us. iUit being a very balanctnl, intellcctUAlly keen and oiiltiiied 
fierson is not suOii'ieiit in itself. \Vc arc placctl in a world of objective realities, in 
A world crowded with other minds, other i>ersonnliiies. There are contacts and 
impingements, conflicts and resistances, the need to overcome obstacles and the 
ncM to fall in line with other forces and minds, ti^lf-rcalisaiion presiipimses action 
as well AS thought ; our iHtrsonalitics have to l>e o|)erative as well as* reflective. 
And it is here that scientific ednoattoii claims Its imimrtanec. Its immediate fleld 
of action has for the last few centuries liceii the understanding and conquest of 
Nature, the latter for tlie uses of hiimaiiity. I do not projKwe to go through the 
history of the discoveries and inventions in Science, of their beneficial and harmful 
eflRscts. IV)th the good and the evils that have attended the march of Scientific 
progress have had reniarkahle rc))ercnssions u)H>n onr lives and onr mentalities ; 
blit they are not cverytliiiig. Neither does matcriat comfort bring siiprome satis- 
faction to our sonls, nor can the destructive effects of stdentifie iMveutioiis make us 
complete cynics or misanthroiics. There is always a vital spark in our being that 
is beyond the reach of these a<N i<lcnUl things. It must always lie roinemliered. that 
the deciding factor in the sivial and moral life of man, after all allowances are 
made, is Man himself. It is his soul, his mind, that can make of Science a weafioii 
of destrnctioii or a Messenger of Mercy, lie can always choose hetwcfn Um gun 
and ploughshare. I*crhaps it is true that the scienttfic age has mode mau 
cling too tenaciously to material values, thereby shaping his mind, msklng him 
grasping and greedy, lint a time comes, siid it has perhaps now jome. when he 
has to pause and (consider which puth he Is going to tread. ^ Inc old sutemeiit 
almut gaining the whole world and losing our own soul, forces itself upon his con- 
sciousiiess. I believe, however, that there is more good in humanity than evil, and 
the choice after a lot of hesiiation and chopping and changing is parctieolly ever 
tlie right one. , . t.. . u . 

'Jliat scientific education may not be an nnmixed blessing wMld be 
evident to all, but equally evi*lciit is the necessity of this type of ritieaUoo. 
Wc are living in an ago whore it is essential, and nnisf* we dmee to 
siuie back into obs(*iirity there can be no qiiesiion of ncgltotiag It, Theto to 
a practical world as well as a world of tranm'Ciideulal or enoUonal voliieei and 
one to os real as lira other. If we equip oumelvcs for the one there to no eegee to 
negating the oUicr. 'Iho old flrcek ideal of a propovtionato and ha nn oa l ge 
develo|)meiit of all our faculties hohls for all limes. And if our ^ 

right place, if we are guided by our love of humaitiiy and a deetoeto HMitonli 
hnauui nnlTeriiig wc would always make bcicnce an instrument of meiuy* 
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lKDCBT]lIALlt<ATIOSI 

lliere are practical and aocial coiiHidoraliona also which eliould iir^e ua .lo 
itromole acientiHc eilucutioii in India. In our country there arc vaHt unexplored 
reaonreeB that can he made to benefit man. You have yo nh, ambition and enerj^y, 
and ilierc ia a world of iKiBHibilitiea waiting; to be explored by you. It is obvioiia, 
however, Uiat the (rovernnent of the country aUu liaH to t)lny a very vital and 
Important part in thia connection. Every imiictuH niuat be t;iven to cnlart^e, expand, 
and encourage induHtrics and that as quickly ae poHsible. Their meagre activitiea 
in the past do not rerlonncd to their credit. I only hope they have b-como wiser 
by experience and will put their full wei;;bt in favour of complete indiiHtrialiKatioii 
in tills country. If only the Government had vision and had started licavy indus- 
tries after the last war, India alone would have won the present war. India is 
naturally exiKMrtiiiif ^reat rcRults from the Eastern (rronp Conforenco and the 1 vu^ 4T 
Mission and I ho|)e that their deliberations will not only result in fiiniin^ ways and 
means to meet the immediate needs of the War, but will also slmw tlic way of 
establisliiiiK heavy and minor indnstricH so that India may be, as far as possible, 
self-contained, not only alile to defend herself from aL^i^rcssioii but also help the 
Ilritish Com 111 on weal til of Nations in timcB of necessity. 

Tiik Wak 

'I'his brinirs me to tlic trrrific crisis that is faring; the world to-day. I mean 
the War. It is a stormy nphcavel the tidal wash of whii'h will ntlcct the remotest 
shores of the world. Its ori;!;tn is really in the repudiation of all civilised values, 
in the spiritual pride of which I spoke before. IF Hpiritnally hiimaniiy is striving 
ftir complete 8elf*reaiisAtioti, in the realm of politics civili/.Hlion is uiiniiiy; at 
creatiu^ an atnios))herc wliere it eaii he made imssibh; by [;^ivin^ tlie utmost; 
freedom of thought and neiinn to the individuid. The tiiuNimtini individual liberty 
possililc under wxdal conditions is the uleul of a eultuml and civilised community. 
Kei^imcntation is repugnant to it, for after all, inKii'.uuons arc made for men and 
not men for institutions. Where a question of mislit arises the institution must be 
remoulded to suit man's needs. Ami now an attempt is boint^ made to reverse 
the order of things, to enslave men to an ideology which is abhorrent to all 
oivilised sensilMUtics. 

If formerly the short of idcoloirical tyranny which at the moment obtiiins in 
Ck^ntral Europe ever avnrrcd, itnlhH twl a sin)i;lcor a very small i^roiip of States. Hut 
to-day due to many tvpcs of in tcrdeiicn deuces, due to intricate economic and social 
relationships each sindi revolution attempts a more widespread <'han^!;c than before. 

The idcolojrical )tro^rammc of Hitler and Mussolini with its theory of rai*c 
auperiority and Icbcnsraum for only some stroiu;er nations is in direct opimsitioii 
to the trend of- modern civilisation which has been trying to explore all i^ossiblc 
avenues for the establishment of greater liberty and greater iioBSsibiliiy of acvclon- 
ment for each individual, each nation, stron;:; or weak. This con only be made 
realisable by the evolution of a new psyc,hoio;;'y in international life as it exists to 
a I'emarkabic extent in national life ; reverence and fear of the law and scrnpulons 
discharge of moral obli^fuitoris. 

In the Htatc, one can sec the ]mra<lox of a handful of unarmed |)0licemeii 
maintaininti; order, even in hi^ and unruly crowds, because the .miffht of the law 
has sunk so deep in tlic individuars coiisclouBncss that pliysical force is unnocMsary 
for makinii; men obey the bw. Its symbol in any form docs. To-day when all 
nationB are intcrlinkixl n is necessary to evolve that sort of conscionsness for 
international law and international morality. The Ixmi^iic of Nations is an attempt 
at this sort of International imlicin^; and it must remain the ideal of all future 
btatoBi if we want peace and aerurity in life. 

The (dove has, iiowevcr, been nuit(; in the face of the civilised world by Hitler 
*and Mussolini, backed by their hands of maranders and (caiu'stcrs, and it behoves 
everybody with a love for the dec’enries of life, with a love for freedom and .honour 
to tidte up the challonce. Tlio implhtitioiia of this War arc so universal tlie 
interests involved so ull-cmbraiuriK that one cannot remain iiidifTcrcnti and the side 
one tekes will show whetlicr be loves civilised living or barbarism^ There was a 
time when the extravagances of eertatsin German publicists and philoso|iheni liml 
mrnnA fantastic and absurd. When Arndt wrote “every Btate has the right to 
•K for oertain tliiiiga from ncighlKmriiig States when tlicy wiongfiilly take aimy 
tiw air and the light on which it muat grow. Up to the piesciit Holland ie the 
mooe outregooiii violation of Germaii’a natural frontier,;* 1 doaire hatr^ 
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Britain in her fsrtm and heroic etaiid for princiiilcf dear to hnmanity riionld be 
0 |nHwin|! efforts to crush Xjizism and Fascism. In any case their attitude seems 
to be most inconsistent, unwise and unirortliy. It is no good taking up the position 
involved in the old proverb **what does it matter to me whether the cow came or 
the donkcT left”. The ilifference between the present conditions in India and the 
iiitnre, if Hiltcr and Mussolini succeed must be clearly appreciated. It will be the 
difference between living ns n subject race as wc are doing with a number of 
gricvtinces and being slaves, mere serfs. I will not say anything of the present 
conditions iinilcr which you and 1 live. You and I know them, nut by contrast 
let me HI you what will be our iHisition if tliese outlaws win. Only one passage 
from Hitler’s w*cll known **Mcin Kampr will be sutlicient. Dispussiog the 
publication of the news that a nero had qualified as a lawyer he says 

'*It docs not dawn on the murky bourgeois mind th.'it the fact which is 
publislicd for him is a sin against reason itself, that it is nn act of criminal 
insanity to train a being who is only an nnthro)^id by birth until the pretence can 
be made that he has been •turned into a lawyer, while, on the other hand, millions 
who belong to the most civilised races have to remain in i^ositiona which arc 
iiiiwortliy of their cultural level. The bourgeois mind dot's not realise that it Is a 
sin against tlic will of the Ktornnl Creator to allow hundreils of thoiiBands of highly 
gifted people to remain (loumlcring in the swamp of proletarian misery while 
Hottentots and /ulus arc drilled to fill positions in the intellectual professions. For 
here wo have the product only of a drilling technique just as in the case of the 
}icrforming dog. If the same amount of care and effort were applied among 
mtolligeut races each iiulividual would become a thousand times more ea]>able in 
such matters^ 

After this shainelcss prononnoement of Hiller it should be imposible for any 
Indian with self-respect and love for his country to be simply an onlooker at 
the course of events in ICuroiH!. The speed at which the conllsgratioii is spreading 
towards Uic East leaves no room for doubt whatsoever that sooner than later 
wo will bo directly called upon to surreiulcr our hearth, home, life and liberty 
to this, the greatest demon the world has ever seen. Will you wait till hia 
hliukrivg starts in India f I am afraid, it will then be too late to resist it. 
Thank Hod, whatever may be the view of a certain section of political India 
to-dny, India as a whole is acting up to the advice given by the leaders of that 
very aectioii— Mahatma Gandhi and rniidit Nehru a year ago. Their wise 
atotemciita have often been qnotcil and bear rc)>eti(ion. The Mnhntma said : *'My 
personal sympathies arc with England and France— I am not just now thinking 
of India's deliverance. It will come. But what wijl it be worth, if England and 
Franco fall." raiuUt Nehru said the same tbiifg in a different language : **We 
have re|«eatcdly stated that we are not to bargain. We do not approach the 

problem with a view to taking advantage of Britiiiira difficulties It ia 

perfecYtly true that in a conflict between democracy and freedom on the one side 
and Fascism and aggression on the other, our synipatbies must inevitably lie 
on Uio side of democrocy." Why then act directly ngaiiist these professiona and 
go to jail t I will say no more about them. 

Aa regards the altitude of the Muslima of India, as such, It it at clear aa 
daylight. If Islam was ever in donger, it ia to-day. The fat, ■woTlen-haaded 
Mnssuliwi assumed to himself the tittle of **Prutector of Islam" not long ago. 
His first generous act in this lelf-stylcd role wna to swajlow the amall HiialTm 
Hlattt of Albania withont ffle slightest iiisttriention or provocation, when King Zog 
and his consort with a baby in ber arma bad to flee for their livea 1 Hit next 
a^t waa to land troops in Egypt, another Mnslim State 1 The third overt eel of 
thia ’^Saviour of Islam*' waa to throw bombs at Bahrain 1 Hia fourth act whhli 
tjfoa the greatcat iuoult offered to the Muslims was bit attempt to set op a Kaaba 
for na at Harhar in Abyashiia I All that now remaina to bo dono by him with 
tha help of hia tmaster liiticr it to bomb He^sa, Iiaq and Palcatlno and iovolvo 
Turkey in the war and ^ will then have Jutitified bis pretensiona. Fortnnate^, 
tha awiftiieaa with wiflcb he ii being mauled on land and tea, Jastifloa na u 
hoping that thia T*roteci6r of Islam* will soon find himtcH flat on hia back on tha 
mat liOt me tborefore^ finally say without any beaitation * or eqnivoeatian that 
we Indian Muaaalmana shall resist by all meant in our power this IranteB fiolatta 
of Ml laws of God and man by beaais in the garb of human beings. 

The British Forces— Army, Ksvy end Air— are all doing our work dsawhao 
and it ia our pride and privilege that the blood of our men » being mlBilsd with 
thein la the noblest cause of saving httmanity from (otel desMotkm. Ttt a wfite 
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to BMkind will not nnd rnn _ not b« for{;ottrn and I «m convinoed Ui»t India 
Aft6r tho ncrincet that nhe is lUiikin^ will in no tli»t;iiit time her full aliaro 
of equality, freedom and JuBth-e within the IlritiBli ComiuonwcAlth of Naiious. 

Communal rnoirLEM 

And please do not for(;ot that at thin momciitouB hour leoHer thiu^EB that liave 
loomed oo laricc recently on your niGiitnl horizon must aisunic their ri^ht proiHur- 
iiont in the orheme of your life. They arc tomparalivcly trivial : and if Uirre are 
dtiTerenceB between you and olherR the tragedy that is bein^ enacted in Kuro|HS 
ehould make you realise how dan{;crouB and mischievouB they can be, on what a 
■hallow conreption of life they are built up. how eoinpletrly they arc founded 
uron ugly paBMOiiR, iiiBigniHeant ainhitiona and a total luck of liiimaii nnutioiis. 
We realiie that Binee life is what it is and men are what they are, theae pasRiouB 
and jealouBies will iinforlunntoly he there. But to-day in our country they have 
aoBumed a gigantic magnitude. This deplorable state of atrairB must disappear 
completely if wo want progrosH of any sort in India. It was cxiiected that in 
the face of the present danger these difTereiiccB would be forgotlon, and then under 
the influence of a unitM eflbrt disapiiear |>ermanently. After all when a tiger 
la roaming at large |H‘ople do not quarrel ahniit tlieir share in Uic coiiimtiiial 
food Bupply, for they realize that if they do not unite and destroy the animal 
there would no longer be a queHlioii of food Hii))ply for them, wherenB a similar 
problem of the tiger will have been solved. But that is wliat we seem lo bo 
doing at the moment here, and thoRC who were ex|)eclcd to introduce a saner 
frame of mind seem to me to he aggravuitiig the symptoms of nnieasonnhlcnciui. 
To state the situation frankly, a great deal has l>€eii made of cultural difliTcnccs 
between Hindus and Muslims and the impossibility of a eoniproniiso lietwecn 
the twa Now there is no doubt, as has been slated before, that in India there 
ore difTerent cultural forces at work, not Uie least iin|M>rtant among them 
being the modern Knropeaii civilization. There is no doubt also, that duo 
to tlie very great influence religion boa been on the life of Muslims in India 
aa eliewhere, their art, their poetry and their way of life is very largely designed 
after Arabian and Persian patterns. But that does not mean that culturally the 
Mualim is s complete alien to Indian traditions. Uiought nnd art, nor does a ifnitcd 
National Evolution mean tlie disnp|icarance of ibe two religions. After all iiidivU 
duals arc difiereiitly constituted, yet they do ro-opernie and work harmoniously 
together. Why should not communities with certain distinet and diflcrcut rcligioiia 
do BO ? Why can not individuals keen their intimate and private life disentangled 
from the public life^ and why shonid not Ifindus nnd Muslims keep their religion 
which after all is m man's private rGlattoiisbi|> with his IfOd or gods separate 
from their civic and political life ? If you took at the Hindn-Muslini problem 
from a common sense point of view the problem as aiiqb is not insoluble or 
ill-pervading. It we desire to And out only diffcreiiceB, big, small and 

insigDificaiit, between a Muslinr nnd o lliiulu and if the largeness of those 
differences can be Uie measure of our satiHfHclion wc can make most wonder- 
ful discoveries I As< an iHusiratioii just look to what wc have deliberately done to 
oor common language. Urdu haa been the mother tongue of the llindus and 
Muslims for centuries. Tlie very name and history of its growth shows tliat this 
Isngusge was the result of the contact of the llindus and Miissslmsns in India* 
yet unfortunately iiiaidioua aitiu'ks were made on this language treating it oa the 
language of the MnsMlinaiis of India and a proiwgaiida for on artificial Hindu- 
stani languoge which was not the laiigiioge of anybody in India wot timled oml 
it being given efleet to. Wliat hat been the result ? The Mussalmsiis unfortunately 
etorted etufiing in the Urdu laugiioge, Arabic and I'ersian words which were 
tbeoluteb unuecetsary and iu many cases have undoubtedly s]K>iU its charm. 1 
claim that tlie Kt Sir TeJ Haliadiir Saimi and I spmk Urdu but the 

Urdu which has been used by some Urdu lepers will not lie luiderslood cither by 
him or by meu Here we find s deliberate attempt by rxtrrmiata. of both commiint- 
lies ta create a aidil where no diflVrciice I xisted. In a country like India nith a 
population of over 350 millions, wc can even find materials to Miiptwt the wildest 
and most fanlattic siatemcnts of Mim hlayo ; hut is it at all helpful or iiscfiil in 
the present world coiidiiions 7 1 suggest that the f*lhcr line of spptomdi, winch is 
to rmphaaine iKniila of agreement, will lead to greater justice, limppinew and Mils- 
faction to both communities in every walk of life, stH-ml. economic and iioltlical. 

•ITiefe is no gainsaying the fact Oial |H4iiically we are all 

Indiana, wc breathe in the same atmosphere and till the ssme land. Wo are iuben* 
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ton of tbe lame old proud civilization and whatever w« may privately think and 
aspire after, out destinies are linked togetber. Differences that th^e are 1 have 
already admitted, but our lonndations of life are tlie same. Our political and 
social salvation can only lie in both Hindus and Muslims pooling their energies 
togeUier for the reconstruction of a bettor India. However much yon try there is 
DO other road to salvatfoii. Any other road will lead India to chaos, anarchy, 
bloodshed and perpetual aubiection. 

From a practical viewpoint too, even taking for granted the pessiinistic view 
of irreconcilable differences between MtiHlim and Hindu cultures there can be no 
other means of a better future for India. No amount of wishful thinking will 
perform the miracle of the total disapttcarance of millions of Muslims or llindns 
from OUT landscape. For better or for worse “till death do us part'* — that is our 
destiny. Even in such a situation the only sane and graceful thing is to arrive at 
some sort of working compromise, at any rate till the duration of the War. A 
compromise always indicates mutual generosities, a whole series of give and take, 
ooncessiona and sacrifices. 'J'he peace and concord that a compromise like that 
begets is a sufficient reward for all self-denials. And I conjure you earnestly, all 
young men, both Hindus and Muslims, to remember this hard, sane and iiicoiitro- 
vertiole fact when you enter a larger sphere of life. You must try to promote 
mutual understanding, mutual trust and mutual love and to remember voiir 
mutual obligations. Otherwise the example of Kiirope to>dny is before you. Vvhat 
racial arrogance and racial intolerance can do is Itring vividly onneted before your 
eyea. Do not lake up a defeatist attitude. With a broad minded approach our 
domestic differences can i)c and must be solved. 'J‘hc determination to solve it has 
to be found and once it is found, it wilt restore the chapter of fricndlincH, rordiidity 
and even affection between the two communities whic h unfortunately has been 
closed ill recent years. Remember, time is a great factor in destroying the 'J'otalita- 
.rian powers, and a United India will work the double miracle of bringing about 
their downfall and bringing India closer to the goal of |>olitieal and economic 
Iree^m. 


The Punjab Univer^jr Convocation 

The fnllowivg ia the ie.rf of the ('nvncuUtm Addrvas delivered Itg the HotChle 
Z)r, Bir Mulutmmad Zoffrulla Khun, K.C,B.J ; A'/.. {Htmuuray) Punjab, LL,B, 
Uionoura}^ 'London ; LLJK (Coutub) ; Barrinter-ut^Law {JAncvln'a Jmi^ : Judtfe, 
federal Court of Jndia at the uvnuul Convocation qf the Pvvjab VmveraiiUt held 
on the eSnd Dvcemlwr lU4l, 

Your 'Excellency, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Ladies and GenUemen, 

] am >dee|-tly Hensiiilc of the hojiour done to me by the 2'unjab Uni versily in 
caHii^ npon me to addicss you this morning. J deem it a high jxrivilrge to be 
permitted to meet you hero on Uiis occasion, liotb joyful and solemn, for those 
ol you who are just about to step across, as it were, the threshold of life. Most 
of my pasl associaflions with this beautiful and ixuposing biindliilg have been 
flomewhat awe-inspiring, related as they were to University examinations. This 
norutiig^s iunetion is of a different character, but facing an niidietice tike tliis, 
1 do wot fed any the more reassured than 1 did on the occasions to whidi 1 
have referred. 1 have al^my lime iisiened to a mimiicr of Convocatiou Addresses, 
and these may no douht serve s useful puri^ise, but when 1 wss a studeat my 
ova feetiags were that il I could be luvcHtrd with my hard earned degise 
wlUioat the aceompsniment ol s eermon I would feel all the happier and brighter 
for it, Trsdiiiott. however, is s very |K>weiiul force in humsii affairs and dies hard. 
The authorities of a Ifniversity, 1 am sure, would be deeply shocked at any 
•mcReBiion that a Convocation shoukt lie held without a Cun vocation Addrese. 
Thai would iuduoA in their eyes be ilamlet wiUiout the GhosL 8o at the 
Mdding of our oommoa Alma Matter 1 proceed to do a certain amontit of 
thiiilElag aloud, both fbr my own itenefit as wdl as for yours. If it should eo 
ehaaee thal some d you may find yoarsdvee taking an interest in what may 
be weiiag through my mind, yoa would he aumt wdeome to shore in joy 
thoMte. Many of yon may differ with sse and meet of you, 1 an afriud, may 
eftpiPy my ideas ntlier nonservative and even eoBHBOuplace, hut they relate 
to the leelifiee of life and in Uaie time of raidd rhenge and u|iheaval it may 
be el some valoe to remind ohieelvee ol reeliliee and to in^t some attentiuo 
10 iaademiBial thtogi. 



vai jai|^ nii^AB^u^ convocation sw 

t Wl:'1wit':iii|lli^ ' m aboiVt to cto«b the tbreohoU oMWik 

VfMl' a ftfibaiiBe lM'mtnKtiiii|!;, lecture does that esprpftaioii conjure up befdM 
has ., o^jelr '. Tiecn tlie piivnc^re of youth. Youth may -have 
_ ,^jir frefe It is from care In the sense commonly associat''’* 
^i^ttl iii.pliVfunV helplesB iiiid yet the of its fancy kooua 

;t, ia , ' f6r the battle of life and itf yet buoyed iij) Ity 
_ Irtpiea of 'jiom? confidence mid faith, ibc pros|MH:t its fahey spreada 
;it ii 10. lull of chat'm that it excites the'eiivy of older 

' ybt iiiai (^Yy IS lartrely teihi^red with pity. A Btudeiit, in iiOrmOi 
It ia, free, or at least tries to keej> himself free, from all preocctipafioiis 
that; ceiitM. round ^is aliidies aod other academic piirstiiis. He liaa no 
port ;or .lot id the running dr management of a single institution, ycl he argues about 
world omr with such ronvincUon, assurance and air of familiarity as mieht deceive 
^ uoinitjiaied info the belief that the most ex|)cricticed politicians and the 
sriaeat a^teaasen. are but amateurs as compared with him, and that the 
foidt:datioDS of the new irorld order will now be laid under his direction and 
yisioli. He ia atmost utterly destitute of all ecpiipmcnt rccpiisite for hja 
throujj^ liff^ yet. he is upheld by unbounded assurance; and the smile 
playing On hiiTipa and the light Shining in his eyes are witness to his inner 
oQuvictiop that the .world is only waiting for the 'day when he emerges froth 
tm Uairemty to ^‘laim him as one of its grent lesdcrH. Hope runs high in his 
b^ast and tJu| world appears to l)e only a tournament field which is beckotiitig 
to him to enter the lists and to walk away with the trophy. 

Disillusiooment begins when he goes home bearing with him his much 
prised Degree ,' which . marks, and is the witness, of n siicccssfut aendemte 
Car^r. Hisi , people .share in his joy, hut if they happen to be poor or even In 

ihodeit cireumsU'ncjm, they soon, negin to impress upon him the necessity of 

bis finding , a career, or at least remunerative employment for himself. He is 
aliade to realifs at what cost of painful economies sacririces and cren 
Jwirationa ha has been enabled to compkte his course of University cducatioh. 
tta l^infi to feel that his first duty is to slaiid upon his own legs, so as to bo 
no longer a burden tp his iieople, and, if possible, to make some return to them 
for all the eacrificea that tkey nave so cheerfully borne for his sake. Boon ho 
beiuus to look about for a career, and romantic dreams and ambitions begin 
to^ overshadowed by the dark and stark reality. With hope still high he knocks 
atthe. dootrs of department after department for employment. More often than 
not he receives no resiionse whatsoever, favourable or- unfavourable. In a very few 
eaecjs those who are. lucky, obtain a precarious foothold which might enable 
them to keep body and soul together and to maintain the spark of hope un- 
qaeiiched in the aecret depths of their hearts. In the case of the vast majority, 
hope begins to fade till the heart runs sick. Kven those who are successful In 

this quest are allotted tasks which they could have perrormed equally well and to 

which Qiey would cerUinly have adjiiHtcd thomscives better at the end of their 
school careers. It begius to look as if all the cost and labour spent on their Uni- 
versity education had been a waste. 

. 'ibis is a .depressing picture ; but it cannot be denied that the vast majority 
of.the prodiicia of our Univeraities has to go through this bitter experience. It is 
.true that our , Universities have produced men who are both an honour and an 
ornMOMt jU>., India and are rendering glorious service to the motherland in vartoiia 
WiMm. .of Ule* But if we were to make a comparison between the conditions that 
phsvaU jb. our country with those that obtain in other countries, we are forced to 
ciiip|ipis that the proportion of those who have made a real success of their lives to 
Ihpiia • who. Dhve snuk to the dark depths of failure in the ocean of struggle is 
blUfuBy low in our country as compared with other countries. 

Oqr tJoiveraitiee are enUiled to take just pride in the high aebtevemtots 
scientific and literary fields of men like Tilak. Uokhafe, 
Bomi^ lEamaii, Sulaimtn, Tagore, Iqbal, and many otliera ; and I must 
bi nadinratood as wanting in appreciation of the value of Univento 
S&Biiibo ipiA the ri^ that it ia making towards our naUonal BIcl 

Ii id igd , . I haira , a deep aod sincere appremation of aiid admiration for tlm 
MrirafeitiitM in ipile of serious handicaps have in Ae PMt rradeM, 

' ^ lervioe of inestimable value to the mdthenimd. vbr 

addnMriaK 


r- oC our >oun(5 mih who eioirtf 'Uie 

U tmt UiiiroriUcu. and «i>o tkougb auiplj ~ 





8B0 THE CONVOCATIOiY ADDREBBSB t LAtiOftf- 

nfttnre with intcllceluAl irifti, are not likely to find opportnnitiea of uing 
them to I he beat ndTanta^e. It is a pressing problem, and if adfunate 
attention is not paid to it, and remedies to deal with it are not devised 
a* «h early date, the consequences may be disastrous. 

I will not pretend that 1 have ready to offer yon this morning a detailed 
scheme of reforms whil^h would meet all the rrqniremewts of the situation. That 
is hot a task which can be successfully acenmplisiied by any single individual, nor 
would the remedies when discovered be capable of beinfK presen ted within sco|)e of a 
Convocation Address. All that I propose to do is to offers few observations on one 
or two aspects of this problem which might be found helpful by those who might 
be called upon to deal with it in detoil. 

In my view, the evil is aggravated hy our failure to determine and 
expound the goal of ednention with respect to each individual or group 
of to individuals before a course of higher education is entered ufKin. 
We must not forget that however desirable and useful education may 
be in a general sense, the. (‘Iioicc of a course, in the esse of vast majority 
of indiviuiinls, must be defermined by considerations of need and* object. 
A uniform educational ideal is neither suitable nor desirable for all sections 
of the community ; diUcreiit educational objectives and a variety of edneationsi 
courses must be devisetl to suit the needs, cireumstAnces and intellectual 
catmcitics of diflereiit se<‘tions. 

If all those seeking ndmissioii to our Universities were free from phyaieal 
want and the necessity of earning a livelihood, it might be contended with reason 
that everyone of them should be at liberty to pursue whatever courses of studies 
his or her fancy might dictate, and should coiiiitiiic to ptirsue them for as long m 
his or her inclinntioii lasts. The truth of the matter, however, is that 99 per cent 
of our students enter upon a course of University education for the purpose of 
turning it to account ns a menus of earning their livelihood ; niid as things are at 
present, these means are extremely limited. The most obvious choice that presents 
itself to a large majority of our graduates is entry into the various grades of the 
public service. Failing that, there arc a certain number of professions, sdatistion 
into the ranks of which is alnnist entirely free and is at the choice of the entrant. 
There is a certain amount of scope in business and industry, but st present it is 
limited. Beyond this there is no scope in this country for the suitable employment 
of its educated youth. 

'I'he public service docs not provitic careers for more than a few thousand 
|ieo)>1e, as against which the number of those who graduate from the Universities 
would run, in the course of generation, into hundreds of thousnnds. 'i'he 
professions, nsrliculaily those of law and medicine, are already fearfully over- 
crowded, ana the majority of entranta into these professions is not able to 
secure a bare niiiiiroum livelihoo<l. 1 do nut think I am wrong in stating that on 
the average the majority of our ginduntcs are not able to earn, in Government or 
privote employment or in one of the professions, half as much as they were accusto- 
med to spend in college. Purely, this menna a distressing waste of economic sud 
iiitelleclusl resources and effort, 'i'hc pritfcsKions are not only overcrowded but 
continue to attract in large numbers lyitcs of men who have not been fashioned or 
endowed by nature for the pursuit of those i^rofessions. 

line refuge from tlic urgency of the pioblcm that Is too easily resorted to is 
that all this will be act right when India becomes ^politically free. Assuming that 
iliere may be some truth and 'justification behind that statement, must the problem 
eoniiiiiie to grow in its ditliculty anti complexity, and roust a solution be not attemp- 
ted till India has nttniped its freedom '! What about tlie appallhig waale and 
Uie heartrending distress that must ho suffircd and endured in the meantime 1 
Besides, if we liavc the courage to focc realities, wc must admit tliat bowevet 
desirable it may lie that India should at lain its freedom as early as possible, that 
will not by itself resolve the problem that is holding our attention at the moment 
It is said that with the nltninmeiii of tKdiiical freetiom thoiiiaiida of high salaried 
posts in the ndminiKtration will be thrown oitu to liidisiis. That ia true lo far 
aa it goes, but iiow fur would that take us in finding a solution of our difficulties ? 
'Jlieiie posts would scniecly suffice to abnoih the surplus talent that Is availsbls 
even to-dav. On the other hand, if the (uivernmeiit of a free India ia to do iff 
duty in the educationnl field and its ediicHtional ideals continne to be those that 
aro current to-day, graduates will be turned out by our Universities on a vastly 
incrcaa^ scale, with the result that the struggle for entrance into the publie service 
will bceoiao a hiindrcd-foid more intense than it is to-day. Let us, Iheidors^ 
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mtiDM to Mre by cren poMible lMitia*te bhhw to hdH ■bMt Oat moH 
dcmbk of all eoaMmmauoM the fraeaoai ol India I'lmt let aa aoi dliada aaf 
■dtoa with the hoi* that the aehieveiDent of Into’a I teedeai will aatoaMlIialb 
•olfc UiM proUem that we heye been diacuMiog. If the piohte waie the les:^ 
of Indie*# political dependcneo alone, it hould not ha?# ariei in eottntrte thal m 
politically free. Yet ooantrlen that have been free for oeoinriee We been ealled 
upon equally with India to face thie problem and ha?e had to dtfiee ipeelie 
lemediee for ito eolation. 

^ We ^ muet, therefore, addreee nureetfee to the root of the matter now, and in 
my opinion the Tery firet requisite ia that parents and teachers muat fully realise 
the object with which a oouree of University education should be entered upon. 
To the fortunate few who are not under any necessity to seek employment for the 
eake of earning a livelihood, it should be open to select whatever courses of edu- 
catioo might appear to* them suitable or attractive. No doubt it would be deeirable 
that the eoursee selected should have some relation to the Unties and obligation# 
that thev are likely to be called u|x>n to discharge in adult life. For instance, 
coufiea- of atudy compriaing agriculture and aubjects connected with it, together 
with training in the management of agricultural estates, might be snitablo lor those 
who ere likely to find themselves owners of large estates. Courses in economics 
end commerce; together with trainings in biimuess incilioils, might be of help to 
those who ere likely to be interested in commercial enterprises. Those who are 
llfcely to be connected with industry in its higher ranks would find it helpful to 
pay attention to practical sciences during the cotirHc of their University education. 
Those desirous of entering public life would find it useful to pay attention to 
political adence and administration. It may not l>e easy in every esaa to make 
a clear cut choice at the time when a higher course of atudy has to be entered 
upon ; bnt unless some sort of choice is made and a bent ia given to the mind at 
that early stage, the greater part of the benefit to be derived from University 
education might be lost. It would be fair that young men and women belonging 
to this class should be called u|)on to bear the full cost of their fNlucation ao as 
not to make the provision of educational facilities (or them a financial burden for 
the rest of the community. 

WiUi regard to the vast maiority of young men who are about to complete 
their s^ool course, it roust be clearly recognised that their educational goal ia 
aomethiDg which would enable them to make a suitable living. This class again 
muat be mvided into two sections. There wilf be those who are physically and 
intellectually fitted to derive the highest benefit from University education, and 
thus conatitute the beet material from which captains of industry, directors of 
commercial enterprises, leaders of professions and the higher ranks of the public 
aerviee ought to be recruited. It should be the duty of the State as well aa 
of the community to sec that nobody who is fit to be included in tills category 
faila to complete a suitable course of University education merely because he 
lacks the financial means towards that end. If bo himself or those who are 
responsible for him is or are unable to provide adequate finance, the deficiency 
must be made up by the State or by the community by means of liberal stipends 
and ooneasaions iit the matter of fees. etc. .... 

Tills would still leave us to deal with the isrgeat number of those who have 
arrived at the echool leaving state. Their parents and guardians roust recognise 
and reconcile themselvee to the sad reality that in the case of iha vast majority 
ti tlieaa a normal coiiiae of Univeraity education will be a waste of time, efibrt 
and money. For thoae of them who have no further ambition or are no bettor 
fitted, th an to aeek clerical employment, the wisest course would he to arrange 
to pioenre trmitiog of a clerical character. For those that dcttve and are fitted 
by inelinatioB and otherwise to enter the subordinate ranks of industry, courses 


regard to category according to its nerds, circumstsnoes and rapacities. 

neeeeriiy of some such clsssification has indeed long been raeogniiicd, but 
Tery llttlt hue so Ua been done towerde giving effect to thie method of cleeeifiea* 
tiou et the proper etege end providing edeanale fecilities for the further cdocetioii 
end tndniug of ttoee in whose cece the ordinsry srte or ecieaee cemrm et o 
University are not regerded ee euitable. Mechinery muet teert op, both ee pert 
of ff w tfml eyetem ee oC our University system, which ihoald et eniteblo 

and eOBvaniait stages go on meking the selecitone and giva api^rieta advl^ 
In guaiSans ood studcnti with regent to eonriee of aoueeiion, aa wall 

tbat mev be open to the letter sad ibe which they 
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timf ftiffiiL "THM M ndt the to cfAbrnte tmA dfhilv (tipon the^kliito 

M bii!t fhnft f iieH mucldn^rj^ n 4Hk« df the need# ^of the 

contSfr;^^ if dtl (ne fdfifiif tr&ftte to yrhicli .f linve Hinwo attention ie to be eToiided 
^'*4 tmi taltift ‘IhMthPMfd’by tlw yOtiih thie voiiniry I# to lie eih ployed 4n 
b^dfteonVt^butttfdN. Oiiwite of no deiimt. Nor ranet the oetivitiee •of tbie meehinery 
hr' OOflKiidA .to the rottr' iittlle of otor ednentionat jnetitutioilB. viuet 

rompriw the wbplo of the country, m m to brtiip: about a (cecrect ^TMittion 4:tf 


t!he^ dbjetoji 'of 'eHuctftion* inioiii? of! elitowM of the commuftity Tbie ie poMible 
of lKbimtDekrt'*by eerthin Outte fintple niethOtbt. uor need the es^Miiee be eneh 
ai <0 fneMn pi^vin<*la1 Fiirenee Miniefem. On the other hand, the beiieffte to f>e 
deifvddi from the ertiitij; itn of ftiiiciiiiiert uhieh could *t «i eerfy ita^ Ipre 
0 proper dhreetiun to the ncidemie iaboiini cd the youth of 'this comrtty ctO he 
rhiidfljf imagiiied and are incalculnbie. Ae hooii n§ this maclrinery beams to work, 
thh State. fM well as the Comninnity, uiU be^in to rCnliee tn what direetifUiis 
the'tacilUiee for edueatidn and traiiitn^ already exiaiina hte adiHiiiate ; tii what 
nepl^a, if any, they are atlpeiHiiotia, atidf in what direetiona rttey are deficient. 
For iifatairc^, one de>*eloi>fiienrt tbnt can bo ioreeeon eron lo-dat, ie that 
foeilUtta for btiainrae. commercial, tei'htiteal, mecbatiical end ocientiAc traiuina. 
may bare to be raatly inercaaed ; coiiraai in prnctic.il aciencea and fooititiea fOr 
rei&reh at the Unn'eraitiea may harve to l>e multiplied, and (he preaatire on the 
pur^ arts and literary aide mi^ht be eomewliat eaacd. ^i'he ednrational pattern 
will then beain to aaauine a better eo-ordkrated and more harmonioua deiiian* 

The neaimnaHmlity of a Uiiivetwfty towards its stiidenta and the reaponafbiHty 
Ofthb ftitdeiKi IliemBrlvea towards fhe community would, however, not end 
' To be able to make a decent living is not a atudentHi sole repoiisihility, 
only object of hia Univeriity education. He 
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Other mOttera dutlnir hie school and University career. 

die neaieeted and are not adc<|tiatifiy and confciinioiialy attended to. courieB 

of school and Uiuveraity education, lioacvcr carefully dciiscd, may not alone prove 

■liffleient to make him a iisefni member of society and a dilisent serraat of his 
peoola and hit country. These other maiteis may be described as moral qaalitikB 
add rodponalbnitica. 

Monif reafKinsibilitica arc imt confined to University atudents alone. KveTy 
Individual is exjiected to ACt:,^f and diachar^'p them. It must however, be redihira, 
and Ihia is even truer of India tlmn of oilier coniitries, that the bi^her a man’s 
edniiption, the hicher Is the moral slandaid that is expected of him. It it also to 
be Ikirne in mind that the example set by an educated person la apt to affect the 
eondndt of a much wider circle of (tcople than the duiiiK^a m an obscure and 
linknbwn member of the comnurnlty. Any falling off in this respect, therefore, 
among the ttndents of our Uuiversities. would not only unfit them for tbs die- 
Siarge of their own responsibilities and for rendering toithfiil service to their 
mothelrland, hut would also lower the moral standards of the whole community. 

Moral qualities are not the moiiopody of any particular faith ; indeed every 
religion Utes ita stand upon moral refotm. There may he differences iu the 
teachings of different religiona wHh regard to details ; for instance, fhe c assificaiion 
of .)a^al qiliditiei and the mi«nB of dcvdmdng mpi^f consclousoess and reaponsibi- 
llty, the methods ol moral disease and of promoting moral heMth, but 

there is little diffeVeoee with regard to the need of moral principles and their 
application (p everyday dlfe. Even those who do not identify tnemtelves with any 
tnifticuhir rwigiou life hgroed with regard, to the necMsIty of the development of 
moral qiialltiea, though th^ may peihaps be at a loM to fttfniidi any adequate 
idaion Tor ,the lecoglptiibn of this necessity. 

l^oral qaathlw eth very la^y affected by habit . and' diarlieter and it wUl 
not be denied |hef ^ <oo8t fmpTessionablp imod of a iniA life untlng'wliiA 
his ehayavter is moulded into definite ^ahe is tnot which be aiMndir ih edml and 
eMiM. Univeraitj atitdcnfs nil the world over are stiOpjcly ntlMed Hy ' j^lSea 
hi ^ ^ i^nnetiop^M of older ^he^e to & etmtiSly. nfiTlmwuiSruht 
hdlfieienOy it^liM, iM, M wMhbcceiifal&.ui^^ it te 
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hMe m. 

to 1^ with nSKU tet W^ un tl Wl iM lH «MBpiMl4)l^|Mpto!«)<: itiS» Ito^ 
WOiqto:aBiMMft.iil ebMaeler, bceowM tHtoiuaMt of tfiMM*.' mnI; oMIMrito 
wd thei |NO{ito'«9 aa^.conutrict «at of: liicet deniamliw Wa- to iooh% nUil 
teto patwfci llM ttevdopmaot of toorai qnaliiiea ii^ Iher^, an ladiapahtoUa 
MtolMl vfto oaoqr kind of national aarvieo. A nation that aapiica to voUlioal 
freedom 1^ IB ansiona to inaiiiUiii it mnat make it iu firat eoncaAi toaaa that 
i** ** ®* moral leaiiooaiimity: 

li>f ir.mt n i«ekin}j:v‘politioM frcodbm M onll briiift dttftsien ta ite wake m 
«jU be ialiipiMki^c io lAauitiriu lot ati]F leni^UL oi limew 

Htoa.h asah^ it, ia not my porpoea, to cadtark upon a detaiied •taplaBatioa of 
Ibe ittecal Aiiafiliea, a combiimtiun of which would leauit in produoinic iwrfeck 
citiaeiM abd coiiieQiiciitly a perfect nation. All that 1 iiitcud toiilo ia to cUaIr 
aUauiion 16 two or three iwindpal qimlitm which niwt Im placed in the forefront 
of any : prot^famme; which aima at buildiiiit up individual and iiatUiiial cbiwacleri 
aud the oret of Ihoee in my opinion ia sineehty. No individual can attain . to any 
real aucecaa in life nitlcae he ia eoBviiicca of the bit;h value of thb ideal he ia 
pnrauio};, luiri rcaliaoa that the BliKht4!at atrayiiiK from Ida goal or levity in the 
pitreuit of it ia Imuad to end in failure. All effort put forth by a percoB whoaa 
heart ia Bot in bia work aiid who doca not believe in Die value of the ohjeet lor 
which he ia. workiiiir in abecr waste and can result in no prod t cither to himself 
or <o hiH people or Ilia country. It is only one who aoleuiiily determines hie ideel 
and; sHtccrely eiilore tt|)oii Uio puraiiit of it. who can carry on hie Inboiira 'wltb 
dilii^enee and. perHeverniirc, pitUiiis; aside air tciuidaiions and -ovcrcomiafi all 
obstacles that he miglit meet ou the way. A lii^hl-hrartcd drift alonte pat^ tliak 
apiHiar lor the moment to be pleasant mid olTef the least resistance een leed 
inuividiials and nations only to ultimate ruin. 

Take tiio matter of Tdiinon, wiiich ia or^nt least out^bt to be the most' ecrioiis 
fai'tor in a man’s V life, and moat powerful motive imwer behinii hit artioua. 
'Ilioiiflantls 6f yonnt; men in our llnivcTsities profess to identify tlicmaclvca wiUi one 
faith Of another wlio have Httlo laiowlodiio of the docariiies of that faith oml whoae 
cottdip^t ill conforms to its teachini^Sa Tliey ailopt die colours^ so to apeak, of % 
taijtli hut lure itnwilliiiK to accept its rcsimusibilitics. AssiimiiiK that tlieiriaith if 
ftapable of . iron ferrinpr real beuents upon ita followers, what bmefits can it confer 
u|KHt .followers .such na these ? On tne other hhnik if it is a creed from which all 
W'OrU^ has I dciwteil, those who : I'Oiitittiio to ; profusa allcjiciBiico to it, only U^stify 
against Ihf ir* own honesty and sincerity. If wc were all acriont and^aincero about 
a nuiticr of< Hfich vital concern to humanity and made a deep study of that which 
wa profess to bolirve jn, our livca wouhlfnniish iilctila for others to follow, and we 
wonhl.iiot only ilrivc incalcnlnblc lieiidits therefrom onraclvcs, but would also make 
a ;iremcci(loiis contribution towards the. lulvnnconieiit of the whole of tlie natkm 
tieaixc to wn enviable state of ]Ksrfci*tton; The diversity of fnithli that preiyiila m 
India wouhl under those conditiona hoeome a source of jiciw'c and i^omfort for tlra 
people of (thia country rntlicr than a pcrtudiinl cause, of as untoriiinately it 

is to-ilay. With what aiiiicerity can a niau dt»Tilio iiimsolf as a Christian, wm 
docs, ivpt bclidvc iiii all iliat the llible tem-lies and is not iireimii^l to conform li» 
roiiduct -to, the ciample set by Jesns:. WiUi how mneh truth cim a man eall 
bipiseU O: Xfbulu, wlio dors not bclicvx in die V«Us and otJier sacred ^*rif>tii^ w 
the ..iliiidu taitli,. , and is . not prcparctl to conduct his We in confonuily wiui the 
tcacluuixB; eoiitained Uierciii. A iwrson who does not simvsrcly belnwo in w 
toactrniffff [contained in Ibe Jfoly Qurnii^ .and.4s not preparw to discharge Uie uuifia 
ond'. tospbiisibilitlca. laid upon .its followers by Islam, dutieH and respoimibiltim 
WlMcli mnatf . .regulate their conduct as individuals and ns niemben of society, _ weUr 
co,ndii(;^t in .tiiO'OCOiiomic as well iiS in tlio imliticid sphere, their conduct a* 
niidjMipniiiic. rimen,! their conduct uBfOUMierB and as siibonhiiatcs, haa no nght to 

cnll iiiibsclf a Muslim. . , . .. ab^ 

, t^pciug tlmt a very large pro|X>rtion of our young men are jir the maltw oi 
iicUef i^hunltiwl. tQsnothiiig more serious Uiau a set ^ su|iorficial jtpgmaia and^io 
the ihattpf of cdndiud arc preiwal to Ins governed by **^”***l^J*,JI*^ 
(IfMriates-.of- iaHlnijsi or iliciiro!wiii 'biWinatioMS, and yet conhmie to promiw pcrpctiiM 



et^pk^ s^Bcocity V all their rdaiwna, beliefs and conduct. 
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■errieo to the cause of our people and of onr coiitif;y. and indeed to humanity 
itself, than to imprcKS itpoii Uic minds of our yoitn .r men nnd women that tl^ 
must make no {>retciK*c of bclicvifi;; in that which tiirir hearts liavc no faith in, 
and that if on the otiicr hand, they do believe in a relii:ioii, tlicy must act in 
conformity wiUi its icarhin^s, so that tlicrc is com i lctc harmony hctwoch their 
bdiefs imd their conduct. 

I/st us take Aiiotiicr instance. Hicre arc many young men who believe that 
true national service is incomitatiblc with (iovernment employment under the 
present conditions, and yet Uiey ore ready to saiTiAce their belief and |iriiicij>lcs os 
soon as the cliancc of apiiointnicnt to an attmetivc ( Government iH)st comes Uieir way. 
On the other hand, there is a very large section of onr young men who believe 
that tiioitgh the present system of Ooveniment may not be jxirfcct or best suited 
to Indian conditions, yet no l>etter alternative is for lln: moment available. When 
the eftorts of some of Uicso young men to obtain stiitablc < Government employment 
prove unsnocessftil, however, they bct'omc the soverest critics of tlic iirescnt order of 
tilings and begin to characterise it as a curse for the country. These are verv 
disappointing symptoms. The day on which our young men resolve that under all 
conaitione and etrciimstanccs tliey woidd in tlicir cdiTrliict adhere to tlieir principles 
and ideals, whatever tlic prejudice or injury that they may lie caHciI «ik)ii to 
suffer, will be the day on which the foundations of Die true frooilom of this country 
wilt have been laid, and from that day onwards we may look forwdnl to a glorious 
future for India, (liven a generation of young men and women inspired by 
eomfilcte sinocrity of piir|iose aud pcrfc(‘t consiKtency in conduct, we may yet 
witness what will tlien no longer be a miracle, namely, that if they call upon 
monntains to move from their places, tlioy shall do so ; and if they call u]>on 
rivers to cease to flow, equally will those obey tliem. 

'Jlie neit moral quality to which 1 desire to draw attention is truth and 
righteousness. Until these liocome the characteristics of a tialion, it is useless 
to cipect that It could win the trust and res|>oet of other iintiotis, or that trust 
and confidence could obtain between Its own mcmliors. National honour and 
dignity can be firmly established only if no consideration whatsoever, whether 
personal or national, no hope of advantage or fear of loss, no prosi>cct of pleasure 
or of relief from pain, will induce the individual to etray by a hair’s breadth 
from the path of rigtiteoueiiese. le it not true that whatever outward deference 
we may be compcllcti to pay out of considerations of courtesy or good manners 
to a person whom we have ceasiKl to regard as triitlifiil, we can entertain no 
reeticot for him in our hearts ? If that is so, we must criually realise that if we 
ourselves are not completely righteous in the wliolo of our dealings and conduct, 
we cannot win or retain the rcs|)ect or esteem of otlicr people. Iiistaiioes have not 
been wanting where men of the highest nrubity and integrity, who would rather 
loee all that they hold dear than tell a lie in piivntc life, have not^hesltated to 
make public proiiounccrocnU which they know were not true, siinidy Itccause in 
their view the eamo elaiidard did not apply to public, life as ought to apply 
to private life, lliie le a moat vicioiie distinction which Jms hern ree|)oiieihle 
for a great deal of mieebiof and ought never to be tolerated. It muet be 
recogniecn that it ii aa diahononralde to utter or act n fulscliood to serve the 
tnppoecd intereate of one’e nation, os it ia to act or niter one lo servo one's own 

C rivato ends. Yet wo often see that while a person who (dicats another person 
I iistly regarded wMi moral ahhorrciii*e, nataicsmaii who sncccesfiilly chcale • 
whole nation, provided it Is not* bis own, is often ncclainictl as a hero. Ktirely, our 
ibfinilion and etandaM of truth and rightcotisticsH must he iiiiiforni and apply 
eqndly Upnll nspeete of OUT iudividiial. eominiinal and naiional oidivitiee. Eaeh 
Indlvlona], who adopts this staiidani and adheres to it througliontd>ecomea not 
only the eivloiarof hie own eenl, but aleo liel|iH to set .up a high etaudard of 
national hononr oiid makes an iiivoliiable eontribiilioii to the ndvniieemeiit of liia 
peof^ nnd hit country. How often Itaa not ItUiUiry rcM*nnUil the rise to •optileiice 
and power of iiatioiie on the wings of prolnty ami inicgrtiy, and equally often 
(dironirled tlieir fall when Uicm enpiiortH hail l>ci*oina weakened. 

llie nest moral quality that I would wish to emphasise is diligence and 
enneentrotion. By these I mean tlie eo-onlinatioii of llie mind and the body in 
nil efibrt that might lie undertaken an as to make all labour, and particularly 
IntalleeUwl labour, fruitful of reaiilla. Why is it tliat out of a large naming of 
•tndentu nlmoot equally endowed nature in reaiwct of physical and intellentiial 
qohlltiai^ oomo ore able to forge much farUier ahead U aii othm, while upending 
mo mnia tee over their books than thm leas eacceeafol compeen T Obvlooely, 
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because Utey hare trained ihcir iniiida tn ronmilrnlc on irlia<c\er they may l«o 
en^aKed a|«oii at any liim\ h»> tlml the inidlrchial and phyhiral fanUiicH have 
b^-omc aceuatovod to working; in n happy purtnership with •:ival rcHidtiiiK 
phyMral . as well as iii(clle<‘tiial. Your own c.\{i«:iicn«‘o Uuriii;^ ihc various slant** 
of your acatlemic esrciT must have fiirniKhod 3011 with many illiiHtralioiis of this 
principle. All tlial ^ 1 desire lo sir«*ss is that conrcnirnlion is n mailer o[ trsiniii}^ 
and can with a corlaiii aiuouiii of erne iiiul ntteniiun hevomc a mailer of liabil. 
The lack of smdi iraiuiii;' loads lo a tromeiuloiis waste of pliysical and inlellcv ltial 
efTort in our Univorsitics wliioli the youth (»f any nation mn ill-alVord. A litile 
more atlcnlion jmid to Ihis matter hy tcarhers and i^rofossors, combinctl with 
a ccrtuiii amount of iflorl on the part of siuileniB, should lead to n vast improve* 
ment in many directions. When th«^ mind .nud the body continue to work, for 
lout; Inmrs out of harmony with eiu-li other, the nervous stiaiii must often become 
unbcarahlc ami not only will the hdtutir result in waste, hut ini;;ht Ic.'id to injury. 

Hiuiple liviiii; is the next (pudii^ lo which it is iieccttsary to draw your 
attention. This is a quality which is desirable niuunu all iintious and in all 
eouiitrics, hut its need is ^ivatcst tniioii;; couiitiics and nations that are 
comparatively tHwr like our own. 'I'nic, there me a certain iiuiiiber of wealthy 
people even nmon;^ us, hut their proptiriiun to the rest of the population of thn 
country is very low ns coiii|*aicd with oihcr ctuintiics. The Avcrn;;e income of an 
iiidh'idual in the country is liiu.hi fully sinull, so that normal course of education 
is beyond the iucaiih of the vast uiiiioiiiy ui the people. The dilliculty is enhanced 
hy Um expensive standard of sttulcnt !ih* wiii«‘h is l>ciii^ set hy those of our 
sludenCS whoso parents arc coiiiparativc-ly will ntt‘. A very heavy respousiliility 
rests uiioii youiiK mca of this class. Rivalry and imitation arc charactarislics 
of youtbu This imVed is not a defect, as. these (pialities arc in themsewes the 
greatest im'cntivcs tow.ards the acquisiiuio of kiit>wlcd^e. Rut posscssiu/ these 
qualities it is idle lo c\pe<‘t tiiat youii^ men who urn sssocialcd with each other 
throughout the twenty-four hours in an edticatiunal iiiHtitulioii should not be 
affect^ by each other’s hahits, matiiicrs and standard of living. Those of our 
students who adopt an cx|)ciiMivc style of living while at the University compel 
by their exaiupie their less fortnnatc comrades to adopt a standard which in 
many cases may he beyond their lucans. ’ihe result is tlint some of them have 
to abandon their acudemic eureers in the middle ;whilc in the case of others, the 
financial strain becomes ao severe that yiniiii;cr lucnibcrs of the family are 
deprived of all chance of uhtuiniu^ hit;licr oiiiicatiun, or it may he that the 
earning memlicrs of the family arc forced to have rsi'ourse to unfair and illicit 
means of earning money. In soiuc eases the sttulcnt himself may he forced to 
stool) to dishonourable practices in order lo niigmcnt Ips financial resources, 
'file wealthier class of our Htudeuts may argue that tlieir iiioiicy is their own, and 
if they choose to siHiiul it in providing ihcuisclvcs with expensive clothes, Kiving 
expensive eiiteriaiiimciits, and paving fitcjiiciii visits to the cinema, it is iiob^y’s 
business but their own and no blame can iH)ssibly attach to them. A good citizen 
however, docs not live for himself alone, and if we were to accept the principle 
that every individual is completely free in his own actions, culture tnd civilisation 
would have no meaning wliaicvcr. it is of the very cssonce of culture Ihnt a man 
■hould be willing to sacrilicc that which may lawfully belong to him for Uie 
benefit of his fcllownicn. Rut in this case the sacrifice would not he duo 
altogcUier to altruistic, motives, the most immediate and direct benefit would 
result to the individual concerned himself. On the other band, it added to the 
normal cost’ of c<lticatioii an rxpciibivo standard of jiving as to mult 
as it must, in drastically limiting the numbers of those who may aspire to 
University education, the loss will not. be conlincd to tliOM who are thus depnvM 
of chances of obtaining higher ctliicaiioii. If the spread of higher education in the 
country is arrested, those who sucrccd in ohtnining it will cither have to cut them- 
selves asunder from tlic general life of the community and thus become^ stnngcrs 
to ihcir own iKoplc, or will have to reconcile themselves to an inferior intelleotual 
standard as they will have to pass their lives surrounded by ignorance and euper- 


In order, therefore, lo widen the domains of euUure and education, to save 
middle class citizens from cxireines of financial sacrifice and privation for the me 
of piovidiug cdiieatioii for ihcir children, and out of eonsideralion for the fmlinge 
of thdr Icee fortunate fellow sliidcnts, it is necessanr ^ 

ample meaita should vdliiiilarily impose ni*oii •• 

life as mey be poesihle iu the mstter of food, cntcriaiumeut. clothee sud amuee* 



mntf. I hm no dowl Uini ofon fnen tills elsss of stadimU will Isrs mneii better 
Aiw iMr fellow etodiiili, bat tli^ will tees eel on eniwlteite onan^ 4tod wiH' 
krpni wMMte • tUtegs/ W who mej 'not! be sb^ . welt 

fc eg ni ifl bfilovinae ae tbemsdese; 'Not mfistiwo f4Mt;ot ihst simple ‘Hvliig helps' 
to tbrldfee - tlio') leaU which dWidfs difltoent sections of ^ the eommunllT. n eeHsIb 
sodatries the nnequili discrUmtlon< of wealth snd' the bie^mditicsiTesNlutiw iiife^ 
boeo'slfoiflyi ted^tom fierce and roineas' internecine conilict -Agsid/ bitfiili’idfi 
liaterif bare: w tendency^ to grew npcfn thctr vlelinis like drug hiibiti' ond e teatt' 
Who >be 0 oines 'Sbenstoiiied to w liie of lontiry, becomes in* the. end a^ bcisig*4|ibH 
fioiBi his felldw»eii, > snd< loses oH symfiatliy with them. fiO' far < ss^ any ser? tee - to 
the^eotmoianity or the ooan'try is ebncernto snob a person bSeowMS uetefiy nseless. 

> 1 ' 1 must iiiDi bs understood to oondemtiii^ wealth ssid ev sneh; It’ to 

not the omfaisiiton of wealth that is erii, it is the manner el spehdiag it thst tony 
often be so* Nobody • <possetsiiigi s < balsneed mind esii hare Isay qnorral widv w 
state of society in which by the t.Mtof hts mitnrsl tsteate one man ' is nctiabted^ to 
earn more then another. It is only when .acquired or inherited wealth is 'need' in a 
nmniier which divides society' into different and hostile eeeUons^ oiiil by eetidii'g 
essmples of indnigehoe on the one ndc, exoiles greed> envy smK halreii Alt' the 
Other, that wenUh lieeomes Uio cstiso of revolution and blboottfiMi wlii<«li‘ desitov 
all- ROeial order and all feeling of human l>TOlhcrlioe<L ^by in it that hisitte'S 
famify no feelings' of • envy or maHce arc entertained ngainst its brend-wbihee t 
lA is not lUte to tiie fard that cvet^y member of the family nslises Ihsi wimsseer 
the bread-winner earnr tioeor'ies tlic support and means of miitomsnm' of tlm Whblb 
ksnily and is not «;i:iire(y appropriated by the iHrcaihwinaer bimself ? • BtoSly 
then, if those members of society w*lin are more favoured by forUiiie in > the ' mtdw 
of Mwqslih And property tbaii others, were to reimrd Uiomselves os; tenstecs on 
behalf ;; of the rest of. the community and to admit at Uirge a litimber of tbelr 
fdlAwifien as pomihle to the bonorits winch wealth and prtqHnrty represent, not * only 
will there not be eiitcrtaincd any feeling oMiostiliiy towards them but ! they »<iwln 
be looked up to with gratitude, and atfuctioii in the same 'manner os the brsod- 
wintier in erfamtiy is looked up to l)y the rest of the faniily^ 'niis stele . of offiili^ 
can- be brought about only if the. wealthier rntmlicrs of the eonuaanity were 
voluntarily to adopt a simple and irnostentetions liinimer of iiviugl . . 

loiBtiy, there is the duly to strive for national unity ^ No ricqple can claim 
to be a nation unless it itosesscs unity iir 'certain csrenlials;. The ut^bte iM^ifeslent 
of the word **iiation*’ which ie .also current in Urdu tad is whli warleiatood to 


Northern India is **qauni\ In Arabic it denotes roodcnition^lsuiiinrvisinntsnd 
])ermanence. The meaning of Uie word ;Aiab)t;.>r:ihtoefCNre^ is w ooniniiiidty 

which seeks to establish a system .ihat makes provt;fM>»»lDr Iho needs of aU ita 
sections, supervises the working of timt syslero,<Bo that no ii i.ri rests >ism ; ii€glqeteil, 
and strives . to give it |iermsnencc. This is a very ecxmpi’plinisivc defiiktUou . id 
dailies and rcBpoiiBibilitici of a coromiinity which seeks >to fw *t«ou as a nisLinh. 
if/ therefore, wc desire to function as siielb Ahc :very firsticsstritial ia to.hrjiiig 
about national unity, patriotism eaiiuot com|>ietcly fidfil .'its plwpose :iu}ti.iite 
sc^(j])e is so widened as to tiicltide Uie attainment, not only of ; political lTerdinii;^ ,{nd 
also of national u ni ty. Experience has Shown Uiat such nii i ty is • not^ :to ' her sriiuwod 
merely by verbal declarations^ hut can only be nebiovod by tbe.ndoption -of; tocaus 
which arc calculated to bring it about ill practice, •, ; ; 

One of the rieculiarilies of India is Uiat followers of different eclikioiis; >aad 
creeds are to be found in Ibis country in such numlHsrB tliat cOeh one of ihdw 
religions has to be tskdli into account in the national life of tho country. Intohm- 
atiee in religious msttors has often in the past led to friction and disorder. U ; is 
uie duty of every Indian to remedy this, but this duty dka most heavily on tlw 
shoulders of the younger generation, as they will Im the coiiHtitiicnis of the IteW 
Indian naiion.; A nation can continue on the |talh of progrese only ifcacdi 
generation strives strenuously to weed out from its inlmritauce sll Uiat ;hss a 
tendoncy towards evil, end to foster Uiat which is liciirficoiit. Ilarmfttl tcadciiemi 
Uiat 'N'rcsidt from the diversity of religious dmarinfw and |•racticcs caanot lie 
eliminated merely by shntling our eyes to them. It is jipt by igiioruig dlfferenres 
of belief, doctrine find practice that wc can improve matters, it is only by 
roeogtiisiiig' 'ihtir oxietemro and: makhvg lull allowaiicc lor them that wg rwu ; bring 
about harmony and concord. We mnst Jnlly rceogniso , tlie diversity of religious 
execdsi in 'India, and every one of us must make »it his dtoy. tP yeapC(*t tlw ricligious 
beliefs^ sentiments and practiccw of cverylioily else* Until we hiwjui 'to practjto ^ 
widest toleraiiea. in ^heso matters, wo cannot boi*e. to eliminate the risk ol fto'lion 
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n^jiteni^i rnHini.^ hhiiftt^lf n ailrta *ft>c ^ 


^ the 


l£?I!i*J .w^fM^wUitu tht tcAili'rti fa ItMn nr thh 

^atif { 0/ hritr is It ihojiiiht that n Jliiulu or « CUnsifihV aada to 

aJm* r«K ^ hcit« itk>; iasutte upoK iholfc 

?£• ,^*'*** *“ hbnotit. Kor t'lui I nndcraiMtil 

6e*|&M or IHndnlflin w tMiiK^ifitftfcy hi f.irritt*Hirucd hV* the otkktnMU^ 

racwV Mf the fw(wers of <inc of tbcM fniUis to the fbflowhiF ol otiirr ftfitm'hi tlih 
pc^lormuiu'c of i!if*ir rcli^iona winrahip And MrmonlfA. I hope, thiH'lufC, 
gw j>b# «•**"?*!*" <>!«ily livdi Ml an r!!»m|.|f Ir <hc trtt of tli6 «»iim»n4»I 

fit ii«^ia'in(|i'jAfltha<id wlMm other Be»‘UonH of the coitiiutunltY hold i« honon#, end 
iti ‘ nei^piflOinily rcftniniiV^^ from intcifermeo t^U^ the ulh iooB oUmAiioM nhil 
ptAflKCri’Of olftrr Hr<‘tioiiii of the i^oitimmiity. 

Tliei'C Arc 'tftliel* toidora hrhieh ronlrihiito towurdH the prCBrnt RlAfc of cflifeOIrd 
hf‘ onf eouutty end oiteraie to \uden tiu* ^idf hetwrhh dlfUrcut HcetloiiA of ito 

‘OifA of these inatierh is the rrcr-liK rtsiiKinir diverpefu-e hettveen the Wanner 
of ^ of dfidemit ncrtlonti o! rtie pcorte. Amon^ ( ntoiit ntHiioni fhet’c W a 

f^rdmvi^ ‘terfdciiry to moUltt\ their daily iiv<'a eompIcttTy cii the wthterh wmlt 
eiiife’therehtef olhi^rs itilo regard ' every departnro. fioni time huuonr^ tiligo 
ns ^ci^vlng nstreme vondltniiAtioii. I nni not an opponent of eiiange. Id ctrer^ 
OKC And m all cOnniriett FO(‘tal enstoms and Imbits niul the niahhrr of tife df' Utle 
p(^»le Ai^ subject to cliAiige, and it c'atiiiot be said tliat e\cry lniioi*aiioii ’iit .tfds 
Ivplktere iC tiereiSArily evH; nOr indeed that ii is hot'ca^Ailly goOn. What *1' desire 
U> eimtlihsiBe is that any (hanee which hup a tendrney to divide thorprople 
oC A eonntry into diRisreirt groups is eertatoly an evH and is bound to ]trovo a 
aetionh' oMaek in die way of national untty. Hneh a dhaitgc is 'occupying under 
our’ wy* eyes, add it in the duty b! cveiybodV* who has the nniiy of the ebnoilry 
Al heait to strive to check its progress, lact me refer in this ionuecffon* to a 
ikAtief wlm'k affecte (M»r students directly, and with regard to which it may ' 'nOI 
readily occilr to anylHCdy that it has a tcirdcitey of the kind ibnt i hSvb hidieelco. 
1 have in mind the prevalent fashion in giimrs and st>6rts ftdlowed Isr Oiir 
ITiiivsrBilics. Even in a mutter like this, winch peitaina primarily to the apberci 
of health and amusement, we have set up a Imrricr between the uibaii ano the 
rural elasscs. Thoac dwelling in out villages, aiid^ we must not forget that in 
many res{)eets they arc the real ludi^ ^^79 ^ ruteresi in the gnmea and aivorla 
which are encouinged in our TJniversilica and arc unable to imriiuipatc in them, 
not only from a lack ol incluiution but also as they lack the uteaiis of postlciim- 
tion. The playing-field should offer excellent opi'ortuidlies of Mua4 aochd 
intercourse between difitrcnt beetion* of the community, and yet the choice of our 
UnivetsiCicB in this matter not only deprives our students of opportiuiiiice of 
coming in equal soidal contact with young men outside the XhiUcrsitics, Init raises 
a positive barrier between them. 1 do not suggest that our Universities should 
nltogeUicr abandon ( Ticket and hockey and football and tennis, but that oiir 
University students should not altogether neglect wrestling and AoAoadf and many 
other form of siiort that are iwevalcut in rural areas. liide«l this nraat be (mriied 
further, and University stiideuts should be anxious to devise means and invent 
occasions of CBtabllshinf^ aormal and natural intercourse between Uie rural and* 

linguistic unity is another powerful factor which contributes towards national 
unity. Our young men should seek to ihc^ own laaguige a means 

bringing closer together the dwellers in 

the Hiudn end^e Mnsl.ro, the Sikh and the Oirietiaii. ^hta «» hap)^ w»3Mt 
we diligently foaicr our own laDguacee and extend the »*!£ 

A very distressing feature of ..I'*®, Iff •“ 

English language, which should have l^ii utilised tor iSji 

iioiiai understoikding and concord, is toung the 

aectiona of the eoinmuDity from the real of it. A large of Manonn? 

atndenU makes it a habit to employ the English huigiiaff Me^nf of 
cation ereo outside the UiiivOTity, and a atfll , i* . 

habit of employiiig a pedygot dialect com,iOBed meinly ef wiglish WOT 
eprink^i^l Ae retuOTular. 1 have had ^ 

oUwr wntry have I witnessed linguistie petfomenen so ludiciooi ae 


with a 
in no 
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•evoM eoniUntly in one’« own country. Hie refult i# that there if n eerepleto 
lack of aympathy between thoec secliotie of the community who can eiiurif», aa a 
meana of communication^ nothiiig bnt their own Teniacular, and our Cnifinity 
■tr;ieuia, the maionty of whom would be hard pat to it to oommanicato eaen 
•impie ideal in their reipectivc vernnculara. 

. foreitta iani^tiai'ea is an ezcelient purenit and eonfen Obvloua 

benefiti and advantages, both'^individiiai and national, ana I am cne of the moat 
ardent supporters of such studies. What 1 am hero concerned jibout is the neglect 
of our own vernaculars which la bcginuing to operate ea a barrier between the 
dilTereut aections of the people of this country, and is, therefore, beginning to 
operate ae an obstacle in the wav of national unity. 

1 hope I ma> be forgiven if in this connection I register a tproteat against tho 
efforts that m being made to convert Urdu, which ia the moat widely understood 
vernacular ol Northern India, inio Muslim Urdu and Hindu Urdu, 'inis tendency 
has been carried so far that the topic baa become one of burning controversy 
between Hindus and Muslims. There is no Isugbage which does not continuously 
borrow from other languages, and as a matter of fact, Urdu owes its very existence 
to certain parent languages, But the borrowing must be gradual and imperceptible^ 
•0 that it IS universally accepted by those who habitually use the pwrticiAar language. 
Urdu iiQwever, being so rapidly and vdlently Arabacised on the one bind, and 
Sauskrittsed on tho other, that if these nnnatival efforts are not speedily put an 
end to, it will soon ^ impossible (or Hindus nud Mslims living in Nortaern India 
to communicate with each ^ other in the vernacular. It is the duty of our 
Univeraity students to set their faces iiriuiy agakst this pernicious tendency, and 
to jet ttor aeriiaculars grow by a natural procesa of assimilation, so that language 
which should !be an instrument of unity does not become n wmpoit ef dieeord. 

1 .conclude with the hotie that at leant some of these ideas to whldi 1 
hsve given expression aloud might help you to c^uip yoursel/es better for the 
amice of your people and your country, and indeed of humanity at larger t^u if 
theie mattera were neglected ; and with the prayer tliat the youth of our county 
may ^ inspired with high moral ideals and patting them into practice in their 
daily lives, may prove themselves a source of bleseiug to themselvea, to their people, 
to their country aud to mankind. 


The AH India Educational Conference 

Annual 8eBaion~-SrimigaT->a9tb. September 1941 

Ms. John Sarocant's )$peecii . 


The AH India Eitucational Conference met at BrinnKar eti the S9tli. September 
1941 under the preeidentstiiii of Dr, Amarmtih Jhn, 

All cJucationnl plan, national in iieoi>c and in tern tonal in spirit, wa« 
advotrated l>y Mr, John Sargeanft Educational Com missioner, (torernment of India, 
B|icaking on post-nrar educational rcconsiruction at tlie conference. He believed 
that the present educational system tit India required uvcrliaiilin,; from top to bot- 
tom. It was in theory a ])latitude but in praeti«*e a truth, nowhere more generally 
i)£iiorcd than in India that a soundly conceived system of popular cilncaiiop oui^lit 
to satisfy both cultural and economic needs of the commiiniiy whose inwrcsls it 
intended to promote. If this was war for freedom, for hittnnnily, ho continued, 
it acemed to him osiomatic that India ought to share in the fruits of victory when 
it eamo, neither more nor less than any other nation, ricading the cause of 
national indiistrialisation he advocated that 00 to G'> per ctMii of the ^Kiputation 
should only lie engaged in agriculture and rest in indiislry. 'J'hoiigh he was not 
over-optimistic in his estimate of what a wisely * plan iicd iudustrialisalion might 
achieve in the way both of increased naiioiial prosperity and iinjiroved standards 
of living for workers, he s^iw no rcuHoii why India shiuihl shriuk from exploiting 
to the full what he described as '*accidental impniso to development of indigenous 
industries which has been giveu her by participiuion in the empire war eflort,'^ 

Resolutions 

The Conference passed resolutions moiirniug the death of Dr. Rabindranath 
Tagore, Bir 8hah Bulaimaii, Ixird Baden -I’aneii, Hir (Icorgc llrierson and Mr. 
G. Dutt. 

A resolution congratulating Bir C. V. Raman on the award of the 
Frankin Medal was also iiasscd. 

By another resolution, the Conferciicc asked the Government to adequately 
suhsidise individual private efforts in cdiicatiou. primary, smuidary ami niluU. 

llie Conference advocated teaching of sion lengnnge siilijerts in schools and 
colleges tlirongh the mcdiiun of the predominant Isnguagc of the area concerned 
and the imparting of instruction in all stages of edncnlion through the medium 
of the mother tongue, llic Conference expressed the opinion that in any kind of 
IHMt-war educational recoiislniction class outlook in any and every form .iiust go. 


The AH India Students’ Federation 

SaTonlh t3eMlon~Pataa~^7th. and 28ih. Deeembor 1941 
Mft. A. N. Sinua’b Opening Address 

The leveiitli session of the All-India Students’ Federation Conference commenced 
at Patna on the «th. Reeembet 1941. Mr. Yuimf MrhuraHjf presiding. 

The Gonfenmee commcnccil in a well decorated pandal in f^ore 
Nagar, specially built for the session. About si* hundr^ <Wegates from 
every pert of India attended. In spile of the fact that Assam 

ddcRklMMold not nrriw beenuM of «»«»•"»*?? 

from Awem for Patna, in connection with the Gauhati incident, about 5,000 
atndenta from all provinces attended. . . « 

Mr. Gitija Saran Singh, Chairman of the Ecccidion Committee, wd^ing 
ttie delesatea. appealed to the studeoU to carry oe the programme caunciiatca by 
the AlbSiidia fitodents’ Coiifeieoce. w ^ 

Mr, Amtgrah Narayan Sinha, ea-Finence Muuster of Bibart opeaing ttie 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA 


[ FAmA«- 


ConfMtnoe, said : **¥oa If?# in & djonmie age. Yon cannot ait idle. Yon 
bonnd lo be iutcreatcd in tlic freedom morement. Yon deeire to free your oonntry 

all meana and try for r|ieeKfeju«i4«..«PSea,, axa^ , Ulcap 'mili^Ily and if yoiTfiii^ 
they are aotlable, make wm your own. You nave plenty of time for atody ; 
ullfiao it Co the fullest extents i Yobr ^atady muat bn vatfied and vide. If you want 
to read Marx and Loniu, do so but do not forget to read the hiatory of political 
tboncht of yoar own country. Do not be led away by catch phraaca and 
btftwNc Meat. You cannot YMtoFie by yotur etiidy imfeaa you aoqliaint yonraelf 
with the hnckground of thote ideologica which you want' to , impicmehl in 
'y^uf' county. 

**YaO Ulk too mndr of revolutiORt but reroloiimi cornea of ita own aocord 
created 16 on}eir. If and when it eemco people alionld be fully prepared 
dad dieeitvlined io take aidVautisge of It It it for yoa to led and realiae how *lar 
ybu are prcfr^ked lo receive Ik” 

^ Pro^eedlbfr, Mr. Sinha sahl that unleta the hac^kground of tliek edueatum, 
wlilt'b wae ii66arCod by unlvcrFiiidi cbiittwlied by an alien Governmenty underwent 
a 'tetoldtionan rliangc they could not be fit attaining Ireedom. 'they muit change 
the oiiil6o)k of tlfkir life anti begU to think fa terma ol India and IiKtian and 
fiieu they would sfc tlibige in a dliCtrent light. Tlieir life would be aim pier and 
^cir bkmta would c^fovm to the ehanged oiiUook and vweryUiiUg about them 
would 'applsdr tn a miTerdot pt^rapeutife. It would then be easy for thom to spare 
jtinid to serve their less fottndale brethren. Yon will get time to tench tbemw You 
will Realise the* value 'of serving thnae who need your holb. You will begin to feel 
W pleaatrto in mid derive aattsfaeftiou from auch hnmauitariaii works as removal 
bf IlHtbrUry, lemoval of .iirtoirchahiltty, eommnnwl unity, etc.” 

**t plead with you to make your life useful and serviceable, to enitivate a 
Ufa of service and sacrilicc shoula henceforth be your watchword”, he added. 
”Diic{pUu^ body and dtacipliiied mind are the greatest need of the hour and if 
ybu arf* bameit cxn oteaM a favoiiroblo atmosphere for snob growth. May 1 
djipca! to you to forget your mutual bkkeriugt and take to eeU-diaeitdlne indtvf- 

S ually and ooUectivcly. Everyone of you can make your life better and nobler 
hd 'he ihos equipped to take your proper pls^e in Ute world o£ to-morrow”. 
Concluding, Mr. Siiiha desenbed how Mahatma Gandhi felt about ,eUM)ents 
In' gbitetal and repeating what ^landhijt had said about them In<iu8 pamnUipt on 
the ebniijkrnctfvo programme. Mn Sinhn obaervecl that the imtxirlanue of tHta eonai- 
^deraiHy' bad increased and having regard to the exigeucjps of the situation, we 
^Ottght to lay tbe proper emphasis orr H and try to give efihet to it. 

‘ '3Kh ^ iMHi\ JoinO Secretary of the AU-Indiai Btiidenta’ F^ratiQU, read out 
meaaages to ihe Canferetioo from Meaars. Jawhailal Nehru, Sri Kriehna Sliiho. 
ex<^Frertiier, Adiarya Navendra Deo, 3ti Koinaladevii QhattmiaiUiyayak Rajkumari 
Amritkaur. Mr. Samnurnaiiaud, Mr. Madaurooban Prasad, ex-PreBident of the 
All-India Students’ Feiferatioii who ia now in prison and others. 


Mb. Sm KaiSHwa Sinha’s Mbssagb 



„ . . aVetf ffom periodical lapses 

into barbacisin, wo have to think ot the ptoaeat eoiiFict iu.term of ideologies. Both 
irauerialuim and faeoiam have to go and society has to be reconstructed on the 
basis of freedom and hapiness for all. At this turning point in world’s history, 
ww ''Veotifre iWal Icddere of thbniidiAiand action 'who ml give a <fciglit lend! to the 
world and work for Uie advenC dt m new order od thinge. lb ie«f Ironl amonget the 
sMenlt 6f to-day that we ranvhonre auch Icadkse of thought and men of action 
'fok'tke ’eVeiitlal future wlikh awaita our aiountiy. I hope^tliw YedeeatioB will 
'MiWWvs hold Meft befove> 'atodenta thia hi|i^ and noble misaioh df theto lifo.aMl 
hfwaito"inaMte them to prepaw 'theamelTea for that glorioaa day when they willdfo 
^M'wpen to mould the' destuiy of mlllkma ol our couutirymeu.’T ^ ^ 

^ If aherallyV Addreas ^ , 

, V /Aiwtlier jw ito. gong Mr. TiaW hip pruai- 

dODtial address. ”There wen many in the Gengreft wo6 «« a pfop^muge- 
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--^OTc. '^rp ^ ^ 

4^^-tBd jBow e^y fa H ii twi M Witt <lw ' 

iraiBib«r, Hbnit iCoiifffcai;UeciiM Qina inlMdtitl ttkuhiirtirnni, 
di fifi imned. ui th» . sat^amhm moveiueMt. Stnoe my idease > inm tifiad 
teani it nMa mall m|!tmtii itinU Iho tiMk ^remr’k movomtiit Jmm; iiM 

ftiliire.: Franlilr i da . .not «)i;eee odUi itia vkw. ;Altlioiiclk m mmi 
would Lave yielded more .eATcctive reaiilta, ii will be WT014; on our part id niiiiimte 
the imtHketaw^ of ^the praoeufc atrug^c.* ^ttbr^ 4he long ooliticnr^alalenulle mod 
iM Ae lame i beinsrAt l^ piit mn wad to^^oll Mka wT* oomiwamiab mid etaitail 
|he COTgresa on fhe xoad to diEKt a^n even ibpilgb df a matiicUve .nmtm ^Wtefe 
^vo teen the. . Jm 1^. ^ the Indian 

National Congxafea is the only great organiamUon in Che woSd that reaorted to war 
renstanee on an appreciable acalo and abiitlMXdOO people le priaon, aa a conacqueuoc. 
6eeoiidlvj aa a reauU df thiaimovemeni^ tlikdia.aUnds diiMmatod ^iii itfie eyea iChe 
world from the preaent'War. Thinl^,. Jhe teaiipialifm «i 
UtUei earlier in eight ont of the eleven fwormeea oi Indm and the aubaeiinent 
uapriMKimeiit 4)!C detentloii without trial ^ ^repreaentaUvn OoDj^aevainen, Inoludintt 
aaembam of vthe. A* 1* C* 0«« Imndreda -id meidbera bf Iha legialatiifea -and T?iuiiat 
aJil Miniatere who had icsigned, served to dramatiae the ladiaa aicoggle .More tha 
world at large. 

1^'UOISSIS ' 

^Diacnaaiba of the : prcflent poHtioal aitnaiioa leads me oa to Ao vexed 
qneBUon . of etodeiita and poiitM Lately a tendoiioy haa beea gnewiag .aiamiig our 
public; men eedujig to exclude .etudenta faom .poiitioal maitera. JJna^ ia .luy 
opinion, ia very, very unhelpful. For studeota living in a eouistty that is atrugg* 
ling for freedom to be divorced from politics ia id be divorced from life. 

fact, the responylbility de«olyiqg on the atudent eomaiunity in a country 
stroggluig for Induueodcuoe ie heavier that of their forUumici bre^Teu.elmarhere. 
Btuaenta httve a two-lold duty to jiccforip ; lUo'fiM ia ‘to ideuUTy tbejnaGiivt!a ' with 
the struggle for oaiioual liberAtipn and secondly, io rebel a^inat the cfoad 
ot ancient cuatpina and traditiona ihai have long otiillvoii their urefiiliicaa lieca lii 
India. 'You have to. solve the communal Problem, to upaoot the vioioifa caate ayatiem 
to tpueU untouchables and to lift the puroa, among other pressing Uiiti|;a'** 

Hinpu<Mo8lim Unity 

Dealing with the Hindu-Muslim jicoblem, Mr. Meherally obsorved : *^With the 
eommou history aud traditiona extending back to a thousand years, U should not 
be beyond the power of the younger generation to promote more cordial relationt 
between the two conimunitiea and to become ambaasadois of Hindii-Mualim unity. 
The moat effective way ia to approach the masaea on the baaia of Uicir economic 
ueeda. It ia to be regretted that the economic approach haa not been still given a 
proper trial by the Congreaa organisations. To my mind, the communal p^lem 
16 eaaentially the rcauU of three factors. Ibe firat of theae undoubtedly ia the 
Government factor ; No. 2 ia the fight for political |H)wcr among the inUjlIigentaia 
of the different communities, a battle for poala and Jobs being cleverly diagiiiaod 
under the cloak of religion. Tbe third ia the romparative failure of the non* 
communal organiaationa to approach the Muslim masaea In mdiciently Jaw 
numbers and bring them within their respective apbera of ionuence. Whuo 
the economic approach is moat important, bv itaclf it will nrt be able to 
achieve the needed rcsuUa. A greater cultural fusion between tbe two comm n- 
alao ia very nGceasary. Out present vocational system, while it 


niticB »IBU t» v-c*jr uvtJCDoaftj. VM> J/4WW-.W — t"”' J i 

opened to uB treasures of western learning, has kept us mdre or Icaa ignorant mut 
each other's cultnnil achievements. These sbortvmxngs students are enunentty 

*^^!MJ.*^fieiierally then discuaaed the international aiiiialion.. The blunt 
tlon of the British rrime Mthialer that tho^ provlmona of the Atlantic 
would not apply to India even after an allied victory was a straw 
what direction tbe wind was ulowtoB* It WM . clear tM ao. jw »■ India Waa 

concerned^ the Imj^rialiat ehafaeter of the war remained w^a^^ 

Regretting t£S apiit In the atudenta' movemvt. the Preald^ 
opinion that Ihe studenfa’ mbvcmcht ^uld_not ^ 

political party movement “You must awd^OKrontic JormuMJ "SrS!?^ 
and aoBoetated himaelf with the mcMiee seat by Mr. 


' Jawdhariai tUkru to llio 


Mr. Mekmlty mtiM to Ottm to glre -•» toto OM hOM M 
51 


4Q2 EDUCATIONAL PBOGBE8S IN INDIA [ pitha- 

your iime etch dny to ttio Students* Union tnd help it in building op the students* 
iDOfement fcee slike from sertaitAuUm end tyranny of rigid dogma.** **Pledge 
yourself to fight communalism in erery shape or form,” he said, **make friends with 
students of all oommunitics and make it a point to study their literature and 
cnstomi svmpathetically oven if they differ from your own. Take keen interest in 
social problem ; do not consider them u just reformist items beiow your 
attention.** 

Besolulions, touching the death of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, Dr. Qanganaih 
Jha, ex- Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad University, and Pandit Ramaehandra 
Shukla, were put from choir and passed all standing. 

Resolutions— Seeond Say— Mna— 28th. December 1041 « 

National Stbuogle 

The Conference concluded its deliberations to-day after adopting a number 
of resolutions on the ix>Utical situation, war and national unity. 

The first of these resolutions on the national struggle stated': “While main- 
taining their separate identity, the students should identify themselves with the 
national struggle collectively as far aa possible, resisting all attacks on their civic 
and academic rights, liberties and also co-oi)erating within their own spheres with 
other organisations in the achievement of freedom.*’ 

Hie resolution further viewed “with alarm the intense repression that has 
been launched against the students and which has manifested itscif in the shape 
of arrests, detention and searches, under the covit of the Defence of India Rules.** 
liio resolution asserted tiiat the student 'movement was an integral part of the 
national movement and as such they had to play an important role in the stniggle 
for national liberation. 

National Unity 

Another resolution on national unity said that India was one and indivisible 
Sind that tilt political and ndmiirretrative unity achieved in this ancient land was 
bised npoa a; real cultural',. Boc'bd and ec'onomic unity iirodnced by centuries of 
natumli brntorical development. The resolution whale admitting that cultural 
heedom was necessary for the growth of this future common culture warned the 
studenta of India against the misguided attempts to divide India into cultural 
sones wiith the rights to separate on the ground that India was not one nation. 
Tlio resolutiou deplored the eommunal differences and occasionSl communal out- 
bursts' ill the country which, it held, were the product of imperialists handling of 
an easily soluble social problem and domination of life in this country by 
vested interests. 

Unity amono SrsniiiNTB 

A third resolution on unity among students' movement reiterated its desire 
for a united student movement and noted with concern that the earnest efforts 
in this direetion had not borne any fruit. 

The War Resolution 

The resolution on war maintained that its character had not changed and 
called upon the students to work for a new social order based on peacefulness 
and democraey wherein the recAirrcDcc of such war would be impossible in future 
and the exploitation of ipn by man and nation by nation would cease. 

Students* Deuands 

A lengthy resolution on students* demands opined that it was only on the 
basis of students* demands that a real student movement could be built up and 
therefore directed the Provinoial Students* Federation to intensity their struggle 
for the fulfilment of their demands. The resolution demanded reduction in tui&n, 
hostel and examination fees, complete freedom of thought, speech an:l association 
in and outside educational institutions, that the administration of edncational 
instituliOQB. particularly Universities, should be democratised and that an exhaus- 
tive scheme should be drafted by the Government for the relief of unemployment 
among the educated classes and that it should be immediately put into practice. 

Mr. Yueuf ifeherally, the Pxesidettt, in his concluding remarks, said, *'We 
aro on the parting of ways. The inlemational situation is fast developing day by 
day. No one can say what will happm to-morrow. It is at this time the 
Oongreas should keep clear from all Parliamentary activities and should greatly 
stiffen the struggle. A compromise is to obstruct the progress of the country,** 


The Bihar Students’ Conference 

Ananal Sestlon—Pataa— 22Dd. & 2Srd. Angmt 1941 

Sir Radhakri8hman*8 opbmikg Speech 

The Bihar Students’ Conference commenced its tiro-day session at Patna on the 
22Bd. Ai^vst 194t. luanj'UTAting the cntlural section of the Conference, Dr* Sir 
Rndhakriahnan welcomed the idea of associating a cultural section with social and 
political movements. 

Sir S, jRadhakrishnan defined cttlture as capacity to regard the individual in a 
society as an esseiitial entity and said, '*What is wrong with the world to-day is 
not that we lack intellectual and moral achievements. We lack a sense of direc- 
tion in the system with which we can adjust these achievementa" 

Referring to the cry of freedom raised frequently, he said that It was a 
portmanteau expression and included various forms of freedom such as economic, 
political, legal and constitutional. All these were essential for the development 
of a people or a nation. But political sovereignty, legal and constitutional righta, 
could be subordinated before the idea of a league of nations. Only one kind 
of freedom could on uo account be bartered away and that was cul tarsi and 
epirilual freedom. 

The modern world, he regretted, looked ni)on the State as a colossal organisa- 
tion to which the human soul was sacrificed in the iijime of social patterns. 

Presidential Address 

Mr. P. P. Das, President, said >**CnUural unity is impossible uiilSss national 
unity is brought about, and many antlioriiies consider the will to be n naiion the 
principal element of nationality. This is a field which the youths of India may 
cultivate to bring almut the desired end.” 

Mrs. Anuauya WagU welcomed the delegates and invitees. 

Confusion at 2nd. Day’s Mebtino 

Uproarious scenes, which at one time appeared to develop iirto a clash 
between the two rival parties, marked the proceedings of the closing day aesaion 
o&^the Federation. 

When a resolution asking the Btudents’ Federation to refrain from taking 
part in political activities was moved, a section of students opposed the resolu- 
tion. Disorder followed and shouts and counter-ahouts renderra tha bntinsss of 
the House difTicult. The President had to dissolve the Conferenos.* 

BhiTlier, the Conference passed a number of resolutions, inolucUhg one sym- 
paihistirg with the people in their fight aesjust Germany and another asking 
Btudbnta to form unity squads, consisting ol Hindu aud Muslim students with a 
view to promoting Hindn-Muslim amity. « j uu j j 

By another resolution the Conference condemned the alleged bigliMndedneaa- 
of the Bombay Police in assaulting the students when tfasy staged a demonst^ 
lion against Sir Maurice Owyer on the occasion of Uie Convoeation of the 
Bombay University. 


The A. 1. Muslim Students’ Federation 

FiSi 8 «iloi»— Nagpw— *#lk. Wtk* D •••■*« M 41 

Tbe Wei^hb Addeess 


The FifUi Bkedew of tbe All-lodie Ma»lim Btndente’ Fedni^ii eonaMoeed 
•t Ni^put on tike tWh December 1«41 under tbe pceridencF of Mr. Mabomed 

A/» Qadir, Oheirinea of ^ Recofidoo Commute eriUderf te 

Ooogieie role i* the Prorincee and referred to tto 

eucli M tbe eieeine of “Bende Meterem.” Meete etudente. wbp wen Imacw- 
mlB^heVtetadl WOT mode to eoffer lor their rolitfcel riewe. 'Die e^n^ 
lit ^ adminictration under eectioe M of the Qorer i ment rt Iwdm Art W 
howcTor, hcoBght abonl any Improregsont. Mr. Qadir asanred Mr# Jinnaa tw 
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lli^ia atodmia wlkoMMar^ly aopportei^ dia I^ne Mg*rfa.Xakiatan 

tSPti Chief 

Ifiaiita of Henm,Jud hMn JiAiiioTed |com 

llieir ormifluition, he Mia; hna becoM stroager 'iu iTomliav, Kiirftchi and Lahore, 
Aod added that an iAljhli>dia:^fi8|tni Girl .^^udeaM^ /^odora^iou would be formed 
at Delhi in March next. He expressed the hope that Mr. Jinnah would Jive . long 

>Ukx\wti'\he *lioiatiO}S the said t1Mt« the' Takihtah 

diMwlMiit had ^eome to' elbajr* and even ,a thomaiMl J^varkara could not check it. 
^h|^.Bif|wddeiillal ^Addrofjf. 

Mahomed AU a/iaaah< b^aa by reminding; ike sio^iite ihat« aecordinii; to 
thov jeonetitiiiioii of their FcderaUon« . tlu^ were to fit themaelvcs for takinx llw 
proper share in the stmxale for 'the freedom of the oonntry. They were not (to 
partMipeto hi the; poUdeal . development vtakiog place from day to day. Their 
pebnary duty noo to ooufceniTatc on thdr stadiqs. . m. . . : 

i! ^rihroeeiiiriQfc. Ifit. aaid lliat the Mualiin Ijeaxtie bad crown and juas 
firowieg iky iea^ and hOiindaiaUuOver India. The . Muslim I/eagtie had mode not 
only' < 'iemsldMl>le. but mireenkMie progreea. ( Applause). The League had iuCnsed 
.pMlUsal imosoiousiiieaB .among the Muslims, giving tlieni a flag^ a common platform 
aiid.agodl. 

Continuing, Mr. Jinnah jafM Uiat MusUDm Jiad no friends. They were sur- 
yonnded by opponents in all * oitections and ‘ psirticnlarly in 0. P.. where four per 
tbw* t^putallQn^W^ Vterrbcised and cowed down.'* But he. had never felt 
flntOadcr l^ thali 'he hekrd and read of ihe magnifieCnt stand Mken by tksiii 

lu.<Mus^^PiX>vinoe. '^0^^ n ever achieved its ambition witliout sacrifice. 

ISterefore, it is obvious that this wretched Constitiition which wis enaeted in 
1035— even the ProVidml pert of it'miat bMn a dismal failure in this ec^ti try. 
We shall have to revise .ottr . notions and ideas as iodhe iuture. But I want the 
Mmdbnsof lhmi Pr, evince, tp ho cheerful. JSothing will prevail which is unjust, 
aft^d^dishQneM.’' . . / ' 

'' ' bn hie audience that the >key tb the correct folution 

i,U> iheir^ own, hsods. They slioukl uot dqipnd on anybo^ else. By' (hat, he 
|pt iftean .ihiM ^^ dhoala bcoome aggressive. Muslims had no dei^^na on the 
au.j^ dhy. pQm? libter comihutiity, but Muslims would hot submit to the 
bmlhatloh oTofb^rS^th this BUb-cohllneht, 

. IlMmTJjm to the MP^.emsbdc, Mr. Jinnah said '**1 make a Christipas present 
p|F FAsItCIS’^u^ Lord liiuUntbgow. 1 maks a Kew Tear’s gift of the l^awab 
|0f,,i>acM lo/the Bengal. I am glad that the Muslim League is xld 61 

wem.' 1 'km eoiifideht that the I.^ue will emerge' stronger without these ineu 
.who are guilty, of gross breach of faith and betrayal of the Muslims in India. 
Sib mkh is jla4isf)Sii^Ahie in pur dtj^anisatiob.*’ 

. ^ Turning to thp pplitlc^^ sUiiaiion, Mr. JluHah said , that he could not 
iiridentand why Copk^s' leaders did not honestly and frankly admit that thgy did 
not represent the Maslssns ; the League was the only autboiitalivS rkprefieutative 
body of the Mudims. Mr. Jinnah analysed the Ooiigress demands and declared that, 
if those demands wsce aeoepted, thp Muslims wouio^ be lalogated^ the. positiois of ‘ 

Ssariatma Gandlu, Mr. Nehru, Maulaua Azad ana Mr. Bajagopalachari, he said, it 
was difficult to ^dkdeaSimd' Wliaa’Qie Congress wsmted. 

Analysing the Hindu Malta Sabha’s demands, Mr. Jinnah said that the Maha 
Babha did not want to give thb^MfiaBmk one iota beyond what they considered was 
I^.Muslims’ dne^ ott^ a^ motive bghmd the Mahg i^ call 

!(P HmduBv;to4lI.!W xahw of ]thear|ny,r navy, and am force, was to destroy 

ihe' Poiosuh 'Sche'me;' " '' ■ 

Jlnnal^^ % dcmpnd^,i(» a di^lamiion ^ 

sto O^ia II 
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oidm of M AU-lndU Lmcuo and Oumi he (Mr. Jfooeh) would be (hd dnl to 

IMUFOd Wltb wWIDe 

Mr. Jlnnuh in the eooree of hie eddreM. leld that he found a fenily reien* 
blanee between the demande pnt forward by &e Hindu Maba 8abba and the 
Liberal leaden and deaeribed Sir Bahadur Bapru aa aubtle but dangerona. 

Beferring»to the Oongreaa reooltttion regarding the framing of the futnio 
eonatitntioii for India by a Conatitnent Anemblf. he aaid hia diffienity waa in 
regard to the apMintment of arUtraion for deeiding the iaanea on which the 


regani to the appointment of arutraion for deeiding the iaanea on which the 
minority diflbred from the majority. **Who will appoint the peraonnel for arbitrator t’* 
he aaM. *lf I appoint arbitraton of my choice will the Oongreaa accept it V* 

aak you, la it not in the face of it futile and abanrd to aak that the 
BrlSeh Government ahonld make a declaration that India ahould be granted 
Dominion Statue one year or two yeara after the war ? Can you imaipne tha 
Britiah Government making auch a declaration T In the iirat inatanee, they eannol 
do it and even if they do U, do yon einect them to pnt Mr. Savarkar on the 
gadi and do the policing of hia Ba] ? Aa Mr. Amery rightly pointa out, Dominion 

Duttom»h ‘ ■ 


It on your buttom»hole with a aafe^ 
lalim oonaent to the future conatitution. 
trap, but even if tl^ do it, that 


Dtatua la not a medal or decoration I can put on your buttom»hole with a aafe^ 
pin. Thia demand alma at eliminating Mnalim oonaent to (ho future conatitution. 
ne Britiah are not foola to fall into thia trap, but even if they do it, that 
conatitution will not laat for a fortnighi.** 

Beeolnllena 

The following reaolutlona were paaaed by the Federation 
The main reaolution reada : *T1i& aeaafon, while deploring the failure M the 
Government to make aatiafaetory rcaponae to tlm ^offer made by the Mualim 
Lmgue for the active and wMe-hearM aaaociation of the Muaiima of India with 
the intenaificatlon of war effdrta and the defence of India, appreciaM the aeiuranM 
given by^Mr. Amery and the Viceroy in Jheir w^t apeecbea regarding tha 
framing of the future conatitution of India. The FideraUon, howiwer, wlahm 
to aound a note of warning that any repetition of the M-ealled GenUeman’a 
Agreement between the Congreaa and the Government and 
puty Congreaa miniatriea without a previona settlement with the Mualim Leimae 
would lead to a very grave criaia.** ^ ^ j « n t 

By other reaolutiona, the Federation demanded the releaae ol all poliikM 
iaonera ^ all partiea, including Alama Mmbriqui, condemned the action of Mr. 


priaonera all refemneea to DeoU rod Khakaai priaoncra and alao Biddbi 




The Indian Academy of Sciences 

ABDiial Sesslen— Nsfpv— Mth. Deeenbsr 1941 
Tub PRBSinBNTiAri. Addrubs 


llie annual session of the Indian Academy of Sciences was held at Nagpur 
on the Mth* Dsesmber 1941 nnder the presidency of iffir C, V, Raman >ho In the 
course of his address said 

**The Academies of Science abroad have realised that they serve the iiiteresis 
of science l>est, wiieii they also iitidcrtake direct participation in research work of 
exceptional iroporiatice. In the Memorandum of Association of the Indian Academy 
bf Seleiiees, such participation in research activities is S})ecifically provided for. 
Circumstances have arisen which have made it desirable that steps should be taken 
to Implement this provision in the constitution of the Academy.*’ 

Bit 0. V. Ksman said : ‘Tor good or for eVil, we live in an age of setenee. 
No one who is familiar with the history of science would fail to recognise the 
tremendonc influence exercised on tite progrees of science by the great National 
Aeademiee, euch ae for Instance, the Royal iiiociety of London and the Academy of 
Bcienosfs at Paris. These academies act not merely as clearing hotisea for informa- 
tion regarding acientifle discovery and invention but also directly to serve, to 
eneonrege eeientific research and to keep down the inevitable growth of weeds in 
t^ garaen of science. I mean; the elimination of false or spurious claim to 
fdentifle discovery. The national' academies in fact serve ss co-ordiiiaters and 
oontrollers of scientifio research. They have necessarily to work In close co- 
operation with the Uiiiversitiee in the country. 

'Ilie Academies, indeed, assist the Universities by publishing the research 
work done by them, and also in other ways, as for instance, when the Royal 
Boelety eetabliehed its Mond Research Laboratory atr the University of Cambridge. 
During the seven years tlie Indian Academy of Science baa been functioning, it 
has striven to assist the Universities of India in this way. The proceedings of 
tito Academy which have appeared punctually, month after month, embody the 
reeearoh work done In most of the Uulversitiee, both in Northern and Southern 
India. It ie greatly to be desired that the Universities appreciate what Uie Academy 
la doing for them ond help the Academy to carry on under the present very 
diflleult conditions. Tlie Academies of Science abroad have realised that they eerve 
the intereeta of science best when they also undertake direct participation in 
research work of exceptional importance. In the Memorandum of the Association 
of the Indian Acauemy of Sciences, such participation in research aotivitiea is 
speolftoally provided for. Circumstances have arisen which have made it deair- 
able that ateps bo taken to implement this provision in the Constitution of the 
Academy*” 

Cbtstal Dynamics 

Sir 0. V. Raman then gave a scieutiBc disoourse on *New concepts of the 
•olid atate*. Early In the history of modern science, he said, the aymmetry exhibited 
by the external xorm of crystals had struck the imagination of many thinkers and 
experimentallata and It had led to the realisation of the fact that the observed 
aymmMry was but an outward expreesiou of the geometric regularity of the 
Interiiiu etmeture. The diecov «7 of the X-ray closely followed by the mecovery 
of the diffraction of X-rayi by cryatais provided a tool lor direct obeervatlon of 
this fact, which, he said, had indeed resulted io giving an amazing viata of new 
knowledge about the etetie •tmeture of the crystal. 

In reality, bowerer, he added, the atoms in a crystal were not atatio^ but In 
eonatant vibration and a oorreet understanding of the dynamics of these vibra- 
tions waa equally fundamental to crystal phyoies. One of the earliest theories 
eonoeming the nature of the crystal vibrationa, due to a German Phyaielat. Prof. 
Debye, ignored the atomistie structure ol the crystal and aesnmed that the 
yiliMtione in a crystal gave rise to eiaetio waves having a oontliinooa range of 
fieqiiCDelca limited on the long-wave-lengih tide bv the dimenelons of the eryatal 
and on the dfiort-wave-length side by an arbitrary valne which depended on the 
•ubetance. TMi theory was later on modifl^ by Max Boni, wnoee the»» waa 
eseontlallj the mune aa that of Prof. Debye except in ita math e matical fbimiilathm* 
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Baeent invastintiont on the liKht>MatteriaK< X-tvn ud tbormal tnnta ot 
emtrilino aolMa, mnied put ot Ikugalore, Sir 0. V. OnmMi nld. h«<l, homvtr. 
•howu tbftl fhesQ theories wore wholly tinteiisblc. The question reslly wm : *Aft 
tho fttoms in action in a crystal, bebaviu^t in an orderly fashion or not T* Ho 
showed from simple considerations that the theories of Delye and Bom impika 
that the vibrations of individual atoms were independent of each other. This was 
in contradieiion to the exiierimcntal facts observed in several branohes of crystal 
physics. How far it was from reality, was readily seen from the simple fact that 
when a solid rod was heated at one end, it took several hours for the heat to roidl 
the other end. This was Just the opposite of wiiat we should expect if the thermal 
agitetion in a crystal gives rise to clastic waves postiiialed by Prof. Debye ; for 
elastic waves like sound waves travelled far mere quickly through matter. 

It was evident, added 6ir C. V. Haman* that for a true understanding of the 
nature of crystal vibrations, the maoroscopic approach was insuiAelent and an 
atomistic point of view bed to be adopted. 

Sir 0. V. Uamaii then gave a picture of cryetal dvnamics which ho had 
develoi)ed during the past six months. The essence of Ins theory wae that the 
atome in action in a crystal were orderly and co-operated with each othiur in {net 
the same way as they did wlicn they were at rest. A treatment of Uie problem 
from an atomistic imiiit of view correctly predicted tho exact nature of orystal 
djnamics on the basis of tho lattice and aii|)erlatiico vibrations. These theoretical 
deductions were fully supported by invcstigaiiuns *.iii tho field of speotroseopy. 
X-rays and specific heat of solids. 


The Indian History Congress 

Filth Sestion--Hydenibsd (Da.)— 21tt. Dsssmbsr 1941 

PnUSlDCNTUL Adduess 

The fifth session of the Indian History Congress wss held at Hyderabad 
(Deccan) on the 21st. December 1941, under the prosideney of Rai Sabeb Prof. 
C7. S. SrinivaBackari, Head of the Department of History and Politioe, Anna- 
malai University who in the coarse of his address said 

**Tbe vista of our History has been receding more and more into what 
may be regarded ae prehistory which was widened on an unimralleled scale by 
the epoch-making diecovery of the Indns Valley civilization. The most pressing 
need of to-day is a correct^ impartial and just interpretation of the material which 
has thus accumulated and many parte, of which still require re-interpretation or 
even new interpretation.” _ ^ 

Prof. Srinivaeachari said that the exploiiation of histoncal reeonrees aimld 
always be conducted with a critical mind and with Jadgment, and the buijdhig 
of oonelusions should be made on the most thorough and unpreiadieed r 


possible. He added that conclusions which had been accepted for a preat leng^ 
of time and consequently became stereo-typed might in some casm m found to m 
basml upon insufficient data ; and such conclusions to which faddists becams^ ill 
their manner, indissolubly wedded, grew to be formidable obstacles in uw 


even an initiid examination of new theories tlmt might go against thm. nis 
danger waa particularly marked in those eapecte of Indian historical itiidies ttat 
were associated with questions of race end culture-contacts and e iamiaal i oa 
of tlif social order and changes affecting them. 

HBED fob Ck>RRBCT EVALUATIOV 

After emphasising the ideal of impartiality in the interpretation of Mn^ 
Htol Brinivasaehari observ^ ; "True history should be eompraiisiiaira and not 
merely he nation-wi^, but also extend particularly in the pmmyal ql enltnie j» 
thsir osigin and diapersion, to a continental and even intsr-<gttiMntal ha gjgwy d. 
Many fdiaaee of IndSm Hietory, markedly thoae rdating to ftliatiqoe ol PratMlea 
enltora and origin, and the spread of Indian dvitetion In Indon ^ mid 
Seringa, require tiiat the historian shonM extend his understanding fre m IN 
eoaventional narrow, and possibly snb-national, and proistt it on n Mif 
Ibaekpoond.” ^ 
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ffrcftt ehallcDgef that havo eone down like avalanchea on the elope m 
time» Ifke Buddhfem. the Hnna and Scythian in?aeioni and eetUement, and the 
advent oi lelam, have tended to modify the linee of eocial progress and alter 
even, thoir bases. In this Add the duty of the historian is to show that piogrm 
has not always boon absent » as has sometimes been imagined^ but has positivdy 
been made possible by these great operating fotoes; 

*Vd the history of Islam In Inma and the mutual influence of Islamic 
cnltnre and Hinduism In their widest aspect, the student is faced with a number 
of questions clamouring lor solution, or at least an attempt at correct interpreta* 
tion. 'iiie military ana political achievements of the Mahomedan conquerors and 
rulers, the genius of Muslim writers, artists and builders, these and other related 
topics have been adequately dealt with : but the problem that still awaits definite 
interpretation is bow far Islam has really entered into the web of Indian life in 
some ol its remote phases and what historians have done to depict the Muslim 
peoples themsdtVes in their rdigious and social life, apart from conquests and 
court connections and superficial contacts." 

8CBBI1B FOE ColfFBBBBBSITB HiSTOEY 

Eiplaining the dangers that coofremt the student of History in arriving at 
a correct evaluation of the achievemetits of the past, Prof. Brinivasachari said ; 

"The ideal. historian should not also display any tendency to weave destiny 
round his heroes, Instead of allowing the story of their destiny to unfold itsdf in 
a natural manner. Every piece of his work should be primarily based on an 
impartial interpretation of data, which should be subjected to strictly scientific 
tests in their qualitative selection, as these alone would ensure their 
indicative value. , , 

"Borveying the progress made by our Congress in furthering the scheme of 
a Comprehensivo History of India, wo are happy that syllabuses of the various 
periods have been framed for discussion. The Secretaries will now submit the 
complete skeleton syllabus of the proposed History, spread out over twelve 
volumes, for its consideration by the Committee appointed at the last session and 
also for elictiiig the views of the members of the Congress. At this stage it will 
be UMful if this session can give its countenance and approval to the scheme and 
to provide for the appointment of committees and editorial boards for pushing 
through the work. A coiisidcrablo headway still remains to be made before the 
scheme can bo actually put into execution. Finance is a most important f^tor 
iar the cil'cetive fruition of our aim and it is high time that an appeal be definitely 
made to Governments, both British and Indian, and to generous patrons, in the 
name of this Congress which is fully representative of historical scholarship hailing 
from every part of the country, in order that we may get a satisfactory response. 

"Emphasis should ba laid on the wbollv scholarly and specialliea nature 
of oiir enterprise which should be an irreproachable embodiment of ripe reeearch 
work and liUensivo iiiecialisotion. Our aim ie not the mere popularisation of a 
knowledge of Indian History, but the produofion of an antboritative series of 
volumes, which should bo both crcstlve and original in the best sense. For this 
aim the oo-opcralion of all acholars, Indian, English, American or European and 
of otlier nationslities Is required." 

Concluding Prof. BrUiivasacfasTi said : *T would finally urge that it is of 
•uwreme iraportsnee that our minds should be guided by large ideas and genoroua 
imneiples and not moved by narrow and particniarlstio Impulsea ; and the membera 
of our Oongreas awe a duty Ip the country and they ahoiild not only make 
avatlablo ftesn matwlal hitherto unutiliaad but alio try to 'subject the data at their 
illspoaal to the oanona of true hisioriea] eritidsm." 


Boeepti e B Conorittce CkainuiB’i Bpeeek 

"Like the Urdu language of this University (Osmsnis) whieh is the outcome 
of (he meeting of two great peoples and eullorcs, these Dominions have bean 
a common meeting place of diflbrent eolturss and dlfTerent peoples ; and the 
statesmanship of tse Assfjahl dynasty has retained and fostered the best that 
waa found in their traditions," said Uaufah Mahd( Yar Jung Bahadur t Ohairmaa 
M the Reception Oommittee, wdeoming the delegates to the Oongreas. 

llawab Alt Tavw Jaag’s Addfsss 

"The Independenee of Niasm«nl-miilh did not oome In the may of hie 
BMwddng to the defeaee of Delhi against an Iranian invader (Nadir 
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to«dij tlM armed loroas of hia Mventh ineceaeor arc fltrhiloK aaninal an ivan 
grantor maimaa to tha intogrity of India. They eiKoify the bonds which onito na 
with the raat of India, and the homage we to the oontinnance of tha aiiity 
of Indian btatory/* aaid Nawab Ati Yavar Jung Bahadur, Secretary, Oofiatltotionai 
Alfaira, H. £. H. tha Nixam’e Oofernment. in the couree of hU aeottonrl pra- 
•idential addraaa on Decoan Uietory to the fifth eeesion *of the Indian Hiatory 
Congraae, at the Oamania Univeraity on the eand. Daaembar 1941. 

Appealing for the eetablishment of a epeciel Chair of Deccan Hiatory at the 
Oamanta Unireraltj, the Nawab aaid. ** It ia a legacy the variety of which itaalf 
apeaka of tha dlveraity of ita aouroea, but the continiiUy of ita avoltiiion andowa 
it with a eommnnity of iiitereeto abared alike by different racea. 

**No political controveray or economic urge of the day can altar that funda- 
mental fact of hiatory. It has led to the age-long coiie. ioii«ii«*iia of an entity 
and to an inatlnot to defend it againat ex'ernal interference which found Ita 
peraonification in Oiiand Bibi and Malik Amber. The aame inatinct rune down the 
agea to the praaent and when the wealth of the heritage ia known and aean, and 
tue traditiona are felt to winch it baa given birth, none will ataiid in need of an 
apology from na. What hae now become known aa Mulki or DMcanl aentiment ia 
in eaaenoa our pride in our paat and our determination to defend and atrengthan 
ouraelvaa by our own exertiona. The aentiment doea not come in tha way of othera ; 
it only aaka for internal development on the linea of our own geniue. 

HisDO-MoaLfM KEr.aTiowa iH Hyderabad 


Referring to the relatione between the Hindue and Mnalima in Hyderabad and 
tha influence of the West, he aaid : **l1ie ayatom of adminiatration itaelf waa, from 
the time of the flrat Aaaf Jah. baaed upon a degree of toleration which 
left the management of land revenue and finance in the hand m Hindu nobiw. 
Vaat granta wore made, and ao much did the Hindue identify tliemaelvtw wiih tha 
new rulera that they took pride in lietng called Aaaf Jahl. Tha impact of tha 
Weat, the development of communieationa and the requirementa of the new ago 
induced the geniue of Sir Salar Jung to ioaugnrate far-reaching reforma in everjr 
branch of «ie admioiktration. wWle the noble edifice of the modern atate, which 
ou aee to-day. ia the reault of the peraonal laboura, during the laat 80 yoara, of 
ia Exalted Highneaa himaclf.’* 




The All India Oriental Conference 

Bleveafh leaaton— Hyderabad (Dee.)— 20th. Peaember 1941 
Sib Akbab Hydabi'b Message 

Tha alavanth taeiion of the All-Iudia Oriental Conferenw met on 
Deaemto 1941 at the addreea hall of the Oemaiila Univeralty Hyderabad, (Dawn^ 
Tha bon. ihs Sawab of Chattari inaugorated the aeaflon. About three nundrau 

"^■&t“SSSS 'iJH •« I. JM. •«“,? ““ 

berltaga of laming and culture which our fore^*^^^ have handed ^ 

Tha*Mtrlbotion which tha Eaat in general and India in ?*!!?- 

4 t,A AMHt hiitnttn bnowladsa and human progresa ia indeed notable, and it le 

* • wlm I tb. n.m« Md th. .nbiMt. oa ywr 

^IfasB t^ aomeaa fli out enltara, thw* to • common groaiid on wWeh wo mny 

-T., -.--to, « . sg- jy guSTitSiyt* 
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■n«Kwwd the fttf foandktiM of looietr, coltnro and oMUmMoiu 
I t if all fthf nm Incombfiit cm yon to keep alight th# toreh of ^tern thonghtb 
Mloaophy and aald Mi§ ExalUd ffighnesi the Eigam in tha conraa 

of a miMOia to tha Oimfeianoa. 

dalagataa tq tha oaidtal of hit Stata Hit Esaltad Highnaaa 
aald, Hf i^minlona poaaaaa a nniqaa biatorical and enltnral inportanea w tha 
hlatm of India, and I hopa tha dalagataa to thia Confaranoa, who ara all 
achotaia of tha langnagaa and literatnraa of our conntryo 
will And abundant matarial for raaaan^ in tha rarled flalda of religion, phUoa<^7, 
arcbaaology and hiatoiy in tha annala and an^uitiaa of tha Daocan, 

**lt baa baan tna tradition of mj family from tha time of ita^illnatrlona 
fonndar, Niiain*ol-lfolk Aaaf Jah I, to maintain peace, to promote unity, and 
weotuaga and 'doatar all the differant branchea of learning and the arta, with 
the happy raanit that my Dominiona ha?a to-day become an important centra of 
adttca^n and onltara* Ilia Oamania Unireraity baa lad tha way in fur^ring 
the .idaaa of employing an Indian langnaga aa the medium of inatrnction up to 
tha highaat ataea atan In pnraly taohni^ and adentide anbjcct. It haa, tnna. 
not only oontrfhntad aomathing to tha adneatlonal ideala of India but baa randwad 
aoma aarrioa to tha oauaa of OHantal langnagaa and learning." 

The Pnaldaiilial Addraaa 

Mr. Ohulam Yaidanit In tha courae of bia preaidantial addraaa aald, that they were 
thankful to tha Britiah Gofarnment for the peace and aafety which they an]oyed 
to«day« Mr. Yaadani rariawad tha pact year*a crop of booka in Indian liteiatnra and 
arohaaologioal flndinga and pointed out the diffioultiea of publiahera due to war 
oonditiona. Oontlnuing Mr. Yaadani aald : *'Tha actiritiea of the Arohaaological 
Department of tha Gofarnmant of India baya aufferad conaiderably by tha adraraa 
report of Blr Leopard Woolley on the one band and the nnanoial atringaney 
taanlting from tha war oonditiona on tha other. Ilia ayatam of work pnranad 
by ^a Department, howafar, raquiraa aoma raoriantation." 

With a flaw to plaeing tha oonatitutlon of tha Department on a aciantiflo 
baala and raiaing tha atandard of archaeological reaearch in India, tha Praaidant 
angMatad ^at thara ahonld be a clear ditiaion in tha recruitment and training 
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NUftm't OoTEniflMt is miMicstloa ol an suthsntie and vp4o<dala hisloif of 
^ moniimeato of India.** 'Mr-TMdani, also ar»csd the ssUlblishiiMiilS a 
office and Hbrary by the Oonfmnoe and added that a GofeniflMBt VttIftifSi 
whose namd he would announce Uter, had promised to olTer aeeomiRodiSMito 
the iiermauent staff and liborary of the Conference free. 

Nawah el ChhatarTs Speedh ‘ 

-r» *1® ailir»**»s, the Nawab qf ChhaUai, PfwddsBt of 

H. L. H. the Nizam*b h^ecauvc Coatiiii, Mid that the bonds of learning weft 
unirerssl and, in bringing scholars and students of different countries and ammo- 
nities in a common assembly, were an essentisliy unifying factor, lb foster aA 
promote Oriental studies was not merely an endeafour to ienconrage oriental art 
literature and learning, to create a sense of ]ast pride in our past in our eltiaen- 
ship, so to sMiik, of the Etuit, or to make ns worthy of the great traditions wo 
have inherited by briniug thorn before our view for our constant inspiration, hot 
also to spread far and wide that unifying influenes whioh imbnes the mind with 
the quality of detachment so necessary for wider understanding and nowhefe eo 
emphasised as in the East. Continuing, the Nawab eaid that meeting as they 
did at this critical Inticture in the world’s history, *^ottr dsllbsration of *the 
value set on prineiples which must ineviublv Icsd to conflict, and you may psriiapa 
be able to recall and to instil in minds instead, from study and promotion of 
i'<^riental euUtire, the spiritual’ values which have tbroughmit the ages oharsotsrised 
the mind and soul of the East. 

Earlier in hie speech, the Nawab referred to the Decan’s place in Oriental 
civilisation. ’ Patronage of art, literature and learniiijr,” he ssid, ‘has been one 
of the distinguishing traditions of the house of Asaf Jah.” 

The Nawab also referred to the Hyderabad Observatory, the Medical College, 
which is a century old, and the Asafiyyah Library, which was founded fifty years 
ago and which contains one of the largest oolicotions of mannsoripts In Inoia. 

“The tradition tlirc inherited”, added the Nawab of Cbbatari, *'was eioelled 
M Hit Eialted Highiieas daring whoio period of rule, more than in any othar. 
Hyderabad became one of ttie centres of Oriental studies. Apart from the general 
progress of education, primary education being free and so pisniied as to resuU in 
a school in every village, apart also from the impetus given to sobolarsbip by 
large numbers of etudents enjoying State sitholarshlps or flnancial assistance, who 
qualify yearly In Universities abroad, in India and in the Oimania University 
itself, an atmosphere of study, a zeal for learning and a general apirit of eiiMiry 
have been created arid And expression in many of the institutions which kave 

Osmania University itself embo<lies a signsi contribution to the came 
of Oriental etudice. While promoting the study of Western sciences and Weetem 
languages like English, French and German, it has fostered and encourag^ even 
poet*gradnate research in Oriental Isaguages like Arabic and Bsoskrit, Persian 
and Telogu, Marathi and Canarese.” 

The Indian Philosophical Congress 

Annul Sennion-AUgarb-tlit Dnunibw IMt 
The Pbesideetul ADiwns 

Tlw annul i«»ion oJ the Indian Plillowphicnl ^rmh wm held AIM 

on the else. December 1941 tinder the precideocy of Mr. G. C. ChaiUrj§$ who In 

the course of his addresj said j i u 

“Tluit man is a value-knowing, valae-carrylng and value creating inalvmal, la 
the mein theeie which I wish to preaent to you. That Taluei are eoei^nt^ in 
eenee that there cannot bo aliown to be any dewign or set pnrpON in natora to ereate 
or conserve them, must also be admitted. Further, we must alto admit, tfiatom 
WIN Of TaloN nuy oftM bn perrarted. ud wlwt "ft 

and what thay luy aMk to dwtroy auj be gmniu TaloM. Bttt uluam net 
uaidantal lifuMaorfw to tha^w that W flitokto g lulraa M oo.* lU ? w 
tha^ to bo aooght ud apptahudad, tnd diacofand. ud to atm ■Mom to w 
motad OTt own efi&rta. Bnt wo hau no guwnW thot tto yalnaa wy to 
loud or wanted will not prore to be oraoa^t. ato to hot nMyiadwd to tat ( 
daatoo^ tbWHg h oar own folly, or tto BoUsoity of oibort”. 
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mirlai a taming point in the htotory of Indinn tboofttiA lor wUlo hit 
tlMra^ onMoOk itilt hArini bnelc to Hio UpanUliidi nnd tbo miAn entmt of 
idoilittio thought In India, hit Jojout aootptanoe of lift, and hla aioltaat ontoMtot 
of tho baanty of natnia and of art. U poles aennder from the amtlelMi ana nagatl* 
▼iidi whioh bat boon ao oharaoteriatio of onr pbiloaophleal tradition. It la T 


1 believf that Indian philoeophf needa to ratarn onoe more to a foliar appiioiation 
of fidttea of thla lift, talttea ao paeslonately eitollod by tha poet Idmoalf, that 
I fonatrata him aa tha groatait figure in oor Intollaotoal ronalseanoa. 

PaoBLiu or Pbhooopby 

That phlloeopby must face from Ume to time tbo praotiod onbloma of life, 
and eoek to aapnlY thoee in aearoh of goldance, not only donbta fbioB will paralyee 
life, but oertatntiai on wbiob ther can rogalate tbeir teondnot In I bdlora, In the 
beat tradition of onr own thought in India. For waa it not to Hriabna that Ariona 
want on tba battlefieid of Kurukahetra to rotolre the donbta whioh bad boaot bla 
ionl on tba are of action T Tha Bhagawad Oita, aa I nndaratand it, ia an attempt 
not maraly to anpply a gonerai philoiopby, not ofon orimarlly a aobama of othloal 
Ufa, but an attempt to aoifo tlie practical problema wbiob praaen|t tbemaelvaa to an 
aroraga man at the time of a practical criaia in life. Surely it ia the eonriga of 
Kriahna which philoaophy needa t(Hlay. not the oowardioo ,of thoae who would 
oaoaper the intelleotual reaponaibilitiea of their time behind the |ma of taehnioalltlea 
or the abuttera of traditioiiaiiam. 

What then ia the central problem wbiob tha urganciea of our time reguire no 
to face t To my mind the problem ia to anpply • meaning to life, to define the 
aim or pnpoae for whioh we lire, and to indicate tha manner in wbiob that purpoae 
ia to be realiaed. If the lack of oertitade in onr modern temiwr baa bred a mood 
fld daapAir and a aenae of the futility of all tbinga human, whet aolution haa philo- 
aophy to offer in tbia predicament 7 

The dMtrina of aoaolitte idealiam to which the Oita la wedded, leada not to the 
dootrine of non-attachment but to that of ethical nihiliam and not to a bold demo- 
tion to duty but to a moraliam in what ia called the pbenomeiuil aphere of action. 
I do not deny the place of intuition either in knowledge or in ezperienoa. To me 
In a certain aenae the whole of life ia an intuition till anon time aa I bring my 
Intelleot to relate, interpret and analyae that eiperienca. Every eiperlenoe, erery- 
thlng lived through ia no doubt the raw material of knowlid^ but It la not 
knowl^e Itaelf. Thia indeed ia the fundamental poatulate of Bimllfm, but It alao 
la the only poatulate on which we can rely if we are to aaoape from the bouda of 
abaolnte acepticiam. And ao to my mind any myatio espenepioa If it eilata eaunot 
oonatitute knowledge of any Abaolnte Beality, or of onr unity and o w en tl al omneii 

The Qobpbl of voE-VioLgvoi 

Thera ia anoibar varaion ofi the teaebing of tha Oita whidh haa baeoma popular 
In India, through the influanca of Mahatma OandhI. 1 raiar to tha aiiad of 
non-?iolanoa. Leaving aaide metopbyaleal aapaet of tho qnaatioa uob- 
violanea appaara to me to be , too, negative a craadlto provlda My goMaaea lor 
aetual life. Non-violanoa atrlctly interpreted maana *^oo aetfoa^ lor " ' 


do ia boqnd Jn aoma maMura to do vtolaoce to pthare. But H Marviotim 
* Itive 


OMdU apPMn to MmUiin, mvA mn peiilfj*, md la tal 
■poakf o( it Mf *lor. in Vm bnwdMt mom*. But'if.lM doM iMlly Maa ton 
why Mil it Don>Tlol«nM. for tb. two tbinc* ban mw boim bm Idoattlod with 
mA otbor. Saeb a *,{01000.^ to langugo to aot MmiMtUa ana to a Mabthaa. 
But tba toet to that wba^ar bo may m. Oaadbfll dow aot tMlly iHaa ton 
bMMM, lun to tha aiMt *riolont" of .11 bamaa oauMoav tad Oma to ao oompol- 
'tin powtr laeb aa that of lowo. But porimpo by Boa^ftotoiM Oaadbiji doM aot 
amta u fdtal of lUo, but only a mttad maaaa wl^ aa atatoal idiol, 
whatonr ito ooetontk Mn bo bMt attaiaad. Tbto to a ^antiin ct iaotnaMatil good, 
aad It! oiMoy *111 dowmd not only on wo .amit. to panao, bat a|M 

Bad« what obraautaattol eondlUoai tbv ^.t» b, attabMl 

That oor JadgaHato an oftoa to wl^ to dm ia ao a^, n n oan to tm 
aeafoatog anna wUb and.* aad qoHttow af toatnmoatal niao wito ttoto 
ialdaoio Tba gaMttoato tuMi ao npitoatod by Urn fjiet »at 

aba ban faltiaoto TaloM. aad that a whMo ini ri WBi nayj^ a nlia niSf 
Oaa tbo valat of tha am ol ito ^to»to. Bat lh«a an foobtona of a toUSi 
I wbMIi MtoBOt bt diaoaMMd bm. 






